THE 
Parliamentary Debates 
THE YEAR 
1803 


TO THE PRESENT TIME: 


FORMING A CONTINUATION OF THE WORK ENTITLED 
© THE PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY OF ENGLAND FROM THE EARLIEST 
PERIOD TO THE YEAR 1803.” 


PUBLISHED UNDER THE SUPERINTENDENCE OF 


T. C. HANSARD. 


VOL. I. 


COMPRISING THE PERIOD 
EROM 


THE FIFTH DAY OF APRIL 
TO 


THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF JULY 
1804. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR LONGMAN, HURST, REES, ORME, AND BROWN; CRADOCK AND JOY; 


J. BOOKER; J. BOOTH; J. RICHARDSON ; BLACK, PARRY AND CO.; B. JEFFERY ; 
J. HATCHARD ; J. RIDGWAY; BUDD AND CALKIN; J. RODWELL; R. H. BVANS ; 
AND 
T. C. HANSARD, PRINTER, PETERBOROUGH-COURT, FLEET-STREET. | 


1812. 


a 
| | 
vs 


‘ ce 
sn bu 
re] 
of 
a 
pre 
| the 
Wi 
pil 
| hig 
nec 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


As to the plan of this Work, or the nature and arrangement of its 
Contents, nothing needs now be said; nor is it, it is presumed, ne- 
cessary to say much respecting its execution. The reader needs take 
but very little trouble in comparing these Debates with any other that 
‘have been published for the same period ; he has only to look at the 
report of the proceedings of any one Day, particularly where Speeches 
of considerable length and importance occur, to convince him of the 
correctness of what was stated in the Advertisement of the preceding 


Volume ; to wit, that this is the only compilation at all likely to be re- | 


garded as an authentic Record of the Legislative Proceedings of the 


present time’ The Accounts laid before Parliament are even more © 


numerous, and more commodiously arranged in this volume than in 
the preceding one, and the Editor feels confident, that this part of the 


Work, which is without so much as an imitation in any other com- | 


pilation of the kind, will be found to merit a continuance of that 
_high commendation which has already been bestowed on it. It is hardly 
necessary to add, that a Work which has, in the course of only one 
session, obtained so decided a superiority over every other, in point 
of sale as well as of public approbation, will be continued with that 
activity and perseverance which a beginning so auspicious is calculated 


| to produce. 
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| THE 
| Parliamentary Debates 
During the Second Session of the Second Parliament of the 
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Ireland, and of 
the Kingdom of Great Britain the Nineteenth, appointed 


to meet at Westminster, the Twenty-second Day of No- 
vember, 1803, in the Forty-fourth Year of the Reign of 


King GEORGE the Third. 


[ Sess. 1803/4. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
‘Thursday, April 5, 1804. 


[Minutes.]—Their Lordships met this | 
day pursuant to adjournment.—The Ear] 
of Westmeath, one of the Irish representa- 
tive peers, and lord Grey de Howic, were 
sworn, and took their seats.—Mr. Fowler, 
from the commissioners of the customs, pre- 
sented An Account of the balances and ar- 
rears due, from the several collectors at the 
ports in England, on the 5th of January 
Jast, as far as the same could be made up. 
Ordered to lie on the table.—The billsupon 
the table were forwarded in their respec- 
tive stages.—The order for committing the 
Scotch bank bill was discharged, and re- 
newed for to-morrow.—The Earl of Dart- 
mouth reported his Majesty’s answer to a 
recent address of their lordships, respect- 
ing the production of certain state papers, 
the purport of which was, that his Majesty 
would give directions accordingly. 

[Votunrezr Consoupation |— 
The order of the day being read, for the 
house toresolve itself into a committee upon 
this bill, 

Lord Grenville observed, that with respect 
to a very important subject, forming a part 
of the present bill, and which had under- 

e some discussion previous to the recess, 
it was not his intention to offer any observa- 
tions upon it in the committee, as he pro- 
posed, on a future day, to bring in_a bill 
upon the subject.—Their lordships then 
went into a committee upon the bill, Lord 
Walsingham in the chair. The considera- 

tion of the preamble being postponed, the 


Vou, II, 


| committee proceeded to discuss the clauses 
} and provisions of the bill. 


Lord Grenville proposed several amend- 


j ments. One of these related to the exemp- 


tions, and which, in particular, gave rise to 
a discussion of some length. The noble 
lord observed, it should be clear and ex- 
plicit, how far the exemptions, in certain 
cases, were meant to be extended. This 
was by no means the case, as the bill then 
stood: as, to qualify for these, it was ne- 
cessary that returns of certain attendances 
at exercise, &c.should be madeat three dis- 
tinct periods of the year; the first of those 
was on or before the Ist of Jan. in each 
year, and the last was on the 21st of Sept. 
How a return could be made before the Ist 
of Jan. in each year, was to him inexplica- 
ble, yet so it was provided in the bill; and 
with respect to those volunteers who did not 
atteud the days of exercise, &c. until after 
the 21st of Sept. as numbers of the working 
people could not, on account of the harvest, 
or other necessary occupations,great doubts 
obtained as the law at present stood. With 
a view to obviate these doubts, and to place 
that part of the measure under some syste- 
matic regulation, he moved an amendment 
to the effect, that no volunteers included in 
the returns made between the Ist of May 
1803, and the Ist of May 1804, should be 
liable to any ballot which took place before 
the Ist of Aug. 1804. 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, that a great 
deal of what fell from the noblelord referred 
to the principle of the bill, and not to any 
part which could regularly fall under the 
consideration of acommittee. The opera- 
tion of the bill was to be chiefly prospective ; 
its ae was to repeal the existing acts 
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upon the subject, and to provide a system 
for the future regulation of the volunteer 
corps. He disapproved of the noble lord’s 
amendment. 

Lord Harrowby made some general ob- 
servations upon what he considered as the 
total want of sysiem or consistency in the 
conduct of ministers with respect to-the 

‘volunteer corps, and adverted to certain 
parts of the bill, in illustration of his po- 
sitions. 

The Lord Chancellor, in debating those 
amendments, took an opportunity of con- 
demuing a practice which had pretty gene- 
rally prevailed, not only among their lord- 
ships, but in another assembly also, and 
which had even found its way into various 

ublications ; he meant that which went to 
impute to the negligence or incapacity of 
his Majesty’s law officers, all the confusion 
and inconsistency that was to be found in 
the various acts of parliament that were 
assed by the legislature from time to time. 
Fie could assert, from experience, that but 
few of those errors proceeded from them. 
But the fact was, that a bill, which was of- 
ten prepared with the greatest care, under- 
went so many modifications in its progress 
through both the houses, and received so 

- many amendments from what was called, 
how properly or not he would not take upon 
himself to say, the conjunctive wisdom of 
parliament,that it not unfrequently became, 
to a certain degree, inexplicable. As little 
did he approve of the frequent remarks that 
were made on the opinions of his Majesty’s 
_ law officers on subjects of law. Did noble 
lords consider that these law officers (the 
Attorney and Solicitor General), were sworn 
to give their advice and opinion judicially to 
his Majesty? And, wheneverthey had done 
so, he thought it would have been better if 
the good old practice had been adhered to, 
and that the govt., which acted upon such 
advice, should have declared that such was 
their opinion, and not to have thrust forward 
upon most occasions, the opinions of those 
two law officers, as if they were not to be 
supported by the rest of his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters, Whenever the executive govt. chose 
to apply to those officers for their legal ad- 
vice, it would be proper in that govt., if 
such advice were approved of and adopted, 
to promulgate it to the country as their own 
opinion. His lordship paid some handsome 


compliments to the abilitywand industry of | 


the Attorney and Solicitor General,in which 
he was joined by Lords Grenville and Har- 
_ rowby, who disclaimed any intention of 
insinuating any thing to the prejudice of 
persons whom they highly respected, 


| 


Lord Grenville proposed an amendment, 
tending to prevent any farther increase of 
the volunteer force, by omitting that part 
of the bill which authorizes his Majesty to 
accept the services of any corps that in his 
discretion he may deem proper. His lord- 
shipsupported his amendment by arguments 
drawn from the actual-number of the vo-« 
lunteers, being no less.in Great Britain than 
360,000, and the injury that any further 
addition to it must produce to other parts of 
our defence, and particularly to the army 
and militia. His lordship was supported by 
Earls Spencer and Carnarvon, Lords Kin 
and Darnley, and opposed by the Lord 
Chancellor, Earls Romney, Winchelsea, 
Westmorland, Lords Hawkesbury, Hobart, 
Auckland, Rous, and several other noble 
peers, on the grounds that it was indispen- 
sably necessary for the preservation of a sys- 
tem, the admirable tendency of which was 
generally admitted, that his Majesty should 
be vested with a power sufficient to counter- 
act the possible ill effects of the principle 
of resignation ; and that, they contended, 
could only be effected by giving his Majesty 
authority to accept ‘of service from new 
corps. The amendment was rejected after 
a long discussion. 

Lord Grenville next moved an addition to 
the same clause, by which his Majesty 
should be restricted from accepting the ser- 
vice of any greater number of volunteers 
than what they should amount to at the 
passing of this act. As the house seemed 
to disapprove of fettering the discretion of 
his Majesty as to the acceptance of future 
offers of service, the noble lord thought that 
the least injurious mode of keeping up the 


number would be by filling up vacancies in - 


the old corps as they should occur, and not 
by accepting offers from new corps. 
lordship’s amendment was rejected. 

When the clause relative to the exemp- 
tions was read, ~ 

Lord Grenville called the attention of their 
lordships to an amendment which he had to 
propose. Although he might be induced to 
agree to the principle of granting exemp- 
tions in certain cases, he could not, by an 
consideration, bring himself to consent t 
the extension of them té the individuals of 
corps which might be enrolled hereafter, 
The conduct of govt. in the adoption of the 
measure, was very contradictory ; for,after 
all the checks and difficulties which they 
had thrown in the way of the volunteer sys- 
tem, after attempting to counteract, by cir- 
cular Jetters and other means, the increase 


of the volunteer corps, they now came for- _ 


ward for the.purpose of augmenting the 
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| numbers, by carrying the exemptions to a 


greater length than was at first intended, and 
admitted by themselves to be impolitic. 
They were, in reality, rescinding their own 
acts ; .and the effect, he had no doubt, would 
ultimately prove injurious to the ballot for 
the militia and the army of reserve. After 


_ @ recapitulation of several arguments which 


he formerly used, his lordship concluded 
with moving an amendment to the clause, 
that the words, tabe enrolled hereafter,’ 
be left out.” 

Lord Hawkesbury opposed the amend- 
ment, and entered at some length into the 
nature and constituiion of the volunteer 
force, andthe circumstances under which it 
had been formed. He defended the grant- 
ing of the exemptions from the reasonable- 
ness of the thing, that volunteers should 
have them whose services were extended to 
every part of the kingdom, in the same 
manner as those of the militia. It was pro- 
per that these exemptions should be con- 
tinued to any corps that might hereafter be 
formed, in order to have them alli on the 
same footing, especially as it was not at 
present in contemplation to increase the 
numbers of the volunteers. 

Lord Harrowby spoke in favour of the 
amendment, and against the exemptions. 
He thought ministers reprehensible for fluc- 
tuation and inconsistency. Though they 
found the volunieer system in part esta- 
blished, yet the circumstances of the coun- 
try, under which that system was set on foot 
by his Majesiy' former confidential servants, 
were very different from the present. -Till 
now invasion was never seriaus!y expected. 
Though he thought the amendment right, 
he acknowledged he did not see any consi- 
derable practicable consequences, as “it 
seemed to be the intention of his Majesty's 
ministers not to extend the number of vo- 
lunteers. 

Lord Hobart supported the clause as it 
originally stood, and stated the motives of 
his conduct ia writing the letter of the 20th 
of June, or rather the postscript of it. As 
far as he could at that time divine the in- 
tention of himself and colleagues, he 
thought it was likely the exemptions would 
be denied. He, therefore, conceived it would 


’ ‘be the safest mode to repress any expecta- 


tion of that sort in, the volunteers. 

Earl Fitzwilliam was in favour of the 
amendment, and thought the exemptions 
extremely injudicious. 

The Lord Chancellor entered into a minute 
defence of the clause. The quegtion, he 
said, was, whether. it was politic at this mo- 


ment to extend the exemptions to such yo- 


lunteets as might in future be inrolled ? He 
conceived it was; and, therefore, the mea- 
sure had his support. In fact, the exemp- 
tions now contended for were, by this very 
act, lodged in the discretion of the crown. . 

Lord Caernarvon opposed the clause, and 
thought that discretion of the crown that 
was to be exercised by his Majesty's present 
ministers should be carefully guarded a- 
gainst. The ballot he thought oppressive 
and unjust.” 

Lord King said, that in the parallels drawn 
between the volunteers of last war and this, 
it_was always forgotten, that in the last war 
the exemptions did not apply till the militia 
was complete. In this, the volunteer system 
was coexistent with the ballot for the mi- 


litia. The exemptions, he thought, injuti- 


rious, and supported the amendment, 

Lord Bolton thought the exemptions origi- 
nally wrong, but as they could not now be _ 
taken away without introducing variation of 
service in the same corps, he was against the 
amendment. 

Lord Westmorland was decidedly against 
the amendment, thinking the exemption 
useful. He could not conceive how the re 
cruiting of the regular army oculd be im< 
peded by it; and as ta ballots, unless no 
man was to be found in the parish, he did 
not see how the militia, or army of reserve, 
were losers. : 

Earl Spencer defended the amendment, 
and pointed out the inconsistency and im- 
policy of the clause. It materially affected 
the recruiting the regular army, as by nar-. 
rowing .the number to which ballots for the 
militia and army of reserve applied, the 
prices for substitutes were increased, and of 
course the competition of the recruiting 
parties for the army was injured. 

Lord Auckland supported the original 
clause on the ground of its justice, consisten- 
cy and policy. 

Lord Grenville replied to the arguments 
advanced against his amendments: as to va- 
riation of service in the same corps, nothing 
was more common now, This was evidently 
the case with supernumeraries of all sorts, 
and, with respect to the exemptions of this 
act, some men who served -§ days had one 
exemption, those who served 20 another, 
In short, these variations were common, 
He refuted with great force and happy ef= 
fect, the assertion of the noble lord who 
spoke last, and shewed that nothing could 
be more unjust, inconsistent, or impolitic. 
than the clause in question, 

Lord Winchelsea considered alt the vofun« 
teers entitled to exemptions, both in point 


of justice and of gratitude. Besides the 
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time that they gave up to acquire military 
discipline, the expense which every volun- 
tecer incurred was greater than would have 

been sufficient to purchase the exemptions, 
by subscribing to indemnify himself against 
being drawn in the militia or army of reserve. 
.. Lord Romney supported the clause on near- 
ly the same ground. He however expressed 

opinion, that a much greater volunteer 
force should be raised, and particularly in 

_ the maritime counties ; and he thought those 
who should in future join weie equally en- 
titled to exemptions. 

Earl Camden thought, that originally the 
volunterr army night have been raised with- 
eut granting these exemptions ; but since 
they were granted to the volunteers now 
existing, he thought they should be also 
extended to those who might in fatue be 
joined to them.. He agreed with the noble 
lord who spoke last, that there should be a 
considerable sincrease of volunteer force in 
the maritime counties. This was, he said, 


almost the unanimous wish of the noblemen - 


and gentlemen of the county of Kent, at a 
ublic. meeting which he had attended.— 
he house then divided on the clause as it 

Q.iginally stood. 

Contents - - - 4l 
Non-contents 1} 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, Aprib§, 


“{Mixvtes.J—This day the house met 
pLtsuant to adjournment.—A message was 
received from the secretary of state’s office 
for Ireland, presenting An Account of the 
exports and imports, in pursuance of a pre- 
vious order of the house.—A message was 
received from the Lords, announcing their 
concurrence with the innkeeper’s allowance 
bill, and several other public and private 
. bills that had passed. the house previously 
to the recess:— Mr. Creevey moved, that the 
order of the day of the 17th instant, for ta- 
king iuto consideration the petition against 


the undue election of the county of Surling 


_ be read, in order to be discharged. The 
order having been read and discharged ac- 
_ cordingly, the hon. member then moved, 
that the petition be taken into consideration 
onTuesday the first of May, which was agreed 
to.—Mr. Sec, Yorke, in pursuance of a former 
order of the house, brought up lists of such 
militia corps in Ireland as had volunteered 
their services to Great-Britain, which were 
ordered to lic on the table, and to be print- 
ed for the use of the members.—Sir J. An- 


- @etson, in pursuance of a former order of | 
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the house, brought up certain accounts re. 
lating to the armed shipping of the country, 
which were ordered to be printed. — Mr, 
Vansittart moved for the production of the 
accounts of the outstanding exchequer 


bil’s of last year, which was accordingly. 


ordered —-Mr. Corry brought in a biil to 
amend the existing laws for the better regus 
lation of the linen manufactory in Ireland, 


- which was read a first and ordered to be 


read a second time to:morrow.—-Mr. Corry 
moved that the Irish flax seed bill be printed, 
which was accordingly ordered. — Lord 
Castlereagh, in pursuance of a previous or- 
der of the house brought up a copy of the 
correspondence that had taken place bei ween 
the govt. of India, and the King of Candy, 
in relation to the causes of the present war, 
which was ordered to be printed. —Mr. 
gus in pursuance of a former order, present. 
ed certain accounts from the Excise Oifice, 
which was ordered to lie on the table. -—-The 
Dablin police bill was read a secoud time 
and ordered to be commiited 

{Lisksarp Evection.]—Mr. Sheridan 
moved, that the order of the day for re+ 
suming the adjourned debate on. the clection 
of Liskeard be read, which having been 
read accordingly, 

The Speaker recalled the attention of the 
house to the situation of the debate on the 
day of iis adjournment. The original mo- 
tion was, that the order of the day for taking 
into considerrtion the petition of Mr. Huse 


| kisson on the gth instant be read in order to 


be discharged.—The question therefore ba. 
ving been accordingly put, that the said or- 
der be discharged, 

Mr. Burroughs rose, and opposed the dis- 
charge of the order, He animadvertea par- 
ticularly on the inconsistency of Mr. Shes 
ridan’s opposing, in the first instance, the le« 
gality of the return, and on the next day 
objecting to the legality of the election, 
He contended, that the petition of Mr. Hus- 
kisson did not complain of a double return, 
but of the inconveniency of being prevented 
from taking his seat, by means of a schedule 
annexed to the indenture of his election, 
purporting to be a return, but which in fact, 


| was nothing, as it had not been legally sign- 


ed by the retarning officer. He laid the 
moré stress upon this, as neither of the pe- 
titions denied the mayor to be the legal re- 
turning officer. The question to be tried 
by the committee was quite competent ta 
the house, as Mr. Sheridan had given up 
the double return, and concluded by urging, 
that there was no reason whatever for diss 
charging the order in question. 


The Secretary at War stated, that be had 
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formerly moved the adjournment, in order 
that members. as there exist: d some difficulty 
jn regard tothe rules of the house on the 
subject, might have time to make up their 
minds, and to ascettain the usual practice of 
the house in such cases. ‘!he hon. gent, 
who had just sat down, he thought, had gone 
much further thanhe ought, as the decision 
of the house on a former day in referring 
the question of return to a committee had 
completely superceded every opinion in that 
respect, But the petition of Mr. Husxisson, 
he contended, did complain of a.doubie re- 
turn, or a false return, which to all intents 
and purposes was the same thing, so far as 
the proe-edings of the house were concern- 
ed, and which equally required the appoint- 
mebt of acommittee. He argued tarther, 
that Mr, Sheridan might withdraw his peti- 
tion against the return, dnd support, not- 
withstanding, the rights of his election. The 
right hon. gent. adverted minutely to every 
objection that could be started, and con- 
- cluded: by warmly supporting the motion. 
Mr. Henderson couid not be convinced, 
notwithstanding all that had been said, that 
the return in question was a double return ; 
not a single allegation even in Mr. Sheridan’s 
petition went to make a double return of 


such a nature as required th interference of 


the Grenville act. He argued that the con- 
duct of the sheriff was highly culpable, and 
adduced several cases, to shew that the house 
ought not to be deprived of the presence of 
members, either from caprice in the electors, 
or obstinacy in a disappointed candidate. 
He argued that no return was good, unless 
signed by the returning officer; but the 
return in question was not only not signed, 
but was positively refused to be signed by the 
mayor, who was a!lowed on all hands to be 
the returning officer. 

Mr. Sheridan, at some length, repelled 
the various objections that had been offered. 
He maintained that Mr. Huskisson’s petition 
did complain of a double return, and turned 
over to the words which he apprehended 
must admit of that construction. At any 
rate the double return had been already re- 
cognized by the house, in. as much as they 
had sent it to a committee. So far was the 
conduct of the sheriff to be condemned, 
that measures were now taking against the 
mayor, on account of his obstinacy, in re- 
fusing to sign the return in question, The 
double return, however,was not the shape in 
which they wished the business to go to the 
committee. They wished the right only to 
be considered certain, that in that respect 
they mast have a very decided superiority. | 

‘Mr. W. Dundas opposed the motion 


[10 
from the inconveniency of keeping the 
house empty by such measures, and defeat- 
ing the legal representation of the country, 
He would appeal to both parties if the 
schedule in question was not a paper which 
they could both wish had never existed ; 
but as he already perceived the inclinations 
of the house, he was unwilling to trespass 
on their time.—The question was then put 
and carried, that the order should be dis- 
charged. And on the motion of Mr. She- 
ridan, that the said petition be taken into 
consideration on the 3d of May next, the 
day appointed for the consideration of Mr. 
Sheridan's petition. 

Mr. Burroughs then moved, according to 
a standing order of the house, that the peti-. 
tion of Mr. Huskisson be heard first, as 
they were now both fixed forthe same day. 

The Speaker begged leave to remind the 
hon. gent. that the standing order of the 
house, to which he had alluded, applied only 
to the conduct of committees in regard te 
the priority in question. 

Mr. Somers Cox moved, that the order for . 
the consideration of the right be now read, 
in order that it might be postponed to the 
same day fixed for the petitions.. His rea- 
son was, that the parties that would be in 
consequence of this business brought up to 
London, might not be detained longer than 
was absolutely necessary. 

The Secretary at War observed, that, if the 
question of right was once ascertained, the 
other two questions would follow of course, 
and would therefore save the trouble of any 
farther attendance of witnesses. ; 

Mr. Sheridan did not think, that any wit- 
nesses that might be brought up would re- 
fuse their farther attendance, 

Mr. Cox then stated that, on account of 
the thinness of the house, he was willing to 
withdraw his motion, and gave notice that 
he would again bring it forward to-mor-. 
row. 

Mr. Sheridan presented another petition 
respecting the Liskeard election, which was — 
ordered to be taken into consideration with 
the others, formerly presented, on the 3d of 
May next. 


5, 1804.—Liskeard Election. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, April 6. 
[Minures.] — The comittee upen the . 
Irish priests and deacon’s bill, which stood 
for this day, was, on the suggestion of the 
Bishop of St. Asaph, postponed till Thurs- 
‘ day.—On the motion of Lord Auckland, cer- 
tain accounts respecting the capital, &c. of 


the Scotch bank were ordered to be laid be- 
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fore the house; these were moved for, 
his lordship observed, from no inclination on 
his part to oppose the measure, but from 
the accounts moved for being necessary, he 
understood, for the due illustration of the 
subject.—The bankers’ bill, and the Irish 
militia families provision bill, were brought 
up by Mr, Alexander from the commons.— 
Three private bills were brought up by Mr. 
Duncombe and other gentlemen ; these were 
severa}ly read a first time,—On the motion 
of the Bishop of St. Asaph, all the lords pre- 


- gent during this session were ordered to be 


members of the committee on the St. Pan- 
eras poor bill. 

The house having resolved itself into a com- 
mittee on this bill, and the clause being read, 
which provides that. volunteers shall be 
« exempt from. serving in any additional 
force, raised, or to be raised, for the de- 
fence of the realm, under any act of the last 
session of parliament,” 

Earl Spencer moved to add the words, ‘or 
in an act that\may be passed in the present, 
or any subsequent session of parliament.” 
He observed, that by an act of the 43d of 
the King, exemptions were given to the vo- 
lunteers from any force to be raised by vir- 
te of any future act of parliament ; that 
‘act would be repealed by this, and the vo- 
lunteers would have no other exemption 
than that which’was provided for by this bill, 
which would be only from such additional 
force as might be raised under the acts of 
fature session, Any additional force that 
might be raised under future acts, they 
would not be exempt.from. This was nar- 
rowing the exemptions to which the faith 
of parliament was pledged. In raising a 
cérps in his own neighbourhood, he had 
stated to the persons whom he invited to be- 
come members of it, as it was his duty to 
do, the exemptions of the act of the 43d of 
the King, as part of their compensation 

for their services, If his amendment 
‘should be rejected, what would it be his 
daty now todo? To tell those very per- 
sons, that he had believed parliament would 


~ have kept its faith with them, but it had 


not. The time at which govt. propose to 
take away the volunteers’ exemptions from 
service in any additional force to be raised 
by future acts of parliament, made this 
breach of good faith more striking, since 
-they have declared their intention of ballot- 
ting for men, to form a body, to supply the 
troops of the line with recruits; and this is 
proposed as a permanent system for a new 
kind of army of reserve. 


~The Lord Chancellor objected to the a- 


mendment, because it went to continue a 


practice, become too frequent of late years . 


of binding future parliaments. The power 
of parliament could not be bound, as, atall 
fature times, it must be left to its discre. 
tion ; and the honour of parliament onght 
not to be bound, without strong necessity, 
In the present case, he saw no reason for 
such pledge, because he conceived the cone 
struction of the clause, as it now stands, 
would exempt volunteers from any addition. 
al force, raised under any new act, unless 
such act should specifically take away that 
exemption. The only proper way in which 
parliament could bind itself, would be by 
declaring the exemption when such new act 
come to be passed. 

Lord Grenville did not deny the power of 
parliament to recall its pledge, although he 
was not one of those who used the foolish, 
and he had. almost said impious, phrase of 
the omnipotence of parliament. But this 
could only be, in some such case, as it would 
be difficult to suppose or argue so generally, 
And that parliament might wisely bind itself, 
in the way he had already limited, was plain 
in the case of the laws which secure the 
public creditor. Hedid not think it prudent 
to introduce the question of parligment not 
keeping its faith, as it might be supposed to 
express something not in the contemplation 


of the speaker. The only point here was, 


whether the promise was one to which par- 
liament would continue to pledge its faith ? 
And he would confess, he could scarcely cons 
ceive any one which so imperious demanded 
such explicit declaration and pledge. ~The 
vote of parliament was a record to which the 
public creditor could resort in the case of 
money ; and, in the present instance, it 
would be a record of the same nature to the 
volunteer. If the amendment should be re- 
jected, the record which is the pledge to 
the volunteer, would be withdrawn, and 
every man of plain understanding would 
conclude that parliament does not intend to, 
continue those exemptions it had promised 
by the former act. The clause, as it now 
stands, alters the extent of the exemptions, 


-the persons to whom exemptions are given, 


and the conditions on which they are 
given. 
The Earl of Caernarvon said, if the amend~ 


ment was rejected, the good faith of parlia- 


ment would now be actually breken ; and 
it would be impossible longer for any man 
to place any confidence in parliament. It 
was not for the house to say, parliament will, 


keep its faith with the volunteers, when any. 


additional force comes to be raised under 


future acts. No ! the faith of parliament was 
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to be kept now, by continuing the exemp- 
tions of the former act ; or broken now, by 
passing the present clause. ; 

“The Lord Chancellor said, he had con- 
tended for the only way in which the faith 
of parliament could be preserved. His lord- 
ship then repeated his former arguments. 

Earl Spencer rose to say, how impossible 
it was for him to express his surprise at the 
argument of the noble and learnedlord. He 


"had never heard any thing which did so mach 


surprise him. He considered it as a subter- 
fuge, to take away the volunteer's exemp- 
tions, by legal distinctions and subtleties, If 
the clause passed, he should look upon him- 
self as having been tricked into kidiapping 
men by false offers. His personal pledge 
would be destroyed, and the fuith of parlia- 
ment violated. He saw their -lordships 
thought him warm. But so highly did he 
prize the honour of parliament, he would 
rather see his own personal honour tarnished 
than that of parliament, and he hoped every 


» one who heard him would know how valu- 


able his honour was to him. ~ It might. be 
said the volunteers may resign, if they are 
now dissatisfied with the exemptions. It 
ought never to be so put. He did not, how- 
ever, think they would resign. He knew 
too well their zeal and courage. But surely 
this was not a reason for depriving them of 
any benefits that had been promised them. 
The Lord Chancellor said, the noble earl 
had argued as if he had advised parliament 
to trick the volunteers of their exemptions, 
by what he was pleased to call legal subter- 
fuge and subtleties. He would inform the 
noble earl, that he had as high a regard to 
the honour of parliament and to his own ho- 
nour, as the noble earl ; and he meant by 
that to express his feelings of the injustice 


‘done him, since he could not wish fora 


higher character, as a public man, nora 
higher character as a private man, than that 


of his lordship. He begged leave to restate 


his argament, if he might presume to call it 
such. His lordship then repeated his former 


- argument. 


Lord Ellenborough objected to the amend- 
ment on the same principle as the Lord Chan- 


cellor. 


The Duke of Montrose lamented the 
warmth which had entered into the debate, 
He was sorry to see nobie lords agitated in 
the manner the house had witnessed. He 
wished his noble friends to consider this 
amendment candidly ; and he confessed, he 
saw it as a reasonable and just demand of the 
noble earl in behalf of the volunteers.—A 
Tong conversation followed this; afterwhich, 

“The Lord Chance he 


‘amendment was adopted, all the volanteers’ 


who might be hereafter raised, would be en= 
titled to the exemptions from any additional 
force to be raised under future acts, as well 
as those to whom the promise of parliament » 
had been made, which went beyond the 
scope of the noble earl’s argument. He, 
therefore, recommended the noble earl to 
withdraw this amendment; and suffering 
the clause to pass, to move an amendment 
afterwards, specifically to give the volun- 
teers, now in existence, the exemption con- 
tended for. 
Earl Spencer said, govt. had chosen to ¢on- 
terid, and the house had resolved, that all 
the volunteers that might hereafter be raised, 
should be entitled to the same exemptions as 
those now existing. He had not introduced 
that question to be re-argued. He. was, 
therefore, bound to take that as he found it 
by the decision last night, and to make the 
amendment generally.— The house divided | 
on the amendment, 
Contents - - = 14 
Non-contents - - 34 
_ Majority + - + 20 
Lord Grenville said, he rose for the pur- 
pose of proposing another amendment, which. 
both justice and policy required. By the re- 
turns on the table, the wole number of vos 
lunteers amounted to 360 or 380,000. A- 
mong these the same returns specified ahout 
4 or 5,000, who originally tendered their 
services generally, unclogged by any-condi-« 
tion ofexemption whatever. Though averse 
for the reasons stated last night to the princi- 
ple of exemption, it was not to be supposed 
that he could think its extension to so incon- 
siderable a portion of the volunteers would 
be of any material ‘consequence, much less 
could those noble lords who seemed, last 
night, to think so little of the number of vo- 
lunteers, when those who, on account of 
age and families, were exempted, were de« 
ducted, would remain subject to the ballots 
for the army of reserve and militia. It was 
true, he did not confide implicitly in the ac- 
curacy of the returns as.to either class, but 
still the number of volunteers, of the descrip- 
tion to which he now referred, was known 
to be very inconsiderable. Such as they were, 
in point of nambers, it was, however, ob- 
vious, that in point of zeal and spirit, they 
stood distinguished highly to their advan- 
tage. Govt., however, wholly unmindful of 
this circumstance, proceeded in their con- 
duct towards this meritorious class of volun- 
teers with a kind of Jewish rigidity. Such 
was the letter of their agreement, aud they 


must falfil it. When the number of th <a 


| | 
| | 
| | 
| | | 


_ exemptions was considered, the greatest ene- 


my to the principle of exemption might re- 
lax something to such prompt and confiding 


loyalty as these volunteers had shewn But, 


it was wonderful how govt., which had so 
warmly contended for exemptions to the 
whole class of volunteers now in existence, 
and yet to come, could so far set all consis- 
‘tency at defiance, as to introduce a proviso 
for the express purpose of taking it away 
from them. . Before this class of volunicers 
were tied down to the strict letter of their 
offer, let it be considered under what circum- 
stanced it was made. The circular letter of 
the noble Sec. of State on the 20th of June, 
held out.to the public the opinion and in- 
tention of govt. relative to exemptions ; it 
was a kind of public declaration that they 


_ ought not to be allowed. The noble and 


learned lord (the Chancellor) had said, that 
the bill, allowing those exemptions, passed 


through all its stages in due form. It might 


so, but let it be recollected that these stages 
did not commence ti!l the gth of Aug. ; and 
that in the course of that day and the two 
following the biil passed. Now, from. the 
20th of June to the gih of Aug. ail that was 
known to the public was, that govt. thought 
no exemptions should be allowed. What, 
therefore, was more natural, than that this 
very expression of opinion, might call forth 


the very terms of offer, which, now that 


govt. had changed its own opinion, it un- 
graciously attempted to perpetuate on those 
who, from a sense of duty, had been induced 


_mobly to step forward and make a tender of 


their services, on terms less favourable than 
what they might have obtained? These 


-were.the sentiments which a fair and liberal 


construction of these terms. of offer would 
suggest; but take them in the strictest letter, 
even there his lordship contended they were 
and should be exempt. Though govt. them- 
selves brought in the clause that, against the 
general tenor of the bill and their own pub- 
lic opinions, introduced the exemptions, 
they were so little conversant in its meaning, 
that they could not comprehend its effect, 
till they had consulted the law officers of the 
crown. He was sorry to advert to the opi- 
nions given on that occasion, but must ob- 
serve, that thongh the Attorney and Solicitor 


Generals declared they thought the descrip-_ 


tion of volunteers, now alluded to, could not 
withdraw their terms of offer, though the 
opibion of govt. and the provisions of the act 
were altered, they had yet not thought pro- 
per to assign any reason for that opinion, 
and, by what they subsequently said, it rather 
appeared that they were not very confident 
in it; for, in pointing out the remedy for the 
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case of this description, of claiming exenip. 
tion, their revision and advice is altogether of 
a pohtical nature, and does not at all partake 
of that precise and technical character Which 
legal redress would have done. It com. 
mands the commanders of corps not to make 
the returns they would otherwise be bound 
to make, Possessing personal respect for 
those two gentlemen, the Attorney and So« 
licitor Generals, his lordship yet was obliged 
to differ io opinion with them, as to the 
strict and legal construction of the act, the 
terms of which clearly, to his apprebension, 
did convey to this class of volunteers the 
right of. exemption belonging to others, 
Were it even otherwise, the honour and con- 


-Sisteocy of parliament should  interpose, 


These men, under a mistaken notion’ of the 
sentiments of govt. had generously come 
forward, and unless it was corrected, might 
be said to. be entrapped into offers they 
would not otherwise have thought of mak- 
ing. For these reacons his lordship moved 
an amendment to the proviso, leaving out 
the exception which it contained to volun- 

teers of this description, — 

~ Lord Hobart said, the noble lord supported 
every proposition he made with such abi ity, 
that it was a task of no inconsiderable diffe 

culty to rise in opposition to his arguments. 

He thought, however, the noble lord seemed 

bent on objecting to every part of the bill, . 
whether for or against exemptions. As the 

mattér now stood, it rested in the discretion 
of the crown to continue or not those non- 
exemptions. Notwithstanding the legal opi- 

nions given, it-was clear, from what even 

his lordship said, that doubts prevailed on 

the point, and if so, it was certainly a fit 

subject for the decision of parliament, which, 
by this proviso, left an adequate discretion in 


» his Majesty, while it adhered to the terms of 


the original offers. He therctore should 
vote against the amendment. 

Toe Earl of Romney said, the language 
used by the noble secretary, was not very 
parhamentary. The motives alluded to were 


not to be ascribed to noble lords. He should | 


exercise his own judgment; and, he cons 
fcssed, he approved of the amendment. He 
thought all the volunteers ought to enjoy the 
same exemptions, and certainly those ought 
not to be excepted, who were most merito- 
rigus. . 

Lord Hawkesbury thought this should be 
left to the discretion of his Majesty's govern 
meat. 

The Earl of Caernarvon supported the 
amendment. 


The Lord Chancellor opposed it, and ine . 


sisted that the clause contained no greater 
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jesty at such a momentous crisis as the pre- 
sent.—A division then took place on the 
amendment. 


Contents 14 
Non-contents = 34 
Majority - —20 


- Lord Grenville said, that after what had 
fallen from the noble lord, -he could have.no 
doubt but the words were sufficient to satisfy 
the enlightened minds of judges of the su- 
preme courts of law, but as they might come 
under the consideration of those who had not 
the advantages of such superior understand- 
ings nor such extensive legal study, he 


. could wish the words *‘ shall be” should be 


admitted, in order to take away any doubts 
that might arise in the minds of deputy 
lieutenants, justices of the peace, and others, 
who did not possess the advantages of the 
noble and learned lord, and of other judges 
‘of the land. As to the noble lord’s objection 
to his being strenuous for a nicety and dis- 
crimination in the wording of an act of par- 
liament, it was the first time he ever heard 
of its being made. The general complaint 
of all judges, and others who had to judge of 
them, had been, as far as he recollected, the 
direct contrary, and they had too generally, 
and too truly been taxed with the vague, 
loose, and uncertain manner in which they 
were worded. He condemned the bill ix - 
toto. In his opinion, every clause, sentence, 
line, and word, required amendment. He 
did not wonder at it, when he considered 
the uniform and unremitting inconsistency 
of his Majesty's present ministers, and when 
he reflected on their known incapacity for 
the stations. they now filled, from that want 
of confidence he must naturally have in 
every thing they proposed, he could not but 
be extremely cautious how he ventpred to 
trust any extraordinary powers in theit hands. 
Lord Hobart said, his Majesty's ministers 
could not but seriously lament the loss of the 
noble lord’s support; and having sustained 


_ 80 great & loss, he did not wonder to hear 


him disapprove their measures, and roundly 
charge them with inconsistency, With 
the noble lord’s support, it seemed ministers 
had also lost his confidence. This, too, was 
‘not to him any great matter of surprise ; 
‘but by way of consolation, his Majesty's mi- 
-nisters had the supreme satisfaction to re- 
flect, that they still possessed the confidence 
of that, and the other house of parliament, 
‘and, he believed, of a very great majority of 
the public also; and while they had that, 
‘they had a right to bring forward such mea- 
sures as they deemed necessary for the de~ 
‘fence of the country, however those mea- 
sures might be disapproved by the noble 
Vou. I. 
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powers than ought to be entrusted to his Ma- 


| neither just nor constitutional. 
‘the organs of the crown, and were therefore 


lord. As the amendment ¢id not seem to 
him to be at all necessary, he should resist it, 

Lerd King said, that no person really hos-- 
tile to the government would wish to’ nats 
row their discretion’ relative to the volun 
teers. What discretion they had exercised 
they had so abused, that the greater the en 
mity-to them the more that discretion would 
be extended. The noble sec. of state had 
boasted of ministers enjoying the confidence 
of the house; perhaps that was an enjoy 
ment that would not be of long continuance, 
As to the confidence of the public, he 
thought they did not possess any great share 
of it, for he really believed that the news 


a splendid victory, or even what was 


more desirable, the certainty of a treaty of 
peace being signed, would not inspire the 
people with so much real joy as am assurance 
of the present ministers’ being dismissed. 
Lord Hawkesbury defended ministers 
againet the charge of inconsistency.’ He had 
acted during the last war with the noble lord 
who made it, and with the then ministry, 
the greater part of whose conduct he highly 
approved, and they were charged witli many 
acts of inconsistency; the reason of which 
was, that war produced new events, and 
new events new measures, The same was 
the case in the present war. Measures un= 
looked for, and untried before, were obliged 
to be resorted to, and when tried, were 
obliged to be changed. The argument, how- 
ever, urged by the noble lord, that the King's 
ministers had lost the public confidence, was 
They were 


entitled to confidence in all measures which 
were pressing for the defencé of the country. 
If the bouse disapproved those measures, 
they should send an address to the throne for 
the dismissal of ministers, and not endeavour 
to take away that confidence which was so 
necessary to their well doing, by broad asser- 
tions that they had tost it. A noble duke 
had said, that ministers had before the re- 
cess promised to bring forward a complete 
system on the subject of the volunteers. For 
his own part, he never heard of any such 
promise; all that had been promised was, 
that they thought it necessary some further 
provisions should be made to what had been 
then done. As to the amendment, he thought 
it unnecessary, and should resist it. : 
The Duke of Montrose said, what he had 
stated was, that ministers liad, before the 
reces3, promised to bring forward a system 


. on the volunteers, and they had only brought 


in a bill, which was a blank, and which had 
been made up by alterations and amend- 
ments, suggested by ingenious and well 
peas. members of another assembly, wha 


x 


| 
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had.kindly endeavoured to take it out of its 
original chaos and confusion, and to put it 
‘into some shape and form, applicable to the 
purpose for which it was professed to be first 
intended. Hence arose its almost innumera- 
ble defects. He'could not but condemn the 
bill, and must oppose it in almost every part; 
but, in so doing, it was by no means his in- 
tention to embarrass his majesty’s ministers ; 
on the contrary, he would endeavour to as- 
sist them, by giving them information of all 
those parts he thought exceptionable, in or- 
der that they might give them consideration, 
and be prepared to alter or amend them as 
they might think was best. 
_ Lord King said, he had drawn from both 
‘the first and second sec. of state, a warm 
boast of their enjoyment of the public confi- 
dence, but he still continued of opinion that 
all the confidence they possessed, was in 
their own confident statements. 
The Earl of Caernarvon said, he was sur- 
_ ‘prised at the language used by the noble sec. 
of state (Hawkesbury), that it was uncon- 
itutional to-say in that house, that ministers 
had lost the public confidence. He con- 
tended that it. was, on the contrary, strictly 
constitutional ; and, so far was it from being 
_ unjust, thathe pertectly coincided in opinion 
with the noble lord (King) near him, by 
‘whom it had been advanced. 
- ‘The Lord Chancellor defended what had 
been said by his noble friend (lord Hawkes- 
bury). He did not deny that it was constitu- 
‘tional to say ministers had lost the public con- 
fidence; but it was only fair that any noble 
lord who made the assertion should mention 
the groynds on which he made it, and follow 
it upwith an address to his Majesty todismiss 
ministers. Amidst this talk about 
‘confidence, however, the noble lords oppo- 
‘site should take into their consideration, that 
‘suppose his Majesty's present ministers should 
be removed, they might, perhaps, be suc- 
ceeded by those who would rea]!y possess no 
more of the confidence of those novice Jords 
than the present ministers did. His lordship 
conjured their lordships either to give them a 
continuation of their confidence or to move 
for their dismissal. 

Lord Grenville defendec the right which 
every indiyidual had of opposing the en- 
trusting of discretionary powers to ministers 
in whom he could place no confidence. He 
insisted that it was the duty of every one 
who held such an opinion, to refuse to mi- 
nisters those supplies without which the 


- executive govt. could not be carried on. 


This was the check imposed upon the'crown 
by the constitution. He agreed in the good 
intentions of ministers. He meyer meant 
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to say of them, or of any individuals in the 
kingdom, that they were not eager to pro. 
mote the public welfare as far as lay in their 
power. 
were not equal to the duties of their station 
at the present crisis, and the want of confi- 
dence in them was rapidly increasing. 

The Earl of Limericé compared the con- 
duct of the opposition to the Kings of 
France and England attacking one city. The 
inhabitants refused to sutrender till 
found which of the Kings was the strongest, 
But the Sovereigns resolved to attack the 
city in concert, and then to fight between 
themselves for the possession of it.—After 
a few words from Lord Harrowby, the Duke 
of Montrose, and the Lord Chancellor, the 
amendment was rejected. 

Earl Darniy then moved, as an amend, 
ment, that no volunteer should be entitled 
to exemptions who had not offered to serve 
in any part of Great Britain in case of in, 
vasion. This was opposed by Lords Roms 
ney, Winchelsea, and Egremont, who cons 
tended that it would be a breach of faith to 
the volunteers to narrow the exemptions 
under which they had been embodied. 
Earl Darnley then consented to withdraw 
his amendment, for the purpose of introda- 
cing another, the effect of which was to 
deprive all volunteers of exemptions who 
had not offered to serve in the military dis- 
trict to which they belonged.—This amends 
ment was opposed upon the same grounds as 
the former, and after some consideration, 
the noble lord was induced to withdraw it, 
—-The clause was then agreed to, and the 
house being resumed, the committee wag 
ordered to sit again on Monday. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, April 6, 1804. 


[Mtnutes.]—Lord John Campbell took 
his seat for the first time since his election 
for the county of Argyle, together with the 
usval oaths.—On the motion of Mr. Van- 
sittart, an order was made for laying before 
the house, accounts of all imports into Great 
Britain, exclusive of grain, from April 1803 


to April 1804 ; alse, accounts of all British 


exports, and of the net produce of the per- 
manent taxes daring the said iod. The 
accounts presented from the Excise Office, 


were ordered to be priated for the use of the 
members.— Mr. Irvine, the inspector gene- 
ral of exports and imports, presented at the 
bar, the accounts moved for by Mr. Van- 
sittart.—Mr, Sec. Yorke moved, that the 
accounts which he had presented on a for- 
mer day, of those Irish militia yegiments 


But he did say, that their minds 
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who had made a voluntary tender .of their 
services to serve in Great-Britain, be with-- 


drawn, on account of some error in the 


same. This was done; and he presented — 
' other accounts, which were ordered to be 
printed.—Mr. Vansittart brought up certain . 


accounts relative io the 7th art. of the con- 
yention between this country and the United 
States of America. Ordered to lie on the 
table.—-Mr. Dent postponed for a week 
Jonger his intended motion concerning the 


Joyalty loan.—Lord A. Hamilton gave. no- 


tice, that on Thursday next he should bring 
forward a motion on the subject of payments 
made at par to the officers belonging to the 
Trish govt. in this country.—On the motion. 
of Mr. Corry, an order was made, that the 
house should resolve itself into a committee 
on Monday next, to consider of making a 
provision to enable the lord licut. of Ireland 
to augment the militia of that country. Mr. 
Corry at the same time said, he had autho- 
rity to state, that this measure was recom- 
mended by his Majesty. 

{War in Inpta.J—Mr. Francis said, it 
must be in the recollection of several mem- 
bers of the house, that he had lately made 
some propositions to the house respecting 
the war that was entered into, and carried 
on by the direction of the British governor- 
general in India, without the consent or 
knowledge of the govt. of this country. 
Since he had offered that proposition to the 
house, he had seen published in the Court 
Gazette of this country, as well as in dis- 
patches coming from the India-house, the 
accounts of many important events, of which 
the advices had been recently received. 
From the circumstance of these accounts 
having been published in the Gazette, he 
was justified in concluding, that ministers 
must have received some further advices 
from India. And he thought it might be 
useful to. bring.this subject again before the 
house, in order that the noble lord (Castle- 
reagh) might have an opportunity of giving 


some explanation upon it. He thought it - 


necessary to observe, that the military suc- 
cesses obtained by our army in India formed 
no part of the question on which he meant 
to rest his proposition. A war might be 
‘attended with the most brilliant success, and 
yet have been undertaken contrary to law, 
andon the most unjustifiable grounds. Qn the 
other band, a war might be andertaken on 
the most wise and just.principles, and prove 
disastrous in the end, Therefore, the cir- 
cumstance of the:war in India having been 
successful, could form.no part of the con- 
#ideration, whether that war had been im- 


»properly undertaken or not. His object 


now was, to know from the noble lord, > 


whether it would be convenient to him to 
state to the house, any communication that 
might have been received from the govt..in 
India, relative to the cause of that war. It 


‘appeared from the official dispatches, that 


the army under General Wellesley was in 
motion, in the beginning of Aug. last.; 
therefore, there was ground to conclude, that 
the orders he had received must have been 
of a much earlier date than that period. 
Such great operations .as those, which ap- 
peared: to have taken place in India, must 
have been a subject of long deliberation; 
much preparation must have been made, and 
the business must have been determined 
upon in the council a. Calcutta, three months 
at least before the commencement of hosti- 
lities. That determination then must have 
been made in May last. .What he wanted 
to ask, therefore, was, whether the Marquis 
of Wellesley had advised the Court of Di- 
rectors of such a resolution ; whether a ree 
port had been made to them of the plan, 
the grounds, and the projects of the intend- 
ed hostilities ? There certainly was suf- 
ficient time for them to have received an 
account of any resolutions that might have 


been taken in Calcutta since May last. This © 


was all he wanted: the noble lord to explain. 
He should then move, “* That there be laid 
before the house, copies or extracts of all 
dispatches received by the directors of the 
East-India company, from the governor- 
general of Bengal, or f:om either, of the 
presidencies of Fort George or Bombay ; so 
far as the same related (othe hostilities lately 
carried on with the Mabratta states.” 


Lord Castlereagh thought it would be 


much more proper to wave the discussion of 
this subject until the practical question should 
come fully. before the house. The same 
reavons-which had induced him on.a former 


day to resist a proposition brought forward _ 


by the hon. gent., made it necessary for bim 


»to oppose the present. In point of fact, he 
-could assure the hon. gent., that no direct 


communication had been received from 
Bengal, either by sea or land, concerning 
the hostilities in question. The advices that 
were received came from the presidencies ; 
and it was from these the court-of directors 
had the accounts of ihe brilliant. successes 


which took place in India.. He was-ready 


to admit, that these successes made no part 
of the question, whether the war had been 


properly undertaken or not. . At the same 


time, he thought it mecessary, in order that 

no conclusion might be drawn to the pre- 

judice of the noble marquis at the head of 

govt..iu India, to state that no advices 
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chad been received from him later than the 
of June last.” With respect to com- 
“munications overland, they had of late been 
‘very slow ; and he could not account for 
‘the delay of these advices through that con- 
aveyance, which were long expected. It 
‘was true, the measures which led to the war 
-arose out of atreaty that had been concluded 
‘some months before ; but govt. was not yet 
‘in possession of the resolutions of the govt. 
and council relative to the war. He hoped, 
“however, the business would be looked upon 
‘as awhole, and not in a confined or partial 
manner = It would be impossible to form 
‘an aceurate judgment on the transaction, 
‘until dispatches were received from the su- 
‘preme govt. in India, and until then, he 
wished the hon. gent. might forbear making 
“apy motion on the subject. 
~ Mr. Johnstone said, he could not forbear 
expressing his astonishment that govt. had 


‘received no information as to the grounds 


*npon which ‘hostilities had been commenced 
in India. There were three opportunities 
of conveying information on the subject 
Bengal. An-overland dispatch was 
‘sent off on the Oth of Sept from that place; 
and two vessels had since sailed from thence. 
act of parliament positively prescribed, 
that information concerning war should be 
conveyed as speedily as possible ; and it was 
extraordinary, that no information had been 
sent to this country relative to the causes of 
the war; and even if the information should 
‘arrive, there was danger, from its probable 
‘Je-gth, and the time necessary for printing 
“it, that it could not be taken into considera- 
tion before the present session of parlia- 
“ment should pass away. As far as he was 
able to judge of the batile which took place 
on the 23d of last Sept., he could not see 
in it any of the fruits of a victory. He 
hoped he should be disappointed in his ap- 
_ -prehensions concerning that combat; but 
he thought. it most extraordinary and unac- 
-Countabie that the joformation the house 
had a right to expect, had never been con- 

veyed to it, 
»» Lerd Castlereagh said, that his Majesty’s 
‘ministers were in possession of the discus- 
sions which took place between Scindea 
General Wellesley, and which led to 
‘hostilities in the Mabratta country, but they 
\ ‘were not in possession of any documents 
' that could shew what had been the gover- 
+ Bor general's view of the subject, when he 
gave directions. to cammence hostilities. 
/#t present i was not candid to suppose 
~ that be had neglected any opportunity of 
taking the necessary communications, be- 


. Cause cne or two ships might haye happened 
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to sail from Bengal, without bringing any 
dispatches from him. 
Mr. Francis said, he knew none of the 
parties concerned in those transactions to 
which he alluded, and therefore he conld 
not be supposed to act from prejudice tos 
wards any of them., But this he knew, and 
from the knowledge he had of India, and 
his residence there, he thought it his duty 
to’ state it; that one of the leading princi- 
ples always inculcated there was to preserve 
the peace of India, and no governor had a 
right toenter upon a war from his own au. 
thority. It was a most lamentable thing to 
hear of wars being now carried on along the 
Malabar coast and north of Delhi. He wag 
not now discussing the operations of Ge. 
neral Wellesley. What he pressed upon 
was, that the house ought to be in posses. 
sion of the deliberations which took place 
at Calcutta, when it was determined to 
make war, and send an army against the 
Mahrattas. And all this must have been 
done before the 26th of last June. At pre- 
sent he had no objection to withdraw his 
‘motion, but he should resume it again 
whenever he should find it necessary to do 
so; as he conceived it to be of the utmost 
‘importance that the house should discuss a 
uestion of this kind.—The motion was 
en withdrawn, 


{Liskearp Execrion.}— Mr. Somes: 
Cocks said, that upon inquiry, he found that 
the petition of right ought to be tried before 
any other petition relative to this election; 
and as it must be the wish of all the parties 
to save the expense of sending for witnesses 
from Cornwall, to appear before three dif- 
ferent committees, he should propose such 
days for taking the different petitions into 
consideration, that one might speedily fol- 
low the other; and asthe witnesses on each 
were nearly the same, one journey to town 
would serve for all. 


Mr. Sheridan said, he had no objection to 


the days being fixed in the following man- 


ner: the 24th of April, the 3d of May, and 
the 7th of May.—The petition of right was 


_ then postponed to the 24th instant ; and the 


petition of T. Sheridan, Esq. was ordered 
to be taken into consideration on the: 3d-of 
May. On Mr. Sheridan's moving to put 
off the consideration of Mr. Huskisson’s pe- 
tition until the 3d of May, the motion was 
opposed by Mr. Banks, Mr. Burroughs, &c. 
and at last it was withdrawn on, the sugges- 
tion of the Speaker, who observed, that if it 
should now be negatived, the house could 
not afterwards alter the order which now 


stood for taking it into consideratiop.. 
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fIrtsa Mrtitra Orrer Bree.) — Mr. 
Secretary Yorke moved the second reading 
of the Irish militia offer bill. 

Sir William Elford declared, that he did 
pot feel himself completely satisfied as to 
the propricty ofsuch a measure as that which — 
the bill before the house professed to en- 
force. At a time when that countyy was 
particularly supposed to be the chief object 
of invasion, nothing could prove to him the 
propriety of withdrawing 10,000 good and 
effective troops out of the island, unless any 
-hon. member could bring forward a clear 
and positive demonstration that there were 


at present in Ireland full 10.000 men more 


‘than were absolutely necessary for the de- 
fence of that part of the empire. He might 
be told, perhaps, that they were to be re- 
placed by another levy of the same descrip- 
tion. He was certain, however, that no 


| new raised troops could be rendered as effi- 


cient as those to be withdrawn, within the 
time in which it was. probable that some 
attempt might be made by the enemy ; it 
would be difficult evea to recruit such a 
force within the time, as far as he could in- 
_fer from what he had heard his Majesty's 
ministers declare respecting the danger of 
invasion. The Irish militia had proved 
themselves to be a most gallant and useful 
body of men during the late unfortunate re- 
bellion ; and, though it might be added that 
the appearance of the English militia was 
‘also of some importance at that period, he 
could not suppose that any gentleman could 
fora moment imagine that the danger of 
‘this country was at present so far greater 
than that of Ireland, as to justify a similar 
- offer on the part of the Irish militia. Their 
liberality and loyalty he did not mean by any 
means to call in question. But there were 
some circumstances respecting the offers 
of particular regiments which might perhaps 
be further explained in the course of debate. 
All that at present he could wish was, to 
‘hear the matter fairly.accounted for, and all 
its concomitant circumstances related to the 
house, 

Mr. Bankes rose to state that his senti- 
ments with respect to this measure had un- 
“dergone no alteration since he had last the 
honour of addressing the house, although, 
from the thinness of the house upon the pre- 
_sent occasion, he should not enter into the 
subject at any length, but would reserve 
himself for a future opportunity... 

Mr. Bastard said, that he entirely coin-. 
cided with the hon. member who had just 
sat down, as to the nature and tendency of 
the-bill before the house.—The motion was | 
agreed to, andthe billordered to be com- 
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mitted for Tuesday.‘ The Irish militia aug 
mentation bill was also read a third time 
and committed for Tuesday, 

{Inish Frax-Serp Bitt.} - On. the se- 
cond reading of the. Irish flax-seed: bill 5a 

The Hon. C..H. Hutchinsom expressed a 
wish that provision should be made in the 
bill to prevent the oil manufacturers of Ire- 
land from being injured in their trade. 

Mr. Corry said, if bis hon. friend; would 
read the bill, he would find that, although 
bad. or damaged flax-seed was not permit- 
ted to be sold till the first of July, yet it 
might be served out to the off manufacturer, 
sooner than that.time, on his giving securi- 
ty that it was not be sownia the ground. 
The bill was then read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed on Wednesday mext. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
beds Monday, April 9. 
{[Minutes.]—The several: bills before 
the house were fotwarded in their respective 
stages.—One private bill was brought up 
from ‘the commons’by Sir J. W. Anderson, 
and read a first time.— Mr. Mansfield, from 
the Scotch bank company, presented certain 
accounts relative to the capital, &c. of that 
corporation, which were ordered to lie upon 
the table. —On the motion of lord: Auckland, 
Mr. Wyatt was ordered to attend the com- 
mittee of their lordships, when it was-refer- 
red to consider of the best mode of improv- 
ing the lighting of, and avenues to’ the 
house, &c. 
[Derence or tHe Counrry.] — The 
Earl of Suffolk observed; that as he could 
not, in the stage the volunteer bill was atpre- 
sent before their lordsbips, regularly deliver 
his sentiments principle of that 
measure, a consideration which he conceived 
of extreme importance, “be should, to-mot- 
row, bring forward a motion upon a subject 
of the highest importanee, und closely con- 


nected with the measure: alluded he. 


meant the general defence of the country, 
The noble earl then moved that their lord- 
ships be summoned for'to-morrow ; which 


[Vacunreer Consoeipatiow Brit, } 
Lord Hawkesbury moved the order! of 
day for the house'to revolve into a commit- 
tee upon this bill ; and .accordinglysLord 

Lord Grenville observed, that there was 
some obscurity the word “®joined;” in 
the clause then before the house. was 
meant to refers tu those persons »who first 
joined any n- w mem- 
bers); but.itiwas ambiguous, in as: as 
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it might apply to those persons who, after 
having been often absent from sickness, or 
any sufficient reason, had afterwards joined. 
-He therefore proposed to substitute the 
words *‘* became members of any corps.” » 
Lord Hobart proposed that this should be 
considered; and if necessary, amended on 
the report.—Agreedto. © 
Lord Grenville afterwards objected to a 
Tong reference to a former act at the top of 
the 7th page of the bill, on the grounds that. 
it was totally unnecessary, the case having 
been sufficiently provided for in the last 
clause. He therefore proposed that these 
- words should be left out, as they were only 
a needless incumbrance upon the bill_— 
Lords. Hawkesbury, Auckland, and Hobart 
opposed the amendment, upon the prin- 
- ciple that it was perfectly correct to refer 
to a former act.—Lord Grenville then beg- 
ged, that before the words passed, the noble 
lords who brought in the bill would inform 
the house what they enacted. 
». Lord Auckiand replied, that the noble 
lord himself was conversant with the bill to 
which that reference was made, and if he 
understood what the words meant, he would 
do well to inform the house. 
Lord Grenville observed, that he did not. 
‘tonderstand what the words meant, and that 
: he proféssed to understand none of the pre- 
sent acts of the administration.—The words, 
however, were passed 4s part of the bill.— 
When the reading clerk came to that part 
-of the clause relating to the exemptions of 
volunteers from certain taxes, that directs 
the commanding ollicers to make their re- 
turns * to the inspector of taxes of the dis- 
-trict, or of any adjoining districts,” 


Lord Grenville observed, that there ap- 


_peared here to be an obscurity. The intention 
_of the words, ** or of any adjoining district,” 
he conceived to be to give the power to a 
-commanding officer of making the return 
to the inspector of a neighbouring district, 
in case there should be no inspector of the 
taxes in his own district. This, however, 
‘was not clearly expressed, and therefore he 
«moved that the words “ of any” be left out, 
“ and that it should stand thus, “ or if there 
bé no inspector in his own district, to the 
of any adjoining district.” 
rd Hawkesbury opposed the motion, on 
the.grounds that there might have been rea-- 
sons for making use. of the expressions al- 
weady in the bill, of which he was not at’ 
présent aware. He agreed that the noble 
Jord’s words would, according to present 
-pearances, be more:clear, and therefore ‘he 
had no objection to consider the point, and | 
move an amendment un the-report, 
was necessary. : 
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Lord Grenvi/le observed, that this was a 
, new way of treating a committee of the 
Lords. The noble secretary himself confess. 
ed the propriety of the amendment, but 
instead of adopting it as became the dignity 
of the house, according to the light which it 
had at present, he was to consider the mat. 
‘ter in his closet, and then propose an 
amendment or not, as he thought proper! 
Really, the matter was so plain that he was 
ashamed to trouble their lordships so long 
upon it, but he would positively adhere to 
his amendment, not so much for its import. 
-ance, as for the purpose of resisting the 
principle upon which the ministry appeared 
to act, which went to treat the House of 
Lords with the most utter contempt, and 
-make it a cypher in the Constitution. 

Lord Romney agreed with his noble rela. 
tion, that the house was to decide, accord- 
iog to the lights which it had at present, 
and not wait till the noble secretary was 
“prepared to give further information on the 
subject. 

The Lord Chancellor conceived the words, 
as they stood at present, to be intended as 
a relief to commanding officers, who would 
thus be empowered to make their returns to 
the inspector of their own district, or to the 
inspector of any adjoining district, as they 
found it most convenient. He would theré- 
fore have proposed the present words, in 
case they had not stood in the bill. 

Lord Auckland observed, that a bill could 
not be drawn up in excellent language. It 
was sufficient if it was clear and intelligible; 
The noble lord had exerted great critical 
acumen in endeavouring to convert the bill 
into fine language, but this was not neces- 
sary ina bill of this sort. : 

Grenville replied, that his’aim had 
always been, and was still, to save parlia- 
ment from the disgrace of that constant sac- 
cession of bills te amend bills, that had cha- 
tacterized the measures of ministers. He 
had exerted no farther “ critical acumen.” 
And yet, while he performed this so neces- 
sary a duty, he was told that he was labour- 
ing to convert the bill into fine language. 


selves, on the other side, held opinions quite 
inconsistent with each other on this clause ; 
‘and urged the impossibility of county meet- 
ings understanding acts, upon the meaning 
“ef which the framers could not agree. 
Lord Hobart said, it was very clear to him 
that the nt measure was one of the 


called their fordships’ attention to what had 
on the 


the defence of the country. The last ad- 


He remarked that the noble lords them-— 


-most difficult on which their lordships’ could 
possibly legislate. As.a proof of this, he | 


subject of raising troops for 9 
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ministration was allowed to be as strong and 


enlightened a one as ever governed the coun- | 


. He would only refer to the measures 
they had adopted, and their lordships would 
see, that nothing could surpass the manner 
io which they had biundered through them. 
His lordship adverted, first, to the act for 
raising the supplementary militia, which was 
passed in Nov. 1796, and obliged to be 
amended in the very next month, Dec. ; the 
second was, the act for manning the navy 
and army, and which was so totally inade- 
quate to every purpose it was intended to 
effect, that it was also amended by another 
act of the 30th Dec. following. The third, 
and most defective of all was, the provisio- 
nal cavalry act, which was the favourite 
child of.a noble lord who then formed a 
part of that administration, which was also 
passed in Nov. 1796, and amended on the 
g0th of the following month of Dec. ‘That 
noble lord had not, however, hesitated to 
speak of the present bill in terms of the 
greatest severity, he might say arrogance, 
though their lordships must see, from the 
repeated blunders of the last administration, 
how difficult it was to legislate on such 
question. 

Lord Romney deprecated the practice of 
defending the present measures by reference 
to former mistakes, aod expressed some 
dissatisfaction at the reflection which the 
noble lord who spoke last appeared to have 
east on the person at the head of the late 
administration. 

The Lord Chancellor agreed in what the 
poble lord who speke last said, as to the im- 


-propriety of excusing measures by former 


mistakes, but contended that the present 


measures ought not to be censured by those | 


who had made these mistakes, 


the measures of the last administration, in 
the instances alluded to, had been censured 
by the very person who had drawn them 
up.—After some farther observations, the 
house divided on the motion of Lord Gren- 


ville. 


Maj 


ority 
Lord Grenville then objected to that part 
of the clause which required the command- 


ing officers tosend attidayits of the horses 
of yeomen that were exempted from taxes, 
as imposiog a double burden upon the com- 
manding officers, and, at the same time, an- 
swering na good purpose.—After some ob- 
servations from Lords Auckland, Hawkes- 


bury, and others, against the amendment, 


and the Duke of Montrose for it; the 


house divided pon the motion for the — 


amendment. 
Contents - 15 
Non-contents - 31 
Majority 16 


Lord Grenville also objected to the disere- — 


tionary power that was vested in the com- 
missioners ¢he did not know what commis- 
sioners were meant). With regard to the 
reterns of the commanding officers, it was 
taking the power out of the courts of law, 


and giving up the commanding officers to - 


the discretion of those whe ought, if pos- 
sible, never to be entrusted with any discre- 
tion on the subject. He therefore moved, 
that the word ‘‘ may,” should be left out, 
and the word “ shall” inserted, for the pur- 
pose of obviating his objection.— After some 
discussion on the different effects that these 
words would have in a court of law, the 
amendment was negatived.—When that part 
of the clause came to be read, which gives 
an exemption from the horse duty, under 
certain circumstances, “‘ at the discretion of 
the commissioners of the taxes,” , 

Lord Grenville objected tothe exemption 
being at the discretion of any person. He 
thought it was a right which the volunteer 
might claim, and ought to be compulsory, 
He therefore moved that these words should 
be left out. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that by the 
word discretion, it was never meant the 
pleasure or caprice of those to whom such 
discretionary power was confided, but a 
sound discretion, according to law and 
justice. 

Lord Ellenborough coincided with the 


| learned lord in the legal signification of the 
Earl Spencer expressed his surprise, that — 


word discretion, and observed, that there 
was no case wliere the law vested a discre- 
tionary power, that the person to whom it 
was confided was not punishable by law for 
any abuse or improper exercise of that dis~ 
cretion.—A fter some conversation, the clause 
was carried as it originally stood. 

On the clause respecting the new ape 
hires to be made among the parishes 
for militiamen, in consequence of the exe 
emptions claimed by the volunteers raised 
therein, 

Earl Spencer observed, that this clause 
was only as between parish and parish, and 
not as between county and county ; and yet 
it often happened that one county provided 
a much greater proportion of volunteers than 
another : he also pointed out other inequa- 
lities which might result from this clause. 
~ Lord Hawkesbury admitted, that there 
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‘etill retnained> inequalities, which in time 


might be easilyameaded. As it was, how- 
ever, allowed that this clause was an im- 
provement on the old law, he thought it was 
better to try the effect of it as it stood ; and 
when any material hardship should be found 
to result from it, parliament could at any 
time apply a rémedy.--The clause was then 
passed without a division. 

..Qn the clause respecting the compulsory 
service in the militia of balloted volunteers 
who should cease to continue effective mem- 
‘bers of their corps, 

_., Lord Grenville objected to the wording of 
this clause, which appeared to him to take 
away from the person so bailoted those ex- 
emptions that he might be entitled to from 
other ‘causes, independent of his being a 
volunteer, This produced some conversa- 
tion, and the farther consideration was post- 
poned till to-morrow. Adjourned at twelve 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
3 Monday, April 9. 


[Minutes.]—Mr. J. Latouche brought 
up a petition from the prisoners confined for 
debt in the prison for the county and the 
city of Dublin, stating the hardships under 
which they labour, and praying relief. Or- 
déred to be laid on the table.—He brought 
another of.a similar kind from the prisoners 
confined for debt in the Marshalsea prison 
of Dublin, which was also ordered to be laid 
on the table.—Sir J. Newport gave notice, 
that he should on Wednesday next move to 
postpone the consideration of the subject of 


the I\chester committee on the 17th of this’ 


month, until the 8th of May next.——Mr. 
‘Corry gave notice, that to-morrow he should 
‘propose for the consideration of the house a 
measure respecting the present circulation of 
Ireland, be meant that which circulates as 
‘coin in Ireland. — Mr. Serjeant Best presented 
a petition on behalf of the company of -pro- 
‘prietors. of the Swansea canal navigation, 
against a bill now depending before the 
‘house. Ordered to be laid on the table.— 
“Mr. H. Addington moved, that the order of 
‘the day for taking into consideration the re- 
“port on the cotton weavers’ petition be post- 
poned to, Thursday next. Ordered. 

M vitia AUGMENTATION BILL.] 
==Mr. Corry moved the order of the day for 
“going into a committee. of the whole house, 
‘toconsider of making a provision for aug- 
menting the Irish militia; which being read, 
-the ‘hon. ‘gent. said, that before he moved 
that the speaker do now leave the chair, he 


should state the nature of the measure now 
proposed, the augmentation of the Irish mi. 
litia; and if parliament should think fit that 
it should take place, money must be ad. 
vanced out of the exchequer of Ireland, tobe 
afterwards repaid by the treasurers of the 
counties ; for this it would be necessary to 
iatroduce a clause into the b.ll, and there 
must be a resolution by a committee of the 
whole house for the perpose: that should be 
reported on a subsequent day, and ano ins 
struction must afterwards be given to the 
committee on the bill, that they may have 
power to insert it in such bill. 
Colonel Calcraft doubted the regularity 
of moving any certain sum for a certain ser. 
vice, before parliament had voted that ser- 
vice. He thought it extraordinary that the 
sum of money should be voted for a thing, 
before that thing itself was voted. It there 
was any absolute necessity for it, or that it 
could not be done at any other time, he 
should be ready to give way, and offer no op. 
position to it; but be should think it would 
be much more regular for. parliament to 


‘ grant the thing itself before it granted the 


aneans of supporting it. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that the thing 
now proposed was mere ma'ter of course, in 
order to enable the house to proceed in the 
committee to-morrow on the subject of the 
Irish militia, for anti] there was a vote of a 
commitice of the whole house to advance this 
money out of the Irish exchequer, no provi- 
sion could be made to enable the lord lieu: 
tenant to go into the measure. ‘This was 
merely matter of form; for if the house 
should not adopt the bill, the vote now about 
to be proposed would fall to the ground; 
the report could not be received until to- 
morrow, and without this vote it would be 
impossible to proceed upon the bill; and be 
submitted, that as there were two bills before 
the house upon this subject, whether it 
might .not be better that they should both 
come on together. 

Colonel Calcraft thought one of the 
sufficient for the discussion of one day, bat 
he was satisfied with the reason given for 
the vote which was now about to be pro- 
posed, and therefore should not oppose it 
any longer,—The house then resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole house, in 
which Mr. Corry moved a resolution to the 
effect he had stated, for advancing a sum 


Mot exceeding 4 guineas per man, &é. ; 


which was passed, and the report was ordered 
to be received to-morrow. 


Mr. Bankes asked, which of the two bills 
on the subject of the Irish militia was in« 
tended to be brought on to-morrow? 
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Mr. Secretary Yorke said, hé shouldshave: 


thought it more convenient to the house, |, 


and a saving of a great deal of debate, if they: 
were both tocome on together in the dis-: 
cussion upon the principle, but if gentlemen 
chose to exercise their lungs twice apon one 


subject, he could have no objection,’ andthe | 
debate must therefore necessarily be put off | 


on one of them. The one which was to come 
on to-morrow, was that which stood first in 
erder, and therefore he moved ‘that the bill 
for making provision for augmenting the mi- 
litia of Ireland be postponed to Wednesday 
next. Ordered. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Tuesday, April 10. 


(Minures.]—Mr. Plumer heard 
as counsel for the.appellant in the cause of 
Richardson v. the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge. The farther hearing was 
postponed till Thursday ——The Bank of 
Scotland bill was read a third time and 


_ passed. 


[Careponran Canat.]—Mr. Rickman, 
from the commissioners of the Caledonian 
Canal, presented an account relative to that 
work, 

The Earl of Suffolk highly approved of 
that undertaking as one likely to be produc- 
tive of great advantage, not only to that par- 
ticular part of the island, but to the whole 
of the kingdom. He wished to know whe- 
ther it was the intention of ministers to make 
any addition to the (in his opinion) very in- 
significant sum that they had allotted for the 
annual prosecution of that work. He was 
disposed to give due praise to the intention 


- of ministers, with regard to that national ob- 


ject, but he was of opinion that £20,000 was 
by no means adequate to the importaace of 
such an object, 

Lord Auckland, in the absence of minis- 
ters, professed himself unable to give any 
satisfactory answer to the question of the noe 
ble ear). 

The Duke of Montrose thought that it was 
incumbent on him to express the very great 
obligations he was under to ministers for 
having, at the risk of incurring some impu- 
tations, countenanced a measure which pro- 
mised so much advantage and improvement 
to that part of Scotland. He was happy to 


acquaint the house, that very great facilities 

had already been derived even trom the com- 

paratively insignificant progress that the an- 

‘dertaking had made. © New communications - 

Lad alrealy been establmied: in a- country 

Where access had bee racticable, 
Vou, II. 
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and the: inhabitants began to feelemmch ade! 
vantage from such convenience.: »Bhat work, 
in his opinion, truly-a national 
therefore he did not doubt but it would meet, 
with all necessary encouragement from: his 

of Country. The 
Earl of Suffolk rose and spoke: neasly.as 
lords ; not having» béen.in the 
house on the second readiog-of the volune 
teer bill, as I was compelled by indispésition 
to leave it at the commencementiofthe dee 
bate, I was prevented from giving'my 
timents’on the principle of that bill. haves 
therefore, taken this. opportunity: of:intro- 
dacing a motion, in discussing which, I may; 
without any impropriety, allude to thatrsys- 
tem, on the merits of which 1 was acciden- 
tally prevented from giving my opinion: 
There is not, my lords, any one in this: king= 
dom, who more highly approves of the:great 
and leading principle upon which the:volun+ 
teer force has been established than Ido.) I 
fully subscribe in every way to the gallant 
and ‘patriotic spirit by which thatadmirable 
body of men has been actuated ; and,»ifithere 


be trivial defects in its organization, Itrust 
that a little expense and the attention of the 
legislature will remedy: them.» Although, 
my lords, I admit, that there are some incon+ 
sistencies 1n that system, yet [jam tar from 
concurring in that persevering. opposition 
that has been made to it. Many:of thesargus 
ments have turned upon verbal nicetiesand 
altercations, and | really think,:my lords, that 
much time, that could have been better em- 
ployed, has been consumed in the consideration 
ofthem. I have that confidence in his Ma- 
jesty’s govt , as well asin those persons who 
shall be called upon to execute the provisions 
of the ve unteer bill, that, where any doubts 
may arise upon the meaning of any particu» 
lar clause, it will be intrepreted liberallyjand 
rather tothe advantaye ot the individual who 
thinks he is entitled toa benefit from it. - If, 
| my lords, I may be allowed to give my opi- 
nion, without referring to avy thing:that hag 
been heretofore said, either here orelses 
where, on the degree of efficiency that the 
volunteers are capable of, 1 am decided in 
preferring them to an armed peasantry. They; 
in my judgment, possess acompetent degreé 
of discipline, and certainly may be incorpos 
rated with infiuite advantage either with the 
army or militia. Besides, my lords; I much 
doubt whether it be possible to arm the peas 
santry to the extent that hasbeen recom- 
mended, with that celerity that would enable 
us to reap the full advantage of their services: 
Even the’ volunteers, as lam informed, ars 
very far trom being completely armed. 
C 
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lords, at an earlier period of the present ses- 
sion, 1 took an opportunity of submitting, as 
@ military man, some ideas to your lordships, 
as to what I conceived necessary to be 
done for the more complete defence of the 
country ; and it is with much regret Ihave 
perceived that none of them have been deem- 
ed deserving the notice of his Majesty's mi- 
nisters.. I recommended the establishment 
of a central depét, to which 7 or 8000 men 
should periodically repair, there to be in- 
structed in military tactics, under the com- 
‘mand of a well informed and experienced 
staff. The advantages of even that inade- 
quate share of discipline would besoon visible, 
both in the officers and privates, and parti- 
eularly in the former, who, in my opinion, 
have much greater occasion for instruction 
than those they command. There is also 

nother part of our defence which, in my 
udgment, ministers have not considered, as 
they should have done ; I allude, my lords, 
to the principle of limitation in the volunteer 
system. The maritime counties, the most 
exposed and the most liable to attack, are 
governed by the same rules in this respect 
asthe inland counties are; an error, in my 
mind, pregnant with danger, and which 
cannot be too soon corrected. I also recom- 
snended the construction of Martello towers, 
and illustrated the immense advantage of 


such a mode of fortification, by the circum-. 


stance that a serjeant and 12 men working a 
single gun in one of them had defeated an 
English ship of the line and a 44 gun frigate. 
Instead of resorting to that cheap and etfece 

_ tual mode of defence, his Majesty's govt.; at 
Jeast the military part of it, have, with im- 
mense labour and expense, constructed lines 
of circumvallation, which, as a soldier and 
as av Englishman, I am happy to hear are 
¢rumbling daily into ruins.—My lords, if 
those whose duty it is to provide for the de- 
fence of the country, for the mechanical part 
Ofit should say, had acted ay they should 
have done, they would haye ‘erected for- 
tresses in Kept, Sussex, Essex, Dorsetshire, 
Devonshire, Yorkshire, and the coynty in 
which Newgastle is placed. A compe- 
tent garrison in each of those forts would 
have occupied a considerable portion of the 
enemy's troops, and, if they could not have 
eventually maintained them, would have ef- 
fected, at least that, which, in all military 
Operations, is of the greatest consequence, 
namely, creating a great Joss of time to the 
auacking army.—There is a]sq another mea- 
sure in which { think there has been made 
shameful and unnecessary profusion, I mean 
‘the article of barracks, in the construction 
of which 2 millions have been already ex- 


pended, and to complete which nearly an 
equal expense must be incurred. The govt., 
my lords, could have provided better for the 
accommodation and comfort of the soldier, 
at one sixth the expense, had they resorted 
to the practice of hutting, such as was cuss 
tomary during the American war. In some 
places where they had determined on build- 
ing barracks, they have abandoned the plan, 
and left them half constructed, because they 
at length perceived that the situations were 
too exposed, and that they were likely, in case 
of invasion, to prove rather an accommoda- 
tion to the enemy than to our own troops.— 


When, my lords, I speak in approbation of | 


that degree of discipline which the volunteers 
have obtained, let it not be thought that [ 
undervalue the exertions of an armed pea- 
santry. I know from experience how for- 
midable the attacks of an armed population, 
possessing great local information, acquaint- 
ed with every hedge, rivulet, and green lane, 
may be. hen I commanded the brigade 
of guards in America, I was, on more than 
one occasion, compelled by the men in white 
shirts (the militia of that country, or, as we 
call them, the armed peasantry) and some- 
times by an inferior number of them, toa 
precipitate, and not unfrequently a difficult 
retreat. and there was not a man under my 
command, who would not have rather en- 
countered the regulars of the American army, 
than that particular description of force. As 
to the use that may be made of bodies of 
men of that character and organization, J fully 
agree with an hon officer in, another house 
(Col. Craufurd), with whom I have not the 
honour of being acquainted, and who, I bear 
with regret, is notemployed. There is a 
noble friend of mine, [ mean Lord Moira, 
to whom govt. has at last thought proper to 
give a command ; but how have they treated 
that nobleand excellent commander ? Why, 
although he is invested with the chief com- 
mand of the northern part of the island, they 
have not thought proper to give him any of 
the privileges that usually accompany it. 
They have been lavish where they should 


| have been liberal. When they had an op- 


portunity of manifesting their sense of that 
noble lord's services and great military ta- 
lents, they neglected it, and conferred the 
command of a vacant regiment to a junior 
offjccr. The only compensation my noble 


- friend has ever had for all bis labaurs in sup~ 


porting the interests and maintaining the ho- 


nour of his country, has been acolonel’s half. 


pay; a paltry 2001. a year. ' When he com- 
mand¢ed the army at Southampton, he was 
restricted, from what motives I cannot tell, 
as much in point of patronage as he is at 
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present ; and when he resigned that com- 
mand, he was not less than 10,000 I. out of 
pocket by the honour that had been confer- 
red on him. Ministers may say, and I know 
it has been said, that there was no necessity 
for the noble lord to involve himself in such 
expense ; but to this I will answer, that the 
liberal nature of my noble friend could not 
bear to see the poor emigrants, by whom he 
‘was surrounded, starving on the miserable 


allowance that they drew from govr.; that 


his exsenses were incurred in feeding and 
supporting them, and that, therefore, it was 
not to be wondered at if his fortune, great 
as it was, was too little for his generous and 
compassionate mind. I do not wish to tres- 
pass longer on your Jordships’ attention. I 
am awate that on a question of this delicate 
nature it may be argued, that considerable 
confidence should be placed in the exertions 
and intentions of the executive govt. I 
trust, my lords, I am as little averse as any of 
you from entertaining an improper distrust 
of those who are honoured with his Majesty's 
confidence; but 1 will not, through the 
rashness of confidence, endanger the safety 


of the country. IT say, my lords, as the great 


and venerable Earl of Chatham did formerly 
in this house; ‘confidence is a plant of 
slow growth in an aged bosom.” I shall not 
occupy any more of your lordships’ time, buat 
move, ‘* that a committee be appointed to 
provide for the defence of the country, and 
for inquiring into the preparations that have 
been made to meet the menaced danger.” 
Lord Hawkesbury.—My lords, I shall oc- 
cupy but a very small portion of your time, 
which, I conceive, would be much better 
employed in discussing and perfecting that 
bill which forms part of our national de- 
fence, and the adjourned consideration of 


which is fixed for this day. If the noble 


lord had urged one single reason to justify 
the appointment of such a committee as he 
has moved for, I should have felt it my 
duty to state at large, to your lordships, my 
reasons for opposing his motion, and the 
grounds upon which I have formed my con- 
viction, that a parliamentary committee is 
not the mast practicable mode of obtaining 
those results the noble earl seems to aim a‘. 
The military defence of the country has 
been entrusted, by a competent power, to 
the care of the commander in chief ; and if 
he be guilty of misconduct, he is as liable to 
censure and removal as any one of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers. He is responsible for his 
conduct, and may be called t@ account for 
it. Iam persuaded the illustrious person 
who fills that office does, and will always 
‘avail himself of the adyice and experienee of 
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those whom he supposes most competent to 


give him information, and, I conceive it 
would neither be prudent or decorous in par= 
liament to interfere, except upon very ex- 
traordinary and uriexpected circumstances 
indeed. 
my negative to the motion of the noble earl, 
for the reasons I have before stated, that jhe 
has made out no case, and that he has ag4 
signed no good grounds for the appointment 
of such a committee.—The question was 
then put and negatived. ; 

—The house resolved into a committee on 
this bill. On the clause which requires 
commanding officers to give certificates to 
volunteers on their changing residence and 
entering into other corps, Lord Grenville 
moved an amendment, the effect of which 
was, tomake the granting of such certifi- 
cates a matter of discretion, The amend- 
ment was, however, negatived on a division, 
35 to 7.—The clause which places drum- 
mers, buglemen, farriers, &c. receiving pay, 
under military law, gave rise to a discussion 
of some length. Jt was proposed that only 
those paid by tlre publi¢ sliquld be liable to 
the mutiny act, and on this aecount Lord 
Grenville moved to insert after the words 
“ receiving pay,” the words “ from his Ma= 
jesty.” On this motion their lordships also 
divided, against the amendment 42, for it 
11.—Several verbal amerdments were made 
in the biil, and the consideration of an 
amendment proposed by Lord Grenville, re~ 
lative to the regulations of volunteer corps, 
was adjourned. Lord Walsingham then re- 
ported progress, and the house adjourned to 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, April 10, 1894, — 

(Mrnvures.]—The bill for the improve- 
ment of the town and docks of Liverpool 
was read a second time, on the motion of 
Gen. Tarleton, and ordered to be commiited: 
—Sir J. Anderson brought up the report of 
the bill for the improvement of ‘Temple-Bar 
and Cornhill. The amendments were agreed 
to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. Dickens, from the office of the chief 
secretary for Ireland, presented, at the bar, 
copies of all orders from his Majesty's ex- 
chequer in Ireland, affecting the half-pay of 
officers on the half-pay of the Irish establish- 
ment, resident in Great-Britain since the 
union. Ordered to lie on the table, and to 
be printed.—Mr. J. H. Brown presented. at 
the bar, the Report of the. committee ap- 


pointed under an act of parliament for con- 
C2 


must ‘therefore, my lords, give 


| 
| 
| 


there were any penalties attached to them. 
_From the experience he had had in a certain 


39} 
ducting: the: inland navigation between the. 


eastern and western seas, from Inverness to 
Fort William in Scotland. The report was. 
ordered tombe printed, and taken into con- 
sideration on, Friday-se‘anight.—Mr. Corry. 
tporied  his-motion, relative to the circu- 
Jating coin in Ireland toTharsday next. 
Barracks: }—Admiral Berkeley, seeing 
the Sec. -at War his-place, stated, that 
there were: certain’ papers connected with 
that right- hon, gent.’s, department, which 
he wished to move for:),.After some 
tharks; he accordingly. moved, that there be 
presented to the house, 1..A copy of the 
contracts entered -into between the several, 
builders and) the. barrack-master general. 
2. An account the! respective. periods at 
which the severa] barracks' were to be com- 
pleted, ‘and what penalties, were, annexed, to. 
thernon fulfilmentof;such engagements. 3. 
Copies: the certificatss|.granted to con- 
tractors; shewing the-barracks to’ be in that 
state,of readiness as to entitle them to pay- 
account. of the several bar- 
racks, the number of, men and. horses 
ey, wete fiteto accommodate|in the posses- 
sion.of government at the peace of Amiens, 
_distiignishing such as wereshired.. 
=Secretary et War stated, that though 
admiral bad been kind enough to 
shew him the! motion several days ago, he 
could not discover. any. necessity for such 
‘Phe hon. gent. bad. brought for- 
wardthis‘motion from ari idea, that the ex- 
penses{ofethe barrack department had been 
extraordinary, without recollecting that ex- 
treordinary: exertions, required extraordinary 
expenses. As:to the-first: paper. moved for, 
he could see no good purpose its production. 
could serye, as an account of the same na- 
ture had been, in fact, already before the 
house, in consequence of a-motion made 
some time‘ ago, and as\no can be 
made on this subject different from that al- 
Teady in possession ofthe house. He had no 
@bjection,. however to-produce a copy of the 
mhode..of the certificates, .and begged the 
hon;.gent. to recollect. in general that at the 
peace of, Amiens, some. of the barracks were 
gold, and.some had been oyly hired during 
the wars, . 1G «13 ; 
¢, Admiral Berkeley contended, that all that 
had: been laid before the house respecting 
thebarrack contracts had been extracts only, 
‘whereas his object. was to see the contracts 
themselves, which his apprehension had 
been. so ill, digested, and whether or not 


board, contracts of this description ought al- 


ways to be accompanied with penalties. 
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He wished only to see if the barrack board 


had. made such contracts as they ought. to 


make, an 
The Secretary at War admitted that there 
were no penalties in any of the contracts in 
question; but at the same time contended, 
that no board had ever more eontroul over 


the contractors, than the barrack board, 


which. rendered such penalties unnecessary. 


If the hon. Admiral would move the pro- 


duction of any individual contract, he should 


have no objection to the motion. l 
_ Admiral Berkeley then moved, instead of 
the first paper, for a copy of the contract 
entered into onJuly the 26th, 1803, between 
T. Neil and the barrack-master general 
for the barrack of Chichester. The hon. 
Admiral wished it to be understood that he 
had selected that one from no particular mo- 
tive, but merely as one of those taken no- 
tice of in the papers alluded to by the right 


hon. Secretary, and beingin his own vici- ' 


nity.—'The first motion, thus amended, was 
accordingly passed, The second motion 
passed without opposition, The third also 
passed, after receiving an amendment sug- 
gested by the Sec. at War, that instead of 
loading the table of the house with a va- 
riety of such certificates, it would be bet- 
ter that a copy only of the form and. mode 
of: such certificates be presented. The 
fourth motion was also agreed ta, 

the order of the day, for the house to re- 
solve into a committee on. the bill for.ac- 
cepting the voluntary offer of Irish militia 
regiments to serve in Great Britain, being 


tread; 

Mr. William Elliot. claimed the indul- 
gence of the house, while he stated briefly 
his opinion of the measure before it. In 
whatever view he considered it, he could 
not,regard it but as an impolitic, imperfect, 
and inadequate measure. In point of po- 
licy, it appeared to him only calculated to 
remedy a cefect which had arisen from the 
misconduct of his’Majesty’s ministers. He 
recollected, that. at the close of the late 


war, an order had been issued by the adju- 
tani-general, for discarding not embodying 


the frish militia, which order had been 


sanctioned by his Majesty’s crown officers 


in Ireland... A short time after, however, 
it was deemed expedient to renew the mi- 
litia establishment in that country, and the 
measure for that purpose allowed bat a 


bounty of two guineas per man, which 


proving insufficient, another act had passed 
about a year since, enlarging the bounty to 
four guineas, and at that time the bounty 
for general service was but five guineas. 
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He and his friends had on that occasion op- — 
posed the measure, on the ground that it © 
‘would annihilate the recruiting for the ar- 
my in Ireland, and recommended, if the 
militia were to be raised by bounties:like | 
fencibles, to take their services accordingly. | 
What could have been without impropriety 
* done in that instance, was now proposed to 
ibe done when it would. be a breach of 
faith and a violation of the constitution of 
the militia, it had been then stated, that 
‘a militia was the natural defence of a coun 
uy and that Ireland ought to have a force 
of that description. The Chancellot of 
the Exchequer had adverted, too, with ex+ 
ultation, to the gallant exploits of the Trish 
militia, and even the right hon. sec. had 
stated, on a late oceasion, that they pos- 
sessed that nonchalance which peculiarly suit- 
ed them for becoming good soldiers, and, 
as if they would be inefficient in Ireland, 
he proposed to bring them to this country 
to complete their education. ‘The hon. 
gent. then stated, that his objection. tothe 
measure arose chieily from its not being 
taken up on necessity, and in this view he 
differed with his noble friend (Lord Castle- 
eagh); because the necessity might consti+ 
tute the policy of a measure, he could ad- 
mit the converse. He also objected to it, 
because it would place the men out of the 


circumstances of service for which they 
had entered, and introduce a system of de- 
liberation among them which would be sub- 


versive of discipline. Another important 
topic was, that the offers, though perhaps 
spontaneous in some instances, were not so 
in all; and that many individuals would be 
dragged into the offer by apprehensions 
from their comrades. He lamented that 
the only instance in which a name had been 
inserted in the lists on the table should be 
with respect to an officer, who had refused 
to volunteer, and he contended that the 
officer was strictly justifiable in limiting his 
services to the terms of his original en- 
agement if he thought proper.. The only 
argument he had heard like an argument 
was, that by bringing over $ or 10,000 of 
the Irish militia to this country, the same 
number of the disposable force would be 
set free; but he contended, that it wasno 
Jess desirable to augment the disposable 
force in Ireland. With. what view the 
present measure had been resorted to he 
could not conceive. He remembered that 
one of the objections against the union had 
been, that it would increase the number of 
absentees from Ireland, and he was. con- 
vinced it would neither be politic nor just } 
to bring over so great a proportion of, 
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‘the magistrates and gents. of Ireland, ax 
composed the officers of such a number of 
militia regiments, without sending am equal 
number of our‘own in return to that couns 
try. The hon. gent. was sure, that every 
militia officer who was an enemy to innova- 
tion in the constitution of that force, would 
oppose a measure the probable effect of 
which would induce the English militia to 


‘make offers in return. On all these grounds 


he felt himself called upon to oppose the 
measure, because it was not founded either 
on expediency or necessity, and if it! were 
to be adopted ‘at all, a reciprocal inter- 
change of services should: be established 
for the militia‘of both countries. 

» Mr. Secretary Yorke said, he-had listened 
with considerable attention to the speech of 
the hon. member; but had not been fortu- 
nate enough to hear from him any. thing to 
convince him of the justice of the objece 
tions he had:made to this salutary measure, 
He adverted to the state of the country at 
the time Admiral: Bruix sailed from Tou- 
lon, when it was not accurately known 
whether the French fleet was destined east- 
ward or westward, in the year 1799, a 
period when the danger. to England was not 
certainly so great as to Ireland, orasit is at 
present. Then a bill was passed by the 
Irish parliament, allowing the Irish militia 
to come over here. Where could be the 
consistency of the hon. member, who was 
then a member of the Irish parliament, and 
held a high situation under the crown, op- 
posing such a measure as the present at 
this time? Butstill more strange was it, to 
find it opposed by the right hon, gent. on 
the same bench (Mr. Windham), who was 
then actually a cabinet minister. He should 
like to hear such apparent inconsistency 
explained. He wished shortly to stae his 
view of the subject. Hehad before stated 
to the house, that this measure was a part 
of a general plan, all of which was not now 
before the house, for augmenting the dis- 
posable military force of the country. If 
this force were brought over here, we set 
free so many regular troops for such services 
as might be required of them. The origi- 
nal principle of the militia, on* which: so 
much was said, had in the last war been in 
two instances departed from, both with the 
English and with the Irish militia. There 
was no wish, in any degree, to decrease. 
the efficient force of ireland. If 8 ar- 
‘10,000 militia were brought away, their 
place could be supplied by an equal nume-- 
ber of troops from hence. For instance, 
‘he would mention the troops of the army 
of reserve, and also by the augmentatia: 
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of the Irish militia.in the same proportion | 


as they may have been reduced. He could 
very easily see that the danger of Ireland 
was great, and might be greater; but he 
could also see, that, in certain cases, the 


_ danger of G. Brita might still be greater. 


The hon. gent, had spoken of the disband. 
ing the Irish militia with seeming displea- 
sure, but he should have recollected, that 
from the nature of their different terms of 
service, they could not have been retained 
any length of time. When he spoke of 
ministers coming to parliament to revive the 


militia, he had spoken in terms tending to 


shew himself, if not unfriendly to the mi- 
litia, ‘at least as considering a militia a bad 
system for defence. But his objections to 
the amount of bounties to the militia were 
noteffectual, for the bounty of two guineas 
was in the first bill in Sept. 1802, but the 
four guineas were not given till Sepr. 1803, 
after the King’s message, when symptoms 
of war appeared, and when the war bounty 
was announced. But then he had accused 
ministers of breaking through a constitu. 
tional principle of the militia. Now, when 
the Irish militia was revived, there was no 
kind of question about bringing them over 
here, and therefore no breaking in upon apy 
constitutional principle whatever in that 


- measure. But, the measure now submitted 


was entirely owing to the noble and spon- 
taneous offers of the militia themselves. He 
‘must think that it was infinitely better not 
to have interfered at all with this subject at 
the revival of the Irish militia, but to leave 
the spirit of loyalty, of rest and of 
bravery, to the spur and exigency of the 
times, more particularly as our force was 
of a nature and consitution so different from 
that of the continental powers. Bat the 
hon. member accused administration of a 
eat inconsistency, in.saying the Irish mi- 
itia was an admirable force,. and afterwards 
not considering them as a fit force in their 
own country. Who had ever said so? 
which of his Majesty’s ministers? none that 
he had heard. He was surprised, there- 
fore, to hear it asserted. The truth was, 
the Irish militia were excellent in either 
country, equally good in both. They had 
now testified, in amarked manner, their voe 


luntary zeal, and he was confident, whereso- » 
‘ever they were, they would be found con- 


stantly to do their duty against an enemy, 
and would yield to no other troops in the 


- essential and constituent qualities of brave 


soldiers. The hon. member had said a good 
deal about an over-ruling necessity, the 
first offer from the-English militia to go over 


to Ireland, being during the rebellion in 


objection. 


the sister island, and the threat of a French 
invasion being very strong. All this was 
true. It was all very good so far; but, in 
point of fact, this act was continued long 
wards, and acted upon too; for man 

regiments were sent there, when this over- 
ruling necessity had actually ceased. Upon 
that principle of an over-ruling necessity. to 
justify the transferring of the militia, not 
another regiment should have been sent, af. 
ter it was Tessie ascertained that the French 
fleet had gone up the Mediterranean, and 
Ireland was consequently placed in a situa- 
tiv, comparatively so, much less danger. 
ous, But when the Irish parliament pas- 
sed the act, there was, in fact, no such thing 
as an over-ruling necessity. He could not 
understand what was meant by the objec- 
tions raised to the receiving voluntary offers 
from the militia, on the score of delibera- 
tion. Hecould not see that there was any 
sort of dangerous deliberation or discussion 
whatever. Was it reckoned a dangerous 
system of deliberation, when the captain of 
a company called on his men to ask them 
concerning the stoppage of their pay, or 
matters of that kind, for particular pur- 
mg But, if this wasso dreadful a thing, 
ow did it apply during last war? What 
was the case with those corps who volun- 
teered from limited to general service? 
What was it with the 20th regiment? What 
with the goth, which did so much in Egypt 
under Colonel Spencer? What with the 
ancient Irish fencibles, and various other 
corps, who had distinguished themselves, 
but who had never been considered as im- 
paired by their volunteering, which gents. 
chose to consider a mode of dangerous de- 
liberation? What could the right hon, gent. 
(Mr. Windham) say to all these instances, 
which happened when he was in office, and 
which were the precedents, and very excel- 
lent precedents too, for ministers now; 
precedents of the right hon. gent’s. own 
making? There must be a strange incon- 
sistency, which he should like to have ex- 
plained, as he had a great respect for every 
thing that fell from that right hon. gent. 
The hon. member had stated that this was 
not altogether a spontaneous measure. On 
the part of some individuals offering, it 
might, perhaps, be possible to raise such an 
ven in that house of parlia- 
ment, he supposed that those gents. who vo- 
ted together on a particular question, did 
not all vote from the same reason, or exact- 
ly upon the same principle. The hon. gent. 
had asked what view govt. had in this mea-~ 
sure, whether they adopted it for the mo- 
ment, or with some larger view, such as 
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making it a reciprocal affair? In answer to | 
this last point, he could only say, that no 
such idea was entertained by ministers, and 
no such question was, in fact, before the 
house. ‘T'wo regiments, indeed, had made 
such voluntary offer, but there was no such 


plan in the view of govt. But, if the over- 


ruling necessity spoken of should occur 
again, by another cruel, bloody, and terri- 
ble rebellion in Ireland, aided by French 
wer, then certainly govt. would feel jus- 
ified in resorting to such a measure for 
saving that bright jewel of the British crown. 
But he thought the Irish militia were now 
‘making a return to that of England, for 
what they had done for Ireland in the hour 
of danger and distress. In that gallantry 
he saw nothing but what he should have ex- 
pected from their characteristic loyalty. He 
had wished to gothrough the principal points 
of objection that had been urged to this mea- 
sure, and could only say, that as a militia 
officer himself, he saw nothing to object to - 
in it, but great advantages accruing, as it 
must be adanitted that G. Britain was in as 
great danger as Ireland from the common 
enemy of them both. 

Colonel Calcraft was desirous to say a few 
words on the present occasion, and had felt 
anxious to catch the speaker’s eye imme- 
diately after the right hon. gent. who had 
just satdown. ‘Though he agreed with that 
right hon. gent. in two or three points, he 
could not admit that the arguments he had 
used had reconciled him to what he looked 
upon asa breach of the fundamental consti- 
tution of the militia force. If an over-ruling 
necessity existed, he was sure there would be 
no difference of opinion in the house. But 
it had been said, that the offers of the Irish 
militia were in payment of the debt of gra; 
titade which they owed this country for the 
services of the English militia; he contend- 
ed that these debts, when paid, wou'd in- 
volve the English militia in a similar offer ia 
return. The question was not justifiable on 
constitutional grounds, nor on the grounds 
of policy or expediency. The right hon. 
gent. had passed over the constitutional con- 
sideration of the question altogether. If he 
had looked into the preamble of the militia _ 
acts, he would tind it there stated, that it was 
expediert to keep up within the realm a well 
ordered and well disciplined militia. If the 
service was to be allered so as to prevent the 
gentlemen of property from entering into it, 
the militia could not be well ordered, and if 
the militia should be made a deliberative 
body, it could not be well disciplined. 


| This had taken place already with respect to 
Oe part of the military force of the country, 
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the volunteers, and he trusted it would not 
be extended to the rest of it. He maintain<« 
ed, that it wasa degrading situation for an 
officer to be placed in, to assemble his men 
about him, and ask them, however noble his 
object, whether they should be disposed to 
engage in a particular service with him. He 
was of opinion, that, unless the service should 
be reciprocal, the service of the militia of 
either country should be kept out of sight of 
the other, though, in an extreme case, it 
might not be so. Ifa landing of the enemy 
should unfortunately take place here, and 
there should be no attempt on that country © 
nor probability of attack, it would, in such a 
case, be justifiable to bring the militia over. 
It was the opinion of military men of expe 
rience, that militia regiments would be more 
effectually employed in their own counties 
than ous of them, because they would be 
more warmly assisted by their friends and 
acquaintances in case of actual danger, and 
that was the reason why a military officer in 
one of the maritime districts, kept as many 
of the militia regiments in their counties as 
could conveniently be done. There was no 
comparison between the present period and 
1798, when a rebellion raged in Ireland; a 
French force had landed there, and an ex~ 
hausted army in this country precluded the 
means of reinforcing the troops in that coun- 
try in any other manner than by accepting 
the offers of the militia regiments. Though 
he had been one of those who had volun- 
teered on that occasion, yet, finding it now 
used as a precedent, he believed it had been 
wiser to attach the individuals who volun- 
teered from the militia to old regular regi- 
ments, as had been then recommended by 
gentlemen who opposed the violation of the: 
militia constitution. He was ready to allow 
every credit to the loyalty, the patriotism, 
and good intentions of the gentlemen of the 
Irish militia, who had offered their services 
in the present instance; and he trusted they 
would ‘attribute the same motives to him and’ 
those who opposed the present measure. The 
militia was raised on the landed property of 
the country ; and, if the present offers should 
be accepted, the consequence would be, that 
the Janded gentlemen of Ireland would be 
obliged to provide for 8,000 or 10,000 after 
having raised 18,000, which had been look- 
ed upon as a just proportion for the country. 
If the object was to augment the force of 
the country, it ought to be done generally, 
not in the Irish militia in particular. There 
Was no quéstion of the loyalty and efficiency 

of the Irish militia, but he could not see why 
10,000 of them were to be removed, if to 


be replaced by so many from the army of 
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‘reserve, of nearly the same state of disci» 
pline. The augmentation, though that: 
question: was not properly before the house;, 
would raise a competition against the 6 new 


battalions to be raised in Ireland.. The hon.. | 


gent. who had onened the debate, had alluded. 
to the ill consequence of taking so many of. 
the gentlemen of property from Ireland,. as- 
should come over with their regiments, and’ 
the same observation would apply to English 
gentlemen. The right hon. gent, had 
_ stated, that it was not the intention of govt. 
to weaken the military force in Ireland, for- 
that if 10,000 were to. be withdrawn from 


it, a like number. was to besent over in 


- their place. He would ask them, what was 
to be gained but a breach of the great con- 
stitutional principle on which the militia was 
formed ?, When in 1802 the interchange of 
the service of the militia of both countries 
had been agitated, the house had decided, 
that they should be confined to the respec- 
tive countries. If ministers wished to get 
rid of the militia altogether, they ought to 
say so, and not keep it hanging over gen- 
tlemen, that if they should not join in an of- 
fer of service at some future period, they. 
should be told they were ungrateful, The 


constitution. of the militia ‘should not be- 


trenched upon by a side wind, nor in a col- 
lateral manner, As to the offers of the Irish 
militia in 1799, which the right hon. gentle- 
man had quoted as a precedent, they were 
only a return for the services of the English 
militia; but this measure would go to over- 
turn the.whole system, by laying the English 
militia under an obligation of making other 
offers in return for those now made. . If any 
ground of necessity or expediency had been 
Jaid for ‘the bill, he should not have op- 
posed it, but contemplating it under the un- 
favourable consequences which appeared to 
him likely to result from it, he should op- 
pose the speaker's leaving the chair. 

Mr. Acensnne was happy to hear the 
question argued on constitutional grounds 
with the fairness and candour with which 
the hon. gent. who had just sat down had 
treated it, He was particularly gratified at. 
his having taken it up in that view, because 
the measure had been charged from another 
quarter as a consequence of the incapacity of 


his Majesty's govt.; and he must say, that. 


the allegations of incapacity were much too 
frequently employed, as well that there was 
no description of force provided for the de- 
fence of the country, militia, reserve, volun- 
teers, &c. that had not been degraded by the 
manner in which they bad been adverted to 
by gentlemen. He thought that on every 
ground ef public policy, the offers of the 
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peared to him that no opportunity should be 
omitted for augmenting the disposable force 
in this country. _ If Ireland were the object 
of the enemy, it could only be attacked from 
. Brest, or some of the parts of Holland, but 
not by any part of the great Boulogne flotilla, 
He contended, that, in a constitutional point 
of view, nothing could. be brought iato pre- 
cedent that should not be sanctioned by the 
wisdom of the legislature, and that the le. 
gislature of the day would always guard 
against any injury that might be apprehended 
from the influence of the precedent not jus- 
tified by circumstances. As to the observa- 
tion, that this measure would convert the mi- 
litia .into a deliberative body, he contended 
that it was unfounded, because as soon as the’ 
act was aver, the deliberation ceased, and an 
individual act constituted no system. If the 
time sbould arrive that Ireland should be at. 
tacked, he was convinced that there was not 
a man in England who would not willingly 
shed his blood in its defence. The hon, 
gent. then adverted to the number of ship- 


for conveying a disposable force to any fo- 
reign destination, and concluded with giving 
his support to the motion for the speaker's 
leaving the chair, 

Mr. Bankes could not but considet the 
present measure as one of the most impor- 


of the legislature. It wasa direct infringe- 
ment of the militia system, and was resorted 
to, inchis mind, without any necessity to jus- 
tify it. If we ceased to adhere to the prin- 
ciples upon which that system was founded, 
we might be found to act without the guid- 
ance of any principle at all, and we might 
soon be hurried into a stream which we 
should be unable to resist, and by which we 
might be carried to incalculable extremities. 
It was only the extremely perilous and unnas 
tural state in which Ireland was placed in 
- 1798, that could by any means permit us to 
overlook those principles which before had 
uniformly been held sacred. What is the 
object of the present bill? It goes to*take 
away from Ireland, the most vulnerable part 
of the country, 10,000 men of its best dis- 
ciplined force, and of that species of force 
which it is least able to spare. So far the 
plan must be acknowledged to be novel and 
surprising. Both countries may be in reab 
danger ; but it is universally acknowledged 
that Ireland is in ten times more danger than 
G. Britain. Were that not the case, why 


the patience, the perseverance, and the in- 


| Trish militia ought to be accepted, as it ap. 


| ping and convenience of ports in England: 


tant subjects that could arrest the attention ~ 


' should we be so lavish of our panegyric on — 


trepidity of our blockading force under Adin. — 
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Cornwallis, unless we were sure that to his 

vigilance in preventing the sailing of the 
Brest fleet, the safety of Iréland is chiefty to 
be ascribed? But we are told, that if- this 
force be taken away from Ireland, it is te be 
supplied by another; and by what other? 
By a portion of the army of reserve. Can 
that be regarded as an effectual supply? 
Surely not. For the one you take must be 
confessed to be of superior discipline. In- 
deed, the whole of the business seems so 
unaccountable to common reason, that mi- 
nisters must be supposed to have some pri- 
vate motives for their conduct, which i 
are unwilling to disclose. They surely would 
not openly violate the militia laws, were it 
not that they intended to introduce for all 
times and occasions a reciprocation of the 
services of the militia of both countries. 
This mutual interchange of services could 
not, however, be placed on the same ground. 
The militia of Ireland was raised on a dif- 
ferent footing from that_of England. The 
latter was raised by ballot; the former by 
bounties, and, consequently, might be more 
manageable. As to 
to be made here and in Ireland, they deserv- 
ed any thing but the name of voluntary. 
On the part of the officers, the offer might 
arise at the moment from a sense of duty, or 


a point of honour; but it should néver be. 


ascribed to spontaneous and unprompted%ala- 
ctity: The direct contrary was well known 
to be the fact. Indeed, whether the offer 
came from the officers or the men, it was 
equally objectionable. On the part of the 
Officers it might be suggested by ambitious 
views, or a wish to ingratiate themselves 
with persons in power. If it came from the 
men, the danger attending it would be ten- 
fold greater, and would involve all the in- 
conveniencies and confusion that must arise 
from military men erecting themselves into 
deliberative bodies. Over such men, fired 
by the zeal and spirit with which declaimers 
amongst them might then be naturally ac- 
tuated, what authority could officers retain 
and exercise? The services of the English 
militia may soon be called for under the 
same pretence of a voluntary offer; nor will 
it stick there. ‘Lhe same mode may be ap- 
plied to the volunteers. The exuberant zeal 
of some of the corps may suggest the offer, 
and advantage might soon be takén of such 
anexampie. 1: no discrimination was to 
be made ia these offers of voluntary service, 
where could they be conceived to stop ? The 
fatal tendency of such an example, he trv t- 
ed, the wisdom and caution of the house 
would reasonably provice against, and not 
permit them to be so easily worked upon as 
Vou. Il. 


e voluntary offers said . 
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they were in the year 1798. They should 
recollect, that permitting innovations of this 
nature, must render a service, easy and ace 
ceptable in its origin, grievous and oppres- 
sive by an abuse or infringement of its prin- 
ciples, aad that the operations of it must 
prove of sach personal inconvenience and 
national detriment, that it is encugh to dis- 
solve and disorganize the whole militia ser- 
vice. There were other and more effectual 
modes of raising the force required: they . 
might indeed require something of more 
expense, But, under the present circums 
stances of the country, a trifling addition of 
expense should not be attended to; we 
should no doubt be grateful for the gallant. 
offer which the zeal of the Irish militia bas 
prompted them to make; but the pradence 
of parliament should dictate something more 
to be relied upon than such temporary and 
occasional expedients. 

The Hon. C. H. Hutchinson, after a few 
introductory observations, proceeded to state 
the grounds on which he felt it his duty to 
support the bill. He should support it as a 
measure which could not fail to have the 
happiest effects on the situation of Ireland. 
He wished, however, to state distinctly to 
the house, the grounds on which this opinion 
was founded. It was from an idea that the 
interests of all ranks of the community in 
Ireland would be benefitted by the measure, 
that he was determined to vote for it on the 
present occasion. The manufacturers and 
agricultural peasants of. Ireland, would, by 
coming to this country, have an opportunity 
of contemplating the happiness which pre- 
vailed among the lower orders, and would 
be prompted to emulate and to cultivate 
those habits from which this happiness and 
comfort proceeded. They would have an 
opportunity of observing in how many re- 
spects the inhabitants of this part of the 
united empire, excelled those of a similar 
description in Ireland; and it was not to be 
denied that the circumstances of superiority 
were various, and, from’such a review, they 
would see the propriety of acting on the 
principles by which this superiority was 
procured. ‘They would learn to appreciate 
the value of husbanding their time, and 
would see the advantage of pursuing that 
system of habitual industry which, in this 
country, was the distinguishing feature of 
the lowest, in common with the highest 
ranks in society. The advantages arising 
from union of public sentiment, would noc. 
fail to excite their attention, and, from the 
comparison which must arise in their minds, 
it was natural to anticipate the most im- 


| alteration of national opinion on their 
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 ¥eturn to their native land, Respect for the | 


people of this country would necessarily be 
created, ‘and a degree of affection would be 
contracted which, under the present circum- 
‘stances of the empire, could not possibly 
exist. It would be seen that they came in- 
to a country where they were received as 
fellow citizens, as sharers of the same con- 
stitutional privileges and political rights. 
The consequence of such an interchange of 
opinions was obvious. It was, more than 
any other circumstance, calculated to de- 
' stroy those feelings of prejudice, which it 
“was so material to eradicate. They would 
unlearn much of that misconception which, 
‘from a variety of circumstances, now pre- 
‘wailed. But, above all, the beneficial ef- 
fects of the measure would operate in shew- 
_ ing the people of Ireland, that there was a 
- great distinction to be made betwixt the 
_ feelings of this country at large, and the opi- 
“nions and system, not of this ministry alone, 
“but of any cabinet that had hitherto been 
_ formed. It would convince them, that 
“whatever the perversity and wickedness of 
‘any cabinet might be with regard to Ireland, 
this policy was not countenanced or support- 
‘ed by public opinion. Ministers might act 
on narrow, illiberal principles, but the sen- 
timents of an English public would be found 
‘to be candid, liberal, and generous. The 
‘militia of Ireland, who now volunteered 
‘their services to this country, would leave 
it with the impression that the people were 
not partakers in the persecuting policy of 
‘any administration, but were inspired with 
every wish of ‘extending to all parts of the 
“empire ‘the-blessings of an equitable system 
“of govt. But this was not the only view 
“which he entertained of the beneficial con- 
“sequences of the measure, ‘The gents. who 
“were to command the militia regiments 
“which were to volunteer their services to 
this country, would likewise learn many im- 
“portant lessons by this extension of their 


services. The house would keepin view, . 


that they were principally land-owners, who 
— necessarily maintained a most important and 
“interesting relation with the lower orders in 
‘Treland. He entertained a hope that they 
‘would feel it their duty to compare the situ- 
~ ation of the tenantry of England with that 
of the tenantiy of Ireland, to view their re- 
lative degrees of comfort and happiness, and 
“on their return to Ireland employ themselves 
Yntroducing the improvements which 


sich a réview would naturally suggest. Such 


‘a review must indeed most powerfully im- 
: Prete, on the mind of every land-owner, that 
“his real'interest consisted, not in the number. 


‘of pounds which he’ wwas“enabled to put'into | 


| support to the bill, But, while he was re. 


‘the lower and industrious orders. 


-sidence of so great a part of the landed in- 


timent of justice, as well as every feeling of 


his pocket, but in the general diffusion of 
that domestic enjoyment which rendered the 
lower orders the best tenants, as well as the 
most valuable members of society. These 
were the general principles and views on 
which he felt himself called on to give ‘his 


solved to give the measure his support, he 
begged leave to add, that he could not give 
this support unconnected with certain con- 
ditions. He would be sorry, indeed, to 
think that an offer so liberal as that of the 
Irish militia, should be received without 
some corresponding return of liberality, and 
even justice, on the part of this country, | 
The present was a moment of the greatest 
interest for the security of both countries, , 
and when it was considered how great was 
the armed force of this country, Ireland was 
not to be deprived of a large proportion of 
well disciplined troops, without receiving an 
equivalent for this diminution of the exist- 
ing means of defence. This was not, how- 
ever, the only point of view in which the - 
effects of the measure could be contemplated. 
It was not merely the armed force of the 
privates in the militia regiments volunteer- 
ing their services to this country, that Ire- 
land would lose by the measure. As he had 
already remarked, the great majority of the 
were land-owners, whose presgnce 
at all times of high importance, was more 
especially requisite at a crisis of unparalleled 
difficulty and danger. One great source of 
the present unfortunate state of Ireland was, 
that there was not a sufficient number of the 
country gentlemen resident in the country. 
Of this description of the inhabitants of 
Ireland, the services were of the highest mo- 
ment to the interests and the happiness of 
It was 
their peculiar business to be the supporters 
of the poor ander circumstances of distress, 
to be their advisers in circumstances of dif- 
ficulty, to be their patrons and protectors 
against schemes of oppression, One great 
objection against the union was, that the 
residence of the land-owners would be dis- 
couraged. Whatever advantages might arise 
from the union, in relation to the general 
interests of the empire, this was an evil 
which had materially increased. In agreeing 
to the present bill, therefore, he could not 
discharge his‘ duty without requiring that, 
before Ireland should be deprived of the re- 


terest, some adequate return should be af- 
forded. It would be contrary to every sen- 


humanity, to increase in Ireland an evil al- 
ready so ¢rying and so enormous, withont 
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taking precautions to prevent its further 
progress, so far as it could be affected by 
the bill now before the house —The return 
then which he asked was, that a. certain 
prop ortion of the militia corps of this coun- 
try should be sent to Ireland in the room of 
those regiments of Irish. militia which had 
agreed to extend their services to this coun- 
try. He was not inclined to deny, that in 
asking this exchange, he asked for a return 
which, by many, members, would be con- 
sidered, as of the highest value. It was cer- 
tainly asking a good deal of the officers and 
privates. of militia corps in, this country, to 


- give up all the comforts they enjoyed here 


for the purpose of volunteering their services 
toIreland. In this case, however, it was 
to be considered, that the inconvenience 
was. only one of a temporary duration; 
whereas the union of the two countries had 
placed the gents. of Ireland under incon- 
veniencies which were permanent in their 
daration. He would put it to the candour 
of the house, whether Irish gents. were not 
labouring under a very considerable incon- 
yenience, in consequence of their attendance 
in parliament in this country ? This incon- 
venience, however, they cheerfully sabmitted 
to, from an enlarged consideration of the 
advantages accruing to the whole of a great 
empire. When he proposed the return 
which he had alluded to, he did not think, 


therefore, that he asked what was unfair, 
unreasonable, or The best claim 


on the militia of this country to volunteer 
their services to Ireland was, that by this 
extension of service they materially contri- 
‘buted to the defence and sectrity of the 
kingdom in one part where it was most pe- 
culiarly vulnerable. In the case of the at- 
tendance of Irish gents., an inconvenience 
never to be removed was submitted to. In 
‘the present instance, all that was ‘called for 
on the part of Ireland was submission to 
an inconvenience of a temporary nature, at 
a crisis when all that was dearest to both 
countries was at stake. But a good deal had 
been insisted on as to, the violation of the 
principles of the militia establishment. He 
could not help thinking that, if gents. who 
‘urged this objection had taken. the trouble 
to allude a little ta the records and usages 
of parliament, they would not have laid so 
much stress as they appeared to do on the 
argument. Gents. would do well to recollect 
that a standing army, such as it now stood, 
‘was repugnant to the original principles of 


- the constitution, but a difference of circum- 


stances had in the lapse of years produced 
the present extended establishment. In 


| judging of the expediency of the measure 
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now before the house, he thought it but fair 
therefore, to look back to former. prece- 
dents, and not to stand so closely by the 
strict letter of the militia system. Prece- 
dents of the same description certainly did 
exist, and it was too, rigid a mode.of reason- 
ing to hold up one principle. one day,and to 
disclaim it on another occasion, when,.per- 
haps, it was found convenient to hold another 
species of argument, On the general. prin- 
ciple, then, he did not think. that the. mea- 
sure was liable to the objections which had 


‘been urged against it in the course of the 


discussion, There were, however, several 

points on which he wished to.make afew 

observations. If the right hon. gent. on the 

other side (Mr, Yorke) meant, that the-only 

return to be made for, the militia regiments 

volunteering to this country should consist 

of a new body of militia to be raised in, Ire- 

land, he should most. strongly oppose. such 

an arrangement as highly objectionable, -.If 
it was meant that the deficiency should be 

made up by foreign corps, his objection, so 
far from being weakened would be material- 

ly strengthened. He had no difficulty in 

declaring, that he had. the strongest objec- 
tion to the introduction of foreign corps iato - 
any part.of the empire, but he more parti- 
cularly objected to their introduction. into 
Ireland in the present circumstances of that 
country. To suppose that the people of En- 
gland wanted foreign corps to defend them 
against the attempts of France, would be 
disgraceful to the national character, What 
would the posterity of the present age think 
of the inhabitants of England being. so.lux- 
urious or so corrupted as to trust the de- 
fence of all that is dearest to men to be 
upheld by no considerations but the mere 
low consideration of pecuniary reward? As . 
to Ireland, more particularly, he beggedleave 
to enter his most solemn protest against such 
a measure, as the introduction of any fo- 
reign corps. On various occasions ministers 
had stated, and they had stated truly, that 
there was a very visible change in the senti- 
ments and feelings of the people of Ireland, 
as far as related to the invasion of a French © 
force. Fortunately, a most important change 
on this head had taken place, and at this 
moment he believed that no part of the pos 
pulation of Ireland entertained any. confi- 
dence in the false and delusive promises of 
the despot of France, who was now threaten« 
ing a descent on our shores. There was no 
wish for assistance from a power which wss 


_ regarded with universal detestation.and abe 


horrence. But, though it was true, that the 

people of Ireland had no wish. for French 

it did not any means follow 
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that they were satisfied with the conduct of 
ministers. Such an assertion had not indeed 
been made by ministers, and it was right 
that it had not been made, for it was an‘ as- 
sertion contrary to fact. The hon. member, 
' in illustration of this sentiment, drew a very 
animated picture of the situation of Ereland, 
at the moment when the offers which formed 
the ground cf the present bill were brought 
forward. He particularly referred to the 
letters written by the lord chancellor of 
that country. He characterised this pro- 
duction as one calculated, not to instruct, 
but misrepresent; not to conciliate, but to 
irritate. It was a production fitted to in- 
sult and degrade the religious opinions of a 
great majority of the Irish people. It was 
evidently intended to dictate in matters con- 
nected only with the Divine Being and the 
individuals concerned. ft was an indecent, 
an unjustifiable libel on the character of the 
people of Ireland. He stated his decided 
dissent from any idea being entertained, that 
the people of ireland were at all satisfied 
with the measures pursued by ministers since 
their accession to power, so faras the affairs 
of that part of the empire were concerned. 
He particularly quoted several passages from 
_ the speech of the right hon. gent. now at 
the head of his Myjesty’s govt., previous to 
the union, and in recommendation of that 
measure, which demonstrated his opinion, 
that the situation of Ireland was one which 
admitted of many important improvements. 
He was proceeding to ask of the house what 
improvements that right hon. gent.’s admi- 
nistration had produced ? when he was called 
toorderby 
‘Colonel Vereker, who said, the present 
stage of the bill was not the proper one for 
such a discussion. The colonel not being 
supported, however, by the opinion of the 
speaker, 
Colonel Hutchinson was allowed to pro- 
ceed. He-said, he was just about to con- 
-clude his observations, when the hon. mem- 
-ber had thought proper to interrupt him. He 
-did not wish to add to the irritation of his 
countrymen, by making any aljusions which 
could have that effect, but he conceived thut, 
even in the present stage of the bill, he had 
‘a right to explain his sentiments fully, and 
to demonstrate on what grounds he was led 
to support a bill which went to accept the 


offer of 10,000 of his countrymen to serve” 


in Great Britain. He had no idea of smag- 
gling such a bill through the house at a mo- 
“ment when we ought not to shrink from 
our duty. He appealed to the house whe- 
ther he: had not always endeavoured to in- 
duce his Majesty's ministers to attend se- 
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riously to the concerns of Ireland, in order 


| to remove the cause of: that discontent and 
- agitation, which seemed to excite so much 


alarm in the mind of the, hon. member ; 
but surely this was not a time to shrink 
from the discharge of public duty | every 
man should speak out boldly, and warn the 
govt. of the danger to which it may be ex. 
posed, from persevering in an iniquitous 
system, that was tried for. centuries, with 
occasional variation, but had always failed. 


He felt, in common with every member of 


the house, and every person in the country, 
who valued its interest, that private consi- 
derations ought to be sacrificed, prejudice 
combated, the passions moderated, and party 
spirit, as well as religious discord, extin. 
guished ; the terrible effects of this were 
too keenly felt, and were likely to be still 
experienced, if not removed by seasonable 
and sound polly instead of that which en- 
couraged and fomented this dreadful cause, 
which 

« Called truth itself to testify a fraud, 

«“ And stampt,imposture with the seal of God” 
The hon. member concluded, with giving 
his support to the bill. i 

‘Mr. Burrqughs thought that a great part 
of the hon, gent.’s speech had nothing to do 
with the question before the house. He. 
applied this observation particularly to the 
employment of foreign corps, and ‘the re- 
marks made on the letters of the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland. He contended, that 
many of the general objections against the 
bill would be very powerful under the ordi- 
nary circumstances of the country. It was 
to be recollected, however, that the present 
was not a period of ordinary danger, but a 
crisis of unexampled interest. It was on . 
this principle that he judged of the bill, and 
on this ground it had his support. It did 
not appear to him fair to argue against the 
bill on the ground that the [rish militia, who | 
volunteered their services to this country, 
were to be immediately removed from Ire~ 
land. If he had conceived that the bill ne- 
cessatily implied this, he could not but 
have viewed it in a very different light. As 
it struck bis mind, however, all that was 
meant by the measure was, to enable par- 


‘liament to sanction any preparatory measures 


which particular circumstances might ren- 
der desirable at a moment of peculiar emer- 
gency. Such an emergency might occur at 
no remote period, and it would be very ex 
traordinary policy, never to think of pre- 
cautions till the day of actual danger ap- 
proached. Would any man say, that we 
ought to wait till the fleet from Brest, or < 

of the enemy’s ports, had eluded our viger 
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Jance, before we had recourse to plans for 
the safety of the united kingdoms? He as- 
sented, therefore, to the bill, froma con- 
viction that such were the, objects of it, and 
that no immediate withdrawing of these 
forces from Ireland was to take place, till 
the exigencies of this country absolutely and 
urgently required them, 

Mr. Canning delivered his sentiments in 
opposition to the bill. He had not intend- 
ed to deliver his sentiments, but to content 
himself with a silent vote, but the view of 
the subject taken by his hon. friend who 
spoke last, induced him to trouble the 
house with.a few observations, In judging 
of the bill; there were three points to be 
taken into consideration. It was to be con- 
sidered, how far the measure was at all 
necessary ? how far Ireland possessed the 
means of supplying the force proposed to 
be sent into this country? and in what 
manner the deficiency created by this sup- 
ply was to be repaired? On the first of 
these points, he wished to postpone his ob- 
servations, till he had alluded to the means 
‘possessed by Ireland, of furnishing the su 
ply of troops to be raised by the bill; On 
this point he contended, that an-hon. gent. 
on the other side (Col. Hutchinson) had, 
so far from being out of order, argued in a 
manner the most strictly logical. When 
peeking of the means of Ireland to supply 
the force wanted, nothing was more na- 
tural than to allude to the political circum- 
stances and situation of Ireland. When 
Gaceneng this subject, gents. ought tokeep 
n view, that Ireland at this moment la- 
boured under martial law, that the habeas 
corpus act was suspended, that a rebellion 
had burst forth, and that some new insur- 
rection might ere long make its appearance. 

ow far Ireland possessed the means of 
giving the supply of troops wanted, was 
fhere ore a matter of serious inquiry. How 
far the measure was expedient was an in- 
quiry not less interesting. The principle 
of the bill, as described by a right hon, 
gent. below (Mr. Yorke), was to’ procure, 

the speediest means, an augmentation 
of our disposable force. That such an aug- 
mentation was desirable, all parties al- 
lowed, and the only question was, how it 
was to be most speedily effected. The 
house had been told by ministers, that, 
even with gn establishment of 70,000 En- 
glish militia, and 380,00¢ volunteers, our 
whole regular force ‘was locked up from 
offensive operations, How, then, was this 


inconveniency to be removed? Why, the 


fact was, according to the reasoning of mi- 
‘pisters, that what this iihmense force could 
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not accomplish, was to be effected by an 


addition of 10,000 Irish militia. True it 


was, that we ‘had previously 70,000 mili- 
tia, and 380,000 volunteers; but this was . 
quite unavailing. But ee allow us 10,000 
Irish militia, and the scale will be imme- 
diately turned. Our whole regular force 
went be at liberty, and wé should have ax 
many men as we required te be dispatched 
on any distant expeditions. Such was the 
only intelligible view of the reasoning of 
ministers ; but what could be more ridicy- 
lous or absurd? But he wished to put the 
matter in a point of view, if possible, still 
more striking. Ministers insisted much on 
the necessity: of a disposable force. But 
how was it that this force was to be pro- 
cured? The fact was, that ministers im- 
trodyced into this country a proportion of 
the force of Ireland, raised for limited ser- 
vice ; and how did they propose to supply 
the place of this force? They proposed to 
do this by raising a new ne, ww of force 
for limited service in the same country. 
The consequence was obvious. The dis- 
posable force of the empire was not aug- 
mented, while ministers, by augmenting 
the force for limited service, cut off the 
supplies of the regular army. Ministets 
had nothing consistent or uniform in their 
views. They knew not what they pro- 
posed, and they took no effectual means of 
carrying any of their plans into effect. 
They were subject to eternal variations of 
opinion, They never advanced boldly to 
any object.. “ They lightly waddled to the © 
end in view.”—He did not mean to under- 
value these offers of extended acts 
-his hesitation in voting for the bill, He 
denied that Ireland could spare that force, 
or that England stood in need of it, and 
therefore concluded with voting against 
the bill. 

Mr. Bastard said, he thought the pre- 
sent measures were quite contrary to the 
constitution of the militia, on whom the 
countty greatly relied for the expulsion of 
the enemy. Those regiments were limited 
to particular services, and it was proper 
they should continue so, because the nearer 
these regiments were to the place where 
they were raised, the more influence they 
would have, and the more service they 
would render. He hoped the militia would 
never again be exposed to the measures 
adopted during last war. He had heard 
rumours of aregiment of Irish militia hav- 
ing made offers of extended service to this 
country, without the consent of one single 
officer belonging to it. He knew that there 
were certain regiments who adopted such 
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meastres during last: war, merely for the 
purpose of spiteing their officers, This bill 
gave rise to a system of deliberation in re- 
giments, and so far from assisting the re- 
eruiting of the regular army, it injured it, 
by raising the: competition. 
_» Mr. Pytebes thought the measure came 
vather prematurely, without any previous 
consideration of the situation of Ireland; or 
any danger of an immediate descent on 
‘this country. If there even were an ap- 
parent necessity, it was a. measure of such 
‘@ nature that the house ought tolook askew 
‘atit, It was: impossible to see where in- 
moyation would end, if arash zeal was to 
~be spoken of in terms of such. exultation. 
This. measure was, he knew, considered as 
the key-stone, of a. new system; but he 
‘was one of those who adhered to the ori- 
-ginal contract. This was considered as a 
Lind of intermarriage ; but without dimi- 
Mishing the gallantry of the Irish nation, 
owhen he considered their propensity to ce- 
Jibacy,,and the character of the English 
_Jadies, he doubted whether one link would 
-be added to the connubial chain. How- 
-ever-he might approve the principle of re- 
turning the visit of the militia of this coun- 


try, he condemned the Irish nation for giv- | 


-ing. way so much to bashfulness as to think 
that necessary. It-was but yesterday that 
“ministers -wanted .to. brighten over. this 
blooming. act of the Irish nation, which 
“they said did not want to be glossed over 
by any further operation. Now the offer 
“was too fascinating to be rejected. He 
admired this. generous tender of loyalty, 
-but to make use of it, would be to admit 
that the constitution was vulnerable, and 
that it was necessary it should have an 
‘Hibernian pier to rest one But before 
any Irish militia was admitted, into this 
country, he thought there should have been _ 
a message from his Majesty, declaring that 
all religious and political enmities in that: 
country were at an.end. If the invasion 
‘should come, the people of Ireland would. 
call loudly for their militia. If the bill 
should pass the house, it would go to make 
an united,-an amphibious militia. Con- 
sidering the object for which this measure 
«was brought forward, at this moment of 
-anexampled danger, he saw it with infinite 
‘concern, Alarm had apparently seized the 
-public mind, but it ought to be crushed 
(without this‘measure. It would not be 
_crushed, however, while we had av admi- 
nistration whose management of the forces 
of the country to.be estimated the 
same ‘manner as the use made of cyphers 
by the mathematicians, which being 


tall three or four fold, produced no. 
ing. 


competent to decide; and he begged leave 
to. read, as part of his speech, a letter he 


had received from a nephew of his, who’ 


had seen considerable service in Toulon, 
Egypt, and in lreland; and who, though 
a young man, had attained the rank of 
brigadier-general, Sir Richard then read 
part of the letter, which expressed a pat 

t 


Opinion of the advantages that would resy 


from. an interchange of the militia ; and 
spoke in high terms of the Irish militia, 
There were no better troops than the Irish 
militia, and if they were ‘under good of- 


ficers, they may be depended upon for any 


service, 

Colonel Vereker was gratified, even by 
the admission of the hon. baronet’s corres- 
pordent, that the Irish militia may be de- 
pended upon if well officered. He was 
sure that all the Irish militia, and particu- 
larly the regiment he had the honour to 
command, would, if England were invaded, 
vie with each other who should be the 
foremost to come to her assistance. But 


-when Ireland was equally threatened with 


England, and when there was a French 
fleet expressly destined to attack Ireland, 
he could not see the merit of the attach- 
ment, loyalty, and zeal, as they were called, 


of volunteering services to another part of 


the empire not more in danger. He was 
pervcuany adverse to the measure, as the 
ec, of State admitted that the regiments 


as highly disciplined as troops of the 


line, and, in fact, they did garrison‘duty, 


_and other duty with troops of theline, and 


on the same footing. From the most yul- 
nerable part of the British isles, as he con- 
tended Ireland was, this measure proposed 
to take 10,000 of the best disciplined of 


this admirable militia, and to replace it 
with 10,000 of the army of reserve, who, 


if they were such men as he saw in Ireland 
belonging to the army of reserve, were not 
worth 1000 of the men that composed the 
Irish militia, He contended that the ser- 


vice of the English militia to Ireland was 


returned by the vote of the Irish parlia- 
ment, and the actual transfer of two regi- 
ments of the Irish militia to Guernsey and 


Jersey. If these 10,000 men.were to be 
replaced by an equal number of English 


militia, he should have no objection; an 
interchange of this nature had been held 
out as one of the beneficial consequences 
of the union. If England were invaded, 
or if the Brest fleet were disabled from in- 


Sie R. Hill said, that it was a subject . 
upon which military men were the most _ 


| 
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vading Ireland, and England were then 
threatened, he would be the first to vo- 
lunteer in her defence; but while the dan- 
er was the same, if not greater, with re- 
spect to Ireland, he thought it his ‘duty to 
defend his country first. The safety of his 
own country was dearer to him than that 
of all the world: the safety of England was 
next. The question was put, when 
Mr. Windbam rose. He supposed that as 
the right hon. gentlemen on the other side 
found they did not make much progress by 
argument, they meant to carry the question by 
some other means. Jt was true, that what had 
been urged against them this night not 
new ; but it was not possible to consider 
this or any other military measure, without 
reference to the whole of our military sys- 
tem. He should now confine what he had to 
say to the measure before the house, reserv- 
ing what else he had to offer for the other 
measure, which was to be discussed to- 
morrow or some otherday. He confessed 
he was one of those who was glad that 
there was to be an opportunity for gentlemen 
“ exercising their lungs,” as the right hon. 
secretary called it, he supposed ‘in contra- 
distinction to what on a former day he had 
termed “ solid votes,’ on both measures se- 
parately. He contended that what took place 
in 1798, when the English militia volun- 
teered to Ireland, was entirely distinct. The 
constitutional principle of holding the militia 
to limited service was not inflexible. There 
was no inconsistency in those who consent- 
ed to give way in some circumstances, re~ 
fusing to give way in others, and those who 
consented then, were not bound by that 
consent from future opposition. The other 
question, as to the vote in 1799, was toto carlo 


. different, for there was then a rebellion in 


Ireland, a foreign enemy was also in the 
country, and menacing it with a greater 
force. The proposition originated with the 
Irish parliament, and the circumstances of 
the present time were entirely different. As 


to the return of the visit, it would never | 


end; visit would beget visit, and con- 


tinued transition and intermixture would 


be established,. except the thing rested 
upon the first return, It was probable that 
in 1799, while the rebellion still subsisted, 
the English militia were thought a safer 
description of foree for |reland. He at that 
time supported the sending Engli-h militia 
to Ireland, and the transfer of the services 


of a part of the Irish militia to another part _ 
of theempire. The experience gained by . 
that proceeding was one reason for his op- 


* 
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position to the present measure. The effects 
which the precedent had on the character 


_ and discipline of the militia force, had been 


stated fully by the hon. gent. who went be- - 
fore him (Mr. Bastard). He first. objected 
to the measure that it was a breach of good 
faith. The maxim of volenti non fit injuria - 
eould not be justly applied, as the men felt 
themselves in a disagreeable situation, and a 
sort of necessity was put upon them,. when 
part of their corps offered, to follow the 
example. He insfanced the situation’ of 
Lieut. Browne, mentioned in a sort of way 
in the papers, so as to admit of an invidious 
construction ; this gent. had in reality shewn 
more manliness by refusing to volunteer, He 
recollected a similar instance where the mem- 
ber for Nottingham (Mr. Pierrepont), was 
the only man that refused to give his assent 
ata time when the act for enabling the En- 
glish militia to serve in Ireland was passed, 
as it were, by acclamation. The effect on 
the discipline of the militia was most perni- 
cious, One deliberation led to another ; 
and if it even ended on the instant, was it 
not a degrading and pernicious thing that a 
commanding officer should be obliged, even 
for that once, to descend to a canvass and 
solicitation of his men. Let gentlemen 
take a lesson from experience. It was well 
known that the officers Who had been obliged 
to take such astep, had never been able to 
recover their authority. The present high 
state of discipline in the militia, was owing 
to its long, regular,and unchanged establish- 
ment. If the system should be broke in 
upon, that cause of perfection would no 
longer remain. These two main objections 
lay to the planas laid down. If parliament 
was called upon to vote the measure on trust 
that was intelligible. -If ministers offered 
‘one set of reasons while they acted on an- 
other, how was parliament todecide? It 
was argued, that though the power. was 
given, it was not meant to use it immediately. 
If any thing required immediate use and’ 
was unfit to keep, it was certainly an offer 
of voluntary service. It was more liable to 
spoil than mackarel itself. The circumstan- 
ces would change, and the disposition of the 
men would change with them. | It was cer- 
tainly a great effort of ingenuity to create 
a disposable force by transferring from -one 
island to another a force in its own nature 
not disposable; and it was extremely 
whimsical to think of creating a force for 
offensive operations, not by increasing the 
army, but by raising more militia, .As.to 
the recruiting service; it could not go on. 
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Gentlemen met themselves in their own 
market ; the moment they went to Ireland 
to raise new regiments for general service 
they would find themselves there already 
raising 8 or 10;000militia.. The effect of the 
measure was to bring a force from a coun- 
try where it was more wanted, to 4 country 
where it was less wanted; then, to re- 
lace it; a fresh militia is to be got ata 
igher price, and to run the same round. 
Gentlemen who were better acquainted 
with the character of the Irish militia than 
he, but not better than the hon. geut. who 
_.spoke last in opposition to the measure; 
may see reasons for accepting the offers 
which he did not see. He therefore voted 
against the motion. 

Lord Castlereagh said, the right hon. gent. 
‘who just sat. down, had weakened his 
charge by admitting, with all the ingenuity 
that he was known to possess, and the un- 

. exampled facility of giving an air of novelty 
to what had been often.repeated, that he 
could add nothing new to the familiar ar- 

uments urged against the present measure. 
Fie did not think. it right, after the able 
statement of his right hon. friend at the 
commencement of this debate, to go over 
the same ground atlength; but as the charge 
of silence had been made, he begged leave 
merely to state the purpose of the measure. 
It was not an exchange of militia services, 
on any enlarged principle, that was in the 
contemplation. of his Majesty's ministers. 
Though, if that measure could be effected 
without driving from the militia the gen- 

_ themen of property, it would render the mi- 
litia the great bulwark of the empire. 

_ Looking upon that as ene of the best mea- 

_‘sures that could be adopted, he was sure 
it would disgust the militia if it should 
now be prematurely pressed forward. The 
sentiments and disposition of the militia on 
this head, ought.to be watched and follow- 
ed up, not anticipated. He thought it 
right, therefore, to say, that his Majesty’s 
ministers did not mean this even a begin- 
‘ping or introduction to such a system, 
They did not even mean to put the mat- 
ter upon the footing of the year 1798, 
when a rebellion raged in Ireland, though 
he was sure if the same necessity existed, 
‘there would be but one feeling with respect. 
to voluntary service, wichout limit of time 

er place. in his opinion, a high motive of 

policy was a good ground for accepting a 

service from the militia beyond what it was 
bound to by their original constitution, 
deprecated the mode of arguing against 

_ granting the power, by assuming that it 
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He. 


would be abused when it was granted. He 
contended that soldiers were frequentl 
put in a deliberative capacity, particularly 
when called upon to volunteer in a storm. 
ing party, or on a forlorn hope, or any 


_ other service of extraordinary danger, 


He was sure no petion would be more 
reddy than his hon; friend over the way 
(Col. Vereker), to volunteer services o 
danger for thé safety of any part of the 
empire, but he could not approve of the 
idea of a local patriotism, prefering one 
pet to all the rest. As to the mischief of 

ringing away the men of property and 
magistrates in the Irish militia, this would 
only apply if each regiment were kept in 
its own district. As it was now, and had 
always been the case inthe Irish tuilitia, to 
serve in counties distant from their own, 
he could see no difference between their 
serving in England, and in a remote part 
of As tothe next objection, that 
the raising of an additional militia force 
would cripple the recruiting, experience 
had proved it would not. As fo the argu- 
ment that fencibles ought to be raised, he 
conceived it would be sufficient to reflect, 
that the men would be raised more speedily, 
more cheaply, and more rapidly by being 
incorporated with militia regiments already 


| highly disciplined. Besides, there was no 


source from which experieficed officers: 
could be found for fencible regiments. It 
was the opinion of the best officers, that 
with eight new regiments, and ten new 
battalions, with the existing disposable 
force more at liberty by the present mea- 
sure, we should be in a condition to under= 
take offensive operations. It was not the 
object of the present measure to lessen the 
defence of Ireland. If that was the object 
the removal of the regular troops would 
more naturally be thought of. He dis- 
claimed the idea of bringing the Irish mi- 
litia to this country from any mofive of sus- 
picion. He knew the difficulties men had to 
contend with in their own country ; but he 
had seen the Irish militia fried in the yeat 
1798 by plans of seduction beyond any 
thing that the ingenuity or wickedness of 
men wou'd for its own sake ever practise 
again ; and though a few had fallen victims, 
the great mass had proved inaccessible, 
Mr. Thomas Grenville remarked an in- 
consistency among the speakers on the op- 
posite side. The right hon, secretary ad- 
duced the transactions of 1798 and 1799, 
as precedents to sanction the present pro- 
ceedings, while the noble lord disclaimed 
making such a use of them. He denied 
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that there was any analogy between the cir- 
cumstances of ‘the’ voluntary offer in 1798, 
and a cold cabinet measure like the present. 
‘ The noble lord disclaimed, for his Majesty's 
ministers, any idea of making this’ measure 
even the foundation of an interchange of 
snilitia ; bat he doubted, whether the'man- 
ner in which his lerdship spoke, would have 
the effect of quieting the apprehension 
which some of his hearcrs might entertain 
on that subject. There were many modes 
in a voluntary offer, that might be procured 
in a manner little short of actual. violence. 
He noticed, asa great inconsistency, that 
while the paper on the table stated, the offer 
to come only from 6,000, the bill empower- 
ed the disposal of 10,000. ‘With all re- 
spect for the Irish militia, and believing 
them to be as gallantmen as any in the 
world, he did not think either English or 
Irish militia equal to regular troops, nor 
could he believe, that the removal of 10,000 
Irish militia to this country would give a 
regular force’of the same amount. It was a 
whimsical argument to say, that this was 
the quickest way of obtaining 10,000 men, 
while it was said, that the power, though 
given, was was not to be speedily used. True, 
the appeal to the volunteer spirit of the 
army for the formation of storming parties 


and forlorn hopes, was giving them a deli- 
berative power, but it was a deliberation to 
be decided on the impulse of the moment, 
to which Britons would never be wanting. 
Jt was widely distinct from a cold delibera- 


‘tion like that of the present measure. He 
‘complained, that in matters which were so 
intimately connected with the regular army, 
the house was called upon to vot: without 
wny account of the regular army before them, 
Sometimes one minister and sometimes an- 
other took from their pockets papers, which 
they read as such accounts, and which they 
put in their pockets again. He thought it 
wrong that this measure was divided from 
that which was to replace the force to be 
taken away. Both should be connected, and 
gentlemen would thus have the opportunity 
of considering the whole together. At pre- 
sent, if this bill passed, there was no security 
that the force, the removal of which it 
would authorise, would be replaced. 

The Hon. C. AW. Hutchinson, in explana- 
tion, allowed that he had expressed himself 

-decidedly against replacing the Irish militia 
by foreiga troops ; but he approved of their 
being replaced by English militia. 

Lord de Blaguiere said, he was astonished 
to see the house so long deliberating upon 
of accepting the services of 

on. II. 
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so disinterestedly, tendered by them at the 
present crisis. He cont:nded; that the union 


-of the two kingdoms was incomplete, till a 


general measure upon the grounds of mutual 
benefits and reciprocal assistance was esta- 
blished ; but, as this wasat the present mo- 
ment impracticable, it was an unfair proceed- 
ing in the house to couple the two things 
together ; one point, and one alone, could be 
considered, and that one was, whether we 
shall, at this moment of peril, condescend to 
avail ourselves of the volunteer services of our 
brethren in Ireland, or shall we contume- 
liously tell them, that even their services are 
beneath our consideration.—Upon what prin- 
ciple it was that this occasion had been taken 
to reprobate the systema of volunteer services 
in the army, he could not understasd.—No 
man was a greater enemy to the deliberation 
of soldiers in arms than himself, but, without 
volunteer services, great achievements -had 
never been performed, nor did he see the 
wisdom in questioning the use of volunteer 
exertions at a moment when almost the ea- 
tire defence of the country depended upon 
the volunteers. It was against the true spi- 
rit of the union he contended, that these 
difficulties ;were made—that measure which - 
was to strengthen the empire, and increase 
its consequence, what was its proposed opera~ 
tion, what must foreign nations say, when 
for the first time it is brought into considera- 
tion, they shall learn, that a doubt arose whe- 
ther the two kingdoms should mutually assist 
each other, and that this point was gravely 
debated in the parliament of the empire }— 
And shell nothing be said on the part of the 
people of Ireland, are they to have no feeling 
for your contumely ?>—A kingdom, he said, as 
independent as your own, whose indepen- 
dence you was forced to acknowledge, or we 
wou'd not have treated with you, a people, who 
have sacrificed that independence, who have 
cashiered their parliament, who have given 
up their consequence as a nation, to coalesce 
with you as friends, is it meant that this peo- 
ple should be told that their prese xt situation, 
is so abject, that even their services are not - 
worth your acceptance. Gentlemen cannot 
be in earnest? it is impossible. 
The question being loudly called for, the 

house divided oa the motion that the 
speaker do leave the chair, when there ap- 
peared, 

Ayes - 124 

Nues 54 

Majority - —70 

The bill was accordingly committed, and 

the report ordered to be received on Phursday. 
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Fellowes, Hon. Newton Russel, Lord William 
Folkestone, Viscount Smith William 
Fellowes, Wm. Henry 
Fostér, Rt. Hon. John 
Fox, Hon. Chas. Jas. 
Francis, Philip 


Thornton, Henry 

Vereker, Charles 

~~ Walpole, Hon, George 
Gower, Ld G; Levison Ward, Hon. John, Wm. 
Gregor, Francis Windham, Rt. Hon, Win. 
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Hamilton, Ld. Arch: Young, Sir William 


Caleraft, John 
»» -Ellior, William Tellers. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, April, 11, 1804. 


{Min vres.]. In the appeal from the court 
of sessions in Scotland Abercrombie v. El- 
phinstone, Mr. Clarke was heard for the re- 
spondent. The further consideration was de- 
ferted until Friday. The several bills on the 
table were passed in their respective stages. 

{Derence or THe Country.) The 
Earl of Sujfo/k rose for the purpose of correcting 
an etror which found its way into some of the 
public’ prints, respecting what he had said 
whénhe had the honour of addressing their 
lordships on the ‘day before. It was imputed 
to him; that in speaking of the manner in 
which the commands of two vacant regiments 
had been lately disposed of, that he should 
have said, that his noble friend had been pas- 
sed over, while the regiments had been bestow- 
ed.on persons who had performed no service 
to their country; or words to that effect. He 
begged leave to disclaim ever having made use 
of any such expression. With one of those 
officers, (he meant to allude to him who had 
succeeded to the late Sir Wm. Faweett’s regi- 
ment), he was well acquainted. He knew 
him to be a deserving and meritorious officer, 
who had seen much service in variots parts of 
the world. With the other gallant general 
he had not the honour of being acquainted, 
but he understood that he was an able and ex- 
perienced officer also. He thought it his duty 
to: ‘correct a mis-statement, which he was far 


Stanhope, Walter Spencer 
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'|, from supposing to be intentional, and he di 
not intend tomake any motion on the subject. 
He would, notwithstanding, take the liberty 
of offering a suggestion to the house; and 
that was, whether a little extension of the 


acquiescence in a practice that had lately pre. 
vailed, would not be desirable? and whether, 
for the purpose of preventing inaccuracies in 
the reports of their lordships’ proceedings, it 
would not be propef to give some better ac- 
commodation to those who—(here his lord- 
ship was called to order, and immediately sat 
down), 
[Votunreer Consotpation 
The house having gone into a committee-on 
the bill, several alterations, merely icine 


were made, On the clause being read, whic 


empowers commanding officers to take any 
man misbehaving himself in the ranks, and 
place him under arrest during the time the 
corps is exercising, Lord Grenville moved, 
that the clause be omitted altogether. The 
noble lord objected to the clause, on the 
ground that it went to provide for nothin 

more than what was already provided for, as 
he might in case of riotous behaviour be given 


in charge of a constable. On this motion the - 


house divided, Contents 22. Non-contents 7. 
Majority for the clause 15.—Lord Grenville 
said, he should not object to the prerogative 
clause in the bill, as it would be recollected, 


he had, on a former evening, given notice of 


his intention to make it the subject of a distinct 
motion.—The house divided on the clause for 
allowing the marching guinea, LordGrenville 
suggested, as an amendment, to allow the gui- 
nea to them instead of purchasing clothes. 


-The numbers were, Contents 24: Non-con- 
tents 14. Majority against the amendment 10. | 


—Another division took place on a verbal 
amendment. Contents 22. Non-contents 11, 
—Afier discussing several other clauses, in 


which no alterations were made, the chairman . 


was directed to report progress, and ask leave 
to sit again to morrow. Adjourned. 


- 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesday, April, 11, 1804. 


[Minvures.]—Mr. Vansittart moved, that 


there be laid before the house an estimate of 
the sum which may be wanted for his Majes- 
ty’s foreign and secret services for the year 


1604. Ordered.—Sir John Netyport post-. 
poned his motion respecting the Ichester . 


election till Friday next.—Mr. Foster moved, 
that there be laid before the house an account 
of the quantity of corn, meal, malt, arid 


grain, imported into, and ‘exported ‘from - 
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Ireland, together with the bounties and du- 
ties paid thereon, from the Ist Jan. 1800, to 
the Ist Jan. 1804, distinguishing the quantity 
for each year. Ordered. —Also,: that there be 
laid. before the house an account of the average 
price of English, Welch, and Scotch grain, 
from the 15th Feb, 1802. Ordered.—Also, 
that there be laid before the house an account 
of the duties paid.on exporis of linen from 
Ireland, since the commencement of that trade, 
the amount of the number of yards exported, 
and of the duties paid thereon. Ordered.— 
Mr. Wiodham moved for an account of the 
number of men raised in Great-Britain and 
Ireland for the army of reserve, pursuant to 
the,act for that purpose, distinguishing the 
number of the same engaged for general ser- 
yice, &c. Ordered... 

Mr. Secretary Yorke moved, that the order of 
the day should be read for the committal of 
this bill; but, previously to his moving that 
the speaker do. leave the chair, he took the 
opportunity of mentioning, that by inadver- 
teucy a clause had been introduced into the 


bill which would appear to throw the expense © 
that would attend this measure altogether- 


upon Ireland; this certainly would be unjust, 
and it was far from the intention of govt. ; 
he therefore intended to remedy this, when 
the bill should go into a committee, if such 
was ihe pleasure of the house. He then mo- 
yed,.that the speaker should quit the chair. 

. Colonel Craufurd said, that the bill upon 
the table bare so near a relation to thai 
which bad been under discussion last night, 


. and both of them had so close a connexion 
. with others which his Majesty’s ministers — 
had in. contemplation, that they must be 


considered not as separate measures each 
complete;in itself, but as component. parts 
of one general plan,——Indeed, the right 
hon. Sec. of State in opening this business 


tothe house, after a statement (on which | 


he. should presently make a few remarks) 


~ of the actual amount of the force which 


had been provided for the defence of the 
empire, had proceeded very properly to 
bring under one view the whole of the 
measures by which it was proposed to pro- 
cure a disposable force for future offensive 
operations: and, although the several parts 
of this plan were now brought successively 
before the house in separate bills, yet.no 


ene of them .could, with propriety, be dis- 


cussed or decided upon, without reference 
to the others.--—He should therefore think 
it necessary to say avery few words upon 


the bill for empowering his Majesty to ac- | 
¢ept the voluntary offers of the Irish militia, | 


before he proceeded to comment upon that 
which provided for the augmentation .of 
thar force. . With respect to the former, he 
said, that he had last night come down to 
the house with a determination to. give.it 
his support, but that the only grounds upon 
which he should have done so had been so 
distinctly disavowed by His. Majesty’s mi- 
nisters, that he was greatly embarrassed 
what course to pursue. The principle of 
the measure had been combated by argu- 
ments so strong in themselves, so_ forcibly 
stated, and so completely unanswered, that 
had he come to a decision in consequence 


of what. he heard in the debate, he must, 


in opposition to his original intention, have 
voted against the bill. Still however hi 
objections to having a large body of Irish 
militia acting in Ireland were so strong, 
that notwithstanding the force of the argu- 
ments urged by the opposers of the meas 
sure and the weakness of those by which it 
was defended, he would have adhered’ 5 


his resolution of giving it his support, ha 
it not been for the very explicit declaration — 


made towards the close of the debate by a 
noble lord(Castlereagh),which left him little 
reason to hope that the object which he 
had in view would be accomplished, Un- 
der these circumstances, approving of the 
measure as an abstract question, but de- 
sparing of its being so made use of sp 
produce the effects for the sake of which 
alone he did approve of it, he had really 
been so much at a loss which way to yote, 
that he had left the house without voting at 
all,-—But although he had experienced 
this difficulty and embarrassment upon. the 


former bill, he felt not thesmallest.hesitation _ 


in giving his decided negative to the. pre- 
seut one. He disapproved of the augmen- 
tation of the Irish militia, not only from 
considerations peculiar to Ireland, but also 
upon the more general principle of the im- 
policy of increasing, in either part of the 

nited Kingdom, that local force, whose 
services, if the general defence of the 
state required their being employed in the 
other, must be accepted as-a favour, and 
could not be required as a duty. The in- 
conveniencies resulting from this state of 
things, were, in his opinion, perfectly suffi- 
cient reasons against any increase of the 
militia either in Great-Britain or Ireland ; 
and instead of giving his consent to such 
an augmentation, he must, on the contrary, 
express his wish that we had no embodied 
militia at all, . He did not mean to say we 


ought not to have any militia in Great-Bri- 


tains but that it ought not to form any part 
2 


= 


| 


f our embodied force. In considering the 
situation of Ireland, he said, that whatever 
. delicacy other gentlemen might feel, he 

for one had no scruple in declaring openly 

that he did not think it good policy to em- 
ploy, in that country, a large body of regi- 
ments composed entirely of Irishmen. But 
in saying this he must beg it to be distinctly 
understood, that he did not mean to cast the 
smallest reflection upon the Irish militia, 
nor to insinuate that there was any reason 
whatever to suspect them of disloyalty. In 
the year 1798 they had conducted them- 
selves ina manner that did them the highest 
honour; and their allegiance and loyalty 
had triumphed over all the efforts that were 
made to seduce them. He trusted too that 
those ofthe present day were as faithful and 
as warmly attached to his Majesty as any 

Other part of his forces. Those who had 
made the voluntary offers to come to Great- 
Britain had certainly given the most con- 
vincing proofs of such a disposition ; and 
he had no reason t doubt’ of the others 
being equally well di:posed. Still however 
he must contend that it would be more 
wise to employ the Irish suldiers any where 
else than in their own country, in which, 
if we look back at the events of the last 
five or six years, we shall find too much 
reason to helicve that great disaffection 
must still prevail——He was convinced 
that he did not exaggerate when he said, 
that the conspiracy, which existed in the 
year 1798, comprized nearly three-fourths 
of the people of that country. The insur- 
section or civil war which was the conse- 
quence of the conspiracy had been pre- 
ceded by many atrocities on the part of 
_ the disaffected, but it had also been at- 

tended in its progress, as alt civil wars are, 

with acts of great violence on both sides; 
and although the insurgents had been de- 
feated and subdued; yet, after all that passed 
during the contest, it was not natural to sup- 

se that the animosity and hostile spirit 
which induced them to take arms against 
us, should have been as<uaged by the de- 
fects which they experienced, and the 

unishments whi¢h had been inflicted. —— 

Force arid severity, however necessary to 

suppress rebellion, could not possibly con- 

ciate the affections of the people; and he 
should be glad to know what step had since 
been taken for the purpose of removing the 
eauses of discontent, and of making the 
Trish sati:fied with their situation and attach- 
ed to the government. What had heen 
done which cculd entitle us to suppose that 
we now possessed the good will of those, 
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who so few years ago were our inveterate 


enemies ?>—The union was the only great 


change or remarkable feature, in our conduct. 


towards Ireland since the rebellion ; and it 
was impossible to think of the union, with. 
out feeling the deepest regret, that that great 
measure, which might have been made the 
means of conciliating the affections of the 
Irish people, and consolidating the strength 
of the empire, had not been allowed to pro. 
duce any of those consequences which the 
best and sincerest friends of the King, of the 
Monarchy, and of the two’ countries, had 
expected to result from it. 
union had been preductive of no advanta 

whatever to the Irish ; and so far from hav- 
ing been made, as it might have been, a 
means of conciliating their affection, it was 
natural for us to suppose, that the contrary 
must have been the case, when we consi- 


dered that the great object which they hoped 


to obtain by it, that which they expected to 
be the first consequence of the union, and 
which they considered as the price of their 
acquiescence in it, had been positively with- 
held. Considering therefore, that from the 
suppression of the rebellion in 1798 to this 
time, no material change had taken place in 
the situation of Ireland, or ‘in our conduct 
towards that country, except the union, in 
which all their hopes had been disappointed, 
he could not conceive upon what grounds it 
was that some gentlemen seemed to indulge 
the idea that they were now so well affected 
to the govt., as to make it wholly improba- 
ble that that country should again become 
the scene of insurrection and civil war.— 
He remembered that in the last session, 
when some gentlemen were giving us fine 
accounts of the general loyalty of the Irish 
people, he had ventured to express his 
doubts of the possibility of so great a change 
having been so soon effected, without any 
apparent cause. His doubts had not been 
very well received; but unfortunately, in 
less than three weeks afterwards, an insur- 
rection had broken out in the city of Dublin, 
sufficiently serious to induce govt. and par- 
liament to grant to, the lord lieut. the power 
of declaring martial law. In the present 
session, this measure had been renewed; 
and it was impossible for ministers to justify 
their having proposed it to the house upon 
1 other ground than that of Ireland being 
still in such a state, as to give cause for ap- 
prehending fresh insurrections. Under these 
circumstances, he thought that nothing but 
necessity could justify your keeping in Ire- 


land a large body of Irish militia, taken, as. 


they are, from amongst that class of people 
of whom there is reason to believe that so 


large a proportion is disaffected. Nothing 
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put necessity could justify your placing them 


in @ situation where their allegiance would 
robably be put to a test so severe, that 
though he did not say that they would not 
stand it, (for he knew that in the last war 
their loyalty had resisted ~T attack, and 
triamphed over every other feeling) yet it 
was a trial to which he would not wantonly 
and unnecessarily expose them. It was not 
consistent with prudence, with wisdom, with 
common sense, or even with humanity, 
wantonly to place brave men in a situation 
where the best and strongest feelings of hu- 
man nature, the ties of consanguinity, the 
affections of ason, a brother, or a father, 
may come in competition with the allegiance 
of the soldier, This was a trial to which 
he, for one, would not consent to expose 
them, without absolute necessity. — He 
therefore regretted that any Irish militia 
had been raised, and should object to its 
augmentation ; believing, ashe did, that it 
was just as easy in that country to procure 
a force of a different description. Ministers 


themselves seemed, jndeed, to acknowledge 
that this addition of 10,000 men to the mi- 
litia establishment of [reland, was become 
advisable only in consequence of the volun- 
tary offers which a part of them had made 
to come to Great Britain: but it was im- 
possible to deny, that there was much in- 


convenience in being dependent for this 
extension of their services upon their own 
voluntary offers; and that it would be much 
better that the terms of their engagement 
should be such as to enable his Mitesty to 
command their service in any part of the 
empire. He therefore could not conceive 
why, if a could not procure troops of the 
line, they did not, on the-present occasion, 
have recourse to raising fencible regiments in 

reference to militia; and he was convinced 
hat the former might be got as easily as the 
latter, if youextended to them the advan- 
tages, now exclusively enjoyed by the mi- 
litia, of having their families provided for, 
an advantage which, as well as every other, 
was surely as fairly due to fencibles and 
troops of the line, as to that branch of the 

ublic force, whose service is most limited. 
—A noble lord had assigned as one reason 
in favour of this militia augmentation, that 
a certain namber of men added to an esta- 
blished regiment, would be sooner disci- 
plined and fit for service than if formed into 
entire new corps. He perfectly agreed with 
the nable lord as to the general principie, 
which he himself had strongly insis‘ed upon 
when he recommended engrafting the army 
of reserve on the old regiments of the line ; 
but he could not approve of the application 
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of this principle in the present instance, be- 
cause he objected to any increase whatever 
of the militia force. If there should be any. 
difficulty of procuring proper officers for 
the fencibles, a considerable number might 
be taken fron the sixteen reserve battalions, 
which were so inefficient in the number and 
the quality of their men, that he considered 
a very great portion of their officers as being, 
in their present situation, lost to the service. 
—With respect to the statement of the ef- 
fective strength of the forces now actually — 
on foot, which had been.made by the right - 
hon. sec. of state, in the speech with which 


‘he had introduced these measures to. the 


house, he should at present make only two 
or three short observations upon it, reserving 
to himself the right of entering more fully 
into that subject on a future occasion. In — 
the first place, he must observe, that this 
statement did, upon the face of it, bear 
some marks of inaccuracy, and that it would 
therefore be much more satisfactory if the 
right hon. gent. would lay before the house 
the actual returns, of which he professed to 
give them an abstract: and, secondly, he 
must observe, that from the manner in which 
this statement was made, many members of 
the house would be led to suppose our re- 
gular infantry to be much stronger than it 
really was; in attempting to prove which 
he could be guilty of no impropriety, be- 
cause he had access to no documents but 
what every man in the country might pro- 
cure as well as himself.—The right hon. sec. 
had began his statement by saying, that the 
effective strength of the regulars and militia 
in Great-Britain, Ireland, and the islands in 
the Channel, amounted to 199,000 men. 
When he afterwards proceeded to describe 
the different species of troops of which this 
force consisted, he had said nothing. of the 
cavalry ; but he had stated, that the regular” 
infantry amounted to 90,000, and the militia 
to 99,000. The infantry and militia would 
therefore, according to this statement, a- 
mount to 189,000, which being deducted 
from the total number of 199,000, would 
leave only 10,000 men for the cavalry ;~ 
whereas the establishment of cavalry for 
home service, as voted by parliament, was 
25,019. So that admitting the other parts 
of the right hon. secretary's statement to be 
accurate, there would be a deficiency of 
15,000 men in the cavalry, which appeared 
to him to be impossible; and he should ra- 
ther be inclined to suppose, that taking the 


whole force at 199,000, and the militia at 


99,000, the remaining 100,000 must cun- 
sist of nearly 20,000 cavalry, and not much 


above 80,000 infantry. Buteven supposing 


thé infantry to’be 90,000, still it was evi- 
dent, that great deductions must be made 
ffom this gross number, in order to ascertain 
* the real effective strength fit for field ser- 
vice. In the first place must be déducted 
between 5 ‘add 6000 men for the seven gar- 
¥ison ‘or invalid battalions: ‘in the second 
~ place, the‘right hon. sec. had included of- 
-ficets, serjeants and drummers; whereas in 
talking of the effective strength of regiments, 
it was the custom of the service to state the 
tiambers of rank and file only: and in the 
third place it must bé observed, ‘that the 16 
feserve battalions, which were also included 
In the 90,000, were composed of the refuse 
of the men raised ander the reserve act ; 
men, whom ‘the regiments of the army, and 
even the second battalions, had refused to 
take, and of whom ‘he believed he might 
Say without exaggeration, that 7 or 8,000 


anfit for field service. After making 


all these deductions, he believed that the 
90,000 would be reduced to about 66,000 
rank and file; of whom between 5 and 6000 
were'in Jersey and Guernsey, leaving about 
60,000 "in® Great Britain and Ireland ; of 
which, ‘it would appear, that nearly 25,000 
rank and file were in the latter country, and 
35,000 in this. But his Majesty’s ministers 


said, that’the Irish militia, whom it is 


imtended to bring to England, would be re- 
placed by an’ equivalent number of the re- 
giments of the line, or second battalions from 
fience’; so that supposing 6000 men of this 
description to be sent to Ireland, the whole 
Of the regular infantry (including second 
Battalions) remaining in Great-Britain would 
be 29,000 rank‘and file. It must however 


_ be remembered, that this computation was 


fourded on the supposition that. the gross 


. ‘ttumber of infantry, including officers, ser- 


jeants and drummers, and also including 
‘garrison and resetve battalions, amounted to 
0,000; but he had before observed, that. 
upon the face of the right hon. secretary’s. 
ewn statement, there appeared reason to be- 
lieve, that this was a mistake. He had al- 
réady remarked, that the establishment of. 
cavalry voted by parliament for home service 
being. 25,000, it was not presumable that, 
their effective strength could be much below 
20,000'; particularly as an augmentation of 
the ‘establishment from 22° to 25,000 had 
lately been voted ; that therefore tlie whole 
rce being 199,000, and the militia 99,000, 
the remdining 100,000 probably consisted 
of about 20,000 cavalry, and about 80,000 
imfantry. He had also shewn, that taki 
the gross amount of infantry in Great-Bri- 
taiti, freland, and the islands in the Channel 
t bE 90,000, the effective rank and file in 
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Great-Britain would be only 35,000; .and 
therefore, if the former number was a mis~ 
take, and ought to have been stated at 
80,000, the latter would, of course, be re- 
duced to 25,000;—-and in that case, after 
sending a.part of this. force to replace the 
Irish militia, we should not have more .than 
20,000 infantry fit for field-service in Great- 
Britain.—He concluded by saying, that be- 
ing convinced of the necessity of a great 
and immediate augmentation of our regular 
infantry, he should at the proper stage of 
the measures now in progress, take an op- 
portunity of submitting to the house his 
opinions of the most effectual way of accome 
plishing it. In the mean-time he thought 
it his duty to endeavour to shew, what. was 
the real state of that part of our force, as 
well as such Fi phan documents as he had 
access to, could enable him to ascertain it; 
and there could be,.no impropriety, in bis 
entering into.these details, because they were 
grounded only upon such information as was 
open to every.man.as. well as to himself, 
if howevever, it should appear, that from 
want of better information he had under- 
rated our force, it would be, easy: for .his 
Majesty's ministers to convince, the. house 
and himself of his error, by laying upon the 
table the actual.returns of the army, from 
which ,their own statements were.. taken, 
He was well aware, that there might some- 
times be sufficient reasons for not making 
public the real effective strength of. the 
force existing in the country ; but after. bis 
Majesty's ministers had volunteered coming 
forward, with a statement of. the actual 
amount of each branch of that force, there 
could be noimpropriety in his asking for the 
official documents upon which that state- 


such circumstances, urge any consideration 
of prudence or of necessary secrecy, as.an 
objection to the production of them. 

‘Mr. Secretary Yorke said, he did not feel 
it necessary to follow the hon. officer mi- 
| nutely through the whole detail of his argue 
| ments, but merely toapply himself to a. few 
| points that he thought should not pass unno- 
ticed: and first, with respect to the subject 
of the Union, which the hon. officer seemed 


to think so, barren of the good consequences 


_it.was expected to He believed 
never could have been rationally expect 
ed, or feasibly. promised by any man, that 

all the good effects to be hoped from that 
measure, were to be realized in the short 
period. that, has elapsed since. it.was effect- 
ed. Those benefits must, in the ordinary 
course of things, be of gradual growth. 
| What portion of them had hitherto obtain- 


| ment was founded ; nor could they, under — 
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ed, he would leave it for those hon. gents., 
representatives of that country, whom he 
saw around him, to declare, which’ they 
were competent to do, from their local know- 
ledge and observation. With respect to 
the bill now before the house, he begged to 
observe, that it was not in fact for any ex- 


‘traordinary augmentation of the militia of ' 


freland, to which branch of the service the 
hon, officer so much objected, but to fill up 
that vacancy which would be created in 
that militia, if it should be thought expe- 


dient by his Majesty to transfer 10,009 of | 


them'to this country; and, even if he 
should not be so transterted, the present bill 
would do no more than raise the militia force 
of Ireland-to the numbers at’ which they 
_stodd during the last war. " With respect to 
the nature of the militia force, he only felt 
it necessary to say, that, as a matter of 
opinion he differed from the hon, officer ; 
and he thought he was well warranted in so 
differing ‘from that opinion, by the gallant 
conduct of that militia in the time of the 
rebellion, and the efficient bravery they had 
shewn, not only in repelling a domestic, 
but a foreign enemy, aided, certainly, by 
another body of their brave and vie coun- 
trymen, of whom he never could speak 
without the highest and most honourable 
commendation, the Yeomanry of tfreland. 
With respect to the general strength of the 
United Kingdom, vpon which so many in- 
vidioas comments were so frequently made, 
he considered it really so formidable as to 
leave very little apprehensions of any incon- 
venience that could result from the scrutinies 
of the hon. officer, even upon the minutest 
details of the public force. For looking 
around him to the gallantry, the heroism, 
and the prowess, perpetually displayed by 
British troops in every quarter of the globe; 
contemplating the achievements recently 
etlected by a mere handful of British troops 
in India, over the most formidable and nu- 
merous armies of the native powers; view- 
ing a: few detachments of British cavalry 
and infantry, annihilating whole armies of 
40 oF 50,000 men, storming their fortresses, 
and capturing their artillery; he had no 
apprehensions for alarm when he looked at 
home, and viewed stch a bulwark for our 
defence, as an army of 160,000 such troops 
presented to the foe. When he saw 
10,000 such cavalry as the handful that cut 
to pieces the 20,000 chosen men of Scindia’s 
army; when he viewed a train of 700 
pieces of artillery, manned by 7,000 well 
trained Britions to give them effect, he felt 
none of that alarm which seemed to affect 
the hon, gent.” 


Lord. Archibald Hamilton opposed.the pre- 
sent bill, not merely as a distinct and de- 
tached measure, but as coupled with the 
bill of last night, to which, he also strongly 
objected as part of a system towards Ire- 
land, which he totally disapproved, and 
which was designed and calculated to un-. 
dermine the constitutional principle of a. 
national militia, evinced, first by encourag- 
ing the militia to volunteer into the army of. 
the line, next, by admitting as officers of - 


militia, persons who were rather strangers, - 


and possessed no qualification in the respec- 
tive counties into whose regiments. they. 
were admitted; and now, by recruiting: 
men for the militia by bounties, and not by 
ballot. The noble lord, in the course of 
his speech, made some allusions to the let- 
ters lately written by a noble law lord in, 
Ireland, in which it was asserted, that the 
lower classes of the people of Ireland were - 
incapable of being rendered loyal subjects 
to a protestant govt.; a declaration, not 
only falsified by the whole tenor of histori- 
cal facts, but coming from such authority, 
admirably calculated to insult national feel- 
ing, and to excite disaffection’even where 
it never existed before. 
Mr. Whitshed Keene. said, he was one-of 
those who had voted for the measure of 
Union, which had been alluded to, and 
who was convinced it was the sentient of, 
the enlightened people of Ireland, that it 
was a measure fraught with the happiest 
consequences to that country; and, though 
it was not to be expected that, in so. short 
atime, the measure could have produced 
any thing like its full effécts. yet it cer- 
tainly had produced one thing that laid the 
foundation for those good effects which he 
doubted not would rapidly follow. It re- 
moved that most objectionable of all poli- 
tical principles, the separate existence of 
two co-ordinate and independent legisla- 
tures in the same state, which constantly 
exposed the tranquillity of the Empire to 
dangers arising from discord and mutual 
strife, which ambitious or designing men 
might promote by the agitation of irritating 
questions. Though he was a native of Ire- 
land, he had, spent 40 years of his life in 
this country, 37 of which he had had, the 
honour to be a member of that house, and 


therefore he must be supposed free from 


national prejudice. He would declare his 
own conviction, founded upon the senti- 
ments of other génts. most conversant in’ 


the local state of that country, that of the 
whole mass of the lower orders of the com- 
“munity ther€, more. especially in the South-. 


ern provinces, oh¢-third, at least, were of 


| 


= 


the boasted possession of 1800 
general defence, the enemy had been suf- 
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‘a description that in every war which in- 
volved the empire, were rather to be con- 
sidered dangerous than friendly to the 


- state; men of dissolute and riotous dis- 


positions, easily moulded to the mischiev- 
ous designs of seditious demagogues: of 
this description of men it was desirable to 
Fae many as possible out of the country ; 
‘because thus they would be removed out of 
the way of témptation, and have their minds 
improved, by seeing the manners of other 
countries, and acquire new habits of indus- 
try. Removed from home, and forming part. 


. Of those armies that carried the glory of 


British arms to the farthest parts of the 
lobe, there were no men on earth more 
istinguished for their bravery and loyalty ; 

in the various walks of industry, none more 


distinguished for their perseverance. But, 


if there ever was a measure more eminently 
calculated than all others to promote the 
true ends of the union, it was that of the 
bill for bringing into this country 10,000 of 


the Irish militia, because it would transfer 


wen from their home; when heated by 


whiskey, and prejudiced by local ignorance 
and bud connexions, they would have an 


opportunityof witnessing, in this country, the 


_ happy effects of sobriety, industry, and sub- 


erdination to the laws; and they would 


__ earry back with them to their own country, 


new ideas, and new habits, tending more 
than any thing else to promote the inter- 
course and the attachment so desirable be- 
tween the countries, and ultimately to ren- 
der the inhabitants of both as one people. 

Sir Jobn Wrottesley opposed the bill, prin- 
cipally on the same ground with the hon. 


Col. (Craufurd), whose observations upon 
the state of the public force he fully adopt- 


ed, and from which he argued, that the 
present force of the country, in infantry of 


the line, did not exceed 20,000 men ; and 


notwithstanding the exultation of the right 
hon, geut. of the formidable state of our 
public force, he charged his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters with the grossest inattention towards 


our foreign possessions. For, loudly as the 
Tight hon. gent. had exulted in the sticcesses 


our arms io India, he seemed to forget, 


_ that the almost defenceless state of our West- 


India possessions, rendered our security in 
that important quarter extremely problema- 
tical; while, by the grossest inattention to 
our concerns in Africa, and notwithstanding 
ships for our 


fered to wrest from us our most important 


’ possession in that quarter of the globe. To- 


wards our possessions in Ceylon, thet neg- 
ligeace had been equally reprehensible, nor 


was it at all certain that the island remained | 


at this hour in our possession; and, with 
teference to our recent successes in India, 
which had been so much the subject of ex. 
ultation, it was yet to be considered, whee 
ther those successes were really grounds for 
triumph, At all events, they were purchased 
at an expense of blood and of brave men, 
which created the necessity of recruiting our 
forces in that country by new drains upon 
the population of this ; and which, the more | 
our territories were extended, the greater 
would be that necessity at a time when our 
situation at home rendered it the more em- 
barrassing ; while, the more extensive our 
new acquisitions, the more difficult their de- 
fence, and consequently the more uncertain 
must be the permanence of ourtenure. The 
hon. baronet then, adverting to the situation 
of our home affairs, observed, that through 
the incompetence of his Majesty's ministers, 
we were reduced to a dilemma unparalleled 
in the history of any nation. We were 
driven by his Majesty's ministers out of a 
pore which they made, and did not know 
w to keep, but which they acknowledged 
to be untenable, into a war, which they 
knew not how to conduct, in which we 
were lett without an ally inthe world. We 
were carrying on that war by the most 
ruinous and inefficacious system on earth, 
that of a blockade; in which we were wear- 
ing out our navy, and exhausting the spirits, 
the patience, the vigour of our men, and the’ 
treasure of our country ; dnd now, finding 
the raising of even the militia by ballot no 
longer practicable, it was proposed to resort 
to bounties upon a reduced scale, which, 
even at double the rate, had‘ been found in- 
effectual. . Such a system he considered as 
inevitably ruinous to all means of defence, 
and thought it absolutely necessary to pro- 
ceed immediately to some active operation, 
and to strike some blow which might at 
once give activity to the native gallantry of 
our troops and seamen, instead of exhaust- 
ing their hopes and sinking their spirits in a 
tardy and inactive vigilance upon the pre- 
paratory operations of the enemy. He 
wished to press on his Majesty’s ministers a 
broad view of what ought to be done. It 
was not enough if our defence was amply 
provided for, which he doubted ; he wished 
them to think of a more becoming exertion, 
to rouse them from the lethargy, the dream 
in which they were plunged. He would 
address to them the words of the antient 
Roman—*‘ si dormis, expergiscere: si ex- 
pergisceris, sta; si Stas, ingredere; si ingre- 
deris, curre ; si curris, advola.” , 
Sir William Erskine observed, that while 
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ie for the defence and securiy of the 
country, he should be glad to hear from 
those who entertained that opinion, what 
wiser and more effectual plan they them- 
selves had in view for the same desirable 
end: Asto the force which was at that 
moment in activity, he was convinced it was 
as large and efficient as any that could have 
been provided ; and he had every justground 
to believe, that not a single man more could 
have been raised to render the disposable 

pce More numerous. When gentlemen con- 
ceived themselves so very strongly founded 
in their opinions, was he not, he should ask, 
as strongly justified in calling for proofs in 
support ef these assertions ? 

Sir John Newport said, he had voted for 
the measure under consideration last night, 
but. he considered ‘he present as a totally 
separate measure, He, therefore, conceived 


there would be no inconsistency in voting 


for that, and against this. The motive of 
his vote last night was, an opinion that the 
measure then under consideration went to 
ah the anion between Great-Britain and 

eland; for without some measure of this 
nature, a legislative act was insufficient to 
yroduce a complete union. He was sorry, 
owever, to find that motives of local con- 
venience were stated in objeciionto it. The 
militia having been formed here subsequent 
to the union with Scotland, its services 
were, of course, applicable to the whole ex- 
tent of Great-Britain; since an union had 
taken place between Great-Britain and [re- 
Jand, he saw no reason why the militia of 
either should not be mutually applicable to 
the service of the other.. He supported the 
union on the principle of a community of 
defence, and he should not have supported 
it if he had not had such a confidence. He 
confessed, that his hopes on this head were 
much weakened when he became acquainted 
with.the resolutions of the meeting of lords 
lieutenants of counties and members of par- 
liament holding commissions in the militia, 
at the Thatched-house tavern, heid  yester- 
day, in opposition to. such ameasure. When 
resolutions of that kind came from persons 
deeply interested in the well-being of Ire- 
land, from possessing property in that coun- 
iry, «d, trom the same cause, likely to be 
ace vainted with the value of that part of 
th: empire, he was surprised that such per- 
scns hould not have thought it their duty 
to sacrifice motives. of personal conven nce 
tothe common defence. He hoped, how- 


ever, the time would come, when the 


interchange would be carried into effect, as 


J at 


the meeting he hdd alluded to, assumed that 


Vor. If, 


éatlemen maintained nothing had been | 


‘tion for this. purpose. 


such a measure was already before the les 
gislature. He trusted, at least, that 10,000 
highly disciplined Irish militia: would not be 
replaced by new levies... He wished to have 
British militia substituted; at any rate, he 
hoped it would not be by a force not capa- 
ble of being trained in’ less than cighteen 
months, neither could he think of the army 
of reserve as an equivalent, after it had been 
picked of every good man to fill up the res 
giments of the line. +.e had always doubted 
whether a miliua was the best force for Ire- 
Jand; he had now a particular objection to 
this augmentation. Jt was intended to aug- 
ment the regular army, and the augmenta- 
tion of the militia would create a ruinoug 
competition in the country, which was abs 
solutely the best market. He thought it 
better to raise men in the first instance for 
general service,’ or at least for service in the 
whole extent of the empire, than to raise 
them for a service from which it was neces- 
sary to bring them, by a variety of volunteer 
offers, to astate in which they would be 
more generally available. He dissented from 
the present measure. Had he been aware 
of the resolutions of the meeting he ad- 
verted to, he doubted whether he shou'd 
have given the vote that he did give, on the 
measure under consideration last night, If 
he continued of his present. opinion, and 
more particuiarly if he saw any thing to 
confirm it, he did not know that he. should. 
not give a contrary. vote on the report of 


‘that measure to-morrow. it seemed to bim 


that the honour of his country was com- 
promised by the disposition which had been 
shewn to make light of the ofters. 

General Maitland thought that a great 
deal had been said about the inetiiciency of. 
our regular army ; for his own part he per-, 


fectly agreed with an hon, baronet who had, 


spoken lately (Sir W. Erskine), that those. 
who were so loud in their objections against 
the ministers, for noi raising the army be- 
yond what it now was, were bound in con- 
sistency: to‘pointout some plan by which 
these deficiencies might be supplied. Till 
they did sub.nit such a plan, he really could 
not, see whit right they had to infer that 
ministers had not made every possible.exer- 
When. gentlemen 
talked so much of the smali number of our 
disposable force, they ought to keep in view 
the means by wich any administration, with 
the most strenuous exertions, were able 16 
inerease its numbers and cinciency. lt was 
to be considered, that the proportion of the 
population of the country at this moment 
amenable to actual service was not consi- 
derable ; that there were circumstances in 
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the augmentation of our regular regiments ; 
that the progress of wealth and the applica- 
tion of productive labour must indispose the 
lower orders from entering into a military 
life. ‘This was an argument which it was 
very fair to urge. with respect to any sup- 
posed deficiencies in our regular foree, at 
the present moment. But it was nothing 
more than’ just to look at what had been 
done in former times; and under former ad- 
ministrations, to increase the regular force of 
‘the country. In taking this review, he bad 
no intention to criminate former minisiers 
for any improper want of vigilance and ex- 
ertion, But he must beg leave to declare, 
that ‘comparing ‘the exeitions made by the 
Jate administration, at the commencement 
of the late war, when the augmentation of a 
disposable force was the great object in view, 
with what had been done’ by his Majesty’s 
present servants, he had no hesitation in say- 
ing, that the objections urged against the 
present deficiency of our disposable force 
were altogether unsatisfactory and inconclu- 
sive. In making this observation, he beg- 
géd leave to say that be alluded not merely 
to the number of additional men procured, 
but the ‘quality asd component parts of our 
regular atmy. It would not be denied that, 
in many of the regiments composing the 
army of reserve, the quality of the men was 
not so good as could be desired ; but at the 
same time he could not by any means cvin- 
cide in the’ general censure passed on the 
army of reserve by his hon. friend who open- 
ed the discussion. If he had inquired a little 
more accurately into the subject, he would 
have found that the inferiority of the present 
‘regiments of the army of reserve arose out 
of arrangements which did H. R. H. the 
commander ig chief the highest honour and 


’ eredit. The fact was, that his Royal High- 


ness had selected out of the general aggre- 


_ gate of the men raised for the army of re- 
“serve about 22,000 men, to be incorporated 


with second battalions of old regiments. Of 
the men so selected, he wished the hon. of- 
ficer and the house at large to understand, 
that a finer body of men never was incorpo- 
rated with the regular army either of this 
or any other country in modern Europe. 
It ‘was true that there’ were 16 regiments of 
the army of reserve, the troops of which 
were of an inferior quality. But the whole 
number of such troops, according to the 
litest returns, was tot much above 6 000 
mén. It was to be considered also, that 
sucli inconveniences could not be avoided by 
any’ possible arrangement for the manage- 
ment of the recruiting service. He could 


- a 
~ 


our general situation which were hostile to | 
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state several instances of a similar deficiency 
he 


| under former administrations ; and while 


adverted to them, he meant no charge of 
criminal negligence." His only view in re: 
ferring to them was, to shew that the exist. 


_ ence of deficiencies was no proof ‘of want of 


vigilance, or activity ; during the laré war 
the nominal amount of regiments of the ling 
was 160, but the positive amount of our re. 
gular force did not exceed 94,000. In con- 
sequence of the existence of this deficiency, 
H. R. H.the commander in chiet determi- 
ned on a consolidation of the regiments par. 
tiedlarly deficient in their complement of 
numbers, The mode in which this arrange. 
ment was to be carried into effect. consisted in 
the consolidation of no less than 53 regiments, 
so that the whole nuniber of regiments 
was reduced to 106. What was the conse- 
quence of this consolidation ? ‘Out of the 
53 regiments consolidated, which ought to 
have amounted to 33,000 men, the whole 
efficient numbers were not greater than 
7,500 men, In stating these facts, he 


did not mean to blame the government, 


but only to shew that, if out of so great a 
proportion of regiments, the trash and dross 
bore so large a proportion, it was neither 
fair nor just to attach blame to ministers for 
their ‘conduct iu ‘the military supplies of the 
country. It would not be denied, that the 
augmentation of our disposable force was an 
object highly desirable. But he really had 
not lieard of any such plan, nor could he 
conceive the adoption of any plan at all con- 
sistent with the circumstances of a great, 
commercial, anc flourishing empire. The only 
plan which at all seemed tohim to come up 
to the idea of many of those gentlemen, who 
were most decided ‘in their opposition to 
ministers, would be a plan founded in the 
utter annihilation of the trade, of the wealth, 
of the industry ef the empire. These ob- 
servations he had thought it his duty to ad- 
duce generally, as to the objections advan- 
ced against the present establishinent of our 
military system. Adverting more particu: 
larly to the measure immediately before the 
house, he had to state, that many of the ob- 
jections against the acceptance of the offers 


; of the Itish militia regiments, and the aug- 
| mentation of that species of national force, 


proceeded on a cdinplete misapprehension, 
Tt was urged againstthe acceptance of these 
offers, that deliberative powers were incon- 
sistent with the establishment of a regular 
army. The general ‘trath of the position he 
did not mean ‘to deny, but he certainly felt 
it’ bis duty to controyert the application 
which had been attached to it.” It was true 
in the ‘theory of anarmy, that delibeyalive 
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"were. “The officers. and 


men were theoretically excluded. from the 


right either of acting, or thinking in their 


military capacity, beyond what the com- 


mander in chief thought proper to allow. In 


particular circumstances of practice, this. 
theory was never attempted to be carried 
into effect. He might instance many a case 


where this was the practice of the army, but, . 


one or two striking examples would be amply 


suficient for his argument, It was inthe 


moment of the most imminent danger, that 


the:'heoretical part of the ccnstitution of 


regular army was. necessarily suspended, 
When it was deterniined that.a particalar 
place'should be carried by storm, it. was 
theoretically above all. things necessary, that 
all deliberative powe:s in an army should 
cease, But this was the very crisis when, 
according. to the practice of all regular 
armies the power of, voluntary determina- 
tion, was allowed. The same thing took 
place as _to the body of the army to be em- 
ployed in the work: at a siege.—The hon, 
general proceeded to allude next to some ar- 


guments calculated to shew the deficiency of. 
our military establishment, in the West and . 


East-Iniies, As to the present. situation 


of mt. Do ningo, he took on himself to assert, | 
that the n:mber of British troops to be kept, 


up in the West-Indies, ought to be less than, 
at any former period. He could hardly con- 


ceive it possible to argue, that with relation, 


‘to other objects. in the West-Iodies, our 


force was at all inadequate to the accomplish-. , 


meot of every British purpose. The house 
were aware of the advantages gained in that 
quarter of the world since the commence 
ment of the war, and he wouid put it fairly 
tothe candour of any hoo. member, whe- 
ther advantages of so important a nature 
had ever been gained within the same period, 
An hon. baronet (Sir, J. Wrottesley) had 
taken notice of the capture of a small set- 


tlement ‘on the coast of Africa,..He was. 


willing to admit on the authority of; the 
hon. baronet, for he koew nothing of the 
matter from any other quarter, that such 


an advantage had been gained by the ene-). 
my ; but what did this at all prove as,to 


the general means of our defence both with 
respect to this country and our foreign pos- 
sessions ?- Nothing was more easy than to 


account for this partial advantage of the 
It arose solely from this plain cir-, 


enemy. 
cumstance, which was common in every war, 
that our settlements on the coast. of Africa 
were the least valuable of our possessions, 


and occupying the smallest. degree of atten-.. 
to fall into the. 


tion, were the most likely 


Hands of the enemy, however inconsiderable 


the force by which,they were attacked. 4 
He was.utterly at a loss to conceive on what. 
possible ground a charge: of the inspfficiency.., 
of our force in India could be. brought . 
ward. He needed not to.enlarge on the brile ; 
liant. and important, victories obtained by , 
the gallantry of our. forces. in that 
lof the world. . When, ,however, He stat 

‘what a small proportion of European troops. 
were engaged in these. services, the house . 
must see that the noble Jord. at the. head.of , 
our Eastern. dominions had taken no step , 
which could. at.all endanger their security. . 
He had to state, then, ., according to the, most... 
‘recent. accounts which had.. reached him, 
that in. all the brilliant engagements which , 
had taken place on.the,continent. of India, . 
not more than 5,000 out of 22.000. Euro~ 
pean troops io our pay had, in any instance, , 
been engaged. He, appealed.to the house,, 
whether there could be. a, more conelusive. . 
proof that any objection against. the state of. 
our military defence and state of preparation... 
in. India was totally unfounded... 


_Mr. For said, he didnot think it would 


have been necessary for, him to address the, 
house this day, but be thought it right to of- 
fer some observations in reply to the opinions - 
that had been expressed by his hoa. friend ~ 
(gea. Maitland) and by some. others, while. 
the impression.made by those opinions was, , 
still recent. And first, as to, what fell from an... 
hon. gent, near him Mr. Keene), and which 

had.been more invidious man- 
ner by the hon, bart. behind him (SirJ,.New-..; 
port), as to the resolutions of the lords. lieut,... 
and militia colonels. The;hon. bart. said that. 

those noble and respectable persons :should, 
have sacrificed their, convenience to the com-..; 
mon. defence... Was that the motive of the ; 
resolution? it. was impossible to believe it 5. 
and when the chief principal officers of the, 
militia were stated to be unworthy, to have... 
their horses and their hounds, he hoped that. 


such a motive for their conduct would, notbe . - 


considered to be.made out, Was it impossi-. 
ble. to find out a. constitutional. objection 2. ; 


When the resolution was adopted by men... 


whom he would not name; but whose con-;. 
nection with Jreland,, and, whose interest. in. . 
that country was. well, known, could it be, 
supposed that the resolution originated in any’. 
slackness with respect to. the defence of 
land, when, that should be. proper? It was 
not any attachment to horses or hounds, nor 
yet to convenience, not even a wish to spare. 
one drop of blood that might be necessary . 
to that defence which dictated the resolution, - 
It was a conviction that the interchange was 
contrary to the constitution of the militia, to. 
the spirit of the union, to the éxpress stipula- 
F2 
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lifia of each country’ resetved for’ that’ 


cauntty: If however, such an in‘erchange 
should’ it’ not have beet an- | 


was int hot hai n= 
ndunced to the house by a message from his 
Majesty, ‘aid not surreptiticasly, as was: at- 


tempted to be done in’ the present instance. | 


e how. gents. opposite supposed themselves 
ossessed of: great Clevérness in this sort of 


miatiavement, and therefore it was, that when 
of their tricks were chirged upon them,» 


they inet the chargé with exoltation, There’ 
gents who voted for the measure 


the ground of the reciprocity which ‘he 
cofidemned; but even they had reason to com: 
plain that the question was rot fairly broaght: 


forward, and ‘hose who were most in favour 


of the reciprocity, had rea on to be ashamed 
of the’ manner in which it was now submitted — 


to their sanction. would not bere go 


to the romantic scheme proposed by some | 
gents of bringing hé whole people of Ircland: 
to'this ‘country, to be better schooled and bet. 


tef taught." It was known that whenever 


always been its enemy, and nuw, when 


he’ heard of the benefits Ireland derived from | 
it, We was compelled to say, he knew of ‘no’ 
such "benefits, except it could’ be called a be- 


nefit got rid of its legislature. Whe~ 
ther that was, a benefit he not. 
of ‘the acts of that legisiature gave some ground 
to'say it was a benefit’ “He wou'd h wever 


‘say. that the anion had not bad its fair trial. 
Those who had brought about that measure, | 


had’aliowed that it’ would not be complete 


unless it’ were followed up by other messoures, 


noone of which had yet been carried into 
effect. He wished thata fair trial was given 


by the exectition of these’ measures, “though: 
he’conféssed he doubted whether even then 


ther- con'd be’a complete unioti of countries 
tod: distant for local‘convenience to permit a 
commufi'y’ of represéntation. 
upén it absolurely impossible that Ireland. 


should ever be represented in that 


house. With resp-ct to any general as imi- 


lation or improvement of manners, there had — 
yet béen ‘no stich effect ; and: therefore, when 

that was mentioned, he confessed he gave his’ 
tribute’ of ‘thanks to those gents. who had: 
the boldiiess and sincerity to state, that while 


the present govt. of Ireland lasted, it was im- 


p'ssiblé 16 expect ‘any such event: While- 
theré was Hancellor of: Irelarid; who told 
the people’of Ireland, that they could not be- 


good subjects while they continued faithful 
tothe religion they professed, and the ideas 


which they Lad of what they oWed tothe God - 


whom they adored ‘t was decidedly impossi- 


ble that country” could be governed by any. 


the measure of the union ‘was discussed, he 
h 


Some 


He looked ' 
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tious of the treaty of union by which the mi- 


other means than by force, and as it was go. 

verned now, by martial law, ‘ and by stispen.: 
sion of the habeas’ curpus act —His hon. 
friend who had just sat down, found an in. 

consistency in the hon. officer's (col. Crau- 

furd) preferring fencibles to militia, when 

both were to consist of ‘the samé men. It) 
was owned both were to consist of the same 
men, but these men were to be used in a 

very different manner. The Irish militia’ 
would constitutionally be confined to Ireland, 

but fencibles could be brought here. Butit 

was then urged, that when the Irish militia’ 
were brought here, they might be picked, cajo- 
led, and sent out on general service. What 

did terms signify ; it was said, the object most 
desirable may be obtained, though under. 
other names; that it was the cheapest (a 

point on which there was much stress) and 

best way to have the men first militia, then 

fencibles, and in the end regulars. To say to 

asetof men, will you or will you not volun- 

teer? whien it was previously understood that 
their officers had volunteered, was placing 
them in‘ so delicate a situation, that it was 
evident ‘there was an obvious indelicacy in 

mentioning the name of an officer who had 
reftised ‘to volunteer. An allusion had been 
made to the volunteering to storm a fort, 
The case to be sure, was very similar. It 
was submitted in that case to a set of men, 
every one of whom there was a right to com- 
mand,. who would offer himself for a service 
of danger which requited only a few. The 
men were in that instance taken by the point 
of honour, when then the men of this or that 
particular regiment were invited to offer 
themselves to the danger and the glory. This 
to be sure, was very like the case of putting 
it to he Irish militia, whether they were wile 
ling to take the danger of coming to England, 
He hoped that there was no greater danger in 
coming to England than in remaining in Ire- 
land. He wished that any one would give a 
good reason for the measure. One point in 
the most brilliant*part of the most brilliant 
speech ‘made last night on the other side of 
the house( Mr. Canning’s), he looked upon as 


a complete answer to al] that had been said of. 


this measure liberating so much disposable 


force. The foundatiori'of the argument in, 


that speech was not, that in every moment, or 


in all citeumstances, it was a proper time to, 
increase the disposabte force ; but that whea. 
this disposable force was not in due propor- 


tion, that disproportion ought not to be ree 
medied by adding to that description of force 


of which we had already too much, instead. 


of that which was better, and in which we 
were more deficient. His hon. friend (gem. 
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‘ate battles? 


mencement of any former war, so much had 
been taken from the enemy ? He would state 
what he looked upon as a most unfortunate 
year, and he believed many gents. would 
agree with him, the first year of the American 
war, when this country took measures, of 
which what it suffered now was part of the 
consequenees. In the first year of the Dutch 
war, in 1760, we had gained more than in 
the most brilliant war of former times, because 
we attack-d where our opponents were weak- 
est, and took St Fustatia, Demerary, and other 
places in the West-Indies. But what were 
the consequences of these captures, and the 
peace to which they led was well known. 
Then, as to India, his hon. friend (gen. Mait- 
Jand) was so enraptured with the splendor of 
the victories, and splendid he allowed 
they were, that he did not hear the whole 
of the. hon, baronet’s argument, or did 
not give himself time to understand its 
force, With regard to the advantage we 
might derive from the destruction of the 
Mabraita power, he was not prepared to 
give any opinion; all he would say at pre- 
sent was, that he must hear more on the 


subject beiore he could believe that it was 


likely to be of any advantage at all. His 
hon. friend was surprised at the hon, baro- 
net’s adverting to India, and could not con- 
ceive the object of that allusion. He un- 
derstood the hon. baronet to have adverted 
to India for this purpose, whether he was 
right, it was for the hon, baronet to dgter- 
mine. He understood the hon. barohet’s 
object to be, to shew whether our forces 
were adequate in every quarter. Had we 
forces enough here, had we enough in the 
West-Indies, in Goree, in the East-Indies? 
Why did the hon. baronet ask, these 
questions? Because, if there was a defi- 
ciency any where abroad, adraught would 
be made on us at home, to supply it. Was 
it a sufficient answer to this to state that 
there were 20,000 Europeans in India, and 
that only s000 had been engaged in the 
But if these of this soco 
who fell were to be replaced; but if the 

ar was to be continued, and an extraor- 
dinary drain was to be made on this coun- 
try, where it had. already produced the 
most. pernicious effects, the force of this 
country must be diminished to supply this 


drain, and the West-Indies and our other 


possessions were reciprocally subject to the 
argument. He looked upon the measure 
now before the house as generally uncon- 


_ stitutional, and as a direct violation of the 
-articles of union, 


It was said that the con- 


stitutional principle should yield not only. 
to_necessity, but to sirong motives of poli- 
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It remained, in this instance, to shew 
the policy, He knew of no policy in it, 
unless it were policy to add to the militia, 
It was a whimsical way to separate the two 
measures and the order in. which they were 
put was still more whimsical. Why. was 
not the first thing done to raise a force to 
supply the vacancy? Because the hon, 
gentlemen were great lovers of pretences ; 
and if that was done, they would want a 
pretence for giving this. power to his: Ma- 
jesty, while they said his Majesty was, not 
to use it.— Ought, not the substitutes to be 
provided before those whom they were tore- 
place were removed ?—Now it was to be 
shewn what was the policy of the measure. 
No man would say that 10,000 men wereto | 
be taken trom Ireland without providing sube 
stitutes; let the hon. gentlemen waittill the . 
substitutes were provided, and then let his 
Majesty be enabled to accept the offers. 
Supposing the force for the invasion of Ire- 
land to be discomfited,, and this. country. to 
be thus in a state of comparatively greater 
danger, he allowed there must bea. strong 
ground of policy in the measure, though 
even then there would be a constitutional 
objection. He had respect for the charat: 
ter and opinions of the officers of the mili- 
tia, and he was_ not surprised that, at, the 
present moment, at least, they had a con- 
stitutional objection, It was said. there 
were 30,000 regulars in Ireland. If Ire-. 
land was in a condition to spare.a part of, 
them, and it were wanted here, let it be: 
brought over, but he saw-no reason for 


| curring to a legislative measure to provide, 


for a case not likely to.occur,, when there: 
was a better remedy completely open, If 
this measure was resorted ‘to for the pur-| 
pose of laying a foundation: by hypotheses» 
for a measure which might: possibly please 
the hon, baronet, behind him (Sir J. Nowe. 
port) and some others, though it would not: 
please him, at least let it be fairly put to: 
the house, let it not be put as a new ques-. 
‘ion; it was one already considered, and» 
the articles of union spoke on. it precisely. 
If the union was complete, a. community: 
of militia would certainly be proper. The: 


difficulties of .the empire. might have ins. 
creased so as to render it necessary now ; 
if so, let it be fairly. proposed, though cer-) 
tainly the fairest time for proposing it would: 


have been at the union... If it was. neces: 
sary, let it be brought under consideration: 

with a. full attendance of Irish members 3) 
let there be a call of the house, if that. 
tendance could not be obtained. otherwise. 
He, perhaps, should not be much in: 
favour of the measure; but he would ad-. 
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mit it was a great measure, and deserving 
a full and fair consideration. There was 
reason to believe, that some inducement 
_ bad been held out for making the offers ; 
and what added to the suspicion was, that 
some had been made 3 months back, some 
4 months, and some even so long since as 8 
months, It appeared, that ministers con- 
sidered they had been a long time.doing 
nothing, and therefore, they echt for- 
ward these three bills together, to have the 
appearance of doing something —Of the 
suspension of the army of reserve bill, he 
would say nothing, as it. was not now be- 
fore the house, except that it came plea- 
sently recommended. For when an admi- 
nistration came forward to recommend the 
repeal of its own act, there could be no 
doubt of the propriety of that repeal. Be- 
fore they entered into the war, ministers 
_ should “have considered the means of put- 
ting an end to'it. It was certainly a satis- 
factory thing to be able to defend ourselves, 
but that was not sufficient. Thehon. baro- 
net’over the way (Sir W. Erskine), asked, 
why did not the gentlemen on this side pro- 


better calculated to this end? 


e hon. baronet had not long been a | 


member of that house, but did he ever hear 
of such a thing, or did he think that any 
plans could be offered in that manner? 
Certainly no plans could originate with him 
(Mr. Fox); but it was not natural to ex- 
pect'that'any would be brought forward by 
any man except those who would be con- 
' cerned in the execution of them. The diffi- 
culties in the way of increasing the army 
were said tobe great in the present moment. 
We hadentered into war for a causethat de- 
barred us from all hope of the co-operation 
of Europe. “When therefore ministers 
spoke of the difficulties of the country, it 
' should be recollected that they were diffi- 
culties which they foresaw, and into which 
they brought the country without preparing 
any means to deliver it trom them. It was 
certainly very curious, that in stating these 
difficulties, they should defy others to pro- 
duce the means of overcoming them, that 
they should seem to triumph in them, and 
say, * let you devise a remedy if you can.” 
What a situation had they brought the 


country into, when the wisest man in the | 
' that these measures were sanctioned by the 


house, could not devise the means of ex- 
tricating it! The hon. gentlemen eit 
angry when they were charged with want 
of energy. ‘This was certainly, in one 
‘sense, without foundation. They had 
plenty of energy todo mischief. He was 
not oné of those who arraigned them of 


want of abilities; but he observed they | 


martia 


were very sore upon such charges. Their 
situation appeared to him to resemble that 
of Grildrig, at the Court of Brobdignag 
who, finding himself sore from the sensible’ 
want of the powers possessed by those 


| about him, and wishing to make it appear’ 


that he possessed sonie powers, set about 
vaunting of his powers to do mischief? “T 
assure you,” said he to the King, “ that in. 
our own country we possess the means of 
destroying whole cities, and wasting and 
depopulating whole kingdoms.” Then,” 
said the King, “if lam to believe what! 
thou sayest of thyself, assuredly Grildrig, 
thou art the most mischievous little animal. 
on the face of the earth.” ? 
Mr. W. Keene explained, as did Sir J. New-. 
port, both of whom professed the highest re-. 
spect for the individuals of whom the meet- 
ing alluded to by the hon. member consisted. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sir ; 1 
shall not detain the house at any length, 
for although the hon. gent. opposite to me 
has entered into a great variety of discus- 
sions, yet he ha: scarcely touched upon the’ 
question immiediately before the house, 
wiih the exception of that part of his speech, 
which went to shew that we were not tak-. 
ing measures to increase that part of our 
force which is most wanted. But let me 
ask the hon. gent., was not the proposition 


_ accompanied by one to increase the regular. 


force by an addition of 18,000 men. The 
Unign, we have been told, has been at- 


_ tended with no one good effect but that of 
destroying the legisiature of Ireland, and 


the hon. gent, says, that it has produced no. 
practical benefit. I am confident I am, 
speaking the sentiments of those most com-. 
petent to form an opinion in this respect, 
when I say, that the state of Ireland has. 
been most materially improved by the 
Union ; and in point of fact, it is histori- 
cally true, that since the junction of the 


representatives of Great Britain and Ire- 


land, the great body of peopte of Ireland 
have shewn more attachment to the common 
cause, and evinced more loyalty than be- 
fore. [Here Mr. Fox exclaimed, “ yes, 


martial law, and the suspension of the Ha- 


beas yk Act!""] The hon. gent. says, 
law, and the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act,” but he should also add, 


house ; and I will freely say, that they were 
caused more by the peculiar circumstances 
of the moment, than by any want,of 
tachment and loyalty in the great mass of 
the people of Ireland. It has been said, 
that every principle of the constitution re- 
quires that the measure should pot be resort=’. 
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to, excepting under circumstances of: 

e most pressing necessity, I readily admit 
this position, but hon. gents, will recollect, 
- jt is not a mere novelty, an absolute innova- 
{ion unexampled in the history of the two 
countries. Two instances may be adduced, 
when both the parliament of England and 
of Ireland acceded to it. This necessity 
was considered sufficient in the year 1799, 
even when an honourable termination of a 
long war was considered in prospect, anda 
bill was passed, empowering his Majesty 
fo appoint the regiments of Irish militia to 
serve in this country. The hon, gent. says 
also, there exists no maxim of policy upon 
which the expedient can be justified, and 
that it is an indispensable consequence of 
resorting to it, that the defence of Ireland 
will be weakened by it. It is not a part of 
the measure that the defence of ireland 
should be debilitated, but it might be the 
result, under peculiar circumstances. Such, 
however, is by no means the intention of 
his Majesty’s servants; and I contend that 
the present measure, combined with what 
was proposed last night, may effectually 
conduce to the security of both countries, 
for such an expedient would enable his Ma- 
jesty to replace those who, by this expe- 
dient, were drawn from their homes to pro- 
tect another portion of the Kingdom, On 
this reasoning I contend that the proposal is 
founded on the most obvious ground of state 
policy ; but the true motive was very cor- 
rectly stated by my right hon. friend last 
night, when he said, this resource would 
set at liberty a certain portion of the regu- 
lar troops, which would be ready, on the 
spur of the moment, to be destined to any 
service the exigencies of the state might re- 
commend. What has been the uniform 
subject of complaint, from the benches on 
the other side, but that, since the com- 
mencement of hostility, we have never suf- 
ficiently provided for the internal security, 
and that we have wholly neglected the 
means of increasing the disposable force ; 
yet most unfortunate it is, that whatever 
plans are suggested for those, purposes, 
they have to encounter opposition from the 
same quarter. Such was the case when the 
bills for the army of reserve, for the na- 
tional defence, and for the volunteer sys- 
tem, were produced. Whatever may be 
the sentiments of others, it is the firm per- 
suasion of his Majesty’s servants, that, the 
effect of this measure will be to provide, 
with economy and expedition, an accession 
of force to the extent of 10,000 men, by 
which a large proportion of the regular 
force will be at the dispoes of his Majesty, 
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to act in any direction; and that it would 
be an act of the most egregious impolicy to 
neglect so favourable an opporrunity of, en- 
larging the sphere of our military opera 
tions. The hon, gent. confidently stated, 
that nothing had been done by his Majesty’s 
ministers to promote a cessation of hostili- 


ties, and he in consequence charged the 


continuation of the war on those who had 
committed this neglect. I do not, Sir, think’ 
it proper at this time to controvert this as- 
sertion, because the verdict of the people 
has been pronounced, and ministers have 
been acquirted of the charge, They have 
shewn they consider the present war as 
one of indispensable necessity ; they have not 
thought the forbearance of his Majesty's mi- 
nisters, before the commencement of hostie 
lities, had any other object than the preser- 
vation of tranquillity, and they have vindi- 
cated the subsequent proceeding by the 
universal zeal and animation which prevails 
for the prosecution of the war.. If the opi- 
nion of the people of England were to be 
determined by poll on this great question, 
and the hon. gent. with all the weight of his 
authority, and with all the charins of his 
eloquence, were to canvass the country, he 
would find himself, if not single and un- 
supported, at least conutenanced by one of 
the smallest minorities to which the national 
interests could be submitted, What! has 
nothing been done to bring the war toa 
conclusion ? The designs of France have 
been made known, not only by the most 
explicit avowal, but by those acts which ren- 
der deception impossible. These designs are 
the total subversion of the govt. of this na- 
tion. What. in this predicament, were the 
most effectual means to terminate the war ? 
It was by shewing the enemy his views must 
be disappoited ; by providing those power- 
ful and extensive means of public defence, 
to convince him that any attempt to carry 
his mighty project into execution, would in- 
volve him in confusion and disgrace; to 
place him io a situation, that whether he 
pursue or abandon his schemes of aggran- 
disement by the attack on this Jand, he could 
not escape the mortification which must ever 
attend disappointed ambition. ‘Lhese, Sir, 
were uot the only means to which his Ma- 
jesty’s servants had recourse. I may fairly 
assert, that the first year of no prec ding 
war has been distinguished by such a s ries 
of important successes as we have wiinesnd 
in that short period on the present occasion, 
But they contend these are blood:ess. wi- 
umphs, and they would estimate the yalue 
of these triumphs by the quantity of British 
blood that has, stained the. field of victory. 
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I should ‘be happy indeed, if this were cor- 
rectly stated ; it would shew that ministers 
anticipated the dangers to which our gallant 
armies would be exposed, and by the pronspti- 
tude of their measures prevented the néces- 
sity of the sacrifice of the most valuable lives 
in the state. I have no hesitation in de- 
claring, that this was in some instances the 
fact, but [mention it not as a source of 
grief, but of satisfaction. During the ne- 
gociation on the eve of the war, orders were 
sent out to the commanders in the West- 
Indies to take measures to proceed against 
the enemy. Do gentlemen intend to deny 
this? Yes, they had orders, not only to act 
on the earliest’: notice, but to intercept all 
supplies that were proceeding to the territory 
of the enemy. To this precaution we were 
indebted for the islands of St. Lucia and 
Tobago. Yet the hon. baronet has thought 
it correct to say, that no event had hap- 
pened in the course of this new war which 
redounded to the glory of the British asms. 
Hf any thing were deficient, that has been 
supplied by that pubic spirit which has so 
amply provided for the internal defence. Was 
there no energy displayed in the contest for 
St. Lucia? and are we to object from our 
observation the recent victoriesin the Eastern 
world, under those able and gallant leaders 
Generals Wellesley and Lake, who have 
made British courage revered and dreaded, 
. in the remotest regions of the earth? Far 
be it from me to arrogate to ministers the 
glory of these expeditions ; let the laurel 
decorate the brows of these brave warriors, 
and ever flourish fresh and green around 
their temples ; but let it not be said that no 
triumphs have been obtained, that no honours 
have rewarded British valour. The obstruc« 


tions we have had to surmount have been 


- accurately detailed by my right hon. friend 
near me. I will not weaken by repetition 
what he has so strongly enforced. We have 
had the greatest military empire to oppose 
recorded in the annals of mankind, and we 
were forced to increase our regular force, 
in order to be enabled to contend with it, 
We did so to the utmost extent the popula- 
tion and circumstances of the state admitted. 
This was not sufficient, it was not yet expe- 
dient to avail ourselves of the military spirit 
of the people, Such a resource has not been 
neglected, and T boldly affirm that we have 
a greater number of soldiers at this time than 
France, or any other country of the world. 
I state this without fear of contradiction, for 
I know its truth; But let not gentlemen, 
imagine, that whatever may be my respect 


for the volunteers, I deem them equal to - 


those veterans who have encountered the 


dangers and fatigues of a military duty in 4 
protracted war. | admit it was a part of the 
policy of the late govt. to augment the in. 


{ternal disposable force ; I admit the volun. 


tary zeal of the people has essentially cons 
tributed to this grand object, and all the 
credit I presume to claim is, for having dj- 
rected this powerful torrent of patriotism 
into its proper channel, so that instead of 
producing confusion, it has materially pro- 
moted the public advantage. A few facts 
will support the positions I have assumed, 
The effective force, including the militia in 
Great-Britain and Ireland, is 164,000 men ; 
the volunteers compose a body of 400,000, 
all of whom are armed with firelocks, ex. 
cepting about 15,000 or 20,000 men. Thus 


‘there are 580,000 ready for the defence of © 
Let any candid man say, 
if it were probable a superior force could be 


the two islands. 


collected, whether the regula: or irregular 
armies be considered, | rejoice that parlia« 
ment, on this weighty point, coincided with 
the opinion of the friend with whom I have 
acted; I recollect with the warmest pleasure, 


that by the prudent measure of preserving | 


double or treble the ordinary peace estab. 
lishment, those means were taken which 
were most conducive to the natio: al secu- 


rity under the event of war: the result has _ 


fully justified the system of policy adopted, 
and we hate now to congratulate the coun 


try on its success, An hon. ollicer had 


ted the cavalry at 10,000. I have the satis- 
faction to assure him, that on the Ist of Feb, 
last- the nomber in Great-Britain and Ire- 
land was 17,000. If I advert to’ former 
measures, it is not with a view to any in- 


Vidious comparisons, but to shew how in- 


effectual very often are the most prudent 
schemes, and the most diligent exertions 
when difficulties interpose. It wi!l be re- 
collected some time since three schemes 
were resorted to for augmenting the public 
force ; Ist, the provisional cavalry; this 
attempt was so far unsuccessful that it 


did not produce one-twelfth of the number 


calculated : 2d, the increase of the militia 
at the same period equally disappointed the 
wishes of the right honourable gentleman, 
This we have been enabled tocarry toa very. 
great extent. ‘The third was not attempted 
during his administration, 1 mean tue ex- 


pedieut of bartering rank for recruits, 


his endeavour out of 47 ba'talions, only 
7500 men could be obtained ; and had it not 
been for the sagacious policy of his Royal 
Highness at the head of the army, an enor- 
mous charge would have been perpetrated 
for this unproductive establishment. Such 


have been the measures adopted, and such 


j 
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has been the event. It is not surely unrea- 
sonable to. expect that those who brought 
forward measures thus abortive and nugato- 

, should make some allowance for the 
extraordi sary difficulues with which we have 
had to contend, especially when they learn 
that the military force now existing is with- 
jn 14,000 men of its number, as it stood at 
the highest estimate during the last war. 
You have drawn for the army and navy du- 
ring these recent exertions 200,000 men, and 


if you will compare the amount of the regu-" 


lar arniy this year, with its state io the late 
war, you will find a difference of 40,000 in- 
dividuals in favour of the present activity, 


and chiefly owing to the plan of the army of | 


reserve, so often reprobated in this house. 
The measure now under consideration, has 
for its object to increase the disposable force. 
Ido not pretend it is wholly free from objec- 


tion, but I aver it is the best,.that, under the | 


existing circumstances, can be devised. Con- 
curring therefore, with the. rest of his Ma- 
jesty’s servants, I give my most cordial con- 
currence with the measure. si sit 

Mr. Fox rose to explain, not what he had 
said this night, but what he ;had been repre- 
seated by the right hon, gent. to bave said 
about a year and a half ago. His observa- 
tions on that occasion had been founded on 
the prospect of the continuance of the peace, 
and, if he had not been over-reached by the 
statements. of the right hon, gent. to that 
effect, he certainly should have pursued a 
different course on the occasion. 

Mr. Francis.—I rise, Sir, for the single 
purpose of not suffering to pass without no- 
tice a declaration made by his Majesty's 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, the mast ex- | 


traordinary, the most unadvised on his part, 
considering his station and authority in this 
house, and the least applicable to the subject 
indebate, that I ever was witness to in the 
many years in which I have sat in parliament. 
The general question between him and those 
who differ from him this night, is, 1st, whe- 
ther the measuces of govt. in preparing for a 
war with France which they ought to have 
foreseen, were such as intitled them toexpect 
success, in the prosecution of it; and then, 
whether the plan, the direction, and the ope- 
tations of the war have. been such: as, by 
thewing that we possessed the force and the 
means of attacking the enemy with success, 
might raise our military reputation to a level 
with the efforts made by the country to fur- 
tih ministers with a power sufficient for any 
thterprize, and thereby acceleraie the termi- 
tation of the war by a safe and honourable 
peace ?. On these questions, the right hon. 


the afirmative, Butchow does. 


Vor, II. 


What connexion is there, between 
events and the present war in Europe? Can ~ 


he prove it? Why; Sir, when he ought to ° 
tell us in what manner he has prepared to’at-"” 


tack France, how he proposes to conduct the 


war in Europe, what rational prospect he has’ ‘ 


of reducing a most formidable enemy, 


threatens us with a contest for our existence, 


to reasonable terms, or of bringing the war | 


to an early and a safe conclusion ; :nstead of 
answering these obvious questions, he carries 


us to the other side of thé globe, that is, as ° 
far as he con trom the home question, and ' 
assures.us that, by ihe lates advices trom India 
many brilliant and splendid victories have ° 


been abtained over the Mahrattas. Be it so, 


those 


+ 


any thing be conceived more extravagant and © 


absurd than, when the question is, by what 


means you can attack or repel the ‘most for= 
midable military power’ thatever existed in 
Europe, to avswer it by saying that a British 
army has completely «defeated an India army ~ 
in the neighbourhood of Delhi? ‘Bat perhaps’ 
the right hon, gent. has some personal share “ 
in these transactions, ‘and a right to some part 
of the merit and the hotiour of the succéss: 
Then he must have givem the orders which 


produced the war. 
against the Mahrattas must have originated in 


In ‘that case the war 


England. No such thing. He knows literally * 
nothing of :t, but what he has been able to pick: * 
up from a few straggling gazettes, printed at __ 
Madras, and copied from others printéd 


Calcutta, which by mere accident have found’ 


their way to England, and a letter from’ * 
Bombay. From the fountain head he has 


_ heard nothing. From lord Wellesley, whose 


conduct he extols, he never has received a 


single line of information on the subject.’ I 
have said that such declarations, without 
knowledge, particularly in a person in his sta- 


tion, are very unadvised, and liable to se- — 


rious objections. While the. very question 
of the wisdom, the policy, the right and the 


justice of this war is depending, about all” 
which his Majesty’s ministers are just as much 


a, 


in the dark as I am; while parliament is wait- © 
ing with anxiety for the very materials, by ~ 


which alone their judgment on the whole me- — 


rits of the war can be determined, and-when - 


perhaps this house, upon receiving that com-" 


pleat information, if ever it should eome, 


which we ought to have received long ago, ~ 
may be obliged to condemn the whole trais-. 
acuon, the right hon. gent. invades and pre- - 
judges that question, which ought to have 


been left untouched, as | have always most — 
y 


To that examination; sooner or later, 


it mnst be submitted. 
G 


| studiously and cautiously: left it, and open to | 
the tree and: unbiassed examination of parlia- 
j,ments 
cut ibe right hualy’ 


gent,, if) understand him right, professes to. 
expect that, these successes in India will have 


some fayourable effect vpon our military or’ 


political operations in Europe, and possibly 
contribute. to accelerate the termination of 
the. war. If, he does mot think so, -his men- 
tion of..those, events is nothing to the present 
purpose, Now, sir, I anmof opinion that, if 
they have. any, effect at all, which 1 very 
much doubt, it. will be to our disadvantage, I 
mean aso war and peace in Europe; because 


it will Buonaparte with an argument, 


which, the neutral powers in all appearance 
will, be ready enongh to listen to. They have 


hitherto shewn no sign of a disposition to’ 


take. part with us against France, or even to 
assist us with their mediation, But when we 
» ourselves tell them, in a triumphant’ tone, 
that. our armies have obtained. victories: in 
India, from which, we expect to become. mas- 
ters. of that empire, what will they conclude, 
bot that the English are governed by the 
sande spirit of insatiable avarice and ambition 
with. which we reproach Buonaparté; that 
they have no interest,in our quarrel bat to see 
it continued ; and that the rest of the world 


has no chance of peace, of happiness, or of | 


safety, but in the weakness to which the dan- 
gerous power. both of France and England 
may finally be reduced by the continuance of 
the present war? ' 
Chancellor of ihe Exchequer explained. 
He only had alluded to the late affairs in 
India as splendid military exploits, and had 
not made any such, deductions from them 
us the hon. member supposed. 
Dr, Laurence entered into a review of the 
arguments, of, the right hon. gent. opposite, 
and of the conduct of bis Majesty's minis- 
ters, both before and since the commence- 
ment of hostilities, He vindicated the par- 
liamentary conduct of his right hon. friend 
(Mx. Windham), and insisted that the wis- 
dom of his observations was fully established 
by the conduct of his Majesty’s ministers in 
adopting them, though they were not dis- 
posed to acknowledge the obligation at the 
same time that they took the benefit of them. 
The learned gentleman contended, that the 


militia of jreland were sworn particularly 


tor the defence of that country, and could 
not, without a violation of faith, be brought 
from it.—He then adverted to. the capture 
of the French islands, insisting that there 
had been no display of gallantry on the occa- 
sion, except in the trifling operation at St. 
Lucia, because there had been no force there 
capable of resistance. ~ The learned gent. 


then adverted to the inutility of such con-— 


quests, which would be given up at thecon- 
clusion of a peace, as had been done in'the 
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case of Demerara, Essequibo, &c. after many 
millions of English capital should be exe 
pended in improving tiem. In taking this 
view of the case, the hon. and learned gent, 
was proceeding to comment on some observa. 
tions that had fallen on a former occasion 
from an hon. general (Maitland), 
respecting the policy of taking possession 
of the enemy’s colonial territories at the 
commencement of a war, though it should 
be only to keep possession of them pending 
hostilities, when he was called to order by ~ 

General Maitland, who appealed to the 
candour and feelings of the House, whether 
it was regular to advert to what had fallen 
from a member on a former occasion, when 
that member would be, by the forms of ‘the: 


House, precluded from replying ? 


Dr. Laurence continued, and insisted that. 
no benefit was to be derived from the posses. 
sions of the islands, if after much British 
capital should be expended on them they 
were to be given up inthe end. The learned’ 
gent. observed, upon the. different constitu. 
tions of the militia force of Ireland and of 
Great-Britain, and concluded by justifying 
the resolutions to which the hon, baronet 
(Sir J. Newport) had alluded, and assuring 
the hon. member that any hopes of recipro- 


"cal service which he might have conceived: 
from the last resolution, were not well 


founded. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in ex- 
planation, stated, that provisional orders had 
been send out.to the West Indies in the early 
part of March, founded on information that 


the enemy meant to reinforce one or two, 
islands, to prevent the landing of troops in 


those islands, and that the orders for the ac- 
tual commencement of hostilities had been 
sent out on the 16th of May, the day of his 
Majesty's message, communicating the re- 
sult of the negociation. 


Mr, Serjeant Best justified the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer, in the reasoning he had 
applied to the successes in the West Indies; 


‘and he attributed these to the vigour and 
promptitude with which ministers had acted 


at the commencement of the negociation 
which terminated in hostility. Honourable 
gentlemen had doubted the promptitude de- 
clared, but this uncertainty arose from a mise 
understanding. There were two descriptions 
of papers, the one containing directions to 


the public officers before the war, the other 


on the event taking place, and he clearly un- 
derstood it was principally in the former that 
this vigour and precaution had been evin- 
ced. It had been said, that the time when 


this measure is brought forward is unseason- . 
able. Honourable gentlemen seem to for. 
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get it is not intended to fix any particular 

riod, but to léave it at the discretion of his 

Majesty when he shall deem it expedient to 

avail ‘himself of the offer of the Irish sol- 
diery.—The militia, under its present insti- 

tution, was raised to defend not particular 
counties, but any portion of the kingdom : 

and when Ireland, by the Union, became a 

part of the British Empire, the measure pro- 

posed seemed a natural and necessary regu- 

Jation. What was referable to the Irish mi- 

litia was equally so to the militia in the other 

part of the United Kingdom,. and ‘it might 
be prudent to resort to some method to ren- 
der the services of the national militia capa- 
ble of being resorted to in every part of these 
national domains. It was meeting the ardor 
of the Irish people with frigidity the most 
fepulsive, to enter into long debates on the 
propriety of accepting the loyal offer of 
their protection. On this account he should 
not detain the House with further explana- 

tions, but would give his hearty support to a 
| Measure so immediately calculated to increase 
the security of the country. 

‘Mr. Johnstone denied that the war was 
approved of by the country at large. The 
Unanimity that prevailed arose from very dif- 
ferent circumstances. The moment the war 
was declared, we were threatened with in- 
vasion, which united the whole country in- 
dependently of any consideration of the ne- 
tessity or expediency of the war. It was 
awar, he maintained, that could end only 
jn a peace such as was made at Amiens. 

uld any acquisitions, he asked, we had 
‘made in the West-Indies, contribute in the 
smallest degree to force the French to a 
peace? The gentlemen on the opposite 
bench, however, had taken merit to them- 
selves for sending orders to the West-Indies, 
by which we had gained some distant and 
temporary advantages there. But if this was 
so much calculated to do them credit, why 
‘did they not issue similar orders to the East- 
Indies, and thus prevent the expedition of 
Admiral Linojis, which certainly would have 
been of much more importance to this 
country? The hon, gent. concluded by 
giving his negative to the Speaker's leaving 
the chair. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke, in explanation, de- 
nied «that he entertained any contempt for 
the enemy. He had intended only to put 
the case, that if little more than 300 men, 
as had happened lately in India, had defeated 
so many thousands, what might we not ex- 
pect from British valour at home ? 

The Hon. Mr, Kinnaird rose to take no- 
tice of what had fallen from an hon, mem- 


bér who had said, that if we gained no glory 


ple. 


\ 
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in the war we should shame the French, . 
He did not exactly understand this princi- 
His object, in this war, was to bring 
it to a speedy and effectual termination ; not 
to remain in a miserable state of siege, and 
be daily putting new fetters on our exertions. 
This measure was to be accompanied with 
another, to increase the army by 18,000 
men. But how? To be raised here, and . 
in Ireland; and yet by this measure mini- 
sters set up a new competition in the raising 
this new militia. 
Colonel Vereker thought it unfair to take 
away the Iri-h militia for English service, 
and then oblige Ireland to raise so many 
more to make up the deficiency, the ex- 
pense of them being defrayed by the bounties 
paid by the counties in Ircland, might thus - 
be amazingly increased. ty 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that it was the intention of govt. to intro- 
duce a clause to charge the expenses of the 
bovaty on the United Kingdom. 
Colonel Vereker adverted then to the ob- 
servations that had been made with respect 
to the beneficial effects of the Union in 
Ireland. Since that measure had passed, 
a special commission had been sent down to 
the county of Limerick, and many people 
had been hanged there ; a special commis- 
sion had been sent to Tipperary ; a rebellion 
had broke out in thecapital of the kingdom, 
where a special commission had also been issu- 
ed ; since that measare had passed, martial faw 
had been established, and the habeas corpus 
act suspended ; and if these were arguments 
of the good effects of the union, they sur 
passed his comprehension. (Here there was 
a general cry of question! question !) z 
The Hon. C. H. Hutchinson expressed his 
satisfaction at the resolutions of the lords 
lieutenants, &c. on the subject of the mi- 
litia, as they did not go to preclude an 
new system of arrangement. He shouk 
support the bill, because he wished to sup- 
port the executive power at the present mo- 
ment. He hoped fora bill to allow the in- 
terchange of the militia of countries. 
In England, from the palace to the cottage, - 
there was a greater ignorance of the true 
state of Ireland, than of anv other country 
with which we professed to be acquainted, 
upon the face of the globe. He hoped to 
see the English gentry and persons of other 
classes. mixing with the people of Ireland, 
and then they would return here advocates 
for the cause of Ireland, so that no ministers 
would be able -to resist the voice of truth. 
English members would then be induced to 
pay more at‘etition to Irish questions than a 
preseut they are able to do, from .gnorance 
G 2 
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of the state of the country. He allowed 


' this measure to be founded on-a violation of 


the militia principle, but he took into con- 
sideration the attendant circumstances. Mi- 
nisters had, however, much depressed his 
feelings, when they appeared desirous of 
withdrawing from the original grounds on 
which, they supported the measure. Here 
rat a bill. to bring over 10,000 men from 
Ireland, but he was astonished to hear that 
they had no idea of an interchange... They 
would then take away the country gentle- 
men of Ireland, and make no kind of re- 
turn for it. He was sorry to see the great 
object thus: weakened, But let it not be 
thought that Ireland, because she exhibits 
this instance of her patriotism, is really sa- 
tisfied with what has been done since the 
union. The Irish thought they had the au- 
thority. of the. King, by his royal message 
originating the union, and indeed that of 
patliament too, for expecting some further 
measures, After the solemn pledges they 
had received, he would ask what had been 
done for them? But while the Irish felt and 
expressed their dissatisfaction, they would 
stand by England to the last. They would 


_ never submit to a foreign force, or yield to 


the haughty despot now. hovering on our 
coasts. They would die with England if 
necessary, or share her laurels, But let not 
this be confounded with an idea of their 
being satisfied with their condition. 
_ Lord De Blaquiere observed, that the 
question was not now, whether Jreland was 
an-aggrieved country, disturbed it certainly 
was, but whether the militia proposed to be 
brought to this country thence, ought to be 
replaced? . bie had voted for the measure 
esterday, but should oppose the present. 
The militia was a species of force least want- 
ed; and as the men were to be raised by 
a bounty, he thought the suggestion of se- 
veral law gentlemen, that their services 


, 01 ht to be taken, under a new covenant, 
- and to a greatcr extent ought to be acted 


upon. 


Mr. Alexander replied to some of the ob- | 


servations of the hon. colonel who spoke last 
but one, and censured the impropriety of 
adverting in irritating language to the union. 
He afterwards dwei!t on the conduct of two 
other right hon, gentlemen (Mr. Fox and 

r, Windham), and their strange connexion 
in opposition to his Majesty’s ministers. He 
heard continual outcries of the incapacity 0; 
ministers; but those gentlemen’s wisdom 
seemed to consist in a perfect change, = 
their integrity in a mutual forgiveness, ac- 
sprnpanic’ by a confession of having been in 
AAs tp .what, bad been 


said. about the union, gentlemen who 5 
ported. it had feelings ot honour as high ag 
any others, and nothing but disunion contd 
be the consequence to the country, -whose 
cause we ought to support, by the provocas 
tion of such subjects. He, therefore, con 
demned the introduction unnecessarily of 
such topics in discussion. 


_ Mr, Windham said, -he should not tres. 


pass on the house.at that latehour. He re. 
joiced that his noble friend (Lord De Bla. 
quiere) concurred with him on the present 
occasion, for it was not without concern, he 
observed, they had voted on different sides 
last night, as he should ever be concerned 
to differ with that noble lord on any subject, 
His own objection to the measure which had 
been discussed last night arose principally 
from the present measure, for he considered 
both as forming part of the same system, 
The opinion of his noble friend would have 
as much weight with him as that of any 
member in the house, It was not expe- 
client for many obvious considerations, which 
might be adverted to without delicacy, to 
augment the Irish militia beyond a certain 
proportion, As to what had fallen from ag 
hon, gent. opposite (Mr. Alexander), he 
could not reply to him, for, he confessed 
he did not for the most part understand 
him. He heard, however, a great deal 
about character, imbecility, and so forth; 
but ministers appeared to be so sore and s9 
conscious of weakness, that they heard no- 
thing but the sound of imbecility and weak- 
ness, whatever the words might be, and 
whatever the subject.—'! hough the debate 
had been continued to a late hour, he thought 
it was not yet exhausted; and he should 
consider himself at liberty, in some future 
stage of the measure, to deliver his senti- 
ments on some points which had not, in 


his opinion, been sufliciently pressed.—The 


house then divided tor the Speaker’s leaving 
the chair. 


Ayess 94 


Nots  - 
Majority 87 


List of the Minority. 
Adair, Robert Elford, Sir William 
Bankes, Henry Elliot, William 
Barclay, Sir Robert Folkestone, Viscount 
Bouverie, Hon. Edw. Fox, Hon. Chas. Jas. 
Caleraft, John Francis, Philip 
Cavendish,Ld. Geo, A.H, Greavil!e, Rt. Hon. T. 
Codrington, Christopher Hamilton, Ld. Arch. | 
Craufurd, Robert’ Harrison, John 
Creevey, Thomas spares George 
Cust, Hon. John . Kensington, Lord 


De Blaquiere, Lord  Kinhaird, Hon, Charles» 
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Kiykwall, Lord 
Laurenec, French 
Marsham, Viscount 
Morpeth, Viscount 
North, Dudley 
Ord, William 

Petty, Lord Henry 
Porchester, Lord 
Pytches, John 


Russel, Lord William 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
Stanhope, Walter Spencer 
Newpert, Sir Joha 
Walpole, Hon. George 
Windham, Rt. Hoo.Wm. 
Wynne, SirWatkin Wm, 
Wrottesley, Sir John 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDs. 
Thursday, April 12, 1804. 
-[War tn Invra.] The Earl of Suffolk 


rose to cali the attention of the house toa sub- 
ject which at present occupied a great deal 
of the public consideration. He did not wish 
to press his Majesty's ministers to enter upon 
jt immediately, by proposing a motion to 
their Jordships, but he was perfectly prepa- 
ted to proceed now, in case it was the desire 
of his Majesty's ministers that he should doso. 
The subject to which he alluded there was 
no occasion to conceal, it was the war in 
which we were engaged with the Mahrattas 
in India ‘This war was undertaken directly 
jn opposition to the spirit of an act of parlia- 
ment, and it was incumbent upon the govt. 
to justify itself as far as regarded this point. 
No less than three wars were carried on 
without the authority of this legislature. 
These wars were certainly now not of avery 
yecent commencement, and yet no docu- 
ment had arrived on the subject, at least as 
far as he was informed. He had read, in- 
deed, many brilliant details of the victories 
of our troops in the Indies, but there was 
great reason to believe that they had not been 
gained without considerable loss on our side. 
At any rate, both on this account, and on 
account of their being undertaken in the 
teeth of an act of parliament, these wars de- 
served the serious consideration of their lord- 
ships. He was prepared to proceed imme- 
diately ; but, in case his Majesty's ministers 
should think it an accommodation to them, he 
had no objection to postpone his motion till 
to-morrow. 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, that as his 
lordship intended to bring forward this sub- 
ject in so solemn a manner, he submitted 
whether even to-morrow was not too early a 
period in the present circumstances, when 
the attention of the house was occupied in a 
business of so much importance as the volun- 
teer consolidation bill. He hoped that for 
this and for other. reasons, the noble lord 
would postpone the subject for a short time. 

Lord Hobart observed, that the motion 
would be premature on another ground, 
which was, that govt. was not prepared to 
enter on the subject at present, because no 
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official documents had ‘yet ‘arrived© from 
India relating to the-war, to which the: noble 
lord had adverted. 

The Earl of Suffolk replied, that this was 
the very reason why he wished to‘call' ithe at- 
tention of the house’to the subject. © The act 
of parliament provided that no war should be 
entered upon in India without communica: 
ting the grounds of it to the legismture. But 
here was a war carried on for a long time, 
without a single official document having 
even been sent to the executive govt. of this 
country. He agreed to postpone the mo- 
tion, but promised to bring it forward.soon, 
without fixing any particular day. 

[Vorunrser ConsotipaTion Bixt.J 
The order of the day being read, their lord- 
ships went into a committee on te volunteer 
bill, 

Lord Hawkesbury proposed an »amendment, 
by which it was provided, that no.corps of 
yeomanry or volunteers should be subject 
to the mutiny act, during any period under 
fourteen days, when they might choose to as- 
semble for the purpose of improvement in 
their exercise. 

The Duke of Afontrose opposed the amend- 
ment, upon the grounds that the officers even 
on these occasions, ought td haye a control 


‘over the men. 


Lord Grenville supported the amendment, 
and expressed his satisfaction that the noble 
secretary had tarned his attention to this sub- 
ject, and had thought proper to propose this 
provision, as it was certainly improper to put 
so great a share of the population of the 
country under martial law, in any case, ex- 
cept that of invasion. 

- The Duke of Montrose wished that the no- 
ble lords could agree as well on points of 
higher importance. 

Earl Spencer proposed an amendment in 
the clause relating to the payment of volun- 
teers, the object of. which was, that the pay- 
ment should be made by the receiver-gene- 
ral, in the old way, and nor at the secretary 
at war’s office. 

Lord Grenville supported the amendment, 
and contended that the office in question 
went to make the commanders of volunteer 
corps public accountants.—The house then 
divided on lord Spencer's amendment, 

_Contents —~ 10 
Non-contentt — 19 
Majority 

Lord Grenville then proposed an‘ amend- 
ment, which he had formerly suggested, the 
object of which was, to exempt those from 
punishment who did not join their corps in 
case of an invasion, fiom their being employ- 
ed on gther military service, Agreed to,— 
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His |lordship-also ~proposed .an amendment, 
which had for its object the preventing of 
deliberative power in the hands of armed bo- 


dies.. This was agreed to be taken into con- | 
sideration-against the time of the report ; after - 


some other verbal amendments in the sche- 
dule, the Dill passed the committee. Ad- 
journed. : 


HOU SE OF COMMONS 


‘Thursday, April 12, 1804. 


] Mr Itwing, from the in- 
spector general's office, presented an account 
‘of the produce of the permanent taxes for the 
year ending the 5th Jan. 1804. Ordered to lie 
on the table, and to be printed for the use of the 
members.—The accounts moved for by Mr. 
Foster, relative to the importation and expor- 
tation of all flour, corn, grain, &c. into and 
rom Great-Britain, since the Ist of Jan. 1800, 
to the ist of Jan. 1804; and respecting the 
amount of the duty received on the exporta- 
‘tion of linen from Ireland to Great-Briiain, 
since the commencement thereof, were pre- 
sented, and ordered to tie on the table—A 
message from the lords communicated their 
Yordship’s agreement to the bank indemnity, 
the Irish militia families provision, and the 


Scotch bank capital bills, with: 
r. 


out any amendment.— Mr. Vansittart moved, 
that there be laid before the house, an ac- 
count of the grants of public money made to 
the Veterinary College and the Board of 
Agriculture, with an account of the expen- 
diture thereof. Ordered. 
CoTTon MANUFACTURERS’ PETITION. ] 
_. Mr. Hiley Addington moved the order of 
the day, for taking into consideration the re- 
portof the committee on the petition of the 
cotton workmen and manufacturers. The 
order being read, the right hon. gent. mov- 
ed, that the resolutions of the committee 
_ be read, which being done, he proceeded 
to observe, that before he moved that the 
resolutions be read a second time, it was 
proper he should open the nature of the 
subject now before the house; but he was 
glad that in doing so, it was not necessary 
tor him to enter much into its detail. He 
should call the attention of the house to the 
circumstances upon which the matter now 
stood, and then, in a few words, state for 
what reasons the, committee passed these 
resolutions, and why he thought it his duty 
to ask the house to agree tothem. Gentle- 
men would recollect, that about 4 years 


ago, for it was early in the year 1800, a 
very considerable and a very unpleasant 
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disagreement took place between the mas. 
ters gnd workmen engaged in the cotton 
manufactory, in consequence of which pe. 
titions were presented to the house by 
very large body, praying for legislative in. 
terference to redress their grievances, That 
was a period of great difficulty in the coun. 
try, especially in the manufacturing part of 
it, arising from the stagnation of trade in 
the arduous contest in which we were then 
engaged; and also from the scarcity and 


| high price of provisions, which, fo a great 


extent, affected all classes of his Majesty's 
subjects, and more particularly the work. 
ing part of them. . He did think it extreme. 
ly possible, perhaps probable, that if it 
had not been for the irritation arising from 
distress, thus produced from a combination 
of causes, these petitions would ever have 
been presented. They were, however, 
earn and the subject matter of them 
ad been referred to a committee, which 


(passing over one of its members, of whom 


it did not become him to say any thing) 
consisted of very intelligent and enlighten- 
ed members of that house, who considered 
the subject, reported upon it, and an act 
of parliament past to alter the law as it 
then stood, with respect to the mode of ap- 
pealing to magistrates, to appoint referces 
to decide on matters in dispute between 
masters and workmen in the cotton trade, 
Whether that was a proper measure, or not, 
would be improper in him to doubt; he de- 
ferred to the sense of the perfectly respec- 
table members of that committee, and im- 
perious and weighty reasons pressed upon 
their minds at the time, which jnduced 
them to make their report, and to form an 
opinion which was peculiar .to the circum: 
stances under which they made it.The 


committee had endeavoured on the one © 


hand to form an impartial tribunal to decide 
on matters of dispute, to afford speedy re- 
dress to those who had just grounds of com- 
plaint, at as limited an expense as possible; 
and on the other, they had endeavoured to 
avoid any restriction or regulation which 
might be considered by the manufacturers 
as fettering the trade, in the prosperity of 
which, the interests of all the workmen, as 


well as the masters, were materially involve ’ 


ed. In giving the petitioners all they ask- 
ed, the legislature might give them that 
which afterwards they might repent of ask- 
ing. The committee could have no possi- 
ble object, but to do justice to both partiés, 


and they were, perhaps, better judges of - 


the interest of the petitioners, than the pe- 
titioners themselves. His motion should be, 
that the house do agree to the resolutions 
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of this committee; and if it should be the 
leasure of the house to do so, then he 
shou!d move for an act of parliament to car- 
these resolutions into effect; after which, 
upon reflection, he hoped the cotton wea- 
yers themselves would be satisfied, and 
that they would be convinced they had ail 
which could with propriety be granted, 
and that the manufacturers also, would, in 
their turn, be satisfied that care had been 
taken that no injury was done to them, so 
that neither the one, nor the other, should 
‘hereafter think it necessary to apply to par- 
liament. He then moved that these resolu- 
tions be now read a second time. 
- Admiral Berkeley wished to know, whe- 
ther this measure was brought on by govt., 
or originated with the manufacturers them- 
selves? He thought that a measure similar 
to this, ought to be adopted, with reference 
to the woollen trade. He wished to know, 
whether any steps were likely to be taken, 
in consequences of a memorial which had 
been presented on the subject of the wool- 
len trade ? ; 
Mr. Hiley Addington said, that business 
had been already partly brought forward by 
‘aright hon. ‘relation of his, -the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. 
Mr. Francis said, he understood that the 
manufacturers were at liberty to apply to 
be heard by counsel against any bills that 
might be brought in pursuant to these re- 
solutions, if they thought fit.—The resolu- 
tions were then read and agreed to; after 
which, Mr. H. Addington moved, that a 
bill be brought in pursuant to the three last 
resolutions. 
Sir Robert Buxton said, he was not going 
to oppose the bringing in the bill now mov- 
ed for, but he wished it to be understood as 
his opinion, that the greatest difficulties 
which had been felt on this subject, had ari- 
sen chiefly from our departing from the 
constitutional mode of adjusting differences 


between master and servant; he meant — 


that of an appeal to the magistrate.—The 


question was then puts and leave was given ° 


to bring in the bil 

Corry rose, and 
stated that he felt himself under the neces- 
sity of still farther postponing the motion 
respecting the covalating coin in Ireland, 
of which he had given notice for this day. 
It being the wick of his. Majesty’s: govt. 
that this subject should be fully investigated 
and the most ample information obtained, 
dispatches were hourly looked for from Ire- 


land, which were deemed necessary upon 


this point, and until they should arrive, he 
| would decline to bring forward his pro- 
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mised motion. If the intelligence should be 
received by to-morrow he would ‘take ocea- 
sion to submit the business to the considera 
tion of the house, but if not, he hoped he 
should stand excused for postponing it to 
another day. 

Mr. John Latouche expressed his regret 
that, under the severe pressure of the evil, 
which now bore on the people of Ireland, 
and particularly on the inhabitants of the 
metropolis, that the right hon. gent. should 
think it proper to put off for a moment the | 
proposition of some remedy. The hon. 
member was proceeding, when has 

The Speaker observed, that it was the 
established custom of the house not: to suf- 
fer a speech to be made on such an occasion 
as the present; it was not allowed by the 
rules of the house, that there should be any 
argumentative notice. If the hon. member 
intended to conclude with a motion, it was 
competent to him to proceed, but not other- 
wise, 

[Payment oF IRIsH CIVIL OFFICERS 
AT PAR.|—Lord dachibald Hamilton. called 
the attention of the house to the subject of 
the payment of the salaries of the minis- 
ters of Ireland, who occasionally resided in 
this country, he meant the mode in which _ 
that payment was made, for they were paid 
at par. It was now six weeks or nearly | 
two months since he first mentioned the sub- 
ject in the house, and he thought it incum- 
bent on him to bring the matter forward 
for the consideration of the house; he gave 
notice that he should this day do so, and he 
now proposed to fulfil that promise.—The 
subject was that of payment of salaries of 
the ministers of that part of his Majesty's 
govt. which related to Ireland, who occa- 
sionally resided in England, which payment 
was made at par. When this circumstance 
was first mentioned to the house, which it 
was by him, it appeared to every body who 
heard it, to be an extraordinary fact, when 
it was admitted to be a fact, and he must 
be allowed to remind the right hon gent. 
(Mr. Corry) who admitted it, with’ what 
reluctance he brought the matter forward ; 
but, however, he was impelled to it by a 
sense of public duty, and tor the same rea~ 
son he was bound to pursue it; and here he 
must premise what he had to say, with 
observing, that there was no part of the 
duty of that house more imperative than 
that of watching over every part of the 
expenditure of the public money.- There 
generally did exist, and always ought to 
exist in that house, a jealousy concerning all 
money transactions, and it-ought to be ex- 
ercised with vigilance on the present occa- 
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sion, and he was glad.to.say, that the ques- 
tion which, he should. lay before the house 
for its, consideration, would lie within a 


_ Barrow, compass, for the chief part of it — 


was neither niore nor less than what was to 

e considered as the meaning of the plain 
leiter, of an act of parliament. The a- 
mount of the sums out of which this arose, 
was indeed small, but it was the principle 
which constituted the importance of the sub- 
ject.;, Here he proceeded to read the acis 
of parliament ef the 30th of the King, for 
regulating the payment of the salaries. of 
all the servants of the crown in the civil 
depariments of the state; and then con- 


_ tended, that the. commissioners of the 


treasury in Ireland, had no right to inter- 
fere with the paymeni of the salaries of the 
officers of, govt., nor with any sums of mo- 
ney whatever, while it was ia éransitu ; for it 
was not only repugnant to the law he had 
just quoted, but contrary also to precedent. 

econtended that the order which had 
been. issued by the commissioners of the 
treasury in Ireland, for the payment at par 
of the civil officers of the. govt. of the 
country, occasionally resident in this, was 
not, warranted, and was therefore an excess 
of their authority. He would. ask, what 
were.the salaries of these officers of govt.? 
Were they not ‘charges upon the public re- 
venue of the country? If.so, by what 
authority, was any alteration made in them? 


the public revenuc.of the country of more 
than was allowed by law, was irregular, 
and quite unwarrantable; and if the right 
hon, gent. opposite to bim (Mr. Corry), 
wasallowed to proceed'in this manner,where 
were we to slop?) He contended, there- 
fore, that this.was. an unwarrantable* act. 
He. did not. charge ministers with a delibe- 
rate design to over-rule the law; but he. 
said, that these irregular and unwarranta- 
ble, acts would have that effect, unless 
checked by house. [t was admitted that 
the. half-pay officers of Ireland were not 
paid, at, par, while, they might be occa- 
sional. residents in, this country. ‘Now, 
upon what ground. the civil officers of govt. 
claimed to be paid at par, when no such ad- 
vantage was allowed to. the half-pay officers, 
he was at-a loss to. conceiye.. He kuew 
many reasons why the half-pay officers, who 


had devoted the whole of their,time, and 


often risked their lives.in defence and for the 
service of .their country, should have more 


advantages in. the mode of.receiving their 


little pay, but not one reason why they should, 
have Jess than the civil. officers. of the govt.. 
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There was therefore no principle on. which | 


this mode of payment could be supported; 
because, if it was upon principle, the thing 
should be adopted generally to all whose ser. 
vices belonged to the govt. of Ireland, and 
who were occasionally resident in this coup. 
try. But by this practice of paying officets 
of the Irish govt. at par, if they should hap. 
pen to come over here for 6 weeks, they had 


an advantage of 10 per cent. on the course * 


of exchange. He knew not why many of 
the civil officers of the Irish govt. came into 


this country. The Lord Chancellor of 


land, for instance, what reason was there 
why he should be in England at ail, other- 
wise than as a member of parliament, in 
which character he had no salary? The 
same observation might be made on the case 
of the right hon. gent. (Mr. Corry) ; there 


_ Was no occasion for his’ residence in En- 


gland, otherwise than as a member of par- 
liament, in which character he was entitled 
tono salary. The same might be said of 
the inspector-gencral of the imports and ex- 
ports, who was not of necessity here. The 
same of the officers of the customs of the 
port of Dublin, and many others ; yet they 
were all here, and had the advantage of re- 
ctiving their salaries at par. These multi- 


plied instances of this advantage given to 


the civil officers of the executive govt. of 
Ireland, confirmed-him in the conviction of 


| the impropriety of the practice. Here the 
He said, that payment to any person out of | 


noble lord read passages from pages 11 and 
12 of the actount which was laid on the 
table (see Vol. I. p, 1163) of the money paid 
to different officers for their salaries at par, 
from which he argued, there were abuses in; 
this system, and observed, that the more he 
considered the subject, the more he was 
convinced of the impropriety of the practice. 
He then insisted on the particular inexpe- 
diency of the practice at the present mo- 
ment, under all the present circumstances of 
that country, and that the more remarkably, 
on.account of the deplorable state of the 
currency vf that country, which had for a 
long time past been felt as a very great evil. 
He maintained, that without imputing any, 
improper motives, it looked unfavourably, 
that the commissioners of the revenue should. 
benefit themselves by an order which they 
made contrary to-law, and should themselves 
claim, by their own order, a benefit which 
they did not allow to others, who, if the 
measure was right, had a better claim to it. 
He observed also, that this matter remained. 
a secret for awhile, and until he brought it 
forward.in the house : if he was right, why, 
was it.concealed at all? this was a matter: 
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which had also an unfavourable appearance. 
He contended, that the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Corry) could not, of his own individual 
authority, do any act for the raising any mo- 
ney no: allowed by law, for any body ; still 
Jess proper did it seem to be when that mo- 
fey went partly to himself, such money not 
being in the exchequer, and, therefore, not 
subject to his cognizance, These were two 

ints on which his objection to this practice 
rested, The 3d point was, that the princi+ 
ple on wh ch the practice was defendéd, had 


compleatly failed, for it was not general in 


its application, the half-pay officers deriving 
no advantage from it, and before it could 
deserve the name of a principle, the applica- 
tion of it must be general. Lastly, the only 
persons who were made to benefit by the: 
practice, were the last from whom it ought 
to be expected, namely, the commissioners 
of the treasury of Ireland, who issued the 
erder; nor was there any excuse for this 
having happened by: inadvertency, or any: 
thing of that sort, for there was no account’ 
made out on the subject of the revenue of 
Ireland, in which the course of exchange 
did not appear, therefore they had the \seab- 
ject constantly before their eyes. He should 
have thought that their being in a situation 
of trust, would. have prevented them from 
converting it, for they had converted i!, into 
their own emolument; he must be: allowed 
to deliver his opinion upon these matters, 
withoat softening his language, and to use 
such as were applicable to the facts, as they 
appeared in proof. He said, he was war- 
ranted in.saying, that they bad turned their 
situation of trust to their own private emo- 


lument. He.then read the resolutions which | 


he proposed to submit to the house, viz. ; 


Resolved, that it appears to this house, 
that payments have’ been. made in London, 
of salaries charged;on the Irish establish- 


ment, out of money to be remitted to the 
Irish treasury, thereby preventing ‘the profits 


of the exchange thercof, from being*of cre- 
dit to the public, as is done in other cases: — 


Resolved, that they. have been made without 
sufficient authority. Resolved, that) such 
practice is unwarrantable, and ought to be 
discontinued.” 


Lord Castlereagh jobeervéd; that the noble 
Jord, in the statement he had‘ been pleased 


to make upon this occasion, had travelled 


-more into general propositions than was ne- 


cessary. Lhe. main question was) a very 


esimple one, namely, whether money in pos- 


session of the agent in England belonging to 
the Irish treasury, ‘was or was not subject to 
the order of the commissioners of the Irish 


» treasury? Then, supposing that to be decided 


Vou. 
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in the affirmative, the next question would 
be, whether the application that was made 
of that money under that order, was a fit 
and proper application, under all the. cir-. 
cumstances of the case? In other words, 
whether the order of the commissioners of 
the. Irish treasury proceeded from.a compe- 
tent or legal authority, oc not? And -he 
apprehended the nobie lord had, taken the, 
matter too widely, when he considered that, 
the money trahsferred from the treasurer of 
that country to the Irish agent in this. must, 
be considered’ as ‘money in transitm to, the: 
Irish exchequer, in the situation of alk mo- 
ney in transitu, it was, as he apprehended, 


subject to the order of the lords of the trea- 


sury there, they being in that case, as they 
were in every other, responsible for the ex- 
ercise of their authority in the application of 
that money ; for as the money was issued un- 
der the authority and by the direction of three 
of the lords of the treasury, the order was a 


Jegal order in itself, and:a3. such binding on 


the Irish agent; andthe azreed entirely with; 


_ the noble lord, ‘that the officers ef the treasu- 


ry were responsible to-parliament forevery. 
thing in execution of their trust, and, ‘that 
they should draw: every thing to the adyan- 
tage of the public, in the best manner cir- 
cumstances would permit; and that if the 
course of excharige” between, this, country 
could be applied tothe benefit of Ireland, in 
the issne of any orders otherwise, it:was 
apart of their duty:to make it applicable to 
the intcrest of the»pablic as. much» as» possi- 
ble, unless some particular circumstances’ of 
some particular-case, called for a relaxation 
trom the general principle; which: be appre- 
hended to be the-case now under considéra- 
tion.) The noble lord:seenied’ to argue, this 
matter as if there was increase of 
salary to these officers, bby ‘the morte of pay- 
ment «which had: been adopted>in: this ca-e; 
if soy he should agree with theinobleJotdyin 
the conclusion that the mode was imoropers 


‘for it was beyond the competency, of vhe-Lrish 


treasury toincrease the: salaries of of- 


ficers, the amount of which was specified by 


law. ©The at ‘ef parliament had said, what 
the salaries of these officersushould&be s >but 
that was while they exercised their-functions 
in Ireland, and whimthey were to be: paid 


‘there ; ‘but io the caseonow beforethe house, 
othe officers of govt-p whose salaries were thus 
paid, had been tsken from ithe natural sphere 


of ‘action in which they had -been: usually 


-ealled upon to move, and brought, forsp:- 
‘cial purposes, to exercise 
this country. tt awasirae, that gpplicetion 


might be madeto parliament, ifrany, altera- 


tion was necessm conrse efidhe pay- 


| 

| 
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- ment of these salaries; at the same time the 
noble lord’ would see, that the whole of the 
_ question arose, not from the amount of the 
salaries of these’ othcers, but from the mode 
of paying them,’ in consequence of their 
fonctions being a'tered and extended beyond 
their “ordinary sphere of action; and the 
question. was merely, whether. an_ officer 
coming from’ Ireland to England (o do his 
duty, ‘shall be paid in England in English or 
it’ Irislyscurrency ; he. would see, that it 
would ‘be straining the statement to go 
beyond this, or to say that it was any thing 


like’ an increase of salary. The question — 


was, whether as an officer did his duty in 
England, he should not be paid in English 


currency 2° If, indeed, he discharged the - 


functions of his office in Ireland, it would 
be an advantage to him that he shouid be 
paid in English currency, and an advantage 
to which he would not be intitled ; but if he 
was obliged to come here to perform that of- 
fice, a country in which certainly he could 
not live cheaper than in Ireland, nor could 
he do his duty in it with more satisfaction or 
convenience to himself than in Ireland; he 
would pot it'to the house whether it was fair 
to callon such an officer to perform his duty 


with a diminution of salary; for that would 


be the case if he were to be paid here in 
Irish currency. This mode of payment was 
not, in fact, an increase of salary, but a mere 
telief from a tax to which these officers 
would be liable if this mode of payment was 
not adopted.” The propriety of affording this 
teliéf from a tax ifeuch a case, he main- 
taitied to be consonant to. the spirit of the 
act’ of anion, as well as to the general prin- 
ciples’ of justice.-He maintained, that in 
some cases it had: been allowed to those who 

‘were not coimpelled, as these officers were, 
to come from Ireland to this country.—As to 
what had been said about the particular in- 
dividuéls,:who took what was called the 
nefit of this mode of payment, (which, 

by the way, no benefit, for it was only 
from a tax, which could uot 
jastly be imposed on them,) he could say of 
‘them that they were actuated by no motives 
Sydt such as would do them no dishonour ; 
‘neither was there any attempt to keep. this 
matter a’secret, no secrecy could attend it, 
‘Hetompared:this mode of payment to that 
was uniformlyvadopted in paying our 
Mtr abroad. Phe course of exchange was 
‘often suchas to make it a matter of some ex- 
- “pense’ to transmit the pay of officers and 
“men, yet they ‘had their whole pay, as if 
“there was no! suclr,expense, and the public 
were always called .ypon to. defray it; and, 
- therefore, in his opinion, the question was, 


¢ 


whether the commissioners of the treasury of 
ireland were not called upon to consider of 
the propriety of relieving these officers from: 
the operation of atax, which would, unless — 
they were relieved, attach upon them when. 
they came to perform their duty in this coun- 
try, and which would not attach on them if. 
they performed it in Ireland? The noble 
lord said, the principle on which this mode 
of payment was adopted, ought to be ge. 
neral, or not adopted at all, and therefore the. 
half- pay officers of Ireland, who were in this — 
country, ought to be paid at par as well as 
the civil officers of the Irish govt., but there, 
was. a distinction between the two services,: 
The half-pay officers of Ireland had theit 
option, whether they would come here or 
remain in [reland; but the civil officers were 
compelled to come here. He applied this 
to all these officers who came here, and he 
could not help thinking, that the house 
would be of opinion with him, that those of» 
ficers had no more than justice done to them 
upon this occasion. On the whole matter 
he did not see- any blame imputable to the 
commissioners of the Irish treasury upon — 
this occasion, and as these resolutions were 
intended to be followed up by some other 
resolutions of disapprobation of what had 
been done, for which disapprobation there 
was noreason, therefore he moved the order 
of the day. 
Lord Folkestone expressed his astonish 
ment, after the statement which had been 
made by the noble lord who proposed the re« 
solutions, that any member of that house 
could be found to stand so boldly forward to 
jusiify the practice to which those resolutions 
referred, and least of all did be expect such 
attempt at justification from the noble lord 
who had just sat down. -How the noble lord 
could reconcile his doctrine on a former oc». 
casion, that there was no depreciation of the 
Irish currency, with his assertion of this 
evening, that the payment of the Irish civil 
officers resident in this country at pat, was 
a relief from a tax, he was at a Joss to con- 
ceive. There was, in the accounts laid be- 
fore the house, suthcient ground for warrant- 
ing the resolutions, without entering into 
any other causes, It appeared from these 
accounts, that the total.of the sum paid at 
par, was 25,000/,, while the total of the 
sums paid only in salaries did not exceed 


| 42,000/. A difference so very material cer- 


Aainly called for explsnation, and he hoped 
to hear some satisfactory reasons for the 


excess. 


Mr. For declared, that ofall the questions 
which had for a long time come before the 


house, he thought tne present one woald 
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prove the most difficult to be defended, and 
he was not oe in the sentiments 
which he previously entertained. ‘The noble 
lord-had, in fact, shewn the weakness of the 


‘eause he had to support by the weakness of | 


the argamests which he had used; It had 
bees said, and certainly no small stress had 
‘been laid upon the assertion, that a man’s 
salary was not increased because he was re- 
lieved from the operation of a tax. He 


could not, for his own part, understand the ~ 


difference between an increase of salary and 
‘an exemption from the payment of a tax. 
His Majesty might as well exempt a man of 
landed property from the payment of the 
Jand-tax, and what was that in fact but an 
increase of salary? The noble lord spoke 
of persons who were called here by order of 
théir superiors; but when he examined the 
list of those who. received payments at par, 
he was at a loss to discover who they were. 
‘He could not agree that the right hon. gent. 
onthe opposite bench (Mr. Curry) had been 
called here by his superiors, and he wished 
to know, supposing that right hon. gent. 
not to be a member of parliament, what was 
the necessity which compelled him to reside 
‘in this country? With respect to the Lord 
‘Chancellor of Ireland, the noble Jord gave 


up the matter at once, and said, he could 


Not assign any cause for his coming. Was 
a judge, whose residence was in reality in 
Ireland, and who came to this country, to 
be allowed to plead in his justification, that 
he was called by his superiors? He could 
not admit there existed a greater duty to 
‘attend par+‘ament, in those persons who were 


in office, than in those who were out of 


office, for that would be to admit, that the 
country gentlemen were to be taxed, and 
that his Majesty's servants were to be paid 
for their attendance in parliament. There 
existed no necessity whatever, with regard 
to the Lord Chancellor ; for who had the 
right of ordering him to come to this coun- 
try Certainly none but the King, and 
even then there might be doubts upon that 
subject, as his Majesty had his own chan- 


cellor here. As to the question of remune- 


ration, he could not avoid saying, that if the 
Trish afficers were sent out of their country 
to discharge the daties of their respective 
offices, and it was deemed just to reward 
them for extraordinary services, they shou'd 
have been rewarded, not in the manner 
‘which had beey adopted, but in a fair, open, 
and consti‘utional way, The uoble Jord had 
stated, by comparison, the case of the pay- 
‘Ment of the troops serving abroad; but then 
he did not take into his consideration ‘what 
~was absolutely material, that the deficiencies 
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occasioned by the difference of exchange 
were made good to the officers and men by 
parliament,: while, in the present case, they 
were made good by the lords of the Irish 
treasury. The noble lord had drawn a dis- 
tinct line between the claims of the half-pay 
officers, and those who were paid at, par; 
yet the noble lord was not, at that moment, 
aware, that the late chancellor of Ireland 
possessed no better claim than those very 
half-pay officers, who have suffered so, much 
in consequence of the state of the exchange. 
The chancellor was, in fact, a half-pay of- 
ficer; for he/had 4 or 5000/, a year for hav- 


the House of Lords; yet his claims were 
freely allowed, and he received his salary at 
par. If remuneration appeared a just and 
equitable measure, he was desirous. to have 
the proofs fairly brought forward, and the 
services of the officers of ;the Irish govt. re- 
sident in this country, properly rewarded, 
but he could not consent to make any ex- 
ceptions in their favour, unless upon princi- 
ples altogether constitutional. It was un- 
deniable that their salaries had been clearly 
fixed, and at the same time made liable to 
all the taxes, deductions, and chances, as 


those to which ather officers under the Irish 
govt., resident in Ireland, might eventually 
be subject. He wished to kuow on what 
principle it was that one officer, resident in 
Dublin, should receive only gO/, and an- 
other in London should be paid the whole 
100/. When heconsidered the duties to be 
performed by those whose names appeared 
upon the list, he felt that they did not ap- 
pear prima facie to be.called over to Lon~ 
don for the putpose of performing the func- 
tions of their respective offices. Could the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the counsel for 
the commissioners of the revenue, or the 
customer of the port of Dublin, with several 
more, be considered in that point of view ? 
It was, he readily admitted, not altogether 
impossible that they might be called away 
for that purpose, but as the house was ig- 
norant of the circumstances, he thought all 
the information which could be obtained on 
the subject should be laid before parliament. 
He should, therefore, vote against the order 
of the day. 

~ The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
thought this was.a question up which there 
cdald not ‘be much difference of opicion, 
The honourable genileman did not >ppear to 
‘him to be quite accurate in his statement of 
the facts of the case ; if it was. really an in- 
érease uf salary, he shoald, think, that. the 
conduct of the Irish treasury was. to be 
justified, but it was no sach thing, The of- 


ing formerly done the duty of Speaker of | 
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ficers employed under the ‘Irish government, 
who would have received 100 J. Irish if they 
had remained’ in Ireland, did not receive 


1002. British; they only received g2 /, 


tish, which was equal to 100 /. Ir'sh ; and he 


before the Union, when it could not be in 
contemplation that it would be necessary to 
bring them over to England. 
cers were, in addition‘to the inconvenience 
they suffered by being brought over to Eng- 


Tand, to lose by the exchange, instead of re- 


ceiving 92 l. they would, in tact, only receive 
$2/, which, he was sure, could never be 
intended. ‘The honourable geotleman se ‘med 
to suppose that these officers received the 
whole of their salaries in this country ; that 
‘was not the case; they only received that 
part of it which became due during their re- 
sidence in England. The honourable gent. 
seemed to think that the officers, called over 
here-upon public business, ought to have an 
allowance ; the fact was, they only had their 
travelling expenses allowed to them, and that 
was Pt rok, to those in inferior situa- 
tions. 21¢ whole question resolved itself 
into this; whether officers who were brought 
here to discharge a public duty, ought or 
ought not to receive the same salary they 
would have received if they had remained 
in Ireland? It appeared to bim that no doubt 
could be entertained upon the subject, and 
therefore he should vote for the motion of his 
noble friend. 

Mr. Jobn Latouche supported the original 
motion, upon the ground that this, which 
‘he considered as an increase of their sala- 
ries, was entirely defrayed by Ireland, where- 
as, as it was a part of the joint expenditure 
of the empire, England ought to defray the 
proportion stipulated by the Union. 

e Master of the Rolls observed, that the 
noble lord had laid down a proposition in his 
motion, which was of a general nature : but 
that all the other gentlemen, who had fol- 
Yowed on that side, had departed from the 
_ general principle, he had stated, and made 
particular distinctions, He should not en- 
ter into the necessity arising trom any parti- 
cular instaiicey He could see nothing in the 
removal of any gentleman from. Ireland to 
England on the business of his office, that 
ought to operate to the diminution of his sa- 
lacy: When he-was called here he had bis 
duties to discharge, and he ought to-have the 
full amount of his salary; the same as if he 
had remained in Ireland... Upon.the princi- 

ple attempted to be established, persons con- 
cred in East+Indla affairs might be sent to 
‘Calcutta to receive their salaries. So that if 


{ 


a person were ordered to go to York, and 


_ could not get his salary from London, but at 


| 
| 
| 


If these offi. 


a great expense attending the transfer, he 


was to be a sufferer. But what was exchange 


but the expecse attending the transter of 
begged it to be remembered: that those offi- | 
cers and those salaries were all established | 


money ; aod why should the civil officer sus. 
tain that expense, if he did not volontary 
shift his residence? The learned member then 
proceeded to shew that the case af half-pa 
officers did not apply in the present jneienall 
Augmentation of salary, he admitted. would 
be unjustifiable, but that was vastly different 
from the mere payment of the same identical 
salary, only on a different spot. 

Dr. Laurence observed, that what had fal- 
len from the last learned member, theugh 
very ingenious, did not strictly apply to the 
point in debate. The salary ofan individual 
must be paid from the establishment whence 
it should be drawn. He should wish to know 
whether, as this was a matter which might 
Operate in various ways, that, if actuallya 
profit were to be drawn from a change of si- : 
tuation of this sort, it was to be understood 


‘that a deduction to that amount was to be 


made? After the Union it must have been 
seen, that such circumstances were fairly to 
be anticipated, though they might  ap- 
pear to some in the light of casual evils. But, 
whatever they were, this was not the form 


~and mode in which remuneration, be it ever 


so necessary, was to be given. It did nat 
appear to him, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer actually knew the true state of 
the case on which they had been debat- 
ing. He had said, it was only a power 
of issuing to certain persons part of their sa~ 
laries during their .residence here. If it 
could be shewn that they had received no 
more than their fair proportion, still on the 
face of the order for Mr. Wickham, it did 
appear an ui limited one, for it gave credit » 
at the rate of 4,360 /. per aun., and the pay- 
ments were to be charged to the treasury ac- 
counts. Here then wasa general credit for 
that gentleman to draw upon. Now when 
a certain important debate qccurred respect- 
ing Ireland, he was not here, but, as it ap- 
peared, in Yorkshire; yet, according to this 
order, he had liberty to draw if he chose. 


Here was the power. Was this any kind of 


check on the mode of transacting public bu- 
siness? And Colonel Loftus,. a commissia- 


ner of the treasury, was actually here. a 
whole year. 


Did he attend here as commis- 
sioner of the treasury? Let ministers bring 


the: question fairly before the house, and ar- 


range the system. . He could have wished to 


_hear something from. the learned gentleman 


concerning the power of giving orders before 
the money was in the exchequer. One thing 
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he-certainly did hope and expect from the 
present administration ; and that was, an 
adherence tothe strict forms of the house, 
and a restoration of such as had, from cir- 
cumstances, been trenched upon but he was 
sorry to observe, that he could not recollect 
the time when they were so much neglected. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 


had the learned gen'}eman, in adverting to 
what he said, examined the case of Mr. 
‘Wickham, he wouid have found that the very 
terms shewed they did not warrant his com- 
ments. lo page i2-he would have found 
that the credit was to be g ven at the rate of 
4360/. and that at page 5 he would have 
seen that his predecessor drew only the 
smaller sum of 4,029 /. stated as paid in 1803, 
ot thai included the total oi 2 years ; not, 
however brought forward in 1803. He did 
ot believe that Mr. Wickham was a person 
likely to depart, in that respect, from his 
predecessor's example. 
.» Lord Heary Petty rose, only to advert to 
what had fallen from a learned gentleman 
opposite (the Master of the Rolls). With 
the general principle which that learned 
gentleman had laid down, he was ready in 
some measure to give his concurrence ; and 
had th’s general principle been the question 
now before the house, he would tn all pro- 
bability, have given ut his vote. But be- 
canse such a principle had not been before 
the house, and because it was not war- 


-yanted by any legislative authority, he 


would therefore oppose the present prac- 
tice, and vote for the o. iginal motion. 

Mr Francis said, that among inany weigh 
ty arguments, which determined him to vote 
for the original motion, there were two, 


which he wished particularly to state and to 


insist on, because they were of a plain aod 
obvious quali‘y, and not lable to be per- 
plexed and confounded by technical skill or 
sophistical distinctions. To these, Sir, I 
expect tu hear a plain and rational answer, 
which hitherto has not been attempted. In 
the first place, Sir, I hold it to bea principle 
inseparable from the uses of al) government, 
aod from the duties of this government more 
than any other, that the personal interest of 
every individus] trusted with power should, 
in all cases, be one and the same with the 
interest of the community. If a general cala- 
mity should exist, or a general burden is to 
be endured, to the remedy or relief of which 
the labour, the industry and the skill of per- 
soos in high office ought to be unremittingly 
applied, it is not wise, it is not safe toexempt 
such persons from their share in the general 
pressure or suffering that fails upon all the 


rest. You ‘take away a principal motive or | 


stimulus to such persons to exert themselyes 


in the public service, when you tell them, 
that, whether they neglect their duty or not, 
they are sure to be borne harmless in the re- 
ceipt of their own income, Least of all, is 
it prudent or safe to suffer such parties to 
form the measure and to distribute the 
amount of their own relief? But, even if 
the contrary were true, if it could be main- 
taiued that persons: in high and lucrative of- 
fices ought to be specially and exclusively 
exempied from any share ina public suffer- 
ing, still the course which “has been taken 
ought not to be endured. It is asserted 
that the payments in question have not:been 
secret, have not been: clancestine. My 
answer is, that they have been made not 
only without the authority, but without the 
knowledge of parliament. I, for one, nes 
ver heard of the fact, until _it- was .intro- 
duced by the noble lord on ‘this side, olf 
the thing be proper, it ought to be done 

a vote of this house, or in some other regu- 
lar parliamentary way. Whenever.the ges 
neral principle of reimbursing. individuals 
for losses on exchange of salaries comes to 
be cunsidered, you will have other cases ins 
finitely more pressing to: provide for. I 
shall state only one, which» I think could 
hardly be resisted, and which has frequent- 
ly occurred. I mean that. of an English 
regiment disbanded in Ireland, and of 
which the officers, all English, are compel+ 
led by their situation, circumstances, and © 
connexions to reside in Englaud on:their 

Irish half-pay. Out of that pittance they 

lose ten pen cent. on the remittance from 

Ireland. Would you refuse to indemnify 

such persons, while the principal officers of 
govt. are permitted to reimburse themselves 

out of the public purse? . Now, Sir, 1 ask 

for information on a point of parliamentary 

construction, in which I think the honour, 

because | am sure the duty of this house, is 

essentially concerned, Supposing the 

tion of the noble lord should be set aside, 

with such facts brought into the view of the 
house, and so immediately connécted with 

our first duty as guardians of the public 

purse, and that this should be done by an. 
expedient so disgraceful, and I believe in 

such a case so unprecedented, in the pro- 

ceedings of parliament, as that of moving 
the order of the day, in what state will this 
business be left? Will it not be conclud- 

ed that the house renounces its duty, and 
abdicates its jurisdiction over a money ques- 
tion? Will it, or will it not be taken, 

the parties who have hitherto acted in their 
own behalf, by their own authority, ‘for an 
acknowledgment of the power they have 
so assumed? What is tocheck or to limit 
them in the future exercise of that discree 
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tion, when parliament, with the case be- 
- fore them, refuses to inquire into the past, 
er:even to lay down any rule for the fu- 
ture? Certainly the who have 
taken. good care of themselves, may act 
with more reserve, ‘and less indulgence to 
theclaims of others full as good as their own. 
_ Or they may choose and select the objects 
of their favour. Lask, is it fit that such a 
question should be left undecided? In fact, 
fear it will amount to.a decision in favour 
of the abuse, and furnish a pretence for 
_ other practices of the same nature. When 
@ house of commons refuses to inquire jnto 
an unauthorised application of public mo- 
ney, and when the fact is not denied, it 
gives an approbation to the thing done, and 
makes it a precedent for greater abuses. 
Mr. Henry Thornton conceived the objec- 


tions much magnified. More than law al- 


lowed, he thought, had not been done. 
Ministers might have paid the Irish salaries 
in cash, which would have still been more 
valuable. Jt would be better to apply the 
time.of the house in devising a remedy for 
the radical evil, the present rate of exchange 
between this country and Ireland. : 
Mr. Barham, upon the principle that 
100,000/. received in this country and sent 
to Ireland would be worth 110,000/. opposed 
the system that was now acted on, as giving 
an additional income to those that were so 
paid,. while oihers must necessarily labour 
under a deficiency to the same amount. He 
- argued, that whenever either civil or mili- 


tary: officers should be on their duty, there 


was no questiou but they were to be paid by 
the treasury of the country by which they 
were employed. 

_ JMr. Foster had often observed in the course 


of his parliamentary life, that when gent. 


had no good grounds to rest upon, they ran 
to general. principles, which seemed to be 
the.case to night with the hon. member op- 
posite. But if it was fashionable to recur to 
general privciples, he should beg to mention 
one, namely, that no money shall be issued 
without coming to parliament for it. It had 


been proved, that this money had not been | 
degally issued. ‘The papers shewed, that one. 
commissicner had ordered the issue, and that 
it had been paid accordingly. Every sum_ 
subtracted from the public purse was in fact. 
so moch expense incurred. The noble lord. 


shad said, the Irish treasury was io London ; 


but did any body who had read the act of. 
parsiament remain ignorant that it was peces- 


‘sary to have. the King’s sign manual, or. an 


act of, parliament to authorise an issue? 
‘Was there any sort-of authority for this trans- - 


action? The noble lord had said, that an act | 


of parliament was an operose transaciion, that 
is to say, that to act legally was an operose 
transaction, whereas to act illegally, made a 
short cut, and so the noble lord chose to run 
post haste to the treasury in London.. All 
the revenues of Ireland were, since theUnion, 
applicable, in the first instance, to the pay. 
ment of the national debt, and, secondly, to 
the general purposes of thatcountry. It mi. 
nisters could thus pay officers, it would never 
appear how Ireland was subjected to expens 
ses ; whereas, if the thing was done legally, 


_ fifteen-seventeenths of the money would be 


paid by England. He called upon ministers 
to treat this question like men, in a manly 
manner; to confess they had done an illegal 
act, Let them go into a committee, but not 
blink the question. If otherwise, let them 
‘now have their majority if they could, but 
let them depend upon it, that this question 
would come before them in so many shapes, 
that they must meet it at last. 

Lord Castlereagh rose to explain, and was 
proceeding to reply to some observations of 
the ‘last speaker, when he was called to 
order b 

Lord Folkestone, who insisted that the no- 
ble lord was not speaking to order, but in 
reply. 

Mr. Foster begged to adduce an instance 
which came within his own knowledge. 
When he was connected with the revenue of 
Ireland, the counsellor for the commission. 
ers had ogly 100/. a year, whereas in the 
papers now before the house, he perceived, 
that that hon. gent, had received good. in 
the course of three years. If this additional 
sum was considered as a compensation, he 
saw no reason why such genlemen should alsa 
avail themselves of the profits derived from 
the present rate of exchange. 

Mr. Ormsby, from having been so particu« 
larly aliuded to, found himse!f under the ne- 
cessity of rising. It was true, he said, that 
he had received the sum mentioned, during 
the three years alluded to;. but: at the same 
time he had spent in England more: than 
twice that sum, drawn from other funds, 
which were subject to all the inconvenien- 
cies of the present rate of exchange. He 
contended, that the Irish officers who resided 
either from choice, or from the calls of pub- 
lic duty, spent in general much more in’ 
London than: their salaries amounted to. He 


-objectéd in the strongest termis to the origi- 
‘nal motion as unnecessary and unjust. © | 


Sir Laurence Parsoxs declined entering at 


-any length into a discussion of the question 
before he house, but stated, in a few words, 


that he believed that ministers had acted fair- 
ly and’conscientiously, and, from the whole 
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ple have committed to their charge, but ra- 


‘which had been submitted to the house? 


- the paying away the money of the publie.in 


. between the two islands; and would any one 
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of what he had heard that night, or knew 
before, he could not see that there was any 
ground for the house entering into the 


ry. 
Mr. T. Grenville referred to several obser- 
yations which had been made by different — 
hon. members on the other side of the house, 
and said, that the arguments which the noble 
lord on the same side of the house with him- 
self, had advanced with so much ability, 
were so completely unanswered, that he 
should not presume to do away the impres- 
sion they had made upon the house by any 
attempt on his part to repeat them. One 
hon. gent. indeed had appealed to the pru- 
dence and discretion of the house, and then 
asked if it was necessary for the house to 
enter into the merits of the case? He had 
concluded with inviting the house rather to 
blink the question, What! when the house 
istold that there has been an illegal issue of 
the public money, should parliament be told, 
that instead of looking into the case, they 
should not exercise that right which the peo- 


ther be inclined to blink the question? An 
assertion had been made in the course of the 
debate, that the lords of he Treasury had alegal 
authority for the issuing of public money. No 
doubt they had, But could that be supposed 
to be any argument against the resolutions 


Neither his noble friend, nor any other per- 
son who spoke in the course of the debate, 
had denied the existence of such an authority. 
They only objected to what appeared to them 
to be an illegal exercise of that authority, in 


a manner for which they had no vote or au- 
thority from that house. 

The Attorney General complained, that it 
was uofair for one gent. to say that there was 


fallacy in an argument, and another gent. 
to say that no argument had been advanced. 
No one person had pretended to say that 
there was a great sum of money sunk, squan- 
dered, or applied to improper uses, and that 
therefore it was evident that his Majesty's 
servants had acted from a corrupt and dirty 
Motive. 
ciple was admitted, and that it was stated 
that one or two persons had, by mistake been 
included in the payment who were not euti- 
tledto it—he had no doubt that then the no- 
ble lord opposite to him, who had spoken 
with so much ability, would be satisfied as 
to the propriety of the conduct of ministers, 
The Irish nation had funds in this country in 
consequence of the intimacy which subsisted 


He had no doubt, that if the prin- |. 


say that, when they had a public officer on 


business here, the money should not be paid 
here to that officer, but be sent back to’ the 
Treasury of Ireland, todo that mghty piece 
of justice of putting money in the publi¢ 
purse at the expense of the individual? As 
no case of inquiry appeared to him to be made 
out, he should vote for the order of the day, 
as the most parliamentary and reasonable 
course of proceeding. ay 

Sir J. Newport declared, that his main obe 


_jection was to the money not being left at the 


disposal of parliament. No matter what the 

suin was, the principle was the same to par- 

liament, and he was surprised to hear a right 
hon. and learned gent. opposite to him (the 

Attorney General) -say, that the most parlia= 
mentary way of acting was, for the house to 
proceed to the order of the day. 

Lord Archibald Hamiiton said, the expres~ 
sions of some hon. members had been objec- 
ted to. But the house would recollect, that 
he had asserted that the act in itself was not 
legal ; no person had controverted that. An 
observation had been made, that a servant 
should be paid his travelling expenses, but 
there was no argument in that, as no person 
gave in such an estimate as travelling expen- 
ses to parliament, and, if that was to be ur- 
ged against inquiry, no one could say bot 
that travelling expenses had been paid -be- 
side. As to the supposition of sending mo- 
ney to Ireland for the purpose of reducing the 
amount, there was a fallacy in it as an argu- 
ment. It indeed would be a work of supere- 
rogation to do so; but why not pay the offi- 
cers of the public to the same amount here, 
as their Irish money would come to if it was 
paid in Ireland where it was due?—Asan hon. 
bart. (Sir J. Newport) had observed; it was an 
unwarrantable distribution of the public 
money. 

The question being then put on Lord 
Castlereagh’s motion for the order of the 
day, the house divided, when there ap- . 
peared 

For the order of the day - 82 


Againstit - 


Majority 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, April 13, 1904. 

Counsel were heard in continuation, te- 
lative to the Scotch cross appeal, Aber- 
cromby v. Elpbinston Fleming. To pro- 
ceed again on Monday.—Three private bills 
were brought up from the commons, by Sir 
J.W. Anderson and other gentlemen —The 
bills upon the table were forwarded in their 
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f{Prrests’ Brtt.J]—The order 
of the day being reid ‘for going into acom- 
mittee on the priests’ and deacons’ bill, 
Lord Walsingham accordingly took the chair. 
-/ The Bishop of St. Asaph, pursuant to his 
intimation’ on a former evening, made a 
variety of observations upon the subject. 
After referring to the leading provisioner of 
the bill, he proceeded ‘to observe, that the 
sacerdotal character in itself cou'd not be 
‘done away by the secular power; the 
sacerdotum catholicum was that which no 
secular power could either give or take 
“away ; it was derived from a higher source. 
‘He agreed that it was necessary and proper, 
that some exact and defined limits should be 
(put to the age at which persons should be 
_admissible into the sacred orders ‘of deacon 
-ani priest. (In déscribing to the commit- 
tee the history of the subject, the learned 
-prelate referred to various ecclesiastical au- 
¢tthorities, whereby it appeared, that some 
variations had obtained with respect to the 
sage at which persons were admissible into 
‘the orders'in question. In the earlier ages 
sof the church, ‘deacons were required to 
-be of the age of 25 years, and priests of 
that of 30: this was about the fourth cen- 
‘tury. In some time after, by a decree of 
the council of Trent, persons of the age of 
25, were admissible into priests’ orders.— 
After c ntending for the indelibility of the 
- sacred character, the right rev. prelate ob- 
served, that in cases where a radical, or ori- 
- ginal defect in the ordination existed, as in 
case of marriages improperly solem- 
nized, &c. ‘the legislature may declare the 
nullity of such proceedings: and it was 
eupen this principle chiefly that he agreed to 
the relevant provision of the bill. 
The Duke of Norfolk expressed his con- 
»eutrence in the principle laid down by the 
reverend prelate, as to theindelibility of the 
sacerdotal character, Respecting this it 
was a maxim in the ancient Catholic church, 
nec heresis, nec apostacia delit; but with 
respect to the subject, there were one or 
two considerations which struck him as ma- 
terial. A person may innocently become 
‘subject to the.enactment of the bill, as in 
the instance where. he was, through mis- 
information, or other causes, led to suppose 
that he was either 23 or 24 years of age, 
when io fact it may not be so. There were 
»eases also in which the bishop who ordained 
. May hot ‘he wholly exempt from blame ; 
- and it may not be unworthy of consideration 
_ what degree of punishment should be in- 
» eurred by a diocesan who should so infringe 
upon an act of parliament. 
The Bisbop of St, explained : the 


case adverted to by the noble duke was one 
of those, he conceived, within the con.’ 
templation of the bill. Wuth respect to the: 
latter consideration, bishops were, as the 
law now stood, liabie to be called to account | 
should they act in violation of an act of 
parliament. vi 
The leading provision of the bill which 
enacts that no person shall be adm: sible 
to the sacred orders of deacon and: 
riest, unless he shall have completely at. 
tainted the 23d or 24th year of his age res 
spectively, &c. was then agreed to:~ After 
some further observations on the pait of the 
right rev. prelate and noble duke above. 
mentioned, the remaining provisions of the 
bill, with a few verbal amendments, were 
agreed to.—A clause was inserted, on the 
motion of the Bishop of St. Asaph, for the 
consideration of the rights, with respect to 
this bill, of the metropolitans of the respece. 
tive parts of the united kingdom. — ‘The 
house then resumed, and ordered the bill to 
be reported on Monday. ita 
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(Minutes. J—Sir J. Newport moved to 
discharge the order for taking into consider. 
ation the [lchester election petition, in 
order to fix it for a fature day, which mo: 
tion, after some conversation betweea Sir 
J. Graham,. Mr. Baldwin, and Mr, Hiley 
Addington, was negatived.—Sir J. Graham 
presented a petition from certain voters of 
Chippenham, respecting the right of voting 
in that borough, which ‘was ordered to be 
taken into consideration on the same day as 
the former petition. —Mr. Sec. Yorke, after 
referring to the order of the 28th of March, © 
giving leave to bring in a bill to suspend the 
operation of the army: of reserve act, ob= 
served, that it had been most convenient to 
bring in two bills, one for Great-Britain, 
and one for Ireland. He therefore moved 
to discharge the former order, and for leave 
to bring in a bill, or bills, respecting the 
same subject. Leave given, — Mr. See, 
Yorke afterwards brought in the bill for 
suspending the army of reserve act in Great- 
Britain, which was read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, 
and to be printed.— Mr. Johnstone gave no- 
tice that he would move on Monday next 
for certain papers respecting the transaciions 
in Ceylon.—Mr. Corry, on account: of io 
communicaton having been reccived this 
day from Ireland, moved the postponement 
of the order of the day for the considera- 


tion of the state of the coin circulation ia 
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Jreland till Monday next, when the neces- 
sary communications might be certainly re- 
jied on. 

(Mititta Orricers.]—Mr. Secretary 
Yorke moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
revive a bill which passed in the last session 
of parliament, for the better providing of 
officers for the militia, by enabling the lords 
jieutenants of counties to grant commissions 
to subaltern officers not qualified by local 
property in their respective counties. 

Lord Folkestone observed, that as the bill 
of the last session had expired, he thought 
it would be necessary for the house to know 
how far it had been acted upon before it 
should be deemed proper to revive it. He 
should, therefore, feel it necessary to move 
fora return of the number of commissions 
jsued by the several lords-lieutenants of 
counties respectively, under the authority 
of this act ; for if it should appear there had 
been none, or only very few, it would be 
uonecessary, in his opinion, to revive the 
bill. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke hoped the noble lord 
would not impede the progress of the bill ; 
or at least that the house would not con- 
sent to its delay on the ground stated ; for 
as it was necessary, whether the number 
under the former bill was small or great, to 
secure a means of ensuring officers for the. 
militia, and the return mentioned by the 
noble lord could not be obtained without con- 
siderable delay, he trusted the house would 
allow the bill to be brought in.—Leave was 
accordingly given. 

(Commirrze or Suppry.J—The Chan- 
céllor of the Exchequer moved the order of 
the day for resolving into. a committee of 
supply, and that there be referred to the 
comuuitee the estimates for making certain 
allowances to militia subalterns in time of 
peace; the estimates for the pay of the Trish 
and English militia pay and clothing for the 
service of the year, and for allowance to 
militia serjeant-majors ; the estimates for 
an allowance to his Majesty of monies for 
foreign and other secret services for the 
year ; also the estimates of allowance to the 


the house resolved into the committee ac- 
cordingly, Mr. Alexander in the chair.—- 
The right hon. gent. then moved, that pro- 
vision be made accordingly under the said 


exceeding 150,0001. for the secret services ; 
asum not exceeding 412,0001. to be paid 
without deduction, to the United States of 
America, awarded to them by a committee 
for compensation for prizes taken daring the 


You. Il, 


British Museum; which were ordered, and | 


‘several heads, and in particular, a sum not: 
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. and the sum necessary to pay off the out- 


standing balance of 11 millions upon exche- 
quer bills issued under votes of the last 
session of parliament.—The house having 
resumed, the report was ordered to be re- 
ceived, and the committee to sit again on 
Monday. 

 AvuGMENTATION | 
Birt.J—Mr. T. Grenville observed, that 
several gentlemen had understood that both. 
the bills were not to be read a third time on 
the same day, and as some who were not 
now present wished to spéak upon the bill 
for augmenting the Irish militia, he there- 
fore proposed, if the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Sec. Yorke) had no objection, to postpone 
the third reading of that bill till. some day 
next week. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, if there were 
any gentlemen who did not expect the bill 
to come on to-day, he had no objection to. 
postpone the third reading till Monday. 

Mr. Sheridan thought the priority ought 
to be given to the bill for augmenting the 
militia of Ireland, as they ought to augment 
first, before they drew away the existing 
militia, since it would be very preposterous 
if the bill for accepting the offers was to be 
agreed to, and then the bill for augmenting 
to ke negatived, puts 

Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that the 
address upon his Majesty’s message only - 
spoke of enabling his Majesty to accept the 
offers of the Irish militia, but took no notice 
of the augmentation ; the former, therefore, 
of course had the priority.—The bill was 
then ordered to be read a third time on 
Monday. 

[Mepiation of Russra.] Mr. Fox rose, 
for the purpo:e of asking a question of his 
Majesty's ministers, upon their answer to 
which some trouble might be saved to them, 
to himself, and to the house. It related toa 
former question he had asked respecting 
what had passedin the last negotiation be- 
tween this country and the court of Russia,on - 
the subject of mediation with France. He 
had recently heard reports, on their authen- 
ticity he certainly could not rely, that ap | 
important negotiation was at this time pens 
ding between this country and Russia. He — 
wished, therefore, to know, whether or not 


“this was the fact ; because, if it was, it 


would goa great way to prevent his bringing 
‘forward the motion of which he had former- 
ly moved, for the production of papers on 
that subject, so soon as he otherwise should. 

‘The Chancellor of the Exchequer answered, 
that when the hon, gent. first mentioned 
‘this subject to the house, he himself had 


| dast war, and condemned in this country ; | promised that the whole of the papers on that 
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_ subject should be laid before the house so 

soon as circumstances could, with propriety, 

admit. When the hon. gent., on a still 

» more recent occasion, tevived the subject, he 
had told him that reasons were stil! in exis- 
tence, which rendered it ineligible for his 
Majesty's ministers to advise his Majesty to 
order the production of those papers at that 
time. One of the reasons ‘in existence then 
was, that his Majesty's govt. had not at the 
time ascertained whether the whole of their 
communications -had reached the Russian 
court. On this: point they had been since 
satisfied ; but stilbthere were reasons in exis- 

_tence which would render it ineligible to 
comply with the wishes of the‘hon. gent., to 
whom he trusted forthe present this answer 
would “be satisfactory to convince him that 
he had been as explicit as was consistent 
with his official duty. . 

Mr. Fox declared himself satisfied with 
this answer, and therefore deferred further 
enquiry on this subject; but he would now 
take the opportunity of giving notice, that on 
this day se’nnight he should bring forward a 
motion respecting the state of the defence 
of this country, so far as related to what had 
already been done. 
Orricers.] Lord Folkestone 
observed, that the Secretary at War had gi- 

yen notice of bis intention to move fer bring- 

ing in a bill to enable the lords lieut. of 

ounties to grant commissions in the militia 
to persoris not duly qualified. He wished 
for some farther explanation of the right. 
hon. gent’s. intentions upon this subject. 

“The Secretary at War replied, that the 

object of his intended motion was only to re- 
new the act which had formerly passed upon 
this subject, and that the number of those 
so appointed might be ascertained. 

Miritia Orrer Birt.) Mr. 

“Secretary Yorke moved the third reading of 

‘the Irish militia offer bill. : 

-- Mr. Kinnaird said, he must view this, and 
the other measures of his Majesty's ministers 
‘for increasing the national force, with pecu- 
liar jealousy, because there were none of 
‘them but had undergone subsequent altera- 
‘tions. He objected to the present bill, view- 
‘ing it as a violation of a constitutional prin- 
ciple, and breaking the public faith with 
the militia of ‘the country, He doubted 
“whether this measure would afford to the 
public the advantages of a disposable force, 
as it would be throwing impediments in the 

‘way of recruiting. He contended, that the 
untortunate war in which we were engaged 

had been entered into froma want of energy 

on the part of ministers. It was a war in 
which the ministers had involved us, because 
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they could not keep peace. He blamed als 
the general system of measures pursued by 
those gentlemen, The measures were all of 
a defensive nature, from which no glory wag 
to be acquired. Could we blame the torpidity 
of the continent when we used no means to 
rouse or animate them, but, regardless of 
the interests of Europe, were busied only in 
raising a wall round ourselves’ for our own 
exclusive security ? He did not wish, how. 
ever, any connexion to be formed with the 
continent, founded on low intrigues, of 
schemes of assassination, from which the 
feelings of honour and humanity were bas 
nished. He wished us to carry the war in 
some measure out of the kingdom. 

Mr. Lee thought that since the union had 
taken place between the two kingdoms, it 
would be more desirable and consistent that 
there should be but one military force, and 
he disrelished the idea of having a consider. 
able military force lccked up in Ireland, If 
both countries bore their respective propor. 
tions towards the expenses of their militia, 
each ought to have the benefits resulting 
from them. In like manner, as there were 
but one army and one navy, so he would 
have but one militia for both countries. He 
could see no sound constitutional policy in 
locking ap 70,000 men in this country, if 
their services should be wanted in Ireland; 
as there was a reciprocity of interests, so 
should there be of services in each country, 
The principal objection which be had to this 
measure was, the impossibility of adopting 
it without, at the same time, allowing deli- 
berating bodies amongst the military ; but, 
as he was in all other respects friendly to 
the object of the bill, he found it advisa- 
ble, for the present, to wave this objection, 
and agree that the bill should pass. He 
hoped, however, that due caution would be 
used as to giving any encouragement to such 
deliberative military bodie& He said he 
could not help adverting, with some regret, 
to the partiality discovered by some very re- 
spectable characters, who seemed disposed to 
prejudge the question; and, referring to the 
late printed advertisement from a meeting aft 
a number of lords lieutenants and English 
militia officers, he said, that he trusted their 
good sense would lay them open to convic- 
tion, and that they would not hesitate to 
give their assent to a measure productive of 
solid advantages to both countries. He 
granted that thismeasure might be consider- 
ed as a deviation from the general princi- 
‘ples on which the militia was founded ; at 
the same time he could not help viewi 
it as an improvement. It must be recollectet 
that the English militia was constituted ata 
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time when there was none in Ireland or 
Scotland. It would then, indeed, have been 
hard to have requested the English militia 
togo over and defend Ireland ; bat circum- 
stances were now, and particularly since'the 
union of the two countries, materially alte- 
red. For his part, he could wish that this 
pill went to the full extent of admitting the 
whole of the Irish militia to volunteer their 
services. There was not amore gallant, 
loyal, or zealous body of men. They prov- 
¢d.this, by putting down the unfortunate 
Irish rebellion, balote a single English sol- 
dier went over to Ireland. He considered 
the present measure as one that naturally 
grew out of the articles of the Union. 
Ever since that time all national distinctions 
ought to, be done away, but so long as two 
distinct militias continued, the two coun- 
tries did not appear to him to be so much in 
unison as could be wished. . The present 
military state of Ireland was truly respecta- 
ble. There were init 30,000 regular troops. 
It had a militia of 18,000 men, besides 
$4,000 yeomanry, all armed, and well 
trained and disciplined, and who must be 
eonsidered as far better than volunteers, in- 
asmuch as the former had beén established 
eight years, and the latter. only as many 
months. Military gentlemen, from this 
country, had been astonished to see to what 
adegree of discipline tbe Irish yeomanry-had 
arrived, and had pronounced them similat to 
an efficient army. 

Mr. Bankes said, he was willing to admit 
the general principle supported by the last 
speaker, but insisted that it was a principle 
not.recegnized by the framers and promo- 
ters of the bill, . The reverse, indeed, was 
so much the case, that they had avowed 
that it was not their intention to make such 
an interchange as had been alluded to, The 
hon. gent. paid some high compliments to 
the Irish militia, and adduced some instances 


of the gallant services they had‘performed 


in the rebellion, and against the French dur- 
ing the last war, and particularly a small 
corps under the command of that gallant 
officer, Colonel Vereker. He opposed the 
Measure, 

Mr. Windbam said, he shou!d reserve his 


opinion on the. general subject, until the , 


bill, which had been postponed, should be 
brought forward. What he rose for in the 
present instance, was to throw: out an idea, 
| which he thought necessary for him to do on 
this occasion, lest he should be thought to 
acquiesce in sentiments from which he. dif- 
fered, although his general opinion was in 
Mnison with the hon, gent. who uttered 
them, What he meant applied to that 
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which was commonly called the love of our 
country; by that he neither meant that 
_ which embraced the general interests of the 
world, as they might be viewed by some, 
nor that contracted policy which was adopt- 
ed by others, although he admitted that 
some of the best principles that a man 
cherished in society, arose from local attach- 
ment for the country, as the particular spot 
that gave him birth; this attachment, al- 
though local and contracted, led to many 
generous acts, but still: he would not have 
it pressed too far, such as to make a man 
attend to the particular interest of Sussex 
instead of Kent, or any thing of that na+ 
ture; he wished for something more libe+ 
ral, and that gent, should take a view of 
the true interests of the British Enipire, not 
of England in contradistinction to Ireland, 
nor ot Ireland as different from England, 
but of the general and: united interests of 
both ; not that lie wished to: be understood 
to bind himself to any broad’general 'princi+ 
ple applicable to all casés of this nature, ‘for 
he knew how many virtuous sentiments ori+ 
ginated in what might. properly be‘called 
local perjudices; forattachment to’the'spot 
which gave a ‘man birth, or that in which 
his ancestors had made great achievements, 
or the like, were of that character, and in 
one sense was the love of one’s country al- 
together, for that was to prefer its- interest 
to that of the rest of mankind. He'there> - 
fore wished, that in judging of the interests 
of the British Empire, gentlemen would 
consider, as much as they could, the case’ of 
England and of Ireland as one and the saiie 
thing. Bord 
’ Mr. Secretary Yorke approved of every 
svilable cf what was uttered to night ‘by the 
right hon. gent. who had just’ sat down, 
upon the sobject of the love of our coithtry, 
and he deprecated’ the practice of endea- 
vouring to set-off one part of the Empire 
against the other in interest, for that was 
directly hostile to the true spirit of the Uni- 
on, an event from which he expected as 
great benefits to arise, as we had felt from 
the Union between England and Scotland, . 
He then proceeded'to defend the bill now 
before the house, inthe course of which he 
adverted to all the arguments which‘had 
been urged against it, and maintained the 
propriety of the measure altogéther upon 
general principles. 

Lord Folkestone objected to the general 
principles of thebill, 

Sir John Newport said he had no intention 
of calling in question parity of the mo- 
tives of those gentlemen who had entered 
certain resolutions on the subject of the 
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militia volunteering to go out of their own 
country nto another part of the Enipire. 
He considered those noblemen and gentle- 
men as persons of pure honour and perfect 
integrity, who acted from the most unques- 
tionably, virtuous feelings, whether they 
were correct in judgment or not. He said 
* he should give a vote to-night different from 
that which he gave.on a former occasion, 
upon this bill, and that arose from an under- 
standing, that no provision was at all in- 
tended to be made for an interchan ge of the 
militia of the two countries ; and he trust- 
ed, at all events, if any part of the militia 
of Ireland was to be called out of that 
country, they would-not be replaced by 
foreigners.. He took occasion to observe 
upon. the Union between this country and 
Ireland. He thought that measure had not 
been fairly treated, it had not: yet had any 
thing like-a fair trial... Those who planned 
it, and from whose talents and exertion both 
countiies. expected much for the general 
advantage of both parts of the Empire, had 
not hitherto been able to act, as could have 
been wished, and until some measures came 
from those eminent persons according to 
their sense of the utility of the Union, and 
the true spirit of it as a measure of general 
policy for the interest of the Empire, the 
nion could not be said to have been fairl 
tried. He must be allowed also to say it 
appeared to him to be impolitic to bring {or- 
ward from day to day those measures which 
applied only to particular objects, and the 
provisions of which were of a local and 
temporary nature, He wished to see some 
broad, general and permanent system a- 
dopted, equally applicable to each part of 
the United Empire, so as to consolidate the 
interests, conciliate the hearts, and meet 
the wishes of both sides; but he could not 
help saying that a great deal of the advan- 
tages the Empire might have derived from 
the good wishes of leading men, had been 
done away by the firebrands of discord of 
late employed in Ireland. 
» Mr. fox said, that his reason for rising 
now was, to. take notice of what had just 
fell from an hon, member behind him (Sir J. 
Newport). --He was glad he had now un- 
derstood the hon, member as to what he 
had said on.a former night, for he had 
thought he had east reflections on those 
noblemen and gentlemen who signed the 
resolations alluded to, relative to the militia 
going out of this country. They were 
characters ef the highest class, and for 
whom he professed to have a very warm at- 
tachment, and, ashe now understood the 
hon. member did not mean to express him- 
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self'in the way he (Mr. Fox) then under. 
stood he had done, all he would say was, 
he was sorry he had misunderstood him, and 
he begged his pardon. As to the debate 
of to-night, it had, as on some other occas 
sions, been fashionable to go into extraneous 
matter; but he should not follow the exam 
ple, there were many points staled which 
he should not discuss; but, on the point of 
the love of his country, he must say that he 
was between the two extremes, neither 
desirous that local attachmen: bould check 
general sentiment, nor that general senti- 
ment should wholly destroy local attach. 
ment. It wastrue that parliament, assueh,, 
must consider the two countries, England 
and Ireland, united in interests as one indi. 
vidual country, but while they were legis. 
lating on a measure so local in its nature, as 
that of the militia was, they must consider 
what were the dispositions of the people of 
each country, and possibly particular spots 
in each country. So that the house was 
not, in this case, to consider the act of par- 
liament upon general principles, without 
regard to local attachment ; and here came 
a difference between the friends and the 
enemies of the Union; the one wished to 
diminish, the other to increase these local 
attachments, and thé prejudices arising out 
of them; nor was it to-be at once cured, 
It was true the act of Union declared the 
two countries to be joined as one, but it 
was not by acts of parliament, but by habits 
that men felt; it was not by the statute of: 
the 6th of Ann, or the 4oth of George, 
that men regulated their feelings; these 
were not the rules by which we distinguish- 
ed between an Englishman and a Scotch- 
man, or between either of them and an 
Irishman; nor could they change a man’s 
preference fur the county of Sussex to that 
of Kent, These things depended. upon 
habits, which could not be hastily done as 
way. But there was a part of this bill that 
appeared to him to require amendment. If 
we brought into England 10,000 Irish mili- 
tia, we should have among them a great 
number of Catholics, they were all under 
the discipline of the mutiny bill, and chief 
ly if not wholly protestant officers. It was 
a part of military discipline to oblige‘men 
to go to church, One would not think 
that this power would be used for the pur- 

se of oppression, and he hoped net, but 
* submitted that either a clause should be 
introduced into this bill, or else a new bill 
should be brought in, in which provision 
should be made, by which these Catholics 
should not be compelled to follow the pro- 
testant form of worship against their scruples 
of conscience, 
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Sir Laurence Parsons observed, there 
was nothing in the articles of war by 
which they were compelled to do this. He 
then proceeded to observe on the union of 
the tworcountries; gentlemen seemed to con- 
sider:Ireland as if it were another and re- 
mote country beyond the Atlantic ; whereas 
the true way to view that matter was to 
consider the channel between England and 
[reland as a mere canal, by which a com- 
munication was to be constantly kept up 
between them. Asx to the measure now be- 
fore the house, he was a friend to it, nor 
could he omit this opportunity of observing 
that Ireland was never better taken care of 
by sea or land than at the present time ; 
which was not the case in every instance.in 
the time of the late administration, the par- 
ticalars of which, although he could, he 
would forbear to state. 
“Mr, William Smith observed, that Irish 
gentlemen appeared to him to accede to this 
measure under the idea that it was to be re- 
¢iprocal, and that similar offers were to be 
made by the English militia. He wished 
the house to Consider to what length that 
idea, if indulged, might go. He thought 
we should not try any thing of this kind 
without a gen ral revision of the militia laws, 
and an alteration of a permanent nature for 
the future, but all the present militia must 
be allowed to remain as they are, for parlia- 
ment could not, consistently with its honour, 
operate upon them by an ex post facto law. 
He thought this bill objectionable, on the 
ground Kat it would increase the price of 
substitutes, which was a tax, on account of 
men being unwilling to enter where the nature 
of the service wasextended. But above all, 
considering the character of the govt. with 
which we had to contend, not only now, but 
the govt. which France might assume if they 
should be so happy as to part with its pre- 
sent head ; and upon that idea he thought 
it was well worth the while of the house 
to consider, whether we should not adopt a 
different «ystems for our defence in future, 
although hitherto we had been indeed happy 
in that system. 

Lord Proby delivered his sentiments shortly 
against the bill. 
Col. Craufurd entered into general obser- 
Vations on the bill, and proceeded to propose 
anamendment, the object of which he said 
Was to put an end to that state of deliberation 
in which the present bill placed the militia: 
He was about to enter upon the detail 
of his amendment, when he was called to 
order by 

Mr. Secretary Yorke, who observed, that 


if he opposed the bill for its not containing 


a certain provision, the proper mode was to 
give notice of his intention to move a clause 
to that effect. 


Mr. Pytebes expressed his regret, that this 


bill was likely to pass, as it went to. take 
away an efficient force from. Ireland, which 
was to be replaced by an undisciplined army 
of reserve, . 

General Loftus, in allusion to what fell 
from an hon, gent. (Mr. Fox), as to the 
obligation on soldiers to attend places of 
protestant worship, said, that the. soldiers 
in Ireland, immediately on being dismissed 
from the parade, went to their respective 
places of worship, according to the religion 
they professed ; without any restraint: what- 
ever being laid on them. And he was cone 
fident that the same thing would be done 
here. The present bill met his approba- 
tion ;.it would have the effect of making 
better soldiers of the Irish, who always be- 
came so when taken out of their own coun- 
try. There was a great deal of good humour 
about them ; they would submit to fatigues 
more readily than other men, and officers 
generally gave them the preference. He 
thought it would produce a beneficial effect 
on the Irish militia soldiers, if they were 
enabled to witness the happiness enjoyed by 
the people of this country from their indus- 
try and obedience to the laws. ; 

Lord Euston said, that as one of those 
who had lately signed certain resolutions, 
he thought it proper to observe, that, al- 
though it might have been. necessary to send 
militia regiments to Ireland in 1798, it did 
not follow but that it was improper to accept 
the offers of regiments now. 

Mr. For said, that with respect to the 
obligation to attend religious worship, some 
arrangement ought to be made which should 
apply to regiments in all parts of the united 
kingdom. 

The Hon. C H. Hutchinson said, there 
was an instance, during the last war, of a 
commanding officer having had a man pu- 
nished for not going to the Protestant church 
along with the rest of the men. And this 
cireumstance gave rise to an ill-judged pub- 
lication from a Catholic clergyman, who 
certainly was a very respectable man ;-and 
who was well known both in Ireland and in 
England. This fact he mentioned, to shew 
that the hon, gent. (Mr. Fox) was correct 
in his statement. But it was now undere 
stood in Ireland, ) that no soldiers were liable 
to be disturbed in‘the: exercise of their 
ligious worship. “Taking the present mea- 
sure in a political, and not in a military point 
of view, he would give it: his support; be- 
cause he knew itwould: have ‘the effect of 
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Mending and joining together -in heart and 
Wend; the inhabitants of Ireland and Eng- 
land. The people of both countries might 
‘at length’ know’ each: other thus mutual 
prejudices might be done away, and the 
empire would be strengthened: and secured, 
He'wished for an interchange of the militias 
of both countries; and he was extremely 
anxious’ it) should’ not’ go abroad: that his 
Majesty's niinisters were adverse to such a 
measure: They certainly did not state that 
there:should be’ no: such interchange. It 
might be productivevof very unpleasant con- 
sequences in Ireland, if it’ was understood 


there that’ 10,000:men were to be taken 


away’ from: the country, and none sent in 
their stead: He hoped then that nothing 
would go abroad; to damp the ardour with 


which his countrymen had made their vo- 


luntary offers to! serve'in Great-Britain. 
_- Mr Whitbread: said: he’ was extremely 
anxious ‘that this’ bill: should .be followed by 
. another which might make a provision in 


favour of those soldiers who were Catholics. - 


Aecordiag: to the mutiny act, a command- 
ing officer hadthe power of compelling a 
soldier to! attend the protestant worship ; 
andthat -wasiclearly: proved by. the fact which 
an hon. gent. had stated. He wished those 
relizious:distinetions, that had long prevailed 
in Ireland, might be completely done away; 
and’ that some wise! and: wholesonie laws 
might:be enacted to. cure those radical de- 
fects whiich belonged to the: peasantry of 
that country; who, it appeared from every 
aecount, Were in a-most wretched state. 
Withregard: to: the present measure, there 
‘was no one reason’ in favourof it; it would 
not increase’ our’ public: force, nor add to 
our secarity. 
The Secretary-at War did not think this 
to be aproper’ occasion for entering into a 
discussion, with regard to making a provi- 
sion in favour of those soldiers who were not 
Protestants. Such: a measure did not ex- 
clusively: belong:to the present bill, because 
it must take: im the whole: of the army and 
navy of the kingdom. Besides, it was a 
question: of too much magnitude to be in- 
troduced*into the present bill. He thought 
it necessary, however, to observe, that the 
mutiny ‘act’ was' the same in G. Britain as 
in*lreland andthat ‘when Irish regiments 
of» militia came: over here, and were com- 
manded’by'the same officers: who command- 
ed them imlreland; no change whatever 
could-take place with regard to their attend- 
ance on»religious worship, different fronr 
what ‘at present: existed:in Ireland. ‘There 
did notwow-exist :any: grievance in Ireland 
@n ‘tha subjcets.. andiwhy should. itexist 


here, when there would be, no change that 
- could bring it about ?—The house, after g¢. 
question, divided ; 


veral calls for. the 

there appeared 
For the bill 
Against it 


Majority 


List of the Minority. 


Adair, Robert 
Barclay, Sir Robert 
Benyon, Richard 
Berkeley, Hon, G, Cran. 
Binning, Lord 
Bouverie, Hon. Edw. 
Caicraft, John 
Canning, Rt. Hon. Geo. 
Cooke, Bryan 
Courtenay, fohn 
Craufurd, Robert 
Creevey, Thomas 
Cust, Hon. John 
Dundas, Hon. Chas. L. 
Dundas, Hon.Geo,. H.L. 
Elliot, William 
Euston, Lord 
Fellowes, Wm. Henry 
Fitzharris, Viscount 
Fo'kestone, Viscount 
Fox, Hon. Chas, Jas. | 
Bankes, Henry 


Whitbread, Samuel 


Gower, Lord G. Levison 
Grenvillé, Rt. Hon. T, 
Harrison, John 
Kinnaird, Hon, Charles. 
Lambton, Ralph John . 
Laurence, French _ 
Milner, Sir William” 
Newport, Sir John 

Ord, William 
Porchester, Lord 
Portman, Edw. Berkeley 
Proby, Viscount 
Pytches, Jobn 
Scott, Joseph 

Sheridan, Rich. Brinsley 
Smith, William 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
Thelluson, Peter Isaac 


Walpole, Hon. George 


Western, Charles Callis. 
Windham, Rt. Hon. Wm 


} tellers. 


Mr. Secretary Yorke then observed, that’ 
it would be necessary to specify the periods 
for which the militia regiments volunteering 
their services should be liable to serve. He 
said that many of them had offered to serve 
during the war, and he had to state to the 
house, that besides the list of the regiments 


which was already on 


the table, the Roscom,- 


mon, Cavan, Westmeath, and Kilkenny 


regiments had since 


offered their services, 


He then moved the following clause by way 
of rider : ‘ that all voluntary offers coming 


from {rish regiments 


of militia, and accept, 


ted by his Majesty, should be binding on 
the parties so tendering their services during 
the continuance of the act.”—This clause, 
after some observations from Colonel Craae 
furd, Lord De Blaquiere, Mr. Windham, 
and the Attorney-General, was agreed to. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke then moved as an 
amendment, that instead of the bill continu- 
ing only till the ist of May, 1805, its conr 
tinuance should extend to the 25th of March, 
1806, This was also agreed to.--On the 
‘motion that the bill do.pass, 


Mr. Elliot. wished. to know whether 
some provision ought not to be made for 
trying officers belonging to the regiments 


that should come here, by officers 


taken 


from among themselves ? wif 
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‘Mr. Secretary Yorke replied, that no pro- 
yision of that kind was necessary. The 
Jrish and English militia acts were the same : 
and if militia regiments of both countries 
happened to be near each other, their officers 
might be tried by officers taken from the re- 

iments of either country.—The bill was 
then passed, and ordered to be carried to the 
lords by the Secretary at War. 

(Corn Laws,] ‘The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer rose pursuant to notice, to move for 
a committee to inquire into certain parts of 
thecorn laws of this country. He should not 
now call in question the policy of those laws, 
nor enter into any discussion how far they 
were wise and good at ihe time when they 
were enacted. But he should propose to 
make it a subject of inquiry whether the 
principle of the act passed in 1791, for regu- 
lating the import and export of corn, had 
been carried completely into effect ; arid whe- 
ther those prices that had been then fixed 
upon as the criterion for allowing the impor- 
tation and the exportation of corn, were ade- 
quate to the present circumstances of the 
country; whether they were equal to the 
present rate of money, the price of labour, 
and of all the necessaries of life. By the act 
to which he alluded, the exportation of corn 
was permitted, when the price was at 46s, in 
order to give encouragement to agricul- 
ture. He was sorry to say, the principle 
of commercial policy had not been applied 
to this subject, and, on that account, 
the growers of corn were liable to many 
hardships. And it should be the object 
of the committee he meant to move for, 
to consider, whether the export and import 
ptices fixed upon by the act of 1791, were 
_ calculated to answer the objects intended 
by that act; and whether, for the purpcse 
of giving encouragement to agriculture, it 
might not be necessary to fix a higher price 
for the exportation of corn. It would be 
no part of the business of the committee to 
inquire into the corn trade carried on be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland. That 
was to be a subject for another considera- 
tion. There were several other objects re- 
ferred to in petitions betore the house, which 
should also be taken into consideration, 
Among those were the late duties laid upon 
malt, of which the petitioners seemed to 
complain. It was with extreme reluctance 
he had felt himself obliged to impose those 
duties, which pressed so heavily on a large 
class of people. But his conviction of the 
general propriety of that measure still re- 
fained unaltered. He understood, how- 
ever, that the petitioners were for the pre- 
sent willing to wave thecomplaints they had 
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made against the operation of *this “tax. 
And the gentlemen who were to compose 
the committee, would have to consider 


what were the best measures to adopt for 
encreasing the agriculture of the country; 


_and in what manner the wishes of the seves - 


ral respectable persons who had presented 
petitions to the house might be best promo- 
ted. The right hon. gent..then moved, that 
the petitions lately presented to the house 
from several counties, praying for a revision 
of the corn laws, be read; which being 
done, he moved, ‘ that a select committee 
be appointed to inquire into so much ef the 
said petitions as related to the act passed in 
the year 1791, for regulating the exporta-~ 
tion and importation of corn.”-—The -com- 
mittee was accordingly appointed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, April 16. 


Counsel were finally heard relative to the 
Scotch Cross appeal, Abercromby v. Elphin- 
stone. After which, the lord Chancellor 
proposed, on account of the absence of a 
noble and learned lord, that the farther con- 
sideration of the case be postponed till toe. 
morrow; which was ordered accordingly. 
Tae various bills before the house were for- 
warded in their respective stages.—The bi 
for the acts relative tothe im- 

rovement of the entrance of the City oi 
pa ow at Temple Bar, was read a second 
tinve, and ordered to be committed.—It was 
ordered, on the motion of lord Hawkesbury, 
the prints being on the table, that the re- 
port of the committee on the volunteer can- 
solidation bill be taken into cansideration to- 
morrow, and their lordships summoned 
thereupon. — Ferbeck’s naturalization bill 
was referred to the consideration of a come 
mittee.—Mr. Alexander brought up froma 
the commons the Irish militia offer bill 
which was forthwith read a first time, an 
ordered to be printed.—Two private billg 
were presented by Mr, Langmead and Mr. 
Lascelles respectively, which being read. a 
first time, their lordships adjourned till for 
morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, April 16, 
(Minvutss.} Sir J. Newport RO», 
tice, that unless there was 
next returns made by the Treasurers. of the 
counties in Ireland, of the monies tevied foe 
houses of industry, pursuant ta the ondeg 
of that house, he should on that day bring 
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forward a specific motion to compel. such 
returns tobe made.—Mr. Adams brought up 
an account of the number of artificers now 
employed in his Majesty's dock-yards,—Sir 
R. Buxton said, that it was proper and ne- 
cessary that parliament should be informed 
of the names of those who enjoyed the pub- 
lic bounty ; he should therefore move, that 
an account should be laid before the house, 
stating the names of the persons now recei- 
ving pensions, together with the amount of 
all such pensions, specifying also the time 
when such pensions were granted. Orde- 
red.—Lord Folkstone moved, that there be 
laid before the house, an Account of the num- 
ber of commissions granted to officers in the 
militia, to persons not having the qualifica- 
tions as required by act: of parliament, speci- 
fying the names of the regiments in which 
such commissions have been granted. Or- 
dered.—Mr. Secretary Yorke brought up 
the militia officers’ completion bill, which, 
was read a first time, and ordered for a §e- 
cond reading to-morrow,—Mr. Dent defer- 

red his motion relative to the loyalty loan 

till to-morrow se'nnight, when he proposed 

to move for a committee of the whole house 

on that subject, and to refer the loyalty 

Joan act to that committee.—The second rea- 

ding of the army of reserve suspension bill 

was put off from to-morrow to Wednesday, 

(Sinver Currency or Mr. 
Corry referred to a notice which he had 
given for this day of a motion respecting the 
state of rhe circulation in Ireland. That 
Motion was connected with the nature of the 
dispatches which were expected from Ireland 
‘at the time he gave the notice. These dis- 
patches had since arrived, and they were 
such as to render the measure he had in con- 
templation wholly unnecessary for the pre- 
sent; for the govt. or privy council had a- 
dopted the most effectual means for relieving 
the distress now felt in Ireland respecting 
the state of the circulation, and were pre- 
paring to provide such a remedy, and that 
with all possible expedition, as the exigency 
of the case seemed to require. 
[Ayvessury On the mo- 
tion, that the bill for extending the right of 
voting for the borough of Aylesbury should 
be read-a-second time,. 

The Marquis of Titchfield renewed his 
objections to this measure, on the ground 
that no case was made out to excuse, much 
less to” justify, so grdss: a violation of the 
rights of an ancient:corporation. He there- 
fore moved that, instead of the word “now,” 
the words . “this day three months” should 
be inserted.) ; 
9 Sir John Newport opposed the motion, 
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and supported the bill, which he thonght 
would have the most beneficial tendency fg 
establish a precedent which he hoped and 
trusted would be acted upon in every cage 
where similar instances of bribery, should 
be found to prevail, io order thus to porif 
the system of our representation, and to dig. 


arm those who complain of its present state, 


Mr. Hurst considered the bill to be Quite 
unnecessary, the laws in existence being per. 
fectly sufficient to punish those who appea. 
red by the report of the committee which led 
to this measure to be guilty. The houge 
sbould therefore pause before they consen. 
ted, and particularly upon such grounds ag 
those which were laid by the advocates of the 
bill, to alter. the constitution of this borough, 
If such grounds, be observed, were admitted 
to justifiy the disfranchisement of any bo. 
rough, there would be scarcely a borough in 
the empire secure from violation. 

Lord Ossulstone said, that he was a 
member of the committee on the Aylesbur 
election, and could not feel that the mal. 
practices which were exposed in the course of 
that investigation could» susiain such a pore 
ceeding as that before the house. An hon, 
bart. had said, that such a measure as that 
under consideration would teud to bring 
about the consequences of a parliamentary 
reform. To that measure itself he had ng 
objection, but he would never consent ta 
have a question of so much importance deters 
mined upon in the way proposed by this bill, 

Mr. Francis disapproved of this measure, 
as calculated to punish ihe virtuous for ihe 
acts of the guilty, who formed the minorily 
of the electors of this borough, and whom, 
strange to tell, ‘this bill did not propose to 
disqualify. 

Mr. Grenfell stated, ‘hat it appeared in 
evidence that above 200 of the voters accept: 
ed bribes at the last election, and that the 
system of corruption which prevailed at this 
borough was flagrant, extensive and ubie 
form. 


Mr. Peter Moore said, he had opposed a 
bill last session, for preventing certain 
abuses at the election for Nottingham, on 
the ground, that the laws already in .exis- 
tence were-sufticient to punish all offences 
that might be committed at elections, On 
the same ground, he would oppose the 


present bill, He conld not consent to any 
new measure that went to alter the constitu: 
tion of a borough. Persons charged with 
offences at the Aylesbury election were pu- 
nislied already; and actions were brought 
to the amount.of near one million sterling, 
against various persons for being transgresr 
sors in this case, The house should take 
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care that it was not about to convert Ayles- 
pury into a close borough, which might be 
the case, if the right of voting was trans- 
ferred to a class.of men who did not wish 
forit, and who did not possess property 
which consituted the foundation of all right 
fo vote. 

The Master of the Rolls observed, that 
the preamble of the bill barely stated the 
existence of bribery and corruption at the 
late election for Aylesbury ; but the house 
was entirely ignorant as to the extent of 
that corruption; and he would ask, whe- 
ther it was meant to be contended, that if 
any bribery or corruption had at all been 
ractised there, the constitution of the 
borough should on that account fall? Sup- 

se the minority of the elections only had 
so guilty, was it fit that those who were 
innocent, should suffer by having their 
franchises taken from them, after having 
struggled to resist that corrupt minority ? 
Even if a great majority had been guilty, it 
would be unjust to take their franchises 
from ‘he remainder. Punish the individuals 
who were guilty; but do not’ deprive of 
their rights those electors who have not of- 
fended, and those who were yet unborn, 
The bill went to leave the guilty voters in 
the same way in which they had stood be- 
fore; but the innocent voters were to have 
their rights infringed on by the introduction 
of anew mass of voters among them, and 
the guilty were to be thrown into the same 
scale with ail these. This should rather be 
called a bill for the encouragement of bri- 
bery and corruption, Contrary to every 
principie of law, it separated a man’s in- 
terest from his duty, because there was no 
distinction made between those who com- 
mitted and those who resisted acts of cor- 
Tuprion. 

* The Secretary at War said, that particu’ar 

acts had been passed in cases of corruption 
practised at New Shoreham and Cricklade, 
and they were attended with very beneficial 
effects. He would therefore support the 
present bill. 

Mr. Serjeante Best said, the cases quoted 
by the hun. gent. who spoke last, were dit- 
ferent from the present. In the case of 
Shoreham, it had appeared, that a certain 
set of wicked pe:sons, calling themselves 
the Christian Society, had been in the ha- 
bit of selling seats in parliament for that 
borough. But here there was nothing but 
a common case of bribery, the same which 


had been practised at various other places. 


The house did not know to what extent it 

had been carried on, But when bribery had 

been practised at Durham, Ilchester, Wind- 
Vou. it, 
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sor, and other places, no such act as this 
had been thought necessary. The present 
act was bad in its principle; and was 
brought forward at a most improper season, - 
as actions in the courts of law were now 
pending against many of the parties to be 
affected by this bill, 

Mr. For said, that most of what he should 
have offered on this question had been 
anticipated by what fell from two learned 
gentlemen. And he should now content 
himself with stating, that he did not think 
the case with regard to Aylesbury so strong 
a one as ty except it from the general rule, . 
as applied to common cases of bribery and 
corruption. The Shoreham case was very 
different. He should therefore oppose the 
bill.—A division then took place on the se- 
cond reading, 

For the bill — — 68 
Against it — — 49 
Majority — — 19 

(Peemanent Taxes.]—Lord Folkestone 
desired to be informed, why the account of 
the net produce of the permanent taxes, 
imposed since the year 1793, usually laid 
betore the house on the 25th of March, had 
not yet been presented. On inquiry, he 
found that the delay had originated in some 
difficulties arising out of the consolidation 
act of last session, As .the day had been 
fixed for bringing forward the budget, it 
would be material to have that account, and 
an account of the produce of all the perma- 
nent taxes, on the table, as well as the ac- 
count of the amount of the war taxes, up 
to the sth of April. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer assured 
the noble lord, that the first account should 
be laid on the table in the couse of the 
week, that some of the others were already 
bef re the house, and that the rest should 
be produced with the greatest expedition, 

(Me. Drake's CorrESPONDENCE,]— 
Lord Morgeth rose to say a few words on a 
subject deeply interesting to the feelings and 
honour of this country. It was with pain 
he was compelled to advert to so disagreea- 
ble a subject; but the transactions that had 
lately taken place in France relative to it, 


tendered it necessary to rescue the charac- 


ter of the govt. and of the country from 
the infamous charges made by the French 
ovt. against one of our ministers at a 
Foreign court. To justify the act of vio- 
lence which had been committed by the 
French govt., it had been urged, that in- 
structions had been given by our govt. to 
that minister, to encourage and excite the 
subjects of France to the commission of the 
\* 
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most abominable crimes. As long as the 
charge against this country had been con- 
fined to the vehicles of the rancour and male- 
volence of the French govt., the noble lord 
would have thought it wise to treat them 
with the scorn and silence such unfounded. 
calumnies merited; but, in his opinion, the 
case was now altered, A_ publication had 
heen circulated at Paris, purporting to be 
_ the correspondence between our. minister 
resident at Munich, and a Frenchman resi- 
dent in Paris. By this it appeared, that 
the Frenchman had betrayed his trust, and 
put the French govt. in possession of the 
correspondence, This publication had been 
communicated to all the Foreign ministers 
at Paris; and, from* their replies, it would 
appear, that they had all, with the single 
exception of the Russian’ minister, prejudg- 
ed the matter, on allegations unproved, and 
he trusted unproveable. He should not 
dwell upon the servility with which Eu- 
rope bowed to_ the power of France, but 
he should wish to see that servility confined 
to the continent, and to have it proved to 
the world, that there was one country at 
Jeast, which was neither to be awed by its 
Mmenaces, nor aspersed by. its calumnies. 
As to the charges which had in this instance 
heen made, he thought he had a right to 
call on his Majesty’s ministers to clear them 
up. He thought he had a right to call up- 
on them in justice to themselves, in justice 
to the individual concerned (Mr. Drake), 
and above all, in justice to the character of 
the country, to refute the atrocious calum- 
nies, to repel the iniquitous charges so un- 
justly made upon the honour of the coun- 
try. He trusted he should be justified 
in calling on his Majesty’s ministers to prove 
to the world that they had not armed the 
hand of the assassin, that they had not aim- 
ed the dagger in the dark, but on the con- 
trary, that they had conducted their system 
of hostilities in that fair, open, and manly 
manner. which belongs to legitimate war- 
are. 


The Chanegllor of the Exchequer said, he felt 
obliged to the noble lord for having afford- 
ed him an opportunity of repelling one of 
the most false and unfounded charges that 
had ever been brought against the govt. of 


any civilised nation, He trusted the house 
would not expect from him, on this occasion, 
more than an. expression of that indigna- 
tion, in which, he was sure, every, sided 
dual in the country participated, at the 
atrocious calumnies propagated by a. tyran- 
nical govt,, for the purpose of covering acts 
of the most outrageous and despotic nature, 
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no instructions had been given,: or authori- 
ty committed to any minister, inconsistent 
with the established practice of civilised 
nations, inconsistent with the established’ 
system of jurisprudence, by which the con. 

uct of civilised nations is regulated. He 
could aver with the greatest truth, that no 
instructions or authority inconsistent with 
the rights of independent nations, or with 
the established laws by which civilised nae 
tions are bound, had been given to any mix 
nister, or to any individual, by his Majese 
ty’s govt. As to the construction that had 
been put upon the publication, he trusted 
the house would not expect him to enter ine 
to it; and, with respect to the correspons 
dence so published, it was impossible to he 
particular, in as much as no communicas 
tions had yet been received on the subject 
from the individual concerned. He should 
be as anxious as the noble lord, he should 
even be more anxious, on the part of his 
Majesty’s govt., to take the most efficacious 
measures to vindicate the offended hononp 
of his Majesty; for he could not but consix 
der the honour of his Majesty, and of the 
country affected by so infamous a calumny 
on his govt. The right hon, gent. repeated 
his gratitude for the opportunity afforded 
him by the noble lord, and concluded by 
declaring himself ready to give the house 
every information and explanation on this 
most interesting subject. 

AUGMENTATION BILL} 
On the order of the day being moved for the 
third reading of the bill for augmenting the 
militia of Ireland, 

Col. Calcraft rose to oppose the Speaker's 
leaving the chair. He defended the resola- 
tions of tie colonels of militia who had ase 
sembled at the Thatched-house, against the 
censure that he understood they had been 
exposed to. He thought they were drawn 
up so clearly and explicitly, that it was not 
possible to misunderstand them. It was stae 
ted in those resolutions, that deliberation by 
armed bodies was dangerous and unconstitus 
tional; that was neither more nor less thay 
the law of the land. He condemned the 
plan of the Sccretary at War for the augs 
mentation of the public force as impoliti¢ 
and impracticable ; aud he principaliy objec: 
ted to it as tending to raise that species of 
competition in the different branches of the 
recruiting service, as would render it impos 
sible for us ever to acquire q considerable 
disposable force. 

Sir Wm. Elford opposed the bill, and 
principally that part of it which went to proe 
vide for the creaticn of this force, by a bounty 


The, noble lord had: expressed a hope, that } to be paid out of the-exchequers of the Unix 
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ted Kingdom. He thought a fencible force 
touch preferable to it, in as much as it was 
equally efficient, and was not liable to the 
constitutional objections that the bill before 
the house was subject to. ; 
Mr. Pitt declared, that he was not one of 
those who objected, under all the circum- 
stances of the country, to making an addi- 
tion to the established force ; on the contrary, 
he thought it one of the objects to which the 
govt. should have directed its attention at 
the commencement of the war; but he had 
entertained hopes, that ministers would have 
found means of promoting, at the same time, 
two measures, which, in his opinion, were 
fot incompatible; first, the increase of the 
defensive force, and next, the augmentation 
of the efficient and disposable force. He | 
did not see the advantages likely to result 
fom the present measure, and he could not 
approve of seeing the militia carried beyond 
its due proportion, and thereby losing its 
characteristic benefits. That species of 
force, when properly managed, contained in 
itself the seeds of augmentation for the line, 
md this measure had no one advantage in 
point of promptitude or facility in effecting 
that augmentation. He condemned the in- 
stability of the different plans for augmenting 
the military force of the country. Ministers 
seemed to have abandoned the idea of the 
army of reserve, for no other reason that he 
could understand, but that they were disap- 
pointed in their expectations, because it did 
pot fill as fast as their former calculations 
encouraged them to hope. He would take 
an opportunity on Wednesday when the sus- 
nee of the atmy of reserve act should be 
fought forward, to enter more fully upon 
the subject of our national defence, Against 
the present measure, as being a bad ex- 
change for the country, and one of the most 
Bobjectionable measures that could be, he 
should be under the necessity of voting, not 
upon the principle of opposing an augmenta- 
fion of our military force, but that he was 
Of opinion it would have been better to have 
promoted and adhered to the operation of 

e army of reserve. 

Lord Castlereagh observed, that his right 
fon. friend (Mr. Pitt) attached more couse- 
quence to the suspension of the army of re- 
serve act than it was entitled to, With re- 
$pect to the recruiting in Ireland, he could 
‘@sert, from experience and local knowledge, 
that the Irish people could not be induced to 
enter into regular regiments, at the same 
time that they would very readily agree to 
serve in militia regiments commanded by 
gentlemen belonging to'the county in which 
they lived, and to whom they were frequent- 


ly attached in the strongest manner; and 
when they were a little time in the militia 
service, and became used to a soldier's life, 
they would have no objection to extend their 
services. 

Mr. Bankes argued against the bill, . Tt 
was admitted on all hands, that what was 
now wanted was an augmentation of our dis- 
posable force, and he could not help consi- 
dering it as a most extraordinary measure to 
propose the augmentation of that description 
of our force which was not even pretended 
to be disposable according tothe terms of 
their original agreement. He saw nothing in 
the measure which could have the effect of 
facilitating the object in view; and looking 
at it in a military light, he could not give it 
his approbation. 

Mr. Windham said, he did not think that 
the noble lord had been successful in com- 
bating his arguments. He would venture to 
object to the former bill, although it had had 
the ratification of that house; and he objecte, 
ed to the present one on account of its rela- 
tion thereto. It had been said by those on 
the opposite bench, that he, and others in 
that house, were always complaining of the 
conduct of ministers, and, in short, that 
** though they piped to us, we would not 
dance ; and though they mourned, we would 
not lament.” He, however, would still ob- 
serve, that he never went so far as to say, 


_ disband the militia,” he only wished that 


no augmentation of that system should take 
place. Ministers did not call this a dispo- 
sable force, but they said that it gave them a 
reater command of their disposable force. 
hat he denied; because the one was quite 
inconsistent with the other. The recruiting 
for the one would undoubtedly interfere with 
the other. Every one of the ministers on 
the opposite bench, seemed to be, as it were, 
his own antagonist. Every measure they 
adopted, they counteracted by the adoption 
of some other measure. In short, they were 
io the situation of a man who was haunted 
by his own spectre; the right hand was 
fighting with the left. Although they had 
already procured no less than 400,000 volun- 
teers, 70,000 militia, and 36,000 men for - 
the army of reserve, they seemed still to. be 
wishing to increase that description of force: 
destined for a limited service. Such mea- 
sures were totally at variance with one ano- 
ther. He disapproved entirely of such a 
circuitous mode of attaining the object in 
view, as that of raising men for the militia, 
as a step towards increasing the regular ar- 
my. The militia were now raised by boun- 
ty, and not by ballot; and why not give the 
force to be raised the appellation of fenci- 
I*2 
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bles? An ancient Grecian could never pro- 
duce any thing from his harp but the strain 
of love, notwithstanding the great number 
of strings on his instrament; so, in his opi- 
nion, were the ministers always harping on 
the same string; they seemed to him to énd 
always where they began. In the case of 
rebellion, it might be said, that it was pro- 
per to bring away the Irish militia from their 
own country to prevent a degree of party 
Spirit, to prevent a regiment of orange-men 
fighting against catholics. No man would 
- wish to augment the ferocity of such civil 
commotions as had occurred iv that country. 
Were any troops to be substituted for the 
militia, he should think that foreigners were 
as fit for the purpose as any other to 
prevent Englishmen or Irishmen fighting 
against their own relations. Although, how- 
ever, he might be induced to agree to the 
propriety of bringing Irishmen out of their 
Own country on that account, yet by the 
measures adopted by the ministers, he found 
that other Jrishmen were to be raised in their 
lace. He doubted not that some gentlemen 
had been induced to vote for the bill which 
had ‘lately passed, upon the principle of the 
Irish militia being thus always kept up at 
the same height. This put him iu mind of 


a certain gent. who always loved to intoxi-— 


cate his guests, and the method he adopted 
was, by keeping his punch-bow] constantly 
supplied by.an apparatus under his table, so 
that those whom he entertained were indu- 
ced to driik too much, by their perceiving 
that the quantity of liquor never decreased. 
Unless the deficiency was to be supplied by 
foreign or regular tro ps, he thought Ireland 
would be left in a defenceless state. He saw 
no prospect of that reciprocity which had 
been so often alluded to. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke, was surprised how 
the hon. gent. could find such a deficiency in 
the regular army, when we had at present, 
after a war of ten months, a greater regular 
-army than we had at the end of the last war, 
which had lasted ten years. He agreed 
that, in the present state of Europe, it was 
necessary for us to keep up a large regular 
army. A great impediment to this arose till 
within this few years, from reducing the 
army at the end of every war. Jt was the 
opinion: of the ablest and wisest men, that 
by volunteers alone it was impossible to fill 
the regular army to any large amount. This 
ought to acquit the present and former 
‘govt, for not having done more on this head. 

t was necessary at this time to augment 
every description of force. The present 
measure, beside augmenting our defensive 


force, set a large portion of our disposable 


that the privates would most probably be 


force at liberty. Ireland had not contr. 
buted its due proportion of men in the pre 
sent war, having raised only 18,600 militia, 
whereas it had raised 28 OOO in the last war 
It had raised only 7.000 out of 10,009, 
which was its quota for the army of reserve, 
The militia system in Ireland rested on the 
basis of attachment to the gentlemen who 
commanded the different regiments ; Many | 
followed these gentlemen from this motive, 
who would not enter into any other service, 
Mr. Fox said, he had formerly given his 
opinion of the general plan of defence which 
had been adopted, and he had listened with’ 
attention to all that had been said by others 
upon that subject. If 10,000 men were ac. 
tually proposed to be raised for a limited ser. 
vice he would ask, why should it be for the 
utmost possible limited service? We were 
placing carselves in a very whimsical situa. 
tion. Of 20,000 militia in Ireland, we 
were to bring 10,000 to this country, while, 
as to the other 10,000, we were making no 
provision or engagement at all. He wanted 
to know on what principle it was not alo 
proposed to enter into a similar engagement 
with the new levies? It had been answered 
that they could not be raised so cheaply; 
then why not raise them as fencibles? The 
mode of raising this proposed augmentation 
was by making an addition of 30 men to 
each company. What was to become of 
‘the regiments which might chance to be in 
this country? Were their companies of 70 
men to be increased to 100: and were-the 
30 additional men to be left in Ireland, ot 
to join the others in England ? They must, 
undoubtedly, be raised on some specific 
agreement, in order to procure their volun- 
tary acquiescence. ‘While it was said, that 
fencibles could not be procured to come to 
this country at a bounty of 4 guineas, how 
were we to get the militia to extend their 
services at that rate? Notwithstanding all 
the boast of voluntary services, ministers 
seemed afraid to broach the subject to the 
new levies, and appeared inclined to trust, 
that when men had been induced to enlist 
into a regimént which had extended its ser- 
vice, they also would not refuse an equal 
extension. The foundation of the plan 
seemed to be the proposed suspension of the 
army of reserve act ; and while ministers 
thus took one system out of the market, so 
as not to interfere with the regular army, 
they immediately add 10,000 men by a mode 
which will interfere, more or Jess, with that 
very service, by preventing its rapid im 
crease. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, observed, 
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disposed to join their comrades, and then 

the force would be so far augmented. It 

had been asked why fencibles were not 

raised instead of militia; but it should be 

recollected, that during the last war the 

fencibles were not raised for general service 

to all parts of the kingdom. The mode of 
gaising the militia had a peculiar facility - 
growing out of the natural influence possess- 

ed by gentlemen in their own vicinity, which 

was far greater than any other mode that 

could be adopted, and it had been particu- 

larly found 0 in Ireland. There was like- 

wise a very considerable difficulty in procu- ° 
ting officers for fencible corps, which was 

by 00 means the case with the militia, The 

object of the bill was to provide a Militia 

equal to that provided during the last war ; 

jt created a force of 10,000 men, to be 

saised with far greater dispatch, and to be 

disciplined in a much quicker way than any 

other description of force. The hon. gent. 

pad stated, that this measure would interfere 

with the recruiting of the regulars ; so it 

might be thought upon general reasoning, 

dat those gentlemen who were most con- 

wersant with Ireland were of opinion, that 

it would operate upon cifferent dispositions 

and classes from those upon whom the re- 

cruiting system operated; and, by a com- 

parison of the levies. of different years, «it . 
would appear that vo material variation was 
Jikely to take place. 

Mr. Canning could not but admire. the 
uniform inconsistency which appeared in 
every measure brought forward by the pre- 
senr ministers on the subject of the defence 
of the country. In the present case, he 
said, they must assume beforehand, that 
the 30 new men to be added to the militia 
companies would volunteer. If that is the 
case, he wished to huow on what pricciple, 
or from what motive, 1t could fairly be sup- 
posed they would do so? df they should 
not volunteer their services, he wished to 
know how they were to be disciplined ? 
If they were not to be attached to the com- 
panies of 70, were they to be trained asa 
distinct body ?\ If it were so, it was impos- 
sible they could make that rapid progress in 
discipline that was so necessary, and so 
much the boast of the present measore. 

Mr. Alexander observed, ti.at in Ireland 
there were no poor laws; that the lower 
classes of people were dependent in a very 
great degree on their landlords for leases of 


small portions of land from 40s. to £5. a 


year ; that they were also very much at-. 
tached to their landlords, which gave the 
gentlemen in Ireland a power of 


raising rapidly a force of militia which they 
could not do in any other way ; that the 
temptations to the lower ‘classes’ operate 
more forcibly than they do here, from the 
far superior attachment of the people tu their 
landlords ; and, as he knew this to be the 
case, that he should-give his cordial support 
to the present bill, as ¢alculated to raise a 
very considerable force for the defence of 
the country in a more speedy manner, than 
apy other, 

Sir John Newport said, that the tenants 
in the north might, doubtless; be as much 
attached to their landlords as the hon. gent. 
had described; but the north was but a part 
of the eountry, though a very respectable 
one ; and, in the other parts, the south and 
south-west of Ireland, he believed, that so 
far from its being the case, there were 
scarcely any regiments raised in the counties 
to which they belonged, but the men were 
enlisted from every quarter of the country. 

Colovel Vereker said, he opposed the pre- 
sent bill on the same principles he had done 
the last, and which he could not but couple 
with it, It had, he-said, fallen to-his lot, in 
his capacity of governor of Limerick, ‘to 
raise a great part of the army of reserve, in 
the doing which he met with infinite dif- 
ficulties. At that time it so happened that 
his regiment. was ordered to march from 
Limerick, which it did, when it was fol- 
lowed by upwards of 100 men, for several 
miles, who earnestly entreated him to attach 
them to his regiment, (>>. 

Colonel Bagwell said, he knew from his 
own experience, that in many parts of Ire= 
land, the militia regiments were raised with- 
out any difficulty in their own counties ; 
and that in the city of Limerick and the 
county of Limerick, as well as several others, 
they had actually raised regiments of militia 


* ja their own counties in the short space of 


weeks. 


Colonel Craufurd said, he should vote - 
against the bill, because he ‘had not heard 
any reasons whatever, which he could call 
reasons, advanced in support of it. 

Lord De Blaquiere paid a very high en- 
logiuin to the popularity and gallantry of the 
hon. officér who spoke near the chair (Col. 


‘Vereker), but thought his host of men who 


had wished to be attached to the regiment 
he commanded, with so much honour to 
himself and glory to his country; ought-not 
to be quoted as.an instance of the general 
bent and inclination of the country. He by 


no means approved of the present measnre, 
and if he ever gave an honest vote in his 
lite, he was sure it would be the one he was 
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bout togive against this bill. The question 
‘being loudly called for, a division took 


place, when there appeared — 
“For the bill 
Against it 


Majority - 


128 
107 


21 


- 


List of the Minority. 


Adair, Robert 
Bankes, Henry 
Binning, Lord 
Bootle, E. W. 
uxton, Sir R. 
urroughs, Wm, 

‘Berkeley, Admiral 
«Bruce, Lord 
Edw. . 
Barclay, Sir Robert 
Bradshaw, R. H. 
Benyon, R. 
Cartwright, W.R. 
€anning, Geo, 
Caleraft, John 
Coke, Thomas 
Cooke, Bryan 
Courtenay, John 
Creevey, Thomas 
‘Cowper, E.-S, 
Craufurd, Col 
Chapman, C. 

Dent, John 
Dickinson, W. 
Dickinson, Wm. jun. 
Dundas, P. 

Dundas, Hon. R. 
Dundas, Rt. Hon. W. 


Kirkwall, Vis. 
Kensington, Lord 
Lambton, Ralph 
Long, R:. Hon. C. 
Lowthér, Joha 
Lowther, James 
Latouche, J. 
Laurence, Dre 
Lemon, Sir W. 
Morpeth, Lord 
Madocks, Wm. A. 
Milbank, Sir R. 
Milner, Sir William 
Morris, Edward . 
Marsham, Lord 
Newport, Sir John 
North, Dudley 
Northey, Wm. 
Osborne, John 
Ord, William 
Ossulstone, Lord 
Petty, Lord H. 
Pitt, Rt. Hon. W, 
Porchester, Lord 
‘Proby, Lord 
Portman, j. B. 
Pytches, John 
Raine, J. 


Dundas, Hon. Chas. L. Russel, Lord William 


Dundas, Hon. L. 


Ryder, Richard 


Dundas, Hon.Geo. G. H. Sinclair, Sir John 


Dillon, Geo. A. 


Elliot, Rt. Hon, W 
Euston, Earl of 
Ferguson, James 
Fox, Hon. Chas. Jas. 
Francis, Philip 
Fitzharris, Viscount 
Folkestone, Viscount 
Fitzhugh, Wm. 
Gower, Lord G. L. 
Gregor, Francis 
Grenville, Rt. Hon. T. 
Harrison, Joha 
Hamilton, Ld. Arch. 
Hippisley, Sir John 
Henderson, A. 
Howard, Henry 

Hilf, Hon. W. 
George 


aird, C. 


Sloane, Col.. 

Smith, George. 

Smith, Hon, John 
Smith, J. A. 
Smith, William 

St. Jobn, Hon, St. A. 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
Stanley, Lord 

Scott, J. (Worcester) 
Thellusson, Peter Isaac 
Temple, Earl 

Villiers, Hon. J. C. 
Ward, Hon. T. W. 
Ward, Robert 
Walpole, Hon. George 
Wharton, John 
Winnington, Sir E. 
Whitbread, s. 
Western, Charles Callis 
Windhan, Rt, Hon.Wm, 
Wrottesley, Sir foha 
Wynne, Sir W. 
Young, Sir William 


HOUSE ,OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, April 17, 1604. 


[Votunteer Consouipation Bitt.] 
—The order. of the day being read for ta- 
king the report of the committee on this 


‘ 


bill into consideration, their lordships ‘ag, 
cordingly proceeded to dicuss the amend. 
ments made tothe bill. The amendments 
made towards the beginning of the bill 
were agreed to without much discussion, 
Those made to the 2d clause in page 3 of 
the bill being come to, 
Lord Grenville observed, that he felt the 
consideration press upon him ‘so strongly, 
that he could not avoid urging the house to 
adopt the amendment he had unsuccess. 
fully proposed in the committee. The 
clause enacts, * that every person enrolled, 
or to be enrolled, and serving as an effec. 
tive member of any corps of yeomanry or 
volunteers in G. Britain, and who shall be 
duly returned or certified as such under 
this act, shall be exempt from being liable 
to serve personally, or to provide a substi. 
tute in the militia of G. Britain, or in an 
additional force to be raised for the de 
fence of the realm and more vigorous pro. 
secution of the war, under any act or acts 
of the last session of parliament.” The 
object of his lordship’s amendment was to 
extend the purview and operation of this 


part of the clause te the acts of future 


sessions of parliament, and he accordingly 


proposed to insert after the word * parlia- 


ment,’ “ or under any act or acts that shall 
be passed in any future session of parlia- 
ment.” 
Lord Hawkesbury said, he was not con- 
vinced by the arguments advanced by the 
noble lord, either on the present or on the 
former occasion. However, in order to 
obviate the possibility of any shadow of 
jealousy or doubt being entertained by the 
public ppon the point, he should, in case 
the amendment was passed, not resist its 
insertion.—The amendment was agreed to, 
The other amendments were then gone 
through, and the biil was ordered to be 
read a third time to-morrow. —Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF,COMMONS. | 
Tuesday, April 17, 1804. 


[Minvures.] Mr. Seccretary Yorke 
brought up a list of the farther regiments 
and companies of the militia in Ireland 
that had volunteered their services to the 
United Kingdom.—Mr. Vansittart moved, 
that there be laid before the house the 
accounts of the charges. on the consolt- 
dated fund. Ordered. — A person from 
the office of the chief Sec. of Ireland 
presented an account of the Treasury bills 
outstanding for Ireland, on the ist 
Jan. 1804.—Mr. Ormesby brought up the 
report of the Dublin police bill, which was 
ordered to be engrossed.—The Sec. at 
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‘War brought up the army estimates, which 


were ordered to lie on the table, and to be 
taken into consideration on Monday next. 

Orricers.J—Mr. Secretary 
Yorke moved the order of theday for the 
ad reading of the militia officers’ completion 
‘pill, On the question being put, 

Lord Folkestone objected to the measure, 
on the ground that it was the revival of a 
former act from which no benefit had been 
experienced, If it could be shewn that 
more officers had been raised for the militia 
by the operation of that act in suspending 
the qualifications constitutionally required 
of officers entering the militia than previ- 
ously to: that act, he should have no ob- 
jection to its renewal; but if otherwise, 
he thought it very improper upon slight 
grounds to depart from the constitutional 

inciples of the militia system. He ob-. 

ted also to the bill as it contained no 
clause to indemnify those who have re- 
ceived commissions in the militia under the 
operation of the former act, and who be- 

unqualified, are liable to fines since 
the 25th of March last, when the act ex- 
ired.—The bill was then read a second 


time, and ordered to be committed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, April 18, 1804. 


ConsotrpaTion Brtt.] 
—Previous to the third reading of the vo- 
Junteer bill, 

Lord Grenville again called the attention 
of the house to the clause sanctioning the 
existence and continuance of committees, 
by whom regulations for the internal con- 
duct of the different corps were to be 
made. He deprecated, in strong terms, the 
idea of encouraging a deliberative body of 
armed men. He differed from noble lords 
on the other side on this head, in three 
several respects, In the 1st place, in a 
fetrospective point of view, he thought it 
would tend materially to remove this grie- 
vance, which previous to the Christmas 
recess was so generally allowed to require 
aremedy, that all regulations originating 
in corps or committees should, within a 
certain period, after the passing of the act, 
be transmitted for the sanction of his Ma- 
jesty, and according to his approbation or 
Tejection, 2dly, prospectively, he thought 
that all such regulations should in future 
originate with the commanding officer, by 
whom, or by the lord lieutenant they ought 
to be transmitted to his Majesty for his 
sanction, And 3dly, he objected to the 
Slause as holding out an implied appro- 
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bation of this species of an armed. delie 
berative force. He therefore moved, that. 
the clause be omitted, after which he 
should propose another in its stead, which 
he hoped would effect the objects he had: 
hinted at. 

Lord Auckland objected to the omission 
of the clause, as the noble lord had pro-- 
posed no other clause in its place which. 
could answer the objects of the act. 

Lord Grenville said, that in this stage of 
the bill he was not, by the rules of parlia- 
ment, at liberty to propose any new clause, 
till the one which he objected to was dis- 
posed of. He had endeavoured to make 
their lordships comprehend the meaning of 
his alteration, which-he again stated would. 
be to this effect: to order, that within.a 
month from the passing of this act, all re- 
gulations made by committees for the in« 
ternal regulation of their gorps, should be. 
‘transmitted to the King for his approba- 
tion; and thatall such regulations must in- 
future originate with the commanding of- 
ficer, by whom, or by the lord-lieut. they. 
should, before they were acted upon, be. 
transmitted to his Majesty and receive: his 
approbation. 

Lord Hawkesbury agreed with the noble. 
lord in wishing that no committees had. 
ever existed, but that any regulations for 
the management of corps had originated. 
with the commanding officers, under the: 
sanction of the and. been. 
then transmitted for his Majesty's approba. 
tion. The evil, however, the noble lord. 
must allow, was not a new one, and he. 
doubted the propriety of at once throwing: 
so large a body, free from’ all restraints. 
and regulations whatever.—The. Duke of. 
Montrose supported Lord Grenville’s a« 
mendment, and Lord Hobart spoke in fa- 
vour of the original clause, after which the. 
house divided.—For the original. clause, 

Contents - 25 
Non-contents 10 
Majority 15 

Sevevral verbal amendments. were.then, 


agreed to, After which the bill was read 


a third time, passed, and ordered. to be 
sent back to the commons as amended, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, April. 18, 1804, 


(Mtwutes.]—Mr, Shaw, returned meme 
ber for the city of Dublin, in the room of 
J. C. Beresford, Esq. took the usual oathe’ 
and hisseat. Lord Marsham reported from 
the committee’ on’ the Middlesex election; 
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that Benjamin Lee, a person duly summon. 
éd-to give evidence before that committee, - 
had disobeyed the summons; and moved, 
that he be committed to the custody of 
the Serjeant at Arms. Ordered —Colonel 
Gordon presented certain accounts from 
the barrack department. Ordered to lie on 
the table.—Mr. Elliot moved for a return 
of the particulars of the charges for inci- 
dents, allowances, pensions, and gratuities 
upon the department of the barrack beard 
in Ireland, since Jan. 1801. Ordered. —The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved two 
resolutions, viz. that certain ‘allowances 
made to adjutants and subaltern officers of 
militia, for the current year, be defrayed | 
out of the land tax; and that the pay and 
clothing of the Irish militia be defrayed out 
of the consolidated fund for Ireland. 
Agreed to, and ordered to be reported to- 
morrow, and the committee to sit again on 
Friday. —Mr. Rose moved for a return of 
the amount of Exchequer bills issued from 
sth April, 1798, to the same day in 1804, 
distinguishing each year, and the fand upon 
which they were chargeable, Ordered. 

[Army or Reserve SusPrension 
Biii.]—Mr. Secretary Yorke moved the or- 
der of the day for the second reading of 
the army of reserve suspension bill. 

Mr. C. Long stated, that a rt. hon. friend 
of his (Mr. Pitt) was prevented by indisposi- 
tion from attending that day in his place in 
the house. He was authorised to urge his 
objection to the further progress of the bill, 
as it was ina material degree connected 
with the object of the motion, which his rt. 
hon. friend proposed bringing forward, at 
an early day next week. To-morrow, he. 
thought, would be too early a day; Friday 

was already appointed for another impor- 
tant discussion; and he presumed Monday 
or Tuesday might be convenient. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, certaioly it was 
his wish to accommodate the rt. hon, gent.; 
and, ashe understood there was no objec- 
tion to putting off till Monday thé other 

- discussion, the~ bill might proceed to the 
next stage on Friday. ; 

Mr. Adair, on the part and in the absence 
of his rt. hon. friend, Mr. Fox, declared 
there would be no objection to postpone his 
motion ti|l Monday.—After a few obser- 
vations from Sir R. Buxton, the bill was 
read a second time, and ordered to be re- 
ferred to a committee on Friday next. 
~The Cha-cellor of the Exchequer said, that 
he expected on Tuesday next to receive 
dispatches from Ireland, on the subject of 
~ the negotiation of the loan in that part of 
the United Kingdom. It was, therefore, 


143°] PARL. DEBATES, 18, 1804.—Army of Reserve Suspension Bill. 


ment of 10,600,000/. 


his wish to. postpone the consideration of 
that branch of the public supply, till after 
the arrival of such information.—The bud, 
get was then postponed to Monday se’n. 
night. 

{[Excnraver The house resol 
ved itself into a committee of ways and 
means. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, 
that it was at present his intention only to 


‘movesthat 124 millions be raised by exches 


quer bills for the discharge of the bills which 
were now outstanding. He should submit 
to the house at a future period a motion for 
the raising of the remaining sum of 5 mil. 
lions to complete the sum. which he had al. 
ready mentioned. The Bank had agreed to 
postpone the payment of the 14 million 
which they had raised in 1798. He was in 
consequence enabled to pr: pose to the com. 
mittee that only the sum of 9! millions be 
raised in the present instance. I[t was not 
the intention of govt. that any part of the 
debt should be funded, but thet all the ae 
mount which he then moved for shou!d be 
kept outstanding. This he purposed doing 
by two separate bills, the one for § millions 
and the other for 1) million. 

Mr. Johnstone observed, that the whole 
amount of exchequer bills would, if the 
committee acceded to these resolutions be 
24,600,000/. If he allowed for the 1! mil- 
lion payable to the Bank, which thry had 
agreed to postpone the payment of, it would 
be evident that upwards of 23 millions 
would be then outstanding. Jt was not: 
usual to have so large 2 sum in circulation at 
so early a period of the year. He believed 
that the deterring of such a measure would 
be very advantageous to the putlic, and 
thought that the mght hon gent. would find, 
that at no period was there ever so large a 
sum as 23 millions in circulation so early as 
April. 

The Chancellor, of the Exchequer said, that 
the hon. gent. bad fallen into error from the 
circumstance of his not having perused the 
accounts upon the table, It was there stated 
that provision had been made tor the pay- 
There was therefore 
only the sum of 14 millions remaining. of the 
amount which tne hon gent. alluded to: 3. 
millions were locked up in the Bank for the 
renewal of their charter, which reduced the 
sum to 1! millions: and, when he stated 
that the Bank had agreed to with-hold theit 
demand for the payment of 1 million, the 
committee would then see that he was cor- 
rect in stating that the sum of 9} was all 
that would be wanting for the present issue 
of exchequer bills, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. . 

Thursday, April 19. 
{Minvres.]—Counsel were heard rela- 
- five to the appeal from Chancery, Richard- 
son v. the University of Oxford, viz. Mr. 
Plomer on the part of the appellant m 
continuation. The farther consideration 
of the case was adjourned till Wednesday 
next.—LordViscount Maynard was sworn, 
and took his seat.—The bills upon the ta- 
ble were forwarded in their respective stages. 
(War Inp1a.]—The Earl of Car- 
lisle observed, he had to move for some 
necessary information, as preparatory to a 
subject of considerable importance, and 
which he thought particularly worthy the 
serious attention of that House; especially 
as rumours strongly prevailed, which in- 
duced a suspicion of the propriety of that 
conduct. He alluded to the commence. 
ment of hostilities in India. However, 
what in the present instance he should pro- 
pose,-he thought so obviously unobjec- 
tionable, as that no sort of resistance 
‘could be meditated against his motion; 
which was, “That an humble address be 
presented to his Majesty, praying his Ma- 
jesty to give directions, that there be 
' ‘laid before the House an account of the 
date of ‘instructions sent to the offi- 
cer commanding the naval force in the 
East Indies, previous to his Majesty’s 
message to Parliament, on the present 
rupture, with the date of their arrival in 
India; and also the date of instructions 
‘sent previous to the actual rupture, with 
the date of their arrival in India.”— 
His Lordship said, the subject was of 
importance, nor was the information re- 
quired by him of a nature that could 
roduce any disadvantage to the pub- 
ic service. He shoyld not, therefore, 
trouble their Lordships with any further 
observations, as he could not conceive 
any grounds on which these papers could 

be refused by his Majesty’s government. 
Lord Hawkesbury said, he had no ob- 
jection to the production of the papers in 
question.- In opposing the motion, which 
he rose to do, he proceeded on other 
_ gtounds, There were two sorts of papers 
which might be called for in Parliament ; 
one of that nature, that there need be no 
particular reason assigned for calling for 
thet, it ‘being plain, a a general rule, 
that nq inconvenience could arise from 
thial-being produced. Of this kind were’ 
nts relative to the revenue; and’ 
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many othefs might ‘pe’ ifistahced.. In alt 


‘| such cases, the onus probandi lay on the 


govt.; if they refised the papers, they” 
must shew a particular reason applied to 

that particular case, because the business 

to whith such accounts and papers re- 

ferred, grew. out of the proceedings of 

Parliament. But the 2d kind was very . 
different: it respected proceedings growing 
out of the discretionary exercise of the 
executive baat and though it was com- 
petent to Parliament to call for papers of 
this kind, it was aot the parliamentary 
custom for any noble Lord to make a mo- 
tion to that effect, without assigning the 
reason which should induce the House to 


‘interpose its authority in that particular 


case. The motion of the noble Earl came 
distinctly under this last division; and he 
must oppose it, because he had heard no 
reason urged to prove its necessity or use. 
With respect to the papers moved for, he 
had no hesitation in saying, that instruc- 
tions were forwarded to the East Indies 
after the rupture was foreseen, with all 
possible expedition. 

The Earl of Carlisle said, he had used 
no particular argument to induce -the 
House to agree to the motion, because he 
could not have imagined it would be op. 
posed by his Majesty’s ministers. He 
would now, however, inform the noble Sec. 
of State, that this was a subject of no 
small moment, that there were very disa- 
greeable rumours abroad, that the public 
opinion did not coincide with his Lord- 
ship’s statement, and that the House had 
a right to know the facts from documents, 
and could not be justified in a matter of 
this consequence, in taking the mere as- 
sertiun of ong of his Majesty’s ministers. 
He would the noble Lord, there was 
a report, on authority, perhaps as good as 
his Lordship’s, that Admiral Rainier did — 
not receive his instructions from govt. til 
17 days after the rupture was announced 
in India by private letters from England ; 
and that the French Admiral, Linois, h 
in the interval, while the English Admi 
was néar him, cut his cables in the night, 
and withdrew his squadron in safety; no 
doubt, having received his instructions 
from his govt. He was informed, that when. 
the dispatches were sent by govt. to India, 
they were sent by a frigate, which, so far 
from going directly, and with the utmost 
expedition, convoyed a fleet, and touched 
at Lisbon. He did not know how far 
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what might be the exact foundation of the 


public opinion ou this.subject; it was’ his 


duty, and-that of the House,, to ascertain |’ 


the truth, and to inquire if there had been 
any culpable neglect, If there .had not, 
he gaye. govt. the opportunity to repel) 
those aspersions. 

_ Lord Hawkesbury said, he had heard no 
argument from the noble Earl to. induce 
him to change his opinion. As to the 
statements of the noble Lord, be entirely 


_ denied them, with all possible. civility cer- 


tainly; but he meant to say the noble 
Earl was misinformed. Previous to, his 
Majesty’s message, instructions were sent 
‘to Admiral Rainier a second time, between 
that and the rupture; and again on. that 
event. Instructions, in the first, instance, 
had been sent as early as possible, and. by 
the most speedy conyeyance, and had ar- 
rived in an unusually short time... 


Earl Spencer said, he came down with- 
out any previous knowledge of. this mo- 
tion; but, after, he. had ,heard what had 
been urged by. the noble Karl, and the 
answer of the noble Sec, of State, he felt 
it his duty to support the motion. With- 
out dissenting from the noble Lord. oppo- 
site to him, as to the principle on which 
papers were graated or refused, he thought 
the noble Earl had laid a parliamentary 
and. proper, ground for demanding the in- 
formation in question. He thought mi- 
nisters, could not refuse the papers, with- 
out acknowledging the charge advanced, 
not by the noble ‘Earl, but by the public 
voice, ‘The motion gave the govt. an op- 
portunity to defend. themselves from a 
very beavy charge. It was no light ques- 
tion, whether the earliest information and 
instructions-had been conveyed’ to Admi- 
tal Rainier or not. Suppose the French 
in that quarter had been superior in force 
ie us, instead of the contrary, what might 
nave béen the result of their receiving the 
intelligence of the rupture earlier than our 
Admiral? And, inferior as they were, 
what benefit may we not have lost by this 
tardiness in sending dispatches, if the fact 
be as the public feeling seems to declare? 
With respect to the degree of expedition 
which was used-on the part of our govt., 
in forwarding dispatches of such import- 
ance, he woald ask, did they arrive in 
India. previously to the 12th of August? 
and farther, were they not sent in, a fri- 
gate which was encumbered with ‘Convoy? 


and did not the vessel actually touch at | . 
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what was desired would appear from the. 
production ‘of the’dates.~ 
Lord Hobdrt maintained, that public 


rumour. was not a. parhameytary ground 


to justify the. calling for papers. If that 
were adinitted, every one ,of. their Lord- 
ships, as they severally happened. to be 
affected “by the public tales of the day, 
might impede the executive govt. by calling 
for papers, ;, His Lordship asserted, that 
every degree of possible expedition was used 
‘in forwarding the dispatches in question to 
India, and that they arrived at the differ- 
ent presidencies. in an extraordinarily short 
interval,, Information of. an important 
nature had been received hy Admiral Rai- 
nier, aud at a period, if not earlier, as 
early as..any intelligence received by the 
French 1 Ppt as, In point of fact, it 
was at the time of the British Admiral be. 
ing actually deliberating upon the expe- 
diency of taking steps to secure the French 
squadron, that the latter slipped her ca- 
bles, and got away. d ee 
The Earl of Carnarvon said, the noble 
Lord who had just sat down had stated, 
that Admiral Rainier. received information 
of the state of affairs from some quarter; 
this might be, and yet govt. be no 
less culpable. It was the duty of Parlia- 
ment to inquire, whether govt. had dis- 
charged its duty in this most important 
point? If our squadron had_ received 
timely instructions, there could be no 
doubt the French would now be the 
weaker by the loss of their squadron un- 
der Linois; and the mischiet be had done 
in the E. Indies, and might still do with 
that squadron, would have been avoided, 
The strongest parliamentary ground was 
laid for. the motion, and he should most 
heartily give it his vote. 
Lord expressed his.opinion as 
to the principle which should regulate the 
conduct, of Parliament upon such occa. 
sions as the present. Upon the first ap- 


pearance of the present question, regard+ ~ 


ing such considerations in the light he did, 
he was rather inclined to. oppose the mo 
tion; but, in consequence of what tran- 
spired in the conversation, he, thought a 
case so far made out as to shew the pro- 
priety of acceding to it.—The House then 
divided on the Earl of Carlisle’s motion, 
when their appeared, 
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ne, of 
 Besborough, Earl 


“Harrowby, 

Headfort, of 

Kenyon, “bord 


dford, Duk. of 


Borringdon, Lord: King, Lorde.) 
arnarvon, Earl of” Minto, Lord 


Cowper, Eart’ 
Derby, Earl 
Darnley, Earl - 
Dundas, Lord | 


“Montrose, Duke of 

Romney, Earkofi .. 
Spencer, Earl, 


Earlof, Stafford, Marquis 
itzwilliam, ‘Earl? Talbot, 
Fortescue, Earl Upper Ossory,; Earl’of 


Grenville, Lord And four! Proxies. 


Orre® 
beder’ of the day for the second reading ‘of 
the bill, for enabling his Majesty. to» ac- 
cept of the voluntary offers of service of 
the Irish’ militia ‘in G Britain, ‘being 
pend, 

Lord Hobart said, he should: not trou- 
ble their Lordships at_ much length in be- 
balf of this measure... Many of their, Lord- 
ships, he believed most of them,-would 
acknowledge ‘its expediency, if not’ car- 


ried too far, as a general principle, He 


would not press the question of extending 
the principle, but merely contend for ac- 
cepting the services of the Irish militia 
now, and to the extent named in the bill, 
Whether govt.. would. use. this. discretion, 
or to what extent, must be left to-cireum- 
stances; but he thought 'no evil’could arise 
from allowing: govt, “that discretion, thus 
limited, He pressed the measure as one 
standing by itself, and not calli for re- 
eiprocity of offers, from the Biglishy mili- 
tia, of service in Ireland. It was’ not’to 
be. understood, that, the English militia 
were to be pledged this: acceptance. of 
the ‘services of the Irish militias? “They 
Would be perfectly free, in this’ respect, as 
if the bill did not pass, without,any im- 
putation on their courage or. loyalty, which 
could be-questioned by no one: ‘Thevuti- 
lity. of the “méasure, ‘in adding 10,000 
wien,. in fact,. to our disposable force, was 
sufficiently obvious; and, in» the’ view. he 
taken Gf the! could® not. anticipate 

fey objection, “With respect’ to thé-other j 
bill, although it might. be considered. as 
gre wing out of this; lie. would: nap .consi- 

er it as necessatily following upowityan- 
léss the Hause should ‘be disposed: "36 
do... He was. rather, willing to,narrow the 
question mérely to the present bill....His 


Lordship concluded by mov ing, “ That this 


bill be now read’ a second, time." 
Lord Borringdon said, the bill must. be 
defended, either upon the partiqular- cir- 


of good faith with them, 


 cimstances of ‘the ease? or on the general 


| priniciplé™ reciprocity of the services. 


of the militias of the two countries. He 
had not heard a ‘single circumstance from 


the’ noble’ Lord, ‘to’ prove ‘the necessity 
the measuré!’’ But he beliéved, if the two 


countries, their ‘positions relative to the 
enémy, and their respective strength, were 
‘poe exainjned, it ‘would: be found,’ that 
none Of, thése ‘could sanction the removin 
sO large’ a‘force’ from’ Ireland at this dan 
gerous momelit. “It ought not to be for 


gotten, that’ twice durin Jast war, the 


encthy made ‘an upon” freland, 
and’ ‘succeeded Yanding a’ force 
proposition, ‘therefore, at Ireland, so 
much more exposed than’ ‘this country, 
and weaker ‘in herself,” should’ send ug 
10,000 men’ at’ the’ ‘very ‘moment ‘when 
danger most threaténed’ Her. There was 
something 50 in. this, could 
not argue it longer. But: there were reas 
sons, it should seem, ' Re ‘the natute of the 
Irish militia, which théif Lordships’ 
easily concejve from the state of the coun 
try, that might’ ‘make ‘it’ prudent to with, 
draw ‘part’ of. them “from Treland. 
would “not undertake" disprove that. 


But then ‘he would agk, why the. 


Irish militia ? ‘This. was a4 ma whi 
he should have no to avoid, 
the situation of the ‘ministers. It was ni 
matter whether the other bill was ‘to a 
argued with ‘this or ‘nét} Ministers’ ha 
made the augmentation part of ‘the ‘plan 
had avowed the intention, and 
he ‘must’ throw” them. on “the ‘dilemma! 
With respect to’ the principle of ‘the’ pre- 
sént ‘measure, he ‘detested ‘and would té 


as | sist. it “with” the, ‘utmost of his power. 


weht, contrary | al} the principles ‘of’ cj. 
vilized’® "society, to “toletate’ deliberati 
armed bodies,” “This “bill is introduced ‘fo 
the purpose: of” “inviting the’ militia 
to services to Ireland: 
intention of reciprocity fas bet 
pen! fged, ‘and the” stib- 
hopes?” “How ‘is’ it to be 
by! ‘the tespec4 
cohsidering ‘the! qhestion of ‘offerin 
bodies; and of society, endu 


the’ idea? But the méagure is also a vidlad 


tion Of the constitution. of this ‘country, 
especially of the militia itself. TP ig’an-uns 
ptincipled, dangerous, inexcusable breach 

has no mos 
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tive to recommend it, and .every motive 


to induce the House and the nation to 
view it with repugnance. 
nd expectation in one quarter, that the 
“reciprocity” will consolidate the interests 
and affections of the two countries, . He 
entreated their Lordships not to deceive 
themselves with the hope of seping the 
interests and affections of the two coun- 
tries Eanealidates, while a noble, Lord of 
te se continued to fill 
e highest sation, of the law in Ireland, 
those letters Lond Fingal, 
‘wounded every man 
d while those. rims were not expressly, 
bythe govt, He. hesought 
Lordships Rot ta deceive | 
With the expectation of the interests and 
affections of G. in and Ireland being 
d, while that 
, the basis of whose power was, 
en section of pe: measure: which alone 
erences and cordially 
fection and, interests of the 


n u 

p hones "yo 

of that he .had 

recommended. He hoped to. see 

two realms united in name only, 

ut 


by Jegal. ties, a perfect commu- 
intrest ad by mutual 


nite, 


The ort urged the, ar, 


(a of men on which 


to meet the dangers o 
We must, not tand upon s 

but, ake all our, as dis- 
see the union between G, Bri- 
Ireland pis gthened by the reci- 


‘which had 80 


ned; and he hoped. to see 
man (Mr. Pith at th 


rahe d effected ted, that 
measu: Ynion, 
Earl Fitzwilliam that: websd 


But there .is.a| 
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no need of the Irish militis,. with the force 
we had rg n volunteers, militia, and Teguy 
lars;.and he considered the measure ag 
an insult upon G. Britain. The recipro» 
city he considered as destructive of the 
principle on which the English militia wag 
raised, and tending to annihilate the mi- 
litia of both countries, 

The Duke of Norfolk conceived the mi- 


litia of the country the most me a 


indeed the only constitutional force, 
as such should be strictly kept to its ori. 
ginal principles. This bill appeared ta 
him to violate those principles, and there- 
fore to be highly improper, He expressed 
the greatest approbation of the “ Resolu, 
tions of. the meeting of militia colonels 
and officers *,” and regretted that he wag 


The following is a correct copy of the Revolutions 

to, to by the Duke of Norfolk ; 
t a. Meeting of Lords Lieutenants of Coun; 

§* ties, ahd Members of Parliament, holding come 
# missions in the militia of G. Britain, held at the 
‘© Thatched House Tavern, Tuesday, April 10, 
1804, the following Resolutions, unanimously 
“‘ adopted, were directed to be published in the 
public papers That the militia of G. Bri 
“ tain, as by law established, is asystem well consi, 
dered; safe, and. efficient for the purpose for which . 
“it is provided; well considered, as bringing. into 
“ the defence of the country all the orders of its in, - 
habitants; safe, as placing the great permanent mi. 
“ litary onthe under the command ef those whose _ 


+ interest in ation of the country and its 
fords the best possible pledge of ze 
“and fidelity ; efficient, as farnishing at the shorte 
‘'nétice a Body of well-trained soldiers, sufficient 


“to meet a sudden emergency.—2dly. That the mi 
is “Tita of G. Britain is bound to the country for ong 
at and important purpose, distinctly specified, 
a To vary the conditions of engagement, without the 
‘+ consent of the parties, would be a manifest breach 
‘© of compact; and to deviate from them, even with 
“their consent, will endanger the future existence 
<¢ of an establishment, recognized by parliament 4 
“essential to the constitution—3dly, That it 
& dangerous to permit armed men to become delibe- 
** wative That under existing circum, 
‘$ stances there appears no sufficient, cause for any 
s change in the system of the militia of G. Bri 
“ and BaF is therefore prudent and expedient to mains 
“tain it on the wise and well-considered principles 
on which it was originally established, and cee 


“it to thé specific impo 
“ be wise becide at this mome 


*¢ the question of r at 
$$ ign ‘of chat question demands a separate 


bd distinct consideration, and ought not to be intre 
“ Aes: into discussion, collaterally and indirectly.’ 
TWORTH FITZWILLIAM, Chairmani 


Desens Stanley Lowther 
Eust John Frederick Pewee 
Buckinghamshire W GoreLangton, Cust 

ohn Calfraft 
H. Fellowes G. H. 
Folkestone Cooke  Cawdory 
Marsham G. H. Cavendish 
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not in a situation to attend the meeting, 


| and.add his name to the list of signatures. 


Disapproving of the present bill, as. he 
certainly did, he yet could not think mi. 


' nisters so much to blame as they were re- 


nted; the example set them by their 
sors, some years ago, was among 


the legacies of violation to the constitu- 


tion; which those former ministers had left 
them. He said, he was so far from agree- 
ing with the noble Marquis, in wishing for 
the return to his Majesty’s.councils of the 
person alluded to, that he earnestly depre- 
cated it. This measure was one that he 
had left, among others, to the injury. of 
the country. He had loaded the nation 
with taxes it could scarcely bear, and had 
scarcely left one principle of the constitu- 
tion untouched, 

_ The Earl of Limerick said, the debate 
had turned on the Union, rather than on 
the question before the House. He main- 
tained the benefit that would result from 
the reciprocity so eagerly condemned. 
He instanced the Scotch militia, which was 
common to the Southern part of the island, 
and the English to the northern. He did 


~ not know why the Irish militia might not 


be deemed worthy of the same service; 
except their accent or their blunders were 
to be objected. He thought some great 
persons in this country were infected with 
the habit of blundering. A late meeting, 
80 highly praised by a noble Duke, con- 


_ fisted of military men, assembled in their 


capacities of colonels of regiments, yet 
their principal resolution is, that it is un- 
constitutional and unsafe for military men 
to meet for the purpose of deliberating. 
After making some further comments on 
the resolutions, his Lordship advanced se- 
yeral arguments in favour of the present 
measure. He would support it on account 
of its being a prelude to the speedy inter- 
change of the militias of G. Britain and 
teland. He also supported it, because 
he believed the bringing over Irish militia- 
men to this country would have the effect 
of making them better soldiers. than they 
etherwise could be. It was observed by 
several able writers, and confirmed by 
history, that Irishmen never made such 
_ © The Chairman having le i 
Duke of Devonshire 
That the thanks of this meeting be given to Lord 


Fiawilliam, for calling their attention toa subject of 


* such high importance, and for the able, judicious, 


and constitutional manncr in which he conducted 
“the business,” 
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good soldiers in their own country, as out 
of it. It was with considerable pain he 
looked back. to the conduct of some: of 
them at Castlebar, in 1798. But any pers 
son wha wished to know how they con- 
ducted themselves in other countries, need 
only refer to the history of the battle of 
Fentenoy, and:the late victories in: 
He believed there. were some noble Lords 
then present, who could bear testimony to 
the conduct of Irish soldiers om that me- 
morable occasion. Another reason why 
he wished for this bill was, the: advantage 
always derived from sending soldiers away 
a considerable distance from the places 
where they were raised; this had been 
constantly done in G. Britain, and he wag 
confident that Irish soldiers would be very 
much benefited in every respect from re» _ 
siding in this country. Besides: what he 
had already stated, there was a circume 
stance connected with the internal. situa. 
tion of Ireland, which it was 
material to take notice of, in considering 
the present subject. The spirit of dis 
affection still existed in Ireland; and — 
there was reason to fear that it would still 
be exercised with a view of corrupting the 
brave men who now eonstituted the: militia 
regiments of that country. ‘Therefore, ak. 
though he had no reason to doubt their 
fidelity, he thought it would be better to 
remove as many of them as possible from 
a place where they were exposed: to such @ 
danger. Censure had been» repe 
thrown out against the conduct of the p 
sent Ministers. In his mind they .were 
wholly unfounded; and he: was confident 
nothing could be brought forward to prove 
that his Majesty's present government had 
in apy respect conducted. themselves 
in the management of the public affairs: 
Lord Carleton said, that fram every cons 
sideration he had given the present’ meas 
sure, he considered the advantages su 
rior to any inconvenience likely to arise 
from it, that it should meet withvhis 
support, But he approved'of'the meas 
sure On account of the great benefit which 
the lower ordersof the Irish who belonged 
to militia regiments :would derive ‘from 
coming to and mixing with the people of 
this country. He was bappy at the pros 
spect of their being likely to imitate im 
some degree, the mauners and character of 
the virtuous peasantry of England... There 
was no doubt but that many Irish gentles 
men would feel a great inconvenience iti 
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being obliged:to:come over here's this 
was ‘trifling circumstance, compared to 
the-advantages which G. Britain must de- 
rive from having: so large a force brought 
over here. © His\Lordship ‘alluded the 
letters of Lord Redesdale, ‘and: defended 
his Lordship from the unfavourable infer- 
gnces attached: to them, thinking it incum- 
dent.on noble Lords who censured him in 
bis absence, to lay some adequate’ ground 
ofjudgment before the Houses) 
bord :Boringdon adverted to the nature 
of the documents in question, which their 
| eaten would recollect could not regu- 
rly be moved for. 
o»The Lord Chancellor saidy it was im- 
possible for him!to remain silenty ‘after the 
just charges which, in the course of that 
bate,. bad; been: thrown out against a 
noble .person®(Lord Redesdale) who had 
dong ‘been his:dearest and most: intimate 
friend, and against’ whom uncommon pains 


lad:lately been taken to excite a most 


andediprejudice. Amidst all the animo- 
sity, the violence, and injusticey:which had 
been engendered by the French revolution, 
hardly been supposed ‘that 
a@spersions of such. a/ nature ‘would have 
been thrown -outiagainst his noble friend ; 
and..in. avway, too, by which’ he was pre- 
¢luded:anm opportunity of defending him- 
selfagainstcthem.. He could affirm that 
that: noble: Lord:had fully earned‘and me- 
rited the rewards he obtained for his long, 
laborious; .and» useful services, and that 
his.character,: for strict: hononr and inte- 
grity, stood aschigh:as that of. any mah ‘in 
Butsome persons had thought 
proper toicharge him with having used ‘ex- 
ions; hostile to the interests of a large 

y of people iniIreland. ‘And what-did 
this charge rest.upon?: Nothing else but a 
publication «purporting to. be» corre- 
spondence between him and ‘another noble 
Lord im |reland:: a: publication which’ his 
noble friend! had had: no hand in sending 
inte-the world ;:which. ought not to have 
gone; farther than the individuals between 
whom the: correspondence had. passed’; 
andawhichycif itibad not been: stolen: out 
ofthe packbt of the noble person:in whose 
thie original: was, would. never 
its;appearance, such a 
publicatini therefore as: this, which could 
not-be regelarly: brought forward by way of 
defetice, a: sufficient ground for: throwing 
against a manof 
the high. character which . his: nable. friend 


bore? Besides, he wished it to be consi-. 


dered how far the former conduct pursted. 
by his noble’ friend ‘could justify these 
charges. ‘ Would it be forgotten, that he 
had been on many océasions, the most 


land? that he had been their best friend? 
And now he must, without any foundatién; 
be charged with being their enemy. — He 


of his dearest friend, whose worth and ex- 
cellent qualities’ he had long known,\ and 


‘still held in the highest estimation ; and 


whose friendship he hoped to preserve as 
long as life existed’ in his body.—Having 
thus felt himself impelled to say so much 
in vindication of ‘the character of his 
friend, he should ‘say a word or two in 
support of the present bill.’ He could not 
see any force in the objection that this 
measure would convert the militia ‘Tégi- 
ments of Ireland into deliberative bodies; 
he saw nothing hke deliberation in’ their 
expressing their willingness to serve in any 
particular place out’of their own country, 
But the objection had still less force, when 
such a change of servicé could be proved to 
be useful... Suppose that a body of troops 
had ‘agreed to ‘sérve only in a particular 
partor county of England, and that sucha 
necessity should occur as to render that 
assistance highly useful in the next county, 


from which they might be separated only 
bya river; if they should offer such assist- 
ance, would it be dangerous to accept of 


deliberative power in‘ military men? Cer/ 
tainly not; and the same’ reasoning now 
applied to the offers of service made by 


whether: this force was actually wanted by 
G. Brita at this time ;- he believed it was 
not;-but’ would. it not be highly useful to’ 
have such an accession, as should enable 


furce to other purposes ? Upon the whole, 
this bill rhetiwith his most decided appro~ 
bation and supporti 


The Earl of Carnarvon. began by taking 


Limerick had made to'the Resolutions late. 
ly. entered. into. by several ‘militia officers 
and: declared, that if he had “been in town 
at the time they were entered into, -he 
should haye put, his name to them, The 


noble Lard, after making some observa- 


tions on. the blunders’ sometimes com, 


mitted’ by people in that country from. 


pews he came, imputed to the persons 


strenuous advocate for the Catholicsof Tres 


thought proper to say thus much in behalf: 


to which they were bound not to go, and 


it? Would it be recognizing a dangerous’. 


regiments in Ireland,’ He would not ‘say, 


the govt, to convert a large disposeable. 


notice of the allusion.which the Earl‘of 
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‘who had signed those resolutions, ‘that 
they had committed a blunder in so doing: 
The imputation could, with mutch more 
justice, be thrown against those persons 
whose measures that noble Lord support- 
-ed. The whole of their conduct, from 
beginning to end, was a series of blunders. 


, What was their conduct on the present oc- 


casion? It was a breach of faith,' and that 
‘which went to complete the destruction ot 
the only constitutional. force we now had 
remaining. ‘There. was no necessity for 
doing this. The militia of Ireland: formed 


_ its constitutional defence” and if so, why 


deprive that country of it?) and why: bring 
her constitutional force over here? ‘The 
faith of govt. was pledged to the Irish mi- 
litia regiments, that they should not be 
sent out of that country; and they might 
as well send them to Jamaica or Ceylon, as 
toG. Britain. One of the reasons which had 
been advanced in support of this measure 
was such as rendered it more objection- 
able than any other,,in his mind, and 
that was the probability of its leading to an 
interchange between the militias of G. 
Britain and Ireland. He considered that 
such a step as that-would completely de- 
stroy every constitutional principle which 
still belonged to this force. The govt. had 
already nearly destroyed the constitution 
-of the militia, and this would be giving it 
the finishing blow. The measure was preg- 


with mischief, and could not. be at- 


tended with one advantage whatever. . 
Lord Auckland said, that those who had 
brought forward ahd supported the present 
measure, never held out any such idea as 
that of its leading to an interchange of the 
militias of both countries. No such thing 
was understood; and Ministers had not 
said so. But while he stated this in point 
of fact, he thought it necessary to give it 
as his opinion, that an interchange of that 
kind would not only be not unconstitu- 
tional, but would be highly beneficial to 
both countries. _ No comparison could 
possibly be more inapplicable than. that 
made by the noble Lord, when he. said, 
that govt. might as well send the Irish mi- 


-litia to the Kast or West Indies. . There 


was a material difference between sending 
troops to a distant colony, and sending 
them from one part of the same kingdom 
to another, Every objection that could 


formerly have existed against an inter-_ 
‘change with Ireland, must be now com- 
pletely done away, on. account of the’ 
~union with that country; and he saw no: 
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reason why the little Irish’ Charinel ‘should 
cause a greater separation between G! 
tain and [reland, ‘than a large river would 
between ‘two'counties. atiy one part ‘of 
the united ‘kingdom was attacked by a for- 
midable force of the enemy;’ would -it ‘not 
be proper to have the assistance of troops 
in-any, even the most distant part of the 
country? If an attack should ‘be made On 
Kent, would not militia regiments be'sent . 
for fromCheshire, if they were*not wanted 
there? And if it was justifiable to send to 
Cheshire ‘for them, what objection could 
there be to bring militia regiments’ fromt 
Ireland, which. was as much a part‘of thé 
kingdom as Cheshire? But here the men 
were not ordered away ; for they volunta- 
rily offered to come. Now, with regard 
to. the objection, that the acceptance of 
those voluntary services would be to re- 
cognize a deliberative power the regi< 
ments, it did not appear’ to’ him that any 
such thing was done. The ‘deliberation 
went no farther than barely giving ‘their 
consent; than their barely answering yes 
or no to this question, ** are you willing’ 
to go to England?” ‘They had nothing 'té 
do but to give their assent or dissent. In 
this, there surely was no’ deliberation. 
But .many important advantages would 
accrue ‘from this measure. “It ‘would ena= 
ble govt. to have a great disposeable force 
at its command. It would ‘facilitate the 
means of recruiting our force. We should 
have a greater number of! men from Ire- 
land than we now expected: for he knew 
the attachment of the peasantry to the gens 
try of that country to be such, «that they 
would follow them in great numbers, “If 
ever there was a time when it was’ more 
necessary than another to’ strengthen the 
military force of this country, it was at the 
present moment: for theré: never was a 
moment when we appeared to stand ‘so 
much alone, and when we had less: hope 
of co-operation from any of'the powers on 
the continent: This must clearly appeat 
to every man, who viewed the’ conduct 
lately pursued by the accredited represeni- 
tatives of most of the crowned heads ‘of 
Europe, who, on a late occasion, thought 
proper to express such sentiments’as tliey 
had done to the Despot of France, whose 
hand was at‘that moment '‘reeking With the, 
blood of an innocent andi murdered Prince, 
It was now more than ever incumbent ‘on 
us to fortify ourselves» by every meatig 
within our power, not only for the ‘reasong 
already stated, but.on accountof the vios 


€ 

e 

t 

r 

a 

ry 

| 

| 

n 

18 : 

{ 

4 

In | 

m. | | 

ns | 
| 


359} PARL. DEBATES, Apart 19, 1804.—Jrish Militia Ofer Bill. [160 
most desirable advantages would result 


lent and alarming proceedings continually 
adopted by the French govt. The French 
Revolution had brought along with ita 
- train. of evils hardly ever known before. 
‘It was a revolution originating in regicide, 
eatried on and matured by pillage and 
massacre, and now upheld, as 
from very recent intelligence, by midnight 
murder and assassination. 
- Lord Herrowby observed, that the no- 
tion of the noble Lord who spoke last, 
with regard to the services of the Irish 
being extended this was 
expressly contrary to inciples - 
nized in the Act of He 
fended the measure for accepting the ser- 
vices of the English militia in Ireland dur- 
ing the rebellion of 1798, upon the ground 
of necessity or expediency. But at pre- 
sent, hesaw no necessity for the extension 
of the services of the Irish Militia to this 
country. It would also prove injurious, 
when accompanied with the augmentation 
bill, to the recruiting service, and on these 
grounds he opposed it. 
- The Marquis of Sligo supported the mea- 
sure, from the conviction that the greatest 
advantages would result from it to both 
countries. He defended Ireland from what 
he conceived to be some reflexions upon 
it by the noble Lord who spoke last. . 
. Lord Harrowby explained, by observing 
that it never entered his imagination to 
¢ast any reflexions upon Ireland. 

The Duke of Montrose said, he should 
eppose this bill, and the other which was 
tocome after it by way of supplement. He 
considered it unjust to-call on men to en- 
ter on a service, for which they had not 
_ been originally engaged. He could see no 

advantage whatever likely to arise from 
taking away the defensive force of Ireland, 
- and bringing it to this country; and still 
less benefit did he think likely to arise from 
fFaising an additional number of militia- 
men in Ireland, It was raising them in 
the worst possible way, because they would 
be least capable of extended service. If 
it was meant that the country should de- 
Five any benefit from a new levy of troops, 
why were they not raised for the regular 
etmy, or why were not fencible regiments 
waised? 
. ‘The Earl of Westmoreiand argued in fa- 
“vour of the bill, inasmuch as its beneficial 
abject was to set loose a considerable and | 
desirable offensive force. From the con- 
stitution of the Irish militia and their at- 


from this measure. From what he knew 
of that ‘country, during the time of his 
holding a high appointment in it, he was 
persuaded this measure, and the other 
connected with it for augmenting the Irish 
militia, would very little, if at all, inter« 
fere with the recruiting for the regular 
army. Our volunteer force having now 
reached its utmost desirable extent, he 
thought every plan should be pursued 
which had for its object, like the present, 
an encrease to the offensive force of the 
country. He would ask any noble Lord, 
whether he really thought the military 
force of this country was too large for the 
various services which might be required 
of it?—-There was nothing new nor un- 
precedented in the object proposed by the 
bill now before the House. The wisdom 
of parliament had upon former occasions, 
and when the exigency of affairs required 
it, adopted measures analogous to the 
present, and founded upon the same prin- 
ciple, as led them to increase the military 


establishment during the last war. It then 


amounted to about 165,000 mien, inde- 
pendent of the yeomanry cavalry. Now, 
it was to be considered that the numbers 
should at present be less, even with the 
addition proposed by the bills now pend- 
ing in parliament, than what were then on 
foot. The additional force which it was 
proposed to raise in Ireland, would have 
the advantage of its being done at a much 
less expence than could be accomplished 
by any other method. Nor, he was satis- 
fied, would it interfere with the recruiting 
for the army. This his Lordship: illus- 
trated by a comparison of the different 


-bounties which were payable for recruiting 


for the yegulars and for the militia in Ire. 
land. Another advantage was, that it 
would produce, in a comparatively short 
space of time, an additional efficient force 
to the country, which might be of the 
greatest advantage. He could not help 
thinking, that it was by the active measures 
pursued for increasing the Irish militia 
upon a former occasion, when internal re- 
bellion and a foreign force combined to 
attack Ireland, that its preservation was 


chiefly:to be ascribed. His Lordship de-, 


clared himself a sincere well-wisher to the 
plan, as far as it could be rendered prac- 
ticable, of a. mutual exchange of the mili- 
tia regiments of each.country. Heargued 
in favour of such an interchange, if it 


tachment to their leaders, he argued the | 


could be brought about, from the past-ex- 


~ 
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perience of the advantages of English re- 


_giments of militia having volunteered their 


services to Ireland; as well as from the 
consideration, founded upon the feelings 
of human natvre, that in case of any fu- 
ture insurrection in Ireland, Irish militia- 
men would feel more at the thought of at- 
tacking those with whom they were con- 
nected by the ties of blood and friendship, 
than they would in turning their arms 
against a foreign enemy who might dare to 
invade our shores. 

_ Earl Darnley said, he could not co- 
incide with the arguments of the noble 
Karl who had spoken last, He could see 
little or no analogy between the circum- 
stances of the present time and the period 
alluded to by the noble Lord, when inter- 
nal insurrection actually reigned in Ire- 
land, which was the time when the offer of 
several English regiments of militia fer that 
country was accepted. He could see no 
good ground on which the present mea- 
sure was brought forward, Was it pro- 
fessed to be on account of the imminent 
danger to which this country was exposed? 
For his part, he thought that Ireland was 
equally vulnerable as any part of G. Bri- 
tain. This was, therefore, an additional 
reason with his Lordship for objecting to 
the present bill, because he considered 
that it tended to do injustice to Ireland, 
by withdrawing from her shores those 
native forces to which she looked with con- 
fidence in the hour of danger. 

Lord Egremont came to the House pre- 
pared to, vote for the bill, on the supposi- 
tion that the service was to be reciprocal ; 
but as this reciprocity had been disclaimed, 


' he felt himself obliged to vote against it. 


Lord Grenville argued strongly in oppo- 
sition to the bill. He insisted that there 
was no necessity for it, either for the se- 
curity of this country, or, as some noble 
Lords had-argued, for the better consoli- 


dation of the union between G. Britain 


and Ireland. He considered the present 
Measure as connected with the important 


‘question, whether there should be a reci- 


procity of services between the militias of 
the two countties? his Lordship said he 
disliked this indirect way of bringing for- 
ward this subjects but if ever it were made 
a distinct proposition, he promised noble 
Lords that he would pay to it all that at- 
tention which its importance deserved. At 


Present, he should only observe the re- 
‘cgmmendation which had been. noticed in 
 faxqur such reciprocity from the exam- 
I, 
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ple of the union between England and Scot. 
land ; but it was to be considered, that it 
was many years after that union before 
any militia had been established for Scot- 
land, and even then, it was not judged 
expedient to enact that the Scotch mili« 
tia should be liable to serve out of Scots 
land. His Lordship denied that this meas 
sure would extend the disposeable force of 
the country; as it only went to bring for- 
ward one limited force to supply another 
of the same description. He also objected 
to it on the ground of its giving counte+ 
nance to military deliberative bodies; 
principle this, which, in its consequences, 
endangered the subyersion of the constis 
tution, He would admit, that cases might 
arise which would justify the violation of 
this principle; but he did not think it was 
necessary to allow of such violation at the 
present period. His Lordship then pro- 
ceeded to take notice of the censure which 
had been passed by a noble Lord (Lime- 
rick) on a late meeting of the Lords Lieu- 
tenants and militia officers of England, 
being members of parliament. He thought 
that their convening together and deli 
rating on the effects of a measure pending 
in parliament, so far from deserving cen- 
sure, was really doing no more than what 
was strictly within the line of their duty, 
His Lordship said, as he could see no 
necessity for the present measure, the only 
question on which it could be fairly argued 
was, as to the expediency of bringing over 
10,000 men from Ireland into this coun- 
try; and he argued that it was a measure 
founded on a mistaken policy, as such an 
effective body of men could not easily be 
replaced in Ireland, and it went merely to 
weaken the garrison of Ireland in order to 
strengthen the garrison of this country. 
By so doing, Ireland, he thought would 
have a right to complain. His Lordship 
concluded with lamenting the attack which 
had been made by the Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland (Lord Redesdale) on the Catholics 
of that country, inasmuch as it tended to 
increase the disaffection of that body, and 
appeared to be peculiarly ill timed and 
unconciliating; more especially when it 
was recollected that a considerable propor- 
tion of the Irish militia regiments who had 
volunteered their services, consisted of 
that religious description of persons. 
Lord Hawkesbury disclaimed all inten- | 
tion, on the part of administration, to 
bring forward indirectly the subject of a 
OT, of services between the militias. 
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_ Of the two coutitriés. At the same time 
he felt no hesitation in saying, that’ the 
hearer they could practically approact t6 
principle, the more consentateous 

vould it be, in his opinion, to the princi- 
ple on which the union between the two 
‘countries was founded. At the same time, 
he was fully sensible, that however de- 
Sitable such a measure was, theoretically 
considered, this was not thé proper tithe 

attempting to bring it forward, as ‘he 

yas aware that it would tend to 'révolt the 
a pte of the people of this ‘country. 

é thought it rather extraordinary, ‘that 
so many noble .Lords should have ‘consi- 
dered the offer made by several militia 
regiments of ‘Ireland 4s a dangérous deli- 
bération of armed bodies; and should 
have niade so serious an objection to these 
Offers upon this ground. Circumstaites 
might arise which ‘vould render such deli- 
berate offers uhavdidable and nécessary; 
and they hdd actually occurred, witliout 

_ involving any inconvenience or danger, in 

~ the course of the last war. His Lerdship 


instanced, in the case of the troops that 
volunteered their services to Portugal, and 
_ other Irish regiments that had been raised 
on the express condition, that their ser- 
Vices were not to extend beyond Europe, 


who had volunteered their services to 
‘Africa, and who had afterwards acquired 
$0 much honour to themselves by the Vit - 

ories which they obtained in Egvpt.—His 
Lordship then adverted to the late meeting 
of the Lords Lieutenants and officers of 
militia régiments who had ‘published the 
resolutions which they to in the pub- 


lic papers. ‘With every degree of respect 


‘and deference which he entertained for the 
{individuals composing that meeting, yet, 
when he viewed them as convened in a de- 
liberate ‘capacity, canvassing the delibera- 
‘tions of parliament on a subject of great 
national importance, he must fairly say, 

at théy appeared to him to have acted 


ong, and, without wishing to give of- 


fence, to declare his opinion, that they 

d been misled in ju?gment, more parti- 
cularly as they seemed to have assembled 
together as a military body, the officers 
convened with thé lords lieutenants, being 


‘colonels of militia regiménts.—His Lord- 


ship then recurred to the measure imme- 
diately before the House, which he de- 
fended as one of all others the most éasy 
jn, execution; promoting an incréase of 
‘force in the most expeditious and least ex- 


‘pensive thalifier, connected -with 
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other collateral meastires for raising an ind 
crease of the inilitary force in Treland, 
He denied therefore that the objection wag 
well founded, which the noble Lord (Grens | 
ville) had’ made use of, that it would 
weakén the gerrisons.of Ireland, inastnach 
as it was 16t meant that this measure, were 
it to pass into a’ law, should ‘be imme. 
diately acted wpon; but only that his Mas 
jesty should be empowered so to do, whien 
circumstances arose which might appear to 
render it expedient and necessa¥y. 


| answered, that the noble Lord’s objection 


would be doing ‘injustice to Irtlahd. He 
wis setae the people of that count 
would ‘not cénsider it in that point o 
view. She Wad already experienced the 
benefits whict hid accrued to‘her from thé 
former offer of English militia regimetits 
to assist in quelling the ‘rebelliop which 
raged in that colintry ; “an offer this, which, 
he verily bélieved, Had tended in its coii- 
Sequences to'the salvation of Freland. 

The Earl of Romney rose to tépel thé 
attack which had been made by a noble 
Lord upon the late meeting of the lords 
lieutenants and officers of ‘nilitia regi- | 
ments. He said he had the honour of 
being one, who in the former capacity, had 
attetided this meeting, which had drawn 
upon it the severity of his Lordship’s ani- 
muadversion. He saw nothing culpable in 
their proceedings. He was sure they were 
actuated by the purest motives, He thought 
it was fitting for officers commanding mili- 
tia regiments, and holding places in par- 
liament, to meet together, und consider 
the tendency of measures brought forward 
in parliament, and whith tended to en- 
trench upon the oriinal principles on 
which their constitution was formed. His 
Lordship then went into an historical de- 
tail of the causes which led to the original 
establishment of the militia, and concluded 
with declaring, that much as he was in- 
clined to support every measure tending 
to invigorate and incréase’ the military 
strength of the Country, and highly as he 
deemeéd himself honoured by his Majesty 
in being “appointed a lord lieut., he would 
sooner throw up his appointment than be 
‘deterred ftom acting up to the best of his 
judgment, ‘as an independent member of 
parliament. 

‘ Lord Hawkesbury assured the noble 
Lord, that he méant nothing disrespectful 
to his Lordship, in any remarks’ he had 


‘made respecting a late meeting of the 


Colonels’ of the Exglish militia regiments, 
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_ nor to any individual composing that body ; 
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at the same time, he myst adhere to the 
opinion already given, as to the delibe- 


rative meetings of colonels of militia re- |. 
_giments holding and publishing their opi- 


nions in a manner calculated to oyerawe 
the parliament, as to a measure under 
their mature deliberation. In this part of 
their conduct, and in lending the aid of 
their names to a meeting held, and to re- 
solutions published in their name, he must 
repeat it, that, according to constitutional 
principles, in ,his opinion, they were 
chargeable with an error of judgment. 
— Lord Carnarvon also defended the con-. 
duct of the noblemen and geutlemen who 
composed that meeting; if they had been 
uilty of an error in deliberating, it was 
Trinisters who led them into that error, 
by inviting deliberations among the sol- 
diers which composed those militia regi- 
ments who now offered their services, —The 
question being called for, the House divid- 
ed, when there appeared, ' 
Contents 77 
NonContents 49 
; Majority - 28 
The bill was read a second time accord- 
ingly; after which the House adjourned, 


List of the Minority. 
Duke of Norfolk _ Earl of Romney _ 
Duke of Beaufort Earl of Besborough 
Duke of Bedford Ear] Darnley 
Duke of Devonshire Earl of Aboyne 
Duke of Montrose _ Earl of Carysfort 
Duke of Leinster Lord Viscount Maynard . 
Marquis of Stafford Lord Viscount Lowther 
EarlofDerby “Lord Viscount Downe 
Earl of Bridgewater Lord King 
Earl of Thanet Lord Brownlow 
Earl of Essex Lord Harrowby 
Earl of Carlisle Lord Elliot 
Earl of Albemarle Lord Boringdon 
Earl Cholmondeley Lord Kenyon 
Earl Cowper . Lord*Braybrooke 
Earl Fitzwilliam Lord Grenyille 
Ear! of Egremont Lord Dundas 
Earl Spencer * Lord Yarborough 
Earl of Leicester Lord Carrington 
Earl Talbot Lord Glastonbury 
Karl Camden Lord Minto 
Farl Fortescue Lord Lilford 
Earl of Mansfield ~ Lord Bishop of Lincoln 
Earl of Carnarvon Lord Bish. of Peterborough 
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_ HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

| Thursday, April 19. 
- _ This day being fixed for a ballot on the 
petition complaining of an undue election 


and return’ for the borough of in 
Somersetshire, the Speaker, at four o’clock,’ | 


‘counted the House, when there being no, 
more than 57 members present, the House, 
was of course adjourned to to-morrow, 


—— 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Fr iday, April 20. 

—Lord Hawkesbury observed, that it was 
rather beyond the usual hour at which it 
was generally understood the public busi. 
ness should commence; and, therefore, 
although he did not wish to hurry any 
noble Lord, who might wish to deliver his 
opinion on the bill before the House, yet 
he would submit it to the consideration o. 
uoble Lords, whether it would not, be pro-, 
per to proceed. For himself, he always 
made it a rule to attend at five o’clock, 
which he understood to be the time fixed 
for proceeding.—After a few words from 
the Lord Chancellor, Earls Spencer and 
Romney, in which it was observed, that 
it was a mark of deference due to the exe- 
cutive govt., to attend at the hour at 
which it was understood that the discus- 
sion of any measure brought forward by 
them should take place, 

Lord Hobart rose, and'stated, that if 
was not his intention to enter much upon 
the merits of the measure recommended, 
and to be provided for by the bill, which 
he intended tp move should be ndw read a 
second time. The question had, in agreat 
measure, been disposed of by the argu- 
ments that had been urged last night, and 
he would only trouble the House with a 
few of those which he conceived to be 
most material, It had been much objected 
to the measure, when under discussion in 
another place, that it would not add to the’ 
disposeable force of the country. From 
this he must beg leave to dissent; for, al- 
though certainly the 10,000 Irish militia 


| that were to be raised, were not of that 


description of force that would be subject 
to be sent upon phased military service, 
yet they might be considered, to a certain 
extent, as a disposeable force, inasmuch 
as they might enable his Majesty to detach 
an equal number of the regular force _ 
wherever it may be necessary. With re-. 

spect to any opposition that the bill may 
meet with, although it was in all respects. 
.of the same precise tehor with a similar 
measure brought forward by the late ad- 
ministration, could notexpect, on that. . 
account, that ijt would.be found less objec-. 

tiondble, particularly ,by a noble Lord. 


(Grenville) on an opposite bench. Me 
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could perceive a fixed disposition in that 
noble Lord to decry those measures of the 
present govt. which bore the greatest affi- 
nity to the measures of that govt. in which 
he filled a distinguished place, Although 
that noble Lord had formerly sanctioned 
sinilar measures, and supported them 
with all his acknowledged ability, yet the 
very circumstance of their being intro- 
duced by the present ministers, was suffi- 
cient to induce him to condemn them as 
absurd, puerile, and inefficient. Jt would 
be for the noble Lord to establish his con- 
sistency, but he professed he could not 
discover upon what principle of that kind 
the noble Lord could now reprobate those 
measures he but a very few years ago ap- 
proved. He wished, however, noble Lords 
to understand, that measures are now pur- 
suing tq augment the disposeable force to 
_ the amount of 25,000 more than at pre- 
sent; consequently it would be seen that 
govt. are not. inattentive to their duty. 
The noble Lord adverted to the observa- 
tions which had been made the preceding 
evening, respecting the correspondence 
carried on by a noble Lord (Redesdale) 
in Ireland, and observed that he had ne- 
ver, before that evening, conceived that 
private correspondence ought to be made 
the subject of public avowal or disavowal 
on the part of govt. He would not de- 
tain the House Jonger, but move, that 
the bill before them be read a second 
time. 
Earl Spencer professed, that his objec- 
tion to this measure did not originate in 
any opinion which be might have formed 
on the letters alluded to by the noble. Sec. 
of State. With respect to the principle 
of the measure, he must condemn it alto- 
gether. It was impolitic, at the present 
‘moment, to take so large a portion of the 
. force as 10,000 from the defence of Ire- 
land, He must also contend, that it was 
impolitic and unwise to make such an ad- 
dition’ for limited service oply, We ought 
to add to our disposeable force, and there- 
fore he would recommend, that instead of 
increasing the militia of Jreland, at the 
rate of 4 guineas per man bounty, he would 
advise ministers to give even the bounty of 
10 guineas for an equal number for general 
service, The noble Earl was happy to 
congratulate the House upon what they 
had just heard from the noble Sec. of 
State, namely, that it was in contempla- 
tion to augment the disposeable force ; but 
he could not help observing, that the 


167} PARL, DEBATES, APRIL 20, 1804.—Irish Militia Augmentation Bill [168 


whole of the measures of the present ad- 
ministration were calculated to thwart and 
cross each other. He’ concluded with 


for the second redding. 

Lord Grenville would not enter into any 
length of discussion on this day, as many 
noble Lords, beside himself, were much 


of the preceding evening had taken. He 
wished it, however, to be understood, that 
It was not because his opinions were 


tunity of discussing the measure, and 
would not suffer any observations which 
might be made by noble Lords opposite, 
respecting the acts which had passed dur- 
ing the time in which he formed a part of 
the administration, from giving his decided 
Opposition to a measure, which he consi- 
dered as one of the most weak, pitiable, 
and puerile measures which have disgraced 
the present ministry. Whatever might 
have been the construction of the acts to 
which the allusion had been made, the 
House would recollect the difference of 
situation in which the country is placed at 
the present period, and at the time ta 
which the noble Lord had alluded. If 
ministers could not discriminate, the House 
and the country would; aud nothing should 
deter him from delivering his sentiments 
openly and fairly, as an honest member of 
Parliament. He trusted that proper natice 
would be given of the next stages of the 
bill, as many noble Lords not present 
wished to discuss it. 

The Lord Chancellor acknowledged, that 
he was never more surprised, than at the 
declaration of the noble Baron, that he 
would not debate the principle of the bill 
at present. When that nable Lord, on 
the preceding evening, with all the gravity 
that belonged to him, declared, when it 
was proposed to read the bill a second 
time, that he had more objections to make 
to it than to the bill which they had then 
debated, he really thought that the House 
had a right to expect that he would come 
down prepared to state those objections. 
He assured the noble Lord, that his Ma 
jesty’s ministers were not afraid to meet 
him and his friends, whenever they chose, 
in defending any of their measures, weak, 
puerile, and what not, as he had described 
them. He hoped, however, that when the 
noble Lord considered that the measures 
which he was now objecting to, and cha- 


pose by such epithets, were similar 


giving his decided negative to the motion 


fatigued from the length which the debate — 


changed. He should take another oppor. 
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been discomfited. 
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to, though infinitely better than those 
which he himself had introduced, that he 


‘would cease to speak of them in such 


terms. He was og to think that the 
noble Lord and his friends felt so much 
indisposed after their last night’s fatigue. 
He could assure him, that his Majesty’s 
ministers were fully prepared to enter 
upon the discussion. They felt within 
them all the strength and spirits of giants 
refreshed, and they challenged the noble 
Lord to the contest. He, for one, was 
prepared to defend the present measure, 
which, in common with all the other mea- 
sures of the present ministers, were branded 
by his noble friend (he hoped he would 
Blow him to call him so now, he hoped he 
should call him so when all the nonsense 
of politics was over) with the epithets of 
weak, pitiable, and he knew not what. 
He saw no reason why the discussion 
should be delayed, unless the noble Lord 
did not feel himself so confident at this 
moment as he appeared to be last night. 

‘Lord Grenville did not wish to discon- 
cert the good humour of the noble and 
jearned Lord. If, as he had declared, his 
Majesty's ministers felt like giants re- 
freshed,” he could assure the noble Lord, 
that those on the same side of the House 
with him did not feel, from any thing that 
had lately occurred in that House, that 
they had any reason to suppose that they 
But really the 
cause why he wished to postpone the dis- 
cussion was, that many noble Lords, to 
whom it was impossible to attend on this 
evening, were anxious to be present when 
the principle should be debated, and it 
was his wish to accommodate them, As 
that might as well be done on the consi- 


‘deration of the report, or on the third 


reading, he saw no absolute necessity for 
pressing it in the present stage of the bill, 
The bill was then read a second time, 
and committed for Monday,—The House 
then resolved itself into a committee on 
the [rish Militia Offer Bill. 

MILITIA OFFER BILL.]—The 
Bishop of St, Asaph observed, that many 
of the persons coming here as Irish mili- 


tiamen might be in a situation of great. 


difficulty, concerning which he would ex- 


press his fears to the noble and learned 


ords near him. By an act of the Irish 
Parliament, Roman Catholics serving in 
the militia were relieved from the re- 
straints and penalties of the law against 
the Roman Catholics, But when they 


should come to this country, would they 
not be subject to the operation of the act 
of the ist of George I.? The restraints 
and penalties of that act were these: in- 
capacity to be guardians to their own chil- 
dren; to be executors or administrators ; 
to sue in courts of justice; and a penalty 
of 5001. and imprisonment. Besides this, 
would they not also be subject to the 
penalties for not taking the test ? Numbers 
of the privates, and many of the officers 
in the Irish militia, were Roman Catholics; 
and these penalties extended to privates 
as well as officers, bythe ist of Geo. I, 
It was certainly not right that these per- 
sons, who had so gallantly volunteered 
their services, should be in this unex- 
pected situation; and if he were not mis- 
taken in his idea, some clause ought to be 
framed to provide an express remedy. 

The Lord Chancellor complained a little 
of the suddenness of the objection. He 
conceived, however, that the plain and 
necessary construction of the present bill 
was, that the King being enabled to accept 
the services of the Irish militia regiments, 
he must accept them such as they were, 
with such bhi as the law of Ireland, 
guaranteed by the Union, had granted 
them. He therefore conceived that any 
clause to grant the privileges and exemp~- 
tions to the Roman Catholics of the Irish 
militia, when here, would be superfluous. 

Earl Fitzwilliam thought the objection 
of the right rev. Prelate most important. 
He saw a further difficulty: suppose offi- 
cers in the Irish militia to be raised in 
rank, were they, on receiving their new 
commissions, to qualify? With respect to 
the construction of the bill given by the 
learned Lord, he felt great doubts. 

The Lord Chancellor said, what was law 
could only be determined in the courts of 
justice, and it was not for him to say how 
they might decide; but he believed he 
— given the true construction of the 
bill. 

Lord Ellenborough said, if the,question 
was brought before him in the court where 
he presided, he should determine the con- 
struction to be, that the Irish militia 
coming into this part of the realm, under 
its authority, would come with all the 
privileges and exemptions they enjoyed as 
militia in Ireland. It would be a harsh 
construction, indeed, to say, that th 
would be subject to restraints and penalties 
for an act which, though partly their own 
deed, yet must eventually be considered as. 
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that of the legislature and his Majesty’s 


vt, 

Grenville said, after what _had been 
said by the learned Lord who spoke last, 
his mind was perfectly satisfied as to the 
Jaw on the question; yet he thought it 
prudent, to allay any fears in the persons 
concerned, that an. express clause should 
declare it. 

The Lord Chancellor objected to such a 
“¢lause; as, in providing for that objection, 
it would point out many others, if the ge- 
neral words of the law were not them- 
selves a remedy, Avhich such clause would 
confess to be tlie case. 

Lord Ellenborough said, he had drawn 

up 2 clause, which he would now suggest, 
as he might not be present when it should 
be introduced: this clause provided that 
the Irish militia should be exempt from all 
restraints and penalties, in like manner as 
they were in Ireland, : 
Lord Hawkesbury objected to the intro- 
duction of such a clause as unnecessary, 
But he thought it would be right to adjourn 
the farther consideration of this subject to 
a subsequent stage of the bill, when their 
Lordships might be prepared to decide on 
the quéstion, which had come rather sud- 
denly upon them,—Some verbal amend- 
ments were made in the bill; and the 
House being resumed, the report was or- 
dered to be received on Monday next.— 
Adjourned to Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, April 20. 


urss.]—The House met pursuant 
to adjournment, and proceeded to ballot 
for 4 committee to try the merits of the 
petitions complaining of an undue election: 
return for the borough of Ichester.— 
Mr, Rose moved, that there be laid be- 
- fore the House an account of the produce | 
of all, the permanent taxes in the years 
ending the 5th of Jan. 1803, and the. 5th. 
Jan. 1804, distinguishing those which had, 
been imposed previous to. the year 1793, 
and those Jaid on since; also distinguish- | 
ing the amount of the duties. which had 
‘en. postponed previous to the 5th of 
Jan. 1803, and were received in the course 
of 1803; also the amount of the duties 
postponed previous to the 5th of Jan. 
1804, .which had been received in the 
course of the ,present year, likewise shew-_ 
ing the diminution of the revenue in pay- 
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Sec. Yorke moyed, that the Lords’ amends 


ments to the Volunteer Bill should be 


taken into consideration on Monday next, ’ 


—Lord Portchester gave notice that he 
should, on Friday next, bring forward g 
motion relative to the orders sent to the 
settlements -in India, for the purpose of 
detaining French vessels on the occasion 
of the war.—Mr. Fox also gave notice of 
a motion for an account of the transpo 

that had been taken up for bringing over 
the Hanoverian troops, for the same day, 
—Tbe House went into a committee on 
the pepe of the committee for carryin 

into effect the act for making an inlan 
navigation between Inverness and Fort 
William, in Scotland. ‘The committ 


came to a resolution, that a bill should be - 


brought in for making a further provision 
for making and maintaining the said navi- 
gation. The House being resumed, the 
report was brought up, the resolution 
agreed to, and a bill ordered accordingly, 
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave 
notice, that in the committee of supply 
on Monday, he should move a grant for 
making a provision for that purpose.—Mr, 
Kinnaird moved, that there be laid before 
the House an account of the dates of all 
dispatches sent out by the secret commitr 
tee of the East India Company, to the 
different presidencies in India, from the 
Sth of March, the day of his Majesty’s 
message, till the rupture with France. Or- 
dered.—Mr. Kinnaird gave notice, that 


jon Monday he should move an humble 


address to his Majesty, praying that his 
Majesty. would be graciously pleased to 
order to be laid before the House a list of 
all officers on half pay. 

[War Inp1a.J—Mr. Kinnaird rose 
to make a motion for papers, to which, 
from what had taken place yesterday ip 
another part of the legislature, he did not 
suppose there would be any objection, 
The ground on which he rested his motion 
was, the notoriety of certain facts, and 
the right the House had to expect official 
information on a subject of such import- 
ance. The object of his motion was to 
have laid before the House copies of the 
dispatches which had been sent by his 
Majesty’s govt. to the different presidencies 
in India, and the commanding officers 
there, as well as to the goverpor of the 
island of St, Helena, on his Majesty 
Lmessages of March and May last. The 
message of the 8th of March had heen 


juent of corn jbounties, _Oydered.—Mr. 


known at Calcutta.se early as the 24th of 
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ert un hoo TRAST - 


Juhe, though no official account had 
reached it till the 5th of July: Om the 
$th of June a French frigate arrivéd with 


-gnd landed troops at Pondicherry; on 


the 13th Linois arrived there, but on the 
j4th a corvette reached him with dis- 

tches, in consequence of which he cut 
is cables in the night, and escaped. The 
hon. member then adverted to the different 

riods at which the different presidencies 
ped been made acquainted with the rup- 
ture, und contended, that if the facts he 
stated could not be controverted, they 
were a proof of gross and criminal neglect 
on the part of his Majesty’s ministers, 
As to St. Helena, no dispatches whatever 
fiad been sent by govt. to that island, and 
the first intimation of the rupture was re- 


’ geived there in the month of Oct. from an 


English frigate, which carried a prize thi- 
ther. He hoped his Majesty’s ministers 
tould prove that every necessary precau- 
tion had been taken to secure our posses- 
sions in that quarter, and that if any mis- 
fortune were to be the consequence of ‘the 
escape of Linois, it would not be attribu- 
table to their neglect. The hon. gent. 


then moved, that an humble address be 
Presented to his Majesty, requesting that 
would be graciously ‘pleased to give 


directions, that there be laid before the 
House copies of all the dispatches sent to 


. the different presidencies in India, and’ the 


officers’ commanding’ by land and sea 
there, communicating his Majesty’s mes- 
sage of the 8th of March; also, ‘of the 
dispatches to the same, communicating 
the rupture with France; also, an account 
of the dates of the receipts of said dis- 
patches respectively; also, copies of the 
dispatches to the governor of the island of 
St. Helena, communicating the message 
of the 8th of March, and the rupture, 
with an account of the dates of their 
receipt. 

Lord Castlereagh said, he had no objec- 
tion to the production of the papers; if 
he could feel any, it was only that they 
‘did not go far enough. As to the circum. 
stance alluded to by the hon. member, 
which had taken place in ‘another House, 
‘he could assure him that there would have 
‘been no objection in that quarter, if the 
‘motion had been brought forward after a 
tegular notice. ‘The noble Lord then 
‘stated, that distinct and positive dis- 
‘patches had been sent out by his Majesty’s 
and ‘by ‘the secret committee at 
the India House, to the different presi- 
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dencies’, and to the officers commanding 
in India, both on his Majesty’s message itt 
March and May.—The motions were then 
agreed to. 
[Army or Reserve Suspensrow 
Bity.]—Mr. Secretary Yorke moved the 
order of the day for the House to resolve 
itself into a committee of the-whole House 
on the Army of Reserve Suspension Bill, 
The order being read, the right hon. get. 
said, that when he had the honour of pro= 
posing to the House this bill, he was ‘pot 
aware that he should be under the neces. 
sity of postponing the consideration of it, 
as he was now about to propose. Thé 
clauses, which he felt it his duty to subs 
init, were hot ready this day; and a 
Wednesday next was understood to be an 
open day, he should hope the right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Pitt) would have nha objection 
to this question being postponed until 
Wednesday next, and the committee of 
ways and means might be deferred until 
Friday. He therefore now moved, that 
the House do, on Wednesday next, resolve 
itself into the said committee. 3 
Mr. Pitt said, he heard this motion 
with some surprise. An hon. friend of his 
gave notice, that it was his wish, before 
the House went into a committee on this 
bill, to take an opportunity of stating his 
reasons against the farther progress of this 
bill at the present time; and it was his 
wish, instead of suspending the operation 
of the Army of Reserve Bill, to ingraft 
upon it a plan for the augmentation ana 
improvement of the regular army. If the. 
right hon, gent. had clauses to propose in 
the bill, and he was not prepared with 
them at present, it was a good reason for 
postponing the committee on the bill, and 
he would have no objection to that course 
being taken, supposmg the House to be 
determined that this bill should be com- 
mitted at all; but the whole argument he 
had to urge would go to shew, that instead 
of making any farther progress im this bill 
for the: suspension of the army of reserve, 
the House ought to consider what could 
be ingrafted upon it, as a system for the 
improvement of the regular army: his in- 
tention was to have objected to the Speaker's 
leaving the Chair, and to ‘propose post- 
poning the consideration of this bill fora 
fortnight, in order to give to himself an 
opportunity of submitting, and the House 
of considering, his ideas upon this subject, 
which . he was ready to pose new. 
There was, therefore, nothing in the right 
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hon. gent.’s postponing his clauses, that 
should prevent the House discussing the 
question that the Speaker do leave the 
Chair; for, if it should be the opinion of 
_ the House that the bill was altogether un- 
necessary, there need be no time allowed 
to prepare clauses for the farther progress 
of it. The House might now determine, 
that, instead of postponing the bill until 
Wednesday, it should be postponed alto- 
gether, in order to give way for another 
plan in preference to it.. Therefore if he 
agreed to postponing the bill until he 
thought proper, it should ‘be made Wed- 
nesday se’ennight, or fortnight, and that 
for the express purpose of affording an 
opportunity of his submitting another plan 
for the adoption of the House, which was: 

founded on a system of -increasing the re- 

lar army for our defence, both now and 

in future, upon.a permanent foundation. 

“At the same time, if any ground could be 

stated to shew it to be in any considerable 

degree inconvenient to ministers to enter 
on the investigation of this subject, at 

this moment, he should not wish to press 

the matter, to create that inconvenience 

to govt.; but the House should under- 

‘stand that he was prepared to state his 
ideas upon this important subject this day. 

The House was assembled for the purpose 

of having it discussed now. The clauses 

alluded to by the right hon. gent. not be- 

_ ing ready, could be no reason for the de- 
lay. If ministers had any reasons to allege 

for the delay, he was ready to hear them, 

and he was disposed to give them any ac- 


commodation that was necessary; but the 


reason hitherto stated, wus not any thing 
on which the House .could very consist- 
ently act against the taking its sense upon 
the preliminary objection to the Speaker’s 
leaving the Chair this day, and that course 
being taken, would accomplish the very 
object the right hon. gent. had in view; 
for the debate would most probably con- 


‘tinue to an hour that would make a de-. 


‘tailed discussion on the clauses impossi- 
ble; at least, if the progress went so far 
.as ‘the’ place of the proposed clauses of 
the right hon. gent. which were not ready, 
the discussion might be stopped, and post- 
_poned toa day on which he thought he 
_might be prepared, than which nothing 
‘was easier. He had stated this to the 
House, that a discussion of this import- 
ance should not be unnecessarily delayed ; 
and now, before he proceeded’ farther, he 


should wait for the reasons of the right 
hon. gent. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that a debate 
of this importance should not be brought 
on until the materials were properly pres 
pared. He had already stated why he 
could not go into the committee on this 
bill at present, because the amendments 
he had to propose were not ready, It 
could not be ascertained how long the 
debate on the Speaker’s leaving the chair 


might continue; he was, therefore, justi. - 


fied in proposing to postpone the -discus- 
sion on this bill, and it was essential, if 
the bill passed at all, that it should pass 
with all reasonable expedition. It was 
competent, certainly, to the right hon, 
gent. to propose postponing this bill fora 


greater length of time than was now pro- — 


posed, or to move for putting it off altos 
gether, and it would be open to him on 
any day, if he gave notice; to propose his 
plan to the House, and. if the House 
should think that his plan was preferable 
to this bill, the House might postpone the 
bill to make way for it. He had now 
stated his reasons for postponing the bill 
for the time he mentioned ; the right hon. 
gent. might move an amendment to that 
motion, and if he did, he should state to 
the House his reasons for not postponing 
this bill farther than he had proposed. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
should hope the right hon. gent. would 
not persist in his objection for postponing 
this bill further than Wednesday next ; 
nor. would he be precluded from moving 
to postpone the bill at any time. An op 
portunity would be as well afforded to 


‘him on the question for the Speaker leavs 


ing the chair, as if it were now moved, 
He might also, on that night, bring for- 
ward his plan as well as if he did it now: 
the right hon. gent. therefore, could not be 
fettered or embarrassed by acquiescing in 
the motion now before the House, be- 
cause, on Wednesday, he could propose 
a still farther delay. It might be said; 
that the question of leaving the chair had 
nothing to do with the clauses that might 
be proposed in the committee; but al- 
though it was not quite regular, yet the 


practice often was to state the substance | 


of clauses intended to be proposed, before 
the. House went into a committee; and it 
was often important that the House should 
be possessed of that information, although 
somewhat irregular, for it often afforded 
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the House means of judging whether it 
ought to go into a committee or not: the 
only question then was, whether the right 
hon. gent. should state his objections to 
the bill now, or take the opportunity that 
would be afforded him of doing so on 
Wednesday? The right hon. gent. himself 
acquiesced in the idea, that his plan should 
not be brought forward until after the dis- 
eussion on the suspension of the army of 
reserve had taken place; and he thought 


it was understood that the right hon. gent. | 
would not bring forward his plan until | 


after the discussion should have taken 
place on the army of reserve: but be that 
as it might, he must submit that it was 
due to the ordinary disposition of. the 
House, that those who have any matters 
to propose, may be allowed the time they 
want to prepare what they have to bring 
forward; and although he could-not state 
the circumstances with strict propriety, 
yet he could not forbear saying, that se- 
veral members of the House were ap- 
prized of the intention of the right hon. 
gent. to postpone his motion. He wags 
sure he should have credit for what he 
said; it was, in point of fact, a truth, 
that several members of that House, who 
were not now present, had been impressed 
with an idea that the House would not 
proceed on this matter to-day. He con- 

tended, that no possible inconvenience 
- could arise from the course proposed by 
his right hon. friend; for the right hon. 
gent. would have as full and fair an op- 
‘portunity on Wednesday, as he had to- 
day, of bringing-forward his proposition: 
at the same time, he did not think it was 
worth while to protract the discussion at 
the present moment; and if it should 
be the pleasure of the House to pro- 
ceed on the bill, he hoped that no time 
would be wasted in preliminary discus- 
sions. 
Mr. For said, that the right hon. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer seemed to 
think that the right hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke) 
had expressed some doubt of his being 
* ready to-day; but so far from it, that 

ut. had postponed the discussion from 
Wednesday last to this day, on purpose 
that he might be ready. But if the right 
hon. Secretary of State’ felt himself less 
ready now _— he was on Wednesday last, 


next he’ w be? still less- ready, and, 


therefore, he’ saw no good reason for the 


delay 
Vou, Il. 


was, that on Wednesday’ 
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Mr. Secretary Yorke stated, that he had 
said he hoped-he should be ready with the 
clauses on Friday, but, at the same time, he 
mentioned that one or two of them re- 
‘quired a good deal of consideration. He ~ 
avowed that there was no intention on the 
,part of his Majesty’s ministers to depre- 
cate the discussion of the bill, but they 
inerely deprecated going into the commit- 
tee immediately, because they were not 
ready with the clauses intended to be pro 
posed. 
Mr. Pitt said, that one of the reasons 
which induced him to ‘press the discussion, 
was a desire to consult the convenience of 
the House. Another was, his wish to bring 
forward the discussion on this subject pres 
vious to any of the other discussions of 
which notices had been given. It was 
with reluctance, therefore, he consented 
to his amendment; but as he had the 
strongest desire to accommodate those 
whose duty it was to bring forward and 
arrange the public measures, he should 
not press it in this instance. He must 
say, however, that he did not yield to 
arguments. He had no reason for be- 
ing. anxious for this discussion to-day, 
but to consult the convenience of the 
House, and the only reason assigned was, 
that the Army of ‘Reserve Suspension Bill 
should be discussed before he submitted his 
proposition to the House; it was with 
considerable reluctance that- he consented 
to the delay of this discussion upon such 
a reason: at the same time he felt a strong 
desire to accommodate persons in the 
situation in which ministers professed 
themselves to be, although he was not 
convinced by their arguments, and to als 
low them all the advantages they thought 
they might gain by time, if they thought 4 
fuller attendance was likely to take place 
on another day; and he’saw no symptoms 
of indifference in that’ respect at present, 
the numbers being very considerable. He 
would not oppose the delay; he must 
however, be allowed to remark, that tak 
ing it for granted that a subject would’ not 
bé brought on the day it was appointed, 
was rather more than gent. were justified 
in doing. He was prepared to take the 
sense of the House on this matter; but ag 
gent. on the bench below him said they 
were not prepared to meet the subject now, 
if they thought they could, in a few days, 
be in any respect better able-to meet the 
question—if they had ni to give 
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proper precaution to uttend, and 
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that by fresh application some gent. who 
were absent now would attend on Wednes- 
day, or, from any otherreason, they shoula 
think they would be in a better condition to 
meet the case than they were at present, he 
should not oppose the delay ; but the sub- 
ject must be discussed, and he was anxious 
to submit his plan to the House. But still, 
however reluctant, he must agree to post- 
pone this matter to accommodate minis- 
question was then put and car- 
vied. 
[Excnequer Briius.]—Mr. Alexander, 
on the motion of ithe Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, brought up the report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. “On the 
question that the resolutions be read a 
second time, 
Mr. Johnstone rose to object to the fur- 
ther issue of Exchequer bills. He consi- 
dered 24,800,000]. the sum in this form 
now in the money market, and that it was 
much too large a sum to answer the pur- 
poses of national expedience. At the time 
the loan will be proposed, the quantity in 
the market will probably be 25,000,000l. 
and the effect of this enormous quantity, 
if continued, must necessarily be greatly 
to reduce their value. It should be recol- 
lected, that last year, when the financial 
negotiations were commenced, we had only 
20 millions in’ Exchequer bills, and we 
should panse before we departed from the 
established maxims of state policy, which. 
had been hitherto regarded with so much 
advantage. It’ was the more wise at this 
time to economise the pecuniary resources, 
as we might be led into a prodigious ex- 
penditure. Wemay be constrained to call 
out the volunteer force, and to support, in 
consequence, the expence of this immense 
military body. No less a sum than 16 
millions is to be raised between the present 
time and the 5th of April next. Another 
motive for the preference of a large loan 
to\a small one, to excuse the issue of Ex- 
chequer bills, is, that the loyalty loan is to 
be provided for. 1f the amount of Exche- 
quer bills were to be so extravagantly in- 
creased, we could not rely upon this. re- 
source for that, similar emergencies ; 
and next year, if the minister proceeded as 
he has done, we should have to fund for 
xchequer bills, in addition tothe periodi- | 
joan the necessaries of the state will re- 
quire. Exchequer bills are now, and have, 
-been for the-last month ata discount, He 
wished; that instead of § millions in this: 


only 3. millions should be issued... 
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would, perhaps, be said, that the issue of 
Exchequer bills is not now greater than at, 
some former periods. Looking, howeyer,, 
at the four last budgets, the quantity was 
never so burthensome as at present in that 
interval. It was true, that under the for- 
mer administration, they had been extend- 


‘ed to 26 millions; but the impolicy was 


soon discovered, and, as soon as possible, 


the diminution was effected. On every 


view of the case he could not discern any 
reason why the loan might not in the pre. 
sent instance be increased, and the bills 
diminished tive millions. If there was a 
plausible objection, it was, that the public 
had been led to expect the approaching 
Joan should not exceed 16 millions; but 
he was confident the right hon. gent. would 
not. barter away the substantial interests of 
the country to avoid disappointing this ex- 
pectation. He was sure the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had the benefit of the state 
nearest his heart, and would be equally 
disposed to sacrifice private feeling or po- 
pular applause to promote it. 
_ Mr. Vansittart agreed in the general 
principle, that an excessive issue of Ex- 
chequer bills would be injurious to the 
country, but denied that that was the case 
in the present instance. There were no 
bills outstanding of an earlier date than 
April 1803, and, from the quantity dis: 
charged, the market required a new issue; 
Those now outstanding would be mate- 
rially diminished this year, and as. the 
whole expenditure of the year was to be 
provided for by the ways and means of the 
year, without including Exchequer bills, a 
large amount of them would be paid off in 
the course of the year, and the quantity in 
the market, at any period, would never 
exceed the quantity at any former corre- 
sponding period.—A conversation ensued, 
in which 
Mr. Johnstone stated, that,, from an at- 
tentive investigation of the price current, 
he had found that Exchequer bills had 
been at a discount of one per cent. from 
the Ist of Jan. to the present time. Mr, 


Dent also stated, that they were at a dis- - 


connt. Mr. Vansittart, and the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer stated, that the bills 
that had been’ at a discount, were only 
those that bore an interest of 3d. a day, 
none of those issued by the present govt. 
bearing an interest of 33d. a day, were at 
a discount.—The resolutions were agreed 
to, ag well as those respecting the pay and 
clothing of the militia, and the allowance 
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to militia officers; and bills were ordered 
accordingly, 
CaTHOLICcs IN. THE Mruitta.]} 
—Mr, Dillon said, he was not aware when 
he gave his vote in favour of the Irish Mi- 
litia Offer Bill, that the Roman Catholics 
in the Irish militia as soon as they came 
over here would be subject to the penalties 
of the statute of Geo. I He wished to 
know, whether the right hon. gent. oppo- 
site had provided any~remedy for such 
Roman Catholic militiamen, against those 
penalties? If not, he should, on an early 
_ day, submit a motion to the House on the 
subject. 
. The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, the 
hon. geut. might have answered his own 
question. He could not have provided 
any remedy, but by a legislative measure, 
ef which the hon. gent. would have been 
aware, if it had been brought forward. He 
had only to observe, that there was nothing 
applicable to the Irish militia, which was 
not equally. applicable to the Irish Catho- 
lics in the regiments of the line, nor had 
they any thing more to apprehend. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, April 23. 


Counsel were heard in the cause Hunter 
y. Lord Kinnoul, which was ordered to be 
proceeded in on Thursday yext.—The Irish 
Manufactory Bill, and several pri- 
vate bills, were brought yp from the Com- 
mons.—The Irish Militia Augmentation 
Bill went through a commitiee, and was 
ordered to be read a third time to-mor- 
row. ‘The other bills on the table were 
forwarded in their several stages, and the 
House adjourned till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, April 23. 

Mrnutes.]—Lord Marsham, chairman 
of the committee on the Middlesex elec- 
tion, reported, that Benjamin Wield, or- 
dered to be taken into custody for disobe- 
dience to a summons of the said commit- 
tee, had appeared before the committee 
and given his evidence. The said B. 
Wield was ordered to be brought up to- 
morrow to be discharged.—Lord H. Petty 
reported from the Committee on the Il- 
chester election, that Mr. John Manners 
was duly elected, and that the petition of 
Mr. Ogle was frivolous and vexatious. 
- Mr. Dillon gave notice of his intention, to 


move, on Monday next, for leave to bring 


in a bill to exempt Catholics serving inthe: 


‘| Irish militia from the painsand penalties: 


of the statute of George the First.—Mr.' 
C. Dundas presented a petition for leave to” 


bring in a bill for defraying the expences. 


of prosecutions out of the county rate in: 
England and Wales. The petition was re- 
ferred to a committee.—Mr. Corry stated, 
that a loan of a million and a quarter had. 
been contracted for in Ireland, and gave 


‘notice that he should submit a motion with. 


respect toit, in the Committee of Supply on 
Wednesday.—Mr. Corry brought in a bill 
for continuing certain ‘acts relating to the 
duties in Ireland. Read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a 2d time to-morrow.— 
On the motion of Mr. Secretary Yorke, 
the amendments of the Lords on the Vo- 
lunteer Bill were, according to the prece- 
dent on the Militia Bill in 1757, referred 
to a Select Committee to report thereon 
to the House, as it should appear to them 
to be right. —On the motion of Lord Tem- 
ple, Mr. Windham and Mr. Grenville 
were added to this committee; as was Lord 
Temple on the motion of Mr. Secretary 
Yorke.—Mr. Alexander brought in bills 
for defraying the charges of the pay, 
clothing, and allowances of the British and 
Irish Militia, and raising the sums of 
8,000,000]. and 1,500,000]. on Exchequer 
Bills, which were all] read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a 2d time to-morrow.—— 
On the motion of Mr. Secretary Yorke, 
the House went intu a committee. on ‘the 
Militia Officers’ Bill. The report was or- 
dered to be received to-morrow.—On the 
motion of Mr. Sheridan, the considera 
tion of the petition, relating to the right 
of voting in the borough of Liskeard, was 
deferred from to-morrow till Thursday. 
Mr. Kinnaird moved. that an humble ad+ 
dress be presented to his Majesty, praying 
that his Majesty do give directions, that 
there be laid before the House a list of all 
Half-pay Officers, distinguishing the ranks, 
and stating those that were on the staff, 
those that were unemployed, and fit for 
service. Ordered, 

[Derence or Tux Country. ]—Mr. 
Fox, in pursuance of the notice he had 
previously given, rose to make his motion 
relative to the defence of the country, and 


addressed the House to the following pur- | 


port:—Il-am afraid, Sir, before | proceed 
to discuss the motion of which 1 have 
given notice, I shall find it absolutely -ne- 


cessary to make some. preliminary. obser- 


vations, occasioned by what has fallen 
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from time to time in. conversation in this 
House, whenever this subject of the de- 
- fence-of the country has occasionally been 
touched upon. And, Sir, those prelimi- 
nary observations appear to me the more 
necessary, on account of the construction, 
which members of this House, and others 
out of it, have been pleased to put on the 
extraordinary zeal which has appeared, not 
only in this House, but in every rank and 
class of society in support of the war. | 
_am, Sir, one of those who highly approve 
that zeal, and have ever been forward 
to give it my warmest commendation. 
Nothing can, in my opinion, be more pro- 
per, nor redound more highly to the ho- 
nour of the country; but, when I see an 
attempt made to turn that zeal into the 
course of a fallacious channel, and to 
argue on it as proceeding from an appro- 
bation in those who possess and evince it 
of the grounds on which the war was ori- 
ginally undertaken, or the manner in 
which it has since been conducted by his 
-Majesty’s ministers, I feel it necessary to 
enter my protest against any such assump- 
tion, and briefly to shew, that such zeal is 
in no degree connected with those subjecis 
to which it has been attributed. ‘That 
such a degree of zeal did from the com- 
mencement of the war exist is most cer- 
tain; I am myself a very striking and 
exemplary proof of it; that is to say, I felt 
myself, Sir, from the first moment that I 
saw hostilities could not be avoided, 
anxious and zealous in the extreme for 
the defence of the country, which I saw 
- menaced with an immediate and desperate 
attack, beyond what had ever before been 
known. But I can appeal to the recollec- 
tion of the members of this House, and to 
that, of the country at large also, that I by 
no means approved either the mode of 
‘commencing the war, or the manner of 
carrying it on. I shall, therefore, trouble 
the House with but very few words in- 
deed on it. Sir, from the first moment 
the war was actually commenced, it was 
immediately followed up by the continued 
ery of instant invasion, and that appre- 
hension has been kept alive with a steadi- 
- Ness and activity which I may say has been 
almost incessant. Is it possible, then, | 
Sir, under such circumstances, to attribute | 
the zeal which has so eminently and ex- | 
tensively displayed itself amongst all ranks 
‘and classes of the people, eayer to defend 
themselves, their properties, and families, 
‘against the attacks of so inveterate and 
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formidable an enemy, as we have now to. 


contend with, into an approbation of the 
war? I say, no, Sir. ‘To what is the war 
to be attributed? To the fear of the dan- 
ger we should incur by strictly complying 
with the terms of the peace. If this be so, 
‘Sir, it follows, that the minister who 
‘brings us into the greatest danger, wil] 
henceforth be entitled to have the most 
ample share of approbation. The question, 
as stated by ministers, and conceived as 
such by the whole country from the come 


mencement of hostilities, was a question . 


involving life, liberty, and existence; as 
such it was understood; as such it was 


universally felt; and this feeling, I say,- 


is not attributable to the war, or to. the 
causes which brought it on, but to the 
actual view the people saw it in, and the 
consequences which they were almost cer- 
tain must result from it, more than ever 
has been the issue of former wars. It may, 
perhaps, be argued by his Majesty’s 
ministers, that great numbers had voted 
for the first address, from whom I had the 
misfortune to “differ; but it must be rey 
collected, that on the second agitation of 
the subject, there was a much greater dif, 
ference of opinion, and afterwards great 
numbers wished they had acted otherwise 
than they had done, when they called to 


Ist, as to timeing the war; 2dly, as to the 
cause assigned for it; and 3dly, as to the 
particular manner in which it was con- 
ducted.—These preliminary observations, 
Sir, I have thought the more necessary, 
‘because, when about to make a motion of 
this kind, and to go into further considera- 
tion of the defence of the country, I can- 
not agree at all with those statements 
which infer, that. the extraordinary zeal 
of the country, evinced in behalf of every 
thing that is most dear to it, should be 
construed to imply an approbation either 
of timeing the war, or of the mode of con+ 


itself, I think it necessary, Sir, in the first 
place, to clear away the objections that 
may be made to it. When gent. have 
been repreached with feeling the “ panic 
of invasion,” it may be requisite to notice 
shortly, what is generally understood by 
the word panic. I should suppose, Sir, 
that the word panic applies to those whe 
would run away from, and not those who 


are desirous to defend any thing; I am_ 


therefore desirous not to have it said, that 
I, and those with whom I have the honour 


their recollection how ministers had acted; _ 


ducting it.—With respect to the motion 
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to act, are influenced by the panic of in- 
yasion, but that, well aware of the serious 
consequences which must inevitably result 
from such an event taking place, we ear- 
nestly wish, and are most anxious to put 
) the country in the best possible state of 

defence. i beg, Sir, that in expressing 
this wish, we may not be supposed to have 
acted on light or frivolous grounds, or on 
any inclination to raise alarm and dread, 
where none before existed. For when J 
see and advert to the numerous papers 
which have been laid on the table on this 
subject; when I take a view of the mea- 
‘sures already adopted by his Majesty’s 


ministers, as well as those with which we 


are told they are intended to be followed 
up, 1 cannot help saying, with Sir Chris- 
topher Hatton in the Critic, 

Oh pardon me, if my conjecture’s rash, 

But I surmise——=the State——w- 

Some danger apprehends !”” 
I must own, Sir, that I think the language 
. held out by some, of a wish to be invaded, 
is wrong, except with two provisoes ; Ist, 
that our fleet may immediately fall in with 
them, and instantly convince them of the 
folly and madness of the attempt; and 
Qdly, that having eluded the vigilance o! 
our fleets, our state of defesice should be 


such as, that when landed, they should 
soon be convinced that, as this was the 
first, so it would be the last time they 
would ever dare to meet us on our own 


shores. And I think, Sir, we ought not, 
by any means to build our hopes, or to 
form any idea, that because the enemy has 
not hitherto put his threats in execution, 
that he has therefore given up his design. 
Such reasoning would be fallacious in the 
extreme. If the enemy’have duly consi- 
dered all the various dangers and difficul- 
ties attending the enterprize, it is of very 
little signification at what particular period 
the attempt may be made ; whether it be in 
the year 3,4, or 5 of the war; we should only 
consider, that the longer it is delayed, the 
more formidable it may prove, and it is 
our first and most essential duty to be 
fully prepared to meetit, let it come when- 
ever it may. With the attention that I 
have been able to give of this subject, I 
once thought, Sir, that a general view of 
the defence of the country would be the 
best; but when I consider that there. are 
80 many difficulties attending the subject, 
“the difficulties of the finances of the 
country, the state of Treland, and many 
others of various natures, | have been in- 


duced to coming to a motion of @ | 
narrower kind. I mean, therefore, Sir, te 
confiné myself to the notice I gave of a 
particular defence of the country, and that 
I shall also endeavour to narrow as much 
as possible, in order to enable gent. to take 
as clear and perspicuous a view of it 
as possible. not, therefore, my 
tention, Sir, to take any notice at pre. 
sent of the naval defence of the country, 
In the next place; Sir, as to the volun- 
teers, considering that the system has been 
so lately discussed in this House, it will be 
needless for me to touch on them, except 
as an incidental subject, and by way of 
illustrating or strengthening any other.— 
I come now, Sir, therefore, to the parti+ 
ticular ground on which I mean to move, 
leaving it open to gent. to turn it in their . 
consideration, and to form such opinions 
on it as to them shall seem best. I mean, 
Sir, to confine myself to the land defence ;. 
and in doing so, I beg leave to observe, 
that passing by for the moment the volun- 
teers, there are, in my opinion, two great 
objects to be kept in view, and on which 
the utmost reliance may ultimately be 
placed. These are, the regular army on 
one hand, and an army consisting of la+ 
bourers, artificers, and peasantry, on the 
other. Now, Sir, as to the regular army, 
I have listened with the greatest attention 
to the arguments used by the right hon, 
gents. opposite to me, and also to those 
repeatedly urged with so much zeal and 
ability by an hon. officer (Colonel Crau- 
furd) behind me, between which statements 
I find there is a difference of, at least, one 
half. This being the case, I should be 
glad, Sir, to know what objection his 
Majesty’s ministers can have to let as 
know the real state of our army? T’ 
have frequently favoured us with different 
statements of so much and so much; but | 
I would wish to have the real state. ‘This 
cannot, Sir, give any fresh intelligence to 
the enemy. When we have the number of 
regiments, and not the number of rank 
and file, we have only a defective state- 
ment. What danger can there possibly be 
in giving that? At all events, I think such 
statements will be much better known from 
papers on the table, than from the partial, | 
mutilated accounts which the House re- 
ceives from the different statements of 
ministers, at different periods of time, 
without any documents by which we can 
fairly judge of their truth and exactness. 
With respect to one circumstance, Sir, I 
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own I cannot but feel considerable sur- 
prize. I have repeatedly heard it asserted, 
that, with regard. to Ireland, our. force 
there is at this moment as great as it was 
on the conclusion of the last peace—an 
assertion which may possibly be true, but 
which I must own it is somewhat difficult 
to believe... I. speak now, Sir, of the re- 
gular force, and in so doing, I must say, 
that with respect to the regular army in 
Treland, I do not mean to confine myself 
to troops of the line only, but to include 
the Irish militia, and. the British fencible 
regiments, which, at the conclusion of the 


-Jast war, amounted in Ireland to 50, or 


60,000 men. To. them are to be added 
also the several. English militia regiments, 
at that time in Ireland; and when this is 
done with care and accuracy, we may per- 


- haps.come to something like a certainty on 


these points, but not otherwise. As to 
what relates to the artillery, it is not the 
number of guns alone, but of drivers, 
horses,.carriages, ammunition, &c. which 
should be fairly and accurately stated, in 
order to enable us. to form any thing like 
azecompetent judgment on the subject. I 


‘think, also, Sir, that with respect to G. 


Britain, the statement of his Majesty’s 
ministers, that our forces are greater than 
at the conclusion of the war, are by no 
Means. more accurate than those state- 
ments they have given us respecting Ire- 
land. But I have been told, Sir, that if 
I had had my way, and my advice had 
been adopted, we should have had still a 
less. force than we now have. This, Sir, 
is stating the question comparatively be- 
tween a state of war and a state of peace, 
which certainly stand on very different 
grounds; and I appeal to the recollection 
and candour of the House whether, on 
every occasion in which I recommended 
2 low establishment, } did not expressly 
confine it. to a supposition of the continu- 
ance of peace; and that I never could have 
done so, had I conceived or had it in con- 
templation that his Majesty’s ministers 


Intended so soon to renew or re-commence 


2 war. My opinion has, at all times, 
invari been in favour of a large regu- 
Jar army, in time of war; but peculiarly 
so, where we had to begin with so ex- 
treme and pushing a necessity, for the 


defence of the country. No man, Sir, 


can have a higher or.more favourable opi- 
pion than I entertain of a militia, consi- 
dered as 2 constitutional defence... I know 
also that the discipline of the militia is 
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carried to a degree of excellence far beyond - 
what it has ever been in former times; but . 
with all that can be said of that brave and - 
respectable body of men, no man can say . 


that the:militia is equal to regular troops; 


it is impossible to conceive that those wha 4 
have not seen service can be equal to those . 
who have repeatedly been in action.—Have 
ing thus slightly touched on this subject, . 


Sir, I will now proceed to observe on what 


has been our progress in recruiting. We . 
have been told that it has gone on.as well; - 


notwithstanding the various . measures 
which have been adopted by ministers, 
as it used to do in former periods. I must 
here, Sir, begthe House to recollect, that 
different times atlord proportionate. dif- 


ferences in recruiting. It cannot be doubt- 


ed, that every contraction and difficulty 
thrown in the way of our manufactures 
and commerce, must facilitate the re- 
cruiting service, so long as such contraction 
and difficulties exist. Now, Sir, however 


strong this favourite theory of the day | 
may influence the minds of ministers on | 


the subject, I have no hesitation in saying, 
that in point of practice, it is not, so easy 
to get a man to enlist for life for 101. as it 


is to obtain one for 50]. to enlist for a . 
-limited service. 


And I will maintain, Sir, 
that it is an incredible and extravagant 
proposition to say that the recruiting ser- 
vice has not been injured, And though I 
should be inclined to admit, by way of 
argument, that we have actually gained in 
tht course of this year, yet I insist, at the 
same time, that we should have done so 
in a much greater degree, had it not been 
for the bounties which have been given 
with so lavish a hand, 
this subject now, Sir, by way of inquiry; 
but when ministers declare their intention 
of suspending the army of reserve, I can- 
not avoid pointing out to them that, for 
fear they should succeed, they are taking 
the utmost possible care and pains to meet 
themselves in their own market. Thereis, 
however, one measure, Sir, which I. will 
venture to recommend, and that is, to 
leave off the monstrous custom of particur 
larly distinguishing this country from. all 


the rest of Europe in military economy, 


by enlisting men for life. What shall we 
say, if we are told, that those who have 
the greatest military powers on foat, that 
those who have the greatest demand for 
military forces, and who govern countries 


where every thing gives way to the army, 


the men are enlisted only for a limited 


I am not arguing | 
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time? but in this country, whose pride 
and boast for centuries have been that of 
enjoying the greatest freedom of any na- 
tion under the sun, your soldiers must be 
slaves for life. Now, Sir, it is not from 
. my own opinion and feelings alone that I 
yenture to speak so decisively on this sub- 
ject; but I am convinced of the propriety 
of it from the authority of officers of the 
highest character and respectability, not 
in our own army only, but in ‘those of 
almost every other military power in Eu- 
rope who have either spoken or written on 
the subject. If, however, Sir, I went on 
_ that principle only, I would not, at such a 
crisis, venture to recommend an_altera- 
tion. But this, Sir, I say, is not only 
what Ought to be done, but what ought 
particularly. to be done at this time. In 
support of this doctrine, Sir, I beg leave 
to mention a single fact, which is well 
known to have happened within the last 
42,months. <A whole regiment of the 
proposed army of reserve would have en-. 
Jisted: into the regular army, if it had been 
for a limited service ; and as it is at pre- 
sent, very few indeed have been prevailed 
on to, do so with all the influence that. 
could be exerted. This is not mere theory ; 
it: is reasoning that is almost self-evident. 
Who is it that does not know the effect 
produced among the lower orders of the 
people when any of their own class en-. 
lists into the army ? they consider him as 
lost to the community for ever. If a son 
enlists into the regular army, his discon-: 
solate parents consider him as in a manner 
annibilated, and the wretched father has 
frequently been known to distress himself, 
_ and the rest of his family, to hoard and 
scrape together a sum that may be suffi- 
cient to buy him off.—Now, Sir, let. us 
take it in another point of view. Let us 
consider the time of life when this is ge- 
nerally done. By the established law of 
this country, and a most wise law it is, no 
man or woman is allowed to be capable of 
entering into any contract for the disposal 
of their property, or of their persons in 
marriage, till they arrive.at a certain age, 
and that age is in all cases fixed, at the 
period of arriving at man’s estate, at 21 
years, Yet, in the particular case of en- 
disting for a soldier, when it is perhaps the 
result of momentary passion, or folly, or 
ithe effect of intoxication, a poor, ignorant, 
unfortunate lad of 16 or 17, is allowed to 
-enter into a contract which is to bind him 
for life to a state in which he is liable to 


be sent from his friends and country to any 
part of the world. If, therefore, this eval 
could, Sir, be, to a certain degree, alle- 


viated, it must undoubtedly very much - 


contribute to increase ‘the satisfaction and 
happiness of the lower orders of the peo- 
ple; and such persons as tradesmen and 
farmers, far from looking on their sons as 
they now do, lost to them for ever, would, 
on. the contrary, part from them with a 
certain degree of satisfaction, in hopes of 
seeing them return, in the course of a few 
years, improved in their manners. and de- 
meanour, and with a superior knowledge 
of men and things, which might render 
them more fitted for the very purposes to 
which it was his original intention to bring 
them up. In answer to this, it may per- 
haps be urged, that if the soldiers who 
compose the regular army were enlisted 
for a certain time only, those who had it 
in their power would all quit at once, and 
so, we might be left without an army at all. 
But this I take to be an assumption by no 
means warranted in the nature of the case. 
On the contrary, I believe it has been 
pretty clearly proved by experience,’ that 
those who are really the best soldiers be- 
come so from a decided liking to the sere 
vice, and having been so long initiated in, 
and enured to, habits which they have 
imbibed by degrees, and grown partial to 
from age, are the most likely, when their 
time is out, to re-enter either into their 
own or some other regiment they may 
have private reasons for preferring. What! 
it will be asked, without any additional 
reward ?—Certainly not. They will expect 
and be-entitled to an increase of pay, ora 
new bounty, which is the first principle of 
recruiting ‘the army. ‘This mode of in- 
creasing our regular force, when added to 
the other, the taking away the competition 


produced by the army of reserve, &c.. 


cannot fail to produce advantages which 
may be almost said to be incalculable. 
The next circumstance, Sir, which I wish 
to advert to, as having greatly retarded 
and injured our recruiting: for the regular 
army, is the pernicious consequence of 


‘raising-men for rank. This beinga custom 


which. has long prevailed, will require 
great steadiness and perseverance to ‘pre- 
vent it. How far it is even to be regu- 
lated, I. will not: pretend to say; and I 
beg leave to observe, Mr. Speaker, that 
I am not now mentioning this as a _peremp- 
tory measure, but only as a desirable meas 


sure, which I heartily wish should. be -ate 
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tended to. I wish the House to go into a 
- committee, in order to see what may be 
done towards increasing considerably our 
regular army, and to ascertain how far and 
in what proportion the competitions which 
have existed have retarded and injured the 
same.— Now, Sir, having stated this on the 
_ subject of the regular army, I shall pro- 
“@eed to. the other more general and exten- 
sive armament, the volunteers, In do- 
ing this, Sir, it is not my intention to go 
into. the question of how far the first 
formation of the volunteérs was political ; 
how far it was right to encourage them to 
so great an extent; how far it was. then 
either right or consistent to repress their 
erdaur, and discourage their zeal; how 
far it was. politie to give such extensive 
exemptions, when no exemptions at all 
were looked for, and then to dispute, inch 
by inch, every privilege that had been 
granted-them. The zeal of the volunteers 
certainly stands on very high and advan- 


tageous grounds; and it cannot be denied, | 


. that having the volunteers, we have ob- 
tained a very large, and, it may be hoped, 
what. will in time turn out a very efficient 
force: they are meant undoubtedly to 
act with the regulars;.and if they are, 
im any great proportion employed, must 
‘prove a most material weapon. Still, Sir, 
we must not neglect the next material 
weapon which the nature of the country 
has put into our hands; I mean an armed 
peasantry. I own, Sir, that if these were 
meant to fight in battalion, they would 
not.be so truly efficient as volunteers ; 
but I beg leave to be understood, that I 
am not technically: speaking of an army. 
An army, however efficient, is not the 
only: power, in acountry: like this, which 
ought to be looked to: there is a general 
force besides, which is equally, or perhaps 
more. formidable to an invading enemy, 
which would be: continually throwing itself 
in their way,. and harassing and distressing 
themiat every turn:and on every occasion ; 
sometimes when least: expected, and al- 
ways: with great-advantage to themselves. 
Lhave been told; Sir, that I want to sub- 
stitute an armed: peasantry-in the place of 
the, volunteers: Sir; I would: have the 
volunteers come: to: the trial; but still I 
would also get the:others, I should never 
have done, Sir, were: I) to state all the 
‘advantages resulting from: such a body of 
‘men; and will therefore content myself 

with citing:only afew. In the first’ place, 
the: enormous: expence: of the volunteer 
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corps may tend in time greatly to dithinish 
them, What then will become of the 
state, should a great proportion of the 
volunteers be disbanded or dissolved? Jp 
possessing an armed peasantry, you have'a 
formidable force ready on all occasions to 
act in aid of a regular army. Who is it, 
Sir, that has not heard or read of the al. 
most innumerable advantages attendant 
on having ns ready dnd willing and 
able to fight on the spot, or in the neigh 
bourhood of those places in which they 
have been used to live, who are perfectly 
and accurately acquainted with the topo» 
graphy of the country, which must give 
them a power almost incalculable, from 
their being able to take advantage of every 
rising ground, and its adjoining valley, to 
fall upon a retreat from the enemy, as 
circumstances and’ occasions may require, 
to his almost certain defeat and discomfi- 
ture, as he will never be free from their. 
repeated and continued attacks? I freely 
confess, Sir, I see more advantages in this, 
as a permanent rather than a tem 

system, which war may and certainly will 
give birth to, but which being once fairly 
raised and trained, may remain for ever as 
a strong bulwark and invincible defence of 
the country. I say, therefore, arm: the 
people, but do not put an end to the ser- 
vice, which we may purchase at a trifling 
expence of money and of time, both in 
war and peace. It would become in a 
very short time an amusement instead of 
a toil, and each man in a parish would 
pride himself in being thus considered as 
the intrepid guardian and protector of his 
own family and rights, as well as those of 
his neighbours,. so that the whole country 
would soon. become linked in a band’ of 
patriotic affection, which all the foreign 
foes in the world would never be able to 
sever or cut asunder.—Now, Sir, I will 
consider it with a view to the volunteers: 
if such a system as this had been adopted 
20 years ago, the volunteer service would 
have been far more advanced. If you 
‘look to the volunteers alone, it ought to 
be for a mass of the country, who have 
been. properly trained to and periectly 
know the use of arms. ‘This, Sir, I am 
clear in, that the more you trust and place 
‘confidence in the people of this country, 
the better you will find their behaviour. 
If we bad a number of armed persous mn 
every part of the country, we could quell 
every insurrection without the interference - 
‘ofthe military to-settle civil feads.. Itis 
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not, however, to times of peace that I am, 
to-allude, but rather to the time of war.’ 
Ido not think that I am quite wrong when 
Tsay, suppose an enemy to land in this 
wountry, and his warfare to go on, I must 


#iot shut my eyes. to the possibility of an 


English army being defeated, for'such pos- 
sibilities do exist in the fate of war. Will 
ny man say, that if a report of the Eng-, 
lish army being defeated be circulated 
through the country, it is a matter of in- 
difference whether we be armed or not. 
throughout the whole kingdom? Even. 
after any partial success of the enemy, it 
could not be fh their power to procure 


‘provisions, or any other accommodation, 


without sending a detachment of their 
army to force it, and such detachments. 
might be successfully opposed, and even 
their victories, in the end, might’ prove 
their ruin. ‘Let us now take another view. 
of the case, and suppose that the British 


_ army had gained-an advantage, but had 
_ mot put the enemy to a total rout, will any 


man say, that if an army be forced to fly. 
in different directions, the rallying of that 
army will not be rendered exceedingly dif- 
ficult by means of an armed peasantry ?— 
i shall now proceed to take a view of 
what has actually been done by ministers 
to provide for the defence of the country ; | 
and, first of all, with regard to the Defence | 
Act, passed last session: I wish to make 
a few observations on the unlimited asser-_ 
tion of his Majesty’s prerogative. I at-| 
tach to myself some blame in having par- | 
ticipated in agreeing with such an asser- 
tion. It certainly is impossible for the 
members of this House to watch every 
word and sentence of every bill that is 


- brought in; and, therefore, the particular 


authors of each bill are looked to as more 
pe responsible for glaring errors. 

believe that 99 acts out of 100 pass 
without being critically and carefully exa- 
mined, as they ought to be, by the mem- 
bers of tlie’ House, consistent with their 
strict’ ‘and rigidduty.” But, it is in a par- 
ticular way the daty of ministers, that no 
bill be suffered to assert any false or dan- 
gerdus doctrine, in the perstiasion that it 
bray pass utiobserved in the hurry of le- 
vislation. | In July, 1803, the alarm of 
nvasion was so Imminent, aceording to 
ministers, that the Defence Bill must be 
passed by acclamation; and the zeal of 
the country being aroused to meet the in- 
vasion, which was to take place in Aug. 


- HO time was to be lost ih weighing and 


Vox. IL. 
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judging of the bill. Accordingly, I ‘find 
we overlooked a most serious declaration 
in thepreamble of the bill, and which, cer- 
tainly, if I had seen, I should have ex- 
erted the utmost efforts of my mind to 
have corrected, namely, “‘ that the King 
has a right to command bis liege sub- 
jects to take up arms, &c.” a doctrine 
which, to be admitted as true, ought to 
have been qualified and defined. It may 
be said, that his Majesty has the right to 
do justice, but he is to do justice accord- 
ing to law. And so is the prerogative of 
calling forth his people in arms. It must 
undoubtedly be said of any cotamunity, 
that they must possess the means of ‘pres 
serving themselves; and that, on the prin- 
ciple of the salus populi suprema lex, the 
power of calling forth the physical strength 
of the community must reside in it; and 
that the King, as the head, represents this 
community, and is the organ of its will. 
But this species of reasoning would justify 
the arbitrary assertions ; and all such fea. 
soning the spirit of our constitution ut- 
terly reprobates. The rights which our 
Sovereign possesses are defined as well as 
limited: and this has been most sensibly 
as well as ably stated by a great judge, 
who, speaking of this sort of abstract 
right, made use of these words: ‘for f 
freely declare, that ancient precedents, 
unless supported by modern usage, in cases 
of prerogative, have little weight with 
me.” Nothing can be more true thah 
these words of the learned Mr. Justice 
Foster; and nothing can be more appli+ 
cable to this strange assertion in the pre+ 
amble of this act. ‘Nb such right can be 
claimed by the King; no such right, how- 
‘ever it may have been part of the unde- 
fined prerogative in ancient times, can be 
exercised after the words of the statute ia 
the 25th of Ed. III. A statute made in 
an epoch which I respect, because the 
statutes of that period were marked by 
their wisdom, and by the principles of . 
sound legislation.- In @ statute of ‘that 
year it is expressly declared, “ no person 
shall be liable to serve but such ‘as“are 
bound by their tenures.” Ii, indeed, there 
were such a prerogative, it would ‘be iris 
practicable. The constitution has wisely 
planted an inseparable cheek over’ the 
abuse, and, thank God! not one of the — 
ancient undefined ‘prerogatives can be 6x 
ercised against the liberties of the people. 
To what an éxtent, and to what coiplete 
overthrow of every thing for which our 
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,would this right go? Money has been, 
perhaps by a strained metaphor, called the 
-sinews .of war. If his Majesty has the 
‘Tight of commanding the military service 
of his subjects, he must also be supposed 
to have the right of maintaining them ; 
.and-sa the power of the purse would be 
taken out,of the hands of the representa- 
tives of thé people. 1 state this only to 
shew how improper and unjustifiable it is 
to introduce such an expression into a 
bill, and-how negligent it is to let it pass. 
‘And it is not in the preamble of this act 
only that we see a dangerous door opened 
to abuse.—Let us look, then, at the enact- 
ments of the General Defence Act, re- 
specting this prerogative, which is asserted 
to be inherent in his Majesty. It states, 
that in the event of invasion, or the ap- 
pearance of the enemy in force upon the 
coast, it shall be lawful for his Majesty to 
-call out the persons who are enrolled un- 
der this act in the different counties; that 
it shall be lawful to call them out in such 
proportion as shall seem meet; to place 
them in any regiment of regulars, militia, 
or fencibles; to put them under martial 
law, and march them to any part of the 
coast, &c. This act, therefore, without 
any limit or qualification of rank, age, or 
‘station, empowers the King to compel any 
individual, however unfit for military ser- 
Vice, to serve. in the ranks exactly on the 
footing of enlisted soldiers, to be subject 
‘to all the severities of military duty and of 
martial law. . If this really be the prero- 
gative of his Majesty, it is one which can- 
not be contemplated without anxiety. 
Not to suppose the existence of great and 
violent abuse, it is sufficient to know, that 
such .power is liable to abuse; and no 
man, with the sentiments of freedom, and 
the confidence of independence, can feel 
perfectly easy te think, that to a law so 
unmitigated and so unqualified he may be 
subject. Is it possible to reflect on such 
@ power, without seeing how it may be 
abused and perverted? . It may be an ex- 
treme.case,.indeed, to state, that its sweep- 
dug- provisions give authority to the King 
to. take the.Prince. of Wales, place him 
under the command of his footman, and 
march, him in that.inferior capacity against 
the enemy. I know that such a case is 


jmpossible, but it illustrates the boundless 
authority which. the act confers, and which, 
am many, instances, it, is quite, easy to con- 
coive might be exercised, Might not 


> 
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vaneestors. have. successfully contended, 


tradesman or a farmer be hurried a 
from his family and occupations, and 


placed under the command of a corporal 


or serjeant, their own servants? Persons 
of every situation may be. pitched upon 
by malice or by revenge, and sent to per. 
form military service, for which they are 
unfit. I see that such a scheme of things 


does lie open to abuse, and the monstrous | 


abuse and injustice with which the execu. 
tion of it would be attended, must have 
prevented the attempt to carry it into ef- 
fect at all. I do not understand exactly 
the mode in which these provisions are to 
be reduced to practice. 4f the quota of 
men to be furnished by a parish was to be 
fixed by ballot, the inconvenience might 
frequently be very great, even where a 
sense of abuse did not aggravate the case, 
The ballot might, without any distinction 
of rank, age, or circumstances, compel any 
man to serve in person. In truth, a prine 
ciple more inconsistent with that sound 
and rational equality, which all laws and 
all human institutions ought to aim at in 
the imposition of burdens, never was de- 
vised. In practice it must be productive 
of extreme inequality, jardship, and griev- 
ance. Froim a true equality the principles 
of subordination flow; but, in the opera- 
tion of such measures as this, all distinc- 


tions are annihilated, and every thing is — 


levelled under the discretion of the crown. 
Indeed, ministers themselves, on some oc- 
casions, have acknowledged enough to 
shew that they were themselves convinced 
that the General Defence Act could not 
be carried into practice. It was said by 
one of them, that the Defence Act would 
have “ given way;” and so it must, for 
such extravagant powers could not have 
been exercised without an abuse that would 
have proved fatal to the measure. But 
still ministers contended it had. been of 
use, as it backed the volunteer system, 
What? Was it then thought necessary. te 
goad the people of this country forward 
in the defence of their houses, their, pro- 
perty, and their liberties, by the terrgr of 
these severe provisions ? am-.certain: that 
the spirit of the nation required n@ such 
spur. Why such bugbears) then Why 
thus compel the volunteers on, like. front 
rank by the bayonet of that behind it? 
But, in truth, what was this bugbear? Minis. 
ters admit that this act mighthave ‘“ givea 
way!” What was the value of this threat, 
this stimulus of the General Defence Act, 
which had its use? At any rate, if the peo- 
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ple wanted a spur, as they do not, would 
ou employ a menace, which, in fact, had 
in it nothing that could really alarm ? 
At least you ought not to threaten what 

u cannot enforce. I remember an anec- 
dote of one of your predecessors, Sir, 
who is allowed to have maintained the 
dignity and authority of the chair in a 
manner superior to all those who went 
before him, however he may have yielded 
to those who have come after him. It 


was a custom with that person (Mr. 


Speaker Onslow), when any member was 
guilty of any irregularity, to cry, “take 
care, Sir, or I'll name you.” And, on one 


_oecasion, a member, not mutch frightened 


by the threat, asked coolly, ‘‘ and sup- 
pose you do name me, what will be the: 
consequence?” ‘* The consequence!” re- 
plied ‘the Speaker, “‘ God only knows !” 
Now, in the same manner, ministers have 
thought it convenient to keep up the ter- 
ror of the General Defence Act, in order 
to stimulate the volunteers ; yet they are 
sensible, that the menace, would fail them, 
and that if they were tobe asked, what 
would be the consequence of their threat, 
their answer would be, ‘‘God only knows!” 
for no man could think of putting in prac- 
tice a measure so pregnant with oppression 
and injustice. In the volunteer _ bill, 


which was: lately so much the subject of | 


discussion in) the House,»it was argued to 
be unjust that a farmer should, against his 
will, be deprived of the labour of his ser- 
vant } and this provision, I understand, 
has been ‘altered in the other House. But 
indeed it was of little consequence to talk 
of the:hardship of the farmer being de- 
prived:cof: his servant, if he himself was 
liable to: be taken, and sent to serve in 
the army or militia, in Cornwall or Nor- 
thumberland, or any other:place the most 
remote’ from ‘his abode. But, in truth, 
the very atrécity of the fact made it im- 
possible to. put it into. execution; so that, 
in reality; it was as little calculated to be 
useful, as*it was altogether unnecessary as 
a stimulus to the zeal and to the patriot- 
ism of the country.~Having seen, there-' 
fore, that the General Defence Act was 
neither necessary in terrorem, and could 
be of no avail as a bugbear, what, practical 


good was it. calculated to affordin strength- 


ening our means of repelling invasion? 
I have repeatedly stated ‘in. this House, 
that I conceived it desirable that, in addi- 
tion to our other means ofdefence, we 
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ters themselves go so far as to say, that an 
armed peasantry may be of use to back 


service to back the regular army. They 
have never, however, proposed any ra.— 
tional practical means by which this ad-’ 
vantage can be obtained. Let us, there- 
fore; go into the committee, and discuss 
the subject. Let us-there try if we cannot 
devise some mode of strengthening and 
confirming whatever is well conceived -in 
the present system of defence, by that 
which all consider useful and important, 
though in different degrees. Let us there 
discuss how the peasantry are to be called 
out, armed and arrayed. Let us discuss’ 
how, in case of emergency, they are to be 
employed ; how far, if fire arms cannot be 
found, pikes may not with advantage be 
put into their hands, and whether it may ° 
be necessary to place them under martial’ 
law; or by what other code. they maybe’ 
rendered subject to discipline. ‘These are 
fit objects for discussion in the committee, : 
and there alone, indeed, can they be dis- 
cussed with advantage. ‘I'here, too, we- 
may revise, amend, and improve the-dif-- 
ferent measures that have already been 
passed for the public defence; there ‘we! 
may correet their errors; remove their’ 


I have already hinted the general import-- 
ance of calling forth the exertions of an’ 
armed peasantry, and in this, even they’ 
who think more highly of the volunteers,’ 
will perfectly concur, because the armed 
peasantry is not intended to supersede the’ 
volunteers. As to a detailed plan on this’ 
head, I do not propose to trouble ‘the: 
House with any at present. Neither am I> 
prepared to say how far this service should 
be voluntary or compulsory. That the 
voluntary zeal of the country would sup: 
ply every thing that could be desired, Iam’ 
perfectly convinced. At the same’ time,’ 
if it should be thought necessary to make’ 
the service in some degree compulsory,° 1° 
‘will not say that it might not be proper to’ 
make some’ provision for it. Neverthe- 
less, the means of calling forth that <aid’ 
must be freed from that injustice and ine. 
quality to which the General Defence. Act 
would now be liable. How, likewise, is 
this. force to be armed? And if muskets: 
cannot be furnished to all, surely those: 
who are most inclined to despise the pike, 


weapon than the spade or pitchfork, with 


Should have.an armed peasantry. Minis- 


the volunteers, as the latter will be of’ 


contradictions, and increase their effect.: 


‘which alone the peasantry are now armed, 


must admit that the pike is a muchsbetter, | 
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even were. they so arrayed and organized 
as to be capable of being employed with 
effect.. These, however, and. many other 
questions which are naturally connected 
with the subject, and which. will, doubt, 
more particularly: insisted: upon this 
evening, will be proper for the considera- 
tion of the committee, which it is the pur- 
pese,of my motion to institute, shall 
therefore conclude with moving, ‘That it 
referred. to a committee. of the whole 
House to revise the several: bills for the 
Defence. of the Country, and to consider: 
of such further measures as may: be. neces+ 
sary to make that defence. more. complete 
apd, permanent.” boas 
~The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
induced. to offer myself: to; your no- 
tice at this moment, rather than at a 
more advanced period of. the debate, for. 
the purpese of combating the arguments 
Which, the hon, gent.. has urged at .consi-: 
derable. length, in support. of one of the 
most extraordinary motions that, within 
My parliamentary. experience, has ever: 
been submitted to the consideration of this 
House. Ivhave another inducement, also, 


arising from some incidental circumstances: 
ig the speech, you have just heard, for 
tuespassing, at this early hour, upon the 


attention. of the House. The hon. gent, 
has alluded to the zeal and unanimity. 
which, at: present pervades all ranks and 
classes of society ; but his approbation is 
qualified by the observation, that itis a 
zeal. and unanimity solely to be attributed: 
to the fear of: invasion, inferring thereby, 
that bis. Majesty’s ministers, neither by. 
their measures; nor their. conduct, have 
cpnduced either to excite or maintain it. 
The hon. gent. has adverted to. some dis. 
qussions which. took place at the 
meneement.of the war; but it must be in. 
the recollection of gent. that the observa- 
tions which fell:from him on. one of those. 
occasions, drew forth the. reprehension of 
the, House; on another question, I had 
the benefit of that hon. gent.’s support. 
When a motion was made, the tendency of 
which was to condemn me and my col- 
leagues for engagingin the war, that hon.. 
geut. refused to~support it. By his: vote 
on that question, he did, in che fullest and 
most: unqualified manner, absolve ‘and 
acquit us entirely from the guilt of having. 
commenced that war. But, Sir, we do 
‘not! depend for our justification on the 
accidental approbation: of ‘tliat: hon. gent., 
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be. We build.it on much more solid and , 
extended grounds, the almost unanimous - 
vote of this House, by which it has, been 
sanctioned and confirmed. I come now. 
to the hon. gent.’s present motion, cers. 
tainly one of the most extraordinary that). 
has ever been brought before this House, 
for which there is‘no precedent in the, — 
parliamentary history of this country, to, 
which there is nothing analogous in the 
parliamentary usages of the country, and, 
which I am well: justified in describing as, 
ameasune most; uncommon and extraors 
dinary, when coupled with the strange and. 
singular matter which the hon., gent. hag. 
contrived to mix: with it. The, object, of, 
his motion is. to appoint a committee to: 
revise the acts that. have been passed for, 
the: defence of the country, and, to con, 
sider of, and: provide adequate means for, 
the protection: of it in future,  Sir,; there, 
is no man in this: House who, more highly) 
values the privileges of Parliament than: 
dois: there Is no man. in. the House; whe 
will: be more ready to assert and maintain. 
them. I know, that by the constitution it, 
is.invested, and it is fitting,it should be. 
with very great and. extensive powers;) 
will not.deny its. right to institute:a: 
committee for the purposes. that are pro-) 
posed. But, Sir, while admit the power 
of. the House to: do this, I. think I may: 
safely apply to the discretion of gent, that» 
they will not, by supporting the motion,. 
countenance: the establishment of, a.coms: 
mittee, which, in: its. proceeclings: and tex 
sult; must terminate: and. become, to: all: 
intents and purposes, committee of! a. 
perely military nature: Such a committer, 
‘would be rather a novel: and.ineommon; 
mode of manifesting either. the! authority 
or the prudence of this Houses and-one 
‘to: which, I persuaded, at; will not 
easily recur, except»upon much: stronger 
grounds than the hon. ‘gent. has brought 
forward: in: support: of his motion of. this; 
inight, There is something peculiar also 
‘in the matter ‘of the: hor. gent.’s: motions 
|For reasons peculiar to himself, no doubt, 
but which the House -will have little: diffi- 
culty in guessing at; he has totally omitted: 
all. mention. or allusion whatever to the: 
navy, and: has. wholly excluded: from his 
consideration the 400;000 volunteers, com-; 
posing so ‘essential a part af our-means of 
defence. But this peculiarity is not to bé 
exclusively’appropriated to the purport of 
his motion; or the’ various details that it 


«great as the effect of-his approbation might 


is intended: ‘to embrace. He. has so 
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worded: it; as\to take in all descriptions of 
sons, in this House, with all their float- 
ing and contradictory opinions; one man 
objecting to too great an extension of one 
of our force, another lamenting eny 
attempt gt its diminution; some recom: 
_jending a greater and some a lesser addi- 
; tion to the regular army, and. others, who 
differ ag to. that particular species of na- 
val force-we should employ ; some prefer- 
ting a, large number of, small. vessels, and: 
seme a small number of large vessels ; 
a, al} these, the hon, gent. has. found 
means, to gratify, in their individual ca- 
prices.and opinions, and, te include them 
within; the. compass of this. sweeping and 
general motion.—I come now to another 
t of\the hon, gent.’s.argument, in whieh; 

has, said, that he did not attach much 
credit, to the apprehension of invasion, 
The hon. gent. as I stated before, has been: 
pleased: to, declare that the present unani-. 
mity, arose entirely from the actual danger 
of the country, I know not by what dex- 
terity of argument. the hon. gent. will. be 
able ta, reconcile those two observations, 
that, as he says, there is no danger of in- 
vasion, and, again, that our unanimity is 
entirely owing to it. Nor am I very sali- 
citous on that head, when I recollect, that 
during the last war, that hon. gent. con- 
tinually. asserted, that it was the imjustice, 
-of that, wan which prevented. us from being. 
unanimous then. During.that war, I ber 
lieve. it cannot be imputed to that hon, 
gent. that he ever came forward with any 
proposition to avert any danger with which: 
the country might have been; menaced, nor; 

during. the actual hostility, has he even fa- 
‘voured his Majesty's, ministers. with any 
project, or suggestion. of his, or given 
them, in any way whatever, the advantage) 
of his great. talents. Indeed, the hon, 
gent. has. said, that if ministers had frankly 
communicated to him that they were really 
apprehensive of danger, he would. have; 
concurred jn any augmentation to. the pubr 
lic force they might have thought necessary 
for the public defence, But, Sir, was it: 
necessary’ that this should! have been made 
the subject of particular and: specific com~ 
Munieaiivn to him, or to any thinking man: 
this country? Is) it. possible that, hon, 
gent. could have: shut his eyes, and closed 
up his eulighiened mind against the-active, 
unceasip,, ad immoderate ambition of 
France, s:imulated and.-invited to the exer- 
tion: of, hut ynbition, and possessing the: 
means of gruiilying it, inthe possession af so 
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many hundred leagues of seacaast, extends 
ing almost the Texel toi the Adriatic? 
—In the course of the hon. geant’s. speech 
he has frequently adverted, but with 
partiality which } have reason to consplaiy 
of, to the declarations of ministers respect= 
ing the probable duration of the peace of 
Amiens. Sir, we never did pledge our« 
selves for the continuance of that:peaces | 
On the contrary; we always thought, and | 
omitted no opportunity af declaring sey 
that the best security for the continaance 
of peace, was to impress. France, andnot 
Only France, but all Europe, with a:cons. 
viction that our strength, our spirit, and. 
‘our means, were whole and inexhaustedy 
and that although’ we were) willing: to ad 
here to the peace we had made, we were 
ready for war, whenever insult or aggres# 
Sion, on the part) of any power, shoul@ 
jcompel us to it. . It was, Sir, from these 
imotives, that. our peace-establishment so 
greatly exceeded the: peace-establishment of 
1792, an augmentation: which: brought 
down onus the censure of the: hom. gent.« 
I come now: tothe hon» gent.’s motion, 
narrowed.and>restricted: to a degreé)incoris 
sistent with his: usvab candour, and 
worthy of his great mind. lie has directed 
his observations. principally to the regular 
and militia force, oniitting the and 
volunteers; and has recommended, with 
his accustomed. zea) and perseverance; the 
adoption of his favourite project of adding 
an armed. peasantry, He has chiefly re~ 
lied upon two points for the: appoimtment 
of this committee, from which: he: affects te 
suppose, that so many: advantages may be 
derived; one is; that the. pernicious /prin- 
ciple of recruiting by competition may be 
abolished in ‘it, and next, that the extent 
of service may be altered from. life to terms 
of years. I trust be able: to prove, 
to the satisfaction of: the House, that it 
would not be justified, that it would not 
be prudent nor advisable mit). to proceed 
to the formation of: swch. a) committed; 
upon such slight and snsafficient reasons. as 
have been mentioned. _My:noble: friend 
who sits near me (Lord Castlereagh) has 
stated, from authentic documents, that 
although the: recruiting for general service 
was:not so: great at present: asi/it) was ow 
former occasions, yet that it was as 'great 
as. circumstances: gave us. any’ right toex- 
pect, When, gent. Sir;.are: formed, that 
the persons who: are entrusted with his Ma. 
jesty’s govt. were conspelled to collect and 
take out.of your population no less. thar 
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200,000 men for the purpose of recruiting 
your army and your navy. and that within 
the space of little more than 12 months; 
they will cease to express any surprise that | 
the recruiting service should have expe- 
rienced: a: momentary cessation; when 
declare to:this House, on the part of that 
gost. that there is at present a regular 
» incthis country and in Ireland, com-’ 
posed of troops of the line and militia, .of 
vo less. than 184,000, I trust it will be 
acknowledged that his Majesty’s ministers. 
have net .been remiss or improvident in 
‘making adequate preparations for the de-’ 
fence of the:country. -When gent. reflect 
gpon the difficulties we had to encounter,’ 
that we had the militia to raise, that we 
had the army of the line to recruit, that 
we) had the. army of reserve establish, 
that we had «the defence act to prepare, 
and that we have a regular army, line and 
militia.of 184,000, that we have 400,000 
volunteers, that-we have 27,000 sea fen- 
cibles, independent of troops in other 
‘points, in garrisons, and in colonies, mak- 
in. the..whole a force. little short of 
$00,000, and greater in number by 200,000. 
than \the greatest exertion of the enemy: 
bring-forward? I say, Sir, when such 
difficulties and such successes are weighed 
‘@gainst.each other, I trust the House and: 
the country will admit that we are not that 
incapable incompetent. description of 
men the hon. mover.of the: question before 
you yendeavours to represent us. This, 
Sir, could: be. proved .by documents the 
‘most).authentic and. irrefragable; and 
though: for many reasons) which will be 
obvious to gent. I feel) strong objection 
to the production of such:information, yet) 
Iwill consent to: give. those: gent. - who: 
make the want of it a ground of complaint 
and accusation against’ ministers,-an ac+ 
count: ofthe military and naval force of 
the country as it actually is, but upon the 

_ express; condition that they do not ask for 
the distribution. of it. I am _ persuaded, 
Sir, that) if such an account. were laid on 
the table, it:would be the best, I will go’ 
farther, .and) say, it would decisive 
answer to the best argument the hon, gent. 
has,urged in: support of his: motion.--The. 
hon. genti:has gone at considerable length 
into the consideration of that principle 
expressed in the defence act, that itis his 
Majesty's prerogative ta.call upon the.ser- 
vices of.all ranks of:his subjects capable of 
bearing arms, in caseof invasion. Sir, in. 
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frequently alluded to in debate, but never’ 
opposed ; for it was admitted, generally: 
admitted, that his:Majesty possessed ‘such: 
‘a prerogative in case of invasion, and the 
only question was, well remember, whe-! 
\ther he could not resort to it before inva-s 
sion. ‘The hon. ‘gent. affects to acquit. 
ministers: of any blame in introducing the’ 
jassertion of that particular prerogative into. 
that bill, by presuming that in their anxiety’ 
|to: prepare for the defence of the country,: 
‘a solitary instance of recognizing it might: 
‘have escaped their observation, Sir, 
‘desire that principle may be thoroughly! 
‘examined and enquired. into; I desire that} 
‘it-be not taken, pro admisso, but’ that it 
‘may stand on its fair and general constis: 
‘tutional grounds—With respect to’ the’ 
‘hon. gent.’s motion, I am to look: for other 
‘motives, than those he has thought ‘prudent? . 
ito avow, for proposing it. I am to seek 
for. other reasons for a motion peculiarly; 
‘calculated to collect all the floating opi-: 
-nions of the House, and to create such an’ 
‘opposition: to - his Majesty’s ministers as’ 
would tend to produce a change of: admi- 
‘nistration. If that be the object of .the! 
hon, gent.’s motion, let him state ‘80,’ 
broadly and unequivocally ; let him pro- 
duce .some specific accusation; let him 
bring forward some direct, explicit charge,’ 
and let him take the sense of the House on’ 
it; but let him not bring it forward in this? 
and underhand mode, and’ by ‘a 
‘detour endeavour to ‘stigmatize those he! 
has not the courage to aecuse boldly and; 
‘manfully. Let-not the hon. gent. I say,! 
have recourse to’a paltry expedient of this! 
nature, it is unworthy of him. If we’ are) 
fairly attacked, if we are accused upon’ 
specific grounds, we are ready and eee 
to meet the charge, and we shall find, [) 
‘trust, no difficulty in defending and justi») 
| fying ourselves upon fair, open, and con-; 
stitutional principles. To the motion of 
the hon. gent. I feel the strongest objec= 
tions, and Iam bound to resist it upon’ 
every consideration of prudence and of. 
public policy. I call upon every member 
of thie House to look at the state of the 
country, and to say, whether such a com- 
mittee is practicable or adviseable? To: 
accomplish all the objects proposed by it,' 
you'must bring officers from their duty,; 
with great inconvenience to the public’ 
service, and possibly with greater danger 
to the public safety ; you must collect do-. 
cuments and information from various 


discussing .that bull, that. principle was | quarters; you must haye all the records: 
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‘and accounts, the plans and the proposals | 
that are possessed, or have been submitted 
to the different departments, laid on that 
table, and examined, and, what is no tri- 
vial objection, made public, before you 
can come to a right, or indeed to any con- 
clusion, as to whether the naval and mili. 
tary force of the country has been pro- 
perly employed and administered. I do 
not mean to say, that a great state neces- 
sity may not justify the appointment of 
such a committee; but I leave it to the 
wisdom of the House to determine, if any 
proofs of such necessity have been ad- 
vanced in support of the present dangerous 
and extraordinary. measure. And I must 
say, that the arguments in support of the 
motion are too feeble, impotent, and in- 
significant to justify so important and deli- 
cate a proceeding. I entertain a perfect 
confidence, therefore, thatin opposing: the 
motion, I shall have the concurrence of a 
large majority of the House. I say a large 


majority of the House, for I cannot sup- 


pose, that they will be so indifferent to the 
order and dignity of their own proceedings 
as to be misled by such statements into a 
measure, so unprecedented and dangerous 
as the motion the hon. gent. proposes. I 
therefore fee] it my duty to give it a decided 
negative, 

_ Mr. Pitt.—I cannot agree, Sir, with the 
right hon. gent. who has just spoken; in 
the description of the motion which is 
now before the House. It is a motion, in 
my view of it, which is neither calculated 
to embrace opinions hostile to govt. nor 
to any ministers whatever, nor to embrace 
Opinions that may have been entertained 
on small and minute points, and thereby 
produce a general concurrence against 
ministers to criticize upon their conduet, 
when such members might have but small 


and minute differences in their opinions as 
- to the detai) of a system to which they 


generally assent; but .it is a motion cal- 
culated to embrace all those who consider 
that such a measure ought tu be adopted 
and substituted for that which they consi- 
der to be inadequate for our defence, and 
to. call the attention, of those who are dis+ 
posed to take a grave and radical review 
of our public affairs—a review of all the 
resources which govt. have brought -for- 
ward ; who think that no part of: our de- 
fence is adequate to what we ought to 
expect—all those who are convinced, -by 
experience, that after 12 months have been 
given to these gent. to exhaust all the re- 
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sources of their minds, to amefid, and 
what they have thought, to improve from 
the suggestion of others; all those w 

are convinced upon mature reflection, that 
from the present ministers, or under them, 
nothing is likely to originate to give to this 
country any fair chance of ‘having what is 
due to its own zéal and its own exertion, 
at the most important and the most criti- 
cal period that ever existed in its history, 
which he embraced by the present motion ; 
and | confess‘I am one of those who look 
at this subject in that point of view, and 
I am inclined to support this motion on 
almost all the grounds which the hon. gent. 
urged who moved it. I feel it my duty to 
my sovereign and to my country, to do so, 
not only on all the reasons which thai hon. 
gent. has urged in support of it, but also 
tor many which he omitted to state, and 
which I shall slightly touch upon. But the 
right hon. gent. who spoke last, with all 
his recollection of the records of parlias 
ment, and with all the force of his imagi- 
nation, which he indulged to supply his 
recollection, has only proved that he knew 
of no motion like the present; and also 
by the same authority, which is himself, 
that when circumstances are extraordinary, 
the measures to provide for them are like- 
wise extraordinary; and I think we may 
add, that whatever extraordinary mea- 
sures may be adopted, the present crisis 
which requires them is also extraordinary ; 
and this the right hon. gent. appears to be 
surprized at, as if it were extraordinary te 
propose a committee of this House, to 
consider of the means for providing for thé 
defence of the country; as if it ‘were ex- 
traordinary, that after 12 months of the 
war, preceded by a peace which, by the 
confession of ministers themselves, was a 
mere notice of that war,'and a war-in 
which they themselves have been exhausted 
in their skill ; and yet in the course of the 
last 12 months, they have brought forward 
nothing in which there has not: been a va- 
risty of contradictions in the-plans, repug- 
nancies in the measures, and: imbecility - 
in the execution. Nothing in which every 
step has not been marked by unnecessary 
delay; and at last the measures adopted 
amounting almost to a. retraction ‘of the 
principle upon which it was founded. I 
should say it is extraordinary indéed, -if 
after having such and so many melancholy 
proofs that ministers themselves, after re= . 
peated trials, have proved what is to be 


expected from them, by what they have 
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produced, if this House did not inquire 
anto this important subject, in the hope of 
being able wo. devise some better means for’ 


but it isa force which all. of us allowed ty 
be an extremely valuable force; and now 
there is hardly any difference between the 


the defence of the country than any which | hon. gent. who made this motion, and his 


they have brought forward for that pur-' 
(pose; course in which, if they are per- 
mitted to goon, there can be no hope of 


safety to this country, Such has been the | 


mode-in which they have managed the im- 
portant charge of defending the country! I 
fee} that I. am compelled to make this 
strong and explicit declaration of my sen- 
timents. I do consider the measure for the 
increase.of the regular army as a measure 
for which ministers are unable to provide; 
‘ fer itis only a few nights ago, since we 
had the confession of ministers themselves, 
that the necessity was so great for the 
making a provision for this purpose, that 
the measure they themselves had formerly 
brought forward, they would consent to 
abandon, if by any other measure the in- 
erease of the regular army could be pro- 
duced.-—I do not mean to say any thing of 
the propriety of the measure proposed 
upon the subject of an armed peasantry, 
nor of substituting an armed peasantry for 
the volunteers; which the right hon. gent. 
who spoke last, at one time was about to 
state, as being the idea of the hon. gent. 
who has brought forward this motion ; but 
he set himself right afterwards, and ad- 
mitted of a difference, not a very slight 
- one, that. of adding an armed peasantry to 
the volunteers, instead of substituting them 
for the volunteers. And if there are per- 
sons who think, that, in point of substance, 
the volunteers are more essential for the 
actual and efficient service of the country 
than the armed peasantry, as certainly. 
there are great numbers that would be for 
- altering the quality of our mode of defence; 
but then they may assent to having the aid 
of the peasantry, but not in the way in 
which it was stated by the right hon. gent. ; 


" and, as to the volunteers, we have a right | 


to avail ourselves of the full benefit of that 
_ force; a force which has often been, and 
justly is, a favourite with this House and 
the public ; a force, which whatever it may 
have been in its origin, has now the advan- 
tage of being formed, and of being inia 
great state of efficiency as a force, though 
hone of its efficiency has been owing to 
ministers. Often it has produced among 
ws some difference of opinion, as to the 
precise extent to which you should carry 
it; and as to the circumstances under 
which you should render it most effectual ; 


Majesty’s government, on the subject of 
the armed peasantry, he says it may be & 
proper thing if ministers and parliament 
Shall think it right. So the right hon, 
gent. has gone the length of admitting the 
measure may be right, if be skall hereafter 
think so. I say, I think it clearly right 
that you should institute an inquiry whe. 
ther it is right or not. Have we not been 
told by ministers for these six months past, 
that the invasion might take place per 
haps within 24 hours? Is it a time to pro. 
crastinate any wise measures, any efficient 
plans of defence, at a time when we see that 
the enemy have surmounted many of those 
preliminary difficulties which some months 
ago were deemed invincible? Have not the 
enemy supplied those means of conveyance 
which it was at first thought must render 
all the threats of the enemy vain and fu- 


tile? Have they not, in the face of that — 


navy which ministers so confidently boast 
has been carried toits utmost strength, and 
has been distributed with the most perfect 
judgment—have they not, within sight of 
our shores, and in defiance of our ob. 
struction, assembled in one port between 
13 and 1400 vessels, capable of conveying 
from 50 to 100 and 150 men each? Have 
they not proved that all our reasonings 
about the impossibility of sailing from one 
port, the difficulty of a concerted: attack, 
the obstacle of winds and tides, were un- 
founded, and that the contempt we enter- 
tained for their preparations and for their 
menaces were ill-founded and unwarrant- 
ed? With such facts before us, ought we 
to suspend or delay any means that can 
contribute to our safety? We ought not to 
treat with contempt, or with a false secu- 
rity pronounce impracticable, the projects 
of a bold, enterprizing, and desperate, 
though often fortunate enemy, and one, 
too, that never stood’ in the way of good 
fortune by a dread of bad. If, then, an 
armed peasantry is calculated to be of any 
utility in Essex, Kent, or Sussex, in op* 
posing an enemy, and retarding their pro- 


gress to ithe metropolis, it is fit that notime — 


should’ be-lost in devising a plan for obtain+ 
ing this additional aid. The hon. gent. next 
contends; that. the motion is unconstite- 
tional ; but what is there unconstitutional 
in teferring to ‘thé consideration of @ 


of ‘the: whiole House, which I 
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understand to be: the object of the motion 
Fox’ nodded»assent), certain acts 
passed by thy legislature, so that they may 
be moditied, altered, and improved? Is 
the. hon. gent. who so long tilled that-chair, 
with so much credit to himself and advan- 
tage to the House, so little acquainted 
_ with parliamentary usages as not to know, 
that in a committee of the whole * House 
alone several proceedings can regularly 
originate. Matters of religion, grievance, 
trade, finance, &c. must first be discussed in 
a committee of the whole House. If, then, 
questions on those subjects must originate 
in a committee, can there be any scruple 
to refer to a similarcommittee, measures, 
the object of which is to defend every 
thing that is dear and valuable to a state, 
the religion which exalts, the commerce 
which enriches, the laws which regulate 
and protect? Is there any thing extraordi- 
nary, any thing dangerous, then, in. the 


present motion? Will it be -said that the. 


system of defence is so good that there is 
nothing to be added to it? Is the expe-, 
‘rience of it in its fmuits and effects such as 
to encourage us {o rely with implicit con- 
fidence in the energy and resources of mi- 
nisters?) What measures have they ever 
adopted that have not been thwarted by 
some other of their measures? What eff- 
cient plan has been proposed for the re- 
-cruiting the regular army ? Can we indulge 
-the vain and chimerical hope, that, with-' 
‘out any new regulations as to the period 
.of service, sach as those proposed by the 
right hon. gent. recruits will be obtained 


for eight guineas, when they can hardly 


be procured for forty and fifty pounds? Is 
it upon the wisdom, the vigilance, and the 
energy of these ministers that we can 
-rely, when we have seen that no one mea- 
sure for the public defence can they be 
‘truly said to have originated, when several 


“they have retarded or enfeebled? I am 


satisfied that sone plan for the permanent 
treeruiting of the army ought to be settled, 
‘and that we ought with all dispatch proceed 
to. that important subject. | But neglecting 
‘the regular army, have ministers improved 


--and perfected that system of the volun- 


‘teers.in which they have spent so much 
.time? [venture to affirm; that the volun- 
-teer system is still far from that state of 
“perfection to: which: it: might be carried! 
“‘Theiarmy of reserve, instead of beitig-sus- 
~pended, should be modified. In regard to 
“fortifications, too,'in which, hitherto; ‘so 


Yittle -has been done, I will venture tostate, 
VOL, il, 


that. due precautions: in ‘that-department 
have been much neglected, and that many 
things have been omitted to be done,which, 
in case of invasion, would tend bothtosave 
the .lives.of men and to check the progress 
of an invader, Fromall:that-I have:heard, 
too, on the subject ofthenavy; and in spiteof 
that magnificent catalogue of ships which mi- 
nisters have produced, and which I shall not 
at present dissect, 1 must repeat, thatthe 
conduct of that branch of our defence, ‘has 
not been'such as the public had ‘a:right:to 
expect, and upon:this subject maytake 
an opportunity to state circumstances that 
will astonish the House: and the country. 


form the most conclusive argument in fa- 
vour of the motion, and though the right 
hon, gent. who made it, did not dilate on 
these topics, he naturally expected,: and 
stated his expectation, that they would be 
taken up by other speakers in the course 
of the debate. It is true that ministers‘on 
this ‘as on former occasions, have given‘us 
@ pompous. enumeration of the force of the 
country. Ihave heard that statement 
with pride. It affords the most consolatory 
evidence of what the country is capable’of 
doing. But I and other members of this 
‘House have at least as good a right ‘te 
exult in that survey of.our strength as mi« 
nisters. We have not ‘been wanting’ in 
our exertions to.contribute to call forth tle 
spirit of the country, and to orgahize ‘its 
strength. ‘That spirit.and exertion, how- 
ever, belong to the country; and arenot'to 
be ascribed to the direction or the ene 

of the governmenti:’ Indeed, if there 

any who ought peculiarly to separate that 
pride from any feebing’of personal-merit, it 
is the present ministers; who have had so 
little share in the national energy.‘ No one 
measure can they claim'as their own} tio 
one measure have they improved and per. 
fected ; very ‘many ‘they have 
by their delays; and destroyed by their in- 
congruities. Whatever then the spirit and 
zeal of a free and brave people’ may Have 
been, under. the sense of danger, ought 
fairly to be separated from the tardiness, 
langour, and imbecility of ministers - 

every thing of which they have’ assuiiied the 
direction.” Ministers boast of what others 
have suggested, or voluntary public ‘zeal 
has effected, as if what was done was 


fettly adequate to our ‘security. 


enongh to have provided against the danger 
ofa final conquest? Enough has not beén 
done unless’ we have adopted every practi- 


These, and many other considerations, 
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seable:and'rational’ means of checking the 
‘enemy,’ sliould ‘they’ invade ‘our shores, 
withthe least .sacrifice: of life, with the 
deast. waste of the public resources, with 


 s@orapidity ‘thatowill disappoint the enemy’s 


jects of devastation. Enough has not 


‘been: dote;: unless: every thing bas been 


«provided, by:which, the shortest space, 
twe may be. enabled. 'to. defeat) the enemy 
qwith that signal-overthrow and destruc- 
ation,» as will; for ‘ever: deter, them from a 
qepétition of! the attack, and for ever re- 
dieve’ the country from: the alarm »and 
jarixiety of imvasion.._I.do hot mean to) 


othe enemy would; according to | 
- all human ‘calculation, :succeed: in their | 


_-desigus; even other means of 
sdefence but those: which now exist; but: 


dhave we. reason’: to believe that. our. 


istrength is yet arrayed in the best manner, 


"that our forces are distributed at the pro-| 


points, so-as to act with the most 
eisive effect ? Unless this be done: (as I 
-fear-rit, is not), it. is not enough to say 
«that. we have 184,000 regulars and mi-! 
tlitia,and 400,000 volunteers; and, in-. 
deed, when. it is proved: by . their own 
statements, that the resources of the coun- 
olry are so great; it forms an additional 
«ground of'censure against ministers, if our 
_ system of defence be not adequate to every 
demand, »As:to the observations which have 
-been made upon'the amount of force which, 
Should have been kept up during the peace, 
-and the proportion which existed at the 
orenewal of the war, whatever, I may think 
with srespect to the opinion held: by the 
 hon.,gent. who opened, the debate: upon 
former occasion, I cannot, without sur- 
prise, hear. from: the right hon. gent. who 
obas,jast. sat down, ‘that he conceived the 
force’ which was maintained during the 
gpeace.as amply sufficient to meet any pro- 
_bable emergency; for that right hon. gent. 
in possession. of much knowledge of 
.the disposition of the.enemy, .which must 
jhave satisfied bis mind of the propriety of 
making more extensive preparations for a 


.state of, hostility, That ‘knowledge the 
Fight hon..gent. to be sure studiously con- 
cealed. from parliament, .and therefore the 


h., gent. upon the opposite bench was, 


with, many others, incompetent: to. form 


_ Opinion, of the -impending . danger; 
_but not so his Majesty's ministers, who-ha 
yet neglected to.provide against it. They 


by @ manifesto since published :ta 


“the .world, explained.-that. there were 


-PARL) DEBATES, 23, of the {212 


the conclusion of the ‘peate, to complain 
of the conduct and to suspect the inten- 
tions of Buonaparte, had yet omitted to 
devise measures to counteract his designs, 
and'to put the country in a state fitted for 
the description of hostility to be appre- 
hended, In this state the country is not, 
in point of fact, even now placed; ‘and 
this forms one of my reasons for concur= 
ring in the motion before the House, be- 
cause, as they who thought the peace not 
likely to continue, did not prepare for 
war, and who, since the war has com- 
menced, have not preserved that course 
of vigorous exertion which the situation 
of the empire called sfor, are not those in 
whom ‘1 would confide for the establish- 
ment of our security. Ministers foresaw 
the war, and yet they did not attempt to 
ballot for the militia, as they should have 
done, during, the peace. ‘They should have 
availed themselves of that period, when 
they must, according to their own confes- 
sions, since so repeatedly made, have con- 
templated war as something more than 
probable, set every means in motion of 
defending the country against invasion.— 
The observations they were enabled to 
“make, at the close of the last war, of the 
plans and ‘purpose of Buonaparte, were 
sufficient to assure them that his ‘first no- 
tion was an invasion of this country, which 
the short'period that elapsed between the 
-establishment of peace upon the Conti- 
nent, and the conclusion of the treaty of 
Amiens, did not qualify him to attempt, 
but the progress of his, then preparations 
served to shew that bis resolution was not 
to make desultory attacks upon us, but to 
do that which he has since accomplished, 
viz. to collect a large force upom some 
_part of the coast most convenient for the 
purpose of making a descent upon this 
country. What then are we to think of 
those ministers who, with such an oppor- 
tunity of observation, overlooked renew- 
ing the ballot for that. important part of 
our force, the militia, during peace?) And 
how did they/act towards the volunteers, on 
whose gallantry they now profess so much 
to rely? The douse must have in recollec- 
tion the letters which ministers addressed 
to| that body: of men during the ‘peace, 
which letters were so niuch calculated ra- 
‘ther to damp thanto animate and encou- 
rage the zeal of those-corps, But this was 
not.all; for, ‘under circumstances. pecu- 
liarly auspicious for the purpose, and with 


grounds, almost. froma. immediately -after 


before them .1-have already 
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mentioned, they refused to attend to a 
plan suggested to them for providing a 
certain resource for the recruiting und 
supply of our regular army. This plan 
was founded upon the same principle as 
that of the army of reserve, with the ad- 
dition of that which I took occasion lately 
to lay before the House, and which, if 
adopted when my opinion was first urged 
to ministers, would have furnished the 
means of adding to our army, with all 
possible expedition, not less than 40 or 
50,000 men. This plan has, I admit, been 
since adopted in part; and [ shall ‘cer- 
tainly feel it my duty to urge the adoption 
of the whole of it again and again. The 
committee proposed by the motion, I con- 
ceive the most convenient place for enter- 
ing into the detail of this and other mea- 
Sures for the public defence, to no branch 
of. which, I perceive with regret, have mi- 
nisters attended in due time, and to the 
execution of none of which do they appear 
to be adequate. Passing by all the omis- 
sions I complain of during the period of 
peace; drawing a veil over their conduct 
on that occasion altogether; and sup- 
posing the war recommenced as much to 
the surprise of ministers, as to that of 
many persons in that House and the coun- 


try; supposing that they were not at all 
prepared to expeet it, let us only look at 
their proceedings since that event, and let 
us examine how far their measures have 
been so contrived or executed as to justify 
a hope, much less an opinion, of safety 


to be derived from their exertion. The 
first. part of their plan of defence, and 
that to which they seemed principally to 
look,. related to Volunteers. This topic 
has, I am aware, been already very fully 
discussed, and on that account overlooked 
by the hon. mover of the proposition be- 
fore the House; but upon this point 1) 
would wish to ask of ministers whether 
they foresaw, or had even a remote idea, 
at the commencement of hostilities, that 
this description of our ferce would have 
extended so far, whether they contem- 
plated that it-ever should be so numerous? 
It was known by those who had any know- 
ledge of their sentiments, who had any 
conversation with ministers, that they had 
no such intentions, and that, on the con- 
trary, they expressed their disapprobation 
of the policy of their predecessors, in al- 
lowing the volunteer system to enlarge so 
much. This fact I allude to merely to 


shew thet they aye entitled to no praise 


for the multiplication of the volunteers; 
and’ to state that the..gpirit which. 
duced the jncrease of. that.body, arose, ont 
of the discussions of. this House—a. spirit 
which, as. ministers, themselves admitted, 
far outvies their, calculation or hopes; — 
and. also, as. it seemed, exceeded. their 
power of direction, for they afterwards 
thought proper to check and restrain it. 
So much as to the origin of the volun- 
teer system. But how did ministers pro- 
ceed to carry that: system, into execution ? 
Why, without going much at length ‘bot 
this part of the subject, which Ido a 
mean at present, I will merely remark on 
the case of exemptions, which have beep 
much and very justly objected to. The 
propriety of granting of these exemptions 
I never could see--certain it is that they 
were never necessary; for the volunteers, 
for the most part, required no. such thing 
in the shape of encouragement to. offer 
their services, and many of them were not 
at all aware, when they did engage, that 
any exemptions were to be granted: on 
the contrary, it is notorious that they were 
in several districts actually subscribing @ 
certain sum each to. purchase substitutes 
for any of their body which might: be bal- 
loted for the militia. Such was, the state 
of the volunteers when the act of parlias 
ment was passed, with the strong recom- 
mendation of ministers, for allowing ex- 
emptions, clogged, however,» with such 
conditions, that the measure was not to 
be well understood. . In another. part of 
this act of ministers, there was something 
still less intelligible with respect to a -vo- 
lunteer’s right of resignation, upon which — 
ministers had evinced the most complete 
want of penetration .and.foresight. Had 
they judged wisely, they neyer wquid have 
attempted to dispute this.right; for, para- 
doxical as it may seem, nothing tends 
more to preserve discipline among thyse 
corps, than the undisputed exercise of 
this right;. and the reason is this, that 
while a volunteer bas.the nght. of leaving 
a corps, he cannot object to any regula- 
tion that may be deemed necessary, by a 
commanding officer for the promotion of 
order and discipline im. such corps, th 
private having his choice to submit or 
resign: but as to the act of ministers, the 
Attorney-General, for whose and 
learning I entertain the most unieignec 
respect, interpreted the law upon resigna- 
tious in one way, and the court of King’: 
Bench in another. Ministers, in this cor- 


= 
| | 
| 
| 
i] 
q 
| 
1 
| 
i 
| | 
q 
| | 
| i] 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 


215] PARL. DEBATES, Arnts'93, 1804. Defence of the Cowitry’ (216 
tradiction, thought proper to circulate the’ 


Opinion of the former as that to be ‘acted 
upon by the volunteers, although’ they 
have since avowed that they did not agree 
with that opinion, and that they intended 
to introduce ‘a declaratory law upon the 
subject. This I must class among the must 
unaccountable proceedings of ministers. 
As to the volunteer system generully, ac- 
cording to its present constitution, it ap- 
pears to me to have several radical errors, 
and'principally as to the mode’ in which 
the’ volunteers ‘are distributed over the 
fate of* the country. When they were 
forming, and''particularly when it was de- 
termined to limit their numbers, regard 
should have been had to the proportion 
Gh to be assigned to each district. 

ith that view, it would have been right 
to consider the difference between the in- 
Jand and maritime counties, which were 
‘the ‘more probable points of attack, and 
which was the most important to preserve. 
Our great naval arsenals, and those places 
which are most contiguous to our principal 
manufactoriés, ought of course to be the 
first objects of govt. in settling the relative 
proportion of volunteers which the several 
districts “should be’ allowed to furnish— 
allowed, I call'it, ‘for it was at the discre- 
tion of govt. to accept the services of 
many corps which they rejected, and gene- 
rally without any reference to the consi- 
deration ‘of local defence which I have 
Mentioned. When they thought proper 
to limit the volunteers to six times the 
number of the militia, and for what rea- 
son I cannot divine, they put Statfordshire 
and Derbyshire quite on a par with the 
maritime counties.. No distinction was 
made in favour of those districts which lie 
most convenient to the enemy’s coast, and 
which are most likely to be the first points 
of attack. Can any man say that there 
was any thing like policy in such an ar- 
rangement, or that indeed there is to be 
found in any part of the structure or exe- 
cution of A volunteer system, so far as 
ministers are concerned, that which can 
deserve the character of discretion, or the 
approval of a statesman; There was, in 
fact, no part of the conduct pursued by 
govt. towards the volunteers, which did 
not form some ground for complaint, 
which did not offer some evidence of 
wavering and inconsistency. ‘The House 
has witnessed the part they took at the 


- ¢losé of thé last sessions, when an hon. 


gent. on the other side (Mr. Sheridan) 


undertook to panegyrise the zeal and gals 
lantry of the volunteers. When that hon, 
gent. two days: before the sessions closed, 
thought proper, and, in the opinion of 
many intelligent respectable members, very 
prematurely, to move a vote of thanks to 
the volunteers,- he stated that such vote 
was not only a just acknowledgment for 
the patriotism, they, who were then embo- 
died ‘had manifested, but that it would 
operate to. encourage further voluntary of- 
fers of service. Ministers applauded 
warmly the motion of the hon. gent. but 
how did they afterwards act? ‘The hon, 
gent. moved at the same time, that there 
should be laid before the House, at its 
meeting after the recess, a list of such 
new corps as should volunteer; but there 
was another list which the hon. gent. neg. 
lected to move for, namely, of all the 
corps which should be reduced or rejected 
in the same interval: Had the hon, gent, 
done so, he would have seen what use had 
been made of his motion, for ‘the first 
step taken by ministers almost imme- 
diately after its adoption was, to suspend 
the progress of that voluntary zeal which 
the hon. gent. in common with every man 
who valued the character and safety of the 
country, so much admired, Ministers de- 
termined at once that thé volunteers 
should not be increased any further, but 
that, on the contrary, their numbers should 
be diminished. ‘The notice of this deter- 
mination was speedily circulated among 
the volunteers, accompanied by the hon, 
gent.’s vote of thanks. ‘Thus the volun-. 
teers were complimented for that, which 
govt. at the same time told them they did 
not wish for, they would not accept. 
There is a word in French, remercier, 
which literally implies returning thanks for 
proffered services, which it is not intended 
to accept; and this word has close ana- 
logy to the conduct of ministers in the 


communication of the motion of thanks, © 


which they agreed in, in company with 
the strange resolution which I have already 
mentioned. In regard to the enrolment 
of volunteer corps, so far as such enrol- 
ment is connected’ with the provisions of 
the Defence Act, I must again repeat the 
complaint I have often made, of the total 
omission of govt. to execute the powers 
vested in it by that act; and any difficul- 
ties that have arisen in the progress of the 
ballot, I do conceive to be attributable to 
the non-exercise of the power | have re. 
ferred to, As to the refusal of adequate, 
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pecuniary, and military aid to the volun- 
teers, I must observe, that it is amongst 
the most culpable and inconsistent part of 
the conduct of ministers. Without going 
minutely into the consequences of such 
conduct, which it would be more conve- 
nient to detail in the proposed committee, 
I have only at present to remark, that 
whatever difference of opinion may exist 
between my hon. friend on the lower 
bench (Mr. Windham) and me, with re- 
spect to the volunteers, and the practica- 
bility of rendering them perfect in military 
discipline, there can be no difference be- 
tween us as to this point, that they ought 
to be furnished with the best instruction 
that is attainable, and both he and I have 
a right to complain of ministers in not 
following up their own principle, by giving 
the necessary aid to promote the imnprove- 
ment of the volunteers. My hon. friend 
has always maintained that the volunteers 
cannot be rendered equal to, or fit to act 
‘with regular troops; but ministers have 
uniformly resisted this opinion. Why 
then have they not provided adequately 
for the execution of their own ideas? 
No, they have only allowed pay for 20 
days in.a year, although, in the opinion 
of all military men, no new raised regi- 
ment of the regular army, with all the ad- 
vantages of subordination, martial law, 
.&¢e. could be disciplined fit for service in 
less than six weeks, or two months, Will 
any man say, that so short a period 
should be deemed sufficient for the disci- 
pline of the volunteers? But I shall be 
told, probably, that it was expected the 
volunteers would, independently of the 
20 days, attend to drill on every Sunday. 
If they were, should I maintain that, Sun- 
days included, the time was not suflicient 
to instruct them, and should not be relied 
on in the existing circumstances of the 
country, when wé were daily menaced 
with invasion—that invasion which minis- 
ters have been perpetually telling us was 
_ daily to be expected since the middle of 
last summer. Notwithstanding this ap- 
prehension, such has been the behaviour 
of ministers, that I much fear if the enemy 
should not attack us until even the middle 
of next summer, he would find the volun- 


teers very imperfectly disciplived. I can-| 


not help expressing my surprise that mi- 
nisters could have ever seriously calcu- 
lated upon the probability that the la- 
bouring classes, of. whom so many of the 


Volunteers consist, would be so prompt to. 


devote the only day they have for recrea- 
‘tion and repose to the study of military 


discipline. It certainly did not betray any 
policy or consideration so to calculate; 
but even supposing they were so to assem- 
ble, and also to attend the 20 days, how 
were they to attain the instruction desired . 
from the present mode, and from that 
which has. prevailed uniformly. I sug- 
gested to ministers a plan of’ instruction, 
which I was told should be considered ; 
but as they have never yet acted upon it, 
nor appear at all to consider it, their pro~ 
mise of consideration upon this, as well as 
upon other points, reminds me of a prac- 
tice in the legislative assembly of a neigh- 
bouring nation (the United States of Hol- 
land), in which, when it was determined 
to get rid of a question, the resolution 
was ad referendum, which meant to’ take 
no more notice of it. ‘The: nature-of the 
project I thought it my duty to recommend 
to ministers, related particularly to’ that 
which I have often mentioned in this 
louse. For the advancement of the dis- 
cipline of the volunteers, I urged the’ ne 
cessity of appointing ‘adjutants a 
tain number.of men. This has beeh in 
part acceded to, but in ‘what manner? Ah 
adjutant is appointed. to such corps ‘on 
as amounts to 400 men, and to them © 

in case they exercise §0 days in the: year, 
although the men are allowed pay but for 
20 days. Where, I would put it to the 
common sense of any man, cari. be found 
a stronger instance of weakness and incon- 
sistency, than this order. furnishes? «No. 
provision is made forthe pay of the adju- 
tant, unless the corps exercise 80 days, for 
one-fourth of which only’ the men aré 
made any allowance.:. Is not this alone 
enough to expose the mind of ministers— 
to shew their disacquaintance with ‘the, 
means of executing their own oses? 
Indeed, I am perfectly convinced of their 
want of vigour; every circumstance serves 
to shew it, and 1 have therefore “the - 
strongest conviction upon my mind that. 
they are incapable of acting upon any 
thing like system, of adopting or execut- 
ing any well-digested or energetic plan 
for the defence of the country. I do not 
of course place any hope on. their exer- 
tions, and therefore concur in the  pro- 
priety of the proposed committee, where — 
every question connected with’ our secu- 
tity may be fully investigated. One: rea. 
son, I recollect, for so tardily adopting 


the plan for the appoiutment of adjutants 
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was, the difficulty of procuring officers 
from the line to: fill. those stations. I re- 
commended. that) serjeant-majors should 
be chosen ;.but to-this I was told, that 
‘sesjeant-majors. could not be persuaded 
to give up their situations for such adju- 
tancies, .unless they were allowed half 
pay- saw no good reason for declining 
to make this. ance, and I therefore 


advised -it-in December last. I was pro- 
mised that the subject would be taken into 
nsideration. J afterwards applied, in 


_March, to know the. result of the consi- 
deration, but I was told that no decision 
was made, and | understand it is unde- 
cided still, while the discipline of the vo- 
does-and has for months back so 
impperatively called for an immediate de- 
cision fespecting it, although this. was one 
ofthe. defects im the. volunteer system, 
which promised to cure. When, 
before last Christmas, ar: application was 
made to. ministers with regard to the’con- 
fusion whith prevailed among:the volun- 
teers, the gent. who applied were desired 
wait votil after the: Christmas recess, 
when. a. digested: plan would be brought 
forward by ministers, which sbould re- 
move and prevent: the recurrence of the 
evils complained of, and communicate to 
the volunteer system all the perfection of 
which. it was susceptible. -This digested 
plan has been laid before the House, and 
at:length made its way, after: various al- 
fezations,through it.. .Those alteratious 
were added: in the House of Lords; and 
BOw.it-isifeturned to us, there is scarcely 
‘one feature remaining of the original mea- 
pure, of the well-digested. plan of -minis- 
ters., The suggestions made: to them by 
others they reluctantly adopted, and the 
object. of those suggestions: they in some 
imistanees have almost defeated, as in the 
case of imviting the volunteers to perma- 
nent duty, and applying: the guinea. pro- 

to be given them as bounty, which 
asta be distributed in such a way as to 
hold eat no inducement to the men, or 
benefit to their families. Ministers have 
been. equally injudicious in every other 
project of defence, from the army of re- 
serve to the enrolment of classes under 
the General Defence Act—an act which 
Thad the honour of a large share in sug: | 
gesting, and J. lament. much that ministers 

did not adopt: it at a: more early period ; 
the fact is; that so far from ministers 
dwiving spontaneously taken any vigorous 


since the commencement. of the war, -J 
state broadly, that no part of the measures 
for the increase of our military establish: 
ment ‘has originated with them. If, said 
he, the right hor. gent. means to deny 
my assertion, I shall appeal to the reco. 
lection of the House, whether in June 
last, when the army estimates were unde? 
discussion,:1 did not ask the ‘right hon, 
Sec. at War (Mr. Bragge) after he had 
finished his statement—1l did not ask if 
what he had mentioned comprehended ali 
the provision that ministers meant to make 
for the defence of the country. To this 
I was answered in the affirmative, and | 
accordingly gave notice of my: intention 
to submit a measure founded on the same 
principle with that of the army of reserve, 
Any benefit that may have resulted from 
that measure is not, I assert, attributable 
to ministers, who were quite at a loss 


fact, what measures were applicable to the 
dangers of the country. .I will not dwell 
on the execution of the Army of Reserve 
act, as I shall go into that subject very 
fully on- Wednesday next, amd if I should 
not then have the good fortune of per- 
suading the House to accede to the propos 
sition which I would wish to have in- 
grafted on the Army of Reserve Bill, in 
order to provide a constant and regular 
supply of recruits for our regular army, I 
shall feel an advantage in the existence of 
such a committee as the motion before 
the Ifouse. proposes to establish, as I may 
thus have an opportunity of again pressing 
the project upon the consideration of the 
Hlouse—a project which, if I am able to 
demonstrate its practicability for great ob- 
jects in view, I am sure that every man 
will feel it to be desirable, and all will be 
ready to give it their concurrence. If I 
can shew that even a small increase can 
be derived from this project to our regulat 
army, it is impossible to doubt that any 
member will refuse it his support. The 
mode, proposed by ministers to raise any 
addition to. the regular army, to supply 
the suspension of the army of reserve, 

confess I cannot understand. ‘They have 
not stated any inducement to men to en- 
list beyond 8 guineas -bounty, and how 
they can procure them for such a sum, 
while 30 guineas and more are giving for 
militia substitutes, it is difficult to ima- 
gine; unless the intention be that which 


ving 
proceeding for the.defence of .the 


what course to take—who knew not, in - 
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no one has yet avowed, because all have 
been unanimous in condemning the prac- 
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tice, viz. that of raising men for rank. 
Jt may be said that this practice has pre- 
yailed when [ was in power, but then the 
experience of that practice afforded a 
complete warning against it. I am quite 
ready to declare, that I am sorry for 
the share 1 had in that measure, and ex- 
perience convinces me, that it ought 
never again to be resorted to. Other 
gent. have appeared, and professed to be 
equally adverse to that measure, and theif 
minds must be of a strange character, if 
what they have observed is not sufficient 
to dissuade them from it. Nothing can 
be more absurd than to. suppose, that if 
they persist in the old and scandalous 
practice of crimping, all its attendant 
frauds and impositions will not return ; 

_ nd it is equally absurd to fancy, that only 
8 guineas bounty will be given... Why not 
let the army of reserve go on along with 
this new plan, whatever it may be?: If offi- 
cers are to run a race together for’ rank, 
as I understand they are, for although the 
intention is not avowed in: this House: by 
ministers, applications are known to: be 
made to and.by several officers—why take 
away the competition of the army of re- 
serve? I cannot conceive any thing more 

irrational. When a new mode of raising 
recruits for the regular army is proposed, 
it naturally brings to my mind an opinion | 
which is much disputed, and upon which, 
because it is'so disputed by some great 
military authorities, | cannot presume to’ 
pronounce a decided sentiment, I mean 
the propriety of raising men for. limited 
service in point, although I certainly should. 
think it the more eligible policy, and best 
calculated to render the army respectable 
and efficient. However, military :objec- 

-tions as to the difficulty, if such a system 
existed, of supplying our foreign stations, 
must be overcome before the system be 
-attempted. As to the plan for bringing the 
Trish wilitia over here, ido not approve of it 
under existing circumstances. No argument 
can be drawn in favour of such a planat 
present, from a precedent which occurred 

-in quite a different situation: of . things. 
With respect to the interchange of the 
‘militias of the two: countries, there: are 

«many physical objections to it that would 

render it a measure very disagreeable to 

‘the officers connected with both. militias ; 

‘and. here I must notice a rumour which 

has gone abroad, that applications have 

been lately made to the privates of the 
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of their officers; to ‘volunteer their .ser> 
vices for Ireland.:. this practice deserves:to 
be strongly reprebated. . What, to try: te 
prevail on men to quit their owm coast, 
within half a day’s sail of the enemy, to 
proceed.to the, distance. of !+ The 
hon. mover of the proposition under’ 
bate. has alluded, -an the, course: of! 
speech, to the power. which, in my ‘opi- 
nion, belongs to the Crown, to. callvout 
,the population of the couatry. in the event 
‘of an invasion, as expressed. in! the: 
amble to the General) Defence 
perceive, that the’ han. '.gent.’s: sentament 
differs from mine; not mean toodis. 
cuss this: subject at present; but d. ast 
observe, that nothing. appears: cleaver to 
me than.this proposition, that the statechas 
a right to call.on the. people-to defend: it, 
and that in the Crown, being the depositary 
of the power of the’ state, is vested the right 
of so calling out: the people upon a-great 
emergency. Thisvight 1 think I could shew, 
from a series-of precedents, to be recogniaell 
by the constitution: and -custom. of this 
country; that it is a right -inhereat>ih 
the Crown this power aceord- 
ing to the necessity of such case as may 
The Crown, it must be admitted, possesses 
the power of putting any, district of the 
kingdom under martial law; case of 
invasion; subject, however, to that re- 
sponsibility to which ministers would vbe 
liable for the-abuse of any such power:— 
Upon’ the respective interchange of the 
services of the two militias of Edgland 
atid. Ireland; I think, ‘considering the 
culiar principles. oni ‘which. they are: offi- 
cered, it would put. thelanded gént. of 
both. countries to. great: and unexpected 
inconvenience ; and therefore would: ope. 
rate injuriously on that constitutional esta- 
blishment. If, however, this interchan, 
of service is right at: all, it- must be on 
general: principles, or on account of :par- 
‘ticular and pressing: urgency, that super- 
sedes all regular: establishment,! stich’ as 
arose from the situation ofsIreland, when, 
during the former administration, the Eng- 
lish. militia volunteered: their services to 
that country. If the present ministers do 
not advance ahy general. principle. to jus- 
tify: the measure, and certainly no idea of 
burgericy presents itself on either sidé the 
there 1s no necessity is obvious 
from the very arguments. of ministers, - for 
they say, don’t: be afraid. to. vote with us 


‘West Kent militia, without the knowledge 


}ou ‘this subject, for it is wot our. interition 
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to carry it-into execution by a partial 
and discretionary measure; it must of 
course ‘be unjustifiable and wrong. Ou 
general principles they have not at- 
dempted to defend it. This last measure 
of his! Majesty's ministers, shews clearly 
that the regular army is not yet adequate 
to the necessity.of the state, and implies 
that means should be taken to increase it. 
_ ‘Pheimethod of so doing may be subject 
_ to some variety of opinion; perhaps I may, 
not see:it exactly in. the same light as the 
‘hon: gent. (Mr. Fox), yet I do not per- 
«ceive any material practical difference be- 
tween us. The general principle and out- 
lines of our national defence appears to 
‘me.good, regarding as it does the regulars, 
‘army of reserve, militia, and volunteers. 
Were they less defensible.in principle than 
they are, I should consider them as exist- 
Ang establishments, in the present moment, 
‘more agreeable to confirm and improve, 
than abolish and substitute by new. (Thus 


I declare my opinion on'this subject, with- 
out at. this time entering into a more par- 
ticular defence of it. -: With respect to the 
power of the Crown to call: on every sub- | 
ject under its dominion, in case of abso- 
ute need, this, I take, under some form 
or-other, to be incident :to the very esta- 


‘blishment of civil society, and, in fact, 
“whenever occasion required, has been exer- 
cised. The principle is, however, limited 

its necessity, which scarcely can arise 
‘but when the state of things would autho-. 
‘rise the Crown of itself to proclaim mar- 
‘tial law; and if the constitution should’ 
survive that urgent state of things, the 
counsellors of his Majesty would, doubt- 
“Jess, ‘be as amenable:to constitutional re- 
sponsibility for that, as any other act of 
their administration. As such is the un- 
doubted right and prerogative of the 
Crown, I should think, with a view to pos- 
sible emergencies, that: legislative provi- 
sion should, in the present juncture, a lit- 
tle, anticipate the justifiable necessity to 
which 1 have referred, at least so far 
as to. put every man in the Maritime 
counties, likely: to.be the seat:of the ene- 
-my's attempt, under the immediate power 
of the crown, in case of: actual or immi- 
-nent danger of invasion, In ‘those coun- 
‘ties most likely to be the seat of war,) such 
-as Kent, Essex; Sussex,’ Suffolk, Devon- 
«shire, Cortiwall;: and the vicinity of New- 


scastle,'Lalso proportion of 1 


-volunteers should be'allowed than inothers, 
vat least so fat-as the convenience and vo- 
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luntary offers of. individuals will allow, 

But [ shall not stop here; I must say, that 

our naval means are insufficient for our | 
defence; and that there is a great defis 
ciency of the.méans for keeping up our 
navy. Into these points I shall enter mi- 
nutely, upon some future occasion, At 
present, I shail only say, in vindication of 
myself, from all the obloquy thrown upon 
me by officers brought from distant stations 
to support the present system; that, as to 
the specific force which 1 recommended, 

I‘did not recommend barges and lighters 
and such sort of trash, as they reproached 
me with advising. I recommended good 
stout gun-brigs, and I have had the plea- 
sure of seeing great activity of late to in- 
crease that very species of force. Another 
objection has been made to my system, [ 
recommended fortifications, and I have on 
this account been reproached with an at- 
tempt to lessen the spiritof the country, 
and to involve a great and unnecessary ex- 
pence. What I recommended was, not a 
general system of fortification, but that 
where there were great districts possessing 
great local bulwarks, there a judicious 
mixture of art and nature, which, at a 
small expence in money, might spare many 
thousands of men, would be the best and 
wisest policy. I. know many places in 
which a few thousand pounds expended, 
would give more. security than as many 
thousand men could afford. This is ob- 
vious to all military men, and the system 
is beginning to be acted upon; but at the 
same time it must be admitted, that it was 
as obvious last summer as it isnow. Ido 
not wish, by these observations, to inter- 
fere with the department to which this sys- 
tem may seem:to belong. I believe, how- 
ever, that it does nat rest with the depurt- 
ment of the Commander in Chief, or any . 
other, but with the cabinet. I have dis- 
charged my duty by delivering this my-sin- 
cere and undisguiséd opinion. 1 hope it is 
not hastily or inconsiderately entertained ; 
but sure I am ‘that I should consider it 
treason to the best interests of my coun- 
.try; if, such as it is,'1 did not openly de- 

~The Chancellor of the Exchequer .ex- 
plained, and stated, that he had not said, 
as imputed to him by the right hon. gent. 
had just sat down, that it was'not 
within the power of parliament to insti- 
tute such a:icommittee as was proposed. 
It must be in the recollection of the House, 


that he admitted the competency of parlia- 
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fnent, although he doubted its inclination 
‘to appoint such a committee. 

~ Mr. Secretary Yorke said, he could not 
help expresging his surprise at this mode of 
thaking an attack against his Majesty's 
ministers. If they had been guilty of any 
gross misconduct or neglect, there were 
‘abundant means of recrimination against 
them. But no sush motion as that was 
now before the House; and therefore he 
might be excused from entering into any 
detail on the conduct of ministers, until a 
direct charge was made against them. The 
vbject of this motion was to enter into an 
examination of the different acts of parlia- 
ment that had been lately passed for pro- 
moting the defence of the country. This 
he must consider extremely improper to 
do, when it was competent for any mem- 
ber to move for the repeal of a particular 
act, if it should be found to be inefficient 
for its purpose. He had another objection 
to the present motion, which was, that it 
would be impossible for that House to 
enter itito the consideration of such further 
tneasures of defence, as might be fit to be 
adopted, at this critical period, without 
calling to its bar all the military officers 
who were now on duty, and without hav- 
ing reports, documents, &c, from various 
offices, He would not pretend to say, but 
that such an enquiry and exaraination 
might be gone into; but he was sure, that 
to do so at the present moment, when it 
was necessary to call forward all the force 
of the country towards its common de- 
fence, would be productive of the greatest 
inconvenience and prejudice to the coun- 
tty. And such step ought never to be 
taken except on the gravest and most seri- 
“us grounds. He regretted that he had 
fost the confidence of the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Pitt), and he hoped, that in any other 
arrangement he would be supported as 
steadily and iixdependently as he had been 
by himself and his friends. When such a 
motion as the present was made, he would 
ask, was there any thing melancholy in our 
situation?’ Had any misfortune happened 
to us, or any advantage been gained by 


. the enemy in consequence of the inade- 


uate measutes of govt. ? He would pnt 


t to any gent. in that House, whether the 
State of preparation in which the country 


as at this moment, could be considered 


‘as inadequate to the danger that threatened’ 


‘us?’ If the House was now to go into a 


‘committee on the state of our public de- 
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three grounds: Ist. They must be per- 
suaded that some great misfortune had 
happened ; 2d, that a great degree of dis- 
content had prevailed throughout the 
country with regard to the conduct of 
govt. ; and 3d, ‘that there was something 
so inconsistent and incongruous in the 
conduct of his Majesty’s servants as to 
make such an inquiry necessary. Now, as 
to the first of these, he would ask did any 
misfortunes happen? He would make one 
short answer—=that there were none; and 
upon that part of the subject he thought it 
unnecessary to say any more, Was there 
any discontent or dissatisfaction? (a loud 
cry of hear! hear!) I know, exclaimed Mr. 
Yorke, that great dissatisfaction against 
his Majesty’s ministers prevails among 
many individuals in this House ; but I will 
ask, if there are any symptoms of dissatis~ 
faction throughout the country? Are there 
any addresses from any part of the coun- 
try; praying for the removal of ministers? . 
If there have been any, let them be stated. 
He was ready to admit, that, during a 
part of the last autumn, there prevailed a 
certain degree of discontent in a distant 
part of the country, on account of the 
greatest part of our force having been con- 
centrated in the vicinity of the metropolis. 
But these complaints no longer existed ; 
and the distant parts of the island were 
now as well defended as Ireland was at - 
the time when Hoche arrived there with a 
formidable fleet and army. In the year 
1779, when the French ships were mas- 
ters of thé Channel, there was not a suf- 
ficient military force to defend the coasts 
of Devon, Somerset, and Cornwall. These 
places were almost as badly defended at 
the commencement of the late war, when 
Gen. Dumourier was on the point of over- 
running Holland, which, if he had done, 
an armament might be sent against this 
country. ‘They were, however, now, in a 
complete state of defence; and he was 
confident it would be a great misfortune 
to enter into an examination on a subject 
where no ground of blame whatever ex- 
isted.’ He could not see on what grounds 
the hon. gent. brought forward the present 
motion. ‘That hon. gent.’s character he 
certainly had always admired; but he must 
say that he never could agree with him in 
his politi¢al principles; and still less could 
he agree with him in the line of conduct 
which he adopted that day. The right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) who supported the 


fence, it’ must do so on either of these | — and appeared to coalesce with 
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him, wes, still moze undisguised ; for he 
had openly declared that those whom he 
could formerly consider to be his friends, 
were now unfit’ for the management of the 
public affairs. One subject on which the 
tight hon. gent. had dwelt, was that of the 
volunteers ; and, in-reply to that part of his 
charge, he must answer, that from the best in- 
formation he could procure, the volunteers 
had arrived at such a state of perfection 
in discipline, that they were the astonish- 
ment of all Europe, and were also the 
astonishment of their own country, which 
had not, until that vast force was collected, 
known the strength and power it possessed. 
Out of the whole number of volunteers now 
.in the country, there were not above 


with firelocks. The entire number amount- 
ed to 330,000. With this great number, 
and with the spirit which, as Britons, ac- 
tuated them, he did not think there was 
any occasion for an armed peasantry, as 
had been recommended by an hon. gént. 
But if ever it should be necessary to put 
arms into the hands of a greater number of 
ople than the volunteers consisted of, 
is Majesty had the power of resorting to 
the compulsory clauses of the general de- 
fence act. He could not agree with the 
hon. gent. that an armed peasantry would 
answer any purpose. They might be use- 
ful on the banks of the Necker or in the 
Black Forest. But in this country, he 
was sure many a peasant did not know the 
butt from the muzzle of a gun. He very 
much doubted then whether the plan of an 
armed peasantry could be adapted to any 
extent in this country. Such a body of 
men could not be treated as soldiers, and 
therefore, they could not be converted to 
any efficient purpose. The hon. gent. 
who proposed the motion, had followed 
the example set him in another place, and 
had objectéd to the defence bill as involv- 
\ing in it certain phrases explanatory of the 


toyal prerogative. It was very extraor-. 


dinary that this should be the first time he 
should have stated this objection, although 
he had so fit and favourable an oppertu- 
nity of doing’ it during the progress of the 
bill. As far, however, as he (Mr. Yorke) 
considered, the functions of, the British 
Crown, he thought they were fairly recog- 
nized in the terms of the bill, and he 
thought consistently with what he had al- 
.ways understood to be the sentiments of, 
the hon, gent, ever since he. had the ho- 
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could be more unjust than to censure mi, 
nisters for not completing the volunteer 
system, either in respect to the application 
of the prerogative, or any other particular, 
All that had been professed or attempted, 
was to prepare the way for a more eligible 
system, which should be formed on the 
sure basis of experience, and would not 
therefore be subjected to those difficulties 
which, under the novelty of this establish- 
ment, it was at present necessary to en- 
counter. What was the situation in which 
it was required that the House should . 
again form, itself into a committee? It 

had already, in the same-form, entered at 
large into the various modes of defence 
naw. proposed ; the result of its delibera- 
tions had been sent to the Peers, and the 
amendments suggested by them were to be 
considered. Why then adopt this retro- 
grade measure? why undo all that had 
been performed for no one reason op 
€arth but to produce delay at a moment 
wher procrastination was the greatest evi} 
we had to apprehend? It was said, that if 
the conduct of his Majesty’s servants be 
attended to before the war began, or after 
its commencement, they have neglected 
the exertions suited to the public defence, 
Looking as he did to the geographical situ- 
ation of the states of Enrope, and to the 
peculiar circumstances of France before he 
held a responsible situation, he had en- 
deavoured to predict the consequences of 
the domineering influence of the latter, and 
had adverted to the peculiar attention tg 
be paid by this country to its own security, 
The same sentiments which he held be- 
fore, he had more strongly felt since he 
had the honour of acting in the capacity of 
one of his Majesty’s confidential servants, 
and he conceived he had acted upon them 
to the fullest extent in his power, The 
only diminution which had been effected 
in the infantry was to the number of 7000, 
and that was in regiments. which had re. 
turned harassed from foreign and danger- 
ous services. _ But gent. inquired, why did 
you not take measures earlier for enrolling 
the militia? He for one could not pleag 
guilty to any charge of the kind alluded to, . 
in this question; he had brought forward ~ 
a plan, for this express object, and if it had 
not been at length adopted, the country 
would have totalls destitute of 
militia at this moment. It was again said, 
that the volunteer system had been, aban= 
‘doned at the most inauspicious. mente 


of hearing him in parliament. Nothing | 


The, fact, however, was, that Dill wag 
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iffantry, which ready to present 


"culties than had been at! atiy former period 


té'meet. objected’ to the suspension 


owni-designs by reducing the bounty. The" 


osed asisoon as possible for the speci- 
fic: purpose of preserving it, and by this 
vigilance’ 16,000° cavalry were 
provided, and a’ considerable portion of 


themselves for tlie public service’ at the 
comimeneertient' of the war. Besides: all 
this; every possiblé inducement was held’ 
out to the fencibles and militia, to induce 
thei to enter into the regular service—a 
service that had béen greatly injured and 
reduced by the calamities of a protracted 
war, so long and so discouraging, as to 

sent tO ministers more numerous diffi- 


ehcountered, difficulties for which no ré- 
ward: could’ comipensate, which nothitg 
bit’ the' zeal they felt'to serve their sove-’ 
reign and their country could-dispose them 


of the recruiting for the army of’ reserve. 
It did' not appear to’ him’ that ministers 
wete’ in‘any way culpable’ in‘that parti¢u-" 
Jar; but this'was not’ the’ time to’ discuss: 
that’ point; it would be enough for him 
to say; that from’ the experience’ he’ had’ 
had, it was impossible, with any regard to” 
public economy; to push’ the enlisting’ at 
present’any farther. It had ‘not quite 
sweted the wishes of govt. but, perhaps, 
under the existing circumstances, it had 
filfilled’ every ‘reasonable expectation. 
Forty’ thousand Had been projected for 
England; and’ 10,000 for‘Ireland, of which. 
37,000 had ‘been‘actually raised. A tilea- 
stire to ‘be’ corisidered ‘in’ the House’ on 
Wednesday; ‘of a lévy for the ‘regular ser- 
vice; and the success of this would depend 
on‘ the saspension-of 'the'former, 
riod about’ 12° months. The objéct'was, 
to raise-by this ‘expedient nov less than’ 18: 
or20 battalions, and ‘the best military au- 
thorities ‘Had’ been consulted, by whoin the 
opinion of his Majesty's ministers had been 
assisted‘ and’ guided. He’ needed’ only ‘to’ 
mention, that it was the particular’recom= 
mendation of H. H. the Commander ‘in’ 
Chief, with whom the measure had’ origi-’ 
nated; atid''military men were only ‘com*~ 
petent to’ decide ‘on a question of this na- 
tare: But gent. said; you disappoint your 


bounty now proposed ‘was 10' guineas, fur 

et to’ officers 2’ guineas, and’ 1 guinea 
levy money. Gent. wlio cotiducéd bytheit’ 
influente * arid‘ liberality ‘to’ increase’ the’ 
publicforve, were also advancéd’one step’ 
in’ military rank, Very great abuses’ had” 
prévailéd ‘in ‘former periods, and Under the 
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last adrhinistration, from’ thé proposed me- 
thod, under the old’ regildtions, and the’ 
right hon. gent. behind him (Mr. Pitt) had’ 
‘candidly acknowlédged he had found it 
detrimental; but this experiéncé, he trust. 
‘ed, would'be no objection to the presént 
plan, because’ peculiar precautions were 
inténded to prevent those abuses, arid it 
would be directed that'every officer who’ 
should promote thet, should bé obliged 
to reed ftom the’ stép of rank he would 
otherwise atquire.—T'wo pditits had 
been’ pressed upon the House to expose 
the neglect of administration, in neither 
of which he'considered thém blameable 
he alluded to the naval 'déferice, and‘ to the 
plan of fortification. "Phe riglit hon. Sec. 
then adverted to the'obsérvatios made! by’ 
he’ right hon. gent. as’ to the’ 
aval defence of the coutitty, ahd expressed” 
his astonishment that he should ‘have‘as- 
serted, that a ¢ertdin naval conjtander’ 
had’ been’ sejit for expressly to’town'to ri~’ 
dicule the’ opinions which (Mt. Pitt)! 
had ‘given! with respect’ to the’ state of‘ the’ 
navy. He’ assured’ the right’ hon. gent. 
hat'the term the’ gallant commander 
namely “ mrusquito’ fleet,” was the! 
commen word of expression used by 
tical men prepara> 
tiotis. He'contended'that the commander 
alluded’ to ‘had’ as right to deliver his’ 
opinion’fréely and horestly’as any other. 
civilian, ahd’ the’ preparation’ 
on by the” board ‘of adimiralty, as” 
cing {Hose Wade use of by for- 
ner boards fot the'last'50' years. 
was imiputablé” to any’ of govt.’ 
with ‘respéct''to thé’ erection’ of fortifica- 
tions, he’ wished it’ distinctly 'té be’ undér-- 
stood, that thé blatie”résted with the whole’ 
of govt. and not with’ any one’ particular’ 
partment. etection of Martello’ 
had by some. military’ 
‘haractets, but He’ could assure the ‘House, 
hat it was the a’gréat' niiihber’ 
experienced offitets, ‘that thé! applica- 
ion of therti would‘ not be’ of atiy ‘material’ 
érvice. Thé‘right’ hon. gént. concluded’ 
ith expréssiny’ his sense of duty to” the! 
House’ and ‘his countfy, ‘and’ trusting that’ 
the House’ would ‘considér’ what ‘they Were’ 
aout’ to do’ before’ they acceded’ to the’ 
motion, which had for’ its ‘objétt'to effect, 
by‘a’ side-wind, the ‘dismissal of’ ministers, 
who were'prépared’ to ‘méét it faitly’ and’ 
gure 
Mr. G! Vansittart said; he’ cdtisideréd' 


the présent' ntotion to’ be ‘an “attempt” to’ 
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force; the. ministers out of their places, and, 


9s similar to that made inthe year 1784, 
i 


the country. if his Majesty’s present mi- 
nisters were guilty of misconduct, let, that 
misconduct be specifidally stated, and then 
let an address be moved, to his Majesty 
for their remoyal. ile protest against 
the present proceeding, because it was. an 
unconstitutional act for that House to take 
upon itself the appointment, of his Ma- 
Jesty's ministers. If such proceedings as 
this were allowed, the country would be 
subject. to. the same cabals, which for a 
long time had agitated the French govt. 
The attack now attempted to be, made was 
much more improper than that of 1784, in 
as much as the country was now in a 
situation of alarm and danger that did not. 
exist.at that period. 
Sir William Pulteney thought there was 


noeround to justify the motion before the 
House, because, he, thought, on all those 
points where an attempt had been made. 
to throw, blame on his Majesty’s ministers 
they bad done right... They were, however, | 
but men, and must not be expected to be 
perfect. To human nature allowance must 
be ‘made for some faults, (from which, 
they could not be wholly free any more 
than their predecessors, in, whose conduct 


there were many faults, and gross ones |. 


too, which he could easily point out. 
When the present ministers came, into 
office, the country was engaged in prose- 
culing along, arduous, expensive, and un- 
popular war, which had been so long car- 
ried. on by their predecessors, and with 
such enormous expence, that. the right 
hon, gent. who had this night joined so 
heartily in the censure of ministers, could 
not have carried ft on for 3 months longer, 
He must have been forced from his situa- 
tion, by the spirit and sense of the coun- 
try, had he longer persisted in it; and he 
Had no difficulty in asserting that he could 
not have made peace with an enemy impla- 
cable against his administration. In this 
critical anit arduous moment, his Majesty’s 
present ministers came forward and con-. 
cluded that peace so welconie tothe wishes 
of the people... But, if unhappily, his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers had, since found that the 
revival of the war was unavoidable, was 
there a man within or without those walls, | 
s there a power in Europe who was not 
convinced that the fault lay solely in the 
tless ambition and insulting, aggresiou: 
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attributable to his Majesty's present mi. 
‘nisters,: for whose conduct on that occa-. 
sion, the country owed them indelible ob., 
ligations; for, by thatconduct, they mani., 
fested their sincerity in the wish of peace, - 
and their readiness to make every conces-. 
‘sion, not dishonourable to the country,, 
for its maintenance; and by that means, 
‘under the dire and inevitable necessity, 
of renewing the war, they justified thems 
selves in the eyes of their country and of, 
all Europe, and attached that unanimous. 
and glorious spirit, in which the nation. 
stood ready to vindicate its own honour. 
and security, and to hurl defiance to the, 
foe, When war was found inevitable, they, 
adopted, with the utmost promptjtude, the. 
measures best ‘calculated to cal] forth the: 
military strength of the country, 
Sir, Home Popham pointed out an. error, 
in the account upon the table, of the num-, 
ber, of vessels in. our service, which was: 
stated at 1874, but which, upon examining, 
the figures, proved to be only 1052. In» 
the account also of the number of seamen. 
and marines, at two periods, Nov. and. 
March, there was an allowance made for, 
deaths and casualties. in the intervening ;. 


ing that period, been lost, ayd some of the. 
crews either lost or taken prisoners...» 
Capt. Markham said, there certainly 


count, which he had never adverted to, 
As to the other objection with respect to 
the number of seamen, the Admiralty were. 
compelled to take two periods. when the. 
Navy Board had no returns, and ip fact, 
he pledged himself to prove, that there. 
was @ greater number of men employed. 
than there were mentioned in the account, 
The impressed men were not included in. 
the account, these would serve to fill up 


death. As to the 1400 vessels collected 
at Boulogne, which, appeared to have 
caused so much alarm in the mind of the 
right hon, gent. (Mr. Pitt), he believed no. 
man who pretended to be a seaman would 
say, that the best way of stopping that 
flotilla was by a similar one. It appeared, 
however, that the right hon. gent. (Mr. 


Pitt), who had just before only mentioned , 
(gun-boats, now talked of gun-brigs being, 
equipped for our service ; at this rate he. 


would get on from larger to larger vessels, , 


‘until he-at length came to those large ves-, 


sels which alone ought to combat the 


of the enemy, end was by no means justly 


‘French flotillas like giants amongst. chil- 


time, although some of our ships had, dur: _ 


peared to be an error in casting up the acx 


the vacancies occasioned by desertion or, - 
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dren, ') As to Sir Edward Pellew (here he 
was. called to order for mentioning the 
name, of a member), that gallant officer 
had been out 19 weeks, und it was there- 
fore no matter for wonder that he should 
come, yp. to Parliament: he came to town 
as a commander, to do business. which. 
could be better done by. himself. . He 
(Capt. ii had spent his life in the naval 
services of his country,,and the longer he 
lived, the more he found he. had to learn. 
Mr, Pitt, in explanation, said, that the 
hon. Capt. had entirely misunderstood 
him, as he had all along recommended 
the building of gun-brigs, such as was used 
during the late war. He had never stated 
that he wished small vessels to.be substi- 
tuted, or larger ones built, to constitute 
our additional force. The hon. Capt. was 
alsa equally. unfortunate in misunderstand- 
jpg him respecting another point; as he 
had never stated that such a description 
of vessels ought to be employed exclu- 
sively on the enemy's coast, but that, 
from the enemy’s coast to our own, and 
in mid-channel alternately, As to the 


gallant officer (Sir Edward Pellew), if he 
was not sent for on purpose, he certainly 
game” very opportunely, 

The Attorney General.—Sir, 1 beg to 


axpress my humble reliance, that the 
House will indulge me with their attention 
Ap a few observations upon the subject 
now before them, and in vindication of 
his Majesty’s , ministers, whose dismissal 
from their situations is the avowed object 
of the motion this night brought forward 
by the hon. gent. over against me ;. and, 
Sir, I should not feel that I had done my 
duty this night to my King and country, if 
I should ovit to express my astonishment 
at the manner in which the question has 
been opened by that hon. gent. If the 
question be carried this night in favour of 
that motion, and especially upon the ar- 
guments of the right hon, gent. under the 
gallery (Mr. Pitt), there can be no ques- 
tion of its being followed by the resigna- 
tion of his Majesty’s ministers, who can 


no longer retain their situations under so- 


obvious a declaration that they have lost 
the confidence of the House of Commons. 
But I. would ask. the hon. gent., if this is 
the species of conduct I am to expect 
from his candour and liberality? Is it on 
@ motion of this sort, containing no di- 
rect charge of any criminal act or omis- 

jon on the part of his Majesty’s minis- 


ters, that I am to expect a decision, in 
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which is insidiously involved the question, 

whether or not they shall any longer res _ 
tain the confidence of this House, or con" 

tinue to fill those situations in which they? 

have acted, with so much zeal and inte-i 
grity, and I will add,. with such signal’ 
effect for the service and security of their; . 
King and country? Is this a.species of; 
conduct consistent. with the candour and: | 
manliness vf his character, or, the dignity, 


which I, have. on so many,Oceasions - 


mired, though on, so many others.I have: 
had reason to censure? Could Ihave ex~ 
pected from him, to choose such a,mode - 
or such a subject, to collect. every stray: 
vote and every stray opinion, to impress’ 
with his purpose the minds of, many gent.. 
brought together from the most distant, 
parts of the country with no trivial share 
of management and. industry ?—(A cry of, 
Hear! Hear!)—Sir, repeat it, gent. 
‘brought Lither with the utmost. industry: 
from every quarter of. the kingdom, to. 
hear the attack this night upon hisMa.) 
jesty’s ministers, preparatory to their fall,: 
under a subsequent measure, uamely, am. 
address to his Majesty for their dismissals; 
This, it is obvious, the motion. before. the: 
House is the forerunner but this, 
House shall agree to a motion brought for- 
ward in such a manner, I have no‘hesitation 
in declaring, that it will sanction, a project 
the most to be deplored, under existing. 
circumstances, that ever was adopted by a: 
House of Parliament. With regard to the. 
principle of the prerogative vested in the, 
Crown for calling on the services of the. 
body of the people for the defence of the. 
country, the hon. gent. has endeavoured) 
to show some doubts on the existence of. 
that prerogative. In support of his rea. 
soning, he adduced some passages from. 
Judge Foster. Certainly, I will allow his 
authority upon any legal subject 5 and he 
concludes, that if this prerogative does. 
exist, it is only in the sanction.of modern. 
usage, and in cases of actual, invasions. 
Now, Sir, I would beg to ask, if it.exists. 
only in cases of invasion; what is the od-" 
currence in modern usage in this country,’ 
by which only it is sanctioned? for.cers: 
tainly the instances of modern invasion to. 
this realm, afford no opportunity for in-: 
stances of its exercise; and the practice. 
has obtained. principally, if not entirely, 
on ancient usage. For my. own part, I; 
have no doubt of the existence of the pres: 
rogative in the Crown; and it must.appear 


to ae of ordinary perception, that. 


re 
| 
| 
3 
if 


eases of. invasion, when: the ‘pe 
magistrate and of the law courts is for a 
time. s » the prerogative of the 


the:realm. With respect to the motion 
Before the House, Sir, if it is meant to 

cede: an address to his Majesty for the: 
ismissal: of his: present’ ministers, it is: 
necessary, at least, to consider on what: 

_ grounds, or what those ministers: have: 
dene or left undone, that so marked a 
measure: of censure is called: for; and’ it’ 
will) behove the wisdom. and justice of this: 
House, before they consent to. affix their 
hand: io:such ‘a. measure, to. consider well- 
how. it can be justified, and to: look. a little 
further and! consider’ what: are the conse- 
quences likely to: result from. the councils: 
ef: men, suchas those who are likely to: 
Became: the successors of the present’ 
ministration, An hen. gent: who-has: 
this: night: taken occasion to censure: his’ 

Majesty’s:ministers-for' the peace they bad! 
concluded; seems.to forget: his own: deela- 
ration: on the subject of! that: peace upon:a: 
former oceasion. He then gave it’ his-ap- 
‘probation, and'said, that, considering ‘the 
state of the world, and the: situation in 
which this: country’stood, it was the best: 
thati could: be- obtained, and. he hailed‘ it 
as: such; while: another right hon. gent: 
(ir, Windiiam)y, whom-I will eall his: new; 
ally, om the: present occasion, deprecated’ 
the; peace, and‘ condemned: it as a: most’ 
mischievous*and ruinous‘ measure. Those: 
difficulties: Iv shall’ leave: for: those great’ 
statesmen- to’ settle: at the next’ cabinet’ 
they. hold; but, putting: the: authority of 
the:one-ageinstthe-other, Twill ask, what’ 
Sortrof* congruity country-can expect’ 
from “a jenction of! beth For the. peace’ 
which was-concladed, every: British: heart: 
acknowledged gratitude- to his: Majesty’s- 
present-ministers; and to: them is.entirely 
owing the-unanimity-gf the whole’ empire’ 

the present’ war—an undni- 
-mpity -worth‘all’ the: soldiers that’ were dis- 
at thee conclusion’ of‘ the: peace. 
the hom gent. allows no exeuse‘to his’ 
Majesty’s ministers« for recommencing an’ 
unavoidablé-wer; but charges: them: with’ 
involving’ I'should: 
besplads Sir; if this talents ‘had-been-always: 
roused 'to aetion'-by a‘sense of Hits coun- 
I‘should rejoice; Sir; to re- 
mber, if" his(Vigilance his- energies: 
hudCalways ‘been: excited’ by- a- sense’ of 
thes dengerof that country -for which he. 
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tude.” Buty Sir, when public danger threats 
‘ened: this country on former and no 


dew! 
serting his duty in this House? the 
annihilation of the’ naval’ power of the’ 
country'was' menaced'by the mutiny; where 
was the hor. gent.? Not at any place 
where his duty sltould have pressed: him, 
Se much for the’lion, gent.’s‘ zeal and hi¥ 
alarm: at’ the public danger. I have no 
charge to:make against his consistency ‘in 
supporting’ the' peace, because, during ‘the: 
whole-of the’ war, he was ready to’ make’ 
peace upon’ almost any'terms ; and, theres 
fore, F might suppose he would’be as ready 
on the same’ principle’ to support peace 
again. But, how’ will he reconcile: this. 
principle to the right tron: gent. who: ‘goes 
along with him‘ in this measure; and’ wld 
has so: repeatedly‘ declared’ that peace to” 
have'se-sunk’ the’ spirit'of the country; and 
the-hearts of Englishmen, that they Have'nat’ 
courage'to raise their hands‘against' France? 
I know not’ how much arrogance’ 
and aeerbity with’ which that peace’ was 
condemned, and the character aud courage’ 
of the’country traduced, may have contri- 
buted to excite the enemy to new designs of 
hostility against'us;’ but certainly, if Buo- 
naparte felt any disposition to: insult’ and 
attack this‘country; I’ know of nothing ‘so 
well calculated to ‘induce him tb believe he 
may do-it with impunity, as the’ language: 
on that’ occasion by~ the’ right hon. 
gent. (Mi. Windhawy.) But*now ‘that'this 


again ‘disposett to assert: itself; and 
|shew-its spirit against the common enemy, 
jhis: Majesty's’ ininisters' are’ attacked ‘for. 
‘renewing the-war, and condemned througit 
every vestige of' their proceedings ‘con-, 
ducting Sir}: T'say it would’be® an‘ act 
of the utmost’rashness ii’ this House, at 
such crisis as‘thé ‘present, t6 move for 
the-dismissal of his Majesty’s ‘ministers, or’ 
agree'to‘any motion necessarily leading to’ 
‘such: ay measure, without well considéring 
would be likely to: follow, “and’ who’ 
sueceed' them—to’ consider’a littlé the 
disposition of’ those successors; and, Sir, | 
if we-only examine’‘a little the consistency. 
of those’ principles: and’ politics, we ‘shall 
find ‘but wittle ‘cause to rely on the’ success 
oftheir measures.—We are told that ‘our 
jcountry is’ irr a state of*siege; and How 
does‘it appear?’ Why, in our fleets block- 
‘ading'the ports'of the enemy! It is said’ 


alarm-andisolicr’ 


‘that degtided in the eyes* ofall’ 


| 


remote oceasion, how the’ hon.’ mem. . 
Grown. is. all in all for the well being of} ber manifest his solicitude ? Was it 


fallen, dispirited, and pusillarimous’ na- 
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_would be a peace with Buonaparte, and 


- night, who may be induced to vote. in fa- 
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Eyrope.. I should be glad to know the 
name of that nation, which, amongst the 
surrounding coyntries, of humiliated Eu- 
rope, can, from its proud and, elevated 
dignity» look down upon the present hum- 
ble, prostrate state of degraded England ! 
If, indeed, the powers of the Continent 
felt that. England, crouching with terror 
within her own ports, felt alarm only for 
her own safety; they might. feel sentiments 
of contempt for her situation; but, viewing | 
her as the only nation able to, cope. with 
the gigantic power and ambition of France, 
which had humbled all the rest of Eu- 
rope, and the ony rallying point to which 
Europe can: turn for the hopes of its eman- 
cipation, I am at a loss to conceive what 
is meant by this degradation. I recollect, 
indeed, Sir, the vaunts of the enemy, the 
‘threats of our annihilation, the ‘‘delenda 
est Carthago,” the assertion that France 
and England could not both exist in the 
same hemisphere, and the menaces of 
Buonaparte of our utter destruction; but 
we have seen him afterwards crouch to a 
peace with this country, and to purchase 
that peace by surrendering the territories 
of his allies; and bow does he now me- 
nace our destruction? Why, by fleets that 
dare vot quit his shores beyond the pro- 
tection of those batteries that line his 
coast from Dunkirk to Boulogne.—From 
an union, such as the motion of this aight 
proposes to. affect, im succession tq his 
Majesty’s present ministers, no unity of 
senti can be expected. In a cabinet 
composed of such opposite principles, no 
union canexist, I think it extremely pro- 
bable, for instance, that. one of the first 
measures that would. be proposed by the 
right. han. gent. opposite to me (Mr. Fex), 


probably through the mediation, of Rus- 
sia,“ But, I ask,, is. it to be expected sueh 
@ peace would be, proposed in.such terms 
as his right hon. ally (Mr. Windham) 
would be induced to agree to? I know 
‘there. are. many gent. in, this; House to- 


your of this question, even with intent) to 


the remayal of his. Majesty’s present; mi-| 
nisters, in hopes that it might lead, to, form | 
@ ministry; at the head. of; which, might be | 
placed the right hon. gent, under.the.galleny 
(Mr. Pitt). I know, Sir; his,great talents 
and his exalted mind; and I know.that great 
good, must, be; attained, for this country, 


under any, govt, where, he, is placed) at 
the head, 


ad. But does,apy; mani imagine-it 
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possible he could ‘ever unite with the hon. 
gent. opposite to me, who |has so ofteh — 
arraigned his govt. as an aborhination to 
this country, and the whole of bis mea- 


‘sures. as the most wicked, dangerous, and 
‘unconstitutional ? who has arraigned hith 


repeatedly as guilty of the vilest corrup- 
tion and profligacy, and accused him of 
wickedly and unnecessarily protracting the 
late war, and promoting the ruin of his 
country? Can it be possible, Sir, thal the 
hon, member over against mé (Mr. Fox), 
now just returning to this House from 
that retirement he squght in disgust “at: 
the measures of the right hon. gent. under 
the gallery, -will dedicate his first exertion. 
to raise again to power that :minister 
whose former sway he considered so odious, 
and his ministry the greatest calamity te 
this country? Sir, I cannot suppose, such 
an object possible. It may be -itnagified, 
that the right hon. gent. under the gallery 
is desirous of raising to power the hon, 
member over the way :, this I think equally 
improbable. I do not say the disgrace 
would be greater to one than to the other, 
but that it would be equally disgraceful to 
both. I am ready to give the fight hon. 
gent. under the gallery credit for every 
thing magnanimous, for every thing li- 
beral, for every readiness to sacrifice po- 
litical resentment or party pique, when, 
at such a crisis, they may stand in thé way 
of his country’s good; and I am sure he 
would feel it a load cast from his feelings. 
But, Sir, I do not believe that he can sas 
crifice the great prineiple of his consist. 
ency; and I can never think that two mi¢h 
of principles so totally opposite, could 
meet at the same council board, without 
such concealments or dissimulation as 
would render each despicable in the eyés 
of the other, and both’ in their own. I 
beg to ask; if this could bé considéred as 
a means of defetiding’ the nation? If it 
could be for the good of the country, that 
adthitistration should continue in their'si- 
tutitions after the confidence of Parliament 
‘is withdrawn from them? Atid if they ate 
to coritinue it place, would’ it not be mad- 
ness for the House to accede to this meu- 
‘sure ? I' beg to ask; is this @ tine to repeal 
the Habeas: Corpus Suspension Law’ ih 
Irélaiid; or the: Martiat Law bili? 
ask; @-pradéeht momenit'to ‘agitate the 
tholie question ? Fs it'd to ‘assimil 
this. honiely eonstitution Of duts that 
‘© Oxalted' of wisdom,” 


the:gowt: of 2° “th “Ye 
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‘right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham), I:con- 
jure him by the many well-fought days of 
argument he has maintained in this House 
—I conjure him by the memory of his de- 
‘parted friend, Mr. Burke —I conjure 
him by a memory he should and he ought 
to respect still more, the memory ‘of his 


“departed self, to‘ pause, before it is too 


late, and before he signs and seals for 
ever his own inconsistency. I would ask 
him, whether he is prepared to join the 
advocates of French principles? (a loud 
ery of Order! Order!) or whether he 
considers this the proper moment for the 
introduction of such principles? I again 
conjure the House to look seriously. to 
‘the consequences of agreeing to the pre- 
sent motion, as it must infallibly lead to 
_ the introduction of a new ministry worse. 
than that which at present exists. 
. Mr. Windham said, he gave the learned 
‘gentleman credit. for his endeavours to 
rouse the House from that languor into 
‘which it had been insensibly sinking. He 
had chaunted the funeral obsequies of the 
_ ministry in melodious strains. 


. He sang Darius, great and good, 
Fallen, fallen, fallen, fallen, 
_ Fallen from his high estate, 
' And weltering in his blood, 


But he did not seem to think the cause 
altogether desperate; and as he pro- 
ceeded, 

He burst the bands of sleep asunder, 

And rous’d him like a rattling peal of thunder. 
The learned gent. had considered the mo- 
tion in two different aspects. For his own 
part, he must confess he had no objection 
to the one part of the motion, as stated 
by the learned gent. that the present ad- 
ministration should be removed; but, at 
the same time, the conclusion that had 
been drawn from it by no means, fol- 
lowed. Though they might disapprove of 
the conduct of the present ministers, it 
was not necessary they should point out, 
‘at the same time, who were the most pro- 
‘per-to be their successors.. Neither was 
it necessary that they should begin by 
charging ministers with misconduct pre- 
_ Niously to. any investigation. Had the 
done this, he could easily conceive that the 
dearned gent. would have been the first to 
cry out at the injustice of the proceeding. 
He would have asked a fair trial previous 
to any sentence of condemnation; he 
would baye cried out very much had they 
tmoved the dismissal of ministers, with- 
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out assigning any reason, or merely bes 
cause they did not like them, have con- 
cluded them to be bad. He wished to go 
into the question on its own intrinsic me: 
rits, and not on the ground on which the 
learned gent. had shewn so much feeli 
and in which he no doubt was sincere. Be- 
fore deprecating so warmly, however, the 
union of opposite sentiments, which he 
seemed so much to apprehend, he would 
request the learned gent. to look to a gent, 
not inore than 4 or 5 benches from him 
(Mr. Tierney), whose sentiments and his 
had not been always congenial, and who 
had been for many years the friend and 
companion of the admirer of French prin. 
ciples; who had been the champion of res 
form, and those other questions which 
were so obnoxious to the learned gent, 
‘He had no objection to take advice, but 
he did not know if the advice, in. the pre- 
sent instance, was purely disinterested. 
The learned gent. from his proféssional 
habits (and no man had a greater respect 
than he had for his professional character), 
was so much accustomed to plead for his 
client, that, in the present instance, he 
seemed to have forgotten that he was both 
advocate and client too. Re 
Mr. Tierney said, he did not imagine hé 
was of so much consequence as to be so 
often arraigned. Few questions ever weré 
so little productive of difficulty to him in 
the vote he ougiit to give. With respect 
to what had been said, as to his inconsist- 
ency, it was for the event to shew how, 
on the subject of parliamentary reform, 
he should act. For the present, let that 
be left ad referendam. As to accusations 
of entertaining French principles, he should 
take that as he always took it, in no ill 
humour. He had opposed his Majesty’s 
late ministers, and certainly for one strong 
reason, among others, that the right hon. 
gent. opposite (Mr. Windham) was a 
member of it. The present question was 
evidently one, on the confidence that 
ought to be reposed in administration. 
The ground stated for the motion was the 
defence of the country; but the latter part 
of the’motion went to take away from the 


Y | executive govt. what had been always en- 


trusted to it. It was nothing else but thé 
question of dismissing ministers, which 
ought to have been brought forward in 4 
fair, manly manner. He might’ be ac- 
cused of self-interest, but he knew he hea 
not been actuated by any such motive. 
Tt was said, thot administration acted on 
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no system, and this by those who were a 
part of the last; of that administration 
which formed the provisional cavalry, and 
whose income’ tax was the subject of com- 
plaints without end. Ministers had been 
abused for listening to the suggestions of 
others; such was the return for their im- 
partiality. But any candid man, who 


‘ looked at the multiplicity of affairs that 


crowded upon them, would see that their 
fault was. rather in attempting too much. 
Look at Ireland, and see what a small 
force there was last war to defend it, com- 
om with what there is at present; yet 
rom the same mouth that ordered the 
then Irish establishment, the House now 
heard the voice of complaint. ‘The right 
hon. gent. under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) 
had sufficiently shewn the excellence of 


‘the volunteer system on different occa- 


sions. The zeal of the people at large 


had certainly been great, but ministers 


had done every thing in their power to 


‘promote and direct it; and the volunteers 


in general had shewn an excellent disposi- 
tion. ‘They were not equal to regular 
troops on a military system; but he did 
not think that the united talents of the 


‘different coalescing parties could point out 


a better mode of assisting the public de- 
fence, If party had raged abroad as 
much as in that House, they never could 
have been formed. If they were used 
properly, they would do their duty. With 
all the conquests and power of France, 
all that she has been able to do since the 
last peace, and all the additional means 
afforded her, we were now actually pre- 
paring, not for defence, but for offensive 
measures against ber. The country was, 
therefore, as well defended as if even the 
Jate Sec. at War had the care of defending 
it. He bad a great respect for the abili- 
ties of that right hon. gent. but he really 
believed that his return to the manage- 
ment of military affairs would strike more 
dismay than the appointment of any other 
man in the country: so many things would 
immediately occur to disgust the public 
mind, He might get a disposeable force, 
and he believed, too, he would, as for- 
merly, soon find out a way of disposing of 
it. The present negligent and incapable mi- 
nistry, as it was called, bad scarcely done 
any thing like the transactions of St. Do- 
minga, or the invasion of Holland, for 
which men were enticed and sent off in- 


_toxicated, and not knowing to what regi- 
_ Ment they belonged, to have their brains 


Vou. 
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beat out. But on this question the right 
hon. gent. ought to be able to state what 
his expectations were with respect to the’ 
successors of the present administration. 
He had heard a good deal of a coalition : 
that it had actually taken place he could 
not say; but he had also heard of a co- 
operation, Three large bodies had, it 
seemed, agreed in nothing else, but in their 
efforts to get rid of the present ministry. 
To accomplish such an union, many things 
must have been given up, and probably 
the right hon. gent. had made his peace 
with the hon. mover, for the attack made 
on the unblemished -character of the hon, 
gent. (Mr. Fox). while that right hon. gent.. . 
(Mr. Windham) was in Office, by striking 
him out of his Majesty’s Privy Council! If 
gent. suffered such a motion. as this to be 
carried, what would they say to the coun- 
try, after the various acts they had passed), 
and the measures they had taken? It was 
necessary to look at the remedy proposed, 
as well as the disorder. ‘The leaders of 
the combined parties had many partizans 
undoubtedly ; but he was perfectly confi- 
dent, that if they succeeded, there would 
be a genera! feeling of regret in the public 
mind, whenever the present administra- 
tion should retire, ‘The feelings of the 
public were, he was certain, with the pre- 
sent ministers. After ten years experi- 
ence, the public had felt the blessing of 
being deprived of the vigorous proceedings 
of the rignt hon. gent. (Mr. Windham). 
‘But where were the petitions against minis- 
ters? From what city, or county, or bo- 
rough? Some gent. in opposition, had a 
pretty good notion of the mode of procur- 
ing them ; but they did not appear. Per- 
haps he might hear of them by-and-by. 
There might be some meetings in Palaces — 
yard for that purpose, and very probably 
in the borough of Southwark too; but at 
present, gent. knew, that to procure any 
thing of importance in this way was im- 
practicable. He was perfectly satisfied 
with the conduct of Ministers, and he 
should always look back to his connexion 
with them with satisfaction. 

The Hon, C. H. Hutchinson said a few 
words in support of the motion, after 
which, 

Mr. For rose to reply, and addressed 
the House to the following effect :—Sir, so 
much of this debate has been employed in 
personalities; so mauy observations have 
been made upon the character and con. 
struction of the motion, and upon the 
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manner in which I introduced’ it, and so 
little has been said upon the motion itself, 
that it becomes necessary to trespass upon 
the House with a few observations. If ever 
there was a debate conducted with the 
’ spirit of party, indeed I ought rather to 
say with the spirit of faction, for it does 
not deserve the honourable name of party, 
it is the manner in which this debate has 
been conducted by the opponents of the 
motion, with the exception only of the 
Sec. of State, who met it in a fair and 
manly manuer. If ever there was a case, 
in’ which those who opposed a motion dis- 
played. total want of talent and capacity, 
and in their room had recourse to unjusti- 
fiable-personality (and if I was to call it 
coarse ribaldry, 1 should not over-rate it) 
it is the present. I will begin what I have 
to say with a few observations respecting 
myself. 
_ this kind, and I have. always observed, 
that when those whom I have opposed are 
pressed hard, and feel themselves in dan- 
ger Of a defeat, then I am sure to have all 
my political sins set forth in array against 
me; then I am sure to be told of my at- 
tachment to French principles; of my cul- 
pable love of peace, and of the coalition. 
I waited in confident expectation that they 
would go back, as usual, to the Middlesex 
election, but in this I was for once disap- 
' pointed. We will begin first with the coa- 
lition, an event which occurred one-and- 
‘twenty years ago, before, I believe, the 
learned gent. engaged in public life. If he 
wants any information upon that subject, I 
wish he would not apply merely to me, but 
to others, and what he, of course, will 
consider more respectable authority. Let 
him apply to one of the members of the 
present administration, I mean the Presi- 
dent of the Council, who will give him 
some information upon the principles on 
' which that measure was founded. Let him 
apply to one of the Post-Masters-General, 
who was supposed to have had a consider- 
able share in bringing about the event, 
and from the information which the learned 
gent. will receive from his friends, he will 
be able to form an opinion upon the sub- 
ject. ‘The learned gent. has this night in+ 
dulged himself in a declamation against 
union of all sorts, but he does: not. seem 
always to have entertained (such a violent 
antipathy to them. When a number of 
my friends, whom I valued most highly, 


joined the late. administration ; when the’ 
_ Duke of Portland,..when one of the pre- 


‘ 
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I have been used to debates of’ 


sent Post-mastets-General, wher Lord 
Fitzwilliam, and several othets with whom 
‘I had for years: concurred in opinion, coa- 
lesced with the late ministers, where then 
was all his indignation, where was all his 
declamation against coalitions. When [| 
‘was hurt and vexed, as | certainly was b 

the loss of such friends, did’ I attribute 
their conduct to any thing but an honour. 
able- difference of opinion, which forced 
them to take the part they aid? But when- 
ever a coalition is in favour of a ministry 
of which he forms a part, then it is entitled 
to every praise; but if it should have the 
effect of disturbing such an administration, 
then it immediately becomes the subject of 
the learned gent,’s vehement invective, 
The learned gent. then represents me as 
an admirer of French principles. Ida 
not know his history from the beginning of 
the French révolution ; but I believe that, 
was an event at which 99 men out of every 
100 were extremely rejoiced—I mean the 
overthrow of the govt. of France; and | 
believe that even his Majesty’s ministers at 
first entertained similar sentiments upon 
‘the subject. But he combines the revolu. 
tion with all the dreadful events and crimes 
that followed, and makes me a party to 
the whole. The learned gent. I presume, 
knows the history of his own country, let 
him look to the year 1641; he will find 
that good and honourable men took a part 
in producing the events of that time; he 
knows also that they were followed by 
miseries and crimes which those men could 
neithér foresee nor prevent; and it was 
one of the misfortunes. of this country, that 
those calamities made men afterwards go 
into an, opposite extreme; and this will 
always happen as long as men are men. and 
human nature remains the same. But | 
clearly perceive the disappointment of the 
learned gent. He appears of late to have 
employed himself in considering parties; 
he looks at my right hon. friend (Mr 
Windham), and at me; and he takes it 
for granted, that whatever change may take 
place, we cannot come in; but the right 
hon. gent. (Mr, Pitt) he supposes will come 
in, and upon these suppositions, he formed 
his speech. He therefore came down pre-. 
pared to treat me with every species of 
hostility, supposing that I should make a 
long speech against the ministers, and he 
prepared a-very moderate reply for the 
right hon. gent. under the gallery, who, he 
took it for granted, would be rather gentle 


in-his censure of them, All his venom 
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was therefore poured out upon my right 


hon. friend (Mr. Windham) and myself, 


while he lavished his still more disgusting 
adulation upon his right hon, friend (Mr. 
Pitt). He is not satisfied with praising the 
former ministers, but he says, that nothing 
could give greater satisfaction than the re- 
turn of that right hon. gent. (Mr, Pitt) to 
administration, and that this was a fact of 
which the present ministers were perfectly 
But is he aware how strongly 
he is censuring bis present friends by such 
language? He is actually accusing them, in 
the technical words of an indictment, 
* that they, well knowing that he, the said 
Mr. Pitt, was a tit person to be ininister of 
this country, and well knowing that his 
return to administration would give general 


satisfaction, yet that they wilfully, at the. 


instigation (I will not say of whom), did 
continue to retain their places and offices, 
to the exclusion of the said right hon. gent. 
from the office of minister.” But it must 
be observed, that all this praise of the right 
hon. gent: is only conditional: They say 
to him, ** You may return to office, and 
it will give great satisfaction ; but you must 
take care not to bring any new friends with 
you, because if you do, then you will lose 
all the praise we have given you.” One 
would really suppose, by the apprehension 
which he expresses about me, that I was.a 
barrister, and that he thought I wanted to 
supersede him in his office. The learned 
gent. has been very liberal of his advice; 
he advises my right hon. friend (Mr. Wind- 
ham) to take care ef his character; he 
advises his right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) 
not by any means to join with us; but I 
don’t recollect that he has been kind 
enough to bestow any advice upon me. 
Dr. Johnson once said to a person who 
was loading him with praise, “ pray, 
Sir, consider what your praise is worth, 
before you bestow it so liberally.” So, 
I must beg the learned gent. to consi- 
der what his advice is worth, before he is 
so lavish of it.—It has been contended 
that this was an unusual motion: in an- 
swer to this, I only begged to.refer to the 
journals, where innumerable precedents 
would be found. But it is seid, your ob- 
ject is to turn out the ministers; why do 
yOu not move openly at once ? If this mo- 
tion has the effect of turning out the mi- 
nisters I shall like it the better for it; but 
I take it to be more parliamentary to prove 
the misconduct of ministers before a motion, 
_. Made to dismiss them, It is said, - why. 


do you not move to censure ministers; 
Why, this motion does contain a censure 
upon them for not doing their duty ; for 
not taking any steps to increase the regular 
army ; for not taking any measure for arm- 
ing the people, and these are charges which 
they will find it difficult to answer. Kt 
may be asked why I did not bring forward 
this charge before? My answer is this: I 
thought it fair to wait to see whether mir 
nisters would adopt any effectual steps for 
the security of the country; and finding 
they had not, I thought it my duty to make 
this proposition to the House.—l have, 

a few observations -more to trouble the _ 
House, with, except upon what, fell from- 
the Sec. of State, Ie-says, that he does 

not think an armed. peasantry fit for, this 

country. This is a fair opinion for him 

to entertain. But what do the other-mir 

nisters say? Why, that they will have ag 
armed peasantry and volunteers also; -but 

this is a point which I hope to have an 

opportunity of discussing fully with him 

upon another occasion. The right hon. 

gent. says, this motion is only a pretence, 

and that the real object of it is to turm out 

ministers, and that every member. ought 

to vote upon that idea.—I most sincerely 

hope they will, for if every member, who 

thinks that the ministers ought not to con- 

tinue in their stations, will vote for this 

motion, I shall not despair of dividing ip 

a majority. He then says there is.no 

discontent in the country, there are, no 

petitions; and another right hon. gent, 

(Mr. Tierney) says I am very skilfol-in 

procuring petitions ; if I am, it only proves 

that I am an apt scholar of his, Bat upon 

such a subject, is not the House of Come 


| mons competent to form a judgment upon 


the conduct of ministers and to determine 
whether they are worthy of confidence of 
not? But then it is asked with greater 
eagerness, if you remove the present mir ~ 
nisters, who will you put in their place? 
And one right bon. gent. (Mr. Tierney) | 
seems particularly anxious to obtain some 
information upon that subject. To this 
question my answer is this; I would exere 
cise the constitutional power of the House 
of Commons in endeavouring to turn out 
incompetent ministers, but I would never 
invade the prerogative. of the Crown 
pointing out who were.to succeed them. 
wish to turn out, those ministers because I 
think they are a curse to the country, byt 
I should never think. of interfering with 


the prerogative of the Crown in the ap- 
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_ poiutment of their successors. | Upon this 


subject, therefore, I can give no answer to: 
_ the anxious enquiries of the right hon. 
i 
gent. ; who has, however, openly declared, 


‘that he will oppose any administration of 
which my right hon. friend (Mr. Windham) 
forms a part, though he seems by no 
feans disinclined to bow to another (Mr. 
Pitt). Another topic of public animad- 
version has been noticed by the learned 
gent. with the bitter spirit of malignity, if 
not in the language of disappointment or 
despair. It is the clamour against a sup- 
posed coalition. If I have experienced a 
return of friendship from those men with 
whom for some years I have widely dif- 
fered in public opinions, and with whom 
any difference at al] times was a subject of 
sincere regret, I cannot conceive why the 
‘union of sentiment on this occasion should 
‘all forth so harsh and so severe a repre- 
hension from the learned gent.; but if 


. ‘there’ be any crime for embracing a retnrn 


‘of former friendship and affection, between 
men who had always entertained for each 
other private sentiments of esteem, I have 


. no hesitation in pleading guilty to the 


charge. Thus tar I think due to atten- 
tions’ which are always grateful to my 
heart; and I cannot see any just cause 
why the learned gent. in the hey-day of 
his spleen, should attempt to interrupt our 
intercourse, or disturb our repose. It 
‘surely is not necessary that either they or 
I should consult him on our selection of 
friends, or ask his leave how far our mutual 
civi With regard toa 
coalition between me and the right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Pitt) under the gallery ; I know 
of no other coalition, no other cause of 
co-operation, than what may appear to 
both fair and honourable as members of 
parliament, acting for the true interests of 
the country. I am totally unacquainted 
‘with any sinister views or private under- 
standing. I know of no other cause, no 
other secret springs, than what may be 
‘Openly proclaimed at Charing-cross. Sur- 
‘veying the very critical situation of public 
‘affairs, fully persuaded’ that some effort 
‘ghould be made to restore the credit ‘and 


‘the ‘honour of the country both at home - 


‘and abroad, we have publicly concurréd 
‘for the honourable’attainment of the same 
‘desirable object ; atid’ itis hard, indeed, 
-that public men cannot agree upon’ public 
‘measures without being liable to the bitter 
“reproach of the learned gent. and his hon. 
“eolleagues; dix my motion‘of this night 


[ods 


I am proud of acknowledging the powerful 
aid of the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt); but 
as to the particular line of conduct or ar- 
gument, which the right hon. gent. meant 
to adopt, I was, before the delivery of his 
speech, as completely unacquainted with as 
any'man in the House. So far we may 
safely disclaim any coalition, or private 
understanding. It isevident, indeed, that 
we fully concur in one particular opinion: 
we are periectly agreed as‘to the weakness 
and incapacity of the present ministers, 
The motion now before the House will 
prove, if a committee be granted, the 
truth of this position ; and should it be ne- 
gatived, no proof can, from that circum 
stance, be inferred, that the ministers are 
either wise or able to conduct the affairs 
of a great empire. With all my condem- 
nation of their measures, I have no hesi- 
tation to acknowledge that some of their 
acts I approved, believing them for the good 
of the country.. But there is no general 
rule without un exception. Am I always 
to support their measures, whether wise 
or foolish? Am I always to agree with 
them, whether in peace or war? Although 
sI highly approved of peace, as necessary 
for the interest of the country, yet I 
highly disapproved of some of its articles. 
With all my partiality for the peace of 
Amiens, I could not see any propriety in 
the shameful surrender of all our conquests. 
So glad, however, was I of the return of 
peace, that I did not dwell much upon the 
terms. Had such d happy event been pro- 
perly managed, we ‘might still have been 
at peace. But foolish and improvident 
ministers are ill calculated to avail them- 
selves of the advantages of such an eveuc. 
I do not, however, now oppose them, be- 
cause we are at war, but because the coun- 
try and its interests are in the most immi- 
nent danger. But I shall not neglect my 
public duty should any great emergency 
arise. I shall not, like some people, sit 
in silence when my country is in danger. 
I shall not passively let the French march 
to London, because I cannot 
my confidence. I hope public men may” 
oppose and condemn ministers, without 
being charged as friendly to the common 
enemy. I and those with whom I had the 
honour of acting, totally disapproved of 
the American: war. Did we, however, 
ever shrink from our public duty? No. I 
can refer those who entertain any doubt 
‘on the subject, to many great and respect- 
‘able names. I cam refer them to several 
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distinguished characters, who were active | 


ina military capacity in the militia, I can 
refer them to some noble commanders, 
who, notwithstanding their detestation of 


the American war, cordially united in| 


every arrangement to repel the enemy, 
who then also threatened a descent on our 
coast. Coxheath and Warley witnessed 
their zeal and patriotism, by heading troops 
very little inferior to veterans in discipline, 
but equal to them in sentiments of glory. 
I beg pardon of the House for engrossing 
so'much of their attention at so late an 
hour ; but when so grossly and so illibe- 
rally charged, I hope for some indulgence. 
The motion is certainly not made with a 
design favourable to administration. It is 
made for the purpose of inquiring into the 
means of our defence, and improving our 
situation. All those who are real friends 
to the country—all these who would ren- 
der even justice to administration, by af- 
fording them an opportunity of vindicating 
their conduct, will vote with me this 
night. I wish for the votes of these men, 
and these men only. Grant me but the 
- committee, and I will endeavour to prove 
the truth of my allegations. If the result 
of the inquiry should be favourable to ad- 
ministration, they will have cause of 
triumph, Let us, however, investigate the 
facts. Let us not allow every act of parlia- 
ment for our defence to remain as a mere 
dead letter. Let us, as there appears dan- 
ger, improve our military spirit. Let us 
immediately adopt plans for the better and 
more general arming of the people. 
The question being called for, the ayes 
went forth, and-on the division the numbers 


were, For Mr. Fox's motion 204 
Against it - - 256 
Majority - 52 


Adjourned at 4 o’clock on Tuesday 
morning. 


List of the Minority. 


Anson, Thomas Beach, Hicks M. 
Antonie, W. Lee : Brodie, J. 

Adair, Robert Brooke, Lord 
Adams, W. Byng George 
Aubrey, Sir Joha Burdett, Sir F. 
Bailey, George Blaquiere, Lord De 
Bankes, Henry |. Bouverie, Hon. E. 
Binning, Lord Bradshaw, R. H. 
Bertie, General _ Bligh, Thomas 
Barclay, George Berkeley, Admiral 
Barham, J. Foster Burroughs, Wm. 
Bruce, P..C. Barclay, Sir Robert 
Bootle, K. W. Bourne, Sturges 
Barne, Snowdon Cooke, Bryan i 


Branding, C. J. Creevey, Thomas 


Courtenay, John 
Canning, George 
Cartwright, W. R. 
Cooper, J. E. 
Caulfield, Hon, H. 
Craufurd, Col, 
Chapmaa, C 
Codrington, C. 
Calcraft, John 
Cavendish, Lord G, 
Cavendish, W, 
Carbery, Lord 
Coke, Thomas W. 
Coke, Edward 
Combe, H, C. 
Dalrymple, Sir H. 
Dickenson, W. sen. 


Dundas, Right Hon. W. 
Dundas, Charles 
Dundas, L. 

Dundasy G. 

Dundas, Philip 

Dent, John 

Dillon, Hon. H. A. 
Durand, J. H. 

Elford, Sir Wm. 

Ellis, C. R. 

Euston, Earl of 

Eliot, Hon. W. 

Eliot, 

Everett, T..- 

Ferguson, Jimes 
Fitzharris, Lord 
Foster, John 
Fuller, 
Fox, Hon. C, J. 
Foljambe, F. F. 
Francis, Philip 
Fitzpatrick, General 
Fitzhugh, Wm. 
Folkestone, Lord 
Foley, Andrew 
Graham, Col. 
Graham, James 
Geary, Sir W. 
Gregor, Francis 


Gunning, G W. 


Garland, G. 


-| Gower, Lord G, L. 


Grenville, R. H.T. 
Grenfell, P. 
Hammet, John 
Hill, W. 
Hamilton, Lord A. 
Henderson, A. 
Hippisley, Sir J. C. 
Holland, H. 
Hardman, E. 
Harrison, Johr 
Hulkes, J. 
Hope, Alex. 
Hutchinson, Hon. C. 
Hughes, W. L. 
jeffery, J. 
joliffe, 
Jekyl, Joseph 
ohnstone, George 
Johnes, T. 
Kinnaird, Hon. C, 
Kensington. Lord 


Kirkwall, Vise, 
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Latouche, 
_ Louvaine, 


Leigh, 


Lenox, Charles: 
Long, Re Hon. J: 
Latouche, P. 
Lora 
Lowther, Col. 


Lowther, ]. 
Langton, Gore 


Lambton, R. John 
Ladbroke, R. 
Leland, General 
Milbank, Sir R. 
Mostyn, Sir T. 
Marsham, Viscount 
Mildmay, Sir H. 
Morpeth, Lord 
Madocks, W. A. 
Milner, Sir William 
Morland, W. 
Mackenzie, Gen, A. 
Manners, John 
Manris, E. 
Montgomery; }. 
Moore; Peter 
Moore, G. P, 
Newpott, Sir John 
North, Dudley 
Northey, Wm. 
Osborne, Lord F. 
Osborne, John 
Ossulstone, Lord 
Ord, William 
Pelham, Hon. C. 


_ Popham, Sir Home 


Poyntz, W. S. 
Peel, Sir R. 

Penn, J. 

Petty, Lord H. 
Pierse, Henry 
Porchester, Lord 
Preston, Sir R. 
Phipps, J. G. 
Plumer, Wm, 
Pytches, Joha 
Ram, A. 
-Ryder, Hon. R. 
Russell, Lord W. 
Raine, J. 
Rooke, General 
Rose, Rt. Hon. G. 
Rose, George H. 
Rutherford, G. 
Scott, Claude 
Scott, S. 

Scott, Jos. 
Sinclair, Sir Joha 
Sloane, H. 
Sheridan, R. B. 
N. 


Shakespeare, Arthur 


Smith, Samuel 


Smith, Joha vod 
Scudamore, Joha 


Smith, William 
Spencer, Lord R. 
St. John, Hon. St, A. 


Stanhope, S. 


Smith, Ashetoa 


| 
Laurence, Doctot’ 
Lawley, Sir 
Lamb, Dz 
SE Dickenson, W, jun. 
Dupré, J. 
Dundas, R. . 
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Somerset, Lord E, . | Wilberforce, Won 
Staniforth, John White, M, sf 

Stani¢y, Eord, Walpole; Hon. G. 

_ Stuart, Lord Wy Windham, Right Hon. W. 
‘Thornton, S. Wynne, Sit W. W. 
Thornton, Robert. Wynne, C. W, 


Turner, Wrottesley, Sir Js. 


Thellusson, I. Wigram, R. 

Tarleton, General Western, C.-C. 

‘Townshend, Lord J. Wharton, John 
_ Nilliers, Hon, J, C, Winnington, Sir E. 

(Ward; Robert. ~ ‘Wood, George 

Ward, Hon. J. Ww, Young, Sir Wm. 

rd Temple, 2 
S. Whitbread, Tellers, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Fuesday, April. 24. 

[Intsx Orren Bexy.]—The 
order ef the day: was then read for the 
third reading of the Irish Militia 'Fransfer 
Bill. Lard moved, that the 
bill be now read a third time.—On this 
occasion, a conversation of very consider- 
able length, and rather of a desultory na- 
ture took place, on the subject of the ope- 
ration of the existing laws, together with 
the actual provisions of the bill in ques- 
tion, respecting the liabilities of those Ro- 
man Catholie officers and privates serving 
in the Irish militia, who may. be brought 
into this country, in case of their taking 
certain prescribed oaths, tests, &c. ‘The 
principal speakers were, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lords Grenville, Hawkesbury, El- 
lenborough, Carleton, Mulgrave, Auck- 
land, the Bishop of St. Asaph, Karl Spen- 
cer, the Marquis of Sligo, and the Duke 


of Norfolk. The discussion arose princi- 


pally out of that which took place on a 
former evening, on the same topic, and 
which was, in some degree, reserved for 


future consideration. ‘The hinge upon! 


which it generally turned in the present 
instance, was upon a clause proposed to 
be introduced in the way of rider, by Lord 


. Grenville, and, in substance, tending to 


enact, That ao person serving in G. Bri- 
tain, in the Irish regiments of militia, 
should be subject to any liabilities, penal- 
ties, &c. in consequence of their not tak- 
ing or subscribing the oaths or declara- 
tions required by law therein, other than 


they were subject to while serving in Ire- 


land. The introduction of this clause was 
objected to by the Lord Chancellor, Lords 
Ellenborough, Carleton, Hawkesbury, 
Auckland, and the Marquis of ° Sligo, 


chiefly on, the general ground of its being 


superfluous and unnecessary. Among the 


_ arguments urged by their Lordships, were the 


| consideration of the laws of the two coun. 
| tries, being identified by the act of union; 


that-the act of the 26th of Charles H.-by 
which the liabilities in question were, first 
created, had only in its purview England, 
Wales, and the islands of Guerysey.and 
Jersey ; that by the. provisions of, the ex. 
isting laws, an indictment preferred on 
the score of non-compliance, must neces- 
sarily be laid in such a way. as could not 
apply to. the enactments of an Izish sta» 


low in such cases, must be hostile. to the 
interpretation given to the bill by the peers 
im opposition; and that under every fair 
and liberal construction of the measure 
under consideration, those dissenters from 
the established religion, serving in the 
Jrish militia in this country, were entitled 
to every advantage, immunity, and: pro- 
tection, which they derived from the acts 
under which they originally engaged to 
serve. Upon these general grounds, the 
clause was opposed by the above-mentioned 
Peers.—QOn the part of those Lords who 
supported the clause, who, beside the 
| noble mover (Lord Grenville) were prin- 
cipally Earl Spencer, Lord Mulgrave, and 
the Bishop of St. Asaph, it was urged, 
among other arguments, that the subject 
was of that peculiar nature and import- 


ance, that the non-liability of the religious’ 


dissenters in question, should be clearly 
and specifically declared; that the intro. 
ducing such a clause, could not possibly be 
detrimental, but was obviously of benefi- 
cial tendency. Recent occurrences should 
convince their Lordships of the necessity 
of such an enactment; when, notwithstand- 
ing, the decisions which were given in the 
courts below on a subject of great import 
ance, it was found ‘adviseable in the bill, 


clare what the law was upon the subject; 
that the interpretations given by law lords 
on such occasions should not be implicitly 
followed, aud that what fell from learned 
lords in the course of the present conversa. 
tion, should convince the House of the 
necessity of adopting a clear and specific 
provision upon the subject; and, that not 
a shadew of doubt should be suffered to 
remain in the minds of those who. were to 
be afiected by the present measure, &c.— 
Lord Grenville pressing the clause, the 
House divided, when there appeared 
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tute ; that the decisions of the courts be. _ 


which was afterwards introduced, to de.. 


t 
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- Ireland to that number to which they had 


- upon military duty with the country gent. 
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Oh the question that the bill should pass, 
being put, 
Lord Mulgrave rose, and entered at 
some length into the conduct of ministers 
in the different measures they had brought 
forward. He had the greatest esteem tor 
their integrity and upright intentions; but 
jt would be better for this country to have 
men of more talent in administration, even 
though they should have less integrity, be- 
cause the excellent forms of our constitu- 
tion guarded against the confidence of the 
country being given to any person who 
should be so devoid of integrity as to 
abuse that confidence. He had heard of 
the measures of ministers for the most part 
from rumour, which, in this case, was a 
proper representative, for it was vague and 
changeable like the measures themselves. 
He then commented upon the extreme 
impolicy of the bill, which stopped up the 
sources Of recruiting for the army. 
The Earl of Carnarvon objected to the. 


even the plausibility of those opinions that 
had béen stated of the unwillinguess of the 
Irish Roman Catholics to enter into the 
service of a protestant govt.? The very 
circumstance of theit following the coun- 
try gent. of whatever persuasion, was s 
proof that such opinions were ill-founded, 
and rashly adopted. Yet, certain letters 
had been circulated over this country, 

‘means of the public prints, from which at 
appeared, that a noble and learmed lord 
(Redesdale) who held high situation in 
the Irish govt. ‘maintained such opinions, 
What must be the effect of ‘such a convic+ 
tion, as these ‘had a tendency to produce 
upon the minds of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland ? Could they believe that the govt. 
was diposed to place any confidence in 
them, when a distinguished member of it 
entertained and delivered such opinions? 
He who, from the dignified situation which 
he held, ought to have been the soother of 
those animosities, that were too apt to be 


bill upon the grounds, that when the mili- [inflamed by religious disputes, instead of 


tia was embodied at first, it was meant as 
a constitutional torce, and that the change 
of its place was In some measure a dere- 
Jiction of the principle, on which it was 
founded. 

Lord Westmoreland relied to the argu- 
ments of the two last speakers, and de- 
fended ministers from the charge. which 
had been mate against them, of endea- 
vouriug to palliate their own conduct by a 
comparison with the measures of their pre- 
decessors. The object of this bill was to 
augment the disposeable force of the coun- 
try, and he thought that i( was a proper 
and wise measure to raise the militia of 


been raised during the last war.—The ques- 
tion being put on the passing of the Bill, 
the House divided, 
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himself promoting and irritating them. It 
was high time to begin to endeavour to 
conciliate the Catholics, who could never 
| be well affected to'a govt, headed by Pro- 
testants, who, -instead of studying their 
interests, only treated them with abuse. 
He then entered upon the subject matter 
of the bill, to which lie had the strongest 
objections. 

The Earl of Limerick warmly vindicated 
the Protestants from the charge of treating 
the Catholics of Ireland with abuse, and 
contended, that the words ‘of the noble 
Lord himself had the strongest tendency to 
inflame religious animosities. 

Lord Ellenborough would not have said 
a word on the present subject, had it not 
been for the reflections which had fallen 
from a noble lord opposite to him, against 


House. He had adverted to the publica. 
tion of the letters of a noble and learned 


The bill was accordingly passed. — jlord, now in another kingdom, ‘and com- 


Mivitia AUGMENTATIONBILL.] | 
Upon the motion for the third reading of | 
the Irish Militia Augmentation Bill, 

Lord King rose and observed, that the 
only argument which he had heard uttered 
in defeuce of this measure, that had the least 

appearance of plausibility was, that the 
Trish peasantry were more ready to enter 


whom ‘they knew, than to engage in any 
‘other sort of service. But if this argument 
was well-founded, where was the justice or 


mented upon them, as if they had been 
published by the authority of the noble 


|lord who ‘had written them. He thought, 


indeed, that the age of chivalry was gone ; 
the nice discrimimations and feelings of 
honour ‘were likewise gone,’ when com- 
ments were to be made in that House on 
a correspondence obtained in the way ih 
which the one alluded to had come before 
the public. \ He .was far from supposibg 
that. the noble Lord ‘to whom ‘the letters 


were addressed, had any hand in their 


another noble lord, a thember of that - 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
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| publication. Had the two noble lords by 
whom they were written, and to whom they 
were addressed, concurred in. prosecuting 
the purloiner of them, bis Lordship enter- 
tained no doubt that they would have had 
@ good action against him for their value. 
_ Any person making comments on a private 
correspondence thus purloined, was of 
course guilty of receiving stolen goods, 
and, to use an old vulgar adage, “ the re- 
_ ceiver was as bad as the thief.” Were such 
publications to be countenanced and com- 
' mented on, as if the reality of their con- 
tents. was unquestionable, there was an 
_ end to every degree of confidence in so- 
_ ciety, and all communication between man 
and man must cease. He did not suppose 
_ that the noble lord opposite to him meant 
any thing in what he had said: he could 
_ not, however, sit silent, while the character 
_ of an honourable, virtuous, and respecta- 
ble gentleman was thus improperly intro- 

duced. 
Earl Darnley said, that from the dif- 
_ ferent tone, style, and manner which the 
noble and learned lord who had just sat 
down had for some time assumed, he had 
began to hope that the noble and learned 
lord had thought proper to lay aside that 
strain of virulence which was better calcu- 
lated for the other side of the bar than for 
_ the deliberations of that House. His noble 
friend had expressed himself in the mildest 
ssible terms of the correspondence in 
question, milder surely than its contents 
might have warranted. If he understood 
the noble and learned lord, however, the 
term that a receiver was as bad as a thief, 
had been applied to his noble friend ; 
language which could in no view be deemed 
parliamentary, and which was highly un- 
becoming in that House. He himself had 
expressed his opinion of the correspon- 
dence alluded to in stronger terms than 
those used by his noble friend. He did 
_ not feel inclined to change that opinion. 
- Phe noble and learned lord had said that 
be imputed nothing improper to his noble 
friend for the expressions which had drop- 
ped from him, and he begged the noble 
_ and learned lord to know, that he under- 
stood that a similar sentiment extended to 
him. The noble lord then proceeded to 
express his sentiments on the bill, of which 
he totally disapproved.—After .some far- 
ther discussion between Lords Hobart, 


Harrowby, and Spencer, the Marquis of 
Sligo, and the Earl of Montrose, the House 
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ing of the Bill. 


| Earl of Thanet 
Earl of Essex 

Earl of Albemarle 
Earl Cholmondeley 
Earl of Tankerville 
Earl Cowper 

Earl Fitzwilliam 
Earl of Egremont 
Earl of Guildford 
Ear! of Darlington 
Earl of Radnor 
Earl Spencer 

Ear! Bathurst 

Earl of Leicester 
Earl Talbot 

Karl Camden 

Earl Fortescue 

Earl of Mansfield 
Earl of Carnarvon 
Earl of Malmesbury 
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The bill was then 


Earl of Bridgewater - 


- 94 
62). 


Majority - 32 


read a third time and 


passed. 
List of the Minority. . 
Duke of Richmond Earl of Romney 
Duke of Beaufort Earl of Besborough 
Duke of Bedford Earl Darnley 
Duke of Montrose Earl of Aboyne 
Duke of Leinster Earl of Carysfort 
Duke of Athol Ear! of Lucan 
Marquis of Buckingham Earl of Upper Ossory 
Marquis of Stafford Earl of Stair 
Earl of Derby Lord Viscount Maynard 
Earl of Peimbroke Lord Viscount Lowther 


Lord St. John 

Lord Grey de Ruthya 
Lord King 

Lord Borringdon 
Lord Kenyon 

Lord Braybrooke 


Lord Grenville 


Lord Mulgrave 

Lord Dundas 

Lord Mountfort 

Lord Stawell 

Lord Foley: 

Lord Yarborough 

Lord Carrington 

Lord Glastonbury 

Lord Minto 

Lord Lilford 

Lord Berwick 

Lord Bishop of Lincoln 
Lord Bishop of Carlisle 
Lord Bish. of Peterboroug 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, April 24, 
MrnutTes.]—A petition was presented 
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divided on the question for the third read- 


from a number of persons interested in the 
manufactures and commerce of Ireland, 
complaining of the operation of the Ex- 
ports Duty Bill, and praying relief. Or- 
dered to lie on the table-—Mr. B. Weald, 
who had been taken into custody for dis- 
obedience of the authority of the Middle- 
sex Election Committee, was brought to 
the bar, received a reprimand from the 
Speaker, and was ordered to be discharged 
on paying his fees.—-Mr. Foster moved, 
that there be laid before the House an Ac- 
count of the Consolidated Fund in Ireland, 
for the year ending the 5th of Jan, 1803. 
Ordered. The Report of the Committee 
to whom the Yorkshire Clothiers Petition 
was referred, was brought up. After some 
conversation between the Chancellor of | 
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thedexchequer; Mr. H. Lascelles.and Ad- 
miral: Berkeley, the House ordered.,that 
leave be giveu.to. bring in a bill to regulate 
the woollen trade in. the county of York, 
pursuant to the terms of the report, which 


was then ordered to be printed.—Mr. | 


Wilberforce presented a Petition from the 
Institution for Destroying the Effects.and 
Preventing the Extension of Putrid Fevers, 
praying for leave to present) a’ Petition for 
Parliamentary Aid, He stated the 
treme utility of the Institution in reduc- 
ing parochial burdens, &c. and added, that 
their present funds, arising from individual 
contributions, were inadequate .to the;ob- 
ject which they had in view. Leave grant- 
ed.—The Exchequer Bills Bill was read a 
second time, .and referred to a committee 
of the whole House to-morrow. — Mr. 
Calcraft postponed his intended motion on 
the subject of the allowance to subalterns 


in the Volunteer: service till Wednesday 


se’unight.—-Mr. Kinnaird deferred making 


the mokion of which he had formerly given 


notice, with respect to Irish Half-pay Offi- 
cers, till Wednesday fortnight, —Mr, Van- 
sittart moved,’ that there be laid before the 
House an Account of the quantity of Wine 
imported into Great Britain for five years, 
distinguishing each year, &c.; and also 
an account of the quantity of raw Sugar 
for three years, &c.—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer gave notice, that on Fri- 
day he should move for a sum of money 
for the Caledonian Canal, and_also for the 

Plantation Estimates. . 
Loyatry Loan}—Mr. Dent rose to 
make his promised motion relative to the 
interests of the holders of the Loyalty Loan. 
He entered into a minute. history of all the 
particulars in any sort connected with the 
negotiation of that Loan, the passing.of the 
act which legalized the transaction, and 
every subsequent event, by which he 
thought the faith of govt. was in the least 
implicated, or the interests of the holders 
of that loan affected. The loan was pro- 
-posed.on Thursday the Ist of Dec. and by 
-ten o’clock on Monday the 5th, the names 
- were put down for the whole amount of 
-18 millions. On the 23d of the same 
‘month, when the bill received the Royal 
assent, there was the sum of one million 
five hundred thousand actually paid down 
»on the faith of the agreement which had 


| been made with the then Chancellor of the 

Exchequer. There were several meetings 

-had afterwards, and different opinions were 

pare been given as to the legal 
ou. Il. 


interpretation of , the; -precise terms;of, the 
act. -Ou the whole he argued that, ifthe 
subscribers did actually expect to haye.a 
right to demand. re-payment..in two,years 
after the ratification of the definitive treaty 
of peace, it could not be deented,con- 
sistent with the honour or good, faith. of 
the nation to permit individuals to, suffer 
by any embarrassment. or doubtfulness.in 
the formation of an act of parliament..He 
therefore moved, ‘that the said act be 

Vaasittart, in reply to the objections 
of. the hon. mover,to the conduct .of his 
Majesty’s ministers, maintained that.they 
had pursued the line which, under similar 
circumstances, their predecessors, or auy 
other ministers, would have. attended ..to, 
namely, where a doubt existed as. to the 
interpretation of an act of parliament. to 
consult the law officers,of the Crown; who 


nion that differed, it was true, from that of 
a, respectable barrister (Mr, Pigot); but 
he must. state that which came to his 
knowledge, that the case upon which the 
learned barrister alluded to had pro- 


‘nounced an opinion, was erroneously | 


drawn up, and. particularly with respect 
to the date of the definitive treaty of peace, 
or otherwise he presumed that. no differ- 
ence would have existed between that and 
the opinion of the law officers of the 
Crown. 

Mr. Burroughs argued that the resolu- 
tion of the committee of ways and means, 
which immediately followed the proposal 
made with the subscribers to the loyalty 
loan, was a confirmation of the bargain 
which they concluded with ministers, and 
that any deviation from that resolution in 
the bill that. was. grounded upon, it must 
have been a raistake, for it was impossible 
to suppose that any breach of faith with 
the subscribers, could have been. intended. 
The opinion of the law officers he main- 
tained to be not perfectly. agreeable. to 
that which fro.n all the. circumstances was 
to be expected, for as they admitted the 
case to be doubtful, he conceived, that 
their duty was to lean to the side of 
equity, and to attend to the well-founded 
claims of the public creditor. 

Mr, Piéé said, that he had a great sh 
‘in the origin of this transaction, and he 
thought it right to say that he % t to 
consider it merely as a question 6f good 


faith and justise. The statute upon which 
R 


‘ 


upon this, occasion had. delivered an.opi- 


| | | 
| 
| 
} 

| 

| 

i! 

| 
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the difference of opinion’ existed, départed 
from the resolution of the committee which: 
vreteded it, and which, in his judgment; 
was binding upon that house with respect 
to 'the contract with ‘the subscribers to’ the 
royalty loan. Some doubts existed, he 
‘nderstood, as to the construction of the 
Statute, as to the time when the holders of 
tlie loyalty loan had a right to claim‘ pay- 
ment. For himself, he hud tio hesitation 
to say, thet his opinion coincided ‘with 
that of Mr.-Pigot, both'-as ‘founded upon 
the justice of the case, and warranted by 
the letter of the act. It was stated that 
the opinion of that learned barrister was 
erroneous because it was founded upon an 
erroneous statement as to the date of the 
conclusion of the treaty of peace; but his 
opinion, it should be remembered, did not 
hinge upon any thing of that kind, but re- 
jated to this question, whether the notice, 
which by the statute, was to precede the 
payment of those ‘subscribers’ was to be 
coucurrent with, or superadded to, the 
iwo years subsequent to the. treaty of 
yeace, which were to elapse ‘before any 
claim should be made? From the words of 
the act, and from all ‘the circumstances 
connected with the transaction, he was 
viecidedly inclined to the opinion of Mr. 
‘VPigot, aud‘to deviate from that opinion, 
~would ‘not, im his judgment, be to accord 
svith the principles of good faith, which 
‘ie hoped ministers would sufficiently feel 
tt their duty to attend to. If there ‘was 
‘any donbt in their mind as to the best 
anode of ‘proceeding in consequence of the: 
‘alteration in the act, from the words of the 
‘resolution, he thought it was their duty to 
‘apply for the advice of that House, and if 
there was any mistake, to have it rectified, 
‘hut by ‘no means to trust to any opinion 
against the equity of the case. The bar-. 
‘vain was known to be concluded when the 
‘yesolutidn of the committee was published, 
-end any departure from that resolution in 
“the progress of the bill, was an alteration 
‘nade ‘by one of the parties without the 
‘consent of the other. As such departure 
‘had occurred through madvertency, he 
‘trusted that ministers would not ‘run the 
risk of exposing parliament to the charge 
‘of imposition, by refusing to correct the 
evil complained of, a charge which was 
‘vever attempted to be cast before. He 
‘begged leave to ‘impress-on the minds of 
the House, that-almost immediately after 
‘the resolution of the committee was agreed 
‘to, by which the propcsal of those sub- 
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tered: 


| sisted the motion, 


scribers"was acceded to, some of them 


inade ‘a ‘deposit, and many of them paid 
their first instalments before the bill was 
passed in whieh that resolution was al. 


the Exchequer res - 
d the arguments by 
which it was supported. He contended 
that good faith was not in any degree vio- 
lated towards the subscribers to the loyalty 
foan, as they paid in their instalments — 
with their eyes open to the terms of their 
bargain; the bill which sanctioned that bar- 
gain having passed in Dec. 1796, and ne 
part of the subscription having been ad. 
vanced until Jan. following. | From’ this 
he inferred that no-claim on the score of 
justice could be udvanced, and if aby of the 
parties were agorieved, the ‘courts of law 
‘were open for their redress. He saw no 
veason for an application ‘to: that House 
upon the subject, how. 
ever, he had to mention, was not ‘saue- 
tioned ‘by ‘above one-third ‘of the holders 
of this loan; ‘and even among that ‘party . 
very féw of the original subscribers were to . 
be found. This he mentioned in order to 

weaken the claim on the ground of ltbe- 

tality. Jf, however, those subscribers 

were to wait until the period when, ac- 
cording to the construction of the statute, 

they were entitled to-_payment at par, ‘he 
wished it to be understood, that if they 

should not be paid ‘before the 5th of April, 

1805, they would ‘then have to receive 

the whole of their original subscription, 
‘with tiot less than from 7 to 8 per cent. 

interest upon it fromthe time of the first 
advance. ‘Then’ no loss-would arise to the 
persons. f6r-whom so mueh anxiety was 
expressed “by the advocates for the motion’ 
‘before ‘the House—a ‘motion which he 

trusted would not be‘acceded to; and he 
‘had to observe, that there was no necessity 

for it, for he had no doubt that some -ac- 

commodation might be meade with the 
subscribers, that ‘by a bonus’ they would be 
Feeonciled to postpone their demand for 
payment until the period of ‘peace. “Sure 
he was that such payment could not, under 
the present ‘circumstances, be ‘made with- 
out ‘very ‘material inconvenience ‘to ‘the 
public, ‘and therefore he ‘would have no 
share in asserting to any propostion 


\'The Chancellor o 


for such payment. 


‘Mr. For said, he: 


tion of infinite importance, and:concurréd 


| 
: this nature, ‘particularly as there was no | 
obligation of justice or good ‘faith to 


with the whole ofthe arguments advanced 
by the right hon. gent. under the gallery 
(Mr. Pitt.) He stated,; that it never was 
the cusjom. to propose alterations inva bill, 
founded upon a resolution in a committee 
of ways and. meaus,, respecting any loan. 
He challenged the right hon. gent. on the 
treasury bench to quote one instance 
where any such proposition was made by 
him, or any other gent. who ever sat on 
the bench which he had occupied for so_ 
many years.. ‘This),ebservation he made, | 
ig,,order to, the respect for good 
towerdaipubtic creditors, which had 
been. uniformly, felt.in that House, and to 
shew that no ouei-had ever before medi-| 
fated any thing like an alteration in the 
ferms of a loan particularly injurious. to 
the contractors, It had often, to be sure, 
been attempted to throw out a loan bill 
altogether, as, it might be in the Lords, 
but never ip any case to alter the terms; 
that is, if the interest to the lender was 
proposed to be per cent. no one ever, 
moved in apy stage of a loan bill, that 
such interest should be reduced, and for 
this obvious reason, that it would be a 
scandalous breach of faith to new-model. 
a contract without the consent, and in a 
manner not sybject to the control of one. 
of the contracting parties. . ‘The contract-| 
dng parties in this transaction, he consi- 
dered to be the House of Commons, and 
the subscribers to the loyalty lean, and 
she ‘trusted that that House would never, 
by an act of power, vielate a solemn act 
of covenant,..to which it subscribed) when 
itjagreed to the report of the committee, 
athe resolution of, which: formed the bar- 
-gdin. now under discussion. ‘The hon. 
emember asserted, that the contractors had 
consider 'the resolution of that 
ommittee as conclusive of their bargain, 
@nd,,could. net be supposed to have any 
wdgnizance of the subsequent proceeding 
-upon the bill, for it would be monstrous 
extend to such case the maxim of 
dignorantia legis bon excusat. The altera- 
sign, therefore, which itook place, they 
not .be considered as aware of be- 
fore. they advanced »thein money. To 
omake use, thea, of ‘such an alteration, ta 
ofyade the original agreement. with. them, 
ohe gould not but pronounee as little shor 
off ab absolute fraud, Jadeed, he could not. 
shelp considering theconductsybichmimsters 
iséemed resalved: to )abseirve;towards those 


-ereditons; as:little less then bad faith 


{26s 


tion.of an agt,.the meaning of which was 
confessed to, be doubtful, take thet con, 
struction which: .was.opposite to good 
faith, instead of the contrary, was. very 
extraordinary; but the right hoa. gent, 
had suid, that only a. certain proportion 
of the loyalty loan holders had asserted 
this claim, and, all.the words he had used 
gm that ground, to speak. inthe mildest 
manner of them, was, in fact, so much 


flung away. .The right hon. gent., indeed, 


promised, that if this motion should: be 
rejected, a negociation would be set on 
foot, with the persons complaining, to in; 
duce them to postpone their demand until 
another opportunity, and such negocia; 
tion to reconcile them was, it seems. to 
be preceded by a vote.of.this House te 
shew that ministers: had the absolute 
power to deal with those claims in, what 
manner they pleased--particularly it 
should not be convenient to ministers ty 
discharge them. Here the hon. member 
took notice of the argument of inconve- 
niency made use of by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and strongly reprobated it 
as indecent and unbecoming upon such an 
occasion as that-before the House. What, 
he would ask, would be thought of any 
private individual who should resort tp 
such an argument to release himself from 
the execution of.a solemn contract, who 


the public to. judge; .of ja. minister: who 
talked of convenience as an abjection to 
the discharge of a debt legally contracted. 
and justly due-to.a certain number of pub- 


lie; creditors.» 


Me, Tierney, obseryed, that unless. the 


hon. member who had just spoken on the 
other side meant to introduce party spirit 
into every question, be saw. no reason 
why he should haye discussed this subjeet 
with so much heat, or charged his right 
hop. friend with intending to violate pub- 
lic faith. The right hon, gent, argued jn 
favour of the opinion his 
Jaw. officers upon this subject, andthe 
-eonduct which pursued. 
He particularly endeavoured to impress 
upon the minds of gent. how seriously. a 
NOte favour, of ithe motion before the 
House, :might. operate ito, jembartass the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in his deal- 
ings «with ‘the igent, whem, he 
wes. t@ Meeton the subject, of the, new 
deanio: ‘Rhey of a mutte- 


obopified.; Thavthey shoulil, inshe construc- | 
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‘ venience? How then was the House and | 
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thé House should ‘give a: vote that’ would 
imply ‘that’the holders’ ‘of ‘loyalty’ Youn | 
should ‘be immediately paid: 

Mr. Canning called the attention of the. 


Holise to the nature’ of the deposit which | 
was ‘usually made-in: ‘bargains of this kind, | 


If the’ deposit’ operated ‘as an obligation | 
qually 
“He saw: no reason why - 
the Bargain should not be'equally binding | 


on ‘the’ contractors; it - must’ 
binditig on govt.’ 


onthe one party, ason 
Mri declaréd that’he had not’ a 

very® ‘di8tinct ‘recollection of the terms! 

contracted on,’ of the alteration that took | 


place, ‘but was'¢ertain that’ no ‘communi-. 


cation Gould have been made to the hold- 
ers“ 
tion: regretted that he had dis- 
tinct’ récollection, but’ entered into a de- 
tail’ Of fhe circtinistances, so’ fur as his 
recollection: could serve him, and con- 
cludéd by stating, that on the ground that 
the niotice'should be given at the expira- 
tioti of the two years from the signing ‘of 
the preliminaries of peace, and‘ the six. 
months added to’ the two years, the time: 


of payment would-turn out to’ be pretty " 


nearly on the 10th of Oct. 


“Mr. H. Thornton insisted that the op-. 
‘tion, if there‘ Was‘any, should be entirely 


in ‘favour ‘of ‘the proprietors of the loan, 
whereas instead’: of © par; ’ to which they 
were ‘entitled, they were teceivinig only 94 

Mi. Morris thouight)! that ‘from the stobk 
being at discount, ‘the natural inference 
was, that’ the holders ‘had not suflicierit 
‘confidence in thefaith of govt. 
» Sir W. Pulteney was of opinion, that 
govt. should raise” no’ money, to be paid 
at a certain fixed was this dan- 
gerous’ mode ‘of ‘borrowing ‘money,’ the 
‘hon.’ Baronet’ dllegéd, ‘that had ruined 
‘the’ French govt. and ‘which might also be 
of serious inconvéniency to this country. — 

-“The: Attorney’ ‘General spoke at some 
length against the ‘motion, “and principally 
‘contended: that the’ terms of the loan wer 


_-not'to-be gathered ‘from the resolutions: ‘Of 


Committee,: but ‘from ‘the act of. Par- 
liament ‘of. those? resolu. 
tiers. 2 wed 


My:* Thornton; ‘from: the 
“hie had with the Bank,” knew. that no-com 
munication had béen ‘made that 
ofthe ‘alteration that:had been imtvodyce 
terms! of the loan -by: the act’of 
- Parliament-subsequent to. the resolutions 


of the: committee 
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called for, the House: divided, When 
appeared; 

“For the 3M - 76" 


HOUSE OF: LoRDs, 


loan iff ‘regard to that altera- 


Wednesday, April 25, ie 
Counsel were ‘heard; ‘in 
relative)’ to the appeal from Chancery: 
Richardson v. the University of 
viz. Mr. Erskine, at’ considerable: ‘Jength, 
on the part of the appellant. The farther 
hearing of the case was then adjourned 
till Friday. —The bills upon the ‘table 
were forwarded in their respective stages, 
‘These were mostly private. One public 
bill for amending the acts relative to the 
Irish linen manufacture, went through a 
committee, was reported, and the bill or- 
dered to be read a third time to-morrow, 
—Some private business was disposed’ of; 


vob 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| Wednesday, April 25. 


~[Minutes.] —A message from the 
House of Lords announced that’ their 
||: Lordships had agreed to the Irish militia 
augmentation bill, ‘aud the Irish militia 
offer bill —Mr. Jervis gave notice, that on 
‘this day se’nnight: he should move for 
|-leave to bring in a bill founded on the 
fourth report of the commissioners °for 


tribution of prize money.—Mr. Dent gave 
notice that he should, in the course of a 
few days, unless some ‘other gent. brought 
the subject forward, submit. a motion'to 
the house..with: respect to the loyalty 


-loan.—The house went through a commtit- 


tee on: the Priests: Orders bill.. The té- 


ré port-was received, and the bill-ordered to 


be read a third «time to-morrow.—The 
committee ‘on . the: Irish: Revenue Regula- 
tion bill was ordered for. Friday nexti— 
the motion ‘of ‘Mr. Bond, the ‘house 
sresolved «itself ‘into.<a icommittes oh. the 
acts of the 43d.Geoi III. relating to the 
carrying of passengers in ‘vessels... In the 
‘committee leave was. given: to. bring 
bill to exempt fromthe provisions of that 


all vessels: employed in! the Newfound- 


Jands trades: Dhe bill was afterwards 


naval inquiries, relative to the early dis- 
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brought in, read first ‘time, and Mr. 
Boud moved, that it- be: now read a second | 
time; on account: of the ‘expediency that 
existed for: the trade to New 
being delayed.—On the motiow of Mr.) 
Western, an account: of ‘all clover seed’ 
exported from G. Britain to foreign coun. 
tries, and imported frotr foreign countries | 
to. G. Britain, during the’ last 7 years, 
ing the 5th of Jan. 1804, distinguishing) 
the amounts in each year, and the ports, 
together with the duties and drawbacks 
thereon, was ordered to be:laid before the 
house.—Mr. Sec. Yorke’ brought in a bill 
to suspend the operation of | the Irish army 
of reserve bill, Read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second tithe on Tues- 
day, and to be printed.—-On the: motion | 
of Mr. Foster, certain: papers relating to 
issues frum the Irish‘treasury, and the 
barrack and ordnance. department, were 
\prdéred to be laid before'the House.—On 
_othe suggestion’ of the ‘Chancellor of: the 
Exchequer, the committee on the Ayles- 
bury:election bill, whichstood for Friday, 
was postponed by Sir George Cornwall 
till Tuesday, it being understood that the 
business in the committee of supply will 
occupy a considerable time. Lord Port- 
chester. also. postponed his notice of his 
motion until 'Thursday.—Mr. Wilberforce 
»gave notice that he should, ‘on Friday 
/sé’anight, make a motion for the abolitiou 
the slave trade. object which the } 
chon, gent. had in view was, to move for 
the immediate abolition.~~Mr.:Corry rose 
-t0 move for a committee of the House, ‘in 
order to state the terms upon which he 
-had concluded the loan’for Ireland; but, 
on. tle suggestion of Mr. Pitt, who ob! 
Served, that business.of more importance 
ywould occupy the House this evening, the 
right) han. gent. postponed the statement 
till Friday next, trustihgtthe House would 
enable: ‘him on that day :to'transmit the | 
[Army oF. 


Sec. Yorke moved the order 


of \the day forthe house to go into a com; 
\imittee the bill for the Suspension: 
othe. Army. of Reserve act—The Speake 
vhaving put the question fronr the chair; 
Mr. ‘Pitt rose, and :addressed. the 
substance as follows :) In‘rising, Sir,.to 
the: motion, for-your leaving th 
othair, it is:nobimy!intentiom to-occupy th 
attention: of the, dlouse longer than» 


| 


pears! to’ me absolutely necessary; and 
therefore’ I have no swish tovenlarge on 
topics connected with the’ gerieral subject, 


oundland not | which have, in the coursé of” late! debates, 


ahdergone the most-cample ‘discussion. 
Before proceed! to the:des¢ription of the 
plan of which Ihave given notice to the 
house'un former day, uty wish to 
‘saya few words! onthe ‘naturevand 
plexion of the billowhich»it is:-the: object 
of the right hon. gent.’s.motion to bring 
under our ‘consideration*in ‘a committee. 
-As‘far’as able to understand -it, the 
only effect of its: adoption ‘would: be to 
relinquish all chance of the:beuefit of that 
augmentation of our. disposeable force, 
which, in» the unanimous: opinion of all 
‘persons. in this: house, “ought to be the 
principal object uf attention with his. Ma~ 
jesty’s govt. It would be to relinquish all 
chance of the. contindance of future be- 
nefit, arising froma measuré which, though 
in many points: of view: impeded) and’ re- 
tarded, has had the effect of procuring, 
‘within the’. space of) 12/months, «more 
‘considerable: augmentation ‘of our regular 
force, than could perhaps have been ob- 
tained in auy other way, ‘at the time and 
}under the circumstances in which the mea- 
sure was Carried! into activity. It appears 
to me that all these chances of benefit are 
given up, without substituting in their 
room ‘any system by which’ the great ob- 
Hject of: augmentation of the regular 
army ‘is to be obtained. » If I. understood 
the’ statement of ‘the right hon. Sec. of 
State below me, there were three mea- 
sures, by ‘the adoption of'which his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers. flattered ‘themselves that 
‘they would be ableto‘augment the regular 
disposeable force of ‘the country. The 
| st of these measures was, ‘the acceptance 
of the’voluntary offers of a certain -pro- 
portion of the Irish militia to extend’ their 
services to this country. ‘The 2d measure 
chad ih. view the augmentatién of the mi- 
‘litia of Ireland. ‘The last-of the measures 
directed to the» great object ‘in view, was 
the formation of a number of new regi- 
ments’ to be: raised; independéat of that 
competition which is at this: moment ad- 
mitted to be most: fatal to the speedy re- 


| peruiting of the’ regular artay. On these 
house | ditiereut. measures’ proposed: for the aug- 


mentation of:our disposeable force, it is 
not: now! my intention to enlarge ; but: I 
must. be permitted to “observe, 
{none them! does there.seém to be'any 
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thing which is et all caleulated to: be.ef- object of obtaining a greater dispose. 
fectual.im producing the completion. of the force: "No. man will go: beyond. me 
object which, without exception,» is, ad- | ia maintaining» that the militia are acon- 
mitted! towbe.of the last consequence in | stitutional, a:respectable, and a most 
the present circumstances of the empire. || ful force, when kept within proper limits, 
At is true, that @ certain proportion of ;the || and applied to.the specific object of: their 
dtish: militia have volunteered their ser-'| must, however, be owith 


wices tovthis country. In: this. offer, it, is 
doubtful: whether there, is less of; policy’ 
than ofinational advantage. Before. the 
house canvadmit the policy of receiving’ 
such offers, it becomes necessary to look: 
@ little tocthe: ‘degree in which the inter-: 
change ofthe: services of the «militia. of 
sboth countries is to be conducted, and J) 
may addi:whether, in extraordindty cir- 
ioumstanees, ; thia. interchange: ought to) be; 
sencouraged? ltcannet,) in reason, ibe de- 
-nieds: that: such an: interchange must; de- 
{pend on ‘icwreumstances, of special . emer- 
-geney;) aad avhat.1 maintain that, the 


sacceptance' ofthe voluntary offers of the 
-militia of) Ireland,at this time, is notonly 
.productiyei of the evils arising from an 
undefined interchange of. services, but can 
attended with none of the advantages 


- arising froma buch a. measure, otigineting 
‘from: well-considered views of nationa 
-interest. (On the subject of the augmenta- 
etion of ‘the -militia of Ireland, my opi- 
emions.aré not by any means.difierent. 
owill not»be disputed by his Majesty's mi- 
-Bisters; that the. offers. of extended: ser- 
«vices bya certain proportion of the mili- 
of Irelahd, depends for acceptance; in 
“a great measure, | .on.this subsequent. méa- 
-sure. It: is: allowed: on all Hands, that 
-Treland cannot! lose such, a proportion of 
means of |its:defence, without receiv- 
something: like an adequate return, 
We must:anderstand, that the. augmenta 
- tion proposed is meant to form the r 
-to;which J have referred. But, will any 
agent. in this house, fora moment. affirm, 
-ition of ‘the Irish militia, will all com: 
-pensate for the loss, of a 
esportion: of troops, allowed on all 
‘to be adequate:to the defence of ireland, 
combined with the regular military. force, 
fact, Siry:d ministers act-consistently, 
the offers sof the Irish. militia cannot 
»gecepted, umless some-retutn ‘be -made: to 
- Ireland. By the, system 
vithe militia, this retarm cannot be ex 
fora. considerable. period, and therefore 
sthe:one measure is bot only 


4 


dq 


‘inconsistent 
‘with ‘the other, .but: utterly 


every.man a question of peculiar jealousy 
to.find the militia: come in competition 
with the regular army under any circpm- 
stances; :but more peculiarly: under -the 
circumstances in which the proposed mea- 
sures of ministers necessarily placed that 
‘competition. They admit that there is 9, 
necessity for the augmentation of the dis- 
poseable force of ithe country, They fix 
om, Ireland: as part of the empire 
where that disposé¢able force is to be more 
| neadily procured,, and at the timé they are 
holding this: language, they : are deter. 
mined that:the militia of Ireland shall be, 
considerable degree, increased. 
must, Sir, appear singular, that when the 
-deficiency of the quota of the army of 
reserve to be furnished by Ireland is ma- 
terially deficient, it should be proposed to 
augment the: militia—a species of force 
. confessedly Jimited to services less appli- 
-cable’ to our. present circumstances, If 
new levies are to be made, why. are these 
deficienciés inthe army of reserve, or 
why are not ‘the new levies to have the 
precedency? ‘The mischief of competition 
is allowed.) The professed object of mi- 
misters is to have a disposeable force,’ yet, 
with these admissions, the militia of Ire. 
land, allowed on a}! hands to be limited in 
‘their terins -of service, are to counteract 
the new regilar levies for which, on a for- 
mer occasion, so ‘mach merit was claimed. 
Itis admitted that, by the measure of the 
parmy of reserve, we have obtained a very 
considerable augmentation of our dispose- 
sable force. In) Ireland, it: is .proposéd 
that the militia shall be augmented. On 
avhat principle, then,:4s it that the- opera- 
tion of the reserve bill is not suspended 
m thatcountry ?:[Heré Mr. Yorke’ signi- 
fied that ‘a bill was brought in for suspend- 
ing the act in Mr. Pitt conti- 
nuing ‘his. argument, proceeded ‘if 
the law. is-to be ~preserved in fotce, on 
what principle.is it, that though |there are 
‘now deficiencies. in) the \Of reserve 
for Ireland, ‘to! the amount of 6 or: 7000 
men, the! augmentation of: the’ militig>is 
to preferred to this force ? Wilbdt be 
‘pretended: that the. augmentation: of ithe 
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militia will so materially contribute: to 
the object in view, as the augmentation of 
the ‘army of reserve, from: which constant 
supplies ‘for the regalar disposeable" force 
of the country may be fairly and reason- 
ably expected ? It is ‘really not easy to 
gécertain on what ground a force, tho 
not generully disposeable ‘in the’ first in- 
stance, yet not indisposed to general ser- 
vice, should be-lost sight of, while a spe- 
vies of force which, by their constitution, 
js confined to limited service, should be 
preferred. Must-the system which minis- 
ters have so much favoured, as calculated 
to add to the disposeable force of the 


cause might not have accomplished*all 
that was expected: from it in their san- 
guine expectations ? I really cannot con- 
‘sider it in any other view than a measure 
inimical to that measure which ministers 
hold out to our observation.’ On the one | 
hand, if the militia of Ireland \is aug- | 
mented, the levies for the regular army 
must, ‘in a great measure, be suspended. 
On the other hand, if the levies for the 
gegulat force are to be carried forward, 
the proposition for augmenting the Irish 
militia is altogether preposterous. ‘The 
language of ministers is, that they want 
to have men at a reduced bounty. But 
how is it that they carry their object into 
practice? They do not pretend to deny 
that their first object is to have men for 
disposeable purposes, and this they hold | 
forth as the object ‘which ought: to have 
precedence of every other consideration. 
‘It is rather curious, however, to look at 
the mode in which they teduce the plan 
‘to practice. They wish recruits for the 
‘regulars in freland, and they ‘are desirous 
of having an augmentation of the militia 
in the same country. ‘It is in vain, Sir, 
‘to deny, that the cofnpetition in these 
‘eases is altogether unequal, and that where 
it is proposed to raise 10,000 additional 
‘militia in Ireland, the plan of raising a, 
‘number of new regiments is quite im-| 
‘practicable ‘and impolitic. ‘On every ge-' 
‘neral principle, then, { do most heartily 
‘contend, ‘that the suspension of the army. 
‘of reserve act is not at all called for on; 
‘principles of necessity, of policy, or of uti-| 
ity. 4In‘stating this, I-wish it to be fairly 
understood; that myepinion is founded 
‘on general ‘principles. “A -gredt deal of 
‘argument willinot be necessary to shew 
“that ‘those ‘who ‘most zealously objected to 
the army of reserve,‘ ought not ‘to agree 


they objected to the act, in consequence of 
the high bounties which it encouraged ;:if 
they think that the principle: of ‘the ballot 
which it promoted did not proceed om 
constitutional principles ; if they are con- - 
vinced that it did not proceed om. constis 


ugh | tutional principles, then, Sir; they surely 


cannot give their assent to the motion now 

submitted to our consideration. if thé 

bill is so much liable to censure ; if: it-ig 

so little in consonance with the opinions 

of these gent. they cannot surely be satis 

fied with the suspension of such a meas 

sure, which, according to their own prite> 

ciples, ought to be'totally repealed. ‘Phis 

is'a proposition which cannot be: fairly de+ 

nied, atid therefore is ‘it the less’ 

to enlarge on it. But, Sir, if. the»system 

of the army of reserve, as now-existing, 
can be modified ; if a description of per> 

sons ‘not at all likely to enter into the 

regular army can be ‘brought into .limited 

service; if this temporary plan of. recruits 

ing can be managed, so as to promote the 

great end in view, without increasing 

ther national inconvenience ‘or: private 
misery; there will not, I am sure, ‘Sir, ex- 

ist a doubt that such a system ought to 

meet with every degree of support and 

encouragement. If such @: system ‘caa 

be brought forward, it mustvat least, Sir, 

be one to which the House could:not, con- 

sistently with their duty, refuse their most 
serious consideration. Though on the 
present occasion, my object in rising was, 
to explain the outlines of such a plan, 1 
do not at allso much flatter myself as to 

suppose that it will be perfect; but it is 
not too much presumption to imagine that 
it is a plan not altogether. unworthy of 
the consideration of Parliament. Before 
I go on very shortly to state to the House 
the nature of the plan, it may not be im- 
proper merely to advert to the grounds:on 
which the suspension of the army of re- 
serve act ought ‘to “be considered. The 
first question that presents itself is, whe- 
ther the reserve act ‘ought ibe. -sus- 
pended, or whether it might not ibe modi- 
fied in such a manner as to render its ap- 
plication more advantageous? The'second 
question was, whether, if the idea of sus- 
pending the act was entertained, this was 
not too little; and whether, if the idea of | 
suspension was at all entertained, the act 
ought not to be totally abolished? :Con- 
ceiving these to be the ‘two: great’ prelimi- 
nary views. ofthe sabject; hope I shail 
meet with the indulgence .of thes House, 


to the motion mow before the House. If 


while I state the outlines of a plan on this 
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amination, the effect of digested and care; 
ful comparison: of the wants and.:circum- 
stances the country. » Without 
then, going into -any details on; the sub- 
ject, which, if the*bill for which. I/mean:to 
move is introduced, ‘I shall: have ample 
means of introducing, it will be sufficient 
for me at.present to give an outline of the 
geveral plan. Allow me then, Sir, to in: 
troduce: the subject generally, by sayiug 
that, under the present circumstances of 
society, under the present extension) of 
commerce, under all the new openings of- 
fered to labour in all its. branches, it: is 
not saying too much to say that the en- 
couragements to enter on a military life 
must be very materially diminished. Look- 


ing, then, to the difficulties attendant on. 


the recruiting of the army; looking to the 
difficulties of obtaining men for unlimited 


service, compared with servicé for a short. 
‘may be obtained without any violation 
of constitutional principles. ‘That the ex. 


period, and on their native soil, I must be 
allowed to assume it as a fair supposition, 
that a number:of men would be induced 


‘to accept of offers of limited service, who. 


would not listen to any idea of military 
service for life. With this view, then, it 
will not be denied, Sir, that the services 
of those who are far from willing to enter 
into the regular army, sbould be. encou- 
raged for that limited species of service 
to which they are by no means disinclined. 
‘The housé will not suppose that I am go- 
ing too far when I affirm, that such a 
mode of. recruiting for the regular army in 
@ commercial country, is that most. fully 
justified by the whole history of buman 
affairs. Every man knows that limited 
‘fervice must, in the first instance, be pre- 


ferred to: service knowing no limitation of 


place or'time. But while this was allowed 
At-was not less clear, that if men once en- 
tered into the army for a limited period, 
military habits were soon contracted, and 
those, who, in the first instance, would ne- 
-ver have thought of indefinite military ser- 
vice, entered into this enlarged engage- 
ment with the greatest possible alacrity. 
From limited to permanent military ser- 
vice, is therefore what every man, in the 
-least acquainted with military affairs, could 
anticipate ‘without the smallest difficulty. 
) But, Sir, I would not’ even put the ques- 
‘tion on. ‘this, ground. Even independent 
-of anv legislative interference, independ- 
-ent of the acceptance of any offers of those 
who, originally engaging for limited ser- 


_ afterwards entered’ into the regular 
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Subject, the result of long and careful ex: | 


with mejin thinking, that there may occur 
periods of patriotic ardour, when all ideg 
of: limited service will be lost.:sight of; 
that. the .native.courage, and heroism of 
the English character will display itself; 
that Englishmen wil! look not alone to 
ihe safety,:'but to the. honour, to the digs 
nity, and to the glory of their country, 


Under such circumstances as these, it is: 


not presuming too far to suppose, that 
voluntary offers of extension of service 
will be numerous. If, Sir, we can sup- 
pose that the national spirit of the people, 
even unassisted, will produce these effects, 
how much more may its influence be ex. 
pected to be, when it is supported, di- 
rected, and encouraged by judicious regus 
lations? On these principles, then, I ob. 
ject to. the acceptance of the offers of 
the Irish militia to extend their service 
to this country, because the same object 


tension of the services of the militia. of 


emergency of peculiar danger, no man can 
reasonably deny. But, however the zeal 
and the alacrity of those making the offer 
may be commended, the policy of accept. 
ing must still be a ground of grave deli- 
beration with. those who pretend to guide 
their public conduct by any principle of 
wisdom or of policy. Before the services 
of the militia of Ireland can with. pro- 


“priety be accepted, we have to ascertain 


whether, by this measure, the general se- 
curity of ;the whole empire is consulted, 
But, reverting particularly to the augmen- 
tation of the Irish militia as an addition 


to the military force of the empire, I must _ 


be permitted to make a few observations, 
The idea of disparaging the services or 
importance of the militia establishment, 
is certainly the farthest from my contem- 
plation. At the same time, Sir, it has 
been allowed by its most. zealous friends, 
that, in many instances, it has been carried 
to an extent inconsistent with the general 
circumstances of the country... With this 
idea I do most cordially agree, and beg 
leave, ‘at the same time, to add, that in 
my judgment the militia of England ought 
not to exceed 48,000. If the number is 
carried beyond that, then there is a dan- 
ger that the number of officers fit to dis- 
cipline the different carps will not be 
sufficient for that purpose. The import- 


ance of, regular respectable oilicers. no 


‘ 


army, the Housé, Team sure; ‘will agtes 


both countries may be desirable under an - 
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man will deny; and if the augmentation 
yoes beyond the proportion of oflicers 
which can be afforded them, unquestion- 
ably.that augmentation is impolitic, My 
first view, then, Sir, is, that the militia of 
England should as soon as possible be re- 
duced to 48,000. If we are to keep up 
a considerable limited force, all the de- 
scriptions of which it is composed ought 
to bear some proportion, ‘The militia 
establishment of the couatry now amounts 
to about 72,000, and we ought to have 
had 40,000 of the army of reserve in G. 
Britain. What I would, in the first in- 
stance, propose, would be, that the militia 
should not exceed 48,000, and that from 
40, the army of reserve should be ex- 
tended to 64,000 men. In this arrange- 
ment, I should propose that there should 
be an augmentation to the army of reserve 
in England of 24,000, and that 4,000 


should be the augmentation for Scotland. 


In proposing this arrangement, the House 


will understand, that [do vot at all allude to. 


any sudden and abrupt dismantling of the 
militia. It is equally far from my wish to 
interfere with their progress in discipline. 
All that I propose is, that the vacancies 
in the militia, as they successively occur, 
shall not be filled up for that species of 
the public force; and one important ad- 
yantage of this arrangement would be, 
that, competition to a material degree 
would be destroyed. By this arrange- 
ment, the number of persons liable to the 
army of reserve would. be enlarged; and 
it would not require much labour to shew 
that, by this enlargement, a material ad- 
vantage would be gained. I may merely 


call the attention of the liouse to the ex-'| 


perience of last year. If, out of 37,000 
raised by the army of reserve act, up- 


wards of 9000, according to the returns. 
on the table, had, within considerably less 
than 12 months, volunteered into the re-. 


gular army, I. am. surely not presuming 
too much. in supposing, that a similar 
cause would be accompanied with a si- 
milar result. In proposing to the house 
the permanent establishment of the army 
of reserve, though certainly on a very 
modified system, I am sensible that objec- 
tions may be readily started against 
the proposition. But, Sir, let it be re- 
membered, that the times in which we 
When we 
are called to encounter extraordinary and 


unprecedented. dangers, we must lay our 


account with submitting to extraordinary 


and unprecedented -dangers.. If we /arey 
called on to undergo’ great: sacrifices, »we 
must bear in mind the. interesting objects: 
which these objects may enable us to des, 
fend and -to secure. | 1 need not remind: 
the house that we are:come to anew ®ra 
in the history of nations; that we are’ 
called to struggle for the destiny, not of 
this country alone, but of the . civilized 
world. We must, remember that it is not 
for ourselves. alone that we submit to un- 
exampled privations, . We have for out- 
selves the great duty of self-preservation 
to perform, but the-duty of the people of 
England now. is of a nobler and higher 
order. Weare in the first place to pro- 
vide for our security against’ an enemy? 
whose malignity to this country knows no_ 
bounds. . But this is-not to close the views 
or the efforts of our exertion in so sacred 
a cause. Amid the wreck and the misery 
of nations, our great object was that. which 
we could look to with just exultation, that 
we had continued superior to all that ams 
bition or that despotism could effect; .and 
our still higher exultation .ought to be, 
that we should provide not, only for our 
own safety, but. hold -out a. prospect, to 
nations now bending under the iron yoke 
of tyranny, what’ the exertions of a free 
people could. effect; and that at least. in 
this corner of the world, the’ name of lie 
berty was still revered, cherished, and 
sanctified. Viewing, then, the pressure to 
which the measure I propose may give rise, 
I contend these are fair considerations, 
What is to. be considered then is, that 
what is unnecessary shall be removed, that 
what is oppressive shall be mitigated. Oa 
these principles my whole plan proceeds, 
Mitigated as it may be, still the pressure 
must be severe. But, let it be remember- 
ed, that the object is not only to repel » 
from our shores a danger that threatens 
our existence as an independent nation, 
but to restere to. Europe the chance. of 
regaining all that is most dignified. in the 
condition and in the relations of civilized 
nations. ‘To any question of pressure, I 
conceive then that is a most satisfactory 
answer to every reflecting mind, But 
having said so much-on.the subject of 
the pressure attendant on the plan I mean 
to propose, I shall now mention generally 
the number which appears to me to be 
necessary to complete the establishment, 
as the foundation of a regular, permanent, 
military establishment. I shall go on the 
supporition that 60 or 70,000 men should 
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be ‘kept up every year, according to the 
proportion of the different counties, regu- 
Jated on the principles of the ballot for the 
militia establishment. In the detail of 
the’ system there must of course be a great 
deal of modification; but I would beg 
leave’to state generally, that, in my opi- 
regular army would receive an 
addition of 14 or 15,000 men annually by 
voluntary Offers. In the first instance, 
you would be sure to procure a large num- 
ber of men who could not be otherwise 
obtained, and the same men ‘would be in- 


duced to cuter the army on the geueral | 


principles of human nature, founded on 
habit and experience. “The ordinary re- 
Gruiting of the army would not be impeded 
or interrupted. All the means of a defen- 
sive ‘and an offensive system +ould be 
united. By following the system, we should 
not only-be secure at home, but be pro- 
vided with the means of holding out hopes 
for thé restoration of States now sinking 
under the most odious tyranny. It has 
often: occurred to me, Sir, that the indis- 
eriminate manner in which volunteering 
_ fromthe army of reserve has hitherto been 
allowed, is highly ruinous to the best in- 
terests of the army. By the plan which | 
wish to propose, a certain degree of shape 
and consistency would be given even to 
the volunteering from the army of reserve 
irito the regular army. ‘What I would in 
the first instance suggest would be, that 
the quota furnished by each parish and 
county should be attached to the corre- 
sponding regiment in G. Bntain or Ire- 
land. If this plan were once reduced to 
practice, and judiciously acted on, I have 


no noubt that one of the greatest obstacles | 
to the recruiting would be removed. It is: 


‘obvious, that ‘by such a plan; all the in+ 
fluence of domestic feeling and local con- | 
nection would be obtained, if those entering, 
‘into the army of resérve were connected. 
‘with the particular regiment for which they 
‘must ‘feel a peculiar'predilection, But this 
‘would not happen alone in the case of re- 
cruits attached ‘to old battalions. If sup- 
‘plementary battalions were formed, the 
‘same effects would result from the same 
considerations: Similar feelings betwixt 
‘both battalions would be encouraged, and 
‘similar ardour would be created. But, Sir, 
the good effects of fuch an arrangement, 
‘would not be so limited. It will not be 
‘denied that the present system of indiscri- 
“minate volunteering from the army of re- 
“serve is extremely discouraging.to the offi- 


.cers employed in drilling the raw recruits, 
After be has wasted all his labour in bring- 
ing the men to some kind of perfection, 
put it to the candour and the good sense of 
‘the house, whether it must.not be painful 
to the teelings of any man to think that all 
his labour is. to pass without reward, that 
‘those whom he has prepared to advatice 
into the field, are to follow the banners of 
some other leader. It is not, however, 
Sir, as a paintul consideration that this im- 
discriminate system of volunteering is to 
be reprobated. It is evidently caiculated 
to undermine all discipline or attachment 
toofficers. If soldiers are attached to ofli- 
cers, this feeling cannot be of long dura. 
tion, because the connection is hardly 
formed betore it is dissolved. If, on the 
other hand, soldiers are dissatisfied with 
their commanders they kuow that while 
indiscriminate volunteering is alfowed, 
they have the speedy prospect of retiring 
from the control of men whom they may 
chuse to detest and to caluiniate, But, 
Sir, if the system 1 recommend were fol- 
lowed, all these evils would be done 
away. Knowing that their connection 
with their officers was of a permanent na- 
ture, the men would learn both awe and 
regard ; and the officers, firmly attached 
to their recruits, would spare no time to ~ 
render them perfect in all the duties of a 
military life. The consequences that would 
result from this system are vbvious. We 
should have the men in an intermediate 
state more eflicient for the purposes of de. 
fence, and we should have them more dis- 
posed to enter into the regular disposeable 
force of the country. | If a thousand regu- 
lar troops were wanted, we should have a 
thousand troops of the reserve perfectly 
qualified to supply their place for every 
purpose of internal defence. We might 
have men for limited service, but then 
they would be under officers of no limited 
views ; men who had sven service in every 
part of the globe, and who knew most per- 
fectly to qualify men to advance into the 
field of battle with that confidence which 
is the best pledge of success. Indeed, in 
a short time the whole of your defensive 
force would thus become as good and effi- 
cient as. your regular force; by that means 
the men will, as it were, become worth 
double their number, with a view to the 
defence of the country; they will be 
changed in a short time to ready-made 
soldiers, while, at the same time, the 
plan of regular -recruiting-may be ea- 
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Jarged and made more effectual, It thus 
unites several advantages in every point of 
view, unless, in so far as the mode in 
which it is to be raised may, increase a 
competition. Considering, however, the 
numerous benetits to be derived by the 
adoption ofsuch a plan, perhaps gent. may 
consent to adinit of a certain degree ol 
competition, seeing that it will be mate- 
rially narrowed. It appears clearly to my 
mind, that by the plan I have suggested, 
the disadvantageous competition in the re- 
‘cruiting of the regular army will be avoid- 
ed. As the ballot is now regulated, if it 
falls upon a person whose engagements in 
life, or other circumstances, render it unfit 
that he should serve, he must tind a sub- 
stitute, and no limit is assigned to the 
sum he must give to procure one; he is to 
sacrifice, perhaps, 40]. or 501. and expose 
himself and his family to numerous priva- 
tions, not for the benetit of the state, but 
from the impolitic plan adopted to supply 
its exigencies. The effect is obvious; it 
has occasioned a species of subscription 
club, which convert the matter into a sort 
of parochial rate, by which the important 
military duty of recruiting is committed to 
parish officers, instead of being intrusted 
to officers who are competent to discharge 
it; and being if such hands, they bid 
against each other without limit or discre- 
tion, to the utter ruin of the service. What 
Ihave proposed, requires, that if the per- 
sou on whom the ballot falls will not 
serve, he shall pay a certain moderate 
fixed sum; but if he serves, then he shall 
receive the same amount he would other- 
wise pay. Another precaution in the 
scheme is, that the substitute should be 
found by the parish, and not by the indi- 
vidual ; and further, the person so provid- 
ed, is to be taken from the hundred, and 
not from the great market towns, unless 
under the predicament I shall presently 
explain. The bounty given will also, ac- 
cording to these arrangements, be examin- 
ed by the magistrates of the respective 
counties, who will prevent any deviation 
from the limits prescribed by law. It will 
immediately occur on the review of this 
plan, that there will be no possibility of 
surpassing the bounty, and from the local 
_ limitation, that there will be no danger of 
lnterfering in places of extensive popula- 
tion, with the recruiting of the regular 
army.—The next consideration to which I 
Tequest the attention of the House is, the 
‘supply of the vacancies, or to provide for 


those cases where the hundred can procure 
uo substitute, which inability may accrue 
from a great variety of causes. In such 
circumstances, the bounty is to be made 
over to the Colonel, who is to pay the. 
limited sum -he so receives for the more 
limited service he requires; that is, that 
the recruiting parties he employs are to 
procure men for this particular service; 
and regulating the quantum of bounty to 
the nature of the duty, no pernicious com- 
petition will arise, as the larger bounty 
will always be given for enlisting into the 
regular army. ‘There must, in a country 
like this, where the sources of comfort and 
enjoyment in life are so. well understood, 
be a great variety of persons who will enlist 
for a much smaller bounty into a tempo- 
rary service, but who would not, for any 
emolument whatever, engage for life ina 
military occupation. Thus, I conceive, 1 
leave undisturbed the mode of recruiting 
now employed, and I add a new mode, 
which I will presume to be capable of dou- 
bling the supply from the ordinary sources. 
—Such, Sir, is the nature of the plan; 
the tendency, I flatter myself, is to im- 
prove and enlarge the regular army, by. 
presenting novel expedients for the pur- 
pose, and then to conduce essentially to 
the means of internal defence, and exter- 
nal warfare, It has been justly complain- 
ed, that the measures for this purpose 
lately resorted to, so materially interfere 
with each other, that they successively ob- 
struct whatever is adopted: it has been 
my endeavour to avoid this error, and to 
combine the several parts of this extensive 
system in such a way, tiat a mutual co- 
operation may be produced, and that what 
is good and eligible in itself may be ren- 
dered better and more desirable by this 
connexion. Objections have been stated 
to the introduction at the time, of any 


great scheme of improvement in the ser-. 


vice; it is, however, true that the moment 
of public difficulty is often the crisis of 
public improvement; the sense of danger 
inspires men with a portion of zeal and en- 
thusiasm which enables them to surmount 
the hatrertione by which they are sur- 
rounded,.and they are capable of per- 
forming what, under other circumstances, 
they could scarcely contemplate. What 
is now recommended, seems to me benefi- | 
cial, whether the country be exposed. to 
the horrors of war, or in the enjoyment 
of the blessings of peace. . In the present 
circumstances of Europe, should hostilities 
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terminate, the permanence of such’a situa- 
tion would ‘depend’ upon ‘the respectable 
state of your peace establishment, more 
‘than on any other ‘circumstance: this | 
felt,.and I recommended on a recent oc- 
casion, the necessity of preserving a com- 
‘petent force.” By the present proposal, 
this advantage would be secured, a body of 
men, with liberty to recruit into the regu- 
Jar army would be provided, and, without 
‘any ballot, 10 or 15,000 recruits would be 
ready to'supply the ranks in the troops of 
the lime, and able to act with them on the 
amost difficult service, without disgracing 
‘their companions in the field of danger. 
Tf all or any of thése benefits be un- 
“avoidably connected with the measure, the 
house, I am sure, will be disposed to give 
it an attentive consideration ; but I am far 
from having exhausted all its merits. By 
the plan it appears, that the officers at- 
‘tached to those provisional troops would 
‘be those who are most capable of bringing 
‘their discipline to perfection, and in con- 
‘sequence they will be much more ready to 
‘act with the troops of the line, than the 
supplies from the militia, or from the 
‘army of reserve. It will not be necessary 
‘to abandon the sound maxims of state po- 
‘ficy, by which the militias of G. Britain 
“and Ireland are confined to their native 
“territory, and the disposeable force of the 
“country may be dismissed to those situa- 
tions where its gallantry and conduct will 
“redound most to the advantage and glory 
“of the country. I have, Sir, on all these 
‘grounds, thought it right to resist your 
“leaving the chair, to convert this house 
“into a committee for the consideration of 
~ the propriety of suspending the bill of the 
army of reserve; and I hope it will not 
“be thought that, on a question of this 
“magnitude, I have intruded too much on 
‘your indulgence. 
~~ Mr. Secretary Yorke.—Notwithstanding, 
Sir, the respect I am always disposed to pay 
“to whatever is suggested by the right hon, 
“gent. who has just sat down, I must con- 
fess, after paying the most strict and mi- 
~nute attention to his reasoning, I have 
“heard nothing to'inftuence mysmind to 
‘postpone the consideration of the present 
bill, few observations on the grounds 
of the: measure will ‘explain my meaning, 
T before stated that two objects were pro- 
posed: 1st, to render’ the internal defence 
~ of the country complete,’ which was’ of the 


highest importance ;“2dly, to augment the 


disposeable “force far‘as‘to enable us to 
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annoy the enemy in his own possessions, 
| I have the happine.s to say, that the first 


object is completed : the 2d is the matter 
now to be considered, and the plan pro- 
posed for this purpose, is a temporary ex- 
pedient to increase the facility of the new 
levies for the supply of the troops of the 
line. ‘The material means of promoting 
this appeared to us, to be by removing the 
pernicious competition, and by introducing 
into this country a certain proportion of 
the militia of Ireland. Objections have 
been made to the latter as diminishing the 
security of that part of the united king- 
dom, and -interlering with the augmenta- 
tion of the regular force there. ‘Fhe po- 
licy or impolicy in this respeét, depends 
much upon the influence of powerful indi- 
viduals to’supply the deficiency thus to be 
occasioned ; and after informing myself on 
the subject, by the assistance of those who 
are best acquainted with it, I do believe 
the means are competent to produce the 
end; and that the inconvenience to Ire- 
land will be transitory, while the benefit to 
this partof the empire is permanent. Put. 
ting, then, that inquiry out of the ques- 
tion, it is to be considered, whether the 
suspension of the army of reserve act for 
12 months, will, or will not, render it 
more easy to raise the new levies, by tak. 
ing away all competition. Withdrawing 
the operation of this act for a time, is na 
acknowledgment that it was, at the time it 
was passed, impolitic, Certain it is, that 
its effects have been to raise a much larger 
force in a much shorter period than could 
have been done by any other resource; 


and the’ right hon. gent. in the course of 


his speech, as I understood him, had the 
candour to make this acknowledgment. 
By this act, in the’short interval of 6 weeks 
or two months, 30,000 men were raised 
in G. Britain, and 7000 men in Treland; 
but, notwithstanding this success in the 
outset, it at this time barely supports it- 
self, or supplies the deficiencies whiclr are. 
daily occurring from sickness, desertion, 
and other causes.’ ‘Thus the benefit is only 
nominal, while the ‘detriment is’ real, in 
obstructing the future levies on which the 
increase of our disposeable force is to de- 
pend. It is not at all necessary that gent. 
should have’ made up their minds on the 
plans projected: for those levies; but, in 
whatever way men are to be raised, this 
competition must be’ destroyed, or the best 
concerted scheme will be disappointed. ‘If 
ministers. should: persevere im the levies; on, 
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aprinciple objectionable to the house, the 
_ money necessary to the execution of the 
measure may be withheld, and thus “it 
must be rendered abortive. Neither is it 
indispensable that the house should assert 
the inexpedieucy of the proposal of the 
right hon. gent.; his plan may be benefi- 
cial, and yet it may be right to adopt this 
temporary measure, and even as prepara- 
tory to hisown. It is perfectly clear, that 
at least the plan of the right hon. gent. 
is not calculated to produce the immediate 
augmentation required. Thirteen or 14 
- thousand men are wanted to supply the de- 
ficiency, and, both on his scheme, and 
under the existing act, it is impracticable 
to obtain them. In this predicament, the 
present scheme is suggested, which alone 
seems competent to produce the desired 
effect. The right hon. gent. states two ob- 
jections to the mode in which the levies are 
to be conducted. First, he says, they will 
be ineffectual, because low bounties will 
not procure men, when the larger remu- 
neration is found unproductive: 2dly, he 
says, that the scheme of compensation by 
rank is inexpedient. _ His first difficulty, at 
least, seems equally applicable to his own 
proposal ; for if we cannot procure men 
with the additional inducement of rank to 
the officers, how will he obtain them with- 
out this incentive? The bounty proposed 
for the levies has been announced to be 
101. 10s, and Ql. 2s, for levy money to the 
officers. Gent. may suppose that it is not 
sufficient ; for the sake of argument, let it 
be so: but is this the proper time to dis- 
cuss that particular? to the present ques- 
tion it is wholly irrelevant. The object of 
-this bill is to facilitate the means of aug- 
menting the army, and for this end it is 
proposed to destroy the competition in 
the market; this is the only subject of en- 
quiry, and should not be rendered obscure 
-by extraneous matter.. I hope that the 
house will not be contented on this occa- 
-sion, with the crude observations of gent. 
however distinguished for their general ta- 
-lents, who are not versed, from educa- 
‘tion and habits, in military affairs... It was 
.. the duty of his majesty’s ministers, on a 
_ step of this kind to consult his Royal High- 
» ness the Commander in Chief on the quan- 
tum of bounty; and the Duke, in concur- 
»rence with other officers of the first_rank, 
»has considered no larger compensation 
. should be offered in the present condition 
of the service, Of the same source. of in- 
formation, I have availed myself, as to the 


propriety of the compensation by rank, 
and, therefore, I may speak to this part of 
the objection with the same. confidence. 
The duty is to be undertaken by officers.of 
the line, who are to-advance only one step 
in rank, and the number of men is. to be 
completed within the period of 6 mouths; 
but if any: further delay be admitted,, the 
privilege of rank is tobe withdrawn, Fur- 
ther, the bounty, on no consideration is 
to be exceeded ; and any officer offending 
by such excess, is not only to forfeit his 
promotion, but is liable to be tried by-a 
court martial for the offence. The present 


be prejudiced by the supposition it In any 
respect resembles the mischievous ‘system 
adopted under the administration of the 
right. hon. gent. which had nearly anni- 
hilated the British army, But the right 
hon. gent. says, if the bill be ineffectual, 
why not repeal instead of suspending it. 
The bill has been beneficial; it may beso 
again under new circumstances, and it 
does not appear to me prudent to abrogate 
it entirely, before the system for the regu- 
lation of the public force has received .a 
fair, full, and solemn investigation. _What- 
ever may be the sentiments of gent..on 
particular expedients, it is the universal 
opinion that to increase the regular force is 
a most desirable object. The right hon. 
gent. with that powerful eloquence he has 
always at his command, has represented 
the humble condition of continental. Eu- 
rope, and the probability that this country 
will be the foundation whereon the beauti- 
ful superstructure of European liberty and 
happiness will be erected ; and it is in this 
flattering expectation, he has dwelt. with 
peculiar felicity on the necessity of main- 
taining on the most respectable footing the 
British army. The right hon.. gent.. has 


‘observed, that. among the persons. in 


this nation engaged in the pursuits of com- 
merce and agriculture, great numbers 
would elect to serve in the army, if.the 
time of occupation on that duty. were 
limited. I readily admit this position, 
and it will be acknowledged that the plan 
of the army of reserve, and of the mili- 
tia, is consistent with this principle. .The 
right hon. gent. made many remarks, with 
which lam not disposed to quarrel., He 
considers the militia as too numerous, and 


deems 40,000 in England, and 8000 in - 


Ireland, sufficient. He would have the 
supplementary militia. also. transferred .to 


the army of reserve, and then with these 


scheme of raising men for rank, must not — 
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@ssistances, instead of 40,000 for the lat- 
‘ter, he would have it increased to 64,000. 
‘He says, he would not reduce the militia, 
‘but he would not fill up the vacancies ; the 
‘wacancies should be carried to the account 
‘of the army of reserve. On these. matters 


_T shall not now advert, because they would | 
lead me from the point under review ; but, 
‘im respect to the objection of the right hon. 


gent. to call upon the counties for the men 


‘iistead of the bounty, I must observe, the 


impossibility of pursuing at this time the 
‘design of the act of the army of reserve, 


_ which would. put the whole scheme at a 
stand, and deprive the country of every’ 


benefit: from provincial exertion. The 
right hon. gent. next adverted to the form 


and the situation of the public force ; and 
many of his remarks were inapplicable, in, 


this part of his speech, from his not being 


-aequainted with what ministers have done 


this respect. The national regiments 


‘have been very. much dispersed in the 
countries where the men have been raised. 


The men raised in Scotland have been in- 


troduced into the regiment of the Marquis 
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amount they would otherwise pay, as the 
reward of their compliance. The object 
uf this proposal was to put an end to the 
competition ; but’ I doubt very much if it 
would have that effect, or whether it would _ 
supersede the subseription clubs of which 
the right hon. gent. complained. I am 
confident n»thing but an act of parliament 
could prevent the latter, and, if it were 
enacted, I very much doubt its utility: it 
would occasion many afflicting examples 
of private distress, and answer no valuable. 
purpose, perhaps, to countervail their dis. 
advantage. The right hon. gent. says no 
one shall be selected as a substitute, but 
a person provided from the particular hun- 
dred to which the lot falls. It surely must 
be well known to many meinbers of this 
house, that this limitation would in many 
parts of the country be wholly impractica- 
ble. The other plan is feasible, which 
provides that no man shall be a substitute 
who does not belong to the county where 
the ballot takes effect, or in some adjacent 
district. It is, perhaps, a painful fact, 
that we are constrained in many cases to 


“of Huntley, and what is called the Came-| have recourse to the principal scene of 
“ronian ‘regiment; the Higblanders to the | recruiting to the great manufacturing towns 


raised in Ireland have been very generally 
assigned to the 42d and the 9th regiments. 
The men who were considered least fit for 
service have been thrown into the battaliou 


of reserve. As far as possible the men 


‘former, the Lowlanders to the latter. Those | of Leeds, Halifax, Manchester, and others, — 


which it would be eligible to reserve as 
much as possibly for the regular supplies, 
Without entering more at large into the 
subject, what I have advanced will be suf-_ 
ficient to shew that the plan of the right 


“have been apportioned among their native | hon. gent. however it might be remotely 
“regiments, and in the English regiments | and ultimately effectual, is not calculated 
-they have been very much divided, so that | to answer the prominent object, which is, 
‘the names of the regiments and the coun- | to augment the army toa considerable ex- 


respond. The plan hinted by the right 
‘hon. gent. and, followed with so much in- 
dustry under the administration of Lord 


“ties in which the recruits were raised, cor- | tent in a very short space of time. On 


the contrary, the expedient to be submit- 
ted to the House is considered by the 
highest military authorities adequate to the 


“Shelburne, has been adopted as far as cir- | completion of this important design. If 
“cumstances would conveniently admit; but | it should be thought that we are too san- 
- the colonial connections of this great mari- | guine in the degree of success we antici- 
time and commercial country, have ob-| pate, noue will deny that in some degree 
“stracted, in a great degree, the measure. | the end will be obtained; and in propor- 
Yn thé Austrian, German, and Prussian | ‘tion to this will be the capacity of his Ma- 
States, it can be carried into execution | jesty to apply the disposeuble force to of- 
with more punctuality, where it is not} fensive operations. I have troubled the | 
“frustrated by exterior causes, ' The, right | house too long on a question which is re 
hop. gent. next proceeded to his contri- | dnvible to so narrow a point; but it seem- 
vanee for maintaining the force he pro- | ed improper to leave the right hom. genti’s 
“ected, and this, he said, was to be done | proposition wholly unanswered. Qn a 
‘ by ballot; a ballot, it is true, sui generis, | question that regards the permanent system 
‘but still it was to be by ballot. “If the in- | of the ‘army, it may be very fit to enter 
“dividuals on whom the lot devolved would | fully into the merits of his plan, both in 
- Inoet’serve, they were to pay a fine; but if} partial and acollective view ; but I have, 
“they served, they were to receive the same'| at this:time, reluctantly embarrassed the 
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present enquiry with these considera- 
tions. 

Mr. Pitt rose to explain an error into 
which the right hon. Sec. had fallen, as in 
the event of a difficulty from the locality 
of the levy, it was provided for in his 
plan. In certain cases, the bounty was 
given to the Colonel to procure the re- 
cruit, and all that was material to guard 
against was, that the bounty for the li- 
mited should not equal the remuneration 
for the unlimited service. ‘This also was 

vided for. 

Mr. Whitbread said, he was glad that 
the right hon. Sec. in answer to the right 
‘hon. gent. under the gallery, had conde- 
scended to explain, in some respect, the 
bill which he now proposed to offer to the 
consideration of the house. By the ex- 
planation such as the right hon. gent, has 
been pleased to give, he has certainly jus- 
tified the charge that had been so fre- 
quently brought against ministers, that 
they: had adopted no fixed or consistent 
plan in their operations. By the measure 
now intended, he tells us that he means 
to suspend the army of reserve, as he calls 
it, though no misnomer could possibly be 
more glaring than the appellation applied 
to this’species of force, as the result has 
proved. Have we not been repeatedly 
told in justification of the army of reserve, 
that it was one of the great means of re- 
cruiting the army? Have not comparative 
statements been given of the recruiting 
service at different periods; and have we 


- not been told that the success of the re- 


cruiting service, such as it has been, has 
beeu owing to the army of reserve? Such 
are the advantages which that gent. has 
boasted of deriving from the army of re- 
serve; and yet he now comes forward to 
suspend this act, which he has formerly 
stated to be productive of so many ad- 
vantages. He comes forward to remove, 
by this suspension, the pernicious effects 
of that competition which has been so 
often complained of, but which has never 
been till now admitted by the right hon. 
gent. He could not, however, allow the 


vacknowledgment of the right hon. gent. 


to be a sufficient answer to the objections 
offered to the present bill. He could not 
allow the acknowledgment of their past 
errors to be a sufficient proof of the inca- 
‘pacity of ministers to conduct the affairs 


of the country, particularly in such a 
‘crisis as the present; he would allow it to 


‘be a sufficient proof that they-had no. vi- 
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gour nor consistency im their measures 5 
but he could never allow the perception of 
past errors, so long and so obstinately per- 
sisted in, and still. professed to be ad~ 
hered to in regard to principle, to be a 
proof of greater wisdom in new arrange< 
ments, which were so closely connected 
with the former, that they. must partake, 
in a very considerable degree, of their ge- 
neral complexion. The measure now pro- 
posed does not: go to abolish the army of 
reserve, which, if that system has been. 
found inefficient, it ought to do, but goes 
only to suspend for a time its operation. 


Either. the army of reserve good or 


bad system. If it is a good system, and 
possessed of all the advantages which have 
been professed to be derived from it, why 
suspend “it? And if it, bad system, 
and by creating an uniair competition, 
operates in hostility:to the increase of the 
regular army, can any ‘reason be given 
why should it not be totally repealed? 
But ministers perhaps are afraid to confess 
their weakness, ‘They see at. last. the in- 
conveniencies attending, the present army 
of reserve system, but are reluctant to 
acknowledge, in proper form, ' the inutility 
of a system they have so often-supported, 
and from which they have professed to 
derive so many ‘advantages. They wish 
to abolish it, therefore, imperceptibly, and 
to avoid, under the pretence of a tempo- 
rary suspension, the noise and eclat of a 
recantation. ‘They wish to abolish it by a 
side wind, and at the expence of the peo- 
ple; as if the former system had not been 
sufficiently expensive, the present plan 
now proposed to be submmitted to the 
house was no less calculated ‘to empty the 
pockets of the people. ‘That men could 
be raised in a short time upon any such 
system, was an erroneous idea. In ‘the 
counties with which he was acquainted, 
he could say, from his own observation, 
instead of raising the men in a short time, 
they were obliged to: act illegally in order 
to raise them’ at all. »Had they acted le- 
gally indeed, they would neither have 
found men nor money. But if it is. now 
allowed that men cannot be raised by the 
army of reserve, which was formerly. stated 
to possess so many advantages, ‘and which 
is still allowed to be. efficient, inasmuch 
as it is not intended to be repealed, to 
what quarter shall we apply for the supply 
of men required? If govt. have-not been 
able to raise the necessary supply.of men 
by the operation of the aMipy of reserve 
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act, how shall.ithey beable to raise the 
men wanted, if thevfield is so! exhausted 


as to render, that: act ineffectual? If it} 


was really necessary-to go into:.a .commit- 
tee On this subject, it must be regarded as a 
proof, and a very undeniable proof, a proof 
which those gent. themselves recognise, that 
all fornier measures have been ineffectual. 
But if this be really the case; if the pro- 
per mode of augmenting our army be yet. 
unascertained, upon what principle could 
the motion of his hon. friend (Mr.: Fox) 
have been. rejected: the other night? Did 
not that motion go to the adoption of 
vigorous and adequate measures, and to 
the correction of: past: inadvertencies ? 
Was it not the design of that motion to 
employ the collective wisdom of the House 
in adopting measures:to the exigency of 
our present circumstances? But ministers, 
by: rejecting the offeryihad declared the 
present system be complete, and yet 
they.come forward to-night, and state it 
as necessary to go into. a committee on 
one of the mostimportant departments-of 
the service, and still more, place 
this. necessity‘on the very grounds. urged 
by his hon. friend in favour of his motion. 
Had that motion been carried, they should 
now have been sitting as a committee, ‘not 
-Only for investigating the best means of 
augmenting the regular army, but of. the 
best means also of arranging and disposing 
of. every»species.of our force. It would 
appear, therefore, from the arguments of 
those gent. this:night, that they.did not 
reject thé measure proposed by. his hon. 
friend; from couviction of its impro- 
priety; but merely to try their strength, 
and to ascertain whether it would be pru- 
dent for them to continue longer in their 
places... But now, ‘having ascertained this 
important. point, they come forward. and 
tell. us, without reflecting a moment on 
their former: argumeuts, that it will be 
proper td go into. a committee. ‘There is 
certainly ‘a. gross relinquishment, both of 
principle and of duty, not to: cull it by a 
name, in the cenduct of the right 
-gent.: this: day..: But. if you do not 
allow them to .carry» this. measure into. 
‘effect,, they :will.tell:you, you may as well 
deny them, the»supply, for in the, present 
Circumstances the one grant is as necessary 
as thes ether. Without raising, men, they 
tell.us,.it is impossible to go on, and it is 
no longer possible to raise: men on the old 
system.,.Jt was for this very reason he 
owas.againstthe measure. If the army of 
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reserve act was no longer useful, it ought - 
to be repealed. He would therefore very: 
willingly give his vote for its repeal, but 
would by no means encourage partial: 
measures by voting its suspension, when, 
upon’ the declaration of ministers them- 
selves, it ought to be entirely abolished, - 
According to the statement so repeatedly 
made by ministers, they intended the army. 
of reserve as a supply for the regular 
army. ‘This‘admission was allowed them, 
and they claimed no inconsiderable credit 
from it. If their statements then, in this 
‘respect, were true, why would they wan- 
‘tonly cut off those resources, and suspend 
a system which had for its principal object 
‘the supply of the regular army? A -dis- 
poseable force, and ‘to considerable 
amount, every man will allow to be ne- 
cessary; any measure, therefore, for the 
increase of such a force must meet with 
general approbation, though, at the same 
time, he, for one, should not wish to 
see any great disposeable force in their 
hands, from a conviction that they would 
be very ill ‘qualified to make a proper use 
of it. But if the army of reserve act 
was calculated to create this disposeable 
force, why suspend it? And if it had a 
contrary tendency, why not immediately 
repeal it? But in suspending the army of 
reserve act, they propose, it seems, to 
create a number of inspectors in the differ- 
ent districts. What consequences could 
be expected from such an’ arrangement? 
The Lord Lieutenants of the different 
counties are certainly sufficient for all the 
purposes intended by inspectors, and even 
in most cases better qualified than super- 
visors of any description. But the gent. - 
opposite, perhaps, wish at the present cri-. 


tical moment to create a greater number 


of places, and thus, independently of the 
general strength of the country, add at 
least to their own forces. Such an acqui- 
sition of strength was no doubt desirable, 
and at the present moment, perhaps, abso- 
lutely necessary. Inefficient, however, as 
the army of reserve act would now seem 
to be, its provisions. had not been carried 
into execution, which was a still farther 
proof that ministers were ill qualified 
either to adopt. new measures, or to carry 
existing ones into execution. ‘They enact- 
ed. without. thought, and were equally 
anxious to suspend without reflection. 
By the army of reserve bill, they had re- 
quired the quota of men to be raised at 4 


sous time, or.a fine to be imposed, 
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should: any county or district be deficient 
in their number. He should not say at 
present whether this provision was wise or 
not, but he was certain it had not, and 
perhaps could not, with any propriety, be 
carried into execution, In the county 
with which he was particularly connected, 
the number of men had not been found, 
but at the same time no fine had been 
imposed by the quarter sessions, as it was 
found the men could not be got. In reply 
to this, they will tell us most likely, they 
could not know the precise circumstances 
of the different counties, and mignt there- 
fore, in some instances, overrate them. 
But had not they the sume sources of in- 
formation which any member of that 
House had, and were they not supposed 
to have more, as they had access to the 


_ aggregate information of the house, when 


they thought it necessary to call for it? 
Nor could he think at all more justifiable 


_ the mode now proposed of imposing the 


fine, not as the old one, but on the county 
at large ; as, according to this provision, 
those who had exerted themselves in any 
such county would be liable, and would, 
in fact, be subjected to the fine, as well 
as those who had not raised a single man, 
That such an arrangement would be un- 
fair, required no demonstration. But 
another material objection he had to the 
measure arose from the idea, that should 
a man be balloted, and not have actually 
joined his corps before this bill passed, he 
shall be obliged not to find a substitute, 
whatever arrangements he may have made 
for that purpose, but a certain sum of 
money, or to serve in person, Would it 
be consistent, would it be suitable to the 
wisdom of Parliament to make the man, 
in such circumstances, find the money, 
when he might more conveniently find a 
substitute, when to find the one might be 
possible, and the other perhaps wholly 
impracticable ? But suppose you demand 
20]. as the price of his exemption? Ah! 
says the balloted man, this is a vast sum, 
and exempts me only for a year, I will 
not consent to it. But, says the govt. if 
you will consent to pay more, it will ex- 


empt you for 5 years, and what is still} 


more, from the militia also. What then 


must be the consequence of such mea- 

sures? You thus cut up not only the army 

of reserve, but also the militia, and in 

the end will lock up the force of the coun- 

try. Upon the whole, he would vote for 

ba Mn measure at all events, that 
vk. il. 
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the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) might have 
time to bring forward his measure, which 
promised as a whole to be more satis- 
factory. He would therefore give his vote 
that the Speaker should not leave the 
chair. In regard to the plans proposed 
by that right hon. gent., the present was 
not now the time to go into them, even so 
far as he had explained himself. From 
the answer, however, of the right hon. 
Sec. to those plans, so far as they had 
been explained, it must be very obvious 
that they ought to be discussed before the 
passing of this bill, as the measure in the 
contemplation of the right hon. gent. held 
out advantages which we have not derived 
from any of the measures hitherto adopt- 
ed, and more than this bill even professed 
to be calculated to give. He did not by 
any means conceive, that the mode of 
ballot suggested by the right hon. gent. 
could be attended with any inconvenience. 
It would not necessarily cut off our re- 
course to great manufacturing ‘towns for 
the recruiting service. While others would 
be more productive, those sources also 
would be left equally open as at present. 
The right hon. Sec. he thought, had not suf- 
ficiently explained how the two battalions 
he had mentioned were to be officered, as 
there must be an influx of officers, as well 
asmen. ‘The right hon. gent. by prescrib- 
ing the period in which the number of 
men were to be raised for the purpose of 
procuring rank, had defeated, -in a great 
measure, the object ef this arrangement; 
but it would still appear more ridiculous, 
when it was recollected, that they were 
not only obliged to raise them within a 
given time, but not permitted also to give 
them more than a certain specified bounty. 
The ministers by such means were cer- 
tainly cutting the throat of their own plan. 
If a man is limited to a certain time, he 
must necessarily give the greater bounty. 
If you, therefore, tie up his hands in both 
respects, you go very far indeed to pre- 
vent any reasonable hopes of success. 
The hon. gent. then adverted to the sub- 
scription clubs that had been noticed by 
both the preceding speakers. In many 
respects, he acknowledged he was against 
balloting for men altogether; but in some 
instances also, he would admit it to be 
expedient. In agricultural counties par- 
ticularly, gent. from the country must 
know, that there would be great inconve- 
niencies without a system of this descrip- 


tion. The hon. gent. then concluded by 
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giving his negative to the motion for the 
comm itee, on the principle, that if the 
bill passes, the army of reserve act can no 
longer exist; thut a repeal, therefore, was 
more proper than a suspension, and that 
the measure intended to be brought for- 
ward by the right hon, gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) was entitled to a previous discus- 

~The Secretary at War declared, that he 
thought the arguments of the hon, gent. 
opposite him could not, by any fair aud 
dispassionate observer, be supposed in the 


least to militate against the provisions of 


the bill. One argument of his was, that 
_ the measure was not calculated to pro- 

‘duce men, but money. Unless he consi- 
dered that as an argumentum ad homi- 
nem, instead of the argumentum ad rem, 
he thought it could not possibly be cousi- 
‘dered as any argument at all; for in a 
‘subsequent part of that hon. member's 
‘speech, he admitted, that of 40,000 men 
which it had been proposed to raise by 
that bill, there were now actually raised 
‘and embodied to the. full amount of 
30,000 men ; and it was admitted on all 


hands, that of all the measures for the. 


increase of our military strength, the army 
of reserve had procured the eke possi- 
ble number to our disposeahle force. 
‘Neither himself nor any of his right hon. 
friends wished to contend, that it would 


-by no means injure the general recruiting: 


for the line; on the contrary, they only 
said that it did not put a total stop to the 
“general levy for extensive service, but ad- 
‘mitted that it must, as all levies for li- 
mited service must, tend pro tanto to di- 
“‘minish the recruiting for the regulars. 
He had objected in such general terms, 
that while he condemned the operation ot 
that act, he censured ministers for bring- 
ing forward any thing like a repeal of the 
law which he seemed to think obnoxious. 
‘He did not positively say which of the two 
‘he thought was best. Ministers, however, 
had not adopted either; they had taken a 
‘middle course, and only moved for a tem- 
porary suspension of the Jaw, until the 
recruiting for other services could be com- 
pleted. In his objections to the measure 
“of suspension in itself, he had given it 
the mild title of a bill of false pretences. 
He could not see the propriety of the ap- 
mpage of such an epithet. In this 
‘branch of his argument he seemed particu. 
larly to refer to the mode of raising mo- 
-ney, which was provided for by the bill. 
‘When some of the counties in the West of 


England, for instance, had exerted them- 
selves with the greatest alacrity, and per- 
haps with soine degree of succsss, and had 
completed almost the whole of their quota, 
would any gent. stand up and say that it 
was an act of justice to put them on the 
same fvoting with other counties which 
had not displayed a similar cheerfulness 
of spirit, or raised a proportionate num. 
berof men? ‘The bon, geut. had also stated 
the inconvenience which must result to the 
house from a consideration of the two 
measures, that of the bill which was now 
before the house, and that of the proposition 
which had been made by a right hon. gent, 
under the gallery. He confessed that, for 
his part, he plainly saw that very great 
inconvenience must arise from the circum. 
stance of entertaining two questions of 
that nature at the same time. ‘The one 
was for a temporary suspension of an act 
already established, and which must be 
considered as a matter of experiment, 
The other was for the adoption of a new 
meusure, which was so extensive in itself, 
and so ample in its detail, as to form suf- 
ficient grounds for the introduction of a 
new bill, which would require the most 
serious deliberation of the House. A par- 
ticular provision in the bill he had re- 


garded as a job. But really he could not 
see how any thing like a job could be 
likely to be made of such a regé#lation,. 
The counties that were particularly defi- 
cient in the supply of their quota of men, 
were to be made subject to the penal 


provisions of the former statute. To as- 
certain the sum which they were to pay , 
for such deficiency or neglect, it was ne- 
cessary to make inquiries of different per- 
sons, no one of whom could have within 
himself the power of making a complete 
return from his own knowledge. Some 
might be dead, or others might have de- 
serted between the time of their being 
raised by the parish district, and the time 
at which it was expected that they had 
entered on real military duty; others 
might have been discharged after they 
had been sent to join their regiments. For 
this purpose, he thought that it was abso- 
lutely necessary that some gent. of re- 
spectability should be appointed to a ser- 
vice which was so essential to the public 
interest, and so diversified in its functions. 
There was one question to which the hod. 
gent. appeared to attach the greatest iin- 
portance; that was the payment of fines 
by the county et large. He evidently con- 
sidered that the law was intended to be 
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thé same in that respect as the militia laws, 
In the militia, the deficiencies were to be 
reckoned as so much fine upon the county, 
it was true. The army of reserve act 
also levied the penalty off the county in 
the first instance; but it provided that 
the money should be afterwards eventually 
paid by the parish which was deficient. 
The hon. gent. had stated some objections 
also to the instructions te officers, who 
had to raise a certain number of men for 
acertain rank in the army. ‘That might 
be made a separate question, no doubt, if, 
any hon, member should think fit so to 
do, but it surely had no connection with 
the immediate question before the house, 
namely, the house going into a committee 
on the army of reserve suspension bill. 
As to the justice of the case, considered 
on the score of propriety, raising « certain 
number of men within 6 months, that was 
an object for the officers themselves to 
Jook to when they saw the instructions. 
If they thought the length of time was not 
of sufficient duration, they could very 
easily avoid entering into such an engage- 
ment. The instructions, however, were 
not so rigidly adhered to, us totally to 
preclude ministers from extending the pe- 
riod in which any given number of men 
was to be raised, according as the circum- 
stances of the case might warrant. If it 
appeared, upon the whole, that the army 
of reserve act stood in the way of those 
levies, or the general recruiting for our 
disposeable force, that circumstance could 
not be fairly urged as an argument against 
the suspension of the bill, It surely must 
be considered as an act of justice to these 
gent. to remove an obstacle which stood 
in the way of their raising their quantity of 
men within the period limited ; and above 
all, it must be a measure of the greatest 
utility at the present moment, to suspend 
the operation of any measure which, in 
the smallest degree, tended to lessen the 
general recruiting for our armies. In a 
very populous district in the country, he 
knew it for a fact, that persons in but mo- 
derate circumstances had paid 201. sooner 
than enter into the army of reserve as 
substitutes, which they might have done at 
the time, and have received 401. He by 
ho means wished to state that these objec- 
tions were generally to be met with, but 
it was sufficient to shew that some tempo- 
tary suspension of the law was necessary. 
The proposition of the right hon. gent. 


could only be deemed, at present, a matter 


of experiment. Considering the present mea- 
sure in the same point of view, it most cer- 
tainly was entitled to some claim of prio- 
rity ; and the house would recollect at the 
same time, that, nothing was now intendéd 
to be done which would totally destroy the 
good effects of the army of reserve act, 
but that the measure was brought forward 
as the means of accelerating the increase 
of our disposeable force. If any other 
system was to be adopted, it might be the 
object of future discussion, without inter- 
rupting the progress of the present bill. — 
Mr. Fox.—Sir ; it is pretty extraordinary, 
after all the house has formerly heard in. 
support of the army of reserve bill, in 
opposition to the arguments of those who — 
resisted it, amongst other measures, as 
one of those which tended to impede the 
recruiting service of the country, that the 
right hon. gent. should now come forward 
with a bill to suspend the operation of the 
act; acknowledging it to have failed, in a 
very considerable degree, of the efficacy 
expected from it, and that it so totally 
ceased to be productive for its purpose, 
that it now becomes necessary to abandon 
it, and resort to some other measures, 
Considering therefore, the army of reserve 
bill completely and substantially deserted 
by those who were formerly its most strenu- 
ous advocates, and their palpable acknow- 
ledgement, that other measures were be- 
come necessary to give any hope of effect- 
ing the purposes to which that bill was 
directed, the resistance now given in limine 
to the plan proposed by the right hon, 
gent. under the gallery, is somewhat un- 
accountable, Notwithstanding the neces-= 
sity so strongly urged upon a former night 
by the right hon. sec, for deferring the bi 
to this day, in order to the preparation of 
certain clauses which he seemed to think 
of material importance, yet in the whole of 
his answer to the right hon. gent.’s plan, and 
in the general view he has taken of the objects 
of his own, he has not thought proper to 
say any thing of the nature of those clauses, 
Before I euter more minutely into the na- 
ture and tendency of the bill, I feel it ne- 
cessary ‘to say a word or two on the con. 
duct of those who introduced it. From 
the exulting manner in which this bill was 
first brought forward, and maintained 
against all opposition, one wauld have 
thought that his Majesty’s ministers, after 
having failed in every other attempt at re. 
cruiting the public force to the extent ne- 


cessary for our security, had discovered in 
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this bill something like the philosopber’s 
stone. According to them, the bill has 
done wonders unparalleled in recruiting 


the army: the repeal of it now is to elect. 


still greater wonders; and the future revi- 
val of it is, I suppose, to produce the 

reatest wonder of all. 
- seems, his Majesty’s ministers have found 


out that the high bounty offered under the | 


army of reserve act, does a little interfere 
with the recruiting of the regular army, for 
so the right hon, gent. who just sat down 
admits: I do not wish minutely to bind 
either him or his colleagues to any words 
that passed in former debates on this sub-’ 
ject, “ sufficient for the day is the folly 
thereof ;”'but I must remark, that when in 
preceding discussions, this observation was 
made to them, it was directly and expli- 


citly denied. They hitherto have con- | 
stantly maintained that the army of re- | 


serve was no impediment to the recruiting 
of the general army; and produced I know 
not how many accounts to prove the vali- 
dity of their assertion. Now, if this really 


was the case, it is obvious the suspension. 

they propose, will, in fact and in truth, 
~ effect nothing at all; and if the suspension 
have no effect now, hitherto, it would ap- 
pear, the act itself must have been of little 


or no use. But let us attend a little to 
that argument, and hear how they explain 
themselves. ‘The army of reserve, they 
say, has produced great and beneficial 
effects, but it is now worn out, and has 
exhausted all its force. What is it they 
mean by this? Is the army of reserve act 
to be considered as analogous to animal na- 
ture? Is it like a horse, for instance, that 
‘after long labour finds its strength and 
wer decay? If so, | perfectly understand 
what they mean, when they say all the 
forcé of the army of reserve act is ex- 
hausted. I should rather, however, con- 
ceive this act would fall with more truth 
under a different class and description of 
beings; that, for example, it would bear 
a greater resemblance to a pump or a well, 

_ which being exhausted, are of no farther 
use; not that the mechanism is rusty, or 
out of order, so that it will not work, but 
the water itself, which they have heen ac- 
customed to draw, is entirely gone, and 
completely used. What would be the na- 
‘tural step in such a case? To stop the 
source of consumption and let the water 
flow in. But what do his Majesty’s minis- 
ters do? They complain the sourée is ex: 
hausted, and yet they want it to be more 


At length, it. 


productive. ‘They stop this pump, indeed, 
the army of reserve, but immediately apply 
to the same spring another of larger draught, 
The army of reserve act is declared inca. 
ble of completing its original quota, which | 
it has reached within a few thousands, and 
yet, according to the views of ministers, its 
Suspension is to open a source to supply 
18,000 men, on terms far more unfavour- 
able as to quantity of bounty and extent 
of service. ‘This plan, according to them, 
is to restore the lost powers of the spring, 
The machinery is to work, and the water 
flow. But, says the right hon. gent. who 
has just sat down, let us consider the order 
of our proceeding. ‘To this I certainly 
‘have no objection. Acccrding to this 
Mode we shall observe, that the army of 
| reserve act began with raising men for a 
limited service, at an almost unlimited 
price. Now, say ministers, it has done all 
it can, we have got 13,000 men. Its 
powers are exhausted, and we can get no 
more, Let us, however, see, if, by dimi- 
nishing the bounty, and enlarging the ser- 
vices, we shall not be more successful, 
Now, in my apprehension, Sir, nothing 
can be more preposterous, and contrary ° 
to all experience than this process of or. 
der, so confidently appealed to. ‘To minds 
otherwise constituted than those of his Ma- 
jesty 's ministers, it would seem the natural 
course of things rather to begin with small 
bounty and enlarged services; and when 
their efforts became unproductive, then to 
enlarge the one and limit the other. © Mi- 
nisters, however, have gone exactly con- 
trary to this mode, and set all experience 
and judgment on this subject at defiance. On 
what is it possible that they can ground any 
hopes of success with respect to this plan? 
The army of reserve act has already pro- 
duced 13,000 men. Ministers have all along, 
on every occasion on which the subject has 
been discussed, said that the bill produced 
more men than could have been produced. 
by any other method. low then, and by 
what means, when this most operative act 
is suspended, are they to get 532,000 men? 
Is it by their trew plan of giving rank? If 
this has any effect, it must be by a corres- 
ponding increase of bounty, which they 
profess to forbid ; in what way can it other- 
wise have any effect, and if that is resort- 
ed to, then that competition, under ano- 
ther form, is introduced, which they think 
it so essential to the welfare of the general 
service should be abolished? In fact, how 
can any thing else be expected? But, say 
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they, we forbid any additional boutity to: 


‘begiven, Isit, ‘however, likely, is it pos- 
sible, that injunction will or can be fol- 
lowed by young men eager and ardent 
after rank, and who may have nearly ac- 
complished their object? Within the time 
they allow, six months only, many active 
and enterprizing young men may have 
nearly got their quota, Can it be sup- 
posed that they will let all the expence and 
trouble they may have been at become of 
po use, for want of a few remaining men 
to make up their quota? Surely that con- 
clusion can never enter into the mind of any 


one. Ministers themselves must know it is. 


not likely. It is rather to be expected that 
officers will follow the example of an hon. 
friend of mine, who gave 500]. to men, 
half of which were rejected. With tempta- 
tidns so strong, it is ridiculous to say we 
shall order them not to increase the 
bounty beyond the stipulated allowance. 
Obedience is impossible.. So inconsistent 
and contradictory to their own views and 
objects, are the plans and measures they 
introduce! ‘Till this moment, when they 
propose to suspend its operation, the army 
of reserve act was always denied to have 
that effect on the general recruiting service 
for which they now contend, and on which 
assumption of fact, they have uniformly 
acted in spite of all admonition from us, 
until this late period of the war. With 
regard to the plan of the right hon. gent. 
(Mr, Pitt), on account of which it is pro- 
posed to defer the suspension of the army 
_ of reserve act, the right hon. gent. though 
‘he opened it with his usual ability, has not 
entered into so minute a detail of its par- 
ticulars, as he probably will when he fi- 
nally submits it to the consideration of the 
house. In what he has stated, however, 
Isee many parts of which I highly ap- 
prove, anid perhaps some of which I may 
not think quite so favourably. Such as it 
is, ministers themselves say it is fit to be 
considered on ‘some future occasion. If 
so, what pretence have they to proceed in 
their present plan of suspending the act, on 
which it is meant to be engrafted? By 
suspending that bill, they at once cut 
down the plan under the feet of the right 
hon. gent. which aims at improving and 
rendering it more productive and effectual, 
Admitting, as ministers do, that this plan 
is worthy of consideration, they will not 
wait till it is brought forward, but pro- 
ceed in another plan of their own to re- 
¢ruit the army, and draw from the right 


hon. feat. the very means of establishing 
his. ‘They put the right hon. gent. in @ 
whimsical situation, which reminds me 
of what I have lately seen advertised, 
‘‘ a speech intended to he spoken.” Such 
will be the case with the right hon. gent. 
if you deprive him of the means by which 
his plan may be rendered effectual, ‘That 
plan is one which I generally approve of, 
In one proposition I heartily concur, that 
in case of ballots, it would be fit to givea 
bounty to the person drawn, in case he - 
came forward to serve in person. With 
regard to the objection made to clubs of 
persons subscribing money, as an insur 
ance against being drawn by ballot, I know 
not upon what principle they should be 
done away. When a set of men wish to 
bear another man harmless, I can see ne 
reason why they should not be allowed to 
enable him, by a small subscription, to 
procure a substitute, when the bounties 
for recruits are small, as they ought to be, 
I cannot see how clubs of this description 
are enabled to pay a larger bounty than 
certain individuals who may happen to be 
drawn, I know no reason why these clubs 
should be discouraged ; 1 always thought 
they could not be touched, and I have al~ 
ways looked upon them as highly merito- 
rious and useful. When a man is drawn 
by ballot, he has a right to send a substi-~ 
tute to serve for him, and money must be 
had for that purpose; but I ‘never heard 
of an act which said five men shall not pay 
five pounds each to procure a substitute 
for one among the number who may hap~ 
pen to be drawn; but that they are to toss 
up in order to determine who among them 
shall pay the twenty-five pounds.—Now, 
Sir, with respect to the bill which has 
been offered to you this night, some of his 
majesty’s Ministers tell us they wish it may. 
be postponed for the present; that they 
will have no objection to its being brought 
forward at some other time; but they.do 
not say when that time will be. .They are 
afraid of it at the present moment; but 
when they contemplate the measure at a 
distance, they see nothing terrible in it, 
This, Sir, reminds me of the dialogue be- 
tween Partridge and Tom Jones, in. which 
the latter, with a view of removing the fea 
which his companjon felt at the idea 
going to battle, tells him that all men m 
die sooner or later ; upon which the for- ‘ 
mer replied, “ that. is very true, but I hope 
it will be many a long day first.” In the 
same manner did the ministers appear not 
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#0 dread this measure, any more than Par- 
fridge dreaded death; provided it may be 
put off to an indefinite'period. “The right 
hon, “gent. proposes, that efficacious mea- 
ures for recruiting the army should be 
made a general ingredient in the defence 
of the country. But ministers say, some 
time or other, such a plan may be adopted ; 
but the present is not’ the time for doing 
so. The proposition now before the house, 
resolves itself into this question, whether 
you shall give credit to the declarations of 
those men who have exhausted the arm 
of reserve; and whether you think the bill 
they have brought before the house, will 
be the means of increasing the force of the 
country, which the other bill could not 
do ; or whether you will adopt the bill pro- 
posed by the right hon. gent.? I can- 
not conceive any other ground on 
which the bill now before the house can 
be supported, except that of confidence in 
ministers, who are the authors of it. A 
right hon. gent. has said, that we ought 
not to object to the suspension of the army 
of reserve, because we opposed the mea- 
sure itself at the time it was introduced. 
This can be no argument against the line 
_ of conduct we now pursue; for although 
it is possible that every proposition com- 
ing from the present ministers may be 
wrong, it is not impossible that all they do 
may not be right. I do not say that every 
thing they do is wrong; but the great 
point in which they appear to me to be de- 
fective is, that they do not stand on any 
system, in any of the measures they have 
brought forward. ‘With regard tothe sub- 
ject now before the house, they appear 
nevér to have examined the proper mode 
of recruiting the army ; they cannot take 
in all the principles which may belong to 
the subject at different times. Ministers 
Surely cannot think, that any good will 
come out of their bill; and, before we 
proceed any further in it, I think we ought 
to hear what the other plan is, in order 
that the best possible measure may be 
adopted. After what the house has wit- 
‘nessed in the conduct of the present minis- 
ters; after having seen them like conjurors, 
shifting from one thing to another, acting 
on principles of deception; at ‘one time 
referring an army of reserve, at another, 
raising volunteers, then checking them, 


&e.; Tsay, after all these things, I enter- 
tain no doubt but that the house, unless it 
thinks these ministers supernatural, must 


object to your leaving the chair, 


Lord Castlereagh said, he was sensible of 
the disadvantages under which he must rise 
‘oO discuss any subject upon which the ta. 
lents of the right hon. gent. who opened 
this debate, had been previously employed, 
IIe had attended to the plan which’ his 
‘ight hon, friend had this night proposed, 
as well as to the arguments of the hon, 
‘ember who had just sat down; and the 
principal difficulty he felt was, to offer any 


thing new upon a subject which had been ~ 


so often previously and recently discussed 
in this house ; but though he should feel it 
his duty. to oppose the motion for the 
Speaker’s leaving the chair, he felt no re. 
luctance that those discussions should take 
place, which must daily teach his Majes- 
iy’s ministers to feel more deeply the mili- 
tary exigencies of the country, and to sift 
them to.the bottom, in order thereby to 
be the better enabled to meet them with 
effect. Tle was ready to admit, that the 
army of the country was now become the 
most important part of our system. His 
Majesty’s ministers were at no time insen- 
sible to the principle so frequently urged 
from the other side of the house, that it 
was most desirable to increase that branch 
of the public force called the troops of the 
line; but so suddenly did the dangers of 
the country press upon them, and so for- 
cibly did they feel the necessity of provid. 
ing effectually for our security at home, in 
the first instance, that they felt it a duty 
indispensable to adopt, without delay, 
every measure that promised the most 
speedy effect in raising every branch of the 
public force to its highest pitch; and this 


they had effected to an extent heretofore — 


unparalleled in the annals of the country. 
‘They had by no means lost sight of the 
necessity of providing a disposeable force 
for external operation, our internal secu- 


this, they judged it advisable, before they 
proceeded to raise any new regiments, first 
to fill up the old. To this purpose, the 
measure of the army of reserve had been 
eminently serviceable, for in the short 
space of six weeks, no less than 13,000 
men were added to the troops of the line 
vy its operation. This purpose so far ef. 
fected, the next step to which his Majes- 
iy’s ministers proposed to proceed, was the 
raising 6f 18 new regiments, But though 
the army of reserve had already produced | 
more men within a shorter given period than 
any measure that ever was projected, yet 


‘fis it now ceased to be any further opera~’ 


rity being first provided for; but in doing’ 
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tive, it was deemed advisable to suspend 
its operation, and try other methods, It 
might be asked, why not come to Puarlia- 
ment sooner with a proposition of. this 


kind, and endeavour to release the re-— 
cruiting service from the impediments | 
thrown in its way, by the present bill? 
The answer was, because they felt it would 
be unpardonable to propose any alteration 
in a measure which had received the sanc- 
tion of Parliament, until they had tried it 
to the fullest extent, and had the most 
authentic documents to prove it unpro- 
ductive: and having now those proofs duly 
authenticated, they felt it their duty to 
come forward with the application. His 
right hon. friend had this night come for- 
ward with the proposition of a system, not 
merely atlecting the army of reserve, but 
aflecting every branch of the whole mili- 
tary system of the country; a plan so 
‘widely extensive, and comprehending so 
many important topics for minute consi- 
deration and discussion, that he should 
feel it presumption for any man to say he 
could suddenly make up his mind on the 
subject. When his right hon. friend near 
him (Mr, Yorke) had only a proposition 
upon the mere branch of the militia to 


' propose to the house, he thought it of too 


much importance to call upon the house 
suddenly for its discussion; and he there- 
fore felt it his duty to have the bill printed 
and circulated through the country, in 
order that it might be duly considered by 
the deputy Lord Lieutenants of the several 


counties, and all persons concerned in its: 


operation to have the benefit of their sug- 
estions before it came forward for adoption. 


How much more necessary would it be, 
then, for the more extensive proposition| 


of his right hon. friend this night, to have 
the most full, deliberate, and cvol consi- 
deration, before it could be laid before the 
house in the shape of a bill. Consider- 
ing the importance of so very extensive 
and complicated a topic, he was convinced 
it could not be brought into operation for 
several months; and if, in the mean time, 
the operation of this bill was not sus- 
pended, very deprecable consequences must 


necessarily accrue to the recruiting ser-' 


vice, which he was confident it must be 
the desire of every member of that house 
to prevent. But it was scarcely possible, 
he was confident, that the measure pro- 


posed by his right hom, friend this night 
could undergo the necessary deliberation, 


before the expiration, of the, year, at th 
end of which time the army of reser 
bill expires. Under the existing ...bj 
32,000 men, it, was true, had been raise 
in 6 months; but would the, House thir 
it advisable to continue a bill, no longer 
found effective, at the risk of not pro- 

curing 2,000 men in 6 months.more? For 

his own part, he always preferred a, for 

of the nature of the army of reserve, ee 4 

before one in the, shape of the militia; 

and he was borne out in this opinion by 

authorities much more conversant than he 

was upon military subjects. He was de- 

cidedly of opinion, that an army of 64,000 

troops of reserve, with 40,000 militia, - 
was much superior to an army of 40,000 
troops of reserve, and 74,000 militia. 

Ie differed materially from other parts of 
the proposed plan, and especially that of 
suffering the militia to decrease, before an 
‘adequate force was substituted in its 
room ; and he thought the bill of his right 
hon, friend near him fully adequate to the 
purpose of effectually promoting the re- 
cruiting service for the line. He would 
have no objection to the measure of re-' 
}cruiting by parishes, if it could be done 
without embarrassing magistrates or cre- 
ating frauds, but still he would rather pre-- 
serve two strings to his bow, least one 
should fail, The hon, gent. who spoke 
last, towards the end of his speech had 
charged his Majesty’s ministers with fre- 
quent changes of system, and alterations 
of their measures. It was true, they had 
felt the necessity, under the pressure of 
public exigency, to resort to a variety of 
measures for the prompt increase of the 
public force ; but when they found those 
measures cease to have their original ef- 
fect, they had modified, them as experi- 
ence produced occasion. It would be pre- 
sumptuous to say those measures, sepa- 
rately, were not liable to criticism; but 
he would venture to assert, that the ge- 
neral system pursued by his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters was right, and had produced @ 
force unparalleled in the annals of the 
country. 

Sir James Pulteney felt it necessary he 
declare his opinion upon assertions whic 
had been made in the course of discus- 
sion on topics respecting the public force, 
in which it was maintained that militia 
troops might be rendered equal to troops 
of the line for home defence, and that 
great length of time was not necessary to 


and be shaped into an operative measure, 


give troops the neaessary degree of disci 
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eld, for that raw levies had fought equal 


fn, fit’ them ‘for real service in the 
‘t0yeteran troops, and achieved splendid 


Victories, particularly in’ Egypt, where so 
in Egypt, wh 


much glory was won by the forces of this 
country. He begged leave, however, to 
deny ‘these arguments; from the nature 
of the service, it was impossible that the 
discipline of troops could be so well car- 
tied on in militia regiments, as regiments 
of the line, under veteran officers, who 
did not assume a military life merely for 
amusement, or the spur of a temporary 
occasion, but who embraced it as a pro- 
fession, and made it the study of their 
lives. He considered it impossible to of- 
ficer effectually an army of 60,000 militia 
from the gentry of the country, and thought 
it of the utmost importance to convert our 
‘militia soldiers, as far as possible, into 
troops of the line, for the effectual de- 
fence of the country, as it was not-so 
much upon the number, as upon the good- 
ness of our troops, that our security de- 
pended; and with respect to the beha- 
viour of our raw levies in Egypt, he ad- 
mitted that there were many very young 
troops from Ireland and Scotland, but 
that the principal part of our force was 
composed of veteran soldiers, of which 
the garrisons of Gibraltar, Minorca, and 
Malta, formed a principal part. 

Mr. Windham expressed the satisfaction 
he felt to find bis opinion as to the policy 
of reducing the militia, seconded by an 
authority so respectable as that of the hon. 

_ officer who had just sat down, and his right 
hon. friend who proposed the amendment. 
It was an opinion which he had long since 
declared in that house, and it was among 
many opinions which he had heard highly 
censured at the time they were originally 
mentioned, but which afterwards made 
their way, and were adopted even by their 
former censors. With respect to the bill 
before the house, he confessed that it was 
of such a nature that, whether the object 
“were to continue to modify, to suspend, or 
‘to repeal it, he could not give it his entire 
approbation. If it could be made out that 
on Could riot be had by any other means 
than by the ballots acted upon under this 
bill, then the case would be otherwise, 
‘and the continuance of it might be an ad- 
‘visable measure. But, if it was asserted, 
‘that though it had produced a certain 
- “‘humber of men, it could produce no more, 
- why then was it not repealed? As it was 
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any more men, the mere suspension of the 
measure struck his mind as the most tin. 
reasouable way of disposing of ‘it. The 
noble lord had boasted of the accommo. 
dating spirit of ministers, that they’ had 
occasionally yielded to ditferent principles 
and systems, and that to protect them. 
selves from being condemned by au 

party, they alternately acquiesced in the 
recommendations of each; but, in the 
instance of the bill betore the house, they 
seemed disposed to take a middle course— 
neither to abolish an act which was com- 
plained of, and justly, as tending to injure 
the recruiting for the regular army, by high 
bounties, &e., nor to continue that which 
other gent. stated to be the best mode of 
providing men. No; Ministers resolved 
that this army of reservé act should be sus- 
pended; that it should neither live nor 
die ; but that it should remain as a kind 
of ghost, and remain like other ghosts in 
terrorem, for the. purpose of extorting mo- 
ney. No one could be satisfied with the 
purpose of the ministers, and the public 
must be particularly discontented. It 
would involve a considerable injustice, for 
it was not proposed to make any distine- 
tion between the district which had fur- 
nished their quotas to the army of reserve, 
and those which had not: and it was still 
farther objectionable, as it would interfere 
with the plan of his right hon. friend who 
proposed the amendment. This bill of 
suspension was liable to another objection, 
which would not altogether apply to a pro- 
position of repeal; namely, that it would 
keep alive the memory, and encourage the 
hope of large bounties, an evil than which 
nothing could so materially injure any plan 
of recruiting for the regular army. What 
ministers proposed to gain from the future 
renewal of this bill, compared with this 
obvious Joss, he could not imagine. But 
suppose they were determined to persist in 
the bill before the house, what argument 
of any force could they offer, against the 
delay proposed by the mover of thé 


‘amendment, in order that he might have 


time fully to prepare the measure he had 
announced his intention of proposing in 
the committee on this bill; a measure 


supporters of the bill would be disposed, 
upon examination, to give way to? if 


the motion submitted by his hon. friend on 
Monday last, had been acceded to, the 
plan described in the course of this even- 


‘hot evén insinuated that it would produce 


ing by the right hon. mover of the amend. 


which possibly might be such as even the 
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ment, might have been, with every other 
proposition, connected with the defence of 
the country, discussed in the committee, 
which it was the object of that motion to 


 jnstitute, and there. would have been no 


reason for pressing this amendment; but 
ministers, by opposing the former, ‘had 
rendered the latter necessary, in order to 


examine the project of his right hon, 


friend under the gallery, In some parts 
of this plan, as he understood it from his 
right hon. friend, he agreed, and of others 
he entertained his doubts; but those doubts 


arose in part from this circumstance, 


that he took. a different view of the sub- 
ject, and that he agreed entirely with, his 
hon. friend, (Mr. Fox) with respect to 
the plan of our defence. His opinion de- 


-¢idedly was, that the country should trust 


to a regular army principally, and, in ad- 
dition to that, to what was termed an 
armed peasantry. This regular army, he 
‘was convinced, could find more than 
enough. of recruits, to advance it to any 
necessary number if the impediments were 
removed which had been thrown. in, its 
way by the measures of ministers... Of 
this sentiment he was satisfied, that, not- 
withstandiyg all the various employments 
which our manufactures, agricylture 
furnished; sufficient recruits could ;be.ob- 
tained without prejudice to either, , and 
that our army might be rendered formida- 
ble in numbers, and respectable in charac. 
ter, particularly if the idea were adopted, 
which he had often mentioned in that 
house, and which the best military autho- 


sities recommend, of raising men for a 


limited period of service for a certain term 
of years.—The right hon. gent. repeated 
his recommendation, that the postpone- 
ment required by the hon. mover of the 
amendment should be acceded to, The 


authority of his right hon. friend entitled | 


his wish to the compliance of ministers 
and to the assent of the house, especially 
seeing that no sensible inconvenience could 
result from the delay he required; seeing 
also, that in the committee there would be 
an opportunity of fully canvassing the na- 
ture of his right hon. friend’s plan, to 
ascertain how far it could ve engrafted on 
the stock of the army of reserve bill. It 


_ appeared to him that it would be an injus- 


tice to his right hon. friend to resist his 

motion for delay, and the house should 

concur in the amendment if it were only 

on this principle, that his right hon. friend 

was at least proposing something against 
Vou. 


nothing—that he was endeavouring 
check in, their meanderings, those minis 
ters who were perpetually opposing thems 
selves-—the ends of whose measures came 
jolting against each.other; those ministers 


like drunken men—who ip one measure 
generally counteracted another, as the line 
of argument they adopted on one day, 
frequently refuted that which they pursued 
on the preceding; always investigating; 
never deciding; there is scarcely one mea+ 
sure they resorted to, that did not involve 
a renunciation of their former opinions; 
and an adoption of those they had opposed. 
It might be now said by ministers, that 
they knew, at the time the army of reserve 
bill was enacted, that it would very much 
injure the recruiting for the regular army; 
that they were aware of the evil it would 
produce; but why. did they not say so 
then? No, on the contrary they denied: it; 
and now. that the consequences were. felt, 
they used a different language. | ‘They-ans 
sisted that they foresaw, but they studious 
ly concealed their foresight ; and they res 
probated those who. ventured to: prophecy 
that which, they themselves.. were: now 
forced to cgnfess.... They who foretold 
these things, were described by ministers 
as mere theorists ; and\it was asserted that 
the practical effects would, be found to res 
fute their ideas ; .but, whe were found. to be 
mistaken? The attemaptimade in this, as 
wellas in other instances, to put down the 
opinions beld by the hen. gent. with whom 
he acted, had; enly served to corroborate 
and justify thase opinions; Jike certam 
plants, the more it was attempted to crush 
them the more they, prospered. and grew. 
Recurring to the nature.of Mr. Pitt’s plan, 


parts, particularly that respecting the rex 
gulations of bounties, with the provisions 
of the army of reserve act. The latter, he 
contended, had ceased to produce more 
meu, not for the reasons stated, not ‘be- 
cause there was.no more men. to be 
for if that were the case, why expect to 


point of fact, the army of reserve act has 
met the fate that ever attends measures that 
are too rigorous ; as it bappans with penal 
laws, when they become too severe. they 
lose their effect, no person being willing 
to execute them; so with the army of re- 
serve act—it was se odious that no officer 
could be found to put it into execution, 


The: people were adverse to it, the.stomach 


who. were continually reeling to and fro | 


the right hon. gent, contrasted some of its _ 


raise more by any other measure? No, in- 


cause of its failure. failure, therefore, 
should not induce any apprehension that 
plenty of men were not to be had for the 
regular army, if the recruiting were to be 


unimpeded and properly conducted —The 


right hon. gent. adverted to the frequent 
mebtion-made by ministers of the gross 
amount of our publi¢ force, of the num- 
ber.of'men in arms: but he would ask 
them,could they seriously mean to urge 
thatas'a claim ‘to: merit ‘on their part? 


_Weresthey aware, that they were by such 


Mention pronouncing their own condem- 
uation? for they had contrived by their 
conduct to put the country in ‘such a state 
of desperation, that every man was forced 
to: feel the necessity of struggling for his 
own  protection—and in truth, indepen- 


dently ‘of the-impulse of patriotism, the 


alarming stateof the’ country was such as 
to suggest to men the propriety of coming 
forward for the ‘safety of their own ‘lives, 
their family, and their property. ‘Such had 
been “the effect, and ministers, therefore, 
instead of talking‘ of 400,000 men ready 
to: stand) forth for’ the country; might speak 
ofso many millions—of in fact, every mat 
capable of coutributing ‘any assistance ‘to 
axert ‘the »public danger. were’ they 
who ‘created the danger, and ‘were 
incapable’ of directing the spirit it called 
forth, to repel,”»much less to destroy it, 
entitled to lay claim to merit ?: Certainly 
not.—The noble lord had stated that mi- 
nisters had resorted to plans calculated to 
please all parties, and that they now said, 
sf gentlemen, you have no right to com- 
plain, for we have given you all sorts of 
measures,’ and specimens of all sorts of 
systems.”” But then, added the right hon. 


. géut. it did not follow, because ministers 


gave variety, that therefore they should 
satisfy; for though there might be good 


' and: bad in variety, it might happen that 
the whole of the variety’ would be bad— | 
and so it did with respect'to the measures | 


of ministers. The’ right’ hon. ‘gent. con- 
cluded with strongly recommending’ the 


adoption of the amendment, in order that | 
his right hon. friend’s plan might be e®4- 


mined, to see whether upon so bad a stock 


as the army of reserve act, any thing effi- 


cient could “be grafted. At all events he 
was persuaded that nothing was likely to 
be worse. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sir ; 
I will detain the house but for avery short 


time, -The right hon, gent. who has just 
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ofthe country loathed ‘it, ‘and this was the 


sat has’ alluded to’ some opinidng 
‘thrown out by an hon. general on the same 
side of the house, with respect tothe mili- 
tia; to the éxtent’ of which, although I do 
not fully subscribe, yet I think it in some 
measure necessary to advert to them, for 
the purpose of shewing that they are not, 
precisely of that stamp and character de- 
scribed by the right hon. gent. on the 
floor, ‘That hon. general, in ‘speaking of 


an excellent description of military force, 
at the same time that lie asserted, that for 
active military operations, they could bear 
no comparison with the regular army, 
The right hon. gent. on the many occa- 
sions that he has had occasion to allude to 


| that part of our vational defence, has de. 


scribed it as insufficient, unmilitary, and 
ridiculous, €a loud cry, of No! No!)’ at 
least such was my conception of what he 
then said, and J am contident I am not 
singulat in my opinion! Now, Sir, with 
regard to the present measure, what''dies 
that right gébt. do? why, Sir, “he ob- 
jects ‘to the postponeinent of it, for no 
Other: reason that I can collect frou his 
long speech, but’ that he wishes for its té. 
peal. Other gent. and a very considera~ 
ble’ number, I fear, object to” it upon 
grounds more cousistent than that’ of’ the 
right hon. gerit. and bis particular friends; 
but T trust that a little consideration of the 
subject, will remove from their minds much 
ofthe doubt they entertain with regard to 
it. What, Sir, is the object of the sus- 
pension of the army of reserve act? Why, 
Sir, it embraces that most desirable of all 
objects; that object in the promotion of 
which men of all parties have concurred, 


proved of the operation of that act, as af- 
fecting the regular recruiting of ihe army, 
[ will not go the length of saying, that it 
does not interfere in some respects with 
it, bat Ican never admit that it impedes 
it, to the “extent that is asserted by him. 
Sir, ‘the country has experienced very 
great advantages from the adoption of that 
act, and the subsequent operation of it. 
The hon. gent. has even the candour to 
avow it. It has produced to the country 
io less than 37,000 men, among which is 
to be réckoned a disposeable body of 
12,000. These advantages it is our wish 
to continue to the country, and we think 


the militia, has admitted that they wer | 


the augmentation of your regular army, — 
| The right hon. gent. has frequently disap- 


we cannot better arrive at that desirable | 
end, than by a temporary suspension of 
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what has ceased to. produce the effects that 
it was originally formed for, My right hon, 


Yo friend, the Sec. of State, wrote officially to 


the Lord-Lieutenats to encourage the 


purposes of that act, and notwithstanding 
all the recommendation it. received from 


them, notwithstanding the spirit and dis- 
posiiion of the magistrates in every part of 
the kingdom to.give it all the aid and, ad- 


yancement iu their power, ever)since. the 
. month of Novy. last, the inconveniences 


resulting from it, have by far exceeded. the 
advantages,; although, previous to. that 
petiod, the benefit derived to the country 
from its operation, out-balanced consi- 
derably its disadvantages, which, I admit, 
were neither few nor unimportant. It was 
not originally a measure of choice with his 
majesty's govt, but it was forced on them 
by the peculiar circumstances of the coun- 
try. The immense number of volunteers, 
mounting to no less than 400,000 men; 
the 200,000 that were drawn from, your 
population for recruiting of the army and 
navy, rendered it an act of necessity-—of 
urgent, inevitable necessity, and such a mea- 
sureas never would be resorted to but under 
the pressure of that necessity. 1. shall not 


attempt to follow the right hon. gent. above 
me (Mr. Pitt) through all the details of 
the complicated plan he has opened to you, 


but I have one great, and to my mind, de- 
cisive objection to-offer to it, and that is, 
that it tends to the creation of a great and 
military establishment. Sir, 

for one, will never give my consent. for 
placing a great portion of the community 
under the control. and inspection of. offi- 
cers, who, however individually respecta- 
ble, should not be vested with the power 
and the opportunity of continually téasing 
and soliciting the persons under their con- 
trol, to engage for general seryige. There 
were also other causes whith lately im- 


. peded the recruiting service. The time 


was happily unfavourable to it ;>I say hap- 
pily, because the cheapness of provisions 
removed that necessity to seek for sub- 
sistence, that the lower classes of society, 
always experience. in, time of scarcity, and 
the 200,000 men that were enrolled into 
the army.and. navy, left scarcely a dis- 
poseable person in the country., As to 
that part of the plan which proposes the 
connecting of regiments with particular 
counties, although [ always speak with dif- 
fidence on military matters, yet I am 
obliged to dissent from it, because not suf- 
ficiently taking into consideration the va- 


_ Tieties of character of the different manu- 


facturing, agricultural, -and, commercial 


counties, I think, it islikely to produce ex- 


treme. inconvenience, and scarcely one 
practical advantage. Upon the whole, I. 
can discover nothing in the plan to induce 
mé to give my consent to defer the present 
measure. Now, Sir, much has been said 
by the right hon. gent..on the floor, _ Mr. 
Windham) and by those who co-operate 
with him, respecting the spontaneous zeal 
which has been manifested by the country, 
so much to its. honour, and, I trust, as 
much to its advantage. Sir; my noble 
friend has’well explained what our seuti- 
ments on that subject are. lie has said, 
and truly said, that the zeal of the country, 
was a voluntary aid afforded to the govt. 
at acritical period; and that the only me- 
rit that govt. claimed, was that of having 
given a beneficial direction toa great pub- 
lic. principle. , The zeal of the country, 
confess, has amply conferred on ministers 
the means, of providing for our domestic 
defence. But was it that spon aneous zeal, 
which enabled govt. to hold in blockade 
every one of the enemy’s ports, from the 
Texel to the Adriatic? Was it that spon- 
taneous zeal, which enabled the executive 
govt. toeffect greater conquests within the 
first six mouths of the war, than have been 
atchieved in almost the same number. of 
campains in former wars? That zeal Iwill 
acknowledge, and acknowledge with grati- 
tude, has given us that description of force, 
which that right hon. gent. holds cheap, 
the hearts and hands of 400,000 volun- © 
teers; but, at the same time, I will take 
the liberty to say; that zeal has not given 
us all the means that have been so success-- 
fully applied in ma:ntaining the honour, 
and the interests of the empire. The 
right hon. gent. has often dwelt on the ne-.- 
cessity of promoting tue recruiting ser- 
vice. But does he, can he suppose that 
is to be accomplished by one mode only? 
Would he have been satisfied with the re- 
sult of the means suggested by that ? Iam 
persuaded he would not... The right hon. 
gent. well knows, that it requires. various, 
measures to draw out the population of 
the country, and to induce a change in its 
habits; that the means which have been — 
successful at one time, may cease to ope~ 
rate in the same way; and, therefore, that. — 
of necessity different means be 
sorted to, At present, this country pos-. 
/sesses agreater military force than any in 
the world, and much greater, I am happy, 


say, than the enemy we. have most to. 


apprehend from, can oppose to us. That 
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force would never have existed to the ex- 
tent that it does, if it was not diversified. 
-The army of reserve act has operated a 
sufficient length of time, no present ad- 
vantages result from it, and I therefore 
think it would be judicious-to try what 
the temporary suspension of it -may do, 
towards increasing the disposeable force of 

Mr. Windham explained, by declaring, 
that he had never applied the ridiculous 

@xpressions attributed to him, nor any 
thing like them. 

Mr. Canning.—I shall not detain the 
house by discussing the merits of the ques- 
tion at this late hour; but, Sir, the speech 
of the right bon. gent. who has just sat 
down, has so altered the ground on which 
the house is going to vote, or rather. has 

so completely disclosed what ministers stu- 
diously concealed, that I cannot forego 
the opportunity of exposing the real ob- 
jection of that right hon. gent. to the plan 
suggested by my right hon. friend (Mr. 
Pitt.) The colleagues of that fight hon. 
gent. have admitted that there were some 
thinys in the plan of my right hon. friend 
- worthy of consideration, and said they 
might be fit subjects to be adopted at 
some future time; but the right hon. gent. 
js quite at variance with his colleagues, 
anid sees nothing in the plan but the great- 
est mischief. He wishes to throw every 
odium and obloquy upon it, and to endea- 
vour to convince the people of England, 
that its object is to raise a regular force by 
ballot for foreign service, contrary to the 
manner in which it has been commented 
upon by every candid man, contrary to 
the manner in which it has been com- 
mented upon by his own colleagues, by 
the whole house. He would represent it 
as 4 plan hostile to the constitution, arbi-. 
trary in its principles, and jin its operation 
oppressive to the people. And mark, Sir, 
by what candid and delicate traits he at- 
tempts to give it this colouring, and main- 
- tain this constructiob. He says, the-act 
will expose nien raised by ballot, to be 
importuned to engage in foreign service. 
The right hot. gent. he who has just pro- 
posed a bill to enable the militia of Ire- 
land to extend their’ service beyond the 
terms upon which they were raised, ‘and 
contrary to the original nature of their 


é@stablistitnent, now comes forward and 


arraigns the proposition of my right hon. 
friend, ‘as an unconstitutional mode of 


increasitig the regular force by a modifica. | 


tion’ Of the army of reserve. Surely, after 


the Irish militia, it is inconsistent for the 
right ‘hon. gent. to condemn the plan of 
my right hon. friend, and to say in limiae,. 
that it is a plan ‘to raise men upon unjust 
pretences. I ask, Sir, if this be decent? 
I ask if it be not a gross misconstruction 
of my right hon. friend’s plan? The col. 
leagues of the right hon. gent. have not 


consideration, but that this is not the pro- 
per time. Nay, my noble friend (Lord 
Castlereagh) says he hopes the time will 
come when he can approve its adoption; 
and the reason he assigns is, because he 
wishes to have two strings to his bow, and 
I hope the time will come when the noble 
Lord will realize his wishes. My right 
hon. friend says, he wishes to take the 


into it life and soul: but the Sec. at War 
says, ‘* no; bring forward your measure, 
we do not want to underminé your plan, 
we only mean to take away the foundation 
from it.” But the right hon. the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer differs from them 


a present or a future measure, on the 
ground that it is hostile to the constitu- 
tion, and adverse to the liberties of the 
people. “Those who vote for the question 
must be convinced that the plan of my 
right hon. friend is bad, and that it is 
therefore necessary to hurry the business 
through the house, in order that they 
may take away the foundation which my 
right hon. friend says is essential to his 
|plan, and without which he cannot bring 
rit forward. But it is not merely of want 
of candour I have a right to complain. 
‘It is inconsistent, surely, in ministers to 
praise the army of reserve bill at the very 
‘time they wish to destroy it. Their con- 
|duct, in this respect, reminds me of the 
story of the goose that Taid the golden 
eggs. A foolish boy was advised to kill 
the bird, hoping to get a quicker and 
larger supply of the eggs than usual, So 
with the bill. It is praised as having been 
productive, and this is the only reason as- 
signed for wishing to destroy it. 

Mr. Bastard spoke against the amend 
ment. .His only objection to the bill was, 
that it did not go far enough; that instead 
of ‘only suspending, it did not repeal the 
army of reserve act entirely. ‘There were 


inany reasons for getting rid of it, which 


advising the extension of the service of » 


said 80. ‘They say the plan is worthy of ° 


skeleton of the army of reserve bill, to. 
give it body and substance, and to infuse - 


both. He dislikes the whole, whether as - 
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é#guéd much more powerfully than the 
-gnost persyasive eloquence could do for 
its continuance: He-had seen fathers and 
_. motliers, nay, whole families, in the great- 
- gst agony and distress to procare a substi- 
tute for a child, or other near relative, 
drawn for the army of reserve, It was a 
measure only to be resorted to in case of 
liecessity; but no nécessity now existed in 
a degree commensurate with the misery 
which thé measure induced. Instead of 
being afraid of ‘invasion, it was the anx- 
jows wish’ of the people that the enemy 
shotild come, because they were confident 
of success, For his own part, if a greater 
force were necessary, he would rather in- 
crease the navy than the army; and he 
‘was sute the hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), from 
his constitutional principles, and the jea- 
lousy which he consequently entertained 
of a standing army, must be of the same 
- dpinion.—The question was now loudly 
 ealled for from every part of the house. 
Mr. J. H. Browne endeavoured to vin- 
dicate, at length, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, but was so much interrupted 
by the‘impatience of the house in calling 
- for the question, that we could not collect 
the drift of his argument.—The question 
was again called for with much veliemence, 
on which 
The Attorney General rose, and spoke 
to the following effect :—Sir; the pain 
that I feel in intruding myself upon an 
unwilling audience, can only be equalled 
by the pain 1 feel now, and should feel 
when I lay down my head, if I were to 
suffer the most unjust, the most unchari- 
‘table misinterpretation of my right hon. ' 
friend’s* speech to pass without notice, 
Had ‘my right hon. friend used any ex- 
pression that could have borne such a 
construction, instead of rising with eager- 
hess, with vehemence, if the right hon. 
gent. has any recollection of former ha- 
bits and connexions, if ever he called him 
friéud; he tnust have known that my right 
hon, friend could not have intended to 
tse the expression iu sach a sense, and he 
_ Ought in candour, in justice, and in fair- 
hess, to have given him an opportunity to 
explain, instead of taking him up with so 
much precipitancy, and pronouncing such 
abhasty and positive censure. But I did 
not understand my fight hon. friend to 
have used any expression. that could have 
borne -thé interpretation which the right 
hon. gent. has been pleased to give of his 


one set of gent. opposed the bill upon one 
ground, and another set opposed it upon 
another. Surely, there is uo odium or 
}obloquy in this observation.” Men m 
fairly oppose the same measure from dif- 
ferent motives; and sutely to say so, does 
not insitiuate any thing unreasonable in 
their conduct, or imply censure. My 
right bon. friend says, he considers the 
army of reserve as a harsh measure, which 
he would not look to as permanent, and 
therefore would resort to it only in a case 
of necessity, and that he would not ex- 
pose meti to be importuned fo enlist in 
the regular army, a situation in which 
they were placed in the army of reserve. 
But this was far from saying, as my right 
hon. friend is charged, that the right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Pitt) wanted to raise a regular 
army by ballot. I shall now, Sir, say a 
few words upon some observations that 
have been made in the course of the 
night. It has been said that ministers, 
by admitting the zeal of the country, pro- 
nounce their own condemnation. If the 
right hon. gent. and his friends should 
come into office, I fancy they would net 
have much of that sort of condemnation; 
I should rather think they would have a 
tolerably large share of acquittal. A right 
hou. gent. (Mr. Windham) says, he will 
not dwell long upon the subject, as he 
does not wish to deface the impression of 
the beautiful variety of our arguments, 
and that we are reeling to and fro like 
drunken inen; but if he is constantly fol- 
lowing us in all these reelings, if he is 
constantly opposing every proposition that 
comes from ministers, I should be glad to 
know how he can be consistent, how he 
can avoid a participation in that beautiful 
variety for which he gives them credit? . 
If opposition to every measure of ministers 
be consistency, I .will allow the right hon, 
gent. 1s as consistent as it is possible for 
man to be. a 
Mr. Canning. —I rise for the express 
purpose of saying, that I understood the 
words of the right hon. gent. to convey a 
direct censure upon my right hon. friend. 
Thé Chancellor of the Exchequer.—I rise 
‘to say, that there was nothing in my 
thoughts, nor in what I said, to warrant 
such an interpretation. 
Sir John Wrottesley.—If I understand 
the English language, I must say that the 
construction is a fair one. But, Sir, I 
will not rely on my own opinion. I ap- 


Speech, My right hon. friend said, that 


peal to the house, whether the right hon. 
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- the speech delivered so many months ago 


Jhad ever been. uttered from his. lips, he 


_ boat to carry him safe over, and then de- 


_ evils of the army of reserve act in its. ope- 


If, said he, by any exertions or labour of 


_ keteers to the army appointed to defend 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, in his speech 
was not endeavouring to throw every 
odium upon the plan proposed by the 
right hon. gent. under the. gallery (Mr, 
Pitt). I appeal to the house, whether-—— 
The Speaker.—I have always .under- 
stood, that when an hon. member disa- 
Vows sentiments imputed to him, it is not 
customary to renew the imputation. 

Sir John Wrottesley resumed, He said, 
he conceived himself perfectly,in order in 
mentioning what he did, as the right hon. 
gent, had certainly said that the measure 
was aibitrary, unconstitutioual, and tended 
to dragoon men into the army: There 
might be a beautiful variety in the system 
of ministers, but there was something dis- 
gusting in their arguments. ‘The right hon. 
gent. (Mr, Addington) had used the army 
of reserve act, as he had used the right 
hon, gent. (Mr. Pitt), he had used it as a 


serted it. 
Sir R. Buxton forcibly described the 


ration, and supported the motion. 

Lord De Blaquiere rose amidst a loud 
clamour for the question. He said, if 
gent. were not disposed to hear him,. he 
had better not speak: but that he should 


have difficulty to bring himself to believe, | 


that at a crisis like the present, when every 
thing that was dear to man was at stake, 
there should be avy member in that house 
who was not willing to sacrifice another 
half hour of his rest to the furtherance of 
the urgent business which was before them. 


mine, I shall add a single file of mus- 


us, I shall think myself more than paid 
for all the trouble I have had.—But first, 
his lordship. begged leave, in one short 
word, to animadvert upou what the King’s 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had said on 


by his hon. friend (Mr. Windham.) He 
(Lord de Blaquiere) was in the house, 
and treacherous as his memory at his time 
of life might be supposed, it would not, 
he trusted, desert him upon this occasion. 
He had the most periect recollection of 
what passed, and that nothing of what 
had been imputed to bis right hon. friend, 


undertook most distinctly to assert. That 
his right hon. friend had reprobated the 
mode with which thé militia system had 
been arranged and conducted by the mi- 
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nisters of the crown, he to the fullest ex~ 
tent admitted; but, that any thing like a” 
sentiment casting directly or. obliquely 
any, reflection upon the body of the mili. 


tia of the kingdom, be did most explicitly 


aud unequivocally deny. Gent. he said, 
ought maturely to weigh such charges, 
even when taken up at the moment, be- 
fore these accusations were made ;. but 
under all the circumstances, lapse. of time, 
party spirit, and other aggravations com. 
bined, he had no hesitation to say and to. 
assert, and he appealed to the, house and» 
to the chair, that the charge was not/only 
unfounded and indecorous, but unparlia. 
mentary.—He meant to oppose, the bill, 
and upon these grounds... His Majesty's 
Sec, of State had observed, that.the use 
of the army of reserve had gone by, they | 
could get no more men: if.so, if this was 
the fact, wherefore the necessity of bring. 
ing in this bill? The army of reserve could 
get no more men, consequen.ly could not 
create the competition complained of— 
To raise meu for the disposeable force of 
the country, and which plan would. soon- 
est and best effect that purpose, was.the 
point at issue, By the statement of, the 
right hon, Sec, it appeared, that sooner 
than 6 morths uot a single company of 
these new levies could be called into sere 
vice. Was this the case with the plan 
suggested by the right hop, member (Mr. 
Pitt) ?. Was there a man in the house who 
would believe, that with the sense, spirit, 
and exertions of that right hon. gent. be 


would require even half that time for the 


purpose? ‘The plan of the right hon. mem- 
ber (Mr, Pitt) was simple, expedient, and 
practicable. It required not -his tran- 
scendant eloquence to enforce it. Somes 
thing very like a majority of that house 
were already impressed with a. due sense 
of its merits; many days could not pass 
withcut its being brought into effect. But, 
said the noble Lord, what I contend for 
is, that by the measure proposed. you will 
not only fail in raising men for an aug: 
meutation to the regular army, but. you 
will cripple that army, so as to make it far 
less equal to those great exertions in your 
defence, which at this moment you,are. so. 
justly entitled to depend upon. Will you 
expect these levies are to be made under 
the present terms? Will it be. possible to 
suppose that officers will get. men, without 
giving money to the recruits? Js it nota 
mockery upon the understandings of men 
to suppose it? Is it not holding out a) 
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premium to the gallant soldier to disobey 
the orders under which he acts, when you 
tell him, he shall not obtain his rank, 
-ynless he gets his men, which we all know 
are not to be got without bigh bounties, 
and acting in the teeth of those orders 
which tell him he shall give none? That 
he shall not get a step in his profession, 
unless ‘he violates those principles which 
have met-the fullest reprobation of both 
sides of this house,-and to the withstand- 
ing of which is not in the withstanding of 
human nature? You will, therefore, under 
the system stated, get no men. But this 
js not the worst.. Have hon. gent. consi- 
dered, that under the teruss stated by the 
right-hon, Sec. more than 400 officers of 
tie line are to be taken out of the line, 
and locked up in villages, as. recruiting 
serjeants, for the next 6 months te come? 
Four hundred officers, the best in your 
service, for the best they will be; the il- 
Justrious-person at the head of our army, 
with the constant care and attention he 
has ever shewn to its welfare and disci- 
pline, will suffer none but the most expe- 
rienced and deserving to avail themselves 
of the advantage, consequently upwards 
of 400 of the very best of the officers of 
your army are to be taken out of it, at the 
momeot, perhaps, of all others, when their 
services could least be spared; and that 
for a period of 6 months it is not left in 
the power of the crown, under the condi- 
tions proposed, to supply. the, vacancies. 
Sir, this I look upon to be fatal to the 
scheme proposed, were there nothing else 
objectionable in it; but T will enlarge no 
farther.—Another word, said Lord de B. 
aid'I'have done.’ From every corner of 
the house, listing for a term of years is 
pressed by every gent. who has spoken 
upon the subject. We, the only country 
in Rurope who resist the policy—we, who 
boast of our freedom, will be served by 
nothing but slaves. Shew me the law, he 
desired, which compelled the practice. 
He believed there was none; and as to its 
practicability, he begged the house to in- 
dulge him in the recital of the few remain- 
ing words he had to say. In the ‘year 
1760, his Majesty’s 17th regiment of dra- 
goons was raised. Ile was appointed a 
field officer to it, and on his shoulders was 
principally lain the levy of the regiment. 
it was raised in London, and having re- 
ceived from the Sec. at War, to whom he 
epplied, no order to, the contrary, he 
~hsted all the men for 3 years. In 1763, 
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being with the regiment in Scotland, he 


-re-inlisted them all again, with very few 


exceptions, and at very small bounties, 
for 3 years more; and in the year 1766 
he re-inlisted them in the same manner — 
again’ for-7 years more. ‘The regiment 
was then sént to America, and he believed 
it to be perfectly well known, that no re- 
giment in his Majesty’s service was ever 
more distinguished for gallantry and con- 
duct than the 17th dragoons. The house 
would make the apphcation; it was too 
late to say more. He was thankful for 
the atteniion it had condescended to shew 
him. He should of course vote for the 
amendment. 

Mr. Jarvis defended the conduct of mi- 
nisters. He gave the credit of the spon- 
taneous zeal of the country, in a consis 
derable degree, to ministers, had 
shewn such wisdom, moderation; and’ love 
of the constitution, as to conciliate the 
affections of the country, which he was 
confident'were in unison with their feelings 
and intentions. 

Sir Robert Williams requested to know, 
whether the plan proposed would tend to 
relieve parishes from the heavy burden of 
the army of reserve. 

Mr. Pi#t'said, he had been so’ much 
misunderstood by several gent. and parti- 
cularly ‘by. the learned gent. 
(Mr. Jarvis),* that he hoped the house 
would permit, him, very shortly to explain 
one or two, pomts.. It seemed to be un- 
derstood by seme gent. that he meant to 
adopt the plan of the army of reserve, 
without any mitigation of ts present hard- 
ships. He must have very much failed in 
expressing his meaning if he did not dis- 
tinctly state: that it was one of his objects 
to mitigate the hardships of that bill, both 
as it related to individuals and to pa- 
rishes; that instead of a ballot, which 
would compel a man_ either to serve in 
person, or to pay a large bounty, that the 
ballot should be so distributed, that the 
person drawn might be excused from serv- 
ing, on paying a small fine, which was to 
be laid out in giving bounties for general 
recruiting; or if the’ person, did choose to ' 
serve, that he should receive a bounty for 
it. The difference between him and his — 
Majesty’s ministers was this: he wished to 
establish a permanent * measure, which 
should be less severe in its operation than 
the army of reserve bill, while they wished 
to renew it on a future occasion, without 


any mitigation whatever.— After a few 
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Sneyd, N. 


words from. Mr. Sec. Yorke, the. Hom Mackenzie, Gen, Ay > 
. For Mr. Pitt’s motion -. 203. 

Against it 


- 


of the M Minority 


Anson, ‘Thomas 
Antonie, W. Lee 
Adair, Robert 
Adems, W. 
Ww, 

Wey, George 
Bankes, 
Binning, Lord 
Bertie; General 
Barclay, George 
Barham, Foster 
Bootle, Wilbraham 
Barne, | Snowdon 


Beresford, Lord G. 
Beresford, J. 
Brooke, 

Byng, George 

Best, Serjeant 
Blaquiere, Lord 
Bouveric, Hon. E. 
Bradshaw, R. 
Bligh, Thomas 
Burroughs, Wm. 
Barclay, Sir Robert _ 
Bourne, Sturges 


Bruce, ec... 

_ Cooke, Bryan ; 
Creevey, 
Courtenay, John 
Canning, George 
Cartwright; W.iR. 
Cowper, Hon. E. 
Caulfield, Hon, H. 
Craufurd, Col. 
‘Chapman, 
Codrington, C. 
Calcraft, John 
Cavendish, Lord. G. 
Cavendish, W. 
Carbery, Lord 
Coke, Edward 
Combe, Harvey 
Daltymple, Sir H. 
Dennison, J. 
Dickenson, W. sen. 


_ Dundas 
Dundas, Hon. W. 
‘Dundas, Hon. C, 
Dunfas, Hon. L. 
Dundas, Hon. G. 
Dundas, Philip 
‘Dent, John 
‘Dillon, Hon. H. A. ” 
Elford, Sir Wm. 
Ellis, C. R.. - 
Euston, Earl of 
Eliot, Hon. Ww. 


Eliot, W. 


verett, T. 
son, James 


Fitzharris; Lord - 


Foster, Joho 


Foljambe, F. F. 
Francis, Philip 
‘Fitzpatrick, General : 
Fitzhugh, Wm. 
Folkestone, Lord 
Graham, Col. f 
Graham, Sir 

Gregor, Francis 
Gunning, G. WwW. 
Garland, G. . 

Gower, Lord Ls 
Grenville, Right Hon. T. 
Grenfell, Pascoe 
Hammet, 

Hill, W. 

Hamilton, Lord 
‘Henderson, A. 


Hippesley, Sir'J. 
Har 


diman, 


Marrison, J. 


Heathcote, Sir Ww. 


Hulkes : 
Hutchinson, Hon., 


jet 
emery 


Joliffe, Hylton 


‘Johnstone, 
Kinnaird, Hon. 
Kensington 
Kirkwall, Vise. 
Laseelles, E. 
Lascelles, H. 2 
Leigh, R. H, 
Lenox, Gen. 


Long, Rt. Hon. Cuaies 


Latouche, P. 


+ Latouche,. 


Louvaine, d. 
Lowther, John 
Lowther, {ames 
Langton, Gore 


_ Laurence, Dr. 
. Lawley, Sir R. 


Lambton, R. John 
Leland, General 
Macdowal; A. 
Manning, W. 
Milbank, Sir R. 
Mostyn, Sir T. 
Marsham, Lord 
Mildmay, 
Morpeth, Lor 
Maddocks, W. A. 
Milner, Sir Wiltiam 
Morland, W. 


r 240 a 
_ Majority 


John 
ontgomery, J. 
Moore, 
Moore, G, P, 
Mundy, E..M. 
Newport, Sir Joha 
Nort » Dudley 
Norton, Cc. 
Osborne, John 
Ossulstone, Lord 
Ord, William 
Pelham, Hon. C, 
Poyntz, W, 

Peel, Sir R.. 


Penn 
k: 
Petty, Lord H. 


-Pierse, Henry 


Pitt, Right Hon, W. 


Porchester,, Lord. 


Portman, E. Be 
Praed, W. 
Preston, Sir R. 


‘Phipps, Hon, E. 


Plumer, Wm. 

Pytches, 
Popham, Sir H. 
Rochford, G, 
Ryder, Hon, 
Russell, Lord Wm. 
Rooke, General 
Rose, Rt. Hon. G. | 
Rose, George H. 
Rutherford, G. 
Scott, Claude 

Scott, S. 


. Scott, Jos. 


Sir 


Shakespeare 
Smith, S. 


Smith, G. 
. Smith, — 


Smith, 


_ Spencer, Lord R. 


St, John, St. And. 
Stanhope, Spencer ~ 


Smith, Asheton 


Somerset, Lord E. 
Stanley, Lord 


Stewart, 


Temple, Ea 
Thornton, H. 
Thornton, S. 


Thornton, Rabert 


Turner, Edm.’ 
Thellusson, P. I. 
Tarleton, General 
Townshend, Lord 


Villiers, Hon, J. C. 


Ward, Robert 
Ward, Hon. J. W. 
Whitbread, 
Wilberforce, Wm... 
Wyte, M. 
Walpole, G, 
Williams, Sir R. 


Windham, Right Ho .W 
Wynne, Sir W. W. 


Wynne, C. W. 
Wroitesley, Sir Je 
Wigram, R. 
Western, C. C. 
Wharton. John 
Winnington, Sir E, 


Wood, George 
Young, Sir Wm. 


MOUSE oF LORDS. 
Thursday, April. 26. 
The several bills. before the house were 
forwarded : in. their respective. stages, 


Among these, the Irish Linen Manufac- 


turers’ bill was read a third time and 
passed, and 4 message sent to, acquaint the 


Commons thereof—The Earl of Aylesbury, - 


and Lords Clive and Seaforth were sworn, 
and took their seats.—Certain Accounts 
from the East India Directors, laid annually 
before parliament, were presented by Mr, 
Owen, and ordered to lie on the table. 
Some private business was then disposed of, 
after which their Lordships adjourned 1 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Thursday, April 26, 
[Minutes.]—The house met at four 


o’clock, and proceeded to ballot for a com- 
{| mittee to es the right of: ‘election 1 in the 
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‘the commencement thereof; together with 


“tain accounts of the revenues, charges, 


keard, when the: ‘following names were re- 
turned as appearing on the reduced list :— 
R. Gervas Ker, Esq. Js. Martin Lloyd, 
Fs). Joseph H. Strutt, Esq. H. Juddrell, 
Esq. Jobu Princep, Esq. Sir Rob. Barclay, 
Bart. Right Hon. W. Windham, Lord Vis. | 
Loftus, M. Russell, Esq. Sir Mat. Bloxam, 
Hon. C. Kinnaird, C. M. Ormsby, Esq. 
Rob. Holt Leigh, Esq.—Nominees, Hon. 
€. J, Fox, and Wm. Sturges Bourne, Esq. 
—Mr. Irving, from the office of the In- 
spector-General of the Customs, presented 
“an Account of the Duties received on 
the export of Linens from G. Britain since 


the amount of Bounties paid thereon ;” 
also, “an Account of the quantity of wine 
imported into, and exported from, G. Bri- 
fain in 5 years, ending 5th Jan. 1804; 

distinguishing each year, and how much 
remained under bond on the 5th Jan. in 
each year ;” and also, “ an Account of the 
quantity of Raw Sugar imported into, and 
“of raw and refined sugar exported from, G. 
Britain in 3 years, ending 5th Jan, 1804, and 
of the duties paid, and drawbacks and boun- 
ties received thereon.” Ordered, that the 
said accounts do lie upon the table.—-Mr. 
Owen, from the Directors of the I. India 
Comp. presented a paper, intitled, “ Re- 
turn to the act of the 33d of his present 
Majesty, cap. 52. sec. 126, requiring cer- 


&c. of the I. India Comp. to be laid betore 
both houses of parliament.”—Mr. Owen 
also presented, “* An Account of the dates 
of all dispatches transmitted by the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors of 
the E. India Comp. to the several Presi- 
dencies in India, relative to his Majesty's 
message to parliament of the 8th of March, 
1803; and to the rupture with France, 
together with an account of the receipt of 
those dispatches in India; and also, an 
account of the dates of dispatches sent by 
the Court of Directors of the E. India Com. 
‘or the Secret Committee of thesame, to the 
island of St. Helena, with reference to his 
ajesty’s message to parliament of the 8th 
March, 1803, and also to the rupture with 
France, together with the dates at which the 
same were respectively received.” Ordered 
to lie upon the table, and to be printed.— 
On the motion of Lord W. Russell, the 
‘house went into a Committee on the Sta- 
“tute Duty Bill. When the house resumed, 
the report was brought up, and the bill 
‘ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 
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the Newfoundland Ships Bill. The clauses 
were agreed to without amendment; the 
report was received, when the house re- 
sumed, and the Bill was read a third time 
and passed.—Mr. Vausittart presented, 
‘** an Account of the amount of the Exche- 
quer Bills outstanding’ on the 18th April 
in the years’ 1798-9, 1800, 1, 2, 3, and 
4;” also, ‘* an Account of the amount of 


| the Exchequer Bills in the hands of the. 


Bank on the 18th April in the same 
years.” Ordered to lie upon the table, 
and to be printed.—The Clergy Orders’ 
Bill was read a 3d time, passed, and or- 
dered to be sent to the Lords.—The Mili- 
tia Adjutants’ and Militia Officers’ Bill 
were read a second'time, and committed. 
[Poor or Inetann.]—Sir John New- 
port rose to make his promised motion re- 
specting the situation of the poor of Ire- 
land. ‘Twenty-eight of the 32 counties of 
Ireland had not yet sent in the returns or- 
dered by the house, of the nronies levied. 
in that country. The established system 
of the poor laws was, he said, so inter- 
woven with the law of the country, that 
perhaps it might be unnecessary to make 
any observations upon it; but in Ireland, 
where there were no laws for the support 
of the poor, and legislation had never in- 
terfered about them, farther than to punish ~ 
vagrants, it would be now necessary to 
consider what legislative provision ought to 
be made in Ireland, for the employing the 
poor, supporting the aged and infirm. and 
the maintenance af orphans and found. 
lings. He should not himself -propose at 
present any specific plan; but concluded 
by moving, ‘That a committee be appoint- 
ed to revise the laws nows existing in Ire- 
land with respect to the maintenance of 
the poor, and that the said committee 
should report their opinion and observa. 
tions thereupon to the House.” This mo- 
tion was carried without epposition, and a 
select committee appointed for the purpose. 
[Army or Reserve Suspension Bit] 
—The house resolved itself into a commit- 
tee on the army of reserve suspension bill. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke stated, that it was 
fit that some reasonable fine should be 
levied on the counties which were defi- 
cient in supplying their quotas according 
to the former act. The tribunal to which 
he should propose to refer the returns 
made utder that act, was to consist of the 
deputy lieutenants and the magistrates for 
the county, and their report should, of 


| sPhe House went into 2 Committee on 
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course, be sent up to the War Office. ‘Mee 
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‘Tight bon. secretary explained minutely the 
various other provisions of the bill. It 
was then read in the committee, and seve- 
ral amendments were made. ‘The house 
having resumed, the report was brought 
up and ordered to be received to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDs. 
Friday, April 27. 


_. Counsel were heard in continuation re- 
lative to the Scotch Appeal, James Hunter, 
Esq... the Earl of Kinnoul, and others, 
viz. Mr. Adam, at considerable length, as 
Jeading counsel for the respondents. ‘The 
farther hearing of the case was adjourned 
till Wednesday next.—The Earl of Peter- 
borough was sworn and took his seat.— 
The Eight Millions Exchequer Bills Bill, 
the Million and a Half Exchequer Bills 
Bill, the Irish Militia Bill, English Militia 
Bill, Militia Pay Bill, Militia Adjutants’ 
Bill, Militia Officers’ Bill, Newfoundland 
Ships’ Bill, and three private Bills, were 
brought up from the Commons, and read a 
first time.—The bills on the table were 


forwarded in their respective stages; after. 


which, the house adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, April 27. 


[Minures.J—Mr. Johnson, from the , 


office of the Chief Secretury of Ireland, 
‘presented, “ Returns of the number of bal- 
lotted men serving in the Militia for the 
Counties of Carlow, Longford, North 
Down, South Down, and Waterford, being 
the only corps, which, on the embodving of 
the Militia in Ireland, received bullotted 
-men.” Ordered to lie upon the table.— 
On the motion of Mr. Vansittart, the 8 
Millions Exchequer Bills’ bill, the 1 Million 
-and-a half Exchequer Bill’s bill, and the 
- Militia Pay Bill, were read a 3d time and 
passed.—Mr. Vansittart moved, That 
there be laid before the house, an account 
_of the application of 500,0001. granted for 
the service of Ireland, for the year 1803.” 
Ordered.—The Militia Adjutants’ bill, and 
_the Irish’ Militia Pey bill were read a 3d 
time and passed.—Mr. Corry presented a 
petitionfor leave to bring in a bill to ena- 
ble the Archbishop of Dublin to sell the 
official Palace to govt. fur the purpose of 
making Barracks. .. Leave was accordingly 
given, and a committee appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill conformably to the 
said petition.—-Sir J. Anderson brought up 
tbe report of the committee appointed to 
tuke into consideration the petition from 
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the Company of London Bakers. Ordered 


to lie on the table. —Mr. Corry having 


moved that the order of the day be read 
for a committee of the whole house on the 
Irish Revenue Regulation Bill, moved the 
postponement of the said committee till 
this day se’nnight, which was agreed to 
accordingly.—A message was received from 
the Lords, announcing their concurrence 
with the Irish Linen Manufacture Regula- 
tion Bill, and also to five private bills. 
{Votunrrer ConsoLipation 


—The Seeretary at War moved, that the . 


amendments made by the Lords in the Vo- 


lunteer Consolidation bill be taken into © 


consideration. Upon wl:ich, 
The Speaker reminded the house, that 


the course here was to follow the prece-: 


dent of the year 1757, and the whole mat- 
ter would afterwards come before the 
house for its consideration. 

Mr. IVhitbread considered this as a mat- 
ter likely to involve points essentially con. 
nected with the privileges of the Com- 


‘mons, for which reason he thought. that 


the report ought to be printed. ‘This pro- 
duced some conversation between Mr. 
Whitbread and the Secretary at War. 
The Speaker observed, it was important 
that the house should come to a right un- 
derstanding, as to the principle which 
should regulate its future proceedings on 
this bill. 
rule of rejecting a bill in toto, was only on 
account of amendments made by the Lords 
iu a bill of supply: where a bill was in the 
nature of enacting penalties, or the like, it 
was the custom of the House to disagree 
to the amendments made by the Lords, 
touching these points, but not to reject 
the bill in toto, on account of such amend- 
ments, unless it wasa bill of supply.—After 
some farther conversation between Mr. 
Secretary Yorke, Mr. Whitbread, and Mr. 
Curwen, the report was ordered for further 
consideration on Monday, aud to be printed. 
Accounrs.]—Mr. Foster rose 
to complain, that certain papers, for which 
he had some time since moved, respecting 
the public accounts of Ireland, and the 
making out of which could not cause any 
delay, had not yet been returned. He 
did not wish to make any motion upon the 
subject; but if they should not be forth- 
coming in a very few days, he must be 


under the necessity of moving some mea-— 


sure to enforce the orders. ; 
Mr. Corry answered, that some papers 


had arrived from Ireland this day,,,which. 


he did intend to have presented, He 


Ile took it to be clear, that the. 
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could not now accurately state what those 
papers were, or whether any of those 
alluded to by the right hon. gent. were 
amongst the number. ‘They would be laid 
before the house on monday; and he ven- 
tured -to say, at all events, he should be 
enabled satisfactorily to account for the 
delay complained of. 
Berkeley said, 
he had attended the house almost daily 
forsome time, in hopes of seeing some of 
the Lords of the Admiralty in their places 
in the house, to obtain an answer to. a 
question he wished to ask relative to a 
paper which had some time since been laid 
before the house, but he had not seen one 
ofthem, Ile now saw one of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers, who might, perhaps, be pre- 
pared to answer the questiou. Ile wished 
to know, whether the 15,000 marines were 
to be considered as over and above the 
$4,000 seamen that had been returned? If 
ministers were prepared for this question, 
he hoped some of the Lords of the Admi- 
talty would come down to answer it. 

Tierney expressed his. readiness to 
satisfy the hon. admiral. The 15,000 he 
could assure the gent. were exclusive of 
the other. The one is stated, the right 
hon. gent. added, from the navy office, and 
the other from the weekly returns; but 
the two are to be added, making in all 
about 100,000. 

[Hanovertan Troops.]—Mr. For 
rose, in pursuance of a notice he had 
given on a former day respecting a return 
of the transports employed for conveying 
Hanoverian troops to this country, and 
the date of the order for employing them, 
together.with the date of the embarkation 
of such troops, Ile thought there could 
have been no difficulty in the way of ob- 
faining such a return; but he understood 
this day, from an authoritative quarter, 
that there was an objection to the granting 
of it. He wished, therefore, to know ex- 


_plicitly, if that was the case, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it 


did not appear to him, from any, thing 


which had been offered by the hon. mem- 
ber on this subject, that he had. laid any 
adequate ground before the house, to shew 
the necessity for producing such a return ; 
and until such a ground should be clearly 
Made out, he certainly should entertain 
objections. 

Mr. Fox then gave notice, that he should 
bring forward a motion on this subject on 
Wednesday next. 


[In1su Loan.J—Mr. Corry moved the 
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order of the day for the. house to resolve, 
itself into a committee of the whole house,, 
to consider further of ways and means for 
raising a supply granted to his, Majesty, 
The house having resolved itself into. a, 


committee, the right. hon, gent, rose and, 


said, he felt it unnecessary to trespass long, 


upon the time of the. house, by going, at, 
any length into a statement of the, esti. 
mates for the expences of the, yearin, 
Ireland, a great part of which. havjng, 
been already voted, It was necessary, for: 
the present only to state, that as the per-, 
manent charges upon, the lvish establish-. 
ment for the years past had in some de- 
gree exceeded the appropriated. funds, it. 
had been thought proper.to borrow a joan, 
of 1,250,000], to be raised in Ireland, to, 
inake up the deficiency... It was impossible, 


at this moment for bim, to, state minutely, 


the particulars of the, m¢reased expendir, 
ture of the public service for Jreland, beth, 
here and in that, countzy, It would, be. 
impossible for him, at.this moment, to go, 
into a general statement of the charges on, 
Ireland; for, though.a considerable por-, 
tion of the: supplies. were voted, .@ .comsi-, 
derable number of the, services remain yet, 
to be voted in G. Britain as wel) as in Ire-, 
land; and until the whole supply, is. yoted,. 
it is impossible to ascertam distinctly what 
may be necessary. for the one.as well as the. 
other. It.was now his;purpose, at this ume; 
to move for a loan of the small sum of 
1,250,000],, which.sam, had already, been 
contracted for in Ireland, subject to the 
approbation of parliament, for which, it, 
was his intention t6 make provision am the 
ways and means, when that subject came 
before parliament, Ile should state the 
terms of the Joan, in ,erder to follow it 
with a motion, .if it should be the pleasure 
of the house to adopt the contract; and it 
would be for him, on a future day, and 
that not a distant ene, to state the whole 
of the charges. which will fall on Ireland 
for the year, and the ways and means for 
answering those charges. He should now, 
however, state the terms of the loan, that 
gent. might have an opportunity af know- 
ing how the matter stood; it wasa lean of 
one million and a quarter, to be funded 
in the 5 per cents.: the 5.per cent. inte- 
rest to be paid im. Ireland, to commence 
from the 25th of March last, and discount 
to be allowed, according to the custom of 
G. Britain, on anticipated payments, at the 
rate of 5 per cent.—The bidding was taken 
on the 20th of April inst.,in Dublin, te 
should state the terms of that bidding, and 
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the contract which ‘govt. was ready to en- 
ter into, subject to the approbation of par-J 
 Tiament: for every 1001; ‘the subscriber 
Was to have 1121. 7s. 3d. in stock. The 
thotiey to be raised was 1,250,000!. ‘The 
capital to be created amounted to no more 


than’ 1,404,000]. ‘The interest on the 1001. | 


money Was'at the rate of 51.12s. 4d. per 
annum.’ A sinking fund’ was created of 
Ofie’ per cent. to reduce the eapital, which 
rt the whole charge of interest anil sink- 
itig fund of 84,271; so that the contract 
was 89]. for 1001. stock. ~It was unneces- 
sary for him to'give any detail of the ad- 
vantages of these terms which he had now 
to propose; he should only state, that on 
the day on which this bidding was taken at 
89]. in the'5 per cent. stock in Ireland, it 
was only at 901. so that the bidding was 
within one per cent. ofthe market price of 
stock. He trusted it was unnecessary for 
Kim say more on’ this subject; but it 
might be satisfactory to the committee, 
that he should add this-one circumstance, 
that as far as he understood, the price of 
the 5 per cents. in thé market in London, 
on that day, (a thing hardly té be account- 
ed for), was not more than $01. 10s. It 
was t6 him an astonishing circumstance, 
and the consideration of that price in Ire- 
land upon this bidding, and the price here, 
shewed that this was as advantageous a 
loan as it was possible to expect under the 
present circumstances. He should not trou- 
ble the committee with any farther observa- 
tivhs, meaning to go into the detail, in the 
course of next week, of the whole charges 
of Ireland, and of the ways and means of 
defraying them. He concluded by moving, 
“ That. a sum not exceeding 1,404,000). 
be pranted to his Majesty, for the service 
of Ireland, for the current year, to be 
taised by loan.” —Agreed to. 
Army Estimates. ] 
Chanceltor of the Exchequer moved, 
that the house do resolve itself into a 
committee of Supply, and that the several 
estimates r¢lative to the army services, 
referred to the said committee. 
The Secretary at War said, that it was 
now his duty to state to the committee the 
supplementary estimates which were to be 
included in the general estimates of the 
year. The only item which he should at 
present forbear to state was, the expence 
of the militia of Ireland, which was not, 
as yet, a certained. The first sum which 
_ ‘he should propose to be voted, which was 
hot provided !or in the general estimates 
- of the year, was 730,0001. for the expence. 
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of the volunteers. The next article woul 
.bé for the expence of the new augnientd- 
tion to be made to the military force, thé 
principle of which had been already so 
much discussed in the house, that he should 
feel it unnecessary to make any farther ébw 
servations on it at present; he should only 
state, that the estimated expence of mak- 
ing this augmentation would be 200,000], 
which was allowing 130,000}. for G. Bris 
tain, and 70,000]. for Ireland; ‘there 
would be also a considerable expence in 
keeping up the foreign corps; which were 


now to be considerably augmented. Bes - 


sides the regiments of Meuron, Rolle, and 
Dillon, the Queen’s German regiment had 
received considerable augmentations of 
late: it was now intended that it should 
be the foundation of a’ German legion, 
consisting of 5000 men, of which 4000 
were already procured, and from thé exs 
isting circumstances, this legion was ats 
tended with one peculiar advantage, that 
those who joined it were not raw recruits, 
but veteran soldiers. The whole of the 
foreign corps at present, cluding some 
black troops in the West Indies, amounted 
to 7 or 8000 men; but this number was 
intended to be considerably increased, 


There was also included in the estimates ° 


which he now presented, the expences of 
recruiting of the general staff, and of sus 
pernumerary officers, ‘There was another 
article in which there would be a consi- 
derable increase in the expences of this 
year, namely, in making allowances for 
the lodging of the soldiers in Scotland, 
who had hitherto been billeted upon the 
inhabitants indiscriminately, to their great 
inconvenience. ‘Phere was also an in- 
crease this year in the expence of the bar- 
rack department of Ireland, from 334,000 
which was the estimated expence of the 
last year, to 461,0001. which was the esti- 
mated expence of the present year. He 
had also to state the expences of the Royal 
Military College, and of the Royal Mili- 
tary-Asylum. ‘The latter now required an 
expence of 32,6001. to compleat the build- 
ings that were necessary. The plan of it 
went to take in 1000 children of soldiers, 
-although the present number there did not 
exceed 200. As to the Royal Military 
College, it was found that, although by its 
original institution, military nren were to 
pay the annual sum of 401. for the chil- 
‘dren there, yet even this sum, small as it 
might seem for.that sort of education which 
was there given, and infinitely smaller than 
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were obliged to pay,. was yet too great for 
the means of many officers of low rank ; it 
‘was, therefore, now the plan that the chil- 


to judge and check every proceeding of ° 
the contractor, and without whose certifi< 
cate ho money was to be paid to any con- 


’ dren of the officers of very low rank in the 


army should be educated there gratis, and 
that there should be a scale of payment | 

ortioned to the rank in the army of the 
oficer who should seud his children there. 
At present there was no sufficient building 


tractor. Besides this, the public would 
be completely guarded against any loss for 
waste of time, extraordinary wages, or 

debts contracted, as the work was to be 
measured, and both that and the materials 
paid for at the ordimary rate of the vici- 


in Great Marlow to contain all the boys,} mage where such buildings were to be 
and they were obliged to lodge about the | erected, unless it were’ im very remote si+ 
town, which was a considerable inconve- | tuations, where extraordinary expeditiow 
tience : 11,2801. would be wanting this} should be required, and where it would 
year, for the purposes of this institution. | be but just to make a reasonable allow 
He then proceeded to state the expences |-ance, when the contractor was unavoid- 
of the barrack department, which he al. | ably subjected to extraordinary expence; — 
lowed. were extremely high but when it | either m conveying his men to a consider 
should be recollected, that in the course } able distance, or paying an extraordinary 
of the year they had provided accommo- | price for materials or laboer. Having 
dation for 56,000 troops near the sea} stated thus much for the satisfaction of 
cousts, it was not to be expected that a} the committee, he should be ready to give 
measure of such magnitude could be ac- } any further explanation which gent. might 
¢oniplished without a considerable degree | require. ‘The right hon. gent. concluded 
of expeuce. As to the expence of the | with moving, “ That a sum, not éxceé 
building of those barracks, he thought that | 98,6351. 12s. 2d. be granted to his’ Mé+ 
no contracts had ever been entered into | jesty, for the charge of recruiting and con¢ 
for buildings, where the contractors were | tingencies for the land forces .of Freland, 
more completely under the check and con- | from the 25th Dec, 1803; to the: atedene 
trol of the barrack master. The contracts | 1804.” 
were all made precisely according to the} Mr. Francis remarked ot the saconiens 
form of that which, in consequence of a] ency in the reasoning» of the right hon, 
motion of an hon. Admiral (Berkeley), | gent. in respect to the barfacks.' The ex+ 
. Was now on the table. The payment sti- | pence had exceeded all reasonable compu+ 
pulated was on the value of the materials, | tation, and deserved the serious attention 
and of the ordinary price of labour;| of the house; the extent of the charge 
whereas extra labour was generally re-j did not’at all correspond with the expe+ 
quired by the barrack master, in order to | dients stated to have been resorted to for 
bave the barracks soon finished, and yet | the purposes of public economy, and: if 
nothing could be demanded for this extra | some satisfactory explanation were not 
‘labour on the footing of the contraet; it} given, he should think it right to sabmit 
was certainly due in point of justice, but | the abuses which had prevailed to the ate 
fiot till the contract was properly exe- | tention of the house. 
cuted, This was certainly a powerful] The Secretary at War said, among the 
check upon the contractors, Although | more weighty charges on the barrack esta~ 
the expence of building or hiritig so many | blishment, was the construction of bat 
barracks was necessarily great, yet, on the | racks on the coast; and it was conceived — 
other hand, it must be admitted that it} that this measure, on a. variety of ac- — 
would save a great deal of money, not.| counts, would save a very considerable 
Sly in the lodging of soldiers, but/in the | expence in adjacent encampments.: It is 
encampments which it would otherwise be | rather premature to give any decisive opi+ 
necessary to make: for instance, in Kent | nion on the total charge in this important - 
or Essex it would be hardly necessary to | and necessary service, as the accounts are 
form camps, if good cantonments for the |} not yet made up, by which that opinion — 
Soldiers were already provided. The con- | must be guided. With regard to the exe- 
tract was now before the House, and was | cution of the works, if the right hon. gent, 
framed from a plan which met the appro- | entertained any doubts on that subject, it 
bation of military men of the first expe-}| would be candid if he would advert to - 
rience. The works were to be subject to } some particulars from which those doubts 
the control of a barrack master, who was | Originated : he confessed he had understood 
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nothing of the kind from. the barrack of- 
fice, and he trusted that the hon. gent. on 
further inquiry, would discover there was 
no just ground of complaint. The pay- 
ments in that department were conducted 
with the greatest regularity, at the same 
time securing the interest of the public, 
and. providing for the exigencies of the 
contractor.. The terms on which the en- 
Zagements are made, admit the latter to 
the benefit of instalments, and he is also 
entitled for money on account, in the pro- 
gress of his undertaking; but 12 per cent. 
1s retained until the conclusion of the bu- 
siness, to apply to any defect that may be 
discovered either in the quantity of the 
materials, or the structure of the edifice. 
No payment is made, excepting it be au- 
thorised by a certificate of the officers ap- 
pointed to survey the buildings, and bad 
materials are ordered to be, removed, and 
unsubstantial erections to be pulled down. 
No day-work is charged at a fixed price, 
but the price is regulated by the rate of 
labour paid in the respective counties 
where the service is performed. With these 
precautions, it is not possible to suppose 
- mauch, neglect can arise, or that the public 
money is employed without a correspond- 
ing advantage from.its application. 
_. Col. Craufurd said, that in the present 
thin attendance he should not make any 
remarks on the nature of the propositions 
submitted. by, the right, hon. the Sec. at 
War; but conceiving that ministers: had 
now presented, the ne plus ultra of their 
exertions for,the defence of the country, 
he ‘should take. the earliest. opportunity of 


delivering his,,sentiments upon all they. 


had done, and all they. appeared capable 

Mr. William Smith lamented the magni- 
tude of the burden in the barrack depart- 
ment, and considered that, contrary to 
what the right hon. gent. had stated, the 
present plan was subject to objections, 
both on account of the public and the in- 
dividual, .He would mention a single fact, 
by which it would appear that the interest of 
the last was not very sedulously consulted. 
A small contractor delivered in his ac- 
count, and was surprised to find a gross 
deduction made in it. He applied to the 
barrack office to, be informed of the parti- 
cular items to which the deduction re- 
ferred: it was vain that he remon- 
~ strated; he could. obtain no explanation, 
and he was at last told, that if he would 
‘not take the amount thus reduced, he 


might bring his action.. Although the de. 
duction exceeded the amount of his pro- 
fit, yet the whole affair was so small,. that 
he could obtain no. redress by bringing an 
action at the expence of 50 or 601. ‘The 
hon. member was of opinion, that the 
large discretionary powers given to the 
principal barrack officers, was neither con. 
sistent with public policy or private con- 
venience; but at. least it would be ex. 
pected, where they have such extensive 
confidence reposed, that they would use it 


with some moderation, and not only avoid . 
Injustice, but the appearance of it, by 
explaining to a,creditor their objection to 


his claim, 

The Secretary at War explained, . that 
the general character of the officers. to 
whom the barrack department was as- 
signed, would incline him to avoid hastily 
concluding that they were culpable in the 
particular to which the hon. gent. ad- 
verted. All the corrected accounts he had. 
seen in the course of his official duties, 
had the ground of objection stated on the 
face of the account against the item to 
which it applied. If the hon, gent. would 
privately communicate the circumstance 
of the grievance.to which he adverted, the 
matter should be examined, and any just 
ground of complaint should be .imme- 
diately removed. - At the same time he 
begged to observe, that all men who dealt 
with the barrack office, entered into con- 
tracts with their eyes open, as they were 
perfectly apprised of the discretionary 
power with which the barrack board .was 
invested. It was not such a discretion, 
however, as was likely to be abused from 
the character of those with whom. it 
rested, 

Mr. William Smith stated, that the man 
to whom he had alluded, had come twice 
from the Isle of Wight without being able 
to get his account settled. 

The Secretary at War then moved, “‘ That 
it be the opinion of the committee, &c. 
that the following sums should be granted 
for the following purposes, from the 25th 
of Dec. 1803, to the 24th of Dec. 18042” 
viz. 

Great Britain, Iveland. 
Recruiting and Con- 
tingenciesforIre- f. de 

land 98,655 12 3 
Gen, and Staff Of- 

ficers for ditto - 61,637 3 9 

934 6 5 


Ful! Pay to Supernu- 
32,530 07 
8,344 14 $8 


merary Officers 
- 158,214 70 


Officers 
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‘ Great Britain. Treland. 
Allowance to Inn- fe 
keepers, &c. - 347.000 00 108,464 9 3 
Half Pay and Mil. 
Allowances 


150,000 00 44,801 0 11 


‘Pitto, American 


Forces - 50,000 00 
Ditto, Scotch Bri- 
gade - - 
Qut-Pensioners of 
Chelseaand Kil- 
mainham Hos- 
pitas - - 
In-Pensioners of 
ditto - - 29,981 15 
Widows’ Pensions 21,801 11 5 
Barrack Departm. 2,183,930 9 0 
Hospit, Expences 
Volunteer Corps, 
further sum for 
1803 - - 
Ditto for 1804 - 
Foreign Corps, 
(19559) - 559,413 
Royal Mil.College 11,280 
Royal Mil. Asylum 32,600 
Garrison Compa- 
nies in the West 
Indies and Ame- 
rica (311) 
Augmentation of 
the Forces - 


1,000 00 


169,826 12 2. 29,377 10 1 


15,863 12 0 
6,000 0 0 
461,887 6 10 
23,538 9 8 


500,000 
570,000 


22,849 17 6 


8,884 19 2 
130,000 00 70,000 0 0 


The above resolutions were put and 
unanimously adopted. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observ- 
ed, that the excess last year in the Ex- 
traordinaries of the army would not ap- 
pear, under the existing circumstances, at 
all extravagant, when he stated it to be 
$39,2071. 18s. 7d. Ile then moved, that 
it is the opinion of this committee, that 
there be applied to the extraordinary ex- 
expences of the army for the year 1804: 


In Great Britain - - £-1,400,000 
In Ireland - - - 600,000 
Printing of Journals, Votes, Bills,Reports,&c. 16,623 
Printing 1750 Copies 57 Vols. of the Journals 2500 
Reprinting of Journals, Indexes, &c. - 10,000 
Publishing Records - - - 1767 
Prosecutions relating to Coin, 1803 + 1609 
Ditto 1804 - 1700 


Works done at the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and at the House of the Speaker 

Public Record Office - 

Repairs at the King’s Bench Prison 

Lazaret at Chetney Hill - 

Board of Agriculture - 


12,345 


_ Civil Establishment of Upper Canada 


Nova Scotia - 
New Brunswick 
Prince Edward’s Island 2300 
Cape Breton - 2040 
Newfoundland - 1715 
Bahamalslands 4100 
Bermuda Islands ~- 580 


Dominica 
New South Wales 


600 
10.049 


adopted the measure. 


5000: 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer again 
rose, and addressed the conimittee to the 
following effect :—The only remaining 
solution I shall now submit to the atten- 
tion of the committee, relates to what has 
been called the Caledonian Canal, in- 
tended to connect the Eastern and West-. 
ern seas by Inverness to Fort William, for 
which tie sum of 25,0001. has been already 
granted, It will be immediately seen, 
that this is a concern of too much magmi- 
tude to be undertaken by individuals. — 
This vast intersection of the country is 
not to be on the contracted plan of ordi- 
nary canals for inland navigation, it is 
intended to be conducted on a superior 
scale, and to admit the passage of fri- 
gates of 32 guus. There are many local 
considerations connected with this sub- 
ject, which should not escape the attention 
of the committee. In the year 1801, the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 
directed a survey to be taken of that part 
of the Highlands. The spring and ensu- 


| ing summer.were employed on this duty. 


During the last session the report was 
made, and the house in consequence 
Commissioners 
were then, under the same authority, ap- 
pointed, who pursued their inquiries with 
great diligeuce and ability, and they were 
assisted by a gent. perfectly conversant in 
undertakings of this kind, from whom they 
derived the most valuable information. 
The report was directed to two principal 
objects, the importance and the practica- 
bility of the work. ‘The expence was stated 


jat from 4 to 500,0001.. The zeal of the 


country has been so great to forward the 
project, that in many instances the land 
for the canal has been offered free of all 
expence. Among the motives, I must not 
omit to notice the considerable emigra- 
tions from the Highlands,. which this im- 
provement is calculated to prevent. I beg 
it may not be supposed that this emigra- 
tion is in any degree to be attributed to 
the neglect of the great landed proprie- 
tors. A variety of causes have conduced 
to incline the Highlanders to abandon 
their native soil, and it is the duty of govt. 
as much as possible, to remove these, that 
this gallant and valuable body of men may 
be disposed to listen to the dictates of 
their own patriotic feelings. This great 


‘national work will provide employment 


for a great number of the people of that 
country, and it isexpected that the bless- 
ings of commerce and of the arts will 
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but the comforts, conveniencies, and lux- 


- nries of life, I think I should detain the 


house: improperly, were I to dwell longer 
on the importance of this measure. I 
shall, therefore conclude with moving, 
“ That 50,0001. be granted towards de. 
fraying the expences of making an inland 


- navigation from the Eastern to the Western 
. Sea, by Inverness and Fort William.”— 


The resolutions being agreed to, the house 
xesumed, and, on the motion being put 
from the chair, the report of the com- 
mittee of supply was ordered to be re- 
ceived to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, April 28. 

Alexander brought 
‘up the report of the committee to which 
the petition for the sale of the Archbi- 
shop of Dublin’s palace had been referred. 
‘Referred to a committee of the whole. 
house on Monday.—A petition was pre- 
sented from the debtors confined in the 
gaol of Dorchester, praying relief. Or-' 
“dered to lie on the table.—Mr. Alexander | 
brought up the report of the committees. 
of supply and ways and means. ‘The re-| 
solutions were severally agreed to, and) 
bills ordered accordingly.—On the motion | 
of Mr. Sec. Yorke, the Militia Officers’ } 
bill was read a third time, and passed. — 
Mr. Vansittart moved au instruction to 
the committee on the Iuverness and Fort 
William Canal -bill, that they should 
‘make provision in the bill pursuant to 
the 33d resolution of the report.—Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, April 30. 
{Mixures.]—The Duke of Manches- 


ter, Lord Southampton, Lord Torrington, 
and the Earl of Moray, touvk the oaths 


_and their seats.—-The several bills oy the 


e 


table were forwarded in their different 
stages.—Lord Hobart, in pursuance of 
the address to his Majesty, lately moved 
bythe Earl of Carlisle, laid on the table 
jthe dates of the different dispatches that 
shad been transmitted to.our settlements in 
India, relating to the King’s message, of 


the 8th of March, and up to the actual 
commencement of Spen- 
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cer moved for an address to his Majesty, 


for the production of the dates of the dis. 


patches forwarded by govt. to the gover. 


nor at St. Helena, prior and succeeding | 


the date of his Majesty’s message of the 
8th March. Lord Hobart suggested, that 
the usual mode of moving for papers 
would be the more proper, which was, 
that the proper officer be ordered to lay 
before the House, &c. To such a motion 
he had no objection. The noble Earl 
shaped his motion according to the sug. 
gestion, and it was agreed to.—Lord Ho- 
bart gave notice, that on Wednesday next 
he should move that the thanks of the 


house be given to the officers who have so 


highly distinguished themselves lately in 
India. On his Lordship’s motion, the 
Lords were ordered to be summoned for 
Wednesday next. 

[Durence or tHE Country.]—The 
order of the day for summoning their 
lordships, in reference to the motion of 
the Marquis of Stafford, respecting the 
defence of the country being read, 

Lord Hawkesbury immediately rose, and 
addressed the house. He informed their 
lordships, he was actuated by an anxious 
wish to prevail on the noble marquis to 
postpone his motion, He assured the no- 
ble marquis and the house, that he had 
reasons of the highest and most weighty 
importance, which impelled him most for- 
cibly to make this request. ‘These reasons, 
it was true, were of that delicate and pe- 


culiar nature, that he could not, at the. 


present moment, consistently with his 
duty, enter into them further; but he 
could assure their lordships, on the pledge 
of his own personal character, both asa 
minister and a lord in Parliament, that, 


rwere they known to the house, they were 


of such a nature as would induce, he was 
certain, the noble marquis to postpone his 
motion to some future day, which might 
be most agreeable and convenient to him. 
As to his own part, he had no inclination 
to hint even at any other day, but left it 
entirely at the discretion and pleasure of 
the noble marquis, confident that, under the 
circumstances he had alluded to, he should 
find the noble marquis inclined to comply 


with a request which, according to the 


usage of Parliament, had, under similar 
circumstances, never been refused. 
The Marquis of Stafford said, that im- 
portant as he thought his present motion 
to the interests of the country, and highly 
desirable as he conceived it was, that it 
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should be brought forward as speedily as 
possible, yet, from the information then 
iven by the noble Sec. of State, and the 
‘pledge he had made that the reasons for 
postponing it were of that high import, 
“which rendered it at the present moment 
extremely inconvenient and improper to 
reveal, he should certainly give way to 
' those reasons, though unknown to him in 
any other way than from the assertion and 
pledge of the noble lord, and agree, for 
the present, to postpone his motion to some 
future day. 
Lord Grenville.—After what has just 
transpired, my lords, I think that some- 
thing farther should be stated, fairly to 
induce my noble friend, under all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, to postpoue his 
motion. ‘The occasion of so many noble 
Lords assembling this day, upon a ques- 
tion of the last importance to the country, 
and after one postponement has already 
taken place, should be duly considered. 
Upon such an occasion, therefore, I think 
some more distinct infurmation should be 
given by the noble Sec. of State, whereon 
such a request could be reasonably found- 
ed. Were it merely a matter of personal 
accommodation, no man in this house 
would be more willing than myself. to 
accede to the proposal; but if your lord- 
ships agree with me in the general opi- 
‘ nion, that the postponement is desired on 
the part of his Majesty’s govt. for more 
important reasons, I must confess I think 
it more consistent with what is due to the 
dignity and character of this house, that 
upon such a solemn occasion as the pre- 
sent, such a fact, if it be the case, should 
be distinctly stated. At the same time I 
’ am inclined to conclude, as the noble lord 
does not seem willing to rest his proposal 
upon the ground of personal accommoda- 
‘tion, that the motive for his making it 
must be such as I have adverted to. And 
if it be true, that the cause arises from 
any circumstance relating to the public 
administration of affairs, | think no man 
¢au doubt that the House of Lords will 
not now, as it always has done, feel de- 
sirous to evince, as far as depends upon 
them, the utmost desire on their part not, 
in the smallest degree, to embarrass the 
King’s paternal endeavours, that the pub- 
lic affairs of the country should be pro- 
perly administered, In such a crisis as 
the present, the public advantage should 
more especially be predominant in your 
lordships’ consideration; and under this 
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impression it was, that my noble friend 
very properly adverted to what might be 
the general feeling and opinion of the 
house upon such an occasion. Upon the 
ground I have stated, and from a bélief 
that his Majesty’s ministers are, upon an 
occasion of such solemnity and import- 
ance, incapable of trifling with the coun-: 
try or with Parliament, I am content; with: 
the view that Parliament should shew its 
dutiful attention to the laudable wishes of: 
the Sovereign, to acquiesce, on my part, 
in the requisition of the noble Sec. of 
State ; but at the same time I must say, 
I feel it incumbent upon me, under these 
impressions, to propose that the house do 
adjourh until the day which’ shall be 
fixed for the discussion of my noble friend’s 
motion, 
Lord Hawkesbury said, that after having 
stated, that peculiar circumstances existed, 
which rendered it highly advisable that 
the noble marquis sbould defer his mo- 
tion to a future day, he did not: think 
it very candid on the part of any noble 
lord, considering the situation in which be 
stood, to call on him for an explanation of 
the circumstances. He would state again 
to their lordships, and he would state it 
not ouly upon his official credit, but upom 
his character as a man, that the ‘circum- 
stances he alluded to were neither light 
nor trivial, but weighing sufficiently upon 
his mind to induce him to make the appli- 
cation he did to the noble marquis. He- 
could not concur with the noble baron as 
to the propriety of an adjournment; he 
saw no necessity for it. There was no- 
thing in the state of the country, or of 
public affairs, to justify such a measure: 
on the contrary, it would be productive of 
extreme inconvenience, should the whole 
course of public business be stopped, as it 
most certainly would be, should the pro- 
position of the noble baron be adopted: 
He had said every thing that he thought 
necessary, upon every consideration of 
public prudence, to induce the noble. mar- 
quis to postpone his motion; if he should 
not succeed, it would be the subject of re+ 
gret to him, and in that. alternative, he 
would. not hesitate to meet the noble 
marquis, and to enter fully upon the 
subject. 
The Earl of Carlisle wished that'the no- 
ble sec, had spoken more plainly and ‘ex- 
plicitly, as to what bis reasons were for res 
questing his noble relative to postpone his 
motion. He observed upon jhe extraor- 
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tinaty attendance of their lordships, and: 


the great public expectations that were 
raised-upon the occasion. He knew but 
one circumstance which ought to weigh 
with the moble marquis, and the rest of 
their: Lordships, to cause the postponement 
of the great question that it was intended 
to submit to them; a circumstance which 
he was persuaded would send every noble 
lord, and every man in the house, home 
contented and rejoiced. and that was, 
the: certainty that his Majesty’s ministers 
were about to retire from the situations 
they filled at present. If an arrangement 
of that kind were in contemplation, he 
would most willingly agree that the motion 
should be postponed. 

- Lord Hawkesbury said, he had already 
given all the reasons which it was in his 
power to adduce, consistently with his 
duty; and as those had been sufficient to 
induce the noble marquis to consent to. 
postpone this motion to a future day, he 
could vot:conceive on what grounds other 
noble lords could-object to what the noble 
marquis had,with so mach liberality, agreed. 
If, ‘however, the noble marquis who made 
the motion wished to persist in it, he had 
be ‘objection to meet him im the discussion 

it, 

-.Earl Fitewilliam enforced the propriety 
of adjourning the consideration at least of 
questions of public importance, during the 
period that it might be expedient to post- 
pone the discussion of the motion of the 
noble marquis. 

» Lord Harroaby, in considering the point 
before the house, adverted to the very 
solemn declaration made by the-noble Sec. 
of State, which, to a certain degree, he 
thought, should operate in inducing their 
lordships to concur in postponing the dis- | 
cussion. He at the same time deprecated 
the idea of suspending the transaction of 
all public business in the interval, and, 
upon this view of the subject, he hoped a 
motion for an adjournment would not be 
ressed, 
“Marquis of Abercorn said, he 
thought the question had already been 
very fairly determined. ‘Fhe noble Sec. 
ef State had come forward with an as-— 
surance to the house, that reasons of the 
highest importance induced him to come. 
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to himself, ‘The noble marquis, with that 
degree of candour and liberality which so 
happily characterised aJl his actions, had 
almost instantaneously consented to the 
postponement of -his niction, which had 
been since objected to by the noble Baron 
(Lord Grenville) or the other side of the 
house, with a degree cf inflexibility to 
which he was but too prone. © For his own 
part, he was no way personally interested 
in the question, farther than baving beer 
induced to come out of the country, in 
order to attend the discussion of it. The 
frowns or smiles of the noble baron were 
wike equal to him; but he thought the 
independence of the noble marquis was 
such, that he might certainly, if he chose 
it, postpone his motion, without the leave 
or consent of the noble barou, who ap- 
peared so strenuously to oppose it. , 

Lord Melville said, that he was perfectly 
aware of the usage ef parliament as to the 
postponing of any motion, when the same 
was requested by his Mujesty’s ministers, 
either on reasons adduced, which shewed 
that it would be dangerous or  inconve- 
nient to the public interests to bring it fore 
ward at that particular moment, or that it 
was personally inconvenient to his Ma- 


lord who wished to take a part in the dis- 


In either, or any of these cases, his lord- 
ship said no man would be more ready than 
himself to aecede to a proposition so ge- 
nerally confirmed by the usage of parlia- 
ment. In the present instance, however, 
his noble friend had not mentioned any in- 
stance of personal inconvenieure to him- 
self, or any other of bis Majesty’s servants, 
He had only said he bad reasons for his 
request, which he pledged his character 


a pledge, he was as willing as any one te 
pay ‘the most implicit deference, from the 
respect which he had always entertained 
for his vioble friend, but he begged the 
house to recollect, that there were other 
measures then before the house relative to 
this very subject, the defence of the coun- 
try; and he begged leave to submit it to 
their Jordships, whether it would not be 
necessary and advisable that: these should 


forward as one of his Majesty’s ministers, 
and request the noble marquis to post- 
pove the motion, of which he had given 
notice to be brought forward on the pre- 


not be brought into discussion tilt such 
time as the present motion was disposed of. 
He thought, therefore, with his noble friend 
near him (Lord Grenville), that if their 


sent evening, to. some future day, which 


should be most convenient and agreeable 


jesty’s ministers, or to any other noble’ 


cussion, to attend on that particular day. | 


were of the highest importance. To such 


lordships did not think it necessary to ad- 
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journ for the few days the question might 
be postponed, some engagement should at 
least be entered into. that no question of 
the same nature should be brought for- 
ward, nor any other that might im its na- 
ture and consequences produce the same 
diflereace of opinion that the present mo-~ 
tion was likely to do. : 

. The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool- 
sack, and after making some general ob- 
servations upon what had transpired, and 
adverting to the shape which the discus- 
gion now assumed, expressed his opinion, 


" that sufficient grounds existed for their 


lordships to exercise their good sense and 
discretion, and concluded by saying, “‘ upon 
the poiut under consideration, I shall say 
no more, being determined, for my own 
part, to fulfil as long as I have a drop of 
blood in my veins, my duty to his Majesty 
and to the country, for these terms, my 
lords, mean the same thing; to do my duty 
tohis Majesty is todo my duty to the coun- 
try, and to perform my duty to the country, 
is to perform my duty to my sovereign. 
And upon my most awful sense of what I 
think my duty to both, my conduct has 
been, is, and shall ever be, regulated, and 
this paramount consideration now induces 
me to go the length of joiuing my noble 
friend in recommending the noble mar- 
quis as far as the opinion of an humble in- 
dividual may be deserving of attention, to 
postpone his motion.” 

Lord Grenville—What has fallen from 
me, my lords, has, in some points of 
view, been certainly much misapprehend- 
ed. {did think, by what fell from my noble 
friend, that he wished to collect the sen- 
timents of other peers before he should 


‘ agree to postpone a motion of such great 


and peculiar importance. I have no par- 
ticular desire to press the idea 1 have 
thrown out. All I wish is, that some rea- 
sons should be assigned to parliament and 
the country, to form a sufficient and ho- 
nourable ground of action on the present 
occasion; and, at the same time, that 
parliament should shew itself sensible of 
the importance of the moment, and its de- 
termination in the present awful circum- 
stances, to perform its duty to the King, 
With respect to the proposition of adjourn- 
ment, did it appear that any inconve- 
nience on the score of individual or pri. 
vate interest, should arise, I should be one 
of the last to press it.. ‘Taking this ques- 
fion in its most enlarged and important 
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y sense, I think the idea, as stated by a 
‘noble viscount, was accurate and conclu- 
sive. As far, however, as private busi- 
‘ness may be concerned, I think parlia- 
‘ment ought certainly to proceed. But, 


| my lords, I beg to suggest the propriety of 


|a distinct understanding, as to what shall 
‘be the course and nature of such discus- 
‘sions as might intervene between the pe- 
‘riod and that on which my noble -friend’s 
| proposition shall be discussed. If it should 
be now postponed, I think it should have 
the priority, as toevery subject of the kind, 
or of those which may be connected’ with 
it. That priority it now possesses, and 
such, in fairness, I think it should con- 
tinue to hold,- and in this view, I think 
the suspension of all public business of the 
kind is of peculiar importance, the more 
so, my lords, when we refer to the very 
essence and nature of my noble friend’s 
proposition, which is the consideration, 
generally speaking, whether enough has 
been done for the defence of the country, 
or whetber that which has been done, is 
well and rightly done, on the one hand, or 
on the other, might not want improve- 
ment or correction? I hope it will be an- 
swered, whether or not such an arrange~ 
ment, with respect to future discussions, as 
I allude to, might be understood as ac- 
quiesced in on the part of ministers, pars 
ticularly whether the discussion of my 
noble friend’s motion, if now postponed, 
shall not have a priority over that of every 
kind of business connected with it, and 
also, with respect to such discussions, as 
important difference of opinion may- be 
likely to. arise in. 

Lord Hawkesbury.—With respect, -my 
lords, to what has lately fallen from the 
-noble baron. Ido not, under the circum- 
stances of the case, think it either proper 
or just, to enter into such an engagement 
as hecalls for, I cannot, however, refrain 
from saying, that I believe thistis the first 
time that ever such a proposal as I have 
had the honour to make, combined with 
the solemn declaration with which I ac+ 
companied it, was so received or treated 
in any house of parliament, or by any. 
number of individuals, I regard it as a 
melancholy omen, that a faction should’ be 
so strenuous in pressing a motion upon the 
house,’ I shall candidly and unreservedly 
speak my feelings and my sentiments,: 
and I again press the consideration, that 
if the noble marquis, from his view of the 
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feelings and sentiments of the house, thinks 
it more expedient to proceed with his dis- 
cussion, J am ready to meet him upon the 
question, At the same time I must say, 
that under the circumstances of the case, 
it cannot. be fairly assumed that minis- 
ters will be likely to press the discussion 
of any business on which important dif- 
ferences of opinion may probably arise. 
But this I conceive to be no ground for 
calling for a general suspension of busi- 
ness, particularly of private concerns, in 
parliament, However, I explicitly state, 
that I'shall enter into no engagement upon 
the point. Considerations of the kind 
would, I think, be best confided to the 
- feeling, the honour, and the wisdom of 
the house. 
Lord Mulgrave expressed his astonish- 
ment at what had fallen from two.mem- 
bers of his Majesty’s govt., as to the point 
of arrangement of intervening discussions. 
It seemed as if their wish was, to “ keep 
the word of promise to the ear, but break 
it to the hope.” He had hoped that a po- 
sitive pledge would have been given, that 
no business shuuld be brought forward, 
save such as was indispensably necessary. 
With respect to the idea that he, or those 
‘noble lords with whom he acted ever en- 
tertained the desigu of suspending private 
business, or of stopping the progress of 
necessary money bills, he would declare 
they never entertained such an idea. He 
must, however, express his astonishment 
at the language used by the noble secretary 
of state, which implied a charge which 
neither the character of his noble friends, 
nor the general tenor of their public con- 
duct, ever atiorded the slightest counte- 
nance to; namely, that they were a fac- 
tion. A faction !—why were they called 
so? Because they were not to be persuad- 
ed to give im to a fallacy? Because they 
were not inclined to give credit to a bare 
assertion, made in gentle and mild terms 
by the noble and candid secretary ? Unless 
ministers would pledge themselves that the 
noble marquis’s motion should have the 
priority of all other public business, he 
should oppose the delay. 
Lord Grenville said, he looked on what 
had fallen from the noble sec. of state 
as. a virtual acknowledgement, that no 
business should be, brought forward that 
was connected with the present motion, or 
that might create discussions of a similar 
tendency, and as he did not wish to im-, 
pede in any degree the public or Bramate 
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business then in its progress through the 

house, he should not make the motion of . 
adjournment to which he bad alluded, nor 

further oppose the postponement of the 

present motion, 

The Marquis of Stafford then, after ob- 
serving generally his reliance upon what 
fell from the noble sec. of state, moved, 
that the order in question be discharged, 
and the same renewed for Friaay next. » 

Earl Spencer urged several arguments 
of a similar tendency to those made use 
of by bis noble friends who had preceded 
bim in the present conversation, relative 
to the motion beiag postponed. He con. 
demned severely the expression of ‘a fac- 
tion” that had been applied to him, and his 
noble friends near him, which, he hoped, 
however, had been inadvertently used. He 
looked on what had last been said by the 
noble sec. of state as a virtual engage: 
ment that no discussion of any business 
should be brought forward that might lead 
to differences of opinion, similar to thosé 
connected with the present motion, and 
for that reason only he should abstain 
fromany farther comment on the subject.— 
The question was then put an the Mar 
quis of Stafford’s motion, which was or. 
dered accordingly. His Lordship inoved 
that the Lords be summoned for Friday 
next. Ordered. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, | 
Monday, April 30. 


{Minures].—-Mr. Serjeant Best brought 
up abill for the relief of certain Incum- 
heuts of Livings in the City of London, 
Read a first time, and ordered for a second 
reading.—Mr. H. Browne brought up a 
bill for making further provision, and main- 
taining an inland navigation from the Ease 
tern to the Western sea, by Inverness and 
Fort William in Scotland. Read a first 
time, and ordered to be read a second 
time. —Mr. H. Lascelles brought up a bill 
for the better regulation of the Woollen 
Cloth Manufacture in the County of York, 
which was read a first time, and ordered 
for a second reading.~-The Chancellor of 
the Exciequer moved, “ that there be laid 
before the house an Estimate of the pro- 
bable annual produce of the duties impo- 
sed by an act for granting to his Majesty, 
until the 6th of May next, after the ratifi- » 
cation of a definitive treaty of peace, 3 
contribution on the profits arising from 
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property, trades, and offices, so faras the 
same cau be made out.” Ordered.—A per- 
son from the Treasury then presented the 
account at the bar. Ordered to lie on 
the table, and to be printed.——-Mr. Dillon, 
in consideration of the paramount im- 
rtance of the business, which the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was to bring for- 
ward this day, proposed, with the leave of 
the house, to postpone his motion relative 
to the exemption of Catholics in the Irish 
‘Militia regiments who had volunteered 
their services to this country, from penal- 
ties of the statute of Geo. I, to Thursday 
next.—Lord CastLerraGi presented Ac- 
counts of the dates of the Dispatches sent 
by his Majesty’s ministers to the different 
Presidencies in India. Ordered to lie on 
the*table.—Lord Castlereagh then gave 
notice, that he should on Wednesday next, 
call the attention of the house to the late 
brilliant successes of the British arms in 
India. —Mr. Secretary Yorke moved, that 
the order of the day for the further consi- 
-deration of the Lords Amendments to the 
Volunteer Corps bill be put off till Wed- 
nesday. Ordered.—Mr. Foster moved, 
that the petition of the Linen Manufac- 
turers of [relaud be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole house to-morrow. Or- 
dered.—-Mr. Foster brought up a bill for 
directing certain public accounts in Ire- 
land to be laid annually before the house. 
Read a, first time, and ordered to be read 
a second time to-morrow.—The house 
went into a committee on the report of the 
petition of his grace the Archbishop of 
Dublin. The report to be received to- 
morrow.——Mr. Vansittart moved, that 
there be laid before the housé an Account 
of the amount of the drawbacks allowed to 
common brewers, under the 42d of the 
King, distinguishing each year and quar- 
ters.” Ordered. 

{Tax BupGer.]—The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved, that the order of the 
day be read, for the house resolving itself 
jnto a committee of the whole house, to 
consider further of ways and means for 
raising the supply granted to his Majesty. 
The order having been read, the right hon. 
gent. then moved, that the several ac- 
counts of Customs and Excise, presented 

_ to this house in this session of parliament, 
and of the produce of the war taxes, be. 
referred to the said committee. Ordered. 
The Speaker having left the Chair, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose, and 
addressed the committee as follows: Sir; 
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it is my duty now to lay before the com- 
mittee, the ways and means which I think 
it incumbent on me to recommend, to- 
wards raismg the supplies voted for the 
service of the present year. But before I 
submit these ways and means to the consi- 
deration of the committee, it is necessary 
for me to advert to the system adopted 
last year for discharging the expences of 
the country during the war. It seemed 
then to be the general opinion, that no 
system was so advantageous as that which — 
should prevent the evil of any accumula- 
tion of the public debt, and at the same 
time enable the country to maintain its 
exertions, however long the contest may — 
continue, which it has been compelled to 
enter into in support of its honour and in- 
dependence. ‘The means which were then 
resorted to, were calculated for the main- 
tenance of public credit and great national 
exertion, as long as the enemy may be 
disposed to continue the struggle into 
which his inordinate ambition and unrea- 
sonable pretensions have forced us. It 
was on these principles that | recommend- 
ed to the house, and on these principles 
that the house, at my recommendation, 
acceded to the ways and means adopted 
for raising the supplies in the last year. 1 
stated, Sir, when I had last the honour of 
addressing the committee on this sub- 
ject, that if towards raising a supply of 
26,000,0001, for the service of the year, 
the house should be of opinion to raise 
10,000,000]. by wur taxes, it would be 
possible to provide for the public service, 
without any addition to the public debt, by 
the aid of the supply which I was justified 
in calculating on, as the probable surplus 
of the consolidated fund, and the sums in 
the hands of the commissioners of the pub- 
lic debt, and the sums derivable from the 
commissioners for the redemption of the 
landtax. That this system was calculated 
to produce the effects attributed to it, no- 
body will deny; that it has produced the 
happiest effects is most unquestionable. 
It will be recollected, Sir, that when the 
country at the commencement of the last 
war, experienced an interruption of its 
commerce, aud. a considerable pressure on 
the large stock of West India produce then 
on hand, had it not been for the applica- 
tion of a considerable part of the capital 


~for the support of commercial credit, in- 


finite ihischief and extensive ruin must have 
ensued. I am ready to agree in the ne- 
cessity of affording such relief in case of 
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pressing emergency; but I contend that it 
never should be afforded except in case of 
real emergency. The loan which was then 
granted by the country to rescue a great 
part, of the commercial interest from ruin, 
bat which at the same time locked up a 
large portion of the means of the country, 
_ and rendered it unavailable for the public 
- service, was, I am sure, wisely given by 
this house in that imstancg, but it created 
400 great a confidence in the merchants of 
the country to look back generally to par. 
Kament fer aid in diffieult times. It was 
necessary to discourage this idea, and to 
teach the merchants and manufacturers to 
look to themselves, to act with caution in 
their prosperity, and to form for them- 
selves resources on which they might rely, 
if times less propitious should ensue. 
haxe adverted to this, Sir, because I wish 
it to. be understood, that all commercial 
dificulties are: now removed, and the smal] 
- amount of the loan last year, and the sys~ 
tem: then adopted, had a considerable 
share. in enabling the commerce of the 
country to goon, without any claim ef aid 
from the public purse. | am not desirous, 
Sir, to take wp the time of the house with 
Kecapitulating the benefits resulting from 
this system generally, but I am desirous 
of shewing that the principle has been at- 
tended, with a sucaess equal to what the 
‘most sanguine expectation could ealculate, 
L come pow, Sir, to the ways and means 
for the: service of the last year, which 
consisted of war taxes estimated at 
42,500,000L. of which 8,000,000]. was cal- 
culated. om the additional duties. of cus- 
toms and excise, and 4,500,0001. from the 
duties on property. I stated at that time, 
that it was necessary to make a large al- 
lowance for a probable defalcation from the 
estimate, im consequence of the lapse of 
time: before those taxes could be brought 
to bear, and I, stated, that if the actpal 
preduce should amount to 10,100,000. 
say hopes would be, in this instance, fully 
_ gratified. In the course of the discussion, 
_ which took place ia the various stages of 
the latter measure, the house determined 
to grant very considerable exemptions, 
and, all income under 1501. a-year, arising 
from. the public-funds, was freed from con- 
tribution. ‘This necessarily involved a 
lange deduction. from. the produce: origi- 
nally looked, for from: this tax. I do not 
Inean to-question the wisdom of the reso- 
lution; adgpted by: this- house in that: in-| 
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Stance, but merely to state, that ite prac-. 


tical effect has. been to diminish very con. 
siderably the produce of the tax, to an 
amount which, when I[ state it at one mil< 
hon, I am sure } state it rather below thay 
above the fact. Thus the tax on property, 
which I originally estimated at 4,500,000], 
could not, after this exemption, even on 
my own principles, be expected to pro- 


duce more than 3,500,000b. Adding these. 


3,500,000). to the new duties on excise 
and customs, estimated at 8,000,000). the 
whole was 11,500,000]. But when I had 
ealculated ov a real produce of no more 
than 10,000,0001. from the full estimate of 
12,500,0001. it could not be expected that 
after the reduction [ allude to, a greater 
sum could ke realised than 9,000,000], } 
will now state the grounds on which I cal 
culate the produce of the other part of this 
supply. ‘Fhe actual amount of the addis 
tional duties on exports and imports, malt, 
wine, and foreign teas, for the last 6 months, 


“was 2,221,600. ‘There was a very large 


sum outstanding on all the articles but 
tea; the whole produce of the’ half 
year, including the outstanding, was 
4,389,200). which, for the annual estimats 
ed produce of 8,000,000]. gave ground to 
calculate an actual produce of 8,778,400}, 


I do not, however, think it justifiable to 


take it at the fullk amount. ‘The stoek in 
hand of malt and wine has been. perhaps 
over-rated, and the retail dealers in malt 
and wine have been relieved, where the 


}burden was oppressive; the stock of foe 
/ reign spirits has been also probably over- 


rated, as well as the arrears outstanding 
for part of the steck on which these ar- 
rears are calculated, may be re-exported. 
But upon the best consideration, ‘taking 
every probable deduction into the account, 
the whole together will not amouut to 
more than. 578,0001. which being taken 
from the produce of 8,778,0001. calcu- 
lated for the year from the produce of the 


‘half year, leaves a residue of 8,200,000h 


which may be fairly calculated on as the 
veal annual produce. Now, Sir, I will 
state the grounds on which I rely for the 
future produce of the tax on property; 
and, first, I have the satisfaction to state 
to the committee, that the tax attaches to 
praperty of the first class, to the amount 
of. 120.000,00Gl. instead of 80,000,000I. 
which was.the amount of the property as+ 
sessed under the income,tax. When the 
commercial ‘assessments are added, the 
amount will: be double. ‘The gross assess 


ment amounts to 6,000,0001. annually, - 
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and allowing for deductions and exemp- 
tions, I am sure 1 do not exaggerate the 
yobable amount, when I state it at 
4,800,0001. That being the case, I am 
entitled to calculate that these taxes, which 


- Testimated at first at 10,000,000i. which, 


upon 3 deduction for the diminution of 
the property tax, I calculated at 9,000,0001. 
will in future yield a produce of 
{2,500,0001,, as upon the data I have 
stated, they amount to not less than 
12,000,000]. ; that is, 8,200,000]. arising 
from the customs and excise, and 4,S00,0001. 
from the property tax. ‘The inference | 
draw from this is, that it holds forth a 


strong inducement to persevere in that 


system which was so wisely adopted in the 
last session, I had further stated, that 
the actual increase of debt in the last year 
was $,500,0001. which may be reduced to 
less than 2,000,0001. as more than that 
amount should be allowed for the general 
deficiency before the war taxes became 
productive. I was represented as over 
sanguine in calculating for the first half 
year of .the war taxes at 4,500,000]. I 
admit there have been great and unfortu- 
nate delays, with respect to the tax on 
property, but there were similar delays 
with respect to the income tax; but I 
haye the satisfaction to say, that on the 
30th of April, the produce of the war 
taxes was only 112,000]. short of what I 
calculated it, with all the circumstances 
of disadvantage under which they had la- 
boured. Another apprehension had been 
entertained, and apparently on reasonable 
grounds, that the adoption of such a sys- 
tem would iuterfere materially with the 
produce of the permanent taxes. 1 admit 
that a fair experiment has not yet been 
made on this head: in six months, 
4,388,0001. has been collected from these 
taxes; but till the completion of the year, 
it cannot be exactly known what their 


effect will be on the permanent taxes. 


But when gent. recollect the circumstances 
of last year, the staguation of commerce 
during the negotiations, and on the com. 
mencement of the war, the aggregate was 
extremely satisfactory; it would be more 
abundantly so, if the causes I have al- 
luded to had not operated. It may be 
More satisfactory to compare the pro- 
duce of the permanent taxes, taxes im- 
posed previous to the year 1793, in the 
year ending 5th Jan. 1803, and the pro- 
duce of the same taxes in the year ending 
Jan. 5, 1804, In the former they had 


prodaced 15,425,000]. in the latter they 
had produced 15,400,0001. being a differ- 
etice of only 25,0001. and this is a com- 
parison with the most favourable year be- 
fore the war. I am justified in stating the 
produce of last year as high as I have 
done; for though only 14,984,000. -was 
paid into the Exchequer, I am entitled to 
add 416,0001. for drawbacks on sugar not 
belonging to the year. The drawbacks 
are payable only on the certificate of the 
British consul at the port to which the 
consignment is made; and as the presen- 
tation of these certificates is very irregu- 
lar, the payment of the drawbacks fall 
heavier at some times, and in some years, 
than in others. And thus it was that in 
the last year 416,000]. was paid on this © 
account beyond what ought to fall withig 
the year; I am therefore justified in add» — 
ing that sum to the amount of the perma= 
nent taxes of last year. But that is not 
sufficient to ascertain whether the perma- 
nent taxes will be affected by the war 
taxes. I wish now to compare the 
ending the 5th of Jan. 1803, with that 
euding the 5th of Jan. 1804, deducting all 
the taxes imposed in 1802 and 1803, as I 
wish the comparison to be exchisive of . 
them. The permanent taxes amounted 
on the 5th of Jan. 1803, to 28,209,0001. 
and on the 5th of Jan. 1804, to 30,676,0001. 
deducting the duties imposed in 1802, 
which were 1,957,0001. and those imposed 
in 1803, which, including the former, 
amounted to 4,782,0001. the account will 
stand thus. Total amount of the perma- 
nent taxes in the year ending 5th of Jan. 
1803, 26,252,000]. in the year ending the 
5th of Jan. 1804, with the addition of the 
drawbacks I have alluded to, 26,369,0001. 
exceeding the last year in the whole 
amount of.the permanent taxes. In ads 
dition to this, I might state a further sam, 
in consequence of the outstanding excise 
and customs, on the 5th of Jan. 1804, 
from the whole of which I am justified in 
saying, that the produce of the permanent 
taxes is increased, There is no indication 
of their having suffered by the pressure of 
the present war; and we have, besides, 
the experience of the last war,’ during 
which the increase of the permanent taxes 
arrived at an unexampled height, by means 
of the measures adopted by Parliament, 
which not only added to the resources of 
the country, what they themselves pro- 
duced, but also invigorated every other 


part of our financial system, I bave.stated 
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these preliminaries, and offered these' ob- 
servations, for the purpose of justifying 
the system the house entered into last ses- 
sion, and for the purpose of encouraging 
and. imploring them to adhere to it stea- 
. dily, as a solid basis. of public credit, a 
sure ground. of confidence at home, and 
ef respect abroad, which must have the 


effect of shortening the contest in which | 


we are engaged, from.the conviction which 
it must produce,, that our finances are not 
to be exhausted either by the enemy’s hos- 
tility, continue -how Iong it may, or by 
the magnitude of our own exertions.— 
Having made these few preliminary obser- 
vations, I now proceed to state the supply 
and ways and means of the present year. 

SUPPLY. 
Navy (exclusive of 325,000]. 


_ ordnance sea service) 11,715,000 
Army (England) 15,256,000 
——19,143,000 
Ordnance (England) 3,693,000 
1 ; 4,062,000 
Wote of credit, including ' 
300,0001, for Treland 2,500,000 
- Miscellaneous (England) in- 
eluding 40,0001. for ser- 
. wicesnot yet voted Fe 617,000 
Dittto: (Ireland), including. 
60,0001 to be voted for 
eivil contingencies ~ , 266,000 
Trish permanent grants «+ 400,000 


Joint charge for England and Ireland 38,703,000 
Add England separate charges. 


Toulonese ships - - 265,000 

Deficiency of malt duty 115,000" 

American awards - 412,000 
Exchequer bills, V.C. 1803 1,500,000 

2,292,000 


 Fotaksupplies 40,995,000 
DEDUCT ON ACCOUNT OF 3RELAND. 
2-27 ths of the above sum of 
38,703,0001, > 4,553,294 
€-17ths of 1,316,0431. for 
Civilbist and otherCharges 
om the Consolidated Fund, 
_ (mot, relating to the Public: 


Leaving to be provided on 

account of G. Britain - 36,285,348 


* Twill here, with the permission of the 
committee, re-state what I have on a for- 
mer occasion on the subject of exchequer 
bills outstanding, exclusive of 3,000,000]. 
in the possession of the Bank, to pay for 
the renewal of the charter in 1806. 
Exchequer Bills on Aids 1804, to be replaced by a 
Hee _ like amount on Aids, 18055; 
Per act 43 Geo. II]. cap. 36, part 
8,000,000 


} 
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4,000,001. 


\ 


Per act 43 Geo, III, cap. 147, Bank + , 1,500,000 
Dito 93, 5,000,000 


9,:00,006 
‘WAYS AND MEANS. | 
I come now to the ways and means for 
raising the supply, which are as follow: 
malt duty, already voted, 750,0001. ; duty 
on pensions, offices, &c. 2,000,000). ; sur- 
plus of: ways and means 1803, already 
voted, 1,570,000l.; war taxes, arisin 
from the customs and excise, 8,200,000!, 
I think it necessary to state, as some ob- 
jections may be started to the estimated 
amount of the property tax, that it is 
calculated, not according to the full pro- 
duce of two years, which, at 4,800,000. 
each year, would produce in two years 
9,600,000]. I deduct from the produce 
of two years what is now received, 
363,000]. and the probable arrears, 5th of 
April 1805, 2,000,000]. and thus dimi- 
nish the amount on the whole 9,600,0001. 
by a deduction of 2,363,000!. 1 calcu. 
late, therefore, on a produce from this 
tax, onthe 5th of April, 1805, of 7,237,0001, 
but’ shall take it at a round sum of 
7,000,000]. I see no reason to doubt its 
realising this statement, which I look upon 
as extremely moderate. This, added to 
8,200,000]. amount of war taxes on cus- 
toms and excise, will give towards the 
supply of the year, 15,200,000]. Deduct 
760,000]. to complete the grant of 1803, 
there will remain an amount of duties 
arising from customs, excise, and pro- 
perty, of 14,440,000]. which may be cal- 
culated upon as the probable produce of 
the war taxes on the 5th of April, 1805, 
NEW TAXES, 

If the house feels the benefit of the sys 
tem adopted last year, I hope it will not 
be disinclmed to invigorate the war taxes 
by an additicn of 1,000,000]. It will be 
recollected by the committee, that in the 
ways and means of last year, a duty of 
201. per ton was proposed to be laid on 
wine; but, in consequence of representa- 
tions, it was deemed proper to reduce it 
to 121. The duty, however, continued to 
be charged to the individual in proportion 
to the original proposition. ‘The effect of 
the original proposition would be only to 
charge a duty of 4d. a bottle, and that 
duty had, in point of fact, been charged 


| 6n the consumer, though only 12]. a tun 


had been laid on by Parliament. I now 
propose to charge the original duty of 
201. per tun, which would yield an addi- 
tion of 200,000]. I also propose an addi 
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tion of 123 per cent. on all imports, ex- 
dusive of tea, wine, and cotton wool; 
and as an additional duty on sweets is 
necessary, being the material from which 
British wines are manufactured; but it is 
thought better to charge that duty on the 


6,500,0001, 


Consolidated Fund. 


‘ 


raw material. I would also propose a 
double duty on raisins, as countervailing 
the wine duty. ‘The addition from the 
whole of these sources will be 800,000]. 
making, with the 200,000l. already stiuted, 
dn addition of 1,000,000]. to the war 
taxes, which will raise their amount from 
14,440,000]. to 15,440,0001. on the 5th 
of April, 1805. That cannot be calcu- 
lated for every year. It is necessary to 
deduct from it the difference between the 
probable annual produce of the property 
tax, and the 7,000,0001. which I assume it 
wil] produce on the 5th of April, 1805. 

. SURPLUS OF CONSOLIDATED FUND, 

I come now to the surplus of the Con- 


solidated Fund, which I estimate at 


§,000,0001. on the 5th of April, 1805. 
I shall be réady, when called upon, to 
state why I do not take it at so large an 
amount as in the last year, and why it 
may be fairly taken at 5,000,000]. ‘The 


house is aware that the produce of the |. 


Consolidated Fund for the last year was 
calculated at 6,500,000]. but, in fact, it 
realized only 5,100,000]; in 5 quarters it 
had produced 6,100,0001., but in the 3 
quarters following, it fell below what I 
estimated it at. I see no reasou to impute 
blame to myself for having, upon these 
grounds, called upon the house to vote 
I detailed my reasons to ti.e 
house, and the house approved of them. 
I could shew, beyond a doubt, that the 
deficiency from the amount voted, has 
arisen from the suspension of .the pay- 
ment of certain duties, and the increase 
of drawbacks, the amount of which may 
very fairly be added to the surplus of the 
I look forward to a 
probable amount next year of 5,000,000). 
J will add to these what js usual as a part 
of the ways and means, a lottery, the pro- 
fits of which will be 250,000]. A vote of 
credit, G. Britain, 1,700,0001.; Ireland, 
800,0001. making together 2,500,0001. for 
the united kingdom; and lastly, a loan, 
concluded for this day, ten millions for 
the service of G. Britain, making alto- 
for the united kingdom 36,510,000]. 
ing an excess of ways and means above 
what was. wanted for the supply of 
273,000], 
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LOAN. 
I come now, Sir, to state the terms on - 
which I have this day closed an agreement — 
with some of the most respectable monied © 
gentlemen. The amount of the present 
loan for the united service of G. Britain 
and Ireland, is 143 millions, For the se- 
parate service of G. Britain, the amount 
is 10 millions, It was proposed, then, 
that the contract should be in the 3 per 
cent. consols, when the agreement was 
thus made: 1001. three per cent. reduced, 
aud 821, three per cent. consols, for 1001. 
money, making a capital in the reduced 
10 millions, and in the consols 8,200,000). 
with the usual bonus of 5 per cent. dis-~ 
count for prompt payment.—I hope, Sir, — 
that the terms of this agreement will prove 
satisfactory to the house, whilst the readi- 
ness with which gent. who have great stake’ 
in the country have come forward, and 
the facility with which the bargain has 
been made, will evince that the credit of . 
this country stands high, and holds out a 
fair prospect of its continuing so to do, 
fhe amount of the interest to be provided 
for will be 550,0001.; to this add for the 
charge of management, 80,0901. and the 
1 per cent. stock created for the redemp. 
tion, 106,1001. requiring, in the whole, 
provision to be made for an interest of 
736,1901.—I now proceed to state to the 
committee the mode proposed for raising 
the sum requisite for discharging this in- 
terest. In the course of the jast session, 
arrangements were made for consolidating 
some of the leading branches of the pub- 
lic revenue in the excise, customs, and 
assessed taxes; but it was found impossi- 
ble, at that time, to apply them to the 
article of stamps. From this source, 
therefore, 1 hope, that without any con- 
siderable pressure being felt, a provision 
may be made to obtain a sum sufficiently 
large to answer the new demands on the 
public purse. I propose, then, to impose 
additional duties upon stamps, already 
chargeable on legal proceedings, and on 
the transfer of property, Great inconve- 
nience has already been felt from the va- 
riety of stamps already in use; their num< 
ber is stated to exceed 300, and owing to 
this multiplicity, the mode of applying 
them is not well understood, It is pro- 
posed, then, to reduce and class them 
into about thirty, whilst, by giving facility 
to proceedings in the courts of justice, 
certain arrangements, I hope to be able, 


jin great measure, ta countervail any 
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dition of taxes. It is of importance not 
to propose any considerable addition of 
duty ;.for,whatever can alleviate the ex- 
pences incurred in courts of justice, must 
be. a matter of great public advantage, 
‘and therefore, to stamps of this descrip- 
tion, I do not propose any considerable 
addition. With respect to stamps for the 
security and transfer, of property, I am of 
opinion that a considerable augmentation 
of revenue may be derived. At present, 
the stamps are comparatively high on the 


transfer of property of small amount; but 


the instrument ought to bear some rela- 
tion to the value of the property. My 
hope is, that all the intricacies which at 
present prevail in this branch of public 
evenue, may be obviated, and at the 
same time an additional revenue of 
800,0001. may be obtained. ‘This, then, 
appears to be in itself a fit subject for 
- taxation, whilst it will cover the interest 
and contingent expences of the present 
loan; aud I would farther state to the 
committee, that after the most attentive 
consideration which has been given to this 
subject by able men, I feel confident that 
a very considerable addition to the reve- 
nue may be obtained, with the concomi- 
tant advantage of affording great facility 
to the public.—I will now only farther 
trespass upon the time and attention of the 
éommittee by recapitulating the amount 
of the supplies which have been voted : 


Navy, exclusive of 325,000 Ordnance Sea 
Service - 

Army (G. Britain) 
*(Ireland) 


Ordnance Britain) 
i (Ireland) - 


4 4,062,000 
Vote of -credit, including 800,0001. for 
“Ireland - 2,500,000 
Miscellaneous *( England) in- 

cluding: 40,0001. for sere 
vices not yet.voted 
Ditto Ireland, including 

50,0001. to be voted for 

Civil Contingencies 


617,009 


266,000 
Jrish Permanent Grants ° - 400,000 


Joint charge for G, Britain and Ireland 38,703,000 
Add separate charges for England, 

Toulonese ships - 265,000 

Deficiency of malt duty, 1802 115,000 

American awards’ - 412000 

Exchequer bills, 1803  - 1,500,000 


‘Total supplies 
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4,711,652 
- 36,283,348, 


‘Deduct on account of Ireland « 
Leaving on account of G. Britain 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
Duty on pensions, offices, &c, - 
Surplus of ways and means, 1803 
War taxes - 
Surplus Consclidated Fund to 5th April, be 
Lottery - - - 250,000 
Loan - £0,000,000. 


Making in all. 36,510,000 


The committee will observe, that though 
in the present instance, the ways aud 
means do not accomplish the object of pre- 
venting all accumulation of debt, the ac. 
cession this year will be under 4,000,0001, 
But the committee will understand, that if 
they should adopt the provisions which [ 
have placed under their consideration 
there will be ways and means sufficient to 
meet what I consider the average amount 
of the war expences, independant of any 
-unforeseen occasion, such as loans or subs 


sidies, leaving out of consideration, what: 


is temporary, and adapting the system to 
what is permanent. 
recommend be adopted and continued, 
and if 1,000,000]. be added to the war 
/taxes, aud the war should-continue for 3 
years, with the accumulation of the sum 
in the hands of the commissioners for the 
reduction of the national debt, we wilh 
have arrived at the end of these 3 years at 
a point, when all addition to the publi¢ 
debt will cease, and the debt will be dimi- 
nishing even under our present expence. 
Thus we shall have to carry on the con- 
test, if it should continue beyond that pe. 
riod, under the circumstance of a dimi- 


4 nution rather than an increase of debt. I 


am encouraged, besides, to hope for a 
diminution in several branches of the pub- 
lic expenditure, in those of ordnance, bar- 
racks, and charges for volunteers, Ini the 
present year, the sum required for these 
services was 7,679,930]. ‘The expence of 
the ordnance in 1800 was 2,058,000). ; in 
1801, 2,066,000. ; this year it is 5,693,000]. 
being an excess of 1,633,000]. This, ] 
confess, is a very considerable excess, but 
it arose from causes of unavoidable, though 
temporary necessity. Fer the purchase of 
arms in particular 6 or 700,0001. have been 
d. But so large a distribution 


having been made, and the arsenals being 


—_—_-—— | now.supplied, it is not likely that the ex- 
+ 40,995,000 | penditure under this head will hereafter be 


If the system which [ 
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so considerable. With respect to the ex- 
pences under the head of volunteers, a con- 
iderable diminution will take place in this 
branch also. The expence of volunteers 
iu 1800, was 574,0001. ; in 1801, 600,0001.; 
and. in the present year, 1,800,000I. 
‘the next year it will be for the wisdom of 


~ barrack. system, which is not likely to. 


_ the country, and if the war should conti- 


being resumed, 


the house to determine whether, in the 
‘imptoved state of discipline to which they 
shall then have attained, it will continue 
to afford the same allowance as before. 
But at least there will be a reduction in 
the article of clothing, as it is given for 3 
years, unless the house shall be of opi- 
nion to alter its arrangements on this 
point. With respect to Barracks, the ex- 

ce under this head, was in the year 
1800, 479,0001.; in 1801, 465,000l.; in 
‘the present year, 2,183,000]. In this de- 
_partment, a very considerable diminution 
cannot fail to take place, unless there con- 
tinues a necessity for the extension of the 


happen. I therefore contend, that the 
_ ways and means which I have stated, con. 
, tain provisions for the probable charges of 


nue for 3 years, that they will be sufficient 
to support our present expences undimi- 
nished, at a point at which our debt would 
diminish instead of increasing, without 
impairing our means of carrying on the 
contest. Icongratulate the house and the 
country ov. these unquestionable proofs of 
our .ability to contend with our present 
difficulties. The present situation of the 
country affords a grand display of public 
spirit, opulence, freedom, and power. On 
the combined effect of these blessings I 
, rely for the sufficiency of our means to 
_ Maintain, single-handed, the contest in 
_ $0 just a cause, as long as the domineering 
_ Spirit, the unbridled ambition, and the 
implacable animosity of the enemy, shall 
Tender it necessary for us to continue it.— 
The right hon, gent. then concluded with 
Moving, “that towards raising the supply 
_ granted to his Majesty, it isthe opinion of 
rv committee, that 14,500,000]. be 
, raised by way of annuities, of which 10 
, millions to be charged on the part of G. 
« Britain, and 4,500,000].-on the part of 
. Ireland.” The resolution was put and car- 
...Tied:-after which the several other reso- 
» lutions, agreeably to the foregoing state- 
«Ment, were put and carried.—The house 


Mr, Fox said, that it was not for the 


financial statement of the right hon. gent. 


that he now rose. What he wished'to ad- 
vert to, respected the motion which he had 
given notice to bring before the house on 
Wednesday next. He said he had learnt 
from persons who were well] skilled in the 
state of the public concerns, that this was 


‘not the most proper time for discussing the 
affairs of the country; and he had just un- 
derstood that an important motion to that 
effect, which was to have come on in ano- 
ther place that same evening, had been put 
off, in consequence of a suggession from a 
noble lord in office. 
a postponement must, undoubtedly, be 
well known to his Majesty's ministers ; 
what he wished now, therefore, to ‘know 
was, whether the same reasons- existed 
against his bringing forward the motion of 
which he had given notice for Wednesday 
next? This, he asked, not so much as a 
matter of convenience to himself; but he 
thought that it was also a matter of im- 


The reasons for such 


portance for the house to know whether 
there was the same intention on the part 
of his Majesty’s ministers, of postponing 
discussions of that nature for any number 
of days? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that the same considerations which imduced 
the postponement of the motion ‘alluded to, 
undoubtedly applied to similar proceedings 
in this house, and upon those grounds he 
hoped the hon, gent. would: not: be un- 
willing to abstain from bringing forward 
the subject for which he had given notice 
for Wednesday, under the present circum- 
stances. He could assure the hon. gent 
and the house, that his Majesty’s ministers 
would also avoid submitting any measure 
that could have a tendency to provoke the 
least difference of opinion. - 

Mr. ox acquiesced in the wish expressed _ 
by the right. hon. gent, and accordingly 
postponed, sine die, his notice respecting 
the orders given for transports to conyey 
the Hanoverian troops to this country, 
which stood fur Wednesday ; at the same 
time he expressed his hope, that the motive 
for the delay proposed by ministers would 
not long continue. When it should cease, 
he begged it to be understood, that he 
should hold himself entitled to the right of 
priority. 

Lord Grenville Leveson Gower asked, 


whether it was the intention of ministers to . 
move the postponement of the order of 
the day which stood for to-morrow, -rela- 
tive to the army of.reserve suspension bill ? 


.upurpose of making any opposition to the 
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. Mr. Secretary Yorke answered in the af- 
firmative, but observed, that he hoped 
there would be no objection to enter into 


‘the consideration of the amendments made | 
-by the. Lords in the Volunteer Consoli-. 


dation bill, 
., Lord Porchester, on the grounds allud-, 
-ed to, consented to postponé the motion 
,of which he had given notice, with respect 
the dates of the orders, sent out. to 
India at the commencement of the war. 
Mr. Calcraft also felt it his duty to post- 
pone his notice respecting additional al- 
_lowance. of pay apd cloathing to the vo- 
lunteers, and took occasion to submit to 
_the right hon. the Secretary of State, whe- 
ther,.as the volunteer consolidation bill 
was a measure upon, which considerable 
_ differenee of opinion existed, it was not of 
- that class of proceedings, which ought also 
to be postponed at least till Friday? 
-», Mr. Yorke said, he had no wish at all 
-. about it. The house then resumed, and 
_the report was ordered to be brought up 
to-morrow, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

‘were: heard’ in 

continuation, relative te the appeal from: 
Chancery, Richardson, the University 
+ of Cambridge, viz. Mr. Attorney General, 
and: Mr. Richards; on'the part of the re- 
~ spondents. The farther héaring of the case 
adjourned till Friday.—The Earl of 
~ Suffolk observed, he had to call their 
Lordships’ ‘attention to a circumstance of 


the’ greatest importance, and worthy the | : 


serious consideration of ‘parliament, who- 
ever’may be minister alluded to the 
volunteers; many corps of which were 

calling out into permanent service, 
. but they were called out, without any fixed 
‘arrangement or plan with respect to their 
discipline or command. He thought a 
‘regular system, with respect to those 
points should be adopied, in order to ren- 
<der the corps duly eflective ; it was his in+ 
tention yesterday to have submitted a mo- 
tion on this head had an opportunity of- 

' fered.. His lordship merely referred to his 
» intended proposition of yesterday, which 
went to the establishment of a regular sys- 
tem for the discipline of such. volunteer 
corps as may be called out, and to the ap- 

‘- pointment of officers to command them, 
-  &c. ‘The noble earl made no motion in 
the present -instance—The Marquis of 
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Sligo presented petitions from the Earl of 
Belmore, and certain other Irish peers, 
respecting the exercise of their right of 
voting, &c.; which were ordered to be 
referred to the committee of privileges. 
Lord Hobart stated, that understanding jt 
would be productive of considerable in. 
convenience, should he bring forward the 
proceeding to-morrow, of which he yes. 


terday gave notice, he would therefore | 


propose, that the order forsummoning their 
lordships for Wednesday be discharged, 
for the purpose of renewing it for Thurs. 
day. ‘ Having moved to this effect, it was 
ordered accordingly.—Their lordships, in 
a committee of the whole house, ‘went 
through “the two Exchequer bills, | the 
Irish Militia Officers’, and other bills, 
which were severally reported, and‘ ordet- 
ed to be read a third time to-morrow.— 
The other bills before the house were for- 
warded in their respective stages.—Mr, 


Althorpe, from the Commissioners of the | 


Thames Navigation, presented, an Account 
of the receipts and disbursements for the 
year 1803 ; which was ordered to lie upon 
the table.. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, May 1. 


) At four o’clock,. the Speaker proceeded 
to count the house, when finding that there 
were not 40 members present, an adjourn. 
ment consequently took place till to. 
morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, May 2. 


[Mix utes. ]—Counsel were finally heard 
relative to the Scotch Appeal, Hunter, &c. 
v. the Earl of Kinnoul and others, viz. Mr. 
Alexander on the part of the respondents, 
and Mr. Romilly, for the appellants, in 
reply. On the suggestion of the Lord 
Chancellor, judgment was postponed ‘till 
Monday next.—The various bills before 
the house were forwarded in their respec- 
tive ‘stages. Among these, the Exche- 
quer Bills’ bill, the Militia Adjutants, and 
the Newfoundland Ships bills were read a 
third time and passed; and messages sent 


to aequaint the Commons therewith.—The 


farther consideration of the claim to the 
Ross Peerage, which stood for to-morrow, 
was postponed till Tuesday.—Mr, Owen, 
from the East-India House, presented’ co- 
pies of the Dispatches sent to the Officers 
commanding at. the island of St, Helena, 


| 

| 
| 
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_ Liskeard Election Committee till to-mor- 


relative to his Majesty’s message of the 8th 
March, and to the subsequent rupture 
with France. These documents were, on 
the motion of Lord Walsingham, ordered 
to be printed.—Some private business was | 
then disposed of, and the house adjourned 
til to-morrow. Tat 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, May 2, 
report of the Budget 
was brought up. Au amendment was made, 
‘altering the date of payment for one in-. 
stalment of the Loan trom the 21st to the 
‘goth. ‘The resolutions were all agreed to, 
and bills ordered accordingly —Mr. White 
reported from the Stirling Election Com- 
mittee, that the following names appeared 
_upon the reduced list : John Osborne, Esq. 
The Right Hon. G. Rose, T. Thornton, 
Js. Farquhar, Esq. F. Gregor, Esq. J. 
‘Buller (of Exeter), Esq. Sir R. Peel, Bart. 
David Pearson, Esq. ‘The,Hon. G. H. L. 
‘Dundas, W. Dickinson, Esq, 'T. Babing- 
ton, Esq. C. W.W. Wynne, Esq. Sir C. Tal- 
bot. Nominees, Thomas Creevey, I'sq. 
and James Graham, E'sq.—The considera- 
tion of the motion respecting the Officers 
serving in India, was postponed to to-mor- 
- yow.—The motion on the Slave Trade was 
deferred till next week.—The report on the 
Lords amendments to the Volunteers’ bill, 
was put off till Monday.—The Aylesbury 
Election bill till Friday, the motion re- 
-specting Prize Agency till Monday, the 


_ row se’nnight, the Irish Public Accounts 
bill till to-morrow, the consideration of 
the Irish Linen Trade Petition till Tues- 
day next, and the Army of Reserve Sus- 

ension bill till to-morrow.—On the mo- 
tion of Mr. Foster, it was ordered, that the 

Committee to whom the course of Ex- 
change with Ireland had been referred, 
should have leave to report their minutes 
to the house from time to time.—A mes- 

. Sage was brought down from the Lords, 

which stated that their Lordships had 
agreed to the two Loan bills, the Militia 
Clothing bill, the Militia Subalterns’ Al- 
lowance bill, the Newfoundland Ships’ bill, 

. the City of Dublin Watch bill, and three 
others of a private naturé.—Mr. Williams 
presented the 6th report of the Committee 

., of Naval Inquiry, which was ordered to be 

_ printed and to lie on the table.—Accounts 
were presented from the office of Inspector 

_ General of Imports and Exports, which 


PARL, DEBATES, Ma¥.3; of the Country. 


{362 


were also ordered to be printed and to lie 
on the table.—Mr, Irving, Inspector Ge- 
neral of the Imports and Exports, pre- 
sented, ** An Account of British and Irish 
Linens exported from G. Britain, distin- 
guishing the Linens manufactured in G. 
Britain and Ireland respectively, from the 
Union to the 5th Jan. 1804, and distin~ 
guishiug each year;’ and also, “ An Ac- 
count of the quantity of Malt carried coast- 
ways from England to Scotland, and from 
Scotland to England, in 6 years, ending 
5th Jan. 1804, and ofthe rate and amount 
of the Duties paid thereon, distinguishing 
each year;”.and also, ** An Account of 
all Malt charged with duty in Scotland, 
in 6 years, ending 5th Jan. 1804, and the 
rate and amount of duties paid thereon ;’” 
and also,’ “* An Account of all Strong Beer,, 
Table Beer, and Small Beer, charged with 
Duty in Scotland, in6 years, ending 5th Jan. 
1804, with the rate and amount of Duties 
thereon ;” and also, ‘*:An Account of all 
Clover Seed exparted and imported during 
the last 7 years, ending the 5th Jan, 1804,’” 
Ordered. to lie upon .the table, and be 
printed.—-Sir G. Cornewall presented a pe- 
tition from the Debtors confined in Here- 
ford Gaol, praying relief. Ordered to lie 
on the table.—Two petitions were pre-— 
sented against the Hants, Sussex, and Dor 
set Insurance bill. Ordered to be taken 
into consideration on the second reading 
of the bill,—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, May 3. 


[Mrxures.]—Previous to the transace 
tion of the public business, a Committee of 
Privileges sat, in which some proceedings 
took place relative to the petitions of Lord 
Rossmore, and ether Irish Peers.—The 
Royal assent was given, by commission, to 
sixteen public and,33 private or logal bills ; 
the Commissioners were, the Lord Chan. 
cellor, Lord Walsingham, and-Lord Auck- 
land.—The house then adjourned during 
pleasure; and after'a short interval, the 
Lord Chancellor again took his seat on the 
woolsack. 
[Derence or THe Country.]—The 
Marquis of Stafford, on seeing the noble 
sec, of state in his placé, expressed ‘his 
wish to be informed, whether the ‘same 
causes existed which on a former evening 
induced the noble lord to require’of him 
‘to postpone a motion of considerable im- 
portance which he then interided to make. 
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In case ‘the same causés still prevailed, it 

‘was: his’ intention to propose that its con- 

‘sideration should be farther postponed till 

‘Momday. 

‘Lord Hawkesbury declared, that the same 
-“Feasons whicl ‘had“induced: him on a for- 


‘mer night to apply to the noble marquis to. 


‘postpone his motion, operated at this mo- 
‘ment. He’ therefore hoped that the noble 
“marquis would again postpone his motion. 
‘Should he insist on bringing it forward, the 
«noble lord would unquestionably: be ready 
“to meet the discussion ; but, as he had al- 
«ready said, causes existed which rendered 
‘the agitating any ‘business of :iinportance 
‘Imiproper at present. 
Eord ‘Melville said, that nothing was 
- farther front ‘his intention than to give any 
_ ‘unnecessary troubleto the noble sec. of state 
. “erto the house. ’-If, however, ministers did 
“not' chuse to éxplain what were the obsta- 
‘eles to’ the discussion of the important 
‘question intended to be brought’ forward 
=by the motion of’ the noble marquis, or 
what were''the causes which rendered a 
~ postponement of that motion advisable, he 
“must be allowed, in agreeing to the desire 
“of the noble sec. of state, to put his own 
~ Interpretation on those obstacles or causes 


‘ofdelay. “He begged it, therefore, to be}. 


‘understood that, in consenting to the ap- 
plicationof the tioble sec. he-proceeded on 
© dn‘impression that the causes for postpon- 

ing any measure‘of importance which were 

generally at this moment stated to be the 
true cause of delay, were those which ac- 
tually operated \in. inducing the noble sec. 
_ te, apply for having the motion of the noble 
+ marquis postponed. Under this impression 
he.should agree to.the delay proposed.— 
‘The question. being about. to be put, 
) Lord Grenville rose,, and stated, that he 
heartily, agreed: in what had. fallen from 
noble. lord who spoke last. If causes 
similar to those which were generally un- 
+ derstood: to, exist did operate at present, he 


»@hould, agree with that noble lord, ,on the. 


{précise, understanding that these were the 
actual.causes: of, delay, in concurring, in 
the proposed postponement of the igi 


« If it'was true that .his Majesty was at this; 


@oment.employed in: exercising that: pa- 


tternal.care over his. people, which was ge-. 
o~merally understood to.engage his attention ;. 
if, he »was .endeayouring..to. meet, , their. 
wishes,..and.in;the effectual, way Lo. 


. provide ‘for their, safety and independence, 


forming a better, administration of af;. 


fairs, it would indeed be highly unbecom- 
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{ng and improper to throw any impedi- 
ment in the way of his ‘paternal. exertions, 


But, was it fair, was it open or candid, — 


that this gratifying circumstance should be 
concealed from that house and from his 
people in general ?- Was it proper that no 
disclosure of a matter so great and im. 
portant should be made, but that the post. 
ponement of measures of the last moment 
should be grounded on causes which could 
not be revealed? Under this impression, 
and on the understanding, expressed by 
the noble lord who spoke last, he agreed 
that the motion of the noble marquis be 
postponed till Monday. If no satisfac. 


tory declaration, however, werethen made, 


he, for one, should esteem it his duty, and 
the duty of the house, to oppose any far. 
ther postponement of the motion.—The 
order for Friday was then read and dis- 
charged, and on the motion of the Mar. 
quis of Stafford, was ordered to stand for 
Monday. 

[Vore or To THE ARMY IN 
Ixpia.J—-The order of the day for a vote 
of thanks to Marquis Wellesley, and to 
the other civil and military officers in In- 
dia,, and to. our forces there, for their 
rat zeal and courage manifested in our 
ate successes in India being read, 

Lord Hobart rose to move a vote of 
thanks from that house to those gallant 
officers, and to the non-commissioned offi. 
cers and privates who had so zealously 


supported the cause and contributed to 


the glory of this country in the East In. 
dies. In moving this vote, he did not 
mean to extend it to the policy of the 
war, but merely to confine it to the mili- 
tary successes with which, in its operation, 
it had been crowned. Neither was it his 
intention to confine the vote of thanks to 
the noble governor-general, but to extend 
it fo the other civil and military governors 
in the different establishments, and to the 
officers, non-coramissioned officers, and 
privates in our armies. _ His lordship then 
went through an enumeration of the dif 


ferent splendid successes which our troops 


had experienced, in that quarter, which, 
he said, might more reasonably have béen 


expected to have been performed in three 


campaigns than in three months. He said 


he was the, Jess, inclined to, trouble their 


lordships at length upon the. subject, not 


only ,from; his, confidence that what’ he 


should ,have. to. propose, would meet the 


unanimous sense of every lord present, but 
‘from the consideration that. there were 
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- would doubtless deliver their sentiments 


mies, and the number of pieces of ord- 


_ thotion, but to give it his entire and hearty 


‘ship with the illustrious subject of the 
‘Virtues, and truly to appreciate his 
‘ pelled him, inexpressible as that was, to 


Speak thus of his noble friend; it was the 


of what he advanced, His lordship, then, . 


thers present better qualified to do jus- 
‘tice to the subject than himself, and who 


upon the occasion, In illustration of the 
brilliant and unprecedented success of the 
campaign, his lordship read’ an extract 
from an authentic document, which speci- 
fied the fortresses taken by the British ar- 


gance, of different descriptions, together 
with the quantity of military stores, taken 
jn the interval of a few months; the noble 
lord did not enter into the consideration 
of the political part of the noble marquis’s 
conduct in these respects, as the informa- 
tion which would enable their Jordships to 
form a correct opinion upon that head, 
was not then before the house. He con- 
dluded by moving, “ that the thanks of 
this house be given to the Most Noble 
Richard Marquis Wellesley, Governor- 
General, for the zeal, energy, and ability 
manifested by him in the administration of 
the military resources of the British em- 
pire in India, during the recent war in that 
country.” 

Lord Grenville rose, not to oppose the 


concurrence. He was glad the noble sec. 
of state had kept back the consideration of 
the political part of the noble marquis’s 
conduct, and, on the present occasion, 
only adverted to that which had reference 
to the military operations in India. In- 
deed, such a distinction he should have 
claimed on behalf of the governor gene- 
ral, as the documents of information which 
would enable their lordships to form a 
correct opinion upon the subject, were not 
yet before the house. This information 
was now in possession of ministers, and 
when it was brought forward, he felt con- 
vinced, that the more closely or minutely 
the subject was investigated, the more 
landable and meritorious would every part 
of his noble friend’s administration of the 
affairs of India appear, Long and early 
habits of personal intercourse of friend- 


motion before their lordships, enabled him 
to know his talents, his information, hi¢ 
reat) 
and general merits, Jt was not the force 
of personal friendship or partiality im- 


thorough knowledge and firm conviction 


in order to obviate the necessity of his) 
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troubling: the house a second: time upor 
the subject, adverted to the conduct: of» 
those who, he knéw, were to:be\ the sub- 
ject of subsequent motions, the governors 
of the other presidencies, and. the truly 
gallant and meritorious commanders. of 
the British forces in India. In. consider- 
ing this part of the subject, he glenced. at 
the energy and promptitude displayed: by 
the governor general, in adopting: such 
measures as annihilated, within an intere 
val of time incredibly short, the’ existence 
of two, French auxiliary armies in Indias - 
He noticed tlie great and obvious improves 
ment, of late years, in the discipline and 
tactics of the hostile troops in India, 
which rendered them a much more formi> 
dable enemy to the British, than they had 
been in former wars. The conduct of the 
commanding officers, particularly Gem 
Lake and Wellesley, had their due share 
of the noble lord’s applause. They, as 
well as the British army ix genéral; mani- 
fested what he always hoped would be the 
characteristic of British armies, valour, 
military and scientific skill, and above all, 
justice and clemency in the hour of vic 
tory, and a disposition to lighten the evils 
of that greatest of all human calamities, 
war. After expatiating upop these, and 
a variety of other topics connected with 
the subject, his lordship concluded by | 
declaring his most cordial assent to the 
motion. 

Lord Mulgrave could not withhold his 
sentiment of approbation of the vote now 
proposed. To the exertion, skill, and 
bravery of the chief object of it we were 
indebtéd, not for the successes which had 
attended our arms in this war merely, but 
for part of those in the last, ‘ 

Lord Melville did not wish, however 
well his sentiments had been expressed by 
other noble lords, to give a silent vote on 
this occasion. He had the honour to en- 
joy a situation in the affairs of India, when. 
the noble marquis, to whom the present 
vote applied, was appointed to the ‘situa- 
tion in India. That noble marquis had 
the satisfaction of thinking, that his exer- 
tions both in the former and during the 
present war, had been equally meritorious 
that he had in two different plates de» 
stroyed an immense army of the enemy. 

e (the noble viscount) was therefore un- 
willing that a report of this vote of thanks 
should reach the noble object of it in a 
far distant ‘part of the world, without 
knowing that his conduct was approved by 
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those who had been: instrumental in plac- 
“lag him in that situation. Jue 
Lord Hawkesbury added his share of ap- 
plause to that of the noble lord who pre- 
ceded, as to the meritorious conduct of 
the noble marquis, and in terms of the 
warmest admiration, adverted to the gal- 
lantry) displayed by the commander in 
chief in another part of the country in 
which the victories were obtained, and 
which had been alluded to by his noble 
friend. On the services performed by 
that gallant officer, he particularly com- 
mented and extolled, as well in India, as 
cther parts of the globe. 

. The Earl of Limerick followed, and 
«poke warmly in support of the motion. 
Tn the course of bis speech, he highly pa- 
negyrised the conduct of- Gen. Lake, par- 
ticularly in America, while serving in the 
army of a noble marquis not then ia his 
_place. 
The Earl of Camden also strongly sup- 
ported the motion, and took occasion 
handsomely to descant upon the profes- 
sional merits of Gen. Wellesley. —The 
question was then put, and the thanks of 
_the House were voted nem. dis. 

Lord Hobart then proposed the thanks 


of the house to Lord Clive, for his very 
meritorious conduct as governor of Fort 
St. George, in the late war against Tippoo 


Sultaun, &c. These were voted nem. 
dis.—His lordship afterwards proposed the 
thanks of the house to Jonathan Duncan, 
Esq. governor of Bombay ; togenerals Lake, 
S:. John, and Wellesley; and to the seve- 
ral subordinate officers, &c. which were 
severally voted, nem. dis. by their lord- 
ships. After which it was ordered, that 
the Lord Chancellor do transmit the same 
the governor general, &c,—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, May 3. 


[Mrxuyres J—A message by the black 
rod, required the attendance of the house 
in the house of lords, where the royal as- 
sent was given by gommission to the 
§,000,0001. Exchequer Bills bill, the Ban- 
kers’ Indemnity bill, the Rape Seed Im- 
portation bill, the British Militia Pay and 
Clothing bill, the Militia Adjutants’ bill, 
the Jrish Militia Offer bill, the Irish Mi- 
litia Augmentation bill, the Irish Linen- 
bill, the Priests and Deacons Orders’ bill, 
the Scotch Bank Capital Augmentation 
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| Bar Improvement bill, and several private 
bills, with which the Speaker, on his re. 
turn, acquainted the house.—Sir Edmund 
Hartopp presented a petition from the 
debtors confined in the county gaol of 
Hereford. Ordered to lie on thé table, 
—Mr. Ker presented a petition from the 
linen manufacturers of Belfast and Lis. 
burn in Ireland, against the 4 per cent, 
duty on the exportation of linens. The 
petition stated, that the number of yards 
of linen exported from Ireland in the year 
1796, exceeded 46 millions; that the 
number exported last year was little more 


‘| than 37 millions, being 9,272,948 yards 


less than in the year 1796, and that this 
deficiency had been occasioned by the ruis 
nous operations of the:duty. The peti- 
tion was referred to the committee of the 
whole house, to which the other petitions 
on the same subject were referred.—Mr, 
Rose reported from the Stirling Election 
Committee, that the sitting member, the 
hon. C. E. Fleeming, had been duly 
elected, and that the petition was not fri- 
volous nor vexatious.—Mr. Adams, from 
the Navy Board, presented, An account of | 
the number of men and troops employed 
on board the fleet, from the 31st of Dec, 
1793, to the 15th of March, 1794; alsa 
from the 15th af March, 1803, to the 15th 
of March, 1804. Ordered to lie on the 
table. —The lords’ amendments to the East 
India Dock bill were agreed to, and Mr, 


ships thereof.—Mr. Bankes moved the or« 
der of the day for a committee of the 
whole house on the petition for building a 
new court house in Westminster. The 
house having resolved into the committee, 
Mr. Rose in the chair, the prayer of the 
petition was agreed to; and on the house 
being resumed, the report was received, 
and leave given to bring in a bill pursuant 
to the resolution of the committee, Mr, 
Rose and Mr. Bankes being ordered ta 
prepare and bring in the same.-—Sir John 
Frederick brought up the report of the 
committee, to whom the petition for erect. 
ing a bridge between Staines and Egham. 
had been referred, The resolutions were 
agreed to, and a bill ordered accordingly, 
—Mr Rose moved, that there be laid 
hefore the house, an Abstract of the re- 
turns that had been obtained under the act 
of last session, for procuring returns rez 
lative to the expence and maintenance of 
the poor of England, so far as the same 


‘bill, the Dublin Police bill, the Temple 


had been made to his Majesty's sec. of 


Williams ordered to acquaint their lords - 


were. 
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diate. Ordered.—Mr. Corry brought up 
the bill for authorising the sale to his Ma- 


jesty and his heirs of the Archbishop of 
‘Dublin’s palace in Kevin Street, Dublin, 


nd for directing the application of the 
purchase-money, and of other sums, to 
provide a see-house for bis Grace, Read 
a first time, ordered to be read a second 
time.—Mr. Dillon, under the existing cir- 
cumstances, hoped for the permission of 
the house to defer his motion relative to 
the situation of Catholics in the Irish mi- 
litia to a future day. The hon. mem- 
ber did not fix ov any particular day.— 
Mr. Fox rose. to say, that he did not in- 
tend to bring forward his motion relative 
to the Hanoverian transports to-morrow, 
but that he should postpone it till Mon- 
day; and he wished it to be understood, 
that he did not pledge himself to bring it 
forward on that day. 

(Vote or Tuanks To tHe ARMY IN 
Inpia.]—Lord Castlereagh rose, pursuant 
to notice, to propose a vote of thanks to 
the Marquis Wellesley, ana to the officers 
and soldiers coucerned in achieving our 
late successes in India. The noble lord 
accounted for the postponement of this 
motion to a period so jung alter the intel- 
ligence of several of the brilliant victories 
in that quarter had reached this country, 
by stating, that govt. waited for the full 
oficial details, in order that the name 
of no meritorious officer should be omit- 
ted; that in this mark of distinguished ac- 
knowledgment, the services of no man 
should he overlooked, who had any claim 
to. participate of the honour meant to be 
conferred by a motion of this nature, a 
motion which he begged to be understood 
as distinctly confined to the military tran- 

Sactions, from which he wished to sepa- 
tate every thing of a civil or political na- 
ture, every thing connected with the cause 
and origin of the war. This would form a 
subject for future discussion. Whatever 
might have been the policy which prompt- 
ed to the commencement. of the war, he 
felt it was due to the magnitude of the 
question, and to candor towards the hon. 
gent. on the other side (Mr. Franeis), to 
make it the ground of a special examina- 
tion, and not at all to blend it with the 
motion he had now the honour to submit 
to the house. From that consideration, 
therefore, he should confine himself, on 
the present occasion, to a military view of 
the subject; and hé would not call upon 
the house to pronounce any opinion upon 
Vou, II, 
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the ovher part of the transaction, which it 
was not at all his desire to prejadge. Al- 
though impressed with the persuasion, that 
nothing in his power to urge could,ad- 
vance the military merits of the several 
dflicers engaged, he would not attempt to. 
chill the feelings of the country, which, 
must have been so strongly excited, and. 
so highly elated, by the narration of the, 
brilliant exploits which had been perform= 
ed; exploits which owed so much to the, 
previous arrangement and preparation: of 
Marquis Wellesley. Although he .con- 
ceived the wisdom of the original coutrivs 
ance, and the skill and bravery of the exe 
cution, to be much beyond the reach of 
any panegyric.he could bestow, yet there, 
were two or three prominent features im 
this transaction, of which he could not 
decline to take notice; and first, he ob- 
served that Marquis Wellesley, after hav-. 
ing made ample provision for the. security 


‘of our Indian empire, and after. having 


sent a considerable detachment to reing, 
force our troops in Ceylon, was able to 
bring into the field against Scindia, &c. no 
less a force than 55,000 effective men. 
This served to shew the vigorous exertions. 
of the noble marquis, and the knowledge. 
of the fact must be grateful to the country, 
as it afforded a proud display of the extent 
of our military resources in that quarter of 
the empire. Another meritorious point int 
the conduct of the govt. of India, was the 
prompt and judicious distribution of this 
force. Immediately after the rupture, the 
troops commenced their operations at dif. 
ferent and opposite points of the enemy’s 
territory. Every part of the plan of at- 
tack manifested such a degree of skill and. 
arrangement on the part of Marquis Wel- 
lesley, as perticularly entitled his lordship 
to the attention of parliament. and. the 
gratitude of the country: but such judg- 
ment and vigilance could not excite sur 
prise, when it was recollected that they 
were evinced by the same personage wio 
gave such signal proof of the superiority of 
his mind, in the detection and overthrow’ 
of that inveterate enemy of the British in- 
terests in India, the late Sovereign of the 
Mysore. Another distinguished, trait, in 
the character of this war, the noble_lord: 
observed to be the time in which such im-~ 
portant acquisitions to the fame of our 
arms and the security of our empire had 
been obtained. It appeared that all had 
been done in the space of three months, 
during which Gen. Wellesley had con- 
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uered every thing from. Scindia in the 
uzerat and the Dekan, whilé’ Gen. Lake 
had subdued an iinmense tract of territory 
ii dnothér quarter; atid on ‘the whole, 
those ‘officers, with the other detach- 
ments’of’our force, had made more ex- 
tensive conquests, ‘and obtained more de- 
cisive victories, than tould be' found to 
haVe been atchieved within the ‘saine space 
of time in’ the annals of military history. 
Ifthe force with which our army had to 
contend consisted merely of the natives of 
Hiidia, formed and arrayed as they ordi- 
natily are, our glory would’ not, he con- 
fessed, be by any means so high; but it 
was to be rementbered, that the Mahrattas 
were a power materially different from the 
other native powers of India, and that in 
this instance they were not only disciplined 
but officered by Europeans. Having no- 
ticed the success and the length of the 
campaign, as matter equally of surprise 
and triumph, the noble Lord expressed his 
hope'that the house would excuse him for 
detailing some particulars of its progress, 
although he felt it would be impossible to 
describe it altogether in terms of adequate 
justice. “In the ‘course of the’ war, ‘there 
_were’ eight places of great military strength 
and importance ‘captured ‘by’ our army, 


four of which were taken by escalade, and 
ina manner, he could ventute to say, 
from the best information, not to suf- 
fer by a comparison with the most re- 
powned attacks of the same nature which 
occurred on the Continent. during the 


ast war. The operations of our army, 
however, were not confined ‘to sieges or 
storming parties. They had equally dis- 
tinguished themselves in another species 
of warfare. They had fotght ‘tio less than 
four pitched battles, in two of which Gen. 
Wellesley commanded ; in the others Gen. 
Lake. 'To ‘compare the ‘nature of these 
victories, he felt was not the way to do 
justice to either of the gallant officers, for 
there was a peculiar mefit belonging to 
each. - Their cases, and the circunistances 
eonnected with’ thern were distinct and se- 
parate.” The victiry of ‘the 23d'of Sept. 
was ‘particularly honourable to the courage 
and skill of "Gen. Wellesley. 
Known ‘to’ be a fact, that’ with the 4500 
troops ‘he Commanded, '‘he defeatéd'a force 
not fess than ten titties that number, and 
this defedt was ‘thé’ more ‘AstOnishitig, ‘as 
this stiperior forcewas not formidable 
from number, ‘but from discipline’s it! was 


AA 


‘was now | 


_capable of the varieties of military evolu. 
tion, it actually changed its position five 
different times in the course of the engage- 
ment. Tu fact, the fate of that day was. 
decided by the persevering bravery of ‘our 
troops, and the result put Us in possession 
of 100 pieces of cannon. Jn the battle of 
the 30th of Nov, the noble lord stated, 
that Gen, ‘Lake also had (6 contend with 
a disparity of numbers, for the force of the 
enemy amounted to three or four times 
more than that’ which he commanded; 
and, in addition to this disadvantage, our 
army, within 48 hours before the engage- 
nient commenced, marched 65 miles. ‘The 


-house would feel the ‘extraordinary merit 


which belonged to an army that, under 


such circumstances, could conquer; and 
“particularly when it was recollected, that 


our troops left their artillery behind them, 
and owed their victory to their bayouets, 
The enemy’s army, in this engagement, the 
noble lord stated to be quite familiar with 
regular discipline ; that the greatest part 
of their battalions were under the command 
of European officers ; and that their artil- 
lery was as well served as that of any of 
the powers engaged in the last continen- 
tal war. In alluding to those two officers 
and their deeds in particular, he hoped it 
would not be supposed that he meant to 
throw the other officers and their troops 
into the back ground, as nothing could be 
more remote from his intention. Their 
achievements were such as, he had no 
doubt, would remain for ever impressed on 
the annals and the feelings of their coun- 
try. When calling upon the house to pro- 
claim and record its admiration and grati- 
tude for such an army, the noble lord re- 
peated that he did not mean to look for 
any thing that could have a tendency to 
justify the policy of the war, and, without 
éfitering into its merits, would congratulate 
that house and the country on one colla- 
teral effect of it—that it had produced the 
complete disorganization of the whole force 
of Scindia, which had been trained up and 
Organized to annoy our possessions, to 
form'a diversion in that part of our em- 
pire in favour of an old, jealous rival, and 
now an inveterate enemy, whose emissaries 
were employed to propagate their perfidi- 
ous and énvenomed views among the 
chiefs of the Mahratta confederacy, and 
to communicate a knowledge of discipline 
to’ the ‘Mahratta troops. Another ‘sa- 
lutary effect of this war, must be to ad: 


}Vance the military character of our coun 
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try; a thing, by the bye, of the utmost 
consequence in the present times ;: for, in 
the military age in which we live, the high 
reputation of our army was essential to 
our security. It was a valuable part of 
our general character; -and it must be 
matter of proud contemplation for the 
‘country that, growing as it was in wealth, 
and in that luxury which was its general 
concomitant, no national debility had fol- 
lowed ; our people had lost nothing of the 
energy which uniformly characterized G. 
Britam; on the contrary, that energy 
seemed to improve as danger pressed, and 
the laurels which our troops had collected 
jn the course of the last war, were, by such 
events as those to which he alluded on the 
present occasion, refreshed and invigorat- 
ed. The monument of fame which was 
raised by the British army in Egypt, had 
been farther exalted by the British army in 
India. ‘There was no part of the world 
that had not witnessed our glory ; and was 
it to be supposed that, if any occasion 
arose, that glory would not be equally con- 
spicuous at home? He felt that it would be 
apresumption in any individual to wish 
that such an occasion should occur—to 
express a desire for a contest with the 
enemy on our own soil; but he would say 
that, after all the pompous and insulting 
menaces of that enemy, he could trace 
nothing in the state of our preparations in. 
the spirit of parliament or the people, 
which could lead him to wish that the 
enemy should not come. If he should 
come, sure he was, that there was no 
‘ground to fear for the result. It was ob- 
vious, that the genius of Englishmen, 
which could urge to such extraordinary 
exertions in distant colonies, when acted 
upon by all the important considerations 
which prompt to the defence of liberty, in- 
dependence, family, and home, would rise 
to exertion and glory of a still higher na- 
ture. Should that day of trial come, he 
was confident that our army would not be 
- contented with emulating even their coun- 
trymen who have fought in Egypt and 
India, but that the result of the contest 
would be the source of joy, exultation, 
‘and gratitude, not only in their own coun- 
try, but throughout the whole civilized 
world. The noble lord concluded with 
‘moving the thanks of the house to the 
Most Noble Richard Marquis Wellesley, 
Governor General of India, for the zeal, 
_enérgy, and ability, with which the military 
resources of his govt, were applied if the: 


late war with Scindia and the Raj th of Be- 
rar; also, that the house do attribute the 
result of that war in a great degree, to the 
vigorous and comprehensive measures 
adopted by the govt. of India, and to the 
system of promptitude and efficiency. by 
Pg the armies were brought into the 
eld. 
Mr. Francis.—Mr. Speaker ; the motion, 
made by the noble lord puts me under great 
difficulty, and if it prevails, I think, will 
reduce the house itself to a similar difficulty 
in its future proceedings on the subject of 
the war im India. fF shall state it fairly as 
it strikes me, and leave it to the candid 
consideration and impartial judgmeut of 
the house. When I attended yesterday, in 
consequence of the notice given by the 
noble lord, it was with an expectation, 
well warranted by the terms in which he 
gave it, that nothing was intended but a 
particular vote of thanks, in which I should 
have heartily concurred, to parties and for 
services of which he cannot think more 
highly than Ido. I believed and I ex- 
pected that the motion would be confined, 
as I still think it ought to be, to persons 
and to actions, concerning which there 
could be no difference of opinion, I mean 
the eminent gallantry and skill with which 
all the military operations against the 
Mahrattas appear to have been conducted. 
The memory of the brave men who have 
fallen in these conflicts, is entitled to every 
mark of honour which this house has the 
power of conferring. ‘The services of the 
survivors have an equal claim to the gra- 
titude of theircountry. Whether so many 
valuable lives have been unprofitably lost, 
or in a quarrel which ought, or ought not 
to be avowed by parliament, or whether 
such great exertions have been made with 
a sufficient consideration of the policy, the 
justice, and the uecessity of the war, are 
questions which it was not advisable nor in 
any shape necessary to be brought this day 
into debate. The noble lord’s motion 
forces them to a discussion without neces- 
sity, and in effect decides them without 
knowledge. ‘The merits of the war itself 
ought to have been left untouciied and en- 
tire for future deliberation. By this mo- 
tion that question is prejudees 5 or at least 
the use and effect of that deliberation is 
precluded. It isimpossible for parliament — 
‘to go with a free and unbiassed mind to 
‘examine the wisdom or the justice of a, wax, 
to the author and director of wh.ch they 
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-have already returned their thanks in such 
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exalted terms, first-for the plan, and then 
for the success of it. ‘The noble lord has 
been very cautious, as he says, not to 
confound the two questicns. He has 
drawn a line of distinction between the me- 
‘rits and services of Marquis Weilesley in 
his military capacity, that is, for the plan 
and operations of the war; which cannot 
be too highly applauded, and the justice 
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__.or policy of the war itself, which, he says, 


are still left open to the examination, and 
possibly to the censure of parliament, 
when the’ evidence comes before them. 
This I hold to be impossible in practice. 
When once this house has pronounced that 
the plan, the execution, and the success 
of a great measure deserve your highest 
approbation, you cannot tread back your 
steps; you cannot say to the same man, 
under another character, as if he played 
two parts in the same performance, that 
the principles on which he acted deserve 
your severest condemnation. I put the 
case as a bare possibility in argument, and 
not meaning to utter a word, or to breathe 
’@ thought in prejudice of that part of the 
question which the noble lord says is still 
reserved for a free discussion. On a for- 
mer occasion, when this subject was first 
introduced, I flatter myself that the manner 
in which urged an inquiryjinto the causes of 
the war in India, existing then, and indeed 
‘still existing, without the knowledge of 
pasliament, had given general satisiaction. 
T said not one word in disparagement of 
“Marquis Wellesley ; nor shall Inow, No 


other evidence of the merit of his measures 


is within our kuowledge, but that bis mea- 
sures have sticceeded, On that principle, 
in fair and honourable argument, if his 
‘measures had been defeated, we must have 
‘condemned him on the principle of his 
‘conduct.. The noble lord, who extols the 
‘care tnken, and the extraordinary provi- 
‘sions made by Marquis Wellesley to guard 
‘against defeat and to insure success, in 
‘one instance forgets himself: he says that 
‘one of gen. Lake’s victories was obtained 
by a handful of men against an immense 
disparity of numbers, That, indeed, | 
allow, is saying a great deal for the skill of 
the general, and for the valour of the 
‘army; but it is not saying much for the 
precautions taken, and the means furnished 
by the civil govt. - Whatever the event 
may be, no govt. has a right to expect, or 


‘to calculate upon the probability that a 


‘handful of men will succeed against a very 
superior force. In the first action under 


s 
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gen. Wellesley, on the other side of India, 
{ know with certainty that his army was in 
the greatest danger, and that if that most 
gallant charge made by our cavalry, in the 
frout of which col. Maxwell fell, had not 
succeeded, our army would in all appear- 
ance have been’ lost. I agree with the 
noble lord, that the dissolution of the 
French force under M. du Perron, which 
was attached to the service of Scindia, 
may be a considerable advantage. _What- 
ever it may be, it was collateral and inci- 
dental. If lam rightly informed, it was 
not reduced by force, but came over to us 
by private negociation and agreement. The 
noble lord talks with triumph and exulta- 
tion of the rapid progress of our arms, and 
the immense acquisitions of territory we 
have made in the Guzzerat and elsewhere, 
He forgets that the positive law of this 


principles of policy and justice, and con- 
firmed by the advice of every man in this 
country, whose authority deserves to be 
regarded, forbids any farther acquisition of 
territory in India. Prima facie, a British 
governor, who makes war for the acquisi- 
tion of territory, offends against the law, 
and is bound to justify himself on the case 
before he can be acquitted.—On the whole, 
Sir, it is my opinion, that this motion of 
thanks to Marquis Wellesley, ougit to be 
deferred. I have no personal object to 
obtain, or even wish to gratify, in the part 
I have taken on this subject, unless it is 
to preserve the consistency of my own 
character, and to adhere to the principles 
with which I set out ip the govt. of India, 
and from which I never have departed, 
Thanks given without knowledge or deli- 
beration, do no honour to those who give, 
or to those who receive them. ‘They have 
no root, and canuot live. Let the evidence 
come before us. Let the noble lord’s con- 
duct be examined, and then if it should 


that it was founded in justice and neces- 
sity, I shall be as ready as any man to join 
in the thanks proposed by this motion. 
The thanks of the house of commons, 
founded om due examination, and includ- 
ing all the considerations that belong to 
the question, will then proceed, with dig- 
nity, Their impression will be deep, and 
their effect lasting, ] therefore think that 
the motion ought to be postponed. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed 
with the hon, gent, who spoke last, that 


country, founded on the best considered 


appear that the war in which India is in- © 
volved, was not voluntarily on his part, . 
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thanks without a knowledge of their being 
deserved, reflected honour ueither on the 
giver nor the receiver ;. but he contended, 
that sufficient grounds were laid in this 
jnstance to justify the vote proposed to 
the noble marquis. This motion, in fact, 
was sustained by the same principles upon 
which all similar votes of thanks rested. 
The house was fully apprised of the-splen- 
did exploits alluded to, and it was pro- 
posed to thank the noble marquis not in 
bis civil, but m his military capacity; not 
as governor general of India, but as cap- 
tain general of the forces. To his com- 
bination and arrangement in that capa- 
city, it was known that the glorious issue 
of the campaign was, in a great measure, 
to be attributed. As to the allusion of 
the hon, gent. to what he called the im- 
prudence of the governor general, -in ex- 
posing Gen. Wellesley to fight the enemy 
with such unequal numbers, that fight was 
the result of an accident against which no 
foresight could have guarded; and Col. 
Stevenson was at the time within half a 
day’s march of the general with a rein- 
forcement of 10,000 men. ‘The reference 
_ to the law, as restraining us from extend- 
ing our territory in India, the right hon, 
gent. stated to be very incorrect; as the 
act which passed in 1794 prescribed only 
that we should not commeace a war in 
India for the sake of conquest; but to 
maintain, that in the course of a war we 
should make no conquests that might tend 
to secure ourselves, or facilitate a peace, 
was a proposition too extravagant to be 
. listened to. He professed his wish to ab- 
stain from any allusion to the legitimacy of 
the war, until the house should be in pos- 
session of the means of fully examining 
and fairly judging upon it; and called for 
the approbation of the house to the ser- 
vices of the noble marquis as a military 
commander, not us a civil officer. 

Mr. For was extremely sorry to have 
any difficulty in acceding to the present 
motion; but, in his opinion, it was in 
all reason and all argument, impossible 
that such a motion should be sanctioned. 
He considered it a new principle to vote 
the approbation of the house to any but 
tho:e actually engaged in the exploits, 
which it from time to time had thought 
proper to distinguish by that honour. It 
was, however, stated, that Marquis Wel- 
‘lesley had set the army in motion. He 
might have given commands to that effect, 
byt if such connection with an army, were 
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to be admitted as a claim to parliamentary 
thanks, the commander in chief of this 
country would have a right to be in- 
cluded in any vote for any achievement 
performed by the British army; and 
upon the same principle the Admiralty 
should have participated of the thanks 
voted to Lord Howe and Lord St. Vin-, 
cent, for their glorious victories in the 
course of the last war. He hoped the 
two questions would be kept distinct, and 
that the execution would not be blended 
with the arrangement. It was, indeed, 
contended, that all this had been done in 
the character of captain general ; but was 
it a matter of doubt that the title of cap- 
tain general was, in this instance, entirely 
of a civil siguification, and the person 
who filled it, however respectable in other 
points of view, was a person of a perfectly 
civil education, without any military ex- 
perience whatsoever ; a person who could 
not be trusted with the command of the 
army. The noble marquis must be sen- _ 
sible of all these things, and if the thanks 
of the house were voted to him on this 
ground, he would think tke house was 
laughing at him. He felt himself under 
the necessity, from a regard to the consist- 
ency of the house, and from motives of 
respect for the noble marquis, to protest 
against mixing him in this vote. He should 
therefore move the previous question upon 
this resolution. 

Mr. /Vallace stated, that the votes of 
thanks to the Marquis. Wellesley, on the 
capture of Seringapatam, and the con- 
quest of the Mysore, to Lord Clive, go- 
vernor of Bombay, and Mr. Duncan, go- 
nernor of Bombay, for their services-in 
contributing to these achievements, were 
proofs that the practice was not new. 
But whether there were precedents or not, 
he thought it impossible to contemplate 
victories, such as should animate every 
British breast, and to refuse to associate in 
the thanks which were bestowed on them, 
the men whose wisdom and prudence had. 
contributed most to them. 

Mr. Johnstone said, the vote of thanks 
to Marquis Wellesley, on the occasion al- 
luded to by the hon. gent. who spoke last, 
was founded on the sagacity with which he 
had discovered, and the promptitude and 
ability with which he had defeated, the 
intrigues of the French and Tippoo; me- 
rits belonging to his civil capacity, and 
distinct from a military character. - He 
feared the Mahrattas would prove more 
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. the conduct of the British troops in In- 
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dangerous enemies, now ‘that they were 
dispersed, than when, by'a mode of war- 
fare unused to them, they were united in 
large bodies, and ventured’ on pitched 
battles: his apprehension was inereased by 
the fact of there having been no intelli- 
gence from Gen, Wellesley for 20 days 
before the last dispatches left Bombay. 
Perhaps the dispersed armies, by cutting 
off his supplies in the hilly country into 
which he had entered, had compelled him 
to raise the siege which he had undertaken, | 
and to retire with loss. If the house were. 
in the alternative of voting its thanks. 
now, or being precluded from voting them 
altogether, he should concur in the vote, 
though not acquiescing im all that had. 
been said in support of it. But that was 
not the case now: the ancient and cus- 
tomary mode of voting the thanks of the 
house was not immediately on each vic- 
tory, but’ at the end of the campaign, as. 
was evident from a reference to the votes 
of thanks to the Duke of Marlborough. 
No mischief could arise from: delay, while 
much mischief arose from haste. It some- 
times happened, from too great precipi- 
tancv, that a person received a vote of 
thanks, whom it was afterwards thought 
necessary to remove from his command. 
He would not mention names, but the 
ease of Copenhagen must be fresh in every 
ene’s memory. The expedition to Hol- 
land was also an instance of the rasliness 


hastily. On these principles, he should 
vote for the previous questicn. 

Mr. Wilberforee expressed himself in 
the warmest terms of approbation as to 


dia; but at the same time observed, that 
he confessed he did not like the question 
im its present shape. He could not pos- 
sibly bring his mind to approve of the 
conduct of a governor general, at a time 
when the propriety or impropriety of that 
eonduct was yet unascertained in the most 
material points. We bad no knowledge 
whatever of his reasons for going to war 
in the first instance, and the campaign 
had not yet come to a termination, from 
which a general conelusion could be 
drawn.» He’ was as far as any man from 
thinking ‘to ‘the prejudice of the noble 
Jord, who had so far conducted our affairs 
im the East with such extraordinary suc- 
ess, but as there were no groutids before 
the house upon which he could be ‘able ‘to 


form an opinion, he could not say that the | 


greatest crimes had not been committed 
in the course of that war, or in the pro. 
vocation to the war, He knew that man: 
kind ‘were in general too prone to ambis 
tion, and too much gratified with adula- 
tion. As he was at‘present but groping in 
the dark, and had no means of seeing the 
whole’ of the question clearly before his 
eyes, he felt ‘himself under the necessit; 
of putting hypothetical cases. If it shoul 

tarn out, which he was far from supposing 
it probable that it would, that the gover- 
nor general’s conduct was extremely im. 
proper, that he acted with injustice towards 


| the natives, or in defiance of an act of 


Parliament, was it. not possible that future 
governors general might be induced to 
adopt schemes of aggrandizement, with a 
view to obtain similar honours to those 
which were to be conferred, in the present 
instance, on a person of whose rectitude 
he had not the smallest doubt, but as ta 


the propriety of whose conduct the house: 


had not the smallest means of judging, 
otherwise than as to his direction of our 
military operations so far? War was one 
of the greatest evils that could befal man. 
kind, and he trusted that the house would 
pause before they gave the sanction of 
their vote of approbation to a war, which, 
however splendid in its progress, might 
possibly afterwards appear to be unjustly 
forced upon those with whom we were con- 
tending. Supposing even, as he could do 
nothing else but conjecture on the subject, 
supposing that the resolution of going to 
war had been formed a long time previous 
to the commencement of hostilities, that 
would materially detract from the merit 
of the transaction; as a great portion of 
it consisted of the promptitude and ala- 
crity with which the whole was executed, 
He had not the smallest hesitation in say- 
ing, that it was not only his hope, but 
also that it was his most firm belief, that 
on a fuller investigation the conduct of 
the noble lord would appear to have been 
most Strictly consistent with ‘justice and 
with honour, atid that it would be such as 
was highly creditable to the nation But 
as he did not like to thank by halves, as 
it’ was his disposition to be inclined to 
thank with his whole heart, he wished 
that the proposition of a vote of thanks 
had been postponed, until he had such 


an opportunity that he could feel himself 


most conscientiously ‘justified in giving it 
his support, 
“Mr, ‘Hobhouse declared, that‘he was 
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tremely sorry to see that any misconcep- 
tion should have arisen in the mind of the 


hon. gent. who had just sat down, He, 


had supposed the war in India to be a war 


aggrandizement, and he had spoken: as 


if it had been iv contemplation for some. 


years. There were no such facts before 
the house, nor did any of the, circum- 
stances warrant such conclusions,, The 
question before the house was only di- 
rected to the military operations of the 
war; and though he might lament the 
evils of war in the same way as the hon, 
gent. had done, yet seeing that neither the 
justice nor the policy of the war were in- 
volved in the least in what was submitted 
to the house, he could not at all find 
himself justified in withholding his vote of 
thanks from the persous who had achieved 
so much for the honour and glory of their 
country, The house had done the same 
or more in the vote of thanks to our offi- 
cers and troops at Egypt; they had re- 
ceived the thanks of the house for the 
‘ shanner in which they effected their land- 
ing, and they were afterwards thanked by 
the same housej of commons at the end of 
the campaign. The hon. gent. (Mr. Fran- 
cis) who lately moved for the production 
of papers relative to the affairs of India, 
had then displayed his usual candour, 
He was sorry to see him now prejudge 
the question. He thought that there was 
a most strong mark of genius in the con- 
ception of such extensive plans, and in 
the direction of every part of the opera- 
tions, in such a manner as to be most 
completely in unison, notwithstanding their 
’ vast distance from each other. He was 
always inclined to give praise where praise 
was justly due, and therefore he gave his 
most hearty support to the original mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Wilberforce, in explanation, said, 
that he had neither spoken of the war as 
having been many years in contemplation, 
nor had he said that it was.a war of ag- 
grandizement. Having no facts before 
him, upon which he might be. enabled 
to argue, he had put these hypothetical 
cases, which he. was sure the house would 
recollect that he had used with a consi- 
derable degree of caution. aa 
_ Mr. Grey said, that he was.surprised to 
hear the interpretation that had been given 
to the of his hon. friend, (Mr, 
Francis). From the turn. which, the de~ 
bate had.taken, and. from the. length, to 
which it.had been extended, he, should 


not have troubled the house with any ob-: 
servations upon the subject, were it not 
that he felt himself bound in justice to his 
hon. friend, to rise for the purpose. of 
rescuing him from the imputation which 
had been, thrown upon him by the speech. 
of an hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Hobhouse). 
His, hon, friend was not..known at any 
time to be deficient in candour,. and he 
denied that in this instance he had pre- 
judged the question. In the course of @ 
very long and able speech which had been, 
delivered by the noble lord who opened 
the debate, he had dwelt for some time 
upon the circumstance of the great acqui+ 
sitiou of territory which had. beea obtained 
by the late successes in India. He would. 
appeal to the house, then, if it was not, 
fair for his hon. friend. to answer, that 
such wars appeared, prima facie, to be 
objects of suspicion.. All wars in India, 
by. which conquests may be obtained, are 
doubtful in their nature, and the house 
should see the justice of such wars before. 
they proceeded to a vote of thanks. Ano- 
ther hon. friend of his (Mr. Johnstone) 
had also been misrepresented; he did 
suppose not intentionally, but certainly 
he was misrepresented. He-had observed 
that it bad been the ancient practice of 
the house to give a vote of thanks only 
when the campaign was ended, and when 
something was seen to have been estas 
blished with some degree of security by 
means of the conquests which had been 
obtained; and he lamented that a differ. 
ent sort of practice had crept into the pro= 
ceedings of that house. To that an ex- 
ception was taken by another hon. mem= 
ber, and he had quoted the: precedent of 
the vote of thanks to our troops in Egypt.. 
That could hardly be said in a serious 
manner to be among the ancient proceed- 
ings of that house. His hon. friend had 
declared, that he thought it to be irregular 
for the house to pass a vote, of thanks. to, 
the governor general of India, in his mi- 
litary capacity only, as abstracted from 
any idea of his civil situation, and in sup- 
port of that the vote of thanks to Gems 
Wellesley for his conquests in the Mysore 
‘was referred to. He here read the words 
of the vote from the Journals of the house, 
‘the. substance. of\.which was, that. the 
house returned, him thanks for the. uniform 
,wisdom, and moderation, of his conduct in 
Opposing the enemy, and also for the pe- 
‘netration, ability, and) vigour» which 
| had displayed in counteracting the in: 


4 
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was equally inadequate to the support of 
the position which it was called in to 
strengthen. Moderation must unques- 
tionably refer to his conduct in his civil 
capacity. His penetration and ability in 
counteracting intrigues, which were also 
objects of the commendation of that house, 
could not be fairly reckoned amoung the 
duties of a soldier. It was therefore evi- 
dent, that such a vote of thanks was not 
contined solely to the view of military con- 
duct. ‘The vote to Mr. Duncan might be 
said to be in some degree a precedent for 
the vote which the house was then called 
upon to pass; but even that was not com- 
pletely applicable. In the present case, 
the house might give their thanks for con- 
duct that was exceedingly meritorious, or 
they might, for aught they knew, express 
their approbation of conduct which they 
might hereafter be induced to censure. 
He thought that it would be a much more 
prudent line of conduct for the house to 
avoid the adoption of any resolution which 
might possibly create embarrassment in 
their future proceedings. Thanks had 
been voted to Mr. Hastings for the ability 
and vigour which he had displayed in a 
transaction, for the injustice of which that 
house had afterwards felt it their duty to 
impeach him at the bar of the house of 
lords. Though it was not the business of 
soldiers to think, but to execute, he 
should wish that the thanks of that house 
should not be given even to our troops, 
for their bravery in the performance of an 
action which, though it was a duty in them 
to execute with alacrity, and though it 
should have been achieved in the most 
splendid manner, might eventually be 
proved to be founced in injustice, and 
contrary to the written laws of our coun- 
try. It was a painful task for him to dis- 
sent from a vote of thanks as the reward 
of valour; but with the scanty information 
that was now before the house, he thought 
that the most just, the most honourable, 
as well as the inost candid line of conduct 
that he could pursue, would be to abstain 
from passing any judgment upon the case, 
and to give his support to the motion of his 
hon. friend. 
Sir Theophilus Metcalfe agreed, that if 
the war was on our part a war of aggres- 
sion or injustice, ‘then there should be no 
vote of thanks, not even the shadow of 
thanks, As the hon. gent. on the bench 
bélow him (Mr. Wilberforce) appeared to 
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trigues of the French. ‘his precedent } him to have cast some reflections on the 


war, and as the hon. gent. opposite (Mr, 


Francis) had, on a former night, made use 
of thé allusion of the tender wolf and the 


violent lamb, a figure better understood 
in India than in this country, he thought 
it necessary to say a few words in justifi- 
cation of the war. The constant intrigues 
of Sciudia with the French, and the num- 
ber of Frenchmen in his army, who kept 


up a constant communication with Paris, 


were alone sufficient proofs of his hostility 
to the British power in India.—[{lere Mr, 
Fox called the hon. bart. to order, as it 
had been understood that the discussion 
of the grounds of the war was not now to 
be gone into, ‘The Speaker stated this to 


be the understanding; but Sir I. Metcalfe > 


claimed a right to state the reasons which 
justified his vote.]|—The Mahrattas had 
always been our inveterate enemies. It 
was a fact, that fur 100 years back, the 
Mabrattas had been the constant dis. 
turbers of the peace of India. Scindia, 
in pursuance of this plan, but with a par. 
ticular spirit of hostility towards ‘us, had 
entered into intrigues with the French, 
and his plans were ripe for executioa— 
[Here the hon. bart. was again called to 
order by Mr. William Smith, who said he’ 
only wished it to be understood, that if 
the hon. bart. went into the general ques- 
tion, it was open to every one; but when 
it had been agreed not to go into it, he 
thought it wrong to deviate from that un- 
derstanding. Gen. Maitland rose to shew 
that the hon. bart. spoke to order, but 
was called to order himself by Mr. Bankes, 
as going also into the general ques- 
t'on.]—Sir Theophilus resumed. He re- 
ferred gent. to a book published by the 
noble marquis, on the subject of the causes 
of this war, for a full and ample justifica- 
tion of the grounds on which it was en- 
tered into. ‘This book was now in the 
hands of many individuals; he supposed 
the hon. gent. below him (Mr. Wilber- 
force) had seen it; it would soon be pub- 
lished here, and would form a valuable 
part of the library of every political man. 


He allowed that this vote of thanks was 


for services done in the capacity of gover- 
nor general, not that of captain general. 
It had been said that Gen. Lake had an 
inferior force : the fact was, that the force 


was so well apportioned, that there was . 
no.where a man too many, no where a 
‘man too few. The extent of the country 
which was the scene of hostilities, was — 
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also to be considered; it was above 1000 
miles square. There was not a voice 
in Indostan, civil or military, native or 
European, which did vot give the first 
credit to the noble marauis. The hon. 
bart. then stated, as a proof of concert in 
the plan and operations, that the fort of 
Barrach was taken by Col. Woodington, 
at the same time that Gen. Perron was 
surrendering to Gen. Lake. As a proof 
of the high state of discipline of the sea- 
poys in our service, and their zeal and 
devotion, he stated that Gen. Lake’s great 
victory was gained without any other Eu- 
ropean assistance than that of the 76th 
regiment, of which one half was lost in 
the action. As a proof of the decisive 
nature of the victories gained, he stated 
that 700 pieces of cannon were taken 
from the Mahrattas, and that they had 
not now 20 pieces in their possession ; 
but what was of still more importance, 
the French power in India was entirely 
dissolved. All this, he said, was to be 
attributed, in the first instance, to the 
noble Marquis Wellesley. 

Mr. Grey, in explanation, disclaimed 


for himself and his hon. friends any inten- 


tion of casting the smallest imputation on 
the marquis of Wellesley. 

Mr. William Smith looked upon the vote 
of thanks for the conquest of the Mysore 
as no precedent for this ; for the grounds 
there stated were of acivil nature, inclu- 
sive even of moderation, and the contest 
was terminated. 

Mr. Rose said, he should vote for the 
original motion, thinking that it would 
not prejudge the question of the justice of 
the war; while passing the previous ques- 
tion would cast a reflection on the marquis 
Wellesley. 

Mr. Francis did not consider an appeal 
to a publication made in india, even if it 
was in every member's hands, as a ground 
for a preliminary vote. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, 
that it was the wish of his noble friend in 
India, that every document which could 
facilitate inquiry into his conduct, should 

be laid before the house.—The previous 
question was then put, and negatived 
without a division, and the original motion 
agreed to nem. con; as were also the fol- 
lowing: “‘ That the thanks of this house 
be given to the right hon. Lord Clive, go- 
vernor of Fort St. George, for the zeal 

and energy with which he concurred to 
Vou. IL 
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promote these successes —To Jonathan 
Duncan, Esq. governor of Bombay, for 
the zeal and vigour with which he hud 
employed the resources of that presidency. 
—l'o Gen. Gerard Lake, commander in 
chief of his Majesty’s military forces in 
India, for the eminent judgment, the ac- 
tive spirit, and invincible intrepidity which 
he had displayed, and which had so highly 
contributed to secure those brilliant vic- 
tories, which would maintain the honour 
of the British nation, and give additional 
lustre to the glory of the British arms.— 
To Major Gen. St. John, and Major Gen. 
Weilesley, for their eminent and brilliant 
services; and also to the officers serving 
in the different regiments in the armies 
engaged, both European and native.— 
That this house doth highly approve and. 
acknowledge the conduct of the non-com- 
missioned officers and private soldiers of 
the different corps, European and native, 
and the commanders of the different corps 
are desired to signify the same to them.”— 
It was ordered that the Speaker do trans- 
mit the resolutions to the Marquis Wel- 
lesley, desiring him to communicate them 
to the governors general, and other ofli- 
cers, referred to therein.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 4. 


[Mrwutrs.]—Counsel were finallyheard 
relative to the appeal from the court of 
Chancery, Richardson v. the University 
of Oxtord, viz. Mr. Erskine, at consider. 
able length on the part of the appellant, 
in reply, the Lord Chancellor quitted the 
woolsack, and made a variety of obser- 
vations upon the legal hearings of the case, 
as it then stood, for the consideration of 
their lordships: these resolved into the 
question, whether the court was right in 
granting the injunction, until the case 
came to a final hearing? He continued to 
entertain the opinion he formerly did, as 
to the decision of the court below, which 
he considered to be well founded. The 
noble and learned lord moved accordingly, 
and put the usual question for a revisal of 
the decree.—Lord Ellenborough rose and 
delivered his opinion upon the case. He 


agreed in what was laid down by his no- 
ble and learned friend.—After a few ob. 
servations from Lord Grantley, the ques- 
tion was put, and the decree ordered to 
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be:confirmed.—The bills upon: the table, 
,cbiefly of a private or local description, 
pwere, forwarded in their respective stages. 
Statute: Duty bill,.the Militia Offi- 
,cers’, Qualification bill, the Leicester Coun~ 
yty Rate bill, aud a few private bills, were 
brought up from the Commons, aud read 


' a first time; after which the house ad- 


journed till Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, May 4, 

[Minutes.J—Petitions were presented 
from the debtors confined im the county 

aols of Norfolk and Salop. Ordered to 
fie on the table.—The Leicester County 
Rates’ bill was read a third time, and 
passed. — The English Loan. bill was 
read a second time, aud ordered to be 
committed to-morrow. the mo- 
tion of Mr. Vansittart, the Customs Duty 
bill was read a second time, and ordered 
to be committed on Monday next.—On 
the motion of Mr. Vansittart also, the 
Wine Duties’ bill was read a second time, 
and ordered to be committed to-morrow. 
—The Irish Annuities’ bill was read a se- 
cond time, and ordered to be committed 
to-morrow.— The Statute Duty Regula- 
tion bill was read a third time, and passed. 
-—Mr. Foster brought up the report of the 
minutes from the committee on the Irish 
Currency, which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed. 

[AYLESBURY KLECTION BILL.]—Sir 


_ George Cornwall, in pursuance of an or- 


der of the day, moved, that the house do 
go into a committee on the Aylesbury 
Election bill——On the question being put 
by the Speaker, 

The Marquis of Titchfield rose to give 
his negative to the measure. He did not 
think any sufficient case had been made 
out of a nature to warrant ‘a proceeding 
such as the bill went to provide. A great 
deal had been said in a former discussion 
on the evils arising from corruption in 
elections for members of Parliament. _ He 
was ready to grant all that could be said 
in this respect, but the argument he 
thought did not apply in the present in- 
stance, as it had not been by any means 
proved that the majority of the electors 
had been guilty, as pretended to be stated: 
It was merely a supposition, for which 


_ there was no sufficient evidence before the 


house, Because a number of the electors 
had been guilty of corruption, there could 


be no sufficient reason for depriving the 
rest, who were innocent, of their rights 
and privileges. Unless, therefore, a pro- 
per case against the borough as such, could 
be made out, he could uot give his assent 
to the Speaker’s leaving the chair. 

Sir George Cornwall contended that , the 
bill was necessary, as it bad appeared that 
several hundreds of the electors were im- 


| plicated in this corruption, and he could 


see no better means of restoring the purity 
of election in the borough of Aylesbury, 
Mr, Rose entered at considerable length 
into the question, in which he endeavoured 
to shew the prupriety of resorting to the 
method proposed, as the most. natural and 
constitutional mode. Ile then reviewed the 
manuer in which boroughs had been treated 
in similar cases, from the time of Charles 
II, downwards, noticing the different cases 
of Stockbridge, Shoreham, Hindon, and 
Shaftesbury. Ifever there was an instance 
that was peculiarly flagrant, it was the 
present. Two hundred electors had ‘ase 
sembled at apublic tavern, where they re- 
ceived the money publicly. In almost every 
other case, some regard to decency had 
been shewn; but here there was none: so 
that of 417 voters, a large majority were 
clearly bribed. Mr, Bent was an utter 


stranger to the place, and had no sort of | 


hope but by dint of money. They had 
even carried a funeral procession through 
the town for the other candidate, because 
he did not pay at the same rate. 

Mr. Francis did not think the measure 
proposed by the bill the most effectual way 
of checking the evil complained of. Had 
it been the purport of the bill to deprive 
those of the right of voting who.had abused 
their privilege, or did the punishment, by 
extending the franchise, fall only on the 
present persons who were deemed guilty, 
there could perhaps be little objection to 
the measure, but asit must affect those to 
come also, who could have no share in the 
corruption complained of, he would give 
his vote against the motion. 

Sir John Newport contended, that the 
bill went to remedy the evil complained of, 
by providing a pure body of electors. Those 
who do not exercise their right of election, 
by a wise act of the legislature are deprived 
of it, and ought not the house much more 
to take it away from those who had made 
a bad use of it? It had been stated that 
the preamble does not justify the bill. 


The preamble, however, stated, that if - 


some remedy be not applied, the evil 
in all probability will go on, In acced- 
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ing to the motion, therefore, you act 
from the opinion of your committee. The 
instances of corruption on which the opi- 
nion of that committee was founded, were 
of avery open and flagrant nature, and 
were by no means of a new standing. John 
Wilkes used to say, that the people of 
Aylesbury were very good friends to him, 
for they always preferred his guinea to any 
Would the 
house therefore leave it in the power of 
every pretended reformer to say, that they 
were either unwilling, or had not within 
themselves the power to reform? It was 
unnecessary, he thought, to multiply in- 
stances in which the house had interfered 
iu similar cases,. He would admit of in- 
fluence arising from family connection 
with a borough, and from benefits of pa- 
tronage of long standing, but deprecated 
that influence which arose from money 
only, and by which a man, who had never 
seen the borough before, and who could 
have no interest in its welfare, might carry 
the election against those who were its na- 


- tural protectors. 


Mr. Hurst was decidedly against the 
motion. Its natural tendency, he thought, 
was to unhinge the constitution. From 
the grounds on which the franchise of a 
borough rested, he argued it could not 
be legally and constitutionally taken away 
more than the privileges of that house. 
The greater part of those besides, he in- 
sisted, who had taken the money, were 
not voters, but belonged to the mob. 
Would they, therefore, take away the rights 
ofthe borough, because the minor part of 
the voters may have been guilty of a mis- 
demeanour? Ile resisted the idea, that 
Mr. Bent had nothing to recommend him 
but his money. He knew that gent. and 
believed there never was a better man. He 
was a merchant in the city of London, In- 
stead of being objectionable, he thought a 
mixture in the representation of the coun- 


' try must be attended with advantages, 


Mr. Rose disclaimed every idea of saying 
any thing to the prejudice of Mr. Bent. 
He meant only that-that gent. had nothing 


to recommend him at Aylesbury, and in- 


sisted, that in one instance, out of 270 
Voters, 220 had taken money, 

Mr. Lee said he would give his vote in 
the mean time for the committee, but un- 
less the bill underwent some changes, he 
should think it his duty to oppose it in its 
future stages. 

The Master of the Rolls opposed the 
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principle of the bill; which, he consideréd 
monstrous, inasmuch as it went to punish 
the majority’ for the acts of the minority. 
He complained of the supporters of this 
measure having so often shifted “their 
ground. He wished that the gentlemen 
would abide by some principle, and let 

that principle be fairly stated to the house. 

Instead of this, however, they at one time 
support the measure on the ground of de~ 

linquency. If you oppose them in this, 
they tell you that it will prevent corrupt 
practices hereafter. He wished them ‘either 

to maintain what they alleged to be the’ 
fact, that the majority of the voters have 
been guilty of bribery, or to adhere to the’ 
other principle, that it would prevent’ it 
for the future. He observed, that, accord> 
ing to their mode of reasoning, they made 
a corporate body of the électors, which they’ 
really werenot. He adverted to the casé 
of Shorehain, and shewed from the peculia~ 
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rity of the circumstances, that the interfér- 


ence of parliament became there necessary, 


But should the supporters of this measure, 


he argued, go on the ground of bribery and 
corruption, then it will follow that the mi- 
nority can forfeit the rights of the majo, 
rity. But, so far from this, he did not 
see that even the majority, acting indivi- 
dually, as they must do here, could with 
any justice forfeit the rights of the mino= 
rity. But gentlemen said again, that in- 
creasing the number of voters could be no 
hardship on those who had the original 
franchise, as it was only giving them more 
assistance in the exercise of a duty which 
they owed to the public. This was cer-, 
tainly going upon a principle very different 
from any other borough-reformer he had, 
heard of; but even on this ground, it could, 
be no punishment, which they also pro-. 
fessed it tobe. He thought, so far from: 
the innocent having their franchises affect- 
ed, they should be strengthened, inasmuch 
as there was more merit in remaining in-, 
nocent amidst the temptations of general 
corruption, If it should happen that all 
the houses in Aylesbury were to fall down 
except six, undoubtedly the six house- 
holders whose houses stood, would be the 
electors of Aylesbury: for a much stronger 
reason, he thought, that those burgesses 
who had not taken bribes ought to be the 
electors, and should not have their fran< 
chises deteriorated by letting in a number 
of strangers to share with them, t 
Mr. Dickinson, jun. supported the bill. 
on the ground that representation is a trust 
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to be exercised for the public benefit, and 


not like cattle or hay, to be considered| 


only as a private right and a matter of ad- 
vantage to an individual. He made a va- 
riety of illustrations of this principle, and 
concluded by declaring his approbation of 
the measure. 

Mr. Windham opposed it on nearly the 
same grounds as the Master of the Rolls. 
He thought that whenever guilt was proved, 


' it should be punished; but as he was con- 


tent with the constitution as it stands, and 
was'no friend to parliamentary reform, as 
it is usually called, he by no means wished 
to alter the constitution of any particular 
borcugh, on, account of some acts of bri- 
bery and corruption. It was besides, per- 
fectly notorious that there had been bri- 
bery and corruption in many other bo- 
roughs besides Aylesbury, and yet he 
would not on that account vote for a ge- 
neral reform of the boroughs.—After a 
few words from Mr..C, Wynne in favour 
of the motion, the house divided; when 
there appeared, 
For the motion - - 72 
Againstit - - 56. 
Majority - —16 

‘The bill then passed through the committee, 
and the house being resumed, the report 
was ordered to be received on Monday 
next. —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, May 5. 


[Minutrs.]—Lord Althorpe took the 
oaths and his seat for the borough of 
Oakhampton. — The Loan bill for 
14,500,000l. for the demand of G. Britain, 
the Irish Loan bill, and the Wine Duties’ 
bill, severally passed the committee, and 
were ordered to be reported on Monday.— 
The Militia Subalterns’ bill was reported, 
and ordered to be read a 3d time on Mon- 
day.—Mt. Robert Mitford, from the Com- 
missioners of the Customs in Scotland, 
presented, ‘An Estimate of Duties charged 
in that part of G. Britain called Scotland, 
and outstanding on Bond or otherwise, on 


the 5th Jan. 1803 and 5th Jah. 1804 re- 


spectively; distinguishing the several arti- 
cles, and temporary from permanent du- 
ties;” also, “An Account of thé total 
amount of the Arrears and current Ba- 
lances due on the 5th Jan. 1803, from the 
Officers of Excise in Scotland, from the 
5th Jan. 1774, so far as the same can be 
tatle up.” Ordered to lie upon the table. 


[Ramsay Harsour].—Mr. Curwen 
brought up the report of the committee 
for improving the harbour of Ramsay, in 
the isle of Man. ‘The report stated, that 
the harbour was very difficult of access, 
owing to the want of along pier. It then 
suggested various improvements, which, if 
carried into etfect, would prove highly be- 
neficia] to the trade of that island. 

Mr. Rose understood it was intended to 
make Ramsay a port, thereby creating an 
expence of probably 100,0001. It also in- 
volved a question of policy, as if Ramsay 
was made a port, a certain establishment 
of officers would be necessary. Besides, 
he had never heard that any survey had 
been taken, or any estimate made on the 
subject. 

Mr. Curwen stated, that a survey had 
been taken, and the expence would not 
exceed 10,000]. It was a favourite object 
with the merchants of Liverpool, Ireland, 
and all those who navigated St. George's 
Channel. After a few words from Mr, 
W. Dundas, Mr. Rose in explanation, 
and Sir W. Elford, the report was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Curwen presented a petition from 
the merchants and ship owners of Mary- 
port, in the isle of Man, in favour of the 
proposed measure.—Ordered to lie upon 
the table. —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, May 7. 


[Mixvurxs.]—Counsel were heard in 
continuation, and at considerable length, 
relative to the Scotch Appeal, Duke of 
Queensbury v. Mac Murdo, viz. Mr. At- 
torney General and Mr. Adam on the part 
of the respondents. “The farther conside- 
ration of the case was adjourned till Wed- 
nesdiy. 

{[Derence or THE CountRY.]—Short. 
ly after 5 o'clock, the Marquis of Stafford, 
on whose motion their lordships were sum. 
moned, entered the house, and when he 
had taken his seat, 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool. 
sack, and addressed the house nearly as 
follows :—My lords; seeing a noble mar- 
quis now in his seat, who gave notice of 
a motion to be made by him this day, I 
rise to trouble your lordships for the pur- 
pose of stating the grounds on which I 
think that the motion on which your lord- 
ships are summoned, should be again post- 
poneg. After having given the fullest 
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consideration to all that has passed in this 
house, with reference to the noble mar- 
quis’s motion, on two former occasivns ; 
and after having given the most careful at- 
tention to the nature of the understanding 


‘of many noble lords, as to the cause of 


the postponement of it, I rise for the pur- 
yose of declaring, that it is within my own 
Easintedie that circumstances have now 
passed which make the discussion of the 
noble marquis’s motion more unseasona- 
ble, and more inexpedient at the present 
time, than at any of the former periods on 
which it has been proposed to be submitted 


_to your lordships’ consideration. I there- 


fore, trust that the noble marquis will have 
no objection to a further postponement of 


‘the motion to a future day. 


The Marquis of Stafford rose and said, 
that their lordships would perceive, from 


what had fallen from the noble and learned 


lord on the woolsack, that a further post- 
ponement of his motion was rendered ne- 
cessary. If such should be the opinion of 
their lordships, he had no objection to a 
further postponement of the motion for a 
few days. With this view, he should move, 
that the order of the day for taking into 
consideration the motion of which he had 
so frequently given notice, be discharged, 
and that a new order be made out for 
Friday, for which day he wished their 
lordships to be summoned.—This motion 
was put and agreed to, without any dis- 
cussion.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, May7. 


- {Mrinutes.]—The report of the com- 
mittee on the British and Irish Loan bills, 
were severally brought up, and the bills 
ordered to be read a third time. to-mor- 
row.—-On the motion of Mr. C. Dundas, 
the second reading of the Misdemeanor 
Prosecution bill, was postponed till to- 
morrow.—-Mr. Sec. Yorke presented, an 
abstract account of the several Yeomanry 
and Volunteer Corps who have offered. to 
go upon permanent pay and duty; and 
also an account of the additional regiments 
of Irish militia who have offered an exten- 
sion of their services in this country. Or- 
dered to lie on the table, and to be printed. 
~The report upon the Excise Duty bill 
was brought up, and the bill ordered to be 
read a third time to-morrow.—The house 
went into a committee on the Custom Duty 
bill. ‘The report was ordered to be re- 
teived to-morrow. 
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[War 1n Inp1a.J—Mr. Francis said, 
that in order that the house should be in 
possession of as complete information 
as possible respecting the state of our af 
fairs in India, and every thing that was 
connected with that subject, he felt it in- 
cumbent on him to submit the following 
motions to the house. The hon. gent. 
then moved, ‘* That there be laid before 
the house, copies or extracts of all dis. 
patches received from the Governor-Gen. 
of Bengal, or from the Presidencies of 
Fort St. George and Bombay, and of their 
correspondence witb their respective agents 
or ministers, or with the military officers 
commanding in the field, as far as ‘such 
dispatches or correspondence relate to, or 
account for hostilities now or lately sab- 
sisting between the said governments and 
‘any of the Mahratta princes or states, with 
the dates of the receipt of such dis- 
patches ;” also, ‘‘ Copies of all treaties or 
correspondence between the said govern- 
ments and any of the Mahratta princes or 
states, relative to the said hostilities, or 
to the causes thereof;” also ‘ Copies of 
all treaties, engagements, and correspon- 
dence between the said governments, and 
any of the surviving Mahometan princes 
or states in the upper part of India, parti- 
cularly with the titular king, or Mogul at 
Delhi, or his ministers ; also, ‘* Copies or 
extracts of all orders or instructions sent 
to India by the Court of Directors, or by 
any committee of the Court of Directors of 
the East India Company, on the same sub- 
ject.”—All these motions were severally 
agreed to, except the last, which was ob- 
jected to by 

Lord Castlereagh ; who said, that it was 
his disposition to grant to the house every 
information upon the subject in his power, 
or which was consistent with propriety. 
The last motion of the hon. gent. appeared 
to him contrary to the policy or propriety 
on which peace with those states might be 
obtained, owing to the disclosure which 
would thereby take place. Unless, there- 
fore, a case of very urgent necessity was 
made out, he thought that the secret 
committee ought not to be called upon by 
parliament to disclose that information 
upon diplomatic subjects, which they may 
have judged prudent to send abroad. The 
hon. gent. would, himself, become sensi- 
ble of the impropriety of such a measure, 
after he was once in possession of all the 
other papers he had.moved for ; and, there- 
fore, he wished him to withdraw it till he 


| had considered the matter more maturely, 
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Mr. Francis said, he could not perceive 
any strong grounds for such secrecy, and, 
therefore, wished the sense of the house 
to be taken on the subject.—On the ques- 
tion being put from the chair, the motion 
was negatived, 
fAyLespury Exvection 
Praed brought up the report of the com- 
mittee on the Aylesbury election bill. 
The amendments were read and agreed to. 
‘On the motion that the bill be engrossed, 
and read a 3d time, 

Lord Ossulstone rose, and stated some 
objections, which could not be distinctly 
heard. His lordship concluded with de- 
claring, that it was his intention to take 
the sense of the house upon the bill in its 


present stage. Upon the division there 
appeared, 
For the bill - 154 
Againstit - 


: Majority 28 

or Ministry. ]—Previous to 
the re-admission of strangers into the gal- 
lery, Mr. Fox, after a few preliminary 
observations, consented further to post- 
pone his promised motion relative to the 
Hanoverian troops, till Wednesday next. 
—After which, 

Mr. Rose addressed the house as fol- 
lows: I am authorized to say, that a 
member of this house-(Mr. Pitt), has per- 
sonally received his Majesty’s commands 
to lay before his Majesty a plan for a new 
administration for his Majesty’s considera- 
tion. 

Mr. For added, that he would bring 
forward his motion on, Wednesday next, 
whoever might then be the persons com- 
posing his Majesty’s administration. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
‘Tuesday, May 8. 


Pursuant to the order of the day,, their 
lordships resolved into a committee of 
privileges; and Lord Walsingham having 
taken the chair, counsel and evidence 
were heard respecting the claim of Lady 
Henry Fitzgerald, to the peerage of Roos; 
after which, the farther consideration of 
the case was postponed till ‘Thursday.— 
The bills upon the table were forwarded 
in their respective stages.~I'wo private 
bills were brought up from the commons, 
and severally read a first time.—On the 
motion of the Lord Chancellor,, the far- 
ther hearing upon the appeal cause, the 
Duke of Queensbury, v M‘Murdo, was 
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ordered to bedeferred from to-morrow til] 
Friday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuesday, May 8. 


[Mrnutres.J—The counsel and agent 
for the petition against the Chippenham 
Election, having neglected to attend, the 
house considered the list as abandoned, 
and proceeded to business, without going 
through the form of balloting for a com- 
mittee.—Mr. Foster moved, that the or- 
der of the day for a committee of the 
whole house on the Irish Linen Manufac- 
turers’ petition be postponed to this day 
se’nnight. Ordered. —The accounts re- 
specting the Imports and Exports of Ire- 
land for the last 7 years, were ordered to 
be printed.—The English and Irish Loan 
bills were read a third time, and passed. 
Mr. Alexander brought up the report of 
the Additional Custom’s Duty bill; the 
amendments were agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed,—The Caledonian 
Canal bill was, on the motion of Mr. J. 
H. Browne, read a second time, and ree 
ferred to a select committee.—Mr. Van- 
sittart presented to the house, “ An Ac- 
count of the total amount of the arrears 
and current balances due on the 5th Jan. 
1804, from the several persons employed 
in receiving or collecting the land revenue 
of the crown of England, from the 5th 
of Jan. 1774.” Ordered to lie on the ta. 
ble, and to be printed.—Mr. Charles 
Dundas moved the order of the day for 
the second reading of the Misdemeanour 
Preservation bill. The hon, member pro- 
posed, that after the second reading of the 
bill, it should be referred to a committee 
above stairs, in order that it might be 
rendered satisfactory to several gent. both 
in and out of the house, who disapproved 
of its present provisions, by the amend- 
ments it would undergo there. After a 
few observations from Mr. Windham and 
another member, the bill was read a se- 
cond time, and referred to a committee 
above stairs.—The Wine Duty bill, and 
the Militia Subaltern Officers’ bill, were 
read a third time, and passed, 

Evecrion 
the question being put for the third read- 
ing of the Aylesbury Election bill, 

. Mr. Raine rose and objected to the 
principle of this bill, which, he conceived, 


was neither sanctioned by any precedent, 
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which bore any resemblance to the present 


_ case, nor was called for by the peculiar 


circumstances of the case itself. He com- 
pared the Cricklade case and others, which 
had been adduced as precedents, with the 
case of Aylesbury, which he thought was 
widely different, inasmuch as in the pre- 
sent case, so far from it having been 
proved that the majority of the electors 
had been bribed, it had only been proved 
that 57 out of 160 voters, being not one 
eighth of the whole number, had received 
bribes; he therefore opposed the third 


_reading of the bill. 


Mr. Dickinson, jun. argued in support of 
the bill. 

The Attorney General argued against the 
principleof the bill, which he considered 
altogether unjustifiable: it was a notorious 
fact, and there was no necessity for gent. 
to pretend to shut their eyes against it, 
that not only iv this borough, but in very. 
many boroughs of the kingdom, it was 
absolutely impossible to prevent some of 
the poorer electors from taking bribes, 
presented to them in different shapes. — If, 
therefore, because some voters of that de- 
scription had taken bribes at Aylesbury, 
the entire constitution of the borough was 
to be altered, by the same reason a ma- 
terial change might be introduced in the 
constitutions of many, if not of most of 
the boroughs of the kingdom. He thought 
the present laws were sufficient to punish 
the guilty, and that it would be most un- 
just to make a law to punish the in- 
nocent. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton thought the 
guilt of the electors who provoked this 
measure so plain and palpable, that he 
could not, without surprise, listen to the 
opposition that was made to it, and parti- 
cularly to the opposition of the learned 
gent. who had just sat down; who was 
not only adverse to the idea of sanction- 
ing the application of any remedy to the 
general system of borough election, but 
to a particular case of flagrant corruption. 
On the question being put, the house di- 
vided, when there appeared, For the third 
reading of the bill, 73; Against it, 29. 
The bill was accordingly read a third time 
and passed. 

{Panisu APPRENTICES’ BILL].—Mr. 
Wilberforce said, that having been una- 
voiuably prevented from making the mo- 
tion yesterday, of which he had given 
notice on a former day, for leave to bring 
in a bill for the better regulation of pa- 
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tish apprentices, begged leave now to 


submit it to the house. The measure he 
proposed to bring forward, was. founded 
on representations made to him and his 
hon. colleague, by several respectable ma- 
gistrates of the county of York, who 
found, that as the law stood at. present, 
they could not exercise that superintend- 
ance over parish apprentices, which the 
legislature intended. The bill, therefore, 
would only go to amend the existing laws 
on this head, and in order to give the 
house an opportunity of considering the 
nature.of the measure fully, he should 
move, that after the first reading the bill 
be printed, after which a sufficient time 
should be allowed gent. for the exercise of 
their discretion as to the policy of adopt- 
ing it. The hon. member then moved, 
** that leave ‘be given to bring in a bill for 
the better regulation of Parish Appren- 
tices.” 

Mr. Burland expressed a hope that it 
was not intended to press the adoption of 
this measure within the present session. 
It appeared to him, that it would be better 
to have the bill read a first time, printed, 
and circulated, in order that, during the 
recess, it might be fully examined, parti- 
cularly by the magistrates, upon whom it 
proposed to cast ati extraordinary degree 
of trouble. If this mode of proceeding 
should be adopted, the hon. member 
stated, that he would have no objection 
to consolidate with the bill moved for, the 
ideas which he meant to submit to the 
house in the shape of a bill upon the same 
subject, of which he had already given 
notice, 

Mr. Wilberforce professed himself un- 
able to answer the hon. gent. decisively 
in the present stage of the measure; at | 
the same time he begged to mention, that 
any hints from the hon. gent. upon a sub-= 
ject with whieh he was known to be so 
well acquainted, would of course be’ pe- 
culiarly acceptable to the framers of the 
bill, to which the motion before the house 
referred. 

Mr. H. Lascelles said, that the bill . 
would not go to subject any magistrates 
to the duty of superintendance, who 
might not be willing to execute it; and 
added, that the necessity for the adoption 
of the bill was, in the county with which 
he was connected, urgent in point of 
time. 

Mr. Hobhouse observed, that this bill 


would operate a material chanze in the 
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_ law, and therefore, for the consistency of 


legislation, he wished to hear some case 
stated that rendered such change necessary, 
before he agreed to the motion. 

Mr. Wilberforce said, that necessity was 
alleged by from 40 to 50 respectable and 
experienced magistrates of the county of 
York; and, indeed, it was universally 
felt, for the power which magistrates pos- 
sessed to enforce the performance of jus- 
tices towards parish apprentices, was no- 
toriously imperfect, and no_ provision 
whatever was made for the guardianship 
of apprentices when transferred, as they 
frequently were, from one district to 
another. 

Dr. Laurence conceived, that the house 
should be extremely cautious of granting 


’ authority upon the request of the men by 


whom it was exercised, as appeared to be 
the case in this instance.—Leave was given 
to bring in the bill. : 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, May 9. 


{Mis vures.]—The several bills on the 
table were forwarded in their respective 
stages.—The Irish Loan bill for two mil- 
lions and a quarter, the English Loan bill 
for 14 millions anda half, the Additional 
Wine Duty, the Militia Oflicers’ Allow- 
ance, and two private bills, were brought 
up from the Commons, and read a first 
time.—In the appeal from the Court of 
Session in Scotland, brought by Hunter 


‘mg. the Earl of Kinnoul and others, the 


Lord Chancellor pronounced the judgment 
of their lordships, by which the decision 
of the inferior court was affirmed.—Lord 
Auckland moved, that a message should 
be sent to the Commons, desiring a copy 
ef the report made by their committee, 
relating to the state of Ireland, as to its 
circulating paper and specie, and the 
course of exchange between that part of 
the united kingdom and G. Britain.—On 
the motion of the Duke of Norfolk, the 
proceedings before the committee of pri- 
vileges, as to the claim to the barony of 
Zouch, were deferred to ‘Thursday the 17th 
inst.—Adjourned to Friday. 


JIOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, May 9. 
{Minotes.]—Mr. Johnson, from the 


office of chief sec. for Ireland, presented 


copies of; the patents appointing the com. 
missioners of the Treasury in Ireland, Ac- 
counts of the Consolidated Fund, of the 
Funded and Unfunded Debt, and of the 
Army Extraordinaries for that kingdom, 
Ordered to lie on the table.—The Cum. 
berland and Dumfries Fishery bill was read 
a third time,.and, after some conversation, 
passed.—Mr. Fuller presented a petition 
from the barley growers of the county of 
Sussex, against the additional malt duty, 
Referred to the committee appointed to 
consider the other. petitions on the same 
subject.—Mr. Shaftoe took the oaths and 


his seat for the city of Durham.—The. 


Master of the Rolls moved, that the Rev, 
Dr, Jackson do preach before the house at 
St. Margaret’s, Westminster, on Friday, 
25th of May, being the day appointed by 


his Majesty’s proclamation for holding a 


solemn fast in this kingdom. Ordered, 
and that the Master of the Rolls and Sir 


William Dolben do acquaint him there. . 


with.—A message from the Lords inform- 
ed the house, that their lordships had 
agreed to the Militia Officers’ bill, and to 
the Statute Duties bill without amend- 
ments.—Mr. Sheridan moved, that the 
order of the day for taking into considera- 
tion the petition of Mr. Huskisson, against 
the election and return for the borough of 
Liskeard, which stood for to-morrow, be 
read, which was done. He then moved, that 
the order be discharged, and the same fixed 
for Friday next. Ordered.—The same pro- 
ceeding and order took place on the petition 
of certain electors of the said borough, 
against the returp of Mr. Huskisson.— Mr, 


Sec. Yorke postponed the consideration of . 


the Lords’ amendments on the Volunteer 
bil] till Monday next; on which day also 
the Army of Reserve Suspension bill was: 
appointed to be read a second time.—The 
Attorney General, in pursuance of the 
notice given yesterday, moved for leave 
to bring in a bill for the purpose of ren- 
dering the apprehension of offenders es- 
caping from this part of the united king- 
dom into Ireland, and from one county 
of Ireland into another, more easy, and 
the prosecution of them more expeditious, 
Granted. 

[Lorp KinwarveEn’s Famtry.]—Gen. 
Loftus said, he would take this opportu- 
nity of putting a question to a right hon. 
gent. opposite (Mr. Yorke), which he sup- 
posed he would feel no difficulty in an- 
swering. His Majesty’s sec. of state had, 
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on a former occasion, intimated to the 
house, that it was in contemplation to 
bring. down.a message from his Majesty, 
relative to a provision for the family. of 
the late unfortunate Lord Kilwarden. As 
no such message: had yet been brought 
down, he wished to be informed of the 
cause of the delay. 

Mr. Sec. Yorke replied, that a message 
on that subject would have been commu- 
nicated sooner to the house, if a saving 
had not been expected in the Sinking 
Fund of Ireland, from which the provision 
might be made without any direct applica- 
tion for the interference of the house. 

(Hanoverran Troors.]— Mr. For 
rose in pursuance of the notice he had 
formerly given to the house, to make his 
motion upon this subject. Ile said, that 
what had passed last year relative to Han- 
over, would strike the attention of the 
house, in considering of the propriety of 
what he was about to submit to them. 
There had been a difference of opinion 
entertained upon that subject, but, for his 


‘part, he viewed the possession of Hanover 
asa matter of great importance and con- 


cern to the country; that the loss of it 
must, therefore, be considered as a very 
considerable national calamity, was a 
truth which, he thought, could not now 
be disputed, and he would not take up 
the time of the house in discussing it. 
He would content himself, at the present 
moment, with adverting to the circum- 
stance of how far that calamity might 
have been lessened by some further exer- 
tions having been used, in order to save 
a considerable part of the army in those 
possessions om the Continent, from the 
situation to which they were reduced, so 
as to have enabled his Majesty to have 
the advantages of their services during the 
continuance of the war. Under all the 


circumstances of the case, therefore, and 


for these beneficial purposes, it was most 
important that some measures should have’ 
been adopted on the Continent, either to 
preserve Hanover itself from falling into 
the hands of ‘the evemy, or to preserve 
the army for the future service of his 
Majesty. Various reports had been cir- 


Culated upon this subject, and it was the 
truth of those common reports ‘that he 


wished now to ascertain, so as to shew to 

the house, whether or not the attention of 

govt. had been sufficiently directed to that 

important object. He had, indeed, heard, 

that transports had been actually prepared 
Vou. HL, 


to convey over the Hanoverian army ; 
but he had also heard, that they had been 


much too late in sailing for the purpose of . 
accomplishing the end proposed. The- 


hon. gent. concluded with the following 


motion: ** That there be laid before the 


house an account of the number and ton- 
nage of transports taken up by govt. for 
the purpose of taking on board the Han- 
overian army; also an account of the ex. 
pence attending the same, with a state. 


‘ment of the dates of the first order sent 


to the Transport Office on this occasion, 
of the orders for the sailing of the whole, 
or any part of the said transports, and of 
the orders, if any, for countermanding the 
sailing thereof.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
concurred with the hon. gent. who had 


made this motion, in thinking that the 


occupation of Hanover by the French: 
troops was a great public calamity, and if 


it had been possible ‘to have averted that. 


evil, it was, no doubt, incumbent on his 
Majesty’s govt. to have used every means 


for that desirable end: that’ was a point, - 


therefore, on which he was not at all in. 
clined to detain the house; all he should 


ask of them was, that they would look 


back to the state of the country at the 
period alluded to, and that gent. would 
recollect the nature of the treaty of Lu- 
neville, and the convention at Ratisbon. 
They would find that the war was renewed 


at a time when no part of the disposeable 
force could actually have been sent to. 


Hanover, for the purpose of protecting it. 
The convention he had alluded to, had 
been entered into between the powers of 
Europe, for the purpose of guaranteeing 
the neutrality of the north of Germany. 
There could, indeed, have been nothing 
more binding upon these powers to resist 
the incursions of the. French upon that 
country, and therefore gavt. had every 
reason to rely upon its affording sufficient 


security to his Majesty’s possessions. With’ 
regard to the propriety of bringing those. 
troops home, he had no objection what. 
ever to agree to the motion in the manner’ 
in which it was worded, He was glad to ° 
see the style in which it was conceived, 


and he looked forward to the production 


of these papers with the utmost satisfac- 


tion. Within two days after the com- 
mencement of hostilities, a communica- 
tion’ had been made to the electoral 


minister, which led to a recommendation’ 


‘on his part, that measures should be taken 
Cec 
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to provide shipping for the conveyance of 
his Majestys troops from Hanover to this 
country, This recommendation had been 
made on the 18th of May, and was iv- 
stantly acted upon. In a week from that 
_~ day an agent had been sent to the Conti- 
nent for the purpose of bringing the troops: 
to their stations. The shipping was com- 
pletely in readiness previous to the. time 
when the order was given for their desti- 
nation. Another person had been sent 
to the Continent for the purpose of pre- 
. Paring small craft to convey the troops to 
the transports; and he might state, that 
in point of fact there bad been no less 


than 36 transports prepared. Owing, how-. 


ever, to various circumstances, the expe- 
dition had been hindered from taking place 
in the, manner at first intended. These 
circumstances, be hoped, would justify 
ovt. in their conduct upon that, occasion, 
and.on that account he felt no hesitation 
in agreeing with, the motion,—-The motion 
was then put and agreed to, 
in pursuance of a.notice formerly given, 
mhoved for leaye to bring,in a bill for the 
yaks regulation of Prize Agents. The 
fourth report of the commissioners of Na- 
val Inquiry stated many abuses in this 
department, which it. was the intention of 
his bill to correct. That report not only: 


fund it 4 the owners, and this was. pro- 
ductiye o 


44 


time of the capture, it went to Greey. 
wich Hospital. From the. manner in 
which the prize agency was carried on, 
and the necessary absence of the seamen 
‘on certain occasions, the owners. often 
lost.their money.» The bill would go to, 
correct this defect. The intention was to. 
appoint a general agency office, where in- 
formation might be readily obtained on 


be .deprived of their fair. profits, and the 
expences of the establishment would be 
defrayed by the deductions of a small part 
of the prize money. Such was the out- 
lines of what was intended by this mea- 
sure. Tle concluded by moving, ‘ that 
leave be given to bring in a bill for better. 
securing the regular and speedy distribu. 


tion of the business of prize agents,” 

Mr. Dent stated, that the irregularities 
to which the hon. member alluded, were 
only. the practice of certain, West India 
agents. If the operation of the bill. was 
confined to them only, he. should give it 
his support; but he saw no_ necessity for 
the introduction of any general measure. 
on the subject. 

Dr. Laurence objected to it, on the, 


ficient. to correct the abuses, and would 
therefore oppose it when brought in. 

Mr. Francis approved very much of the: 
intention of the hon, member to expedite 
the payment of prizes, and to give the 
net proceeds to the captors, only deduct- 
ing a,regular per centage, He also thought 
it was extremely proper that the prize. 
agents should not, haye the use of money, 
which might encourage them to protract 


solutely necessary. But he thought it fit 


| that the house should understand whether 


any additional expence was to be created: 


Mr. Jarvis explained, by declaring that 


| it. was not only, his own.opinion, but 
| was also that of several gent. who had, 


been engaged in, the. inquiry, that. the 


| funds arising from the net proceeds of the 


sale of prizes, under the proposed regu- 


that it, would not, be necessary to throw. 
any burden upon the. state, to defray the 
expences of carrying the plan into execu 
tion,—After_ some. further, 


leave was given to bring inthe bill, 


every point. The prize agents would not, — 


tion of prize money, and for the regula-. 


ground that the law at present was suf-_ 


the time of payment beyond, what was ab- 


to the public by the regulation which the 
| hon. member proposed. | 


lations, would be amply sufficient, and’ 


| 
| 
| 
pointed out the abuses, but also the mode 
in which they might be remedied, From 
this it appeared that the prize agent had 
_ for his trouble 5 per cent. on the gross ) 
proceeds. By these means an opportu- ee 
- nity was afforded for frauds, There were, | 
however, other emoluments in the power 7 
| of the agent. He had the use of the mo- , 
till\the time he. was to re- | 
interest of the .agent, to retain. the 
money in his own. possession, as long as 
possible. Other.emoluments rose to them | 
from, brokerage, and similar concerns. It 

a: was not the object of the bill which he 

now proposed tq bring into the house, to ; 
rive the owners a prizes of the right 
of, appointing their. own. agents, but it 

. would prevent those who did nothing, from ; 

sharing in. the profits with, the efficient 
agent,,when more than one was appointed | 
in a single concern, He they stated the : 
nature of the right to property taken from 
‘the enemy, and that if there,was no call 

for it till three years had elapsed from the 
‘ 
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Evrcrron.J—Mr. Rose 
said, he conceived it his duty to submit to 
the considesation of the house, the motion 
of which he had given notice, for the pur- 
pose of ordering the Attorney-General to 
prosecute Mr. Bent, on account of the 
system of bribery at Aylesbury, in which 
he appeared to be deeply implicated: He 
had heard, that in other respects, Mr. 
Bent was a merchant of irreproachable 
character and the highest respectability ; 
he thought, however, that in the present 
' case, it was the duty of the house tO\order 
. @ prosecution ; if the sense of the house 
should, however, appear to be against 
his motion, he had no particylar wish for 
pressing it. He then referred to the mi- 
nutes which were on the table, of the evi- 
dence that had been given before the com- 
mittee, and particularly to the conduct of 
Mr, Bent’s agents. He said the act of the 
2d of Geo. II., notwithstanding its high 
penalties, had been found inefficient to 
prevent the practice of bribery at elections, 
as many gentlemen of opulence appeared to 
be indifferent to the payment of a single 
penalty, and they knew how, by friendly 
prosecutions, to avoid any more. If, 
therefore, that act had been found ineffi- 
cient, he thought it necessary to refer to 
the standing order of the house, which 
stated, that persons guilty of bribery in 
the election of members of parliament, 
should be punished with the utmost seve- 
rity.—As he considered the penal actions 
not to be sufficiently severe, he concluded 
oy moving, “‘ that the Attorney General 
should be ordered to prosecute Robert 
Bent, Esq. for bribery at the last election 
for Aylesbury.” 

Mr. N. Calvert did not consider the case 
sufficiently aggravated to call for so severe 
a measure, 

Mr. Fox hoped, from the observations 
with which the right hon. gent. prefaced 
‘his motion, that he would consent to 
withdraw it; this was really a case of no 
peculiar circumstances of aggravation. It 
did not appear that Mr. Bent had been 
guilty so much of corrupting the electors, 
as of having listened to the offers of a set 
of electors who were previously corrupted, 
and who wished to sell their votes, He 
remembered, in the course of the present 
_ Session, in the Grimsby case, in which he 
was a member of thé committee, the com. 
mittee reported that there had been bri- 
bery and corruption, and yet the indivi- 
dual'against whom they now made this re- 


port, was now ‘Sitting in the house as a’ 


member for another borough, and no pro-_ . 


secution was instituted against hé, 
‘therefore, thought it would appear most 
unfair, if one person, not a member of 
the house, was now to be prosecuted by 
the’ Attorney-General, for a conduct ex. 
actly similar to that which had not been 
‘considered to deserve such notice from a 
gent. who was amember. He also thought 


‘the Ilchester case was a much stronger 
case of bribery than the present, He - 


concluded by expressing a wish that the 
right hon. gent. would withdraw his mo- 
tion. 

Mr.C. Wynne supported the motion, and 
repeated those observations which he had 
before urged in the other stages of the 


proceedings respecting the Aylesbury elet- 


tion bill. 

The Master of the Rolls compared the 
present case with that of the other cases, 
where the committees had reported bri- 
bery; and contended, that if this case, 
which was by ‘means an aggravated one, 
should be selected for the severest exam~ 
ple, it would appear that there was no 
fixed rule which governed the conduct of 
the house on those occasions, but that the 
decision of them would depend on acci- 
dent or caprice, the presence of this mem- 
ber, or the absence of another, or what 
interest was likely to be increased or di- 
minished by letting in the neighbouring 
hundreds to share with the burgesses in 
the elective franchise; he therefore op- 
posed the motion. 

Mr. R. Ward stated his opinion, as a pro- 
fessional man, that the evidence given be 
fore the committee was not such as should 
lead’ the house to suppose that Mr. Bent 
could, before a jury, be convicted of thé 
offence ascribed to him. 

Sir John Newport opposed the prosecu- 
tion on the same ground as the Master of 
the Rolls. 

Mr. Bankes said he was sorry the matter 
had been mentioned at all. He did not 
wish for a prosecution ; but as the motion 
had been made, he thought the house 
ought in duty to agree to the motion, as 
he feared this was a growing evil; and the 
house, by putting a negative on the mo- 
tion, would seem to encourage it. 

Mr. Sheridan thought that the housé 
would bé proceeding capriciously and par- 
tially, if it agreed to the present motion. 
It was admitted on all hands that the gent. 


against whom it was ditected, vas less a 
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criminal than others against whom no pro- 


~secutions had been carried.on. And in the 


present case of I}chester, which was helcd 


‘to be a very aggravated one, no such step 


as this was considered to be necessary. 
For these reasons he would move, ‘ that 
the other orders of the day be read.” 

. Mr. Rose said, the present was the only 
case which had come within his knowledge; 
and such as it was, he felt it bis duty to 
make the present motion upon it. He had 
no recollection of the case of Ilchester, to 
which the hon. gent. alluded ; but as it had 


been mentioned, he would that very day 


move for the evidence that had been given 
before the committee. for trying the merits 
of that election, in order to move for leave 
to bring in a bill similar to that which 
lately passed the house with regard to 
Aylesbury. His sole motive in making the 
present motion was, to prevent the re- 
currence of bribery ‘and corruption at elec- 
tions. —A fter a few observations from Mr. 
C. Wynne, the amendment was carried 
without a division, and of course the mo- 
tion was lost. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, May 10. 


_ [Mixurss.J—The Prize Agency bill 
was brought in and read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second ‘time to- 
morrow.—An Account was laid on the 
table of the state of the different prisons 
in Ireland.—Sir W. W. Wynne adverted to 
asummons which he had received from 
Sir C. Morgan, requiring his attendance 
at a Court Martial at Chelsea Hospital on 
Monday next, in order to obey which, he 
requested he might be dispensed from at- 
tending the Middlesex Election Cornimnittee 
on Monday and Tuesday next.—The sum- 
mons to attend having been read, and the 
hon. member having sworn to the truth of 
the said grounds of his motion, leave of 
absence was accordingly granted; but, 
upon the motion of Lord Marsham, it was 
yesolved that the Middlesex Election Com- 
mittee should, on its rising, on Saturday, 
adjourn till Wednesday.—Mr. Sec. Yorke 
brought up the following message from his 
Majesty, viz.: R. His Majesty hav- 


_ ing ‘taken into his royal consideration, the 


circumstances attending the death of that 


excellent and upright magistrate, Arthur 


Lord Kilwarden, late Chief Justice of his 
Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench, in Ire. 
land, recommends to his faithful Com- 


mons to grant an annuity of 12001. per 


ann. to the Viscountess Kilwarden; ag 


also to take such. measures as may be the 


most effectual for continuing the same in 
amanner the most advantageous to the fa-. 


mily of the said Arthur Lord Viscount 
Kilwarden.”—-Oai the motion of Mr. Sec, 
Yorke, his Majesty’s most gracious mes- 


sage was ordered to be. taken into farther 


consideration on Monday next.—Mr, Long 
moved, that a new writ be issued for the 
election of a member to serve in parlia- 
ment for the University of Cambridge, in 
the room of the Right Hon. William Pitt, 
who since his election has accepted the 
offices of First Lord Commissioner of the 
Treasury, and Chancellor of his Majesty’s 
Exchequer. 

(Incuester Erection Committez.] 
—Mr. ose, pursuant to his notice of yes- 
terday moved, That the minutes of the 
evidence given before the Ichester Elec. 
tion Committee, should be laid upon the. 
table, for the purpose of considering whe- 
ther there were such circumstances as would 
require the house to order # prosecution. 

Sir WV. Young, who was chairman of 
that committee, considered the present 
motion as a reflection on the committee, 
whose duty it would have been to have 
moved such a prosecution, if, in their judg- 


ment, the circumstances of the case re- 


quired it. 

Mr. Rose said, that his motion was in 
consequence of its having been yesterday 
asserted, by an hon. gent., that the Ilches« 
ter case presented more flagrant instances 
of bribery and corruption. than that of 
Aylesbury. 

Sir IV. Young insisted that the cases were 


not similar, as there were no instance sat 


\Ichester, of money having been given bes 
fore the election, in the way which had 
been done at Aylesbury. - , 

Sir W. W. Wynne opposed the motion, 
as conveying an improper imputation on 
the conduct of the committee.—The ques« 
tion being then put on Mr. Rose’s motion, 
it was negatived without a division. 


HOUSE OF -LORDS, 
Friday, May 11. 
was heard rela- 
tive to the appeal from the Exchequer 
Chambers in Ireland, Ebenezer Radford 
Rowe, Esq. ». Paver and Hobbes. The 
Judges attended upon the occasion. The 
farther consideration of the case was ads 
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journed till Monday.—The Custom, Duties | - HOUSE OF COMMONS, © 
bill was brought up from the Commons by Friday, May 11. 
Mr..Vansittart and others. The Solway 
Frith Fishery bill, and the Aylesbury Elec- This day a ballot was fixed fora com- — | 
tion bill were presented, and were severally mittee to try the merits of the several pe- 

a first time.—Lord Auckland moved, respecting the election for | 
that a message be sent to the Commons, Liskeard,.but there being only 97 mem- 
requesting a copy of the minutes of the bers present at four o'clock, the house 


+ 


evidence upon which they passed the Ayles- adjourned tll to-morrow. . , | 
bury Election bill; which was ordered ac- | sf 
cordingly. —The bills upon the table were} HOUSE OF LORDS, 
forwarded in their respective stages.—The Monday, May 14. 


6th report of the Committee of Naval In- 
quiry was presented, and ordered tq be 
rinted for the use of their Lordships.— 
An Account of the state of the gaols in 
Jreland was presented by Mr. Johnson, 
. from the Irish Secretary of State’s office, 
and ordered to lie on the table.—Lord 
‘Hawkesbury presented a message from his 
Majesty, relative to the family of the late 
Arthur Lord Viscount Kilwarden, Chief 
Justice of the Court of King’s Bench, in 
Ireland, similar to that delivered yester- 
day to the House of Commous, and de- 
siring the concurrence of their lordships, 
in enabling his. Majesty to carry the said 
intention into effect. Lord Hawkesbury 
then moved, That his Majesty’s message+ 
be taken into consideration on Monday 
next, and that their lordships be summoned 
for that day; which was ordered accord. 
ingly.” . 
{Derence or tHE Country.J]—The 
Marquis of Stafford rose, and addressed 
the house as follows: My lords; since I 
last had the honour of addressing you, a 
change, I understand, has taken place in 
his Majesty’s councils ; and I am informed 
a new administration is about to be form- 
ed; an administration, I am afraid, not 
formed upon that broad and extensive basis 
which will include all the talent ard abi- 
lity of the country; but, it will include a 
tight hon. member of another house, a 
right hon. friend of mine, in whose talents 
and abilities I place the highest confidence, 
and whose great merits are well known to 
your lordships. He has of late directed 
his attention in a particular manner to the 
defence of this country, against the gigan-- 
tic efforts of the enemy. He, my lords, 
may be truly called a giant refreshed.” 
Upon this ground, I propose, with your 
lordships’ permission, to withdraw the 
- motion which I felt it incumbent on me 
_ more than once to postpone.—The order 
: of the day for summoning their lordships 
: was then read pro forma, and discharged.— 


[Mrnvures, |—The farther hearing upon 
the Irish Appeal cause, Rowe v. Paver, 
was postponed.—Counsel were finally heard 
relative to the Scotch Appeal, the Duke 
of Queensberry, v. M‘Murdo, viz. Mr. | 
Alexander, on the part of the appellant, 
in reply. After which the Lord Chancel- 


~ 


lor proposed to defer the fafther considera- 
tion of the case till this day se’nnight, in 
order to afford the parties an opportunity 
of settling the affair between themselves, 
should they be so inclined ; in the interval, | 
his lordship took occasion to observe, that 

he certainly thought the case a very hard | 
one; however, when individuals thought 
proper to appeal to that House for a deci- 
sion upon their rights, they were to be | 
judged according to the fixed and immu- | 
‘table principles of strict right and justice; 
which uniformly dictated the decisions of | 
theirlordships. The farther consideration 
of the case was, agreeably to the Lord 

Chancellor’s motion, adjourned till Mon- 
day next.—The bills upon the table were oa 
forwarded in their respective stages. 

[Lorp Kitwarpen’s Famity.]—The 
order of the day being moved for the con- 
sideration of his Majesty’s message, re- 
specting his intention of settling an ‘an- : 
nuity of 12,000]. on the family of. the late q 
Lord Chief Justice Kilwarden, of Ire- 
land, his Majesty’s message was accordingly 
read, 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the woolsack, 
and, in the absence of his noble friend, 
moved a corresponding address to his Ma 
jesty on the occasion of his most gracious 
message, He was confident that but. one 
opinion, feeling, and sentiment could per- 
vade the house upon the occasion ; for his, 
own part, and speaking as a professional 
man, he was convinced that no words in the 
English language could be better applied. 
than those in his Majesty’s message, which 
characterized the late noble and worthy 
chief justice of Ireland, as an excellent 


Adjourned to Monday, a ee magistrate. Under that im- 


|. 
| 
i 
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: pression, he moved an humble axdress to } 


his Majesty, expressive of the desire of 
that house to afford him every facility in 

eatrying his royal intentions in favour of 
the widow and family of that unfortunate 
nobleman into complete effect. The ad- 
dress wus immediately voted nem. dis. and 
the Lords with white staves were directed 

_to present the same to his Majesty.—Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, May 14. 


[Mrxvres.]—The house proceeded to 
ballot for & committee to try the merits 
of the petition of Mr. Huskisscon, on the 
Liskeard Election.—New writs were moved 
for the election of members to serve in 
Parliament in the room of W. Dickinson, 


Jun. Esq. who had accepted the appoint- 
' wrent of a Lord of the Admiralty, and of 


Lord Louvaine, and Mr. Long, who had 
accepted appointments as Lords of the 
Treasury.—Sir J. Anderson presented pe- 
titions from the London, Phenix, and 
Pelican Insurance Companies, against the 
bill for establishing the Hants aud Dorset 
Fosurance Company, which were severally 
otdered to lie on the table.—The consi- 
dération of the Lords’ Amendments to the 
Volunteer Corps’ bill was put off to Fri- 
day; as was also the third reading of the 
English Army of Reserve Suspension bill; 
fhe second réading of the Irish Army of 
Resérve Suspension bill; and the commit- 
tees on the Irish Revenue Regulation bill, 
and on the act of his present Majesty re- 
lating to the importation of tobacco and 
snuff. 

[Liverpoor Dock Creevey 


moved, that the conimittee to whom the | 


Liverpool Dock bill liad been ‘eferred, 
. should havé power to send for such per- 
sons and papers as they may think néces- 
iry to clear up the subject before them. 

fierdl! Gastoigne declared, that he 
could écincide with the hon. gent. 
who Had spoken last, as to the propriety of 
granting such powers. The papérs were 
as as would fill Half thé House of 


Commons. Besides that, a great quantity | 


of the papers which would be wanting had 
Been consuthed at the fire of the Exchatige 
of Liverpool. He thought that at least 
the hoi. méniber should assigit some réa- 
s6trs to the housé in support of such an 
extraordinary 
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Mr.. Sheridan could not help expressing 
‘some degree of surprise at hearing the 
/motion of his hon. friend termed extraof 
dinary. He had sighified his intention of 
making the motion to the committee, and 
surely that was sufficient notice on a sub- 


ject of that local nature. If, however, 
the gallant officer who had opposed the 
motion, and mentioned the circumstance 
of the fire at the Exchange, meant to say 
that it was his wish that the papers which 
‘had been consumed by that accident should 
not be produced,’or that they should be 
specifically excluded from any power of 
the committee, he had not the least ob- 
jection to so much of the hon. member’ 
wishes being acceded to.—Mr. Dent spoke 
against the motion, and Mr. Johnstone 
supported it. The question was then put 
and carried without a division. 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, May 15. 
[Minvutes.]—Their Lordships, pursu- 
ant to the order of the day, resolved into 
a. committee of privileges; and Lord Wal- 
singham having taken the chair, counsel 
and evidence were farther heard respect- 
ing the claim of Lady Henry Fitzgerald to 
the barony of Roos; after which the-com- 
mittee adjourned the proceedings until 
Thursday se’nnight.—The house resumed, 
and the several bills upon the table were for- 
warded in their respective stages. The two 
Loan bills, the Wine Duties’ bill, and the 
Militia Subaltern Officers’ Allowance bills, 
were read a third time and passed.—Some 
private business was then disposed of, and 
the house adjourned till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, May 15. 
([Minures.]—The house met at four 
o'clock, and proceeded to ballot for a 
}committee on the petition of ‘Thomas She- 
ridan, Esq. complaining of au undue re- 
‘turn for the borough of Liskeard. ‘The 
names of the members of the committee 
chosen were, C. Yorke, Esq.; J. Allen, 
Esq.; H. Beach, Esq.; N. Vansittart; 
| Esq.; W. L. Hughes, Esq. ; H. Leycester; 
| Esq. ; J. Pattison, Esq.; J. Brodie, Esq. ; 
|W. Adams, Esq. ; H. Burland, Esq. ; A. 
Holdsworth, Esq, ; Sir Mildmay, Bt.; 
Sir J. Graham, Bt; Nominees, R. Ward; 
Esq.; J. Johnstone, Esq.—New writs were 
ordered for the election of members, 18 
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room of Lord Geo. Thynne, and the 
Hon. John Spencer, who had accepted, the 
former the place of. comptroller of the 
household, the ;latter, of receiver general 
of the land tax for the county of Oxford. 


_—A petition was presented from the pri- 


soners confined in the county gaol of War- 


wick, and ordered to lie upon the table.— | 


The committee on the several petitions 
from the Irish Linen Merchants was, on 
the motion of Mr. Foster, postponed till 
to-morrow se’nnight.—Mr. Poole, from 
the sec. of State’s office, presented, ‘* An 
Abstract of the Returns made pursuant to 
the act of the 43d of his present Majesty, 
intituled, ‘ An Act for procuring returns 


‘yelative to the Expence and Maintenance 


of the Poor in England, in so far as such 
returns have been transmitted to his Ma- 
jesty’s,sec. of state for the home depart- 
ment, up to the 9th of May, 1804.”— 
Ordered to lie upon the table, and to be 
printed.—Adjourned. 


“HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, May 16. 


{Muyutes.]—The Royal Assent by 
commission was given to the 142 millions 
English Loan, 12 millions Irish Loan, Mi- 
litia Officers’ Qualification, Militia Sub- 
altern Officers’ Allowance, Additional 
Wine Duty, and Statute Duty public bills, 
and to a number of private bills.—Coun- 
sel were heard at considerable length re- 
lative to the Scotch appeal, Wm. Grieve, 
Esq. v. Lieut. Col. Francis Conyngham 
and James Grey; viz. Messrs. Romilly and 
Warner, on the part of the appellant. 


The farther hearing was adjourned till Fri- | 


day.—Mr. Alexander, accompanied by 
several members, presented the answer of 
the Commons to their Lordships’ message, 
requesting a copy of the minutes of the 
evidence upon which they passed the 
Aylesbury Election bill; importing that 
the same should be forthwith communi- 
cated; and accordingly the document in 
uestion was delivered by Mr. Alexander. 
he bills upon the table were forwarded 
in their respective stages.—A petition was 
presented by Lord Walsingham, from cer- 
tain electors of the borough of Aylesbury, 
against the Aylesbury Election bill, pray- 
ing leave to be heard by their counsel, 
Ordered. to lie, on the table.—The Ayles- 
bury Election, bill was ordered to be read 
@ second time this day fortnight; and that 


‘the petitioners haye Jeave to be heard by 


their counsel.—The oaths of abjuration: 

and fidelity being duly administered to 

Mr. Christian Kauffmann, the bill for his 

naturalization was read a second time, and 

referred to the consideration of a commit~ 

tee. —Adjourned. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesday, May 16. 


[Minures.}—A message was brought 
from the Lords, requiring the attendance 
of this house at their lordsbips’ bar, ta 
lear his Majesty’s assent given by come= 
mission to certain, bills. OM. Speaker, 
accompanied by several members, accord- 
ingly attended forthwith, and. being re- 
turned, reported to the house, that, the 
Royal assent had been given, by commis- 
sion,,to the two Loan bills, the Excise 
Duty bill, the Militia Officers’ bill, the 
Militia Adjutants’ Allowance bill, and the 
Statute Duty bill—The further report of 
the committee on the Irish, Currency. wag 
brought up, and ordered to lie,on the. tar 
ble, and be printed.—An Account was 
laid before the house from the commis- 


sioners of customs in Scotland, off all the - 


clover seed imported inte Scotland for the 
last 7 years.—An Account was.also. laid 
before the house from the commissioners 
of excise in Scotland, of the arrears and 
of the balances now. in, their hands. Cr- 
dered to lie on the table.—A_ paper was 
laid before the house from, the sec. .of 
state’s office, respecting the returns. rela. 
tive to the expence. and. maintenance of 
the poor in the different counties of Eng- 
land. Ordered to lie upon the table, 
The bill for regulating licences taken out 
in Scotland, for ane exciseable liquor 
in Scotland, was read a first time, and 
ordered to be read.a second time. to-mor- 
row.——The Criminal Offenders’ bill was 
read a second time, and; committed for 
Friday.—Sir John Newport gave notice, 
that on to-morrow se’anight he should bring 
forward a motion respecting the. property 
tax, as far as it affected: income drawn 
from Ireland.—-A new writ,.was, issued, for 
the election of a member for Sutherland, 
in the room of the Right Hon. W. Dune 
das, who, since his election, had accepted 
tue office of sec. at war. —Mr. Wilberforce 
gaye notice, that he should bring forward 
his motion for. the, abolition;of the slave 
trade to-morrow se’nnight, rade 

[LiskgarD Execrion.]—Mr. Yorke, 


from the, select committee, who were ape 
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pointed to try and determine the merits 
of the petition of Thomas Sheridan, Esq. 
complaining of an undue election and re- 
turn for the borough of Liskeard, reported 
to the house, that William Huskisson, 
Esq. is duly elected, and that the said 
petition did not appear to the said com- 
. mittee frivolous or vexatious. 

Mr. Rose, from the select committee 
who were appointed to try and determine 
the merits of the petition of William Hus- 
kisson, Esq. respecting the last return of 
@ member to serve in Parliament for the 


borough of Liskeard, reported to the} 


house, “ that William Huskisson, Esq. 
only ought to have been returned a bur- 
gess to serve in Parliament for the said 
borough.” The said determination was 
ordered to be entered in the Journals of 
the house, and ‘the deputy clerk of the 
Crown was ordered to attend to-morrow 
with the double return for the borough of 
Liskeard, and amend the same, by taking 
off the file the indenture by which Thomas 
Sheridan, Esq. was returned. Mr. Rose 
also acquaitted the house, that the said 
committee had come to a- resolution, 
“that Mr. John Dayman, under sheriff 
of the county of Cornwall, in annexing to 
the writ the indenture complained of in 
the said petition, acted contrary to his 
duty, and in violation of the privileges of 
Parliament.” The right hon. gent. in 
compliance ‘with the injunctions of the 
committee, then intimated his inteution 
of submitting a-motion to the house, on 
a future day, respecting the conduct on 
that occasion of the said under sheriff of 

Mr. Sheridan said, he was extremely 
glad to find that the charge of corruption, 
about which so much had been said on 
this subject, made no part of the report 


from the committee. ‘In the resolution | 


just reported, he sincerely believed the 
committee had decided according to the 
evidence before them; but. he was also 
sure, that if Mr. Damon should be 
brought to the bar of that house, he would 
be fully able satisfactorily to exculpate 
himself, and to prove, that he had acted 
from no corrupt intention. 
Mr. Rose replied, that 


Mr. Dayman 
had the advantage of very able counsel 
before the committee, and had been ably 
defended. He did not mean to impute to 
him ‘any corrupt motive, nor did such 
a charge constitute any part of the report. 
But it appeared that he had acted wil- 
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fully; and although the same degree of- 
moral turpitude did not attach as if he 
had acted corruptly, yet the result to the 
public was equally mischievous. In the 
motion he was about to make, it was not 
his intention to’ precipitate any measure in: 
relation to Mr. Dayman, but give him fall’ 
time for preparation; and he should there-’ 
fore move that the report be taken into 
consideration this day fortnight. Ordered, 
—The minutes of the proceedings of the 
said committee were ordered to be laid 
before the house. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
‘Thursday, May 17. 


[Mrnutes.]—Their lordships, pursa- 
ant to the order of the day, resolved into 
a thy of privileges, and Lord Wal- 
singham having taken the chair, counsel 
and evidence were farther heard respect- 
ing the claim of Sir Cecil Bishop, bart, . 
to the barony of Zouch. After a few ob- 
servations from the Earl of Rosslyn, rela- 
tive to the proper line of proceeding as 
the case then stood, and a short explana- 
tory conversation between the Duke. of, 
Norfolk and the noble chairman, the far- 
ther consideration of the case was ad- _ 
journed until this day fortnight. Prayers. 
were then read, and the Earl of Dart- 
mouth brought down his Majesty’s an- 
swer to the address of their lordships, 
concurring in his Majesty’s intention, of 
providing for the widow of the late Lord 
Viscount Kilwarden.—The several bills on 
the table were passed in their respective 
stages. —Adjourned. 


HOUSE.OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, May 17. © 


[Minures.]—Mr. R. Ward presented a 
petition from certain prize agents, against 
the bill pending for the regulation of prize 
agency. Ordered to lie on the table, and 
leave given to the petitioners to be heard 
by counsel upon the second reading of the 
bill.— The Solicitor General obtained 
‘leave to bring in a bill to indemnify soli- 
citofs and attornies for omitting to take 
out certificates pursuant to. the act of the 
37th of the King.—A message was re 
ceived from the Lords, intimating their 
lordships had agreed to the additional 
Export and Import Duty bill.—Mr. S. 
Bourne moved for a return of the amount 
of the harbour dues levied in the Isle of — 
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Man, with the disbursement thereof, from 
the 5th of July 1791, to the same day in 
1803, distinguishing each year. Ordered. 
—Mr. W. Dundas moved the second read- 
ing of the Scotch Excise Licence bill; it 
was accordingly read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to-morrow.—Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS: 
Friday, May 18. 


[Minutes.]—The royal assent was 
given, by commission, to the Custom Du- 
ties’ Regulation bill, and to two private 
bills. ‘The Lords’ commissioners were the 
Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Dartmouth, 
and Lord Hawkesbury.—The Earl of 


‘Powis (late Lord Clive) was introduced 


with the accustomed: formalities, sworn, 
and took his seat. His lordship’s sup- 
porters were the Earls of Dartmouth and 
Rosslyn. As soon as the noble earl had 
taxen his seat, the Lord Chancellor took 
the opportunity to address him, for the 
purpose of communicating to his lordship 
the thanks of the house, recently voted ta 


_ him for his very able, decisive, aud meri- 


torious conduct, while governor of Fort 
St. George, and the presidency of Madras 
in India. The Earl of Powis, in a short 
and appropriate speech, expressed his 
grateful feelings on the occasion, and his 
high sense of the honour conferred upon 
him by their lordships. —-Counsel were 
heard in continuation relative to the. 
Scotch Appeal, Grieve v. Cunnyngham and 
Grey, viz. Mr. Adam on the part of the 
respondents. The farther hearing was 
postponed till Wednesday.—Several pri- 
vate bills were brought up from the Com- 
mons, and severally read a first time, and 
the remaining bills upon the table being 
forwarded, their lordships adjourned till 
Wednesday next. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, May 18. 


{[Mrxutes.]—Mr. Pitt took the oaths 
aud his seat upon his re-election for the 
University of Cambridge. ‘The right hon. 
gent. was introduced by Lord Castlereagh 
and the Master of the Rolls.—The house 
having, pursuant to summons, attended in 
the House of Lords, the Speaker, on its. 
return, announced that the royal assent 
had been given by commission to the Ad- 
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ditional Import Duty Bill, and to several. - 
private bills—Mr; Huskisson- took the 
vaths and his seat for Liskeard.—New 
writs were ordered for the election of a re. 
presentative for the county of Galway, in 
[reland, in the room of Lord Dunlo, who 
has accepted the office of one of the com- 
missioners for managing the affairs of In~ 


{dia; also, for the borough of Christchurch, 


in the room of the right hon. George Rose, 
who has accepted the office of Paymaster- 
General of his Majesty’s Land Forces; 
also, for the borough of Helston, in the 
room of Lord Fitzharris, who has been 
appointed one of the Lords Commissioners 
of his Majesty’s Treasury.—The Solicitor- 
General brought in a bill for indemnifying 
such Attornies and Solicitors as may have 
neglected taking out certificates, pursuant 
to the act of the 32d of his present Ma- 
jesty. Read a Ist, and ordered to be read 
a 2d time on Monday se’nnight.—Mr. J. 
H. Addington brought in a bill for amend- 
ing the acts for regulating disputes between 
the masters and journeymen engaged in the 
cotton trade. Reada Ist, and ordered to 
be read a 2d time on Monday se’nnight.— 
Lord Marsham reported from the commit- 
tee on the Middlesex Election, that it was 
their wish to be allowed to adjourn from 
to-morrow till Wednesday next. The 
house, on motion, granted leave accord- 
ingly.—The second reading of the Prize 
Agency bill was, on the motion of Mr. 
Jervis, postponed till Monday se’nnight.— 
Mr. Wilberforce said, that in order to suit 
the convenience of some gentlemen, he 
should postpone to Tuesday se’nnight his 
intended motion for the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade.—Mr. R. Dundas obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for regulating the 
expence necessary to.carry into execution 
the several acts with respect to the militia 
of Scotland, and also the General Defence 
Act.—The house resolved into a commit- 
tee on the bill for facilitating the arrest of 
offenders; but a wish being expressed by 
Colonel Vereker and Mr. D. Browne, that 
some provision should be made in the bill 
to enable grand juries in Ireland to raise @ 
fund for carrying it into execution, the 
chairman was, after a few words from the 
Attorney-General and Mr. Ormsby, di- 
rected to report progress, and to ask leave 
to sit againon Wednesday next. On the 
house being resumed, leave was given acs 
cordingly.—The house in a committee went 


tareegh the Scotch Excise Licence bill, 
a : 
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and the report was ordered to be presented 


ou Wednesday next.—Mr. Western, after 
some prefatory remarks upon the state of 
our Corn Laws, and the necessity of adopt- 
ing some legislative measure respecting 
them, moved, in order to enable gentle- 
men to form an idea of the progress of our 
agriculture, and the quantity of our con- 
Sumption for several years back, and 
thence to judge how far the necessity he 
had mentioned existed, “ that there be laid 
before the house an‘Account of the quantity 
of corn, grain, meal, flour, and malt, im- 
“ported into, or exported from England 
and Scotland, from the 5th of Jan. 1790, 
and also from the Jatter period, up to the 
5th of Jan. 1804, together with an ac- 
count of the bounties, drawbacks, and 
duties paid upon the same; also a state- 
ment of the average price of each species 
of grain in each year, distinguishing the 
quantity, &c, in each year. ‘These motions 
were agreed to, as was a motion by Mr. 
Harrison, that a similar account’ should 
be made up to the latest period.--On the 
motion of Mr. S.. Bourne, the account 
upon the table respecting the amount of 
drawbacks allowed to common Brewers 
uuder the act of the 42d of the King, was 


- withdrawn in order to present a more cor- 


‘rect account; which account was presented 
accordingly, and ordered to lie on the 
table.—The committal of the Irish Reve- 
nue Regulation bill was postponed fill 
Wednesday next, as were the committees 
of supply and ways and means.—Mr. Pitt 
moved to postpone, till Wednesday, the 
reading the report of the Lords amend- 
ments in the Volunteer Consolidation bill. 
Ordered.—Mr. Pitt also moved to post- 
pone till Wednesday se’nnight, the 3d read- 
ing of the Army of Reserve Suspension 
bills, for G. Britain and Ireland; and, at 
the same time gave notice, that he should, 
in the interim, submit to the house a pro- 
position, connected with the subject of 
those bills, Ordered.—After some fur- 
ther proceeding on private bills, the house, 
on the motion of Mr. Pitt, adjourned to 
Wednesday next. 

{Inp1a Bupcet.]—Mr. Johnstone rose 
to enquire of a noble lord (Castlereagh) 
when he meant to bring forward the India 
Budget? As he understood that all the 


accounts necessary upon that occasion were 


arrived from India, he boped that would 
be not long delayed. The noble lord 
would, no doult, be as forwaid to bring 
to the account of the public, as the public 


would be glad to receive, the 500,000}, 
for which the noble lord bad, in a former 


this period. 

Lord Castlereagh replied, that the ae- 
counts alluded to by the hon. gent. were 
received, and that orders were given at the 
India-house to have them prepared with all 
possible expedition to be laid before this 
house. As soon as they should be on the 
table, the noble lord stated, that he 
would move for their being printed; and, 
after the members should have full oppor- 
tunity of considering them, he would bring 
forward the subject referred to by the hon, 
gent. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, May 23. 


[Minutes.]—Counsel were finally heard 
relative to the Scotch appeal, Grieve », 
Cunnyngham and others, viz. Mr. Alex- 
ander on the part of the respondents, and 
Mr. Romilly for the appellants in reply, 
The farther consideration of the. case was 
postponed till Wednesday next.—T'wo pri- 
vate bills were brought up from the Com. 
mons, and were severally read a_ first 
time.—The bills upon the table were for- 
warded in their respective stages.—Lord 
Walsingham presented the report of the 
committee upon the St. Pancras Poor bill; 
when the amendments were read and 
agreed to by the house, and the bill ordered 
to be read a 3d time to-morrow.—Some 
private business was then disposed of; 
after which their lordships adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, May 23. 
[Mixures.J—Mr. C. Long and Sir 
Evan Nepean took the oaths and their 
seats; the former for Wendover and the 
latter for Bridport.—A person from the 
chief secretary’s office for Ireland present. 
ed certain accounts relative to the revenue 
of Ireland, which were ordered to lie on 


the table.—Sir J. Anderson presented a 


petition from the Royal Exchange London 
Insurance Company against the bill now 
pending before the house, for establishing 
Insurance Companies in the counties of 
Hants, Dorset, &c. which was ordered to 
lie on’ the table.-—A petition was presented 
from Monaghan, in Ireland, against the 
bill proposing additional duties on the 


Linen Trade, which was referred to the 


statement, given them reason to look at — 
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committee already appointed to take peti- 
tious of this description under their consi- 
deration.—Mr. R. Dundas brought in a bill 
for regulating and enforcing several acts 
for raising the militia force of Scotland, 
which wus read a first time, and ordered 
to be printed.—Lord Marsham moved, 
that the Middlesex committee have leave, 


on their rising to-morrow, to adjourn till 


Saturday next, which was ordered ac- 
cordingly. —Mr. Johustone moved, That 
there be laid before the house an Account 
of the sums paid to neutral states, or to 
subjects of neutral states, as indemnifica- 
tions for ships taken from them from tue 
year 1793 till as late a period to which the 
same can be made up. After a short con- 
versation between the Attorney General 
aud Mr. Johnstone, the motion was agreed 
to with this alteration only, that it should 
be of such sums as had been ordered to be 
paid for the purpose specified in the mo- 
tion. —The committee on the Felon’s Ap- 
prehension bill was put off till Monday.— 
On the motion of Mr. Bankes, the house 
went into a committee on the Westminster 
Court-house bill, the report of which was 
ordered to be received to-morrow.—Mr. 
Calcraft gave notice, that it was his in- 
tention to bring foward a modon for ad- 
ditional allowances of pay to volunteers of 
such a description as might not be able to 
afford the necessary expences without 
some ass'stance; but at the same time he 
wished to wait till he heard the intention 


of his. Majesty’s ministers on this subject. 


On being informed by tlie Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, that it was his intention 
to make some allowances to that class of 
volunteers to which he had alluded, and 
that some measure would soon be brought 
forward for that purpose, the hon. gent. 
consented to withdraw his notice.—Mr. 
Kinnaird informed the house that he would 
put off his motion respecting half-pay 
officers, as he had not yet received that in- 
formation from the otherside of the house 
which was absolutely necessary ; but, that 
as soon as he should receive such informa- 


tion, he would take the earliest opportu- 


nity to bring forward the motion ot which 
he bad given notice. 


Bitt].— 
Lord C astlereagh moved the order of the day 


forthe farther consideration of the report of 
the committee on the amendments of the 
ords in the volunteer consolidation bill, 


and stated it as the opinion of the commit~ 
tee, that the amendments made by the 


lords had a tendency rather to carry into 
execution the measure that had been pro- 
posed by the house, than to introduce any 
thing new into the bill. 

Mr. lox rose, and observed, that if he 
understood properly the forms of the house, 
the further consideration of this bill ought 
to be put off altogether. By some acci- 
dent or oversight, the committee to whose 
consideration it had been submitted, had 


“pot taken notice of one clause, which be 


thought of material consequence, as hav- 
ing been altered in the House of Lords. 
‘The act, as it originally passed the House 
of Commons, contained the exemptions to 
certain persons from various taxes, such as 
turppikes, hair-powder, &c. down to the 
5th of May, which date the Lords had 
thought proper to alter to the 1st of June. 
This, be thought, was an improper alter- 
ation, and could not be acquiesced in by 
the Commons, by its containing an exemp- 
tion in a money clause, beyond the day 
originally appointed in the bill. He pro. 
posed to reject this amendment entirely, 
and to leave the original date, the 5th of 
May, in order to act up to the old esta 
blished rules and practice of parliament. 
lle conceived, that there could be no 
doubt as to ‘this point, as there were nu- 
‘merous precedents of such amendments 
made by the Lords upon bills, which were 
uniformly rejected by the House of Com- 
mons. Some people might imagine, that 
because he was no great friend to the vo. 
lunteer system in general, that he wished, 


by stating his sentiments upon this point, | 


to throw obstacles in the way of the. fur- 
ther progress of the bill. He, however, 
had no such object in view, though it was, 
indeed, probable, that some of the clauses 
which had been objected to by a minor.ty, 
might, upon re-consideration, be now dis- 
approved of by a majority. The bill ought, 
in the present instance, to be viewed asa 
money bill, and therefore ought to be 
thrown out. Whatever might be the plan 
pursued by the house on this occasion, .he 
begged that its well-known privileges might 
not be viewed as a matter of indifierence. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. 
Pitt) said, that the question now before 
the house was what was really consistent 
with their privileges; and what was, in 
the present case, most expedient or con- 
venient to be done. He apprehended that 
there was nothing in the amendment allu- 
ded to, which was inconsistent with the 
privileges of the house. The House of 
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Commons had not been in the habit of re- 
' jecting any amendment made by the Lords, 
which had a tendency to carry into effect 
the avowed object of any clause. A re- 
‘turn was intended to take place as soon as 
possible after the passing of the law, but 
the execution of the act had been rendered 
-Impracticable upon so early aday as the 
5th of May. The lords, therefore, seeing, 


that for obvious reasons, the cbject in, 


view by the Commons could not be ob- 
‘tained at such a period, had only pro- 
posed to substitute another. If it was 
judged necessary, in order to attend. pur- 
‘ticularly to the privileges of the house, the 
‘amendment of the Lords might be still fur- 
‘ther amended, and the Ist of July insert- 
ed instead of the Ist of June. ‘To throw 
out the bill was unnecessary, as the opi- 
‘nions of the house were already generally 
fixed on this subject, and any delay must 
‘be attended with inconvenience, as some 
‘of the provisions made by the bill become 
every day more necessary. ‘The amend- 
ments would be_considered, and if any de- 
ficieacy still existed, a supplementary bill 
‘might be afterwards introduced, 

Mr. Thomas Grenville said, he did not 
find himself disposed to agree to the plan 
‘of passing a supplemeutary bill, upon the 
‘present occasion, It was not a mere mat- 
ter of convenience that the house were dis- 
‘cussing; the question before them was, 
‘whether that amendment was or was not 
of a nature which immediately and mate- 
tially entrenched upon their privileges? 
‘The clause amended by the lords, called 
upon the house for an assertion and indi- 
cation of their established and important 
privileges, which on similar occasions, 
‘they had been in the habit of recurring to ; 
hhe’meant the mode so usually resorted to, 
‘of deferring the consideration of such 
amendments to any time they might think 
‘fit; not that such a plan had been found 
‘to be the most practicable or convenient, 
‘but because the House of Commons had 
found it so essential to maintain their pri- 
vileges untouched, that they looked alone 
ta their preservation, and he trusted that 
they would always be justly tenacious of 
them. It was a manifest encroachment, 
to say, that persons shall be exempted from 


c rtain taxes up to the Ist of June, instead 


‘o’ the 5th of May only; and the idea of 
‘prolonging that time still further, by sub- 
stituting the 5th of July, would have a 
‘similar effect, and a supplementary bill 
‘would not cure the evil complained of. He 


could not help thinking, that any delay 
occasioned by adopting a different plan, 
and rejecting the clause, would not be a 
matter much to be lamented. He had all 
algng wished to have a great proportion 
of the persons composing volunteer corps 
trained as a regular force, capable of act- 
ing with our regular army. 

Mr. Brugge Bathurst said, that as a 
member of the committee, to whom ‘the 
bill before the house had been referred, he 
could not help. stating the reasons which 
had induced them to overlook, in their 
report, the clause iv question. ‘The com- 
mittee had considered the nature of the 
amendment thereby made, and they had 
not thought it requisite to propose any al. 
teration. Ile apprehended that the point 
had not been very accurately stated by the 
two hon. gentlemen who had objected to 
the amendment. The question was not 
about the exemption, but about the time 
of making the return. The bill, after re- 
pealing the former laws, proceeds to state, 
that persons entitled to the exemptions 
therein contained, shall enjoy them till the 
house had fixed some particular day ou 
which returns were to be made by com- 
manding officers. ‘The 5th of May be. 
coming impracticable, the house must of 
necessity have adopted another day; and 
the next day mentioned was the Ist of 
June, when it became possible to make a 
return by the present bill. Various pre- 
cedents might be stated in support of such 
amendments. In tax bills, when the day 
which the Commons had fixed for the 
commencement of exaction bad absolutely 
elapsed during the passing of such bills, the 
House of Lords have always mentioned 
another day, which has been uniformly 
acquiesced in. ‘The principle, therefore, 
as far as privilege was concerned, was pre- 
cisely the same in those as in the present 
instance. Such were the motives which 
induced the committee above stairs not to 
object to such an amendment by the Lords, 
and he hoped that the similar views of the 
question would prevail on the house not 
to look upon that amendment as any en- 
croachment on their privileges. 

Mr. Francis said, that the hon. gent, 
who spoke last, seemed to him to carry the 
principle a great deal further than what the 
house were bound to admit. It might 
happen that bona fide a tax granted by the 
Commons from a certain time, might be 
altered, as to the dates by the Lords x 


as to prove a furtherauce of the original 
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design ; but it was different in the present 


house. 


‘ admitted that the day fixed by the Com- 


on from relaxation to relaxation, till that 


‘ment on the privileges of the house. 


case. It was quite inconsistent with the 
rivileges of the house to trust the fur- 
tberance of their objects to any other. 
house than their own. 
The Speaker said, he thought it his duty 
to state the information he had collected 
on the subject from the journals of the 
In some cases, the house had re- 
jected the bill altogether ; but in others, 
which were more numerous, they had al-. 
tered the clause. ‘Ihe Speaker here went 
jnto the detail of a variety of cases illus- 
trative of both sides of the argument, 
which he had collected from the records 
of the house, in order that members might 
make what use of them they pleased in dis- 
cussing the present question. 
Mr. Windham was of opinion, that no 
recise principle was laid down by the 
rose, but, that every man was left .at 
liberty to reason according to his feelings. 
Had the house of lords fixed no day, he 


mons would have been impossible as the 
pill now stood. But, at the same time, 
there was some danger that they might go 


privilege of which they had been always so 
jealous should be lost. He admitted it to 
te a matter of form rather than of sub- 
stance, but forms, he contended, were 
‘necessary ; and, as the whole was a matter 
of form, a few days later would be of very 
little consequence, 

Mr. Sheridan was surprized at some ob- 
servations that had fallen from a right hon, 
gent. opposite (Mr. Bragge Bathurst.) If 
‘there were any instances in which altera- 
tions had been made in the dates of tax 
ills, the house must have been taken by 
surprize, and he did not think the com- 
mittee would wish to be vindicated on this 
principle. Suppose the Lords had made 
no alteration in the date, then the Ist of 
‘August would have been the period, ‘as the 
returns ip May have already been made. 
‘The admission of a right on the part of the 
Lords, he contended, was an encroach- 


Mr. Bragge Bathurst explained, by ob- 
serving, that in the sentiments he had ex- 
‘pressed, he was borne out by the prece- 
‘dents given from the chair. 

Lord Castlercagh saw no cause whatever 
for rejecting the clause or the amendment 
made in it by the Lords, as in his judg- 
ment the amendment did in no degree 
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house, but wasobviously adopted by the 
Lords in furtherance of that which was the 
undoubted intention of the House of Com. 
mons, vamely, to prevent any fraudulent 
exemptions from being pleaded under the 
volunteer bill, to ‘which, without this 
amendment, a wide door would have been 
left open until the Ist of Aug. next. ‘The 
house would at all times have the right and 
the opportunity of vindicating and assert. 
ing its privileges, without unnecessarily at 
this moment seizing the opportunity of a 
weak and trivial question, and thereby ma- 
terially to embarrass the public service. 
Mr. Grey differed with the noble lord’s 
opinion, that the House of Commons would 
at all times have the power of asserting 
and vindicating its own privileges. In or- 
der that it might best maintain them, it 
would not be right to establish a precedent 
against those privileges, by giving way, 
even in the most trivial instance, to am 
authority, however lightly assumed by 
another house of parliament, to interfere 
with that which this house had ever con-. 
sidered and maintained to be its sole and 
exclusive right. The noble lord had en- 
deavoured in this case to defend the 
amendment, by stating, it was made by the 
Lords in furtherance of the intentions of 
this house. Such language and such an 
argument he held to be most dangerous and 
deceptious ; for, if once such a pretence 
was admitted, he should be glad to know 
in what bill it was, that the Lords might 
not plead a similar privilege, to overturn 
every right of that house, under the as- 
sumed pretence of furthering its intentions. 
They might thus amend every money bill 
sent up by this house, and overturn every 
privilege of the purse, which this house 
had hitherto maintained with the most 
scrupulous jealousy. He could see no in- 
convenience whatever likely to arise from 
the rejection of the amendment, and letting 
the clause stand as it originally did, the 
5th of May; more especially as the right 
hon, gent. (Mr. Pitt) had proposed to in- 
troduce speedily a short supplementary 
act, in which this, amongst other defects 
of the bill, might be remedied; and as 
such a remedy was so near, he saw no 
reason why it should not be adopted, 

Sir Henry Mildmay said a few words in 
support of the privileges of the house..— 
The question was put, that the amend- 
ments be read a second time, and agreed . 
to.—When the clerk came td. read the 


‘whatever trench on the privileges of that 


clause just now debated, 
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_Mr. Fox expressed his hope, that, from 
what had passed, the house would feel the 
mecessity of rejecting the amendment he 
had mentioned. The whole of the cases, 
so ably stated from the chair, were, in his 
mind, decidedly in favour of the rejection ; 
‘and more especially the case of the militia 
bill, in the year 1757, when the House of 
Lords thought proper to diminish, by 
amendment, the number of the militia 
voted by the Commons, and also the sum 
of money voted as the supply for the ori- 
ginal number. ‘The House of Commons, 
m that case, did not act merely by reject. 
ing the amendment made by the Lords, 
‘but they maintained their own dignity, and 
‘windicated theit privileges with becoming 
spirit, by rejecting the bill altogether, and 
then introducing a new bill. But, as had 
beea fairly and ably argued by his hon. 
friend near him (Mr. Grey), the most dan- 
gerous Of all arguments upon which a jus- 
‘tification could be attempted for such an 
amendment, ou the part of the Lords, was 
that urged by the noble Lord (Castlereagh), 
‘that it was done in furtherance of ' the in- 
‘tentions of this house. For once only ad- 
‘mit that, and the business of exclusive 
control on'the public purse would be at 
‘an eid, andthe privilege of taxation com- 
‘pletely transposed to the House of Lords, 
who would ‘then be perfectly at liberty to 
‘make what alterations they pleased in the 
date of commencing, or the period of ter- 
minating a tax. Gentlemen had quoted 
precedents, to shew that similar things had 
‘been done; but those precedents were of 
“very modern date, all.within the last nine 
or ten years. But why not act by ancient 
precedents in those times when the house 
had shewn a most scrupulous and dignified 
jealousy and vigilance towards its privi- 
leges ? In the course of this debate, a right 
hon. gent. (Mr. B. Bathurst), an expe- 
‘rienced member’ ‘of parliament, and one 
who had himself for a considerable time 


“presided in the chair of the committees of | 


-ways and means in that house, had assert- 
ed, asa precedent, that the Lords ac- 
vtually had altered the date of commence- 
ment iit a tax bill, and that the amendment 
chad been adopted by this house, without 
any objection. If there was any such pre- 
cedent that could ‘by possibility have 
veseaped the vigilance of this. house, he 


_-wished itnow to be read, as the house} 


-could not taught to reflect too strongly 
| upon a circumstance so truly reproachful, 
oto amegligence arid inadvertency of which 
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it ought to be so much ashamed. But if 
such precedents were once admitted to 
have any authority, this house might as 
well give up the business of taxation at 
once, and abandon its claims of privilege 
as idle matter of form, and take its remedy 
in a mere rejection of amendments in moe 
ney bills, as well as in all possible cases in 
which it has the same power of disagree. 
ment from the amendments of the Lords, 

Mr. Pité felt it unnecessary again to go 
over the ground he. had already argued, 
He must be widely misunderstood by any 
gent. who supposed him to argue generally 
that a view of acting in furtherance to the 
wishes of that house would, in all cases, 
justify the alterations made by the other 
house of parliament in bills sent up by this 
house, money bills as well as others. ' He 
used the argument specifically, and in re- 
lation only to the precise case before the 
house and cases of a similar kind, and by 
no means in relation to money bills, or 
any other, wherein an amendment could 
be even for a moment supposed to com. 
promise a tittle of the privileges of this 
house. [But the principle did not hold fas- 
tidiously to every possible alteration that 
might be made even in a money bill, but 
applied only to such cases as those where 
the obvious intentions of the house of 
coramons were contravened. But, conceiv- 
ing the amendment in the present case to 
have been made purely with the inteation 
of furthering the objects of this house, and 
not of contravening any of its objects or 
privileges, he felt no necessity whatever of 
rejecting the amendment, so far as leav- 
ing out the words “ 5th of May,” witha 
view, however, to amend the date adopt. 
ed by the Lords, to the Ist of July, which 
he moved, and which was agreed to. 

Mr. Whitbread rose, and alluded to 
certain clauses in the bill respecting mas- 
ters and servants, inserted originally at 
‘his instanee, but omitted by the Lords, 
He wished, however, to know, if it was 
the intention of his Majesty’s ministers to 
revive any clause upon this subject, be- 
cause if not, he should feel it his duty to 
make a specific motion for enquiry in that 
house, ‘respecting the conduct of the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, which, if he were 
correctly informed, had been extremely 
oppressive, unjust, and illegal, 

Mr. Pitt requested the hon. member to 
state the circumstance to which he al- 
luded. 
Mr. Whitbread said, that he had a letter 
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in his pocket from the shire of Bamff, in 
Scotland, stating, that a respectable ‘man 
there, named Morrison, had a servant, 
who, without his permission, or at all 
consulting him, bad entered into # volun- 
teer corps. Mr. Morrison had in conse- 
quence discharged the man from his ser- 
vice. ‘The man applied to the Lord Ad- 
vocate, to know what legal redress he had 
against his master; and though the Lord 
Advocate gave it as his answer, -that the 
servant had no legal redress, yet he wrote 


‘to the deputy sheriff of Bamff, stating 


that Mr. Morrison’s conduct proceeded 
from disloyal and disaffected principles; 
enjoined him, as far as lay in his power, 
to prevent the people of Bamff from hold- 
‘ing any intercourse with Mr. Morrison ; 
instructing him, that if an enemy should 
land in that part of the country, to make 
Morrison a close prisoner, and adding, 
that if, in the event of an enemy landing, 
any part of Morrison's property should 
be destroyed, either by the enemy or the 
King’s troops, to keep it out of the ene- 
my’s hand, he would take care Morrison 
should have no compensation. This was, 
he apprehended, illegal, and deserved the 
animadversion of tie house.—No reply 
was made to this statement. 

The remaining amendments were re- 
ceived, and some rejected; after which 
acommittee of inquiry was appointed to 
explain to a committee of the Lords, the 
yeasons for rejecting certain amendments, 


MOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, May 24. 


[Mixvures.]—Their lordships, pursu- 


ant to the order of the day, resolved into 
a committee of privileges, and Lord Wal- 
singham having taken the chair, counsel 


and evidence were farther heard relative 


to the claim of Lady Henry Fitzgerald to 


_ the Roos peerage and dignity; after which 


the farther consideration of the case was 
adjourned till Tuesday se’nnight.—Ou the 
house resuming, the bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their respective stages ; 
among these the St. Pancras Poor bill was 
read a third time and passed.—The Earl 
of Westmeath presented a petition from 
Robert Tighe, Esq. of tie county of West- 
meath in Ireland, praying that leave be 
granted to bring in a bill to dissolve his 
marriage with his now wife, His lordship 
observed, that an officer from the ecclesi- 
@stical court in Dublin was in attendance, 
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to lay the requisite statements before their’ 
lordships. Accordingly, this: person be- 
ing called to the bar, and a copy of the 
proceedings in the ecclesiastical court in’ 
Dublin, in the suit instituted by the peti- 
tioner against his: now wife, was duly laid 
before the house.—Leave was then. given 
to bring in the bill, and Lord Westmeath 
presented the same. 

[VoLuntreER 
—Mr. Bragge Bathurst, attended by a 
considerable number of members, ap- 
peared at the bar, and delivered a mes- 
sage, importing that the Commons de- 
sired a conference with their lordships on 
the subject of the amendments made by 
the latter to the Volunteer Consolidation 
bill. ‘The deputation from the Commons 
having retired, it was ordered that the 
desired conference with the Commons 
should take place, and that the same 
should be presently held in the painted 
chamber. The messengers from the Com- 
mons being called to the bar, the resolu~ 
tions of their lordships, respecting a con 
ference, was duly communicated by the 
Lord Chancellor. After a short interval, 
their lordships were infornied by the dea 
puty usher of the black rod, that the mas 
nagers from the Commons were in attend~ 
ance in the painted chamber, and waited 
to confer with their lordships. Accord- 
ingly a deputation, consisting of the fol- 
lowing peers, was appointed to manage the 
conference on the part of their lordships, 
viz. the Duke of Montrose, Viscount 
Carleton, Bishop of St. David’s, Lords 
Harrowby, Hawkesbury, Mulgrave, Mont- 
fort, Elliot, and Bayning. On their lord- 
ships’ return, the Duke of Montrose re- 
ported to the house, that they had con+ 
ferred with the deputation from the Com- 
mons, consisting of Mr. Bragge Bathurst, 
and several other members, who had de- 
livered to their lordships’ deputies the bill 
in question, together with a statement on 
the part of that house, relative to the 
amendments made by their lordships to 
the bill. The bill and the documents al- 
luded to were ordered to lie on the table, 
and, on the motion of Lord Hawkesbury, 
the report made by the noble duke was 
ordered to be taken into consideration on 
Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, May 24. 
[Mixurzs.]~—Mr. H. Lascelles pre- 
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sented a petition from the sheermen and 
cloth-workers in the county of York, 
* praying leave to have a clause for the pro- 
tection of their interests, introduced. into 
the bill for the better regulation of the 
woollen manufacturers of the’ northern 
counties, for bringing in which leave had. 
already been obtained. Referred to a 
committee.—Sir J. Newport deferred his 
motion Telative to the Property Duty act, 


so far as it affected the property of gent.. 


from Ireland, to Wednesday next.—A new 
writ was ordered on the motion of Mr. S. 
Bourne, for the election of a burgess for 
the borough of Tralee in Ireland, in the 
room of the right hon. G, Canning, who 
had accepted the place of Treasurer of his 
Majesty’s navy.—Mr. Shaw gave notice 
that he should,.on Monday next, move 
for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
Insolvent Debtors.—The Scotch Excise 
Licence bill was read a third time and 
passed.—Mr. C. Wynne moved, that the 
Speaker do issue no writ for the election 
of a member for Aylesbury before Mon- 
day fortnight. Ordered.—Mr. Alexander 
brought up the report of the Westminster 
Court-house bill. 


should move for certain accounts relative 
to the 44 per cent. duties, in order to 
complete other accounts that were already 
on the table; and that he would also move 
for certain impressed accounts, so far as 
the same were connected with the civil 
~ list —On.the motion of Mr. Calvert, Mr. 
Plomer obtained leave of absence for one 
month, on account of his health.—A mes- 
sage from the Lords informed the house, 
that their lordships had agreed to the 
Cumberland and Galloway Fishery bill; 
and that the Lords had passed a bill for 
the’ better employment of the poor in the 
parish of St. Paucras, for erecting a ware- 
house therein, &c, to which they desired 
the concurrence of the Commons. 
[Votunreer ConsoLiparton Bit. ] 
—Mr. Bragge Bathurst brought up the 
report of the committee appointed to 


draw up the reasons to be assigned for dis- 


agreeing to certain of the Lords’ amend. 
ments to the Volunteer Consolidation bill, 
pursuant to the directions of the house. 
The report having been read, and the rea- 
sons agreed to by the house, 

Lord Castlereagh moved, that a con- 


ference be desired with. the Lords on the | 
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subject matter of these said amendments; 
and that Mr. Bathurst be directed to go to: 
the Lords, and.desire the conference. Ors 
dered. 

Mr. Bathurst, on his return from the, 
House of Lords, where he attended, as 
directed, to desire the conference, in- 
formed the house from the bar, that their 
lordships had agreed to the conference,, 
and had appointed this day for holding the 
same in the painted chamber. 

Lord Castlereagh then moved, that the 
committee who had drawn up the reasons ° 
to be: assigned for disagreeing to the 
amendments, should be appointed to ma- 
nage the conference on the part of the 
house. Ordered, The committee, of 
course, proceeded forthwith to the painted 
chamber, in order to hold the conference, 

After a short absence, Mr. Bathurst, 
with the committee, appeared at the bar, 


whence he reported to the house that their 


managers had had the conference with the 


Lords, and that the conference had been 


managed on the part of the House of 
Lords by the Duke of Montrose.—Ad- 


jJourned to Monday. 
The amendments were | 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read | 
a third time on Monday next.—Mr.} 
Bankes gave notice, that on Monday he} 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| Monday, May 28. 


[Mrxutes.]—Counsel were heard at 
considerable length relative to the Appeal 


cause, Lucena v, Craufurd, viz. Mr. Ers- 
‘Kine on the part of the appellant. 


The 
farther consideration of the case was ad- 
journed till Wednesday se’nnight.—It was 
ordered, on the motion of his Grace the 
Archbishop of Tuam, that the thanks of 
the house be given to the Lord Bishop 
of Gloucester, for the excellent sermon 
preached by him before their lordships, on 
Friday the 25th inst.—The Marquis of 
Abercorn acquainted their lordships, that 
he should have to present a petition to | 
the house; but it was one of that peculiar, 
grave, and serious nature, that he deemed 
some previous notice necessary, inasmuch 
as it respected the administration of jus- 
tice in Ireland, and implicated one of bis 
Majesty’s judges in that part of the united 
kingdom, It was bis intention to present 
it on Thursday next, on which day he 
should be: in his place about 5 o'clock, 
He hoped a full attendance would then 
take place, and with a view to procure it, 
he would propose that their lordships be 
summoned for that day.—The noble mar- 
quis having moved to that effect, it way 
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ordered accordingly.—Lord Grenville pre- 
sented two petitions in favour of the 
Aylesbury Election bill, signed by a con- 
siderable number of persons, and setting 
forth how their interests, in different ways, 
were involved in the measure; praying 
that the same may be passed into a law, 
and for leave to be heard by counsel, &c. 
in support of the allegations in their re- 
spective petitions. The petitions were or- 
dered to lie on the table, and leave was 
granted to the parties to be heard by their 
counsel, 
ConsotrpaTion Bitt.] 


—Lord Hawkesbury moved the order of 


the day, for taking into consideration the 
reasons offered by the Commons, at a con- 
ference, for disagreeing to certain of the 
amendments made by their lordships to 
the Volunteer Consolidation bill; which 
being read, the noble sec. observed, that 
their lordships would perceive, by the 
printed reasons upon the table, that the 
Commons had agreed to the far greater 
part of their Lordships’ amendments to 
the bill in question; and among which 
were included almost every amendment of 
importance made by that honse. ‘There 
were some few which he thought, under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, 
though some of their lordships, and to a 
eertain degree himself might consider in 
some points of view, as important, it 
would be preferable not to insist upon, 
as such a line of econdact might injuriously 
delay the enactment of the bill, which 
certainly contained many salutary regula- 
tions, and which the speedier they were 
acted upon, would be proportionably effi- 
cient. He thought it better to stace thus 
much generally in the first instance, though 
the first alteration made by the Commons 
could only, at that moment, be regularly 
the subject of discussion. The first in 
order was the additional amendment made 
by the Commons with respect to the pe- 
riod to be fixed for the commencement of 
the bill; but this they would perceive was 
only in fartherance, and proceeded pre- 
cisely upon the sate principle, that the 
original amendment was made by their 
lerdships, who thought that under the cir- 
cumstances of the case, the word June 
should be substituted for May. This the 
Commons, with a reference to present cir- 
cumstances, farther amended, by inserting 
July instead of June. On this point, he 
thought no difference of opinion could 
exist. With’ respect to the last amend- 
Vou, 
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ment which was made the subject of dis- 
cussion, that wlich went to render cer- 
tain officers of volunteer corps in some 
degree public accomptants, he should not 
then trouble their lordships with any de- 
tailed observations upon it, as the provi- 
sion in question mizht be ameliorated or 
rectified by a subsequent bill, which it was 
in coutemp'ation to introduce upon the 
subject, and which the powers given by 
the last clause in the bill, authorizing the 
repeal, amendment, &c. of the bill du- 
ring the present session, affurded an op- 
portunity of doing.—On the question being 
put respecting the first alteration made by 
the Commons, 

Lord Grenville rose and observed, that 
after what had transpired upon the subject 
in both houses of parliament, he was in- 
duced to hope that the bill to which the 
present discussion referred, would never 
again have been brought under the consi- 
deration of that house. Of the measure 
in general he had already repeatedly deli- 
vered his sentiments. He could not, 
therefore, regard the apprehension ex- 
pressed by the noble sec. of state, as to 
the delaying or even the loss of the mea- 
sure, as of any serious consequence. On 
the contrary, he thought it would be be- 
neficial, because he thought the bill was 
not likely to be productive of any thing, 
but,a plentiful crop of disagreement, con- 
fusion, and disappointment throughout the 
country. As to any service it could do, 
he knew of none, save such part of it as 
respected the calling out corps on perma. 
nent duty; and this, his lordship observed, 
had been done even during the discussion, 
with what colour of law he should not 
then inquire, and was still doing in dif-_ 
ferent parts of the country. His lordship 
then made a variety of detailed observa- : 
tions upon different leading provisions of 
the bill, which had been before the subject 
of discussion ‘in that house, and of which 
he expressed his disapprobation for the 
most part, even as amended by their lord- 
ships, which alone rendered these provi- 
sions tolerable; and his lordship particu. 
larly adverted to that provision, which, in 
effect, went to render the commanding of- 
ficers of corps, who were in genéral men 
of rank and consequence in their different 
counties, the deputies or clerks to the as. 
sessors of taxes in the different districts, 
On the disagreement of the Commons to 
the amendment made by their lo dships in 
p. 1.6, by enacting, that iistead of 
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leaving it to the option of the party to 
appeal to the deputy lieutenants, or to any 
two justices of the peace, that. the inter- 
vention at least of one deputy lieutenant 
was necessary, a conversation of some 
length arose, in which Lords Grenville, 
Fitzwilliam, Ropmey, Hawkesbury, and 
the Chancellor, were the principal speak- 
ers. The three first mentioned peers ar- 
gued for the propriety of insisting on the 
amendment, made by their lordships, on 
the general grounds of expediency, con- 
venience to parties, and for local consi- 
derations. The objectors of their lord- 
ships were answered by the Lord Chancel- 
Jor and the sec. of state. After which it, 
was agreed not to insist on the amendment. 
_ On the disagreement of the Commons 
to the amendment made by their lordships 
to the clause which respects the delivering 


“up of arms and accoutrements, &c. of 


members of corps to the commanding of. 
ficer, in certain cases, upon bis demand- 
ing the same, a discussion of considerable 
length took place, and much difference of 
Opinion prevailed. 

Lord Grenville opposed it, principally on 
the ground of its injustice, as giving au- 
thority to one man to take away the pro- 
perty of another. He trusted that no 
consideration of convenience could ever 
dispose their lordships to sanction so mon- 
strous a proposition. He was aware that 
it would be argued, that by rejecting that 
particular clause, noble lords kazarded 
the loss of the bill. He did not see any 
reasonable grounds for apprehension on 
that head, as another bill, precisely the 
same with tbat on their lordships’ table, 
in every particular, except that bighly ob- 


jectionable clause, could be passed through 


the other house in the short space of two 
days, and might on the third be submitted 


to their lordships, in a form to which 


there could be no objection. He ,took 
shame to himself for not having perceived 


_ at first the manifest. injustice of that 


clause ; and it must be in the recollection 
of their lordships, that when the amend- 
meut, obviating that injustice, had been 


first proposed by a noble lord, whom he 


did not now see in his place, that it was 
unanimously aceeded to; he trusted that 
their lordships would, in support of their 
consistency, and the sacred principles of 
justice, maintain and defend the amend- 
ment so proposed and adopted. _ 

“ The Earl of Carlisle was anxious to re- 
ceive from ministers some ‘explanation 


respecting the operation of that clause, 
He himself had clothed a volunteer corps, 
and supplied them with every thing but 
arms, which he could not procure, and 
which govt. had furnished. He should 


think himself rather hardly dealt with, if ° 


this clause should be found to authorize a 
commanding officer to take those clothes’ 
and appointments from a set of men whom 
he knew and could confide in, to place 
them upon the backs of persons whose 
faces he had never seen. If this particu. 


lar clause invested any person with a | 


power of sé extraordinary a latitude, it 


was necessary that it should be either done; 


away, Or that it should be distinctly sigs 


rnified to the country, and that nothing 


should be left-to inference’or implication, 
The Lord Chancellor said, he found him- 
self under the necessity, in consequence 


of some observations that fell from the ° 
noble baron who spoke last but oie, to - 


state his ideas of the operation of the 
clause. He could not agree with that nos 
ble lord that it contained any sort of ins 
justice. The clause vested the property 
of those clothes and accoutrements in the 
commanding officer only pro tempore, and 
in trust. Whenever they should be claimed 
by the persons proving to have .a. legab 
right to them, such as to the King, in 
some instances, or to subscribers, the of- 


ficer was bound, on demand being made- 


of the same, to give them up, under the 
penalty of 101, by this very bill, He 


| would, moreover, be subject to an action 


of trover at common law, .and would, 
upon refdsal, have damages awarded against 


-him. He did not think that, subject to 


such process, one man in a hundred would 
think it prudent to refuse surrendering 
property of which he was barely in trust 
for others. His lordship saw inuch incon. 
venience likely to result from insisting on 
the amendment, and no probable injus- 
tice, in his opinion, could be derived from 
the clause passing in its present shape. 
Lord Auckland said, that he by no 
means concurred in the reasons assigned 
by the Commons for rejecting several of 
the amendments proposed and adopted by 
their lordships, With, regard to the pre- 
sent amendment, which he had some very 
natural reasons to be partial to, he did 
not think it advisable to persevere in. it, 
He could not expect to’ derive much be- 
nefit from a free conference with the Com- 
mons, as was proposed by a noble baron 
(Lord,Grenville) after the grand reasons 


ono 


oF 


| | | 
| | 
i | the 
the 
5 | to 
| 
Tee 
| tu? 
‘of 
fi! 
mi 
it | 
| th 
4 | | 
| dk 
fe 
Wi 
| 
a 
| 
| il 
| | 
| 
| 
it 
| 
| 
i | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


487). 


which they had assigned for their dissent- 
ing from many of the amendments. He 
did not expect to convince them; and 
therefore, not wishing to risk the loss of 
he bill, he would not persevere in that 
amendment which he had the honour. first 
to propose, and which had been rejected 
by the other house. i 
Lord Grenville said, that the noble and 
‘Tearned lord had not understood the na- 
ture of the dmendment, and the operation 
‘of its being rejected. It was impossible 
that his lordship, sitting in that place, and 
filling the highest seat of-justice, should 
Mnuintain that the law of property is to be 
violated by that house; rather than delay 
this bill; that the property of A is to be 
forcibly taken from him, and be given to 
B, for the sake of some political consi- 
deration. A noble lord had said, the 
feasons of the Commons were so bad, 
they must have better behind. It was 
well known to what that alluded. But 
there were other methods, which, on a 
free conference with the Commons, might 
be adopted, without touching any of their 
privileges, or what they, claimed as such ; 
and he conjured the learned and noble 
lord to weigh well the effect of not insist- 
ing with him on this amendment. 

The Lord Chancellor said, he never 
would permit it to go out to the world in 
any form or publication, that it had been 
, Said in that house, uncontradicted by him, 
, that he disregarded the law of property, 
that he was willing to sacrifice justice to 
convenience, He did not coticeive the 
bill as touching the right of property. He 
considered the legal construction to be, 
that the property ‘remains in the same 
hands it belonged to before; although the 
delivery of the arms, &c. is required, and 
is made ta the commanding officer. - 

Lord Grenville said, he had not attri- 
buted to the noble and learned lord, that 
he disregarded the law of property. He 
would not attribute that to any Lord 
Chancellor; he would not to the present 
Lord Chancellor. He had only said, the 
noble and learned lord had not understood 
the nature of the amendment; and the 
proof was, the monstrous result, if he had 
understood it, 

Lord Mulgrave maintained, that there 
Was no necessity for the amendment, as 
the clause did not invest commanders with 
the property:-of the clothes, &c. but 
merely with the right to demand delivery 
of them. 
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Ear! Fitzwilliam could not figare how it 
was possible, when the journals of the two 
houses of parliament were consulted, to 
put such an interpretation on the clause. 
It would be seen that the clause, as it ori- 
ginally stood, warranted the interpreta- 
tion which the noble lord (Grenville) and 
others, had put on it. They bad accord- 
ingly removed that idea, and had’ pre- 
vented, by the alteration which they had 
suggested, any chance of misconception. 
he Commons, however, had dissented 
from that amendment, which unquestion- 
ably they would not have done, had the: 
viewed the original’ clause in the ‘same 
light as noble lords would represent, so 
that the interpretation ‘first put on the 
clause must be confirmed rather than re- 
moved. 

Lord Grenville, when the question was 
put, insisted on a division, when the. num- 
bers were, Contents, 23, Non-contents, 8; 
Majority, 15.—His lordship expressed his 
hopes that his Majesty’s mihisters would, 
agreeably to the promise held forth by the 
noble sec. of state, bring in a bill to ex- 
empt commanding officers from the incon: 
venience of being subject to the law, re- 
lating to public accomptants.—The re- 
maining amendments being agreed to, a 
message was ordered to be sent to the 
Commons, to signify the same, and that. 
their lordships had not ‘insisted on their 
amendmeuts.—Adjourned to Weduesday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, May 28. 


{Minutes ]—The Master of the Rolls 
moved, that the thanks of the, house be 
given to’ the Rev. Dr. Jackson, Canon of 
Christ Church, Oxford, for the excellent 
sermon he preached before the house at 
St. Margaret’s Church, Westminster, on 
Friday last, being the .day appointed as:a 
general fast throughout the kingdomsi— 
Lord Castlereagh moved for an estimate 
of the profit and loss of the East India 
Company’s sales, from the 1st of March 
1803, to the 1st. of March 1804, , Or- 
dered.—The report of the Corn ¢ommit- 
tee was deferred to Thursday next,,as was 
also the committee on the Scotch Militia 
Expences bill.—The Prize,;Agency bill was 
deferred to Thursday se’nnight.— Mr. 
Bankes moved for several accounts rela- 
tive to the 4 per cent. Duties, wuich were 
ordered accordingly.—-Mr. Shaw moved 
for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of : 
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Insolvent Debtors in Ireland. Mr. Alder- 
man Combe said, he saw no reason why 
such a bill should not be extended to 
England as well as Ireland. Leave was 
accordingly given to bring in the bill pur- 
suant to the alderman’s suggestion.—The 
second reading of the Cotten Manufac- 
turers’ bill was-posiponed to ‘Thursday 
se’nnight. The house went a com- 
mittee on the bill to prevent the escape of 
Irish Offenders ;, tae report was ordered to 
~be received, on Wedunesday.—Mr. Whit- 
‘bread gave notice that he would, on Wed- 
nesday se’nnight, move for a copy of the 
Tetter of the Lord Advocate of Scotland 
to the sheriff depute of Bamffshire, which 
‘was on record, ‘relative to Mr. Morrison 
_of that county, having discharged his ser- 
vant for enlisting without his consent into 
volunteer corps,—Mr,. Bourne gave 
“notice, in the absence and in the name of 
Mr. Pitt, who was not able to attend in 
his place, that it was the inteution of his 
right hon. friend to bring forward, on 
Friday, a motion relative to the military 
force of the country. Mr, Addington re- 
quested to know from the hon. gent. who 
“spoke last, whether the motion, of which 
he had given notice in behalf of bis right 
hon. friend, on the subject of the military 
force of the country, was the same as 
that right hon, gent. had mentioned some 
time ago? Mr. S. Bourne replied, that 
he was not authorized to say it was the 
same, but he was inclined to believe it was 
nearly so. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, May 30. — 


[Minures.]—The consideration of the 
Aylesbury Election bill, which stood for 
“a second reading this day, and in which 
stage counsel were ordered to be heard in 
support of the different petitions, was ad- 
‘journed till Friday. ‘This proceeding took 
“place on the suggestion of the Lord Chan- 
cellor, to which he was induced chiefly 
“with a view to the consideration of the 
‘precedents furnished by similar cases. 
“Accordingly the bill, after a few observa- 
“tious from the Marquis of Buckingham, 
“who seemed to concur in the propriety of 
‘what fell from the noble lord on the wool- 
‘sack, was ordered to be read a second 
time on Friday.—Lord Thurlow was sworn, 
and took his seat.—The bills before the 
house were forwarded in their respective 
stages.—The judgment upon an appeal 
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cause, which stood for to-day, was post. 
poved, and some. private business dis- 
posed of; after which the house adjourned 
till to-morrow, when their lordsbips stand 


summoned upon the Marquis of Abercorn’s 
motion, 


MOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, May 30. 


[Mrnvures.] —Gen. Tarleton brought 
up a petition from certain proprietors of 
fisheries in the Solway Frith, against the 
bill now before the house for the better 
regulation of the fisheries in that arm of the 
seas Ordered to lie on the table till the 
second reading of the bill.—A message 
from the Lords informed the house; that 
their lordships had agreed to the amend- 
ments made by the Commons in the Lordy’ 
amendments of the Volunteer Consolida- 
tion bill, and that their lordships did not 
insist on their other amendments, to which 
the Commons had disagreed.—Lord G,’ 
Thynne and Lord Louvaine took their 
seats on their re-election.—Sir J. New. 
port gave notice, that he should to-mor. 
row move for an account of the disburses 
ment of the sum of 20001, voted last ses- 
sion for the compensation of certain offi- 
cers in Ireland, specifying particulars.— 
Mr. H. Brown brought up the second re- 
port of the committee for carrrying into 
effect the act for the Improvement of the 
Highlands of Scotland. Ordered to lie 
on the table.—The Westminster Court- 
house bill was read a third time and 
passed.—The third reading of the English 
Army of Reserve Suspension bill, and the 
second reading of the Irish Army of Re- 
serve Suspension bill, were put off to 
Monday se’nnight on the motion of Mr. 
S. Bourne. — The Irish Accounts’ bill 
passed through a committee; the report 
to be received to-morrow.—Mr. Alexan- 
der brought up the report of the Crimi- 
nals’ Arrest bill. The amendments were 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read 
a third time to-morrow.—Mr. iluskisson 
moved, that the committee on his Ma- 
jesty’s message, relative to a provision for 
the family of the late Lord Kilwarden, be 
put off to Monday se’nnight. Ordered.— 
Also, that the second reading of the At- 
tornies’ Indemnity bill be put off to Friday, 
Ordered. 

[Stave Trape.}—Mr. Wilberforce then 
rose; in pursuance of a notice he had for- 
merly given, to submit to the house a mo- 
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- tance also was still farther augmented by 


' certainly ought to have done, in consist- 


being imported to the West India settle- 


PARL. DEBATES, May 


tion relative to the slave trade. The im- 
portauce of the subject, the hon. gent 
stated, no.man could possibly deny. But 
if at any former period the subject had 
been. considered of importance it must 
now be much more so, from the preseut 
state of the West Indies, aud from the 
general situation of Europe. Its impor- 


considerations derived from the long habits 
and the established interest .of the West 
India merchants. No man was more dis- 
posed than he was to respect this class of 
men, and to give them every reasonable 
indulgence ; but he had beeu always against 
the principle of the slave trade, and was 
now more than ever convinced cf its per- 
hicious tendency. An opportunity, the 
hon. gent. thought, was now offered, of 
bringing this abominable traffic to a ter- 
mination by parliamentary regulations, 
without any material injury to individuals. 
The subject had formerly occupied the 
attentiou of the house to a very consider- 
able degree, and many details had been 
presented to them, calculated to rouse 
their feelings; but so short-lived are the 
feelings of humanity, that much of the in- 
formation which gent. had possessed, he 
was afraid, must have vanished from their 
minds. He did not think it necessary, 
however, to recur to his former arguments 
in all their extent, nor to direct their at- 
tention minutely to the evidence that had 
been formerly laid before the house. After 
a very long and serious investigation, and 
with a mass of evidence before them, the 
house in the session of 1792, were so much 
convinced of the injustice, as well as the 
bad effects of this traffic, that though they 
did not immediately abolish it, as they 


ency with the general feelings of the house, 
they resolved on the Ist of May to abolish 
it gradually, and followed up this resolu- 
tion by a determination that it should cease 
at the end of four years, and that means 
should be taken to prevent more slaves 


ments. ‘I'hose resolutions, however, had 
not been followed up, and the trade, with 
a few alterations that were then made, 
was still continued as formerly. To those 


who had no immediate interest in the sub- 
ject, and who had never accustomed them- 
selves to reflect on its consequences, this 
might be a consideration of very little con- 
sequence; but he begged gent. to recollect 
that thousands of our fellow-creatures were 


80, 1804.—S/ave Trade. 


suffering every day from a continuation of 
the ‘pernicious system. He begged that 
gent. would attend to the incalculable 
evils. that the slave trade produced on the 
coast of Africa. Such is the infatuation of 
those ignorant and unfortunate princes, 
that in order to procure slaves for sale, 
they engage in wars with each other, either ‘ 
on frivolous pretences, or, should these 
not occur, without any pretence but the 
arm of power. ‘To augment this evil, and 
to render the passion still stronger, we 
tempt them with spirituous liquors, their 
attachment to which becomes so strong, © 
that they will not hesitate to perpetrate 
any injustice to gratify the passion. In 
pursuance of this abominable trade, how- 
ever, we go still farther, and, when other 
means fail, we set fire to their villages, 
that we may catch the wretched fugitives 
in their attempts to escape from that dan< 
gerous element; and this, by a strange 
perversion of language, we call a trade, 
and these inhuman and unwarrantabie 
means the most successful mode of pur- 
suing it. We thus violate the most sacred 
rights of mankind, and introduce violence 
and injustice, by our incitements and ex- 
ample, into those unfortunate countries, 
which, from their ignorance, become a prey 
to our avarice.. From this pernicious traf- 
fic which we encourage, all their transac- 
tions with each other, and even the admi- 
vistration of justice itself, is made subser- 
vient to the procuring of slaves. The mi- 
serable victims are seized by their supe- 
riors, and accused of unheard-of crimes, 
of which little proof is necessary whien their 
condemnation is previously determined on. 
The persons who are their judges, have an 
interest in their condemnation, while we, 
to the disgrace of a civilized nation, stand 
by tu give the judges a share of the booty. 
It was worthy of remark, iideed, that so 
pernicious has been our connection with 
the unfortunate Africans, that the general 
progress of civilization has been reversed, 
and, contrary to former experience, the 
interior of the country has become the 
most refined, while those on the coast, 
who have had the greatest correspondence 
with us, have become the most profligate, 
the most ignorant, and the most corrupt. 
Not only, indeed, is this the case; but 
even where any sparks of civilization have 
appeared, our traders have taken care to 
extinguish them. In the interior of Af- 
rica, agriculture and several-of the arts are 


known, They are so far civilized as to 
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assemble inlarge towns, which is always 
@ concomitant of refinement. They can 
work in iroh, and have several other-ma- 
nufactures, according to the accounts of 
the best informed travellers. But if we 
direct our attention to the coast, we shall 
find neither arts nor commerce, nor any 
vestige of civilization; but, on the con- 
. trary, Wretchedness, ignorance, and su- 
- perstition of the lowest and most degrad- 
ing kind. Even their superstition, in or- 
der to be consistent in our wickedness, we 
‘attempt to enceurage, and notwithstand- 
ing our professions of Christianity, endea- 
vour to confirm and even increase their 
absurd ideas of witchéraft, and their other 
prejudices, which we_find subservient to 
‘the purposes of our avarice. If there are 
any corruptions of Christianity, we scruple 
not to communicate them to them; but, 
_ whatever can enlighten or improve them, 
we carefully withhold. These evils are 
not extended over asmall tract of country, | 
_r they might perhaps be less to be re- 
gretted; but they are-extended over a 
coast of not less than between three and 
four thousaud miles, and to a distance of 
seven hundred miles tip into the interior. 
It is impossible to reflect on the wretched 
state of such a vast population, without 
pity and indignation ; and of what basencss 
may we not accuse ourselves when we con- 
sider that we are in: a great measure the 
cause of many of their evils, He did not 
wish to employ severe language, bat it was 
impossible to use nicer terms on a subject 
which so much interested the best feelings 
of humanity. The manner of conveying the 
slaves also over the seas, after having pro- 
cured them, was so flagrant and inhuman, 
that the feelings of the house, from the 
evidence that had been laid before it, ‘were 
roused, end had prompted them to adopt 
‘regulations to prevent the waste ofhuman 
lives. But not only from the mode of pro- 
curing slaves, and the manver Of trans- 
porting them,’ was this trace to be depre- 
cated.” The treatment of those slaves 
‘when arrived at their place of destination, 
was also 4 subject of serious consideration. 
“Those who were conveyed to the West In- | 
-diés, were not only doomed to be slaves for 
life, but their posterity also were 
demned to the same fate, and their treat- 
ment in many. instances unworthy the cha- 
racter of men. The hon. gent. then ad- 
verted to the objections that had been for- 
‘merly offered to the measure he proposed. 
“The best arguments, though by no means 
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satisfactory, that had been offered acnins¢ 

this measure, was, that the negroes were 

no better than a species of brutes. To 
consider them as men, and to reason on — 
their feelings accordingly, was represented | 
as idle jargon. It was curious indeed to + 
observe what had been stated on this part 
of the subject—not by meamand low au- 
thorities only, but by people of understands 
ing and information, and by a man parti. 
cularly whom he regarded as respectable 
for his talents and literature, he meant 
Mr. Long, the historian of Jamaica, who 
had degraded the negroes te the rank ‘onl 

of brutes. But he would ask, if they are 
not endowed with recollection—if they are 
not capable of anticipating the. future-if 
they are not possessed of -social feelings, 
and of remembrances which endear the 
past? They had been compared to the 
Ourang Outang in the desert ; but nobody 
who had attended to their mode of acting, 
or who would attend for a moment to the 
operation of their feelings, could maintain 
a proposition of this preposterous nature, 
The hon, gent. here begged leave to read a 
passage from Mr. Long’s history. The 
African Negro,” says this gent., ‘is inca 
pable of civilization.” He was willing to 
allow that they were very deficient indeed 
in the arts of life, and in many respects: 

insensible to ‘the. finer feelings of our na- 
ture. He would allow that some advo- 
cates engaged in the same cause, had hurt- 
the interests of his clients, by representing 
them as superior to other men in thé 
acuteness of their feelings, and in the ele- 
vation of their natutal centiments. At 
the same time, he could by no means 
think they were destitute of those qualities, 
The same author tells us that “ they have . 
no moral sensations—that they have no 
settled habitations—~and, that they have 
no pleasure in the beauties of nature.” 
What settled habitations, he would ask, 
could they have—what pleasure could they 
derive from the beauties of nature, when © 
chased by us into woods and deserts, and 


compelled to shelter themselves from our 


cruel persecution wherever the gloom of 


nature is best calculated to protect them? 


With this view they hid themselves in ° 
woods and morasses, and in such places 
certainly they could not be supposed fo 
build very permanent or commodious ha- 
bitations. * In so vast a tract as Africa.” 
continues the same author, “a diversity 
of human character might be expected,” 
But we must not forget, though this author 
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to. their existence. 


may perhaps have overlooked it, what 
share we have had in fixing the uniformity 
of their character. We must not forget 
what share we have had in converting 
them into an ignorant, low, peevish, a 
bloody, and a thievish race. Our conduct 
to that unfortunate -people has certainly 


‘had that tendency. Our cruelty also must 


have made them ferocious, — It is very cus- 
tomary indeed to excuse cruelty, by say- 
ing it is necessary, and that its victims 
deserve it. We therefore wish to make 
these men every thing that is bad, in order 
to serve as an excuse for our own conduct. 
Far from attempting to increase their hap- 
piness, or to augment their knowledge and 
comiort, every step of our conduct seems 
to have been designed to depress them, and 
tokeep them in ignorance. ‘ An Ourang 
Qutang husband,” continues the author, 
“would by no means disgrace a negro 
woman.” Such strength of prejudice was 
truly astonishing ; but it must be still more 
so, when it was fecollected that this lan- 
guage did not proceed from the impulse of 
the moment, but was seriously and deli- 
berately introduced into the page of a pro- 
fessed historian. ‘The original invaders of 
America had entertained similar senti- 
ments of the native Americans, They had 
stated, in justification of their cruelties to 
the natives, that though the whole race 
were lost, there would be no great matter, 
as they were not men. They did not con- 
sider them as men, but as large apes, and 
attached therefore, no idea of importance 
But those wretched 
natives that had been made the sport of 
European soldiers, and that had fallen vic- 
tims to their cruelty, at last obtained a de- 
liverer ;—not from the parliament of this 
country, or the civil policy of the country 
who oppressed them—but from a quarter 
where the rights of humanity had been in 
general respected—he meant from the 
spirit of the Roman Catholic religion, To 
relieve the distresses of those untortunates, 


the Pope issued a bull, ordaining that it 


had pleased him to acknowledge the Ame- 
ricans to be true men, and that they should 
be entitled to the privileges of men. This 
bull was issued in the year 1537. To cor- 
rect those partial views that men have such 
a propensity to indulge in their own fa- 
vour, it is necessary only to look to the 
operations of Providence, which shéws 
such am equal regard to all. Had this un- 
fortunate class of mankind been merely 
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butes would have been unnecessary. ‘That 


vast Being wha protects all, has exhibited 
his bounty also towards them. But what« 


pursued the hon. gent., respecting those 
negroes, however much we may have hi- 
therto calumniated them, it will not now 
be denied that they are capable of thought, 
of enterprize, and-exertion. In the West 
Tudies they have shewn themselves to be 
something more than mere brutes. They 


‘have displayed the highest degree of cou- 


rage and resolution. ‘They have discovered 
astonishing perseverance in the pursuit of 
their purpose. ‘They have shewn that they 
are capable of a steady resistance ; that not 
any number of men, however small, is 
sufficient to oppose them, but that they 
can resist and even prevail. It is material 
to the honour of the house, 'that under the 
influence of stroug passions, they had ad- 
mitted of the injustice and impolicy of this 
trade. The agents of the West India mer- 
chants themselves had acknowledged the 
truth of what he had stated. M. Brune 
allows that the. campaigns of the native 
Africans are in general commenced and 
carried on for the very purpose of making 
captives. This, at all times, he admits, is 
a sufficient object for war.—But not only 
do they dispose of their captive enemies as 
slaves, but if there is any great demand, 
they will dispose in this manner of their 
own subjects. If there is not a sufficient 
number of the captives, the king will turn 
round and ofier so many of those who have. 
been the assailants for sale, making every 
principle yield to that desire of gain which 
this trade has unfortunately introduced, 
It is true, says M. Brune, that the French 
must sometimes seize slaves independently 
of the authority of the prince; and if they 
have taken too many, they have only to 
settle the balance with the prince. This 
observation is confirmed by the testimony 
of Mr. Moore, Mr. Acton, and other tra- 
vellers who have visited that country. 
Such, testimonies it is impossible we.can 
read, and deny at-the same time, that the 
slave trade owes its existence to’ practices 
of this nature. ‘The remarks of Mr. 
Moore have also justified ‘another observa-~ 
tion he had had occasion.to make, on the 
increased severity and frequency of the 
punishments exercised in those petty 
states, Since the year 1704, all punish- 
ments have been commuted into slavery ; 
and men in power very frequently. have 


brutes, many of their distinguishing attri- 


people accused of crimes of which there is 


ever may have been our former opinions, ~ 
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no proof, in order to have it ia their 
power to dispose of them. ‘The older 
writers, who give an account of those 
countries before the existence of the slave 
trade, state the punishments as being very 
mild and easy. They were banished or 
made slaves, but after a short time were 
permitted toreturn home. This, formerly, 
was the greatest punishment that was ever 
inflicted, but now the smallest crime is fol- 
lowed by slavery for life. This change has 
been efiected by their connection with Eu- 
ropeans, and the introduction of the slave 
trade amongst them.—The hon. gent. then 
adverted to another argument, that had 
been offered in favour of the slave trade. 
It was said that they were so wretched and 
so poor that-their situation could not be 
altered for the worse. What harm could 
there be, therefore, it was asked, in trans- 
ferring them from a scene-of wretchedness 
to greater comfort and conveniency? The 
principle of this objection he was strongly 
inclined to doubt; but, he would ask, if 
tere was no harm in separating men from 
their families, from their country, from all 
that they held dear in life ? Was there no 
harm in destroying them on their passage, 
in maltreating them for their apparent 
obstinacy, and in dooming them to per- 
petual slavery without the hopes of return 
to their early attachments? All writers on 
the state of Africa allow that slavery is in 
a very different state now from what it was 
formerly. In former times it was a mild 
and patriarchical system. So mild, indeed, 
was the treatment of the slave, that it was 
difficult to distinguish him from his master. 
He was not exposed to the torture, nor 
under the lash of the whip as he is now, 
but had domestic privileges he could claim 
that were secured to him by fixed regula- 
lations. As a proof of what he now as- 
serted he could read passages from Mr. 
Moore and others, if the house were not 
disposed to take his word.—Another asser- 
tion had been made in favour of the slave 
trade, which he would not have conde- 
scended to mention had it not been so 
much dwelt on, and so much importance 
apparently attached to it; he meant the 
argument of those who alleged, that if we 
did not take those slaves offered for sale 
they would be all massacred, and that 
therefore as many women and cuptives 
taken in war, with other objects ag we are 
purchased, were so many lives saved. He 
would admit that in a very small province 
and for a short time only, this might oc- 
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casionally be the case: but supposing it 
to be true it would go to continue the. 
slave trade in all times coming, and pre- 
vent any measure being adopted for the 
improvement of our fellow-creatures. But 
so far is this from being the case, that those 
who are brought down to the coast from 
the more interior parts of the country, and 
not disposed of according to the wishes of 
the sellers, are employed in labour, in 
agriculture, and other avocations, till a 
better or more profitable opportunity of 
selling them occurs. There is not, in. 
deed, a more industrious class. of people 
than the slaves of the natives, who area 
sort of apprentices, and whose comfort, 
according to“all accounts, is very much 
studied. Another argument, the hon, 
gent. said, had been derived from Provi- 
dence, and even from Scripture itself, He 
could not help regarding such an argu- 
ment as in the highest degree profane; 
and those who offered it, he was persuaded, 
could have little claim to religion. He 
would call on the house to recollect what 
impressions had been formerly made on 
them—if from the details that had been 
formerly laid before them they were in._ 
clined to believe that religion had. any part 
in preserving or encouraging the system. 
But the greatest tenderness it had been 
said, was shewn to them, particularly in 
conducting them across the sea, treating 
them like so many children, like so many 
friends whom we were conducting to better — 
lodgings and a happier mode of life. He 
would appeal, however, as the best con- 
tradiction to this assertion, to the numbers 
that were generally crowded on board, 
with less accommodation than we would 
afford cattle; and to the numbers that 
died from the treatment and absolute suf- 
focation to which they were exposed. It 
was worth while to attend to the states 
ments of the opponents of the abolition of 
the trade. They had stated that the treat- 
ment of the negroes in their passage, was 
a stronger argument in their favour. than 
any other, and that their treatment in the 
West Indies was not less favourable ; that 
any regulation would injure if not destroy 
the trade entirely. It had been stated by 
the agent of Mr. Matthews, that restrict- 
ing the quantity to two to a tun, would 
destroy the trade. Another had said, that 
perhaps some adventurers might try what 
success they might have under such re- 
strictions, but that the trade would inevita- 
bly be losers, Mr, Jones had given it as 
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his opinion, that such a restriction would 
destroy the trade, and transter it to France. 
But, these gent. have been mistaken in 
their estimates, and ‘instead of being de- 
stroyed by this regulation, the trade has 
become more productive and advantage- 
ous, The agent for Jamaica, had out- 
run the instructions of his constituents, 
for they had expressed no disinclination'to 
a modification of the system, but on the 
contrary, have expressed their satisfac- 
‘tion in the partial arrangement that took 
place. If, therefore, these advocates oi 
the slave trade have been mistaken in 
one point, may we not fairly conclude 
that they may be so in another, and that 
the abolition of it will be attended with no 
worse consequences than its modification, 
_ which was so much dreaded? But ano- 
ther argument of a still more serious aspect 
was derived from the idea that the vessels 
employed in the slave trade, were a nur- 
sery for the navy and marine service. It 
gave him much pain to have the appear- 
ance of opposing the increase of our naval 
power; but he hoped it was not to the 
slave trade that we owed the superiority of 
our naval force, On the contrary, he was 
happy to find, that instead of being a be- 
nefit, our seamen were worn down and frit- 
tered away by this trade. Our navy cap- 
tains, he was assured, when they looked 
into any of the slave trade vessels, could 
not find above three or four that they 
could take on board their vessels. ‘They 
were so liable to disease, and so apt to 
spread contagion, that they became unfit 
for the navy. Iu one year to which the 
_ hon. gent. alluded, not less than 2643 had 
perished ia that iniquitous trade. In ano-" 
ther year, however, alter the partial regu- 
lations had been adopted, instead of 2043, 
not more than 325 had perished in that 
trade to the West Indies. The document 
he had read, and from which he derived 
his information, was one of their own sent 
up from Liverpool and Bristol. Another ob 
jection to his measure was, that it would be 
injurious to the manufacture of this coun- 
try, and must diminish the application of 
Our capital, He was assured, however, 
that the capital employed in this way was 
not more than 1 million out of 11, and 
which might be otherwise applied. Foreign 
nations, it was said, would take it up; 
but this would only enable us more easily 
to apply our capital and industry in some 
- Other way, without hardening our hearts 
in cruelty, “or staining our hands with 
Vou, H, 
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blood. The general law of nature seems 
to be the iticrease ‘of animal life. © It has 
‘been found that men have increased in. 
every country, and under almost every 
pressure of circumstances. Why then have 
uot the slaves in the West Indies increased, 
instead of requiring an anuual supply to 
make up the deficiency ? It must be owing 
to something radically wrong in their ma- 
nagement. In America, the same class of 
people had increased nearly one-third in 19 
or 20 years. When men are happy and 


comfortable, they naturally increase. The 


Maroons even, notwithstanding the many 
calamities and the distresses-and disadvan- 
tageous wars they were obliged to main- 
tain, increased rapidly in the island of Ja~ 
maica, even during those years that the 
slaves so rapidly decreased.—The system 
of keeping up slaves, it is lamentable to 
consider, has never engaged any share of 
the attention of those most interested in 
this business. This is a melancholy fact ; 
but it is one which has not escaped the 
notice of those writers who have most care- 
fully examined the subject of slavery both 
in ancient and modern times. Under a 
form of slavery far more mitigated than 
that which is the disgrace of this country, 
the system of encouraging the rearing of 
slaves was never practised, and Mr. Hume 
had very justly observed, that in the an- 
cient world, where domestic slavery was so 
prevalent, all deficiencies were supplied 
by importation. In civilized countries, 
articles of consumption were rather pur- 
chased than bred, and the same sort of . 
policy seemed to be that which the West 
India colonists followed. When the subject 
of the slave trade was under the most seri- 
ous consideration of the house, and when 
the gent. chiefly interested in it were exae 
mined, it appeared that, though sufficiently 
well acquainted with other particulars, they 
had not the slightest idea of the expediency 
of keeping up the stock of negroes, inde~ — 
pendent of importation. The result of this 
examination was also to shew, that the 
evils attendant on the miserable, degraded 
state of the negroes, were far greater than 
had even been conceived. It was found 
chat all the vices of the system had accu- 
mulated, and that the number of negroes 
kept up had been constantly on the de- 
crease. This effect was traced to two 
grand causes. The first of these was, that 
‘he negroes in our West India settlements 
vere not sufficiently fed, and in this re- 
wre ‘the treatment of the ‘slaves in the 
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American states, had appeared peculiarly 
striking. The, fact was,.that, the negroes, 
in. received full three, times. ag 
muc food as the negroes in. our islands. 
In, Jamaica, the allowance to, runaway oe- 
“groes,. who, performing no work, necessa- 
rily stood. in need of less food, was double 
that which was given tothe slaves who were 
condemned. to the severest ioils, Exces- 
sive labour'in proportion, to the quantity 
¢ food received, was another cause of the 
Jecrease of the negroes in eur West India. 
settlements. In this. respect, the difler- 
ence in America consisted in this, that the 
slaves were employed in task works.. ‘They 


had thus, an opportunity of employing the. 


time beyond what was required for labour, 
to ease and recreation, and.one party of 
slaves had frequently the means of diyid- 
ing the labours of another. On the other 
hand, the slaves in our West India islands, 
were worn away by constant and. over- 
whelming fatigue ; they ‘enjoyed no rest, no 
alleviation of the toil to which they and 
their aflspring were hopelessly condemned. 
In America, the number of negroes was 
continually on the increase, while, on the 
other hand, the decrease in our islands kept 
a suilar proportion.—Auother of the vices 
attendant on the system of conduct pur- 
sued to the negroes was, that they were 
subjected to the tyranny and cruelty of 
persons .of low views, of ignorant minds, 
and unfeeling hearts; of persons who had 
no objects in vesting their capital in this 
hefarious trade but, mere, sordid interest, 


' With persons of this,sort, the first object 


was to extort labour, andin effecting this 
object, they stopped at no exercise of wan- 
ton and barbarous cruelty, Under the 


' dominion of such men, the whole race of 


Negroes. were degraded and bowed down to 
the dust, Even when people of colour 
were elevated. to, the. dignity of freemen, 
they still continued in: a state of compara- 


tive degradation, Could there then be a, 


stronger proof of the miserable, oppressed 
condition of the, negroes, than the fact 
that they. were anxious todo, away this de- 
graded state at the, purchases of the earn- 
ings and sayings,of. their whole lives. In 
addition to the. causes:already mentioned, 
there might be produced other proofs,from 
which it wovld not be.at, all unreasonable 
to expect among the negroes a yery consi- 


‘derable, mortality. , When facts, however, 


were referred to, thiy mortality was. not 
by. any means so great as might have beea 
expected, , Jamaica, where the. merta- 


lity among the negroes has always been 
greatest, it will be found that taking three 


periods as a criterion for judgment, the 
decrease in the negro population falls short. 


of what might haye been anticipated, It 
has in the.progress of the last 60 years been, 


gradually diminishing, Their averages 
might be taken within the last 60, the last 
30, and the last 10 years. In the first 


\period, the decrease was about 3 to 4 per 
‘cent. on the whole population. In the 
‘second. period, it was from 3. to 8 per cent, 


and within the last 10 years, there was not 
more than three-filihs of a decrease. In 


‘Barbadoes and Antigua, the negroés had 


nearly kept up their number, and in Jas 
maica, the decrease was not greater than 
what he had now stated... It was to be re. 
membered too, when he stated this, that 


‘in the year 1780, the negroes suffered 


dreadfully by the tornado, which assailed 


| the island that year. By that dreadful yi, 


Sitation, no less than 15,000 negroes pe. 
rished, and, in fact, when this was taken 
into view, the actual diminution by ordi~ 
hary causes was quite inconsiderable. ‘Those 
who advocated the ~abolition, had fre. 
quently been accused of being inditiérent 
to the interests of West India proprietors, 
This wa3 a charge which, he begged leave 
to say, was utterly unfounded, But though 
the friends of the abolition were uot in- 
different to these interests, they had higher 
calls to attend to, and these were the calls 
of humanity and of justice. What he had 
now stated, however, as to the possibility 
of keeping up the numbers of our negroes 
in the West India islands, sufficiently proved 
that, even on the score of policy, the abo- 
lition of the trade was not liable to the ob- 
jections which were urged-against it. ’ It 
was satisfactory to find, that the West In- 


dia proprietors would sustain’ no material, 


loss by the immediate abolition of this in- 
human and unchristian traffic. It was seen, 


that even.uuder all the existing vices of | 


the system, the decrease of negroes was 
not great ;, and under other regulations 
which might be adopted, the population of 
the. negroes might be,fully sustained. A 
French writer, Malouet, who has lately 
written on this subject, .,is forced to admit 
that, after the revolution, the decrease in 
the number of negroes was, less.than, before 
that eyent.; . This, he, attributed to two 
causes... The ong was, that the pregnant 
women, were allowed more rest, and the 
working negroes. were condemned to lesa 


severe, labour, Though, in, obedience {9 
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of the First Consul, he argued 
for the re-establishment of slavery, yet he 
is forced to, admit that, from the two 
causes just stated, the condition of the 
negroes was materially iniproved, Did 
not this shew that, under proper regula- 
tigns, and by the adoption of the system 
practised in America, the increase of the 
negroes might be expected ‘tu be as rapid 
as 1D, “America. In that part of the world, 
the negroes were in the same degraded 
state as in our West, India Islands. . The 
oply difference in their situation was, that 
they. were better fed, and ‘compelled to 
erform a more moderate share of labour. 
There had been another reason urged for 
the continuance of ‘the trade, which he 
only noticed because it had been so often 
and so seriously urged on former occa- 
sions. This reason was, that the trade 
was carried on by other nations. It was 
hardly possible to allude to this ovjection 
in terms of sufficiently strong indignation. 
There was no species of infamous or wan- 
ton cruelty; there was no sort of guilt or 
villany, in the history, of nations which 
eu not he justified by this sort of ap- 
peal, It Aoued d not, however, be seriously 
meant to lay any stress on an argument 
founded. on such unjustifiable and false 
grounds, Another argument against the 
abolition was, that the feelings of the West 
India proprietors ought not to be injured ; 
that they ought to have time allowed them 
for full and fair consideration of the sub- 
jects that they ought to have an opportu- 
nity afforded them “of filling up the chasm 
which might exist in their negro establish- 
ment, and to provide for the consequences 
necessarily resulting. from. the abolition, 
To expect that the ‘hearty concurrence: of 
the, West India proprietors could ever be 
obtained ; to suppose that they should ever 
cordially enter into any plan for putting an 
‘end to a trade from which they conceived 
that they derived so many advantages, was 
altogether impossible, Every additional 
year gave new proof of the truth of this 
assertion, Instead of softening and relax- 
ing in their attachment to the system, they 
seemed to increase in their support of it, 
and hugged it ‘closer, and closer to their 
bosoms. It was with a view of consulting 
their wishes, and complying to a certain 
degree with their feelings, that in 1792 the 
plan for. gradual was adopted, 
and that, the, year 1796 was fixed on as the 
period when, the nefarious traffic should iu 
* a great measure cease, The year 1800 
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the contrary, those’ midst’ interested ‘i its’ 


[454 
was fixed’ on for the ‘period of its ultimate’ 
abolition, and in the mean time the im-' 
portation of negroes Was'to be subjected’ 
to the severest ‘restri¢tiéns. In 1796, 
unhappily, tio’ abolitidi’ took place. ‘On! 


preservation became mote attached 
When’ the quéstion’ of abolition Was fitst’ 
started, the West India colonists ¢on- 
ténded that the trade'was wholly carried on 
in British capital. When they found that this 
ground was not tenable, they shifted their ar= 
gument, and began to urge that they had 4 
peculiar interest in the continuance of the 
trade. They then’ began to talk of thé rights 
and privileges which they Had in'those whom - 
they were pleased to déhominate their 
tical labourers. ‘At that tine the question of f 
abolition was, carried’ by a mhajority greater 
than almost on an hy question whieh: ever 
came +before’ “the” louse ‘Tf’ the fot mer 
cruelties and “evils ‘attend on 
fem had ‘the’ hous, ‘fo 
occasion, to’ ‘come. to’ this” 
tion, surely what’ recently odcurréd “ips 
have been strengthenéd and” 
First let it be remembéet éd; ‘pha¢ Sindee’ “the 
time that the’ proposition” fat ‘thé abolition 
of the trade. no fewer, ‘hé’ believe 
300,000 additional roes’ had ‘beeti tins 
ported into the West. thes 
signing 300,000" of! our feltow- 
and their posterity to perpetual’ Bond! hibes 
Into the island of Jamaica’ “alone” th 
were, he could state, imported” ‘ho River 
than 140,000 negroés since 17923 a yntimber 
more than sufficient to keep up thé p pu: 
lation and to completé the estiiblishment 
of such plantations as happened to have 
deficiencies at the time the propositicn o of 
abolition was adopted. “Theré ‘was’ ano 
ther very important consideration ‘at the 
present moment, and ‘that was the expe 
diency of yesting, British capital i in’a ‘part 
of the dominions of ‘the empire which W 
most vulnerable, liable to the éxter- 
nal attack of the enemy, and most “siibject 
to internal convulsion, “Before 1792" the 
amount of this ‘capital so vested’ wae b 
many intelligent persons, reckoriéd’ ‘td 
great: but how much greatér ‘had’ ited 
come since that period ? At this moriént 
the profits on capital vested in thé’ Wes 
Iudia islands was quite incorisiderable. 
In Jamaica it was not above 4 cent. dnd 
it did not exceed 5 or 6 per cent. ‘in the 
other islands, ‘The, number of éxedutions 
on West India colonial pro pérty was truly 
alarming. In the course of 20 years these 
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pass. over without some notice. Was it 
wise, he would ask the house, to increase 
the number of new negroes in our West 
India islands, under the present circunr 
Stances of the colonies? During 2 years, 
the number of negroes imported into Ja- 
maica was not less than 27 or 28,000, aud 
it was perfectly well ascertained that newly 
imported negroes were the most ready to 
join. in any .plan of insurrection. He 
could only as:ribe the fresh importation of 
pegroes at this time to that infatuation 
which was productive of so many miseries 
in the details of human conduct. . Was it 
orgotten that St. Domingo ‘was almost in 
sight of Jamaica, and that Gaudaloupe 
was in the centre of our Leeward islands? 
The abolition of the slave trade appeared 
to be called for by every consideration of 
justice, of policy, and of humanity, The 
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able that could present itself. If it was 
not adopted, such another opportunit 
might not speedily be found. 
coutended, that the agitation of the ques. 
tion at the present moment was ticklish, 


jand might, in the West Indies, be pro. 
ductive of very serious consequences, It 


Was a proper answer to this objection to 
state, that whatever danger might be sup- 
posed to exist, arose not from the ques. 
tion cf abolition, but of emancipation, 
After ‘the question of abvlition was dis- 
posed of, any subsequent measures must 
be left to the colonial assemblies them- 
selves, and with them it would rest how 
far the condition of the negroes was ca- 
pable of greater improvement. It wag 
uot fuir in those who opposed the aboli- 
tion, to confound it with the question of 
emancipation, with which, in the first ins 
stance, it has no ‘immediate connexion, 


Ilis motives might be misrepresented, but. 


he should not suffer this misrepresentation 
to deter him from the performance of a 
most important duty. ‘The discussion of 
the subject had commenced 16 years ago, 
and surely suificient time had been given 
to consider the subject in all its bearings 
and relations. But he was a little asto- 
nished at the imputations thrown out 
against the friends of the abolition. They 
seemed to think that the inhabitants of 
Jamaica had no means of knowing what 
was passing in the island of St. Domingo, 
though it was perfectly well known that 
their intercourse with that island was fre- 
quent, ‘The negroes in Jamaica must be. 
perfectly acquainted with what had taken 
place in St. Domingo; and if they had n 

other means of information, the West 
India newspapers left them in no want of 
seeking information in Cobbett’s or Wood- 
fall’s Parliamentary Debates; their Ga- 
zettes were not at all delicate in stating, 
that the negroes of St. Domingo had 
shaken off the yoke under which they 
formerly groaned, and therefore it was 
quite absurd to talk of his speech pro- 
duciig any consequences which would not 
more strongly result from the statements 
to which he had alladed. He allowed that 
a convulsion in our West India islands 
was very much to be dreaded. He had 
long dreaded and anticipated it, He had 
even wondered that it had not taken place 
before this time. Happen when it might, 


it certainly would happen, if means were 


not instantly adopted to prevent it. Ang» 


ther argument used against the abolition — 


had been 
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executions were for sums to the amount 
of not Jess than $2 millions currency. si 
Let those who speak sv much of the im- a 
portance and value of West India pro- 
perty reflect on these things, and perhaps 
they may see reason to alter, their opinion, ra é 
But there was another consideration which 
gould not, fail, to have great weight with 
. the house; that was, that the continuance ee 
_of the trade was a constant and alarming : 
drawback to the population of the coun- be | 
try. As, far back as the American war, whi 
the colonial assembly cf Jamaica had _re- strc 
eo Presented to govt. the, necessity of having mel 
| ‘ an additional, number of troops for the tha 
i Frotection of the, external safety as well ora 
as _ the internal tranquillity of the islan 
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| uphold the very injustice which had been on 
i 80. solemnly condemned, and to give that spe 
security which importation of fresh Ti 
ship-loads of slaves had rendered preca- the 
rious, Tow, long the country would be clc 
| able to bear these successive drains of tio 
men; how long our population could an- ge’ 
| swer these repeated demands, he could m: 
hot take on himself to anticipate; but tal 
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- was, that we might depend on the good 
treatment of the negroes in the West In- 
dies from motives of interest, and on the 
middle passage, in consequence of the re- 
gulations already adopted. Interest was the 
great motive by which mankind were guided, 
and it was the interest of the masters to 
treat their slaves with humanity. In talk- 
ing of the influence of interest, however, 
the nature of its operation was always to 
be kept in view. ‘That was interest only, 
which was direct and immediate, which 
strongly addressed itself to the passions of 
men. No mau could seriously believe 
that many of the enormities which dis- 
grace the page of history, arose from con- 
sideratious of interest. It would not be 
pretended that the most detested of the 
Roman emperors entered into their closet, 
and coolly devised those deeds of cruelty 
which disgraced their reign, with any 
views of individual interest. The fact is, 
‘that the enormities of which they were 
guilty were merely the result of passion, 
and not of previous calculation founded 
on ideas of interest. So it. was with re- 
spect to cruelties practised on the negroes. 
Till it was proved to him satisfactorily 
that the masters of negroes had a clear, 
close, impressive interest in their preserva- 
tion, he could not be satisfied with mere 
general pledges of their kindness and hu- 
manity. Let the abolition, however, once 
take place ; let it be established that there 
shall be no other mode.of keeping up the 
number of uegroes but hy encouraging 
their increase in the respective islands, 


‘and then the masters must feel an interest 


of the strongest kind to encourage their 
protection apd support. Nothing short 
of this could currect the evils and remove 
the miseries connected with the system as 
it now existed. He conjured geut. before 
they came to a vote, to consider, well the 
dreadful picture of slavery from one end 
to the other. He beseeched them to con- 
template the miseries which the unfortu- 
nate African was doomed to endure from 
the time that he was first torn from his 
native woods, to the establishment of his 
permanent bondage in the West Indies. 
He was sure that it was impossible for a 
feeling mind to survey the. picture without 
indignation, sympathy, and disgust. He 
had often endeavoured to prevail on the 
house to seal the condemnation of this 
nefarious system, and now, for the last 
time, perhaps, he pressed this subject on 


their attention. Since last he had brought 


the matter before the ‘house, there had 


been a new parliament, aud many new 


members might be among those whom he. 


now addressed. There might also be pre- 
sent several of the members for another 
part of the united kingdom. It had been 


said, that nb venomous reptile ever found ° 


its, way into Ireland, and hitherto that 
country had never been tainted by any 
connection with the prosecution of the 


slave trade. ‘The Irish were a brave, a- 


generous, a benevolent people. He wished 
to call on their representatives ou the pre- 
sent occasion, to deliver their opinions on 
the subject, and he was confident that 
they would not support a system which 
was the disgrace of this country. Let 
them uow come forward boldly, with the 
declaration of their feelings, and assist in 
removing a stain which all good men had 
so long and so earnestly deplored. Have 
ing gone through all the general argu- 
‘ments, the hon. member concluded with 
a few words connected. with his own con- 
duct in bringing forward the business. If, 
on the one hand, he was accused of perti- 
nacious obstinacy, or on the other of 
lukewarmness for the last two or three 
years, he had only to declare, that on 
every occasion he had been actuated by 
the mest scrupulous desire of seizing on 
that moment which seemed to him most 
favourable for the discussion of the sub- 
ject. If he had delayed the motion which 
he should now submit to the house, it had 
been from a firm belief, that on former 
occasions it could not have been urged 
with equal propriety or probability of 
success. ‘The cause which he had under- 
taken he should never desert, as long as 
he had a head,.to understand, a heart: to 
feel, or a tongue to deliver his opinions, 
He reckoned it one of the greatest ho- 
nours of his life, that he had been ho- 
noured with the original agitation of this 
most interesting question, It had been 
his good fortune, in the course of all the 
long discussions on it on former occasions, 
to meet with the support (with a few ex- 
ceptions, of all that is good and great, in 
the various characters of whom the house 


is composed ; to have enlisted on his side — 


whatever was estimable in talent, in hue 
manity, and in virtue. This support he 
reckoned not only as the best testimony 
in defence of the cause which he had un. 
dertaken, but also as an honour to him- 
self, who had been the instrument of its 


engaging so much of the consideration of . 
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Parliament. He did not wish to trespass 


. farther on the attention of the house, and 


should therefore set:'down with moving for 
leave to bring in a bill for the Abolition’ 
of the: Slave ‘Trade within a time to’ be 
limited. For differences of opinion as to 
the time of the abolition, he was prepared 
to expect; but he called on all who were 
friends to the abolition, to vote with him 
on the present occasion, as ample oppor- 
tunities of explanation would be afforded 
in. the conimittee on the bill, if it was suf- 
fered to be introduced.—The hon, member 
then moved, ‘“ that the housé do resolve 
into a committee, to consider of the pro- 
priety of the introduction of a bill for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade within’a 
time to be Jimited.”—The motion being put 
from the chair, 

i«Mr. fuller contended, that the :situa- 
tion Of the negroes: in the West India co- 
lonies was equal; nay, superior ‘to the 
condition: of the: labouring poor’ of this 
eountrys) They were better fed and more 
comfortably: accommodated. He main- 
tained that their labour was not nearly so 
severe, './The best of the negroes did not 
im general» perform as much’ labour 
as eveli the ‘most: indifferent of our la- 
‘It wastot, he argued, true that 
the negroes felt themselves miserable un- 
der English’ masters, ‘The very reverse 
was’ the! ¢ase, for they ‘felt themselves 
happy ‘uuder. an: English: master and. an 
English‘govt! He ‘had letters in his: pocket 
which) assured him of the fact, and he 
knew it: from’ his own experience. The 
way of punishing negroes for offences ‘was 

to threaten them with transportation to 

their own ‘country, and a return to the 


‘ govt. of their native tyrants. He had 


made trial of ‘this mode of panishment, 
and he had found ‘it effectual. The same 
opinion bad been’ supported by a member 
of the colonial’ assembly of Jamaica, a 
man of thé! highest worth, and the most 
distinguished humanity. The tyranny of 
the native ‘princes of Africa was so dis- 
gusting, that it must have inspired horror, 
In the history of that coustry he had read 
of almost incredible instances of cruelty. 
Their palaces were not unfrequently co- 
vered with the ‘skulls of their’ murdered 
subjects, and in their court-yards piles of 
bones were déposited to inspire the mi- 
serable followers ‘with a due portion of. 
awe. It was true, as had been described, 
that all law was set aside, arid that. for 
witchcrait, and other accusations equally 
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ridiculous, thousands of victims were bas 
nished their country. When the negroes 
got to'the West Indies, they were not dis’ 
vested of these foolish notions. On his! 
own estate he had been obliged to hang a 
negro for having killed 4 others on an im- 
putation of witchcraft. A good deal had 
been said about ‘the capacity of the ne. 
groes. He had never heard the Africans 


never hesitated: to confess to ‘him, that 
they'tould not vie with Europeans in ta 
Jent ‘or knowledge. In matters of inge- 
/nuity or éalculation, they were no mateh 
‘for the inhabitants’ of the other quarters 
Lof the world. It had been contended, 
that’ no ‘attempt had been made to keep 


not a fair-statement. The attempt had 
been made by many respectable indivi: 
duals, but without adequate success. A 
very worthy friend’ of his in Jamaica, ard 
one who yielded ‘to ‘no man in humanity, 
had carefully directed his attention ‘to 
| this object.’ “He himself had followed the 
}same course; but owing to the impossi+ 
bility of procuring a sufficient number of 
female ‘negroes, it was impossible to’ keep 
up the stock “without fresh importations, 
He did-not' deny‘ that the immediate abo- 
litiott of the ‘slave trade was a great ob- 
ject, if practicable; but it did not appear 
to him practicable in the present state of 
the West Indies.. Even if we were to give 
up the importation, negroes would con- 
tinue to be imported. He had heard, 
mdeed, within the last few days, that 
Dessalines had determined to take up 
shipping, to bring fresh cargoes of negroes 
to St. Domingo. - Of the hardship’ which 
the negroes suffered, he really knew no- 
thing. They had, on the coutrary, consi- 
derable: means of comfort. ‘They had it 
in their own power to save money; but 
this money they preferred spending in 
wakes and other meetings, where they 
enjoyed themselves according to their own 
peculiar customs. ‘The’ Maroon war had 
been alluded.to, and the situation of the 
free negroes had been described in very 
favourable ‘colours. He begged here to 
state, that im that war only 8 or 10 indi- 
viduals joined the Maroous. Those ne- 
groves: who were represented as so 
pressed, preferred ‘staying with their mas- 
ters, to engage in’ this contest. He ad- 
mitted that the slave trade was not moral 
in its nature or origin, but he ‘thought 
that it arose’ out of the peculiar circum- 


deny their mental inferiority. They had . 


up the stock of the negroes. This was’ 
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stances of Africa. We had heard of the 
history of that country for 600 years, but 
we saw no rays of improvement or civiliz- 
ation. If the inhabitarits had’ been ca- 
pable’ of ‘civilization, they’ could easily 
have been able to drive off their coasts 
afew African slave ships, and‘ tlds‘ have 
revented the original establishment of 
the trade. Something in the internal cir- 
cumstances of the country must then have 
favoured the establishment of the system, 
and it had from these causes gradually 
obtained a footing. He asked the house, 
by way of illustrating the argument, to 
reflect’ on the means by which we had 
acquired our Eastern empire. In the 
first instance, we only asked a little cor- 
per for the purpose of carrying on our 
trade. We had gradually usurped the do- 
minions of the natives, had made a con- 
quest of their country, and had become 
that great people which now enabled us 
to hold up our heads against all the mis- 
chief and ambition by which we were 
threatened by France. It was plain to 
all those who studied the history of man- 
kind, that people always got on by de- 
. grees in prosecuting their favourite schemes. 
They began with a little, and soon got on 
to something more substantial and perma- 
So it was with the slave trade. It 


nent. 
would have been a good thing if it had 
been checked before it got to its present 
head; but as it had gone on so far with- 
out correction, he did not see that it 


could be now abolished. If it could be 
rendered more palatable, if rules for di- 
minishing its severity could be adopted, 
he should be happy to give them his cor- 
dial support; but he did not think the 
hon. gent.’s object practicable ; he should 
therefore vote against the mction. 

Mr. Barham wished to detain the house 
only a. few moments, while he stated ‘the 
grounds of the vote which he meant now 
to give in support of the motion. He 
had on former occasions voted against the 
Proposition of the hon. gent. aiid the 
chief ground of his objection then was, 
that he was not satisfied as to the 
practicability of the plan of abolition’) 
On the present occasion, as formerly, a 
food deal had been said of the cruelties 

_to which the negroes were subjected, He 
did'not dispute that these representations 
were made with a complete ‘conviction of 
their truth, He felt it his duty then to 
Buy, that he believed, or, more properly 
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speaking, he knew that they were in’ a 
great measure unfounded, or materially — 
exaggerated, Instances of individual cru- 
elty could not be denied. ‘His own opi- 
‘nion was, however, that the negroes were 
generally treated by their masters with 
kindness and humanity. In many re- 
spects their situation appeared to him _ 
materially superior to that of the poorer 

classes of the community in this country. 
He did not wonder, indeed, at the credit 
which the statements of the cruelties prac- 
tised on the negroes obtained. It was 
natural to suppose that power, when totally 
uncontrolled, should be abused ; and unless 
in the present case’such a contro! existed, 
such cruelties might have been perpe- 
trated.. But in the case of the masters of 
the negroes, interest operated as the most 
powerful inducement to humanity. It 
was impossible to conceive how masters 
generally could be guilty of inhumanity 
to their negroes; and the best proof that 
‘they felt no revenge or resentment, was 
their spilling their blood in the defence of 
the life or the property of their master. 
‘These observations he felt it his duty to 
make previaus to his stating the grounds 
of his intended support of the motion. 
He had objected to the abolition of the 
trade formerly, becatse it struck him that 
it would have been immediately followed. 
by a contraband trade, to which the con- 
trol of parliament did not apply. By 
countenancing the abolition formerly, he 
was afraid of this sort of uncontrolled 
traffic, instead of that regular, modified, 
and controlled trade, which it was the 
object of the house. to’ establish previous 
to its final abolition. As a proof that 
this sort of apprehension was not at all 
imaginary, he had very good reason to 
believe, that at the time the abolition was 
formerly expected, arrangements were ac- 
tually preparing for carrying on the trade 
under. foreign flags. Conceiving that the 
plan of immediate abolition was imprac- 
ticable, his object had been every year to 
clog and fetter the trade, without pro-. 
ducing in its room’ a contraband trade. 
His aim was, by every possible’ means to 
curtail the importation of negroes, to dis- 
courage the working of uncultivated lands, 
and to offer some compensation to the 
mastérs, with the view of €ffecting this 
niost desirable object. It was his wish 
also, to have seen every other means 
adopted for increasing the number of ne- 
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groes born in the several colonies, to have 
seen the character and feelings of slavery 
as much as possible softened and -im- 
proved, It was an observation of Mr. 
_ Burke, whose. loss all of them deplored, 

that slavery'could never be abolished on 
the African coast, but must be first abo- 
lished in the West Indies. He had seen a 
paper drawn up on. the subject by that 
great man, and that was the sentiment 
which it contained. Opposing the aboli 
tion of the trade formerly, he would not 
oppose it now, because he saw no reason 
to dread the establishment of the contra- 
band trade now, of which he was formerly 
_so apprehensive. At this. time the colo- 
nists were Jess disposed to enter on'such a 
trade. Their profits were not one-third 
of what they used to be, and their temp- 
tations to speculation were consequently 
curtailed. There would besides be less 
inducement to wish the importation of 
fresh negroes, when that importation was 
at the best only tolerated. On this ground 
he should support the motion for going 
into the committee. What the resoln- 
tions which the hon. gent. meant to intro- 
duce were, he knew not; but he hoped 
they would be of a wise and conciliatory 
description. With the colonial pro- 
pees every thing could be done better 
y conciliation than by force. As to the 
objection derived from the prospect of 
emancipation, it did not seem to have 
such weight as should induce any gent. to 
oppose the motion: that, was a matter of 
ulterior regulation, and ought not to affect 
the present question. 

Mr. William Smith complimented the li- 
berality aud sense of justice manifested by 
the hon, memljer who had just spoken, and 
expressed his hope that the sentiments 
which he had delivered would not fail of 
producing that impression upon the house 
to which they were entitled, as they evi- 
dently proceeded from a just and benevos 
lent policy—a policy which, he had no 
doybt, actuated many other West India 
merchants. With respect to their inte- 
rests, therefore, he meant to say very lit- 
tle. They who understood their interests 
best, were forward to coincide in the mo- 
tion before the house; a motion which he 
could not help ‘saying that he was sur- 

rised to see the house vow engaged in 
debating. What, that after having 12 
years since resolved in the most solemn 
manner that this nefarious -trade should 
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sentiment of parliament, and, the count 

had so long since declared that it ought 
not to be suffered to exist, the house 
should at this day be called upon to deli. 
berate upon the propriety of putting ap 
end to it, Although, as to the, nature of 
the slave trade, no difference of opinion 
ever appeared to prevail at any time it 
came under discussion, it was extraordi, 
uary indeed to find, that afler a lapse of 
12 years, not one step had been taken to- 
wards the execution of, an object so uni- 
versally admitted to be desirable ; and it 
was still more extraordinary, that the few 
remaining advocates of this trallic should 
seem to insist that the onus probandi of 
shewing the impolicy and iniquity of its 
continuance, lay with its adversaries: but 
even admitting that, he would ask, could 
any thing be easier than to shew that it wasa’ 
business of such a nature, as Ought not to be 
for one moment endured? Could any pros 
position be more simple than this, that the 
practice of buying and selling men and their 
posterity to slavery, was inconsistent with 
the character of au enlightened and Chris 
tian country? .The proposition was such, 
that to state, it was enough to insure the 
assent of all men who thought or felt 
justly. It was such, in fact, as was sup- 
ported, independently of humanity, by ve. 
lumes of evidence, as to its injurious ten- 
dency in a political view, and such as 
could not be opposed by one reason of 
the least force; unless, according to the 
vulgar remark, that possession constituted 
nine points of the law, he could not tell 
upon what ground this trade could be al- 
lowed to stand. An hon. gent. (Mr, Ful- 
ler) had observed truly, that this trade 
ought to have been prevented in the first 
instance; but that as it had got a footing, 
he did not know that it ought now to be 
abolished. ‘That surely, however, was @ 
strange argument, that because injustice 
had been permitted heretofore, we should 
not, as soon as we perceived it, put an 
end to its existence, and particularly 
where it was an injustice of such a nature, 
that if it had not been in existence, he had 
no hesitation in saying, that there could 
not be found a man who would venture to 
propose its establishment, Why then 
should it be held that, because such 3 
trade had continued so long, that there- 
fore it should be suffered to continue still 
longer? If it should be said, in opposition 
to the proposal for the immediate abolir 
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planters would be liuble to much injury, 
arising from the scarcity of supply, he 
would maintain, that such an objection 
could not be attended to; tur those gent. 
had received sufficient warning of the in- 
tentions of parliament. It was incumbent 
upon them to consider the nature of evi- 
dence laid before that house and the coun- 
try, and to provide against an event 
which, from the resolution of parliament, 
they had every reason to look for. He 
did not mean to insinuate that such pro- 
vision should arise from any increase of 
rapacity on the coast of Africa, but from 
achange of system in the management of 
the slaves in the West Indian islands; 
for there was no principle more palpable 
than this, that the West India merchants, 
if they complained of any injustice done 
them by parliament, should not attempt 
to seek redress among the unhappy Afri- 
cans; thosé upon whom such evils were 
inflicted by this odious traffic, that the 
conduct of it in that case alone was suffi- 
cient ground to rest an argument for its 
total and immediate abolition. Without 
referring to the treatment of the slaves on 
their passage, and in the West India 
islands, or to those regulations which had 
been enacted from time to time relative to 
their passage, which, by the bye, he un- 
derstood were generally evaded, he was 
convinced that the proceedings in Africa 
were alone quite enough to satisfy any 
good man that it was impossible to justify 
resistance to an immediate abulition. 
When he considered the voyage, the trans- 
portation of the poor negroes, and all 
the circumstances connected with such a 
transaction, all the evils which were in- 
separable from its nature, he could not 
think it necessary to adduce any evidence 
to prove the miseries which must co-exist 
with this trade ; but yet evidence had been 
laid before the house on a former occasion, 
which went amply to detail those mise- 
ries; evidence which could not leave a 
doubt of the aggravated criminality of 


‘ allowing the trade to continue; if even 


that part of the evidence adduced by the 
Opponents of the slave trade were not re- 
sorted to, in order to urge the house to 
assent to the motion now in discussion, he 
contended, that the testimony of its ad- 
vocates afforded abundant matter to sus- 
tain the call for abolition; for although 
the latter was presented with a view to 
controvert the former, although truth and 
justice was’ attempted to be foiled by a 
Vou. II, 
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vast deal of sophistry and falsehood, he 
would venture to assert, that the object of 
this opposition failed so egregiously, that 
there was no one point which ‘the friends 
ot the slave trade wished to establish; 
that was not denied and disproved by 
some part of the testimony of their own 
witnesses, several of whom contradicted: 
the others, and in some instances one 
witness contradicted himself. In taking 
notice of these contradictions and absur- 
dities, he did not mean. to say that an 

prevarication was intended, but merely 
to observe by what means truth will find 
its way, and justice triumph, in spite of 
Opposition or artifice. The hon. gent. 
mentioned several of those absurdities, 

among others, that one witness stated, 

that a monarch or master who could sell, 

transport, or murder his slave, could not 
urge him to work; another witness stated, 
that negroes will readily cultivate corn, 
but very unwillingly cotton, although the 
labour necessary to the latter is much 
less than that at the former; another, that 
although the negroes will not be contented 
to work at home, they are yet very will- 
ing to go to the West Indies, with the full 
knowledge of the purpose for which they 
are to go; those statements, the hon. 
gent. said, he met with in the evidence 
taken before the Privy Council, and a 
committee of inat house: but the most 
curious circunstance of all which he found 
in those depositions, was this, that al- 
though the negroes feel it to be a shame 
and punishment to be transported to the 
West Indies, they yet had no fear to go 
there. He found also, that which was 
certainly a phenomenon in the moral 
world, that although, as those witnesses 
deposed, there was no sense of morality 
among the Africans, and that convictions 
were so profitabie to accusers, the accused 
becoming their slaves, the trials were, 
notwithstanding, quite fair, and a false 
accusation never succeeded. ‘Those mon- 
strous absurdities the hon. gent. quoted 
from the evidence laid on the table of the 
house, in order to shew the expedients 
resorted to to palliate the iniquity of the 
slave trade. If the witnesses who alleged 
such thjngs as he had mentioned, asked 
him to believe them, he would tell them 
he would go as far as he could to give 
them credit for believing themselves what 
they stated. He would, however, be more 
ready to give them credit if they were 
miere speculative politicians, if they bad 
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no interest in view; but he reflected, that 
in believing their absurdities he was liable 
to beled to the sanction of a system of 
crime; for such persons would not be 
satisfied with the mere belief of their as- 
severations, they would require of the 
house to go forward, until they should 
stain their hands in blood. His heart re- 
volted at such an object, and he trusted 
that parliament would indiguantly spurn 
at it. If it were said that the negroes 
were subject to transportation for the 
most trivial offence,.nay, that some were 
bred for slavery, he would ask, supposing 
the information true, whether it was con- 
sisteht with the civilized character of this 
country to sanction such a system? ‘There 
could be only one answer given, As to 
the assertion, that it was the custom of 
the native princes of Africa to sell their 
prisoners. of war to slavery, and if the 
persons on the coast did not humanely 
purchase them for our merchants, those 
prisoners would be murdered, he ccnsi- 
_ dered it an idle tale. And here he could 
not overlook, that although it was stated 
that witchcraft was a fruitful source of 
slavery in Africa, it did not appear that 
any of those humane merchants, or their 
humane agents, ever made any attempt to 
remove that delusion. The greater part of 
the slaves sold, however, were brought to 
the coast from districts in the interior, 
of which the slave dealers know nothing. 


Those, which he understood to amount to | 


no less than two-thirds of the whole nuim- 
ber of the regular purchase, were con- 
demned to this fate for causes to which 


- the agents of the traffic are strangers, and 
_ they never take any pains to remove their 


‘ignorance. On the contrary, they say, 
that “‘ no one would ask any questions on 
the subject but a fool; that such inquiry 
would. spoil trade.” Such was the lan- 
guage employed to excuse such immoral 
indifference ; such insensibility to the fate 
of men, in all probability capriciously 
consigned to exile from their family and 
home. Such participation in. the inflic- 
tion of a severe punishment, without any 
previous inquiry as to the cause, without 
taking the least trouble to ascertain whe- 
ther any guilt attached to the party pu- 
nished. To guard against the repetition 
of this and all the other enormities, par- 
ticularly kidnapping, which were insepa- 
rably connected: with. the slave trade, he 
called on the house to adopt the motion, 


aad to follow up the purpose of his hon, | sons proscribed .by the hon. mover, he 


friend. Kidnapping, than which nothing 
could be imagined more strongly marked 
with cruelty, he observed, had, according 
to the confession of the evidence already 
referred to, frequently happened, indeed 
without hesitation, occasionally resorted 
to. As Christians, as men, and as Bri. 
tons, he called on the house to. interpose 
and give its zealous concurrence to an 


object that involved the interest of so | 


many thousands of our fellow-creatures; 
of those who possessed a common nature 
with us, and were, it could not be denied, 
intitled to the rights of humanity; yet 
tewards. them what was the conduct of 
this trade? Why to treat them like beasts 


‘of burden, to put them out of the protec. 


tion of the Jaw, for it was quite absurd, 
whatever might be said. on the subject, to 
suppose that any law could protect a slave 
against his master. It was quite imprac- 
ticable, particularly considering the power 
which the master had in the West Indies, 
and the mode of administering the laws. 
The slave was not, in fact, an accountable 
being. He could have.no property in any 
thing, who had no property in himself, 
He had no instructor to let him know 
what the law was. He knew not how to 
‘obtain redress when aggrieved. He could 
not be bound by any law. ‘To his master 
he might be bound by gratitude and affee- 
tion, and it was happy where he was; but 
there could be no tie of duty upon him, 
for there was an incurable defect in the 
title that held him. ‘There was a right 
inherent in the slave to abstract-himself 
from such a title, while it was the master’s 
interest to make him work and insure his 
servitude. ‘Those two inclinations were 
at variance. ‘There was no relation be- 
tween the two, to regulate which the laws 
of morality could apply. ‘To attempt to 
legislate for them would be absurd. Upon 
the whole, the hon. member conceived 
that he had stated suflicient reasons to jus- 
tify the vote which he meant to give in 
favour of the motion; a motion which he 


flattered himself would meet an unanie’ 


mous support; and he hoped that. every 
West India planter would evince the same 
readiness as the hon, gent. to whom he 
alluded at the commencement of his ob« 
servations, to abolish the nefarious and 
universally execrated traffic which formed 
the subject of debate. 

General Tarleton said, that although he 
must consider himself as one of those pere 
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could not help expressing his disapproba- 
tion of this motion. At the same time he 
begged to observe, that the hon. gent.'s 
mode of proscription upon this question 
was as arbitrary as any that was ever re- 
sorted to by Sylla, or any other dictator. 
The hon. gent. had, he admitted, intro- 
duced much new matter into his speech, :a 
thing the more to be wondered at upon a 
subject so often and so ably discussed. 
To the principles upon which the hon. 
geat. rested his arguments he could not 
hesitate to subscribe. His grounds were 
religion and morality; but he had pushed 
those principles to an extreme. Evils 
were to be met with in every direction; 
war was an evil of the greatest kind, and 
yet we were obliged to endure it. Many 
things were tolerated which could not be 
justified on strict principle. Though war 


was an evil, we still engaged in it; and 


though the national debt was a grievance, we 
still laid on new taxes, and contracted for 
loans. ‘The hon. mem. compared the state of 
the country in 1792, when the resolution 
for the general abolition of the slave trade 
was adopted, with the present period, and 
contended that the ditference was such as 
should urge the house to pause before: it 
agreed to the motion under debate. In 
the former instauce, the country was at 
peace, commerce and manufactures were 
flourishing, and only a gradual abolition 
was called for. Yet now, when the coun- 
try is involved in a war that requires all 
our resources, and our commerce is em- 
barrassed, an immediate abolition of this 
important part of our trade is applied for. 
Under the circumstances, he could not 
see the policy of such an application, and 
he hoped that govt. would interfere to 
protect the merchants, and defeat the 
views of the mover. The hon, gent. had 
taken notice of the alarm which his motion 
was likely to give to the persons concerned 
in the cultivation of the West India islands ; 
and certainly the alarin already excited by 
the state of those islands, this proceeding 
was of a nature considerably to increase ; 
but about that increase, perhaps, the hon. 
gent. was very little disturbed. Indeed, 
the hon. gent. manifested a disposition in 
this business still more arbitrary towards 
English trade than Bonaparte himself. 
The First Consul invited the powers of 
Europe to join with him in attacking us, in 
order to partake of our commerce; but 
the hon, geut. would deprive us altogether 
of one important branch of that com- 
Merce, in order to transfer it to cther 
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‘nations, and this at a time’ when every 
branch of our commerce is so much 
‘shackled. After stating that he should 
take other opportunities of delivering his 
‘sentiments more at large on this subject, 
the hon. member said that he did not think 
it necessary this night to put it ‘to a divi- 
sion. 

Mr. Manning expressed his surprise that 
a measure of so much importance as that 
before the house, should have been brought 
forward at this advanced period of the ses= 
sion; but yet he was perfectly willing to 
state that he felt the most perfect convic- 
tion of the hon. motives which actuated 
the gent. from whom it originated. He 
could assure him, that every proprietor of 
respectability, from Barbadoes to Jamaica, 
was grateful for his. exertions, and felt 
much benefit from them. With respect, 
however, to the propésition for an imme- 
diate abolition of the slave trade, he beg- 
ged to call to the recollection of the‘house; 
that by several -acts of parliament, some 
so early as the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
British merchants were encouraged to vest 
their capital in this ‘trade. If, then, par- 
liament should determine on the imme- 
diate abolition of the trade, it would be 
felt, he trusted, that the merchanis and 
others connected with West India property}. 
who might lose by such a measure, weré 
entitled to compensation: ‘To ascertain 
the amount of such loss, he thought that a 
parliamentary commission should be ap- 
pointed, and that a proposition to that 
effect should accompany the motion before 
the house. If parliament had changed its 
mind as to the éxpediency or justice of 
this traffic, it would be unjust to allow 
those who had embarked their capital upon 
the faith of parliament, to suffer any pe- 
cuniary loss. He called for this cousider- 
ation upon the same principle as_ that, 
which was uniformly acted upon where any 
public measure was productive of injury to 
the property of individuals. As no in- 
demnity, such as he had alluded to, was 
connected with this motion, and also as 
he was adverse to the immediate abolition 
of the trade which gave rise to it, he moved 
that the other orders of the day should 
be then read.—The motion being put, 

Mr. Wilberforce rose to state, that his 
motion did not refer to the immediate abo. 
lition of the slave trade, and that the time 
for that desirable event was to be consi- 
dered in a committee upon the bil’, and 
not in the present state of proceeding.» 

Mr. Devaynes asserted, that the country 
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was as well governed, and the laws as 
fairly administered, on the coast of Africa, 
as in England. The hon. member added, 
in vindication of the slave trade, that he 
had had a conversation with one of the 
African kings, who told him, that if the 
slave merchants did not purchase from him 
and others their prisoners taken in war, 
those prisoners would be killed. 

_ Mr. William Smith, adverting to the de- 
scription he had before given of the law ot 
the African princes, &c, said that he 
quoted that description from the evidence 
adduced by the hon, member who had last 
spoken and his friends. He contrasted 
some parts of the description, and particu- 
jarly the statement that the prisoners of 
war, if not bought by the slave dealers, 
would be murdered, with the declaration, 
notwithstanding, of the hon. gent. that 
those African states were as well governed, 
and their laws as well administered as in 
this country... 

. Sir William Geary thought, that from 
motives of humanity, the total and imme- 
- diate abolition of this trade should be re- 
sisted ; because, if, the proposition. were 
adopted, he was very much afraid that the 
effect would be to trauster the trade to 
other nations,, through whom the same 


miseries would be induced to slaves, of 


which the house had heard so much, and 
against which such provisions had been 
made by the benevolent exertions of the 
hon. mover of the proposition before the 
house. 

_ Mr. Addington said, he should support 
the amendment, but. on different grounds 
from those stated by the hon. gent. who 
moved it. The abolition of the trade, 
which formed the subject of debate, he al- 
ways considered not as a question of ex- 
pediency, but as a question of practicabi- 
lity; and in that view, if the motion had 
been for the appointment of a committee 
to consider of the means for the abolition 
of the slave trade, it should have had his 
concurrence ; but as it stood, he must vote 
against it, because he felt that it would be 
impossible to carry it into execution, So 
.coutrary was the mode of proceeding pro- 
posed to the accomplishment of the —_ 
in view, that he was persuaded, should a 
bill be founded on the resolution described 
by: the hon, member who opened the de- 
bate, such bill must be repealed before 
the trade could be abolished. . 

,, Sir Rebert Buxton thought it most ex- 
traordinary that the house should be con- 


sidering that question, when, ; 14 years ago | 
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' it had decided that the slave trade should 
be gradually abolished, He had always 
wished, and voted for a gradual abolition; 
| and he thought the character of the house, 
+ in point of consistency, implicated in this 
question. ‘The question now was, whether 
the slave trade, which the house, 14 years 
ago, said should be abolished within a 
time, long since past, should be abolished » 
at all, or not? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
|that if the motion before the house were 
for the immediate abolition of the slave | 
trade, he should have no hesitation in giv- 
ing it his warmest support, because she 
thought the first moment for abolishing 
that inhuman traffic would be the best. 
Nevertheless, he was ready to support any 
proposition that could approximate that 
desirable event. He would feel a satisfac- 
tion in any measure that tended even toa 
gradual abolition, ‘To this he understood 
most gent. who had on a former occasion 
delivered their sentiments, to be friendly, 
and with the views of such members the 
motion was so worded as to coincide, 
Gent. therefore, of that description, could 
not, unless they had changed their opinions 
since the last discussion of this subject, 
oppose the original motion, ‘Those wha 
entertained an honest prejudice against this 
abominable traffic—a prejudice which had 
obtained many canverts of late years, 
would, he hoped, be very far from object- 
ing to the motion of his hon. friend upon 
such. grounds as had been last stated. Into 
the discussion of the question at present he 
declined to enter, particularly as the very 
able arguments of his hon, friend had been 
quite unanswered; but as to the time of 
carrying the object of bis hon. friend into 
effect, no time was prescribed by the mos 
tion.. That circumstance would remain 
for the consideration of the committee on 
the bill. With respect to the practicabi. 
lity of the abolition, the right hon, gent, 
observed, that the same argument upon 
that point would apply to.a gradual as to 
an immediate abolition ; for if it was im- 
possible for a British act of parliament to 
effect the object in the one case, how was 
such act to accomplish it in the other, — 
This remark he addressed merely to the 
professed friends of a gradual abolition; 
but as to the practicability of the measure 
of abolition generally, as he had only 
heard the impracticability asserted, with- 
out the arguments upon which the assertion 
was grounded, he did not think it neces 
sary’ to go into any argument upon the 
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subject. He was happy, however, to hear 
from the hon. gent, under the gallery (Mr. 
Barham) such opinions, combined with 
other considerations, as fully satisfied his 
mind that there was no danger of this 
trade, if abolished by us, being taken up 
by foreigners—upon that score, there was 
no ground for apprehension, The right 
hon. gent. concluded with stating, that be 
would not at present discuss the question 
farther, although he could with difficulty 
refrain from entering into a subject in which 
he felt so lively and warm. 

‘Mr. Lee contended the trade was an 
utter disgrace to the nation. We boasted 
of our freedom, and yet we sacrificed the 
natural rights of our fellow-creatures in 
this nefarious traffic. ‘The hon. member 
who had urged this measure with so much 
ability and perseverance, would retire to 
his pillow with satisfaction, and enjoy that 
repose and tranquillity which is the reward 
of virtuous exertion. If there were hon. 
members of that house who were interested 
in this commerce, he hoped they would 
sacrifice their privateemolument to a strict 
sense of public duty. If there were repre- 
sentatives of great aud opulent towns, 
which owe their importance to such a 
trade, he trusted they would instruct their 
constituents rather to resign all future ad- 
vantages from it than to barter the justice 
and honour of the country for these acqui- 
sitions. Atafuture time, he would enter 
more at large on the subject, and on the 
present occasion, the motion would re- 
ceive his cordial support. 

My. For said that he should trouble the 

house with very few words upon the ques- 
tion before them. Indeed, he rose prin- 
¢ipally with a view to observe the very ex- 
traordinary manner in which the gent. who 
spoke against the motion had treated the 
sudject. ‘The abolition of the slave trade 
was a question which was now 16 years 
under ‘the consideration of that house. It 
was now near 12 years since the house had 
decided by a very great majority that the 
trade was in itself pernicious, and that it 

ought ta be abolished. ‘The present was a 

question which above ‘all others might be 

now fairly said to have come to a crisis; 
and yet the house was told that it should 
hesitate. One gent. had allowed that there 
might some ill consequences result from 
the continuance of such a traffic, and yet 
he advised the house not to put a stop to it 
for the present. Another had also admitted 
the injustice of our continuing to sanction 
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‘such a branch of commerce, and had re=. 


commended that the house should go into 
a committee, to consider of the practica- 
bility of the measure. What! when the 
house had so positively declared its opi. 
nion about 12 years ago with respect to 
the abolition. ‘The very circumstances of 
the times, in addition to the former declara- 
tion of the house, were arguments in favour 
of the abolition. ‘The acquisition of Trinadad 
was in itselfa reason why the house should 
immediately come to some determination, 
and either declare to the public and to 
Europe that it was not consistent with our 
ideas, or with the policy of our system, to 
make any alteration in a trade, the injustice 
of which we have already acknowledged ; 
or else that we should by our actions at 
once firmly convince the world that we 
were capable of giving up a species of traffic 
which appeared to us dishonourable, not- 
withstanding any profit that might be gain- 
ed by its continuance. ‘The honour, the 
character of the nation was at stake. Any 
person that was in the least acquainted 
with the Continent, must have already 
heard it whispered throughout . Europe, 
that they were doubtful of us, and that it 
was supposed, that, however we might like 
lessons of morality, we could not be pre- 
vailed upon to give up a profitable branch’ 
of commerce very readily. If the house 
continued to act as it had done, admitting 
the impropriety, and yet at the same time 
abstaining from the abolition of, or even 
from giving any check to, that abominable 
traffic, it would be openly said throughout 
Europe, that we could but merely talk 
morality. That after all the sentiment 
that had been expressed against this trade, 
we had said again, that we would post- 
pone the abolition of. it to some indefinite 
period. He would repeat it, that on this 
question, above all others, was the charac 
ter of the country at stake. There had not 
been any argument urged in favour of the 
morality of the subject, and, therefore, 
the house had now to make a public avowal 
to Europe of their determination at once 
to put a stop to that iniquitous practice, 
or else to announce to the world, that it 
had agreed to give its sanction to a mea- 
sure which had not been supported by any 
principle of honour or of justice, but mere- 
ly on the supposition that gain might pos- 
sibly result from its continuance. 

Mr. Egerton expressed a wish that the 
hon. mover of the question before the 


house would expressly declare to what ex- 
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The original motion was of course car. 


house should happen to agree with him.} ried, and the houseeresolved itself into g 


At the late period of the month of May, 
many gent. had gone to the country, and 
he hoped the hon. member did not mean 
_ to press it in the absence of so many. He 
would be glad to know, whether it was in- 
_ tended that a bill should be immediately 
brought in and carried in the present ses- 
sion, or, whether it was now intended 
merely to obtain leave to bring in a bill 
for the abolition; and that the bill was-to 
be discussed at the next meeting of par- 

Jiament ? 

Mr. Wilberforce said, that he had only 

intended to express his opinion, and moved 
the house to agree with him on the general 
question. The committee would after. 
wards determine as to any particular term. 
_ The Chancellor of the Exchequer express- 
ed himself decidedly in favour of the mea- 
sure of abolition at any rate. He wished 
to see the house agreeing to go into a com- 
mittee immediately for the purpose of con- 
sidering the propriety of bringing in a bill 
for that purpose. 

_ Lord De Blaqguiere observed, that the 
consideration of the question before the 
house would, on the present occasion, be 
for the first time presented to many na- 
tives of Ireland. But though it was a 
question which was new to Irishmen, it 
was not a question upon which they would 
find any difficulty in deciding, It was a 
subject, he was confident, on which the 
_ sentiments of all Irishmen would be imme- 
diately declared unanimous. The practice 
of the slave trade was repugnant to their 
feelings. He believed that he might, with- 
out presumption, have taken upon him to 
answer for the whole bulk of the people; 
but, for his own part, he had made up his 
mind as soon as he had heard the terms 
of the motion, and immediately resolved 
to give it his most cordial support. 

_ Mr. Patteson wished to know, if the 
slave trade were abolished in the present 
session, whether we had any security that 
the Americans, Danes, and Swedes would 
consent to a similar abolition, as other- 
wise, the beneficial regulations of the mid- 
dle passage would be done away, and the 
slaves placed in a worse situation than they 
were before. —The question was then lond- 
ly called for, and the house divided ; 
when there appeared 

For the order of the day - 49 
Against it - - 1% 


committee, in which the resolution was 
read and agreed to. The house resumed, 
and the report was ordered to be brought 
up to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, May 31. 


[Mtnutes. ]—Pursuant to the order of 
the day, their lordships resolved into a 
committee of privileges, and Lord Wal. 
singham having taken the chair, Counsel 
and evidence were farther heard, respect. 
ing the claim of Sir Cecil Bishop, bart. to 
the barony of Zouche. The farther consi- 
deration of the case was adjourned till this 
day se’nnight.—Several bills, chiefly of a 
private nature, were received from the 
Commons, and read a first time. 
[Conpucr or JupcE Fox.]—The Mar. 
quis of Abercorn rose, and stated, that he 
held in his hand a petition which he con, 
ceived to be of the highest importance to 
the judicial character, to the administra- 
tion of justice, to the liberty, prosperity, 
and independence of the country, and to 
the rights and privileges of their lordships; 
in so far as it preferred charges against 


-one of the judges in Ireland, in which all 
of these relations were deeply implicated, | 


The petitioner was a person with whom the 
noble Marquis declared he was not ace 
quainted, but of the integrity and un- 
blemished nature of whose character, on 
the most minute inquiry, he had received 
the most satisfactory and convincing assur- 
ances, His name was Hart, and he was 
a ‘gent. of considerable property in the 
ueighbourhood of Londonderry, and in 
the county of Donegal, for which county 
he was one of the grand jury, when he ex~ 
perienced the acts of oppression, degrada- 
tion, and injustice, complained of in the 
petition, exercised against him by Mr, 
Justice Fox, then making the circuit in 
the northern counties of Ireland. The mis- 
conduct of Mr, Justice Fox, had not been 
confined to this one single and solitary ob. 


ships, but had broken forth in every place, 
and on persons of every description, where 
it had fallen to his province to make the 
circuit. .‘The petition was then read, @ 
copy of which will be found in p..529 of 
this volume. The noble Marquis enume- 


Majority ——75 


bitant fine against magistrates and jury+ 


ject, who now complained to their lord- . 


rated a number of other charges of exor- 


=| 

i j mi 
i tis 
| Ja 
wi 
au 

th 

ac 

sh 

lit 

m 

te 
bi 
a 

ti 

fe 

| oh 

tl 
g 
b 

k 

d 

h 

t 

a 
I 

l 

a 

i 

- d 

{ 

I 

§ 

] 

1 

1 

i 

1 

| 


47) 


men, and of other acts of oy pression prac- 
tised by Mr. Justice Fox; one particu- 
larly, in which the Marquis himself, who 


was one of the governors of the county of | 


Fyrone, was the object of his invective and 
animadversion. In speaking on this point, 
the noble Marquis declared, that he was 
actuated by no personal or private motive, 
jn quitting, on the present occasion, the 
shades of obscurity to appear in public po- 
litical life. He confessed he had been 
most grossly and unjustly abused at a pe- 
riod when domestic calamity had rendered 
privity the only balm which his parental 
feelings could receive. Such astroke, pro- 
bably might have been necessary to have 
awakened him; but, he trusted, that at 
this moment no persona} feeling operated. 
He felt solicitous for their lordships ; he 
felt solicitous for every person who might 


_ have an official situation to discharge ; if 


they were thus unwarrantably to be drag- 
ged forward to public odium. The grandest 
boon which justice and the public, in these 
kingdoms, had ever received, was the in- 
dependence of their judges. The more, 
however, that they were placed beyond 
the power of the crown, the more did it 
become that house to watch over their 
actions, and to see that justice flowed in 
pure and unpolluted streams. It was their 
lordships’ proviuce, it was their peculiar 
and bounden duty, to see, that the robe 
in which justice was arrayed, did not serve 
asa cloak for oppression and calumny.— 
As an excuse for not bringing the matter 
sooner before the house, the noble Mar- 
quis pleaded the peculiar situation in which 
ministers had for some time stood. He 
should not, he observed, follow up his pre- 
sent motion further than that the petition 
do lie on the table. He hoped it would 
be found a business of so great. importance 
as to deserve the attention of the present 
ministers, and that he should not agaiu 
be wecessitated to bring it forward. ‘There 
was another reason, however, which would 
prevent him from pressing it at this mo- 
ment. He was anxious to have the pre- 
sence of a noble friend of his, the Lord 
Lieut. of Ireland. He had no doubt that 
the same circumstances which had caused 
the dismissal of the late minister of this 
country ; the disgrace of having acted con- 


— scientiously and uprightly in every part of 


his administration; the disgrace of having 
made the basis of his continuing in office 
@ resolution not to use any undue influence 


or exertion to sway the favour of the pub- 
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lic or of individuals ; the disgrace of hav 
ing quitted it, accompanied’ by the regret 
aud good wishes of his sovereign, and of 
the public in general ; would soon operate, 
as they equally applied to his noble friend, 
on occasioning bis dismissal aise. The 
noble Marquis then moved, that the peti. 
tion do lie on the table. Ordered.—Ad- 
journed, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, May 31. 


Lovaine and Wil- 
liam Dickenson, Esq. took the oaths and 
their seats on their re-election.—Ordered, 
on the motion of Sir J. Newport, that an 
account be laid before the house, of the - 
disbursement of 20001. which was directed 
by the act of the 41st of his Majesty, to be 
applied to certain oflicers from Ireland.— 
Sir J. Anderson brought up the report of 
the committee appointed to examime the 
petition frony the corporation of London, 
respecting a coal market; and upon the 
report being read and agreed to, the hon, 
member obtained leave to bring in a bill to 
alter and enlarge the powers of the act of 
the 43d of his Majesty, for establishing a 
Free Market for the sale of Coals in Lon- 
don, &c.—Mr. Cartwright brought in @ 
bill for altering and amending the act of 
the 28th of his Majesty, with respect to 
Chimney Sweepers and their Apprentices, 
The bill was read a 1st and ordered to be 
read a 2d time.—Sir J. Newport advert- 
ing to the motion which he had announced 
his intention of bringing forward on this- 
day, with respect to the operation of the 
Property Tax on persons deriving revenue 
from property situated in Ireland, stated, 
that as the Chancellor of the Irish Exche- 
quer was not in attendance, and as the pa- 
pers necessary to his motion were not yet 
on the table, he should wave his purpose 
for the present, and as the session was so 
far advanced, postponed it to a future op- 
portunity.—The Felons’ Apprehension bill 
was read a Sd time, and passed.—Mr. 
Alexander brought up the report of the 
Irish Accounts Regulation bill, which was 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read 
a 3d time to-morrow. 

{Corn Trape.J—Mr. Western moved 
the reading of the order of the day for the 
further consideration of the report of the 
committee on the Corn Trade, for the pur. 
pose of postponing the order until tos 
MOQrrew, 
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_ To the committee appointed to consider it, 


the public as to the motives of the change, 
it was proposed to move the recommital 
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’Mr. Patteson observed, that the consi- 
deration of this report bad been frequently 
postponed, and he wished to know the rea- 
sons which induced the hon. gent. to pro- 
pose the farther postponement of it until 
to-morrow, ‘The subject to which the re- 
port referred, he conceived to be of the 
utmost importance. It was one upon 
which he had taken every method in his 
power to acquire the fullest information, 


he had paid very close attention, and he 
had the misfortune to differ from the 
greater part of the gent: of which that com- 
mittee was composed. ‘This difference was 
of such a nature, that he hoped one of the 
motives for postponement was to reconsi- 
der the grounds of this difference. Indeed, 
the report was such, that he wished it to 
be totally reconsidered, for it would go, 
if adopted, to alter the bearing and ten- 
dency of our corn Jaws, and the whole 
system of our imports and exports, with 
respect to grain. © 

Mr. Western saw no objection that could, 
in point of candour, be advanced against 
deferring this motion till to-morrow. ‘There 
was in the table proposed in the report of 
the committee, a deviation from the table 
fixed by the corn act of 1791; the reasons 
for which, though founded on the best 
principles, were not sufficiently explained 
in the body of the report. ‘To obtain such 
explanation, and to satisfy the house and 


of the report. ; 

Mr. Patteson acceded to the motion, 
and expressed a hope that when the report 
of the committee should again come before 
the house, it would come in another 
shape. 

Sir R. Burton thought the motion of 
postponement ought to be for a jater day. 
He wished toknow whether it was intended 
to-morrow to consider the report on the 
table, or to move for its recommitment. 

Mr. Foster stated, that one reason for 
the proposed recommitment of this report 
was, that it would in its present form tend 
to affect the corn trade between this part of 
the united kingdom and Ireland.. This 
was a subject which it was understood was 
to form the subject of another committee. 
With respect to the question to be sub- 
mitted to the house to-morrow, of which 
the hon, bart. who spgke last wished to be 
inforfned, ‘he had to mention that it would 


sommitted or not; and from the advanced 
period of the session, it appeared to him 
that such recommital should take place as 
soon as possible, in order that upon the 
consideration of the general question, the 
report upon such recommittal, should be 
laid before the house in due time.—The 
motion was agreed to. 
[Derency or THE Country.]—Mr, 
Ker rose to ask the right bon. the Chancel« 
lor of the Exchequer, whether, as his pro. 
mised motion respecting the defence of the 
country was deferred till ‘Tuesday, upon 
which day an order stood for a committeg 
to consider several petitions relative to the 
Irish linen trade, it was intended that 
his motion should precede that order? 
This question he was induced to put froma 
consideration of the solicitude entertained 
upon the linen business by a vast and res 
spectable number of persons in that coun- 
try to which he belonged, and because, if 
the right hon. gent. meant to submit his 
motion, it must, from its superior import. 
ance, Claim the precedency, and the con- 
sideration of the linen question must ne-. 
cessarily be postponed.—Being on his legs, 
the hon. member said he could not refrain 
from observing upon the conduct of the 
right hon, gent. with respect to his long- 
promised plan of provision for the national 
defence—a plan which above a month since 
the right hon. gent. himself told the house 
that not one moment should be lost in 
bringing it forward, and yet it seemed that 
it was still unprepared, nor was the house 
assured that it would be ready even by 
Tuesday. ‘The late administration, which 
he rejoiced in the recollection of having 
supported, were often charged with tardis 
ness and hesitation, and particularly by 
that right hon. gent. who, in this instance 
was guilty of the fault which he had im- 
puted to his predecessors ; delay, indeci-. 
sion, want of energy and promptitude, ap- 
peared upon this occasion to be peculiarly 
applicable to himself. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer felt that 
it would not be consistent with the order 
of the house, to enter at present into the 
animadversions upon his conduct which 
the hon. gent. had coupled with his ques+ 
tion. With regard to the question put by 
the hon. gent. he should say that it was 
his anxious and earuest wish to bring for- 
ward his motion on Tuesday; and if the 
otber motion was likely to give rise to any 
debate, he should wish his own to come 


be this, whether the report should be re- 


on first.—Adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS...» 
Friday, Janet, 1804. 


_{Mrnvres.}— The Earl of Dorchester 
took the oaths and his seat.—Lord Sheilield 
esented a petition from the ship owners, 
complaining of the suspension of the navi- 
ation act. 


ayed for an inquiry into this subject; and, 
ona fature day, he should moye for an ia- 
vestigation of the complaints of the petition, 
He would only at present say, that the very 
naming of the suspension of the navigation 
laws would be. sufficient to express the im- 
ance of the question le purposed here- 
after to submit tothe house. He was as- 
sured, that their lordships would feel with 
him, that they could: not entertain too great 
a jealonsy and anxiety respecting that which 
formed an important part of the whole 
foundation of our national wealth, prosperity, 
aod power. The petition was ordered to lie 
on the table. Adjourned to Tuesday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
Friday, June 1, 1804. 


_ [Minures.]—Sir J. Newport brought up 
the report of the bill for the relief of the 
poor ideots, &c. in Ireland. Ordered to be 
priated.—Mr, Wilberforce presented a pe- 
tition from the debtors confined in the county 
gaol of York, praying relief. Ordered to 
fe on the table.—Sir J. Anderson brought 
up a bill for establishing a free coal market 
in-the city of London. Read a first time.— 
Mr. Wilberforce brought up the bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade ; which was read 
a first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Thursday next.—The attorney's in- 
demnity bill was read a second time, and 


ordered to be committed on Wednesday. 


[Corn Trave. Biti.]—Sir C. Bunbury 
moved, that the report of the committee on 
thi3 bill should be taken into farther consi- 
deration on Friday next. ; 

_, Mr. Patteson said, that yesterday he had 
understood, by what had fallen from the 
gent. who was chairman of that committee, 
that, instead of any farther postponement, 
‘the intention was to have it recommitted, 

. Colonel Bagwell wished to know whether 
the bill was to extend to the corn trade of 
Ireland ? 

_ Mr. Foster replied, that although it might 
occasion a necessity for some alteration in 
the laws of Ireland, it would have no other 
influence on them, and would certainly 
be no wp injurious to the Irish corn trade, 
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_ |. —After some farther conversation it was re- 
| solved that the farther consideration of the 
report should be postponed till Friday s’en- 

Adjourned to Tuesday: © 


His lordshipsaid, he would not 
then enter into details, because the petition. | 
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night. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Tuesday, June 5, 1804. 


(Mrvures.]—The royal assent'was given 


_ by commission to the volanteer consolidation 


bill, the Scotch excise licence, the Solway 
Frith fishery, the Thames and Medway na- 
vigation, the Pancras~ poor bill, and to four 
private bills. —The Earl of Suffolk presented 
a petition from certain persons confined for 
debt in the county gaol of Carlisle, praying’ 
relief. His lordship took the opportunity of 
making afew observations upon the general 
subject, which he thought one of consider- 
able national importance. ~ In order to bring 
it more fully to the view of the legislature, 
accounts should be made out as far as the 
same was practicable, of the pumber of 
persons confined for ‘debt in the different 
gaols in the kingdom. There were a cons 
siderable number of petitions upon the subs 
ject on the ‘tables of both houses of parlias 
ment, and he wished to know; from any 
noble lord competent to inform him, whe- 
ther it was intended to adopt any measure in 
consequence? He thought some steps ought 
to be taken in the business ; and, in that 
view, he had to lament the ‘absence “of his 
noble friend (Earl: Moira), who could do jus- 
tice to the subject from his extensive ‘infors 
mation thereon, and by the force’ of his €lo« 
quence. He anderstood that a ‘considerable 
part of the number of those confined ‘were 
for small debts ; for debts under tlie afhount 
of 121, There was one principle which 
should be kept in view in all considerations 
of the subject: he understood that by ‘the 
existing law, a person could be held in con® 
finement, notwithstanding he gave up every 
shilling he had, and all his Lite. Aes 
creditor, for the residue which might rethaih 
of the debt. If this was really thé ‘case, 
when bond fide every thing was given up by 
him, the regulation, he thought, militated 
against the painciples of the British consti- 
tution. There was another point connected 
with this consideration: if the creditor was 
enabled to hold the debtor thus in custody, 
he ought, at least, to be compelled to allow 
him a modicum sufficient to support. his 
existence, which the present rate of allow- 
ance was not sufficient to. He also thought, 
that the number of persons confined for 
small debts should be distinctly specified in 


a accounts upon the subject should 
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be laid before parliament. He concluded, 


that the petition do lie upon the table, 


whick was ordered. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Tuesday, June 5, 1804. 


[Muyurss.] -The house was summoned 
to attend at the bar of the House ot Lords 
to hear the royal assent given by commis- 
sion to certain bills. —The Speaker having 


returned, informed the house, that the 


royal assent had been gre? by commis<ion 
to the volunteer consolidation bill, and to 
several other private bills,—The bill for the 
regulation of chimney-sweepers and their 
apprentices was read a second time, and 
referred to a select committee.—The Lon-. 
don coal market bill was also read a second 
time, and referred to a select committee. — 
Mr. Shaw brought in, his bill for the re- 
lief of insolvent debtors. It was read a 
first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time this day se’nnight. — Mr, Sturges 
Bourne brought up the returns of the royal 
army of reserve for England and Wales, as 
also for Ireland. Ordered to be printed.— 
Sir J. Stewart gave notice, that on Friday. 
next he should: present a petition, com. 
plaining of the conduct of one of the judges 
of Ireland. ; 

Force — The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the 
notice he had given, rose to lay before the 
house,: the plan which he had in conrem- 
plation for maintaining a permanent addi- 
tional. force, and addressed the house as 
follows:—In entering upon the subject 
which it is now my duty to bring forward, 
I feel, Sir, a peculiar satisfaction in being 
enabled to state, that the principle of the 
measure which I shall have the honour d 

roposing, seems to be pretty unanimous 

who have hitherto appeared to have turned 
‘their attention most to the military defence 
of the country, but gentlemen on every 
side of the house, have expressed very 
plainly, that itis their clear and decided 
opinion that it is now important and neces- 
sary to devise those means which may be 
the most effectual for increasing, not only 
our internal strength and security, but also 
for considerably augmenting our regular 
army. Itseems to be the unanimous wish 
ef the country that we should have such a 
regular-army as would be sufficient to take 
advantage of any favourable. circumstance 
which might occur in the course of the war, 


‘and which now, and at all times, might - 
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fected with the least 


be sufficient for preserving to the country 
that rank which it has hitherto held among 
the nations of Europe. Being, then, so 
unanimously agreed upon the general prin. 
ciple, we have now only to direct our best: 
efforts to carry it into execution, and to 
consider by what means this necessary aug. 
mentation of our regular army can beefs 
sible inconvenience 
or hardship to individuals, and without 
weakening those measures which have been 
adopted for the internal defence and secu. 
rity of the country. Without entering at 
large into the principle of the measures. 
which have been already adopted for the 
defence of the country, 1 shall observe, 
generally, that the object of the plan which 
propose is, in the tst place, to do aw 
those obstacles which are in the way of the 
recruiting for the regular army, and which, 
in a great measure, owe their birth to that 
competition which now prevails among 
those who recruit for the regular army, 
and those who recruit for a more limited 
description of service, from which compe- 
tition the bounties are now so high. In 
the 2d place, I propose not only to do 
away those obstacles which: now exist to 
the recruiting for the regular army, but to 
create a new additional force, that may be 
a permanent foundation for a regular in. 
crease of our army, And the third object 
is to adopt a mode for creating a force 
which, whilst it will produce the desired 
effect of furnishing recruits for the regular 
army, will also so far partake of the benefits 
of a regular army, as to render our troo 
of the line a more disposeable force for 
military services out of the kingdom, which 
they cannot be, whilst chained down, as at 
resent, for our home defence. What! 
ave further to suggest, may be compre- 
hended under three heads: first, as to the 
amount of the force to be raised ; secondly, 
the description of that force, including its 
limitation of service; and thirdly, the 
mode by which it is proposed to be raised 


and maintained. First, with respect to the 


amount of the force ; and here my object is 
only to propose some new regulations, with 
the view of rendering more productive 
those regulations which the legislature has 


already made. My first proposal is, that, 


in addition to all the force already raised 
by the act of reserve, measures be taken 


to enforce the completion, and make good 


the deficiencies in the amount of the quota 
enjoined to be raised under that act. The 
amount of thisdeficiency may probably be 
between § and 9,000 men. Some difficult 


occurs in ascertaining the exact amount; — 
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relpcing the militia to its ancient establish- 


_no means should be taken to fill up 


. from accounts which have been received, 
that the number of these who have thus. re | Hh 


but by every information and return, I am 
rsuaded it does not exceed 9,000 men, 
y. first object then is, that such deficien 
shall be made good ; and that under a 
regulations as I shall afterwards detail, My 
next proposition is founded on a desire of. 


ment of 40,000 men for England, and 
8,000 for Scotland, exclusive of the sup- 
plementary militia; not that I mean to 
propose any immediate reduction, but 
only to interfere so far as that force is not 
complete. My idea is, that what remains 
due should be raised forthwith, and carried 
to the additional force now proposed to be 
created. I understand there are about 
ooo MeN wanting to complete the estab- 
fiment of the militia of England to the 
number of 60,000, What ] propose is, that 
this deficiency should be raised and trans- 
ferred to the army of reserve. I would 
also propose, with regard to the vacancies 
in the militia, now existing, or that ma 
occur, that instead of their being supplied, 
these 
deficiencies till the scale be reduced to the 
number of 40,000. So, far, then, my plan 
oes to the extent of g,000 men remaining 
to be raised for the army of reserve, and 
7,000 for the militia. My p'an proposes to 
transfer a portion of that force already voted 
to this which is to be raised ; and that this 
force shall be completed, subject, how- 
ever, to achange in the mode of comple- 
ting it. Supposing, then, that we have 
succeeded in raising the whole that is now 
due to these two sorts of force, I wish also 
‘toadd, what was not Seniathed in the ori- 
ginal act of reserve, but Which appears to 
“be necessary in order to render this force 
-available, so as to set the regular army at 
liberty, and to render it a disposeable force, 
and fit to act in a manner suitable to the 
station which this country ought to main- 
tain amongst the powers of Europe. I 
would propose, then, that in proportion as 
any of this force shall enlist into the regu- 
_lar army, whatever be the number of vacan- 
cies thus occasioned, they shall be distribu- 
_ ted in order to their being filled up amongst 
_ the several counties—and by the same quo- 
tas which are already fixed, according to 
the population of the respective counties ; 
_ but with this proviso, that the number thus 
to be raised, shall, in no case, exceed one- 
_ sixth part of the whole of the force so to be 
created. This, I calculate, would produce 
a supply of recruits for the regular army, 
of not less than 12,c00 men, It appears 
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forees, has been about 13,000 men, 
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cruited into the regular army from the other 


It has 
been thus found by experience, that many — 
will afterwards embark in the regular ser- 


vice, after being used to a military life, who 
would not at first engage in any other than 
a limited service. Thus, if, b 
ting what is due to the militia for G. Bri. 


transfer- 


tain (which, if complete, should amount 
to 74,000, this being the number parlia- 
ment has already agreed to raise) to this © 
new-created force, may not a considerable 
number be reasonably expected to accrue 
from thence to out regular army? And 
thus, may not the proposed plan not only 
prove advaniageous, in the first instance, 
to increase our national defence, but also 
be adopted with a view to forming a per- 
manent, and efficacious system, for the re- 
cruiting our regular army? If so, I flatter 
myself that this measure will appear one 
that answers the description I have given 
of it, of being likely to afford an import- 
ant additional” means of augmenting, toa 
considerable extent, the disposeable force 
of the country ?—The other point to which 
{ referred in recommendation of this plan 
is, that of its removing the present existing 
obstacles to the regular mode of recruiting. 
These obstacles are those which arise from 
the competition between the several species 
of force, and from the high bounties which 
are now given to raise men for the army of 
reserve. As long as the system shall be 
allowed to prevail, of calling upon any per- 
son to serve either by himse'f, or by paying 
a heavy fine, as individuals are liable to 
under the existing laws, so long it is im- 
possible to hope during a time of war, to 
reduce the bounties within moderate terms, 
Any person not finding a substitute is liable 
to a fine of 2o0l. and that during every 
succeeding year; the parishes also are 
liable to a fine of 20l. at each quarter ses- 
‘sions till the vacancies shall be supplied. 
The powertul motive thus pressing both 
upon individuals and parishes to free them- 
selves from such a burden induces them to 
offer high bounties to obtain substitutes. [ 
do not mean, however, to call in question 
the original policy of the act of the army of 
reserve, under the existing emergency ; but 
I cannot consider it as one intended for a 
permanent measure. My wish then is, that 
we may possess the advantage resulting from 
the original measure, but that we may guard 
at the same time against the inconventency 
which has beer collaterally introduced. [ 
wish, therefore, to propose a mode of bal- 
| lot less burdensame, by imposing a moderate 
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fine, and excluding those on Whom the bal. 


extraordinary bounties. 


PARL. DEBATES, June 5, 


lot shall fall from every temptation to offer 
But, at the same 
time, my proposal maintains the principle, 
that the person shall either serve or fine. If 
the person declines to. serve, it is proposed 
that the ballot shal] go on; but if no such 
person willing to serve, nor Substitute can 
be found. by the individual, then the parish 
shall be bound to provide, but guarding, at 
the same time, that no higher bounty shall 
be offered than that which is already fixed 
by law. 
on each county for the supply of this force 
shall be in proportion to its population, and 
according to the regulations already framed 


in the acts for raising the miliiia and the 


army of reserve, and that the deputy lieu- 
tenants shall arrange the numbers to be 
raised in each division, But where indivi- 
duals are unwilling to serve personally, then 
the parishes shall be obliged to raise the spe- 
cified number. I mean to suggest, that the 
means of recruiting be referred to the parish 
officers, to those who may be supposed to 
have acquaintance, and a degree of influ- 
ence in their respective parishes;, and I 
would propose that in the event of indivi- 
duals being fined, such parishes shall incur 
no pecuniary burden whatever, and I wish 
this fine not to be considered in the nature 


of a tax, as itis called for only as the price 


of service, Itis by no means my desire to 
convert this inaptitude for service into any 
medium of taxation, nor to call for public 
contributions. Therefore, if persons, in 
their respective parishes, can be induced, 
throughout every part of the kingdom, to in- 
fluence their neighbours to come forward, I 
consider that it ought to lie with the state to 
find the means of paying the men thus to be 
brought forward, and that the receiver gene- 
ral of the land tax be empowered to advance 
the money. It is only in the event of de- 
fault, and the parish not finding recruits in 
proportion to its population, that I propose 
the fine shall fall upon it; but at the same 
time, that the certain and moderate fine 


I propose that the call to be made. 
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‘will be gained without any sacrifice of the 
other means of general recruiting, either of 
those now in use, or which may hereafter 
be adopted. The benefit accruing from this 
measure may be fully expected to result 
from it,’ whilst we are assured that the 
bounties to be granted will not be’ so large 
as those given to recruits for the regular 
army. I confess, therefore, that I feel san. 
guine in my expectation that the general 
outline of this measure must receive the ge. 
neral approbation of all who are anxious (6 
improve our means for establishing and in. 


creasing our regular army, and must’ parti. 


cularly meet with the approbation of every 
gent. who is convinced that it is needful 
that the obstacles to the recuruiting service 
ought:to be removed, or at least diminished, 
This plan furnishes a considerable prospect 
of increasing the army, and at the same time 
of diminishing the hardships which the 
country has already suffered from the pre- 
sent method of recruiting. At all events, 
the trial ought, in my opinion, at least to 
be made, because it can be done without 
hazard to any other system, on which, J am 
apprehensive, we must exclusively rely, if 
this plan be not adopted. I have no doubt, 
but that by rigidly enforcing the provisions 
of the army of reserve, an addition might be 
raised; at the same time, I believe, that the 
measure I wish now to propose is as likely 
to be effectual, and with less hasardship, 
whilst it appears to me better calculated to 
increase our. regular army, and remove those 
heavy fines, high bounties, and other incon. 
veniencies, which result from the present 
system of recrfiting. 3dly, If, however, 


the case should happen, that the parishes — 


should not be able, with the bounty found 
them by govt., to raise their proportion of 
men, the next question will be, how is the 
quota to be supplied? I propose that, in 
this case, the commanding officer of the dis- 
trict shall be empowered to raise the defici- 
encies, by means of regular recruiting, and 
that he shall pay the same bounty to the 
men thus raised as the parishes were to have 


eos 


which they shall be required to pay shall be 
carried to the general recruiting fund. The 
_effect.of this measure, I think, will be to 


done, but less than what is allowed to re- 
cruits for the regular army. In this case, I 
think it is probable that, in large manufac- 


afford a stropg inducement to parishes to 
procure men, if men can be found; and 
there can be no doubt in my mind, that the 


turing towns, there may be found a num- 
ber of persons willing to enlist for a limited 


service, and who may be afterwards induced 


- local. acquaintance, the exertions, and in- 
fluence, which parish officers may be sup- 
- posed to.have, will.be found a much better 
means of producing the force wanted, than | 
_ a general,..loose system of recruiting. Add 
to which, that’ whatever be the advantage 
gained by the method now suggested, it 


_ to go into the regular army. As this part of 
_the recruiting service will be under the di- 
rection of the officers of the army, with the 
bounty fixed, and less than that allowed for 
recruiting the regular army, it cannot in- 
duce persons to enter into this species of 


‘force, who inight therwise be ‘disposed 
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déter the regular army ; but it may induce 
persons to enter, in the first instance, fora 
limited service, who, after being accustom- 
edtothe habit of a military life, may after- 
wards feel disposed to volunteer into the re- 
gular forces. Thus, this part of the plan 
foposes one great advantage; whilst, if it 
should fail, it can produce no disadvantage. 
I think that my plan will afford a consider- 
able alleviation to the hardships which the 
country has suffered since the war ; that it 
will render the call effectual, which has .been 
already made apon the country; and, at 
the same time, that it will enforce the mea- 
sures already adopted, but by modes more 
clement than those before thought of. With 
respect to those parts of the country which 
have become liable to heavy fines for not 
having made good the entire complement: of 
men required of them, it is to be considered 
that, as the law now stands, every parish is 
liable to be assessed for every quarter of a 
year; and, for every man that is found de- 
ficient, to saffer those penalties to be ex- 
acted, and judgments inflicted, I. think 
would be an act of considerable severity ; 
at the same time, it will be more cheerfally 
submitted to, if it be stated that they may free 
themselves from these fines, by raising the 
men required according to my plan. I think 
that where there is an accumulation of fines, 
and these fines not enforced when they took 
place, it would be unfair on the part of the 
public to enforce them, if it be found that 
there is any difficulty in the act for enfore- 
ing the payment of them as soon as they 
become due. But it appears, that in the 
practical execution of the act, various diffi- 
culties have occurred in the way of enforc- 
ing the penalties. The commanding officer 
has been unable to make out the necessary 
certificates in time to shew the justices at 
their quarter sessions. Therefore we are 
not to wonder, nor be discouraged, if the 
act should not have reached its full effect. 
And when it is considered, that since the 
war, we have had to raise both the army of 
teserve, and also to make a considerable in- 
crease to the militia, no argument can be 
brought to prove that a more successful call 
may not be made upon those parts of the 
country that have hitherto been found defi- 
cient, and that, by measures less oppressive, 
and at the same time more calculated for 
giving it effect in asummary, expeditious, 
and effective manner.—I have now farther 
to propose, that the forces to be raised be 
' subject to the same limitation of service ‘as 
‘the army of reserve is, namely, for five 
years, or during the continuance of the 
“war, aud for six months after the termination 
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of it; and that, whilst» they continue in . 
corps of such a description, they shall not 
be liable to be called out for foreign ser-— 
vice. Then, as.to the manner of arranging 
this force, nothing appears to me better cal- 
culated to render it serviceable, as a medium 
of recruiting for the regular army, than the 
plan of annexing the whole of it, in the 
form of second battalions, tothe regular army. 
The house, Sir, are, I am persuaded, suffi- 
ciently aware of the sort of connexion that 
must be formed between the two battalions 
attached to each other in the manner I pro- 
pose. The promotion of officers must, of 
course, be reciprocal and indiscriminate. 
The consequence of this will be, that a con- 
stant interchange between the two batta- 
lions will be taking place. The officer in the 
second battalion, while he is employing ‘his 
labour to complete bis men in discipline, 
thinks that he-may soon meet them in ano- — 
ther situation, and reap the reward of his 
labour by leading them with honoor against 
the enemy. The: soldiers, on the other 
hand, are animated to the discharge of their 
duty by this reciprocity of services. They 
cannot hope to escape from their present 
commanders, who, perhaps, may have been 
the witnesses of their negligence, their care- 
lessness, or their want of spirit. They have 
before them the prospect of being under the. 
command of the same officers, under other 
circumstances, and, therefore, they are anx* 
ions to avoid that sort of unmilitary or cri- 
minal conduct which .may subject them to 
the censure of their officers, or expose them 
to the contempt of their fellow soldiers, It 
is to be recollected, too, Sir, that a certain 
degree of affection and attachment must 
arise out of the system which lam now en- 
deavouring torecommend, It is in the very 
nature of things, that the intercourse aris- 
ing out of such aconnexion must be followed 
by attachment. The interchange of habits 
must beget some degree of affection.. A 
kind of family feeling must be created in the 
whole body. We have seen that: out of 
30,000 men raised last year, 10,000 were 
induced to join the regular army, though 
scattered and disjointed over the whole mass 
of the regular troops in this'country. How 
much more powerful, Sir, must such a feel- 
ing be, when the connexion between first 
and second battalions is so close and ani- 
mating as that which I have now described ? 
In the one case there was no previous tie of 
attachment. In the other, there will be-all 
the influence of known habits, feelings, and 
manners.-—The plan which, with the leave 
of the: house, I wish, Sir, to submit to their 
considerat.on, will, I trust, appear to-have 
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this additional advantage, that whilst it fur- 
nishes the means of recruiting the regular 
army, it will also render your internal force 
more complete, respectable, and capable of 
answering the end in view—the defence of 
the country. Here then it stands recom- 
mended, on the ground of its being the best 
in point of economy and national policy, for 

it will improve the quality of your internal 
force, and make one man equal to what two 
were before. This plan has the farther ef- 
fect of rendering your regular army much 
more capable of being a disposable force 

“than what it would otherwise be, whilst we 
should have to depend, not only upon the 
nembers, but on the quality of our troops. 
= Whatever aid we may justly expect to de- 
rive ftom the various species of our present 
existing internal force, and from none more 
than from the numerous and highly respect- 
able body of volunteers ; yet it is agreed, on 
all hands, that it would not be sate to trust 
the defence of the country entirely to those, 
who. whatever loyalty and zeal they have 
discovered, and even training they have had, 

_ yet have never-had an opportunity of seeing 
actual service, and whoagree in thinking, 
that some portion of experience, and prime 
military service, are necessary to give effect 
to their laudable exertions. But adopt the 
plan, which, with the leave of the house, 1 


mean to bring forward, .and you will not- 


then be under the necessity of chaining 
down any great part of the regular army.— 
The explanation which I have now given to 
the house, nearly comprchends aJl that ap- 
pears necessary for me to say at present, by 
way of the first developement of my pro- 
posed plan. for the better defence of the 
country. My object then is to reduce the 


militia, which now consists of 74,0CO men, 


to its former establishment; and the new 
force about to be created, will be a most im- 
portant accession to the country, and will 
_ become a great source for the recruiting ser- 
-vice. It will also have the effect of render- 


‘ing the army completely disposable; nor | 


cao it obstruct any improvements which 
may be thought necessary in our military 
establishment. Now, as to the proposition 
with respect to the ballot, the only way in 
which it is to be restrained, is, that it may 
give us the chance of having the personal 
_ service of the individual to be ballotted for ; 


gad who, if drawn, may consent to take 


the bounty and enter into the service. And 
_ if he does not enter, he will have but a mo- 
_derate fine to pay.: 1 am very confident, 
. Sw, that this part of the plan will have the 
- effect of procuring a great many. men on 
moderate bounties, by making it the interest 
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of men drawn by ballot to enter. At least 
there can be very little doubt but that a great 
many more of them will enter than those 
who have hitherto entered. I very lately 


had the means of seeing an account of the 


number of those ballotted men who came 


personally to serve io the force I am speak. . 


ing of; and I can assure the house that, out 
of 30,000, the number of those in Great 
Britain is not more than 2 or 3000; a num. 
ber so trifling, that every body must fee] 
how little benefit was likely to be derived 
from the ballot, as it has hither:o been con. 
stiiuted, Besides many. inconveniences 
arose from that mode of ballot. Some per- 
sons who were drawn, could not pay the 
fine ; others had subscribed sums of moncy 
to ensure themselves against being drawn, 
The whole sum was sometimes given to the 
man on whom the lot fell, who then either 
found a substitute, or served in person, 
Here no such inconvenience will result, but 
the effect of the ballot will be much more 
productive. With all the defects, the ex. 
penses, and the inconveniences of the sys- 
tem I am speaking of, I would still be ready 
to recommend it to the house, if I thought 
it was material towards raising men for the 
public service. -But when [ see the ef- 
fect it has produced, and when I know how 


few men, out of those drawn by ballot, ene 


tered, I have no hesitation in saying, that. I 
gladly avail myself of such a plan as may re- 
lieve the individual from great hardship; I 
therefore think myself justified in proposing 
the present plan. It is my intention, there- 


_ fore, to move for leave to bring in a bill to 


carry it into effect. If the house will per- 
mit the bill to be brought in, I will move to 
have it printed for the use of the members 
of the house, and fix on some convenjent 
day, suppose Friday next, for taking it into 
consideration; and, in the course of next 
week, the house may enter into the details 
of the measure. I do not wish to do any 
thing more at present than to state to the 
house those points in which the plan I have 


_now stated, differs from the ideas I threw 


out some time ago upon the subject. There 
are some other circumstances, connected 
with our military system, on which I wilt 
take another opportunity shortly to address 
the house. I mean to bring forward some 
regulations with respect to the state of the 
army in general. I intend also to bring the 
subject of the volunteers before the consider- 
ation of the house, and to call its attention 


to that part of the general defence act which 
| elates to the enrolment by classes. But as 


none of those points are connected with the 


present plan I am about to offer, 1 shall for 
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‘ the present confine myself to this plan alone. 


I therefore move, “ That leave be given to 
bring in a bill for establishing and maintain- 
jng a permanent Additional Force for the 
defence of the realm, and for supplying his 
Majesty's regular forees, and for the gra- 
dual reduction of the militia of G. Britain.” 
Mr. Windham rose, and spoke to the, fol - 
lowing effect.—I perfectly corcur with the 
ideas of my right hon. friend, so far as they 
regard the necessity of increasing our regular 
army, bat I cannot help thinking, that the 
means which he proposes for that purpose, are 
very fat from being likely to prove effectual. 
His plan, in this respect, resembles too closely 


‘the measures which have been pursued for 


some time past in this country. In many 
respects I confess that it differs from, and is 
much superior to, that hitherto acted upon. 
It is, notwithstanding, liable to considerable 
objections. Upon subjects of this kind no- 
thing is more patural than that there should 
be differences of opinion. The plan pro- 
posed this evening is very different from that 
which was announced by my right hon. 
friend some time since. This serves to shew, 
that even within a short space of time my 
right hon. friend himself has changed his 
mind upon the nature of his own project ; 
and unless he can change his mind still fur- 


' ther upon this question, I can hardly flatter 


myself that I shall be able to support him. 
Indeed, I much fear that our sentiments 
are fundamentally different, and that I must 
be one of those who will be compelled to 


‘gesist the project which he has to offer. 


What the points are on which I must oppose 
it I may more particularly explain upon a 


future occasion. At present I shall only. 


state, and with as much brevity as I can, the 
general fundamental principles which urge 
me to refuse my concurrence to some parts 
of this proposition. I say some, because 
there are many parts which to resist would 
be to resist myself—would be inconsistent 
with the sentiments I have repeatedly deli- 
livered in this house, and which I hold at 
resent. I mean that particularly which re- 
es to the reduction of the militia. This 

is an idea which I threw out Jong since, and 
which I must be proud to find seconded by 
the authority and talents of my right hon. 
friend. Although it must be recollected, 
that when first mentioned it was very much 
censured, yet now it appears to be generally 
recognised as a wise and eligible expedient. 
Another point of the plan of which 1 
approve is, the rejection of the principle 


of substitution. I should have been very 
2 to have got rid of this principle upon 


cofidition of commuting service for a 
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fixed fine; in which way certainly the evils 


of exhorbitant bomnties would have been 
avoided: but Iam niwch better satisfied to 
have compulsory service put an end to al- 
together. Both of these alterations there- 
fore, namely, the reduction in the amount 
of the militia,‘and the abolition of com- 
pulsory service, I heartily approve of, and 
either expressly or by implication have long 
since recommended. 1 am also happy to un- 
derstand, from my right hon. friend at the 
close of his speech, that it 1s his intention to 
bring forward a motion for a change io the 
condition of service in our regular army, by 
which I conceive him to mean, that men 


shall be enlisted for a certain term of years - 


in lieu of the present custom. This, I think, 
and kave always thought,.a thing so de- 
sirable, that it was my determination, if it 
had not been taken up by any other mem- 
ber, to submit the question to the consider- 
ation of this house. 1 am glad to find 
that the idea seems to be adopted by an 
hon. gent. who is so capable, from: his’ si- 
tuation and ability, of carrying it into ef- 
fect.—Having stated those parts of my right 
hon. friend's intentions of which I approve, 
] now come to thé less pleasant part of my 
duty, that of stating the points of which I 
disapprove. In the whole of the proposed 
proceeding for raising men, there is in- 
troduced an injudicious mixture of the vo- 


luatary and the compulsory, of which the — 


latter strikes me to be much too strong, 


This was one motive of my resistance to the. 


army of reserve bill, the principle of which 
is preserved in the plan under discussion ; 
and I remember, that in the course of the 


arguments offered in favour of that bill, the - 


principal ground relied upon by its advocates 
was, that it would go to raise a body within 
a short time more effectually than could be 
done by any other method. This argument, 
as to expedition, which was founded on the 
circumstances-of the moment, and which was 
made to overcome every consideration of 
future advantage, cannot be used with 
any effect now. We now find ourselves in 
a state, in which what is called present 
emergency, can no longer operate to ree 
move from our minds what is due to the 
consideration of consequences which may 
take place at subsequent periods. We ate not 
now called upon to consult for the present 
only. Weare at least in circumstances ja 
which we havea little pause and breathing- 


‘time to consider what is g6od for the country 


permanently, as well as for the preserit mo- 


ment. If we'were not, the plan proposed — 


by my right hon. friend, must be given up 


altogether, for with @ view to present 
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defence) it does not promise to effect any 
_ thing. On the other hand, its provisions 
are, as.1 before observed, in a very. consi- 
derable degree compulsory, . If the danger 
16 be guarded. against were imminent, and 
that a levy were necessary immediately, un- 
questionably a compulsory proceeding to ob- 
tain that levy might be the most effectual, 
Measures of that sort are undoubtedly in their 
own nature the speediest and. most certain 


PARL, DEBATES, Jung 5, 1804,—Additional: Force Bille 


in their operation: Nothing seems to be. so. 


sure, and direct in.a case, where men are 
wanted,..as to pass.a law, by which men 
shall, be forcibly taken. But here cate is 
necessary, to consider the nature and consti- 
tution of the country in which such. powers 
are to be exercised. What is good for Rus- 
sia or, Prussia may not be good for Great- 
Britain. isnot that the power.of enacting 
suchlaws is wanting. in Great-Britain. In 
every country, free or otherwise, there is a 
power that is supreme; and that supreme 
power must, by the: very. description and 
name of it, be capable of enacting what- 
ever laws, it pleases. Whatever the King 
does in Prussia, or the Emperor in Russia, 
or the Grand Turk in Constantinople, or, 
what is still more, the Emperor of the Gauls 
in France, that may the, King, Lords, and 
Commons, legally enact in Great-Britain, 
But the question then comes not merely as 
to the propriety of such enactments, but.as 
to the,means, of carrying them into execu- 
tion, and according to those means will be 


the advantage that is to. be expected from | 


the measure. Ina free country, therefore, 


in a country like this, where nothing is to 


be done but by regular authority, where 
every thing must be conducted according to 
law and even according to usage, where 


there must be aconstant regard, not only to 
men’s rights, but even to their feelings, mea- 
. sures of compulsion will often fail of their 


effect, and show themselves to be ill-chosen, 


when the same measures, in countries of a 


different description, would be confessedly the 


most advantageous and judicious. Where 
the constitution of things is such, that the 
er of the state'can go straight to its ob- 
jects, where the sovereign, as in Russia, or 
as in old times in this country, can call upon 
is great lords, and they again can call upon 

their vassals; where, as in Prussia possibly, he 
caq-send forth. his recruiters, and with little 
ceremony take, whatever men are fitted to 
the there compulsory measures, as 


y are unquestionably the most simple, 


ey probably are the most certain and effica- 
scious + may possibly be the 
case, where they-are to with all 


sthe restrictions, exceptions, provisos. and mo- 


i 


| 


difications, which must be charged upon 
them in this countrys’ In such a compli. 
cated system of movements, half the power 
of the machine is lost.in overcoming the 
friction.— These .are the reasons why we 
must not conclude that a measure which ig 
good in-one country. mast be equally, or 
proportionably, so.in another. A country 
and constitution like this is not good for 
measures.of this description. Our compul- 
sion is not good compulsion. 1t has not the 
strength aod flavour of that which is the 
growth of more congenial climes. It woul 
not follow necessarily, even if it had, that 
it would be equally beneficial with us as jn 
other places. Inquiry must always be made, 
agreeably to what is the fact in the present 
instance, how the compulsory measure. is 
likely to operate'on measures of voluntary 
exertion that are to be. going forward at the 
same time. Inquiry must likewise be made 
whether the voluntary measures will not rene 
der.the compulsory unnecessary ; for nobo, 
dy, I suppose, wishes, to have recourse to 
compulsory measures if you can do without 
them.—In the present instance, it happens 
both. that the compulsory part, as there is all 
reason. to think, is unnecessary, the volun- 
tary being, sufficient without it; and that 
the voluntary will not be able to do its wor 
if the other is persisted in. , All the parishes 
are to be.called upon for a certain number 
of. men, to enforce their production « 
which (so much is their inclination deubted) 
a fine! is to be levied upon such as fail to 
furnish their complement within a certaia 
time. It is understood also, that the militia 
is to be suffered gradually to waste itself to 
a certain number, and that this difference is 
to be made good by men raised, in succession, 
in the way proposed, and who are to be trans- 
ferred to this new army of reserve ; so that 
for the regular army, which is professed:to 
be, the maio object in view, the stock whieh 
will be left for direct recruitiog, will be those 
who remain after deducting the amount of 
the. present militia, A hope, however, is 
entertained (and this is the great strength of 


the measure) that men when once detached 


from. their original habits, and engaged in 
military life, will enlist in great numbers 
from. the force thus to be created. The 


fallacy of the arguments which make the 


foundation of this hope is obvious, for it 
May quite as well happen, that after men 
have so far caught the military spirit, (or 
rather so far lost the civil one) as to resolve 
to continue soldiers, they should remain in 
the corps from whieh they derived this feel- 
ing, and continue on the home service, a8 


that they: should enlist into regiments det- 
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tined to serve abroad. If, however, some 
men should so enter, as it is to be presumed 
that many will, there is no reason to expect 
the number to be greater than will be neces- 

ry to compensate those, who having ori- 
ginally been disposed to a military life, and 

ing persons who, if no such limited force 
i offered, would have engaged for ge- 
neral service, will now be satisfied with the 
experiment they have made, will have sown 


‘ their wild oats, aod either return to their 


former employments, or, at least, continue 
jo that species of service in which they find 
themselves placed, Iam not an advocate, 
therefore, for providing in greater abundance 
such species of force, 1 do not want to 
moltiply the opportunities by which men, 
having a military taro and disposed to be- 
take themselves to a soldier's life, may be 
drawn into services in which that propensity 
will be. only half-iodulged, and in which, 
in quite as small a proportion, the public ser- 
vice will be promoted. I have the strongest 


objections to this new-fangled scheme of di-_ 


viding our public force into two parts —of 
ctippliag that part which is disposable, and 
increasing that which is not, in the ill- 
grounded hope of providing, through the 
latter, an augmentation for the former. This 
is the modern, indirect, circuiteus, and fal- 
lacious mode of recruiting the army,—It 
appears now, that the propriety of aban- 
doning the balloting system is admitted, 
and, in lieu of a ballot, my honourable 
friend proposes to raise men ia another 


way; he means to commit the recruit-— 


ing to parish officers. I will not say that 
this is not. an improvement compared to 
the mode pursued of late, which, besides 
being so grievously oppressive to individuals, 
interfered so materially with the ‘supply of 


the regular army by high bounties, xc. ; | 
but yet I would not be understood to believe , 
that the plan before the house, will not 


operate considerably in the same way. For 
although the amount of bonniy to be paid 
by the parish officers is limited in form, we 
can have no security that that bounty will 
not be generally exceeded, ‘Those officers 
could have no particular motive for econo- 
my, and they must have a strong wish to 
save their parishes from the proposed fine. 
This wish will naturally render them anxious 
to procure men, and ready, if necessary, to 
From this, all 
¢ evils complained of under the army of 


reserve act respecting high bounties are, in 


their degrees, likely to recur; for no sum 
short of the fine will of course be scrupled, so 


as.to avoid the penalty, by raising the com-— 
“plement of men. Some parishes may, from 


‘Vox, II. 
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pride, even exceed the fine in the allowance 


of bounty, rather than not bring forward 


their quota.—A_ great deal has been said, 
now and upon former occasions, about the 
hopes to be formed from individual exer- 
tion; but this appears to me to be alto- 
gether imaginary, Nothing can be conceived 
more helpless than an unfortunate country 
man, who, in the midst of his day’s work, 
or at his return home tired in the evening, © 
is told that a ballot has taken place, and 
that he is one of the.uolacky number upon 
whom the Jot has fallen. If he does not 
happen to be insured, by being a member 
of an association club, he is as much struck 
down by the news, as he would by a 
stroke of the apoplexy. His first resource is 
probably to vent his complaints among his 
neighbours: but finding that this is bat of 
little avail, and being told by some one of a 
substitute that has been heard of in a parish 
not tar distant, he sets out on his mission, 
roaming about, like David Simple, looking 
for a true friend. . In this. way. he wanders 
on, from house to house, and from village ta 
viliage, spending his money, losing his time, 
tiring his horse, (of bis neighbour's horse, 
as the case may be) filling the alehouses 
‘with his complaints, but helping to empty 
them of their’ beer, till good fortune or 
good advice directs him to one of those ob- 
noxious, but, in these cases, necessary per- 
sonages, calied a crimp. There, at least, 
his labour ends; and, by the help of some 
AO or 50 guineas, he is enabled to procure a 
recruit for the service, and an exemption for 
himself; at least, until the recruit shall 
happen to ron away. The same thing, with 
circumstances in a slight degree varying, 
must happen in the case of the parish officers. — 
What means upon earth have the parish 
officers to get men but those which they 
ought not to have? This measure, therefore, 
which among its other ‘professions professes 
to abolish crimping, will go, if I am not 
mistaken, to extend and establish that sys- © 
tem. I may almost say, it is to be hoped 
that it will: fir ifthe parish officers do not 
supply themselves in that way, it is to be 
feared that they must have recourse to more 
exceptionable methods. What is the descrip- 
tian of persons to whom they will first apply ? 
and what will be the sitaation of any of those 
persons should the application not be suc- 
cessful ? A man dependent on the parish, or 
in a situation of life to be charged with petty 
offences, will not fare, it is to be appre- 
hended, very well, should the officers and 
principal proprietors of the parish have 
deemed him a fit person to serve his Majes- 
ya and he by chance not be disposed to cun- 
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cur in that opinion. Let him take care 
how he applies, on his own account, or that 
of any of his family, for parish relief: how 
he is seen after du-k stepping aside from the 
foot path, near any of his worship’s planta- 
tions. Without saying to what degree these 
will be abused, it is to 

now that the bill bolds out the strongest 
temptation to such abuse ; nay, that its very 
hopes of success seem to be founded on that 
supposition : for if the parish officers are not 
to avail themselves of the powers which their 
office gives them, what advantages, I must 
again ask, have they for recruiting beyond 
what are possessed by all other men? For 
what ptirpose then, it is to be inquired, 
are these consequences incurred? For 
increasing the regular army? Not a man 
in the first instance is obtained for the 
regular army. ~All these compulsory means 
produce nothing ‘but soldiers for home 
service. To engage them afterwards for 
more vaiuable service, we depend on the 
operation of bounties. Our forcing pumps 
will carry the water only to reservoirs of a 
certain height: from thence it must be re- 
moved, to the level at which it is wanted, 
by machinery of another kind.—The idea 
comes then to be considered, founded on the 
supposition that a force of this limited na- 
ture is to exist and to be made the instru- 
ment of recruiting the regular army,—of 
attaching particular regiments of one service 
to particular regiments of the other, so as 
to give to each regiment of the line a pe- 
culiar and appropriate source of recruiting, 
in the battalion of the army of reserve that 
is attached toit. From this arrangement 
great advantages are expected, such as we 
have heard set forth with all the embellish- 
_ ments of my hon. friend’s eloquence, It is 
the great foundation on which our hopes of 
giving effect to the plan of a stationary force 
as a means of recruiting the regular army, 
are made to rest. But of this arrangement 
it must be observed, that while it affects by 
its form to be something positive, and to 
confer powers not before possessed, it is in 
truth nothing but restriction and prohibition, 

rinciples merely negative, and by which, 
in the first instance, powers must always be 
taken away instead of being given. When you 
say that al] who shall enlist from the army of 
reserve shall enter severally into such and such 
Tégiments, it is the same as to say, that they 
shall «nier into no other,—a regulation of 
which the prohibitory part is far more ex- 
tensive than the enacting, and which, in 
the first instance, therefore, is calculated ra- 
’ ther to diminish the numbers of those who 


may enter than to'increase them, ‘There is 
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little doubt that such will be its final effeg¢ 
By establishing that connexion which thig 
plan has in view, such a provincial chatacte 
may, it is possible, be imprinted Upon cep 
tain corps, as may create motives for enter: 


"ing into the service which would not other. 


wise exist, and by which men will be gaineq 
who would otherwise remain in the home 
battalions, or would not enter the service 
at all. But against this must be set, the 
chance that this provincial character will 
innumerable instances never be established; 
and that when it is, it will not by any means 
produce effects, equal to the disadvantage 
of the restriction, by which alone it can be 
brought about. To make a corps provincial, 
you must secure to it exclusively the re. 
cruiting of the corresponding battalion ; jn 
other words, you must deny to the menof 
that battalion, the privilege of chusing the 
corps into which they would wish to enter, 
When you have done all this, such may be, 
from various causes, the necessity of supply. 
ing this corps from other quarters, of mak: 
ing good its losses by other means than 
those of its own recruiting fond, that its 
provincial character may be wholly lost, or, 
at least, but very imperfectly traced: and 
after all it is to be considered what this cha- 
racter will do, estimating its effects accord: 
ing to the present state of society, and the 
motives which in general influence thov 
who enter the army as soldiers. The bond 
of local or county connexion is far less strong 
than it was in this country 40 or 50 years 
ago. A thousand motives will operate with 
men in the choice of a regiment more 
powerful than their attachment to the name 
of their county, or even than their desire 
of finding in the regiment those provincial 
propertics which it may really possess, A 
man would be disposed to enter, but that 
the regiment to which he must now be con 
fined is abroad, and he wants to stay at 
home; or is at home, and he is desirous of 
seeing the world or has an ardour for set- 
vice, and would wish to go abroad. The 
regiment is in Canada or Nova Scotia, and 
he wishes to go to Gibraltar; is in a hot 


' country, and he wishes for a cold one, or 


vice vers@, For county connexion he cares 
nothing, having left the county when he 
was a boy; but by entering with the te 
cruiting party now in town, he shall go 
where he may hope to see again his old 
sweetheart, Bet such-a-one, or be in a corps 
with the comrade, with whom he worked 
in London, who is now a serjeant, and may 


have the means, perchance, of making him 


a corporal, Such are the motives that dic- 
tate the choice of particular regiments among 
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)Moting it. 
‘that my opinion has always been, however 
: paradoxical it may appear, that to put a na- 
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rivate soldiers ; and, so far as they operate, 
this regulation will prove injurious, It will 
rové injurious, too, in the case of an- 
other class of men, be they more or less 
numerous, those whom my righi hon, friend 
has particularly dwelt on, with a view to the 
discipline which he hopes to establish ia 
these second battalions. If, says he, a man 
py idleness or misconduct should incur the 
displeasure of his officers, he cannot hope 
to escape them or to secure impunity, by 
enlisting into the regular army, He will go 
jnto a corps where his character will be sure 
toaccompany him, and where he will meet, 
or be followed by, those very officers to whom 
his good or ill condact will be Knowo. It 


js amazing that my right hon, friend did not 


see, that this was a reason why he would 
pot go into the corps at all, and not being 
at liberty to take any other, would remain 
to the end of his term where he was. In 
this instance therefore at least, the regu- 
Jation in question wiil not do much: what- 
ever advantages it may have with respect to 
discipline, it will not advances much the re- 
cruiting for the regular army. I see on the 
whole nothing in this plan, for which so 
many fair promises lave been made, that is 
likely to have any other effect than to pro- 
duce a large stationary force to be confined 
tothis country. With respect to expense, 
tonsidering that the measure does, in the 
first instance, fix the rate of bounty higher 
than bas ever yet been known as paid by 
government, that the parishes will not be 
restrained within the rate so fixed, and that, 
whatever is ultimately given by the parishes, 
more must of necessity be given to men 
entering for general service, it will be im- 
possible not to see, that in this view also, 


‘the measure must produce effects the most 
iojurious, and that it holds a distinguished 


place in that system, which in less thao 
forty years bas raised the price of a recrait in 
this country from a guinea, to the enormous 
amount at which we now see it. Such have 


-been the glorious fruits of a system of 
balloting followed up by the principle of 
“commuting personal 


serviee for service 


by substitute !— Much has been said by 


‘my tight honourable friend and others of 
ithe influence of a general military spirit 


in the country, and the propriety of pro- 
Upon this point I must say, 


tion in a state ia which every man was a 


‘Soldier, was not the way to make a military 
‘ation, or to carry the military strength of | 


@ county to its greatest height. A country 


ia which every man is a soldier, is a country 


PARL. DEBATES, June 5, 1804.—Additional Force Bill, 


(502 


in which no man is a soldier. A system, 
such as is now proposed, would rather serve 
to damp and deaden than to encourage and 
animate the military spirit. It is a great 
mistake to suppose, that the military spirit 
of a country is cherished and kept alive by 
those only who appear in the military clta- 
racter themselves. The wn-military part 
of the community contribute quite as 
much to this, and in a manner hardly less 
direct. They are the spectators or audience, 
without whom the piece would no more be 
performed than it would without the actors, 
We need go no further for a proof of this, 
than to inquire what the influence is, in 
promoting the military spirit, of that half of 
the community, which certainly takes no part 
in the service, vamely, the women. In 
France formerly, a man would hardiy have 
been spoken to, in the female world, who, 
not being engaged by some other profes- 
sion, had passed his youth without ser- 
vice in the army. What more was neces- 
sary? A couatry in that state is a military 
country, let its miliiary establishments be 
what they may: And the fact, in this in- 
stance, perfecily corresponds with the theo- 
ry ; for if we look round the world, it will 
be found that the military countries are not 
those in which, by ‘the constiiution, every 
man is enrolled a3 a soldier; but the con- 
trary, France, the most military country, | 
has nothing but its army. Prussia, Russia, 
Austria, in like manner. Even Switzer- 
land, if it may be considered as military, 
Was not so in virtue of its militia, bat in 
consequence of the number of its inhabi- 
tants, who had served in foreign armies. 
On the other hand, in America, and in the 
little state of Geneva, if that may be rec- 
koned, though neither certainly were cone 
sidered as military states, every man was in 
some way or other a soldier, ‘The reason of 
this is not difficult to be traced, and may be 
considered as two-fold: Ist. states not much 
engaged in wars, and with whom, there- 
fore, on this very account, the military spi- 
rit is not likely toran high, will resort to 
the system of militia, town guards, provincial 
enrolments, and other establishments of that 
sort, in which numbers are to make up for 
quality; and 2dly, the very existence of 
such establishments, instead of exalting, will 
_tend to abate whatever military feeling there 


might otherwise be. It can never be of ad- 


vantage to that feeling to familiarize men to 

the contemplation of soldiers separated from 

those conditions which mitke the character 

respectable, An army. merely defensive, 

and that can from the nature of it but rarely 

see danger, is deprived at the outset of that 
1i2 
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which forms the real and vital principle of 
those sentiments which the military character 
is calculated to iuspire. It will, moreover, 
rarely be found to be a good army. Yet, upon 
these all the military distinctions, insignia, 
aud decorations, are lavished in as great 
profusion, as upon troops in which the mili- 
tary character is complete. We may see 
how the fact is in that respect at the pre- 
sent moment in our own country, but we 
do not seem to be at all sensible of what are 
likely to be the effects. The volunteers 
have cloaths as fine, feathers as high, music 
of as martial a character, decorations of all 
sorts as captivating an1 imposing as those of 
the regular troops. If we continue to pur- 
sue this course, diffusing this lustre of mili- 
tary distinctions on that which is not military, 
_ 4nd obscuring and eclipsing the regular army, 
there is danger, that the real military cha- 
racter may not only beenfeebled but destroyed. 
If: you will resort to a contrary cotirse, the 
true military spirit may again revive, and 
operating generally and powerfully, like the 
air we breathe, resume before long its pro- 
per influence, and produce its natural ef- 
fects. If, in thus objecting to the plans 
submitted by my right hon. friend and 
others, I should be asked, whether I had 
any plan of my own to propose, I should 
answer, none; nor do I think any necessary. 
The only change I desire at present, is, to 
abolish the plans lately adopted, and, in the 
system of the army, to enlist men for a cer- 
tain term of. years, instead of the practice 
which now prevails of enlisting men for life. 
Let things, in other respects, go on as for- 
merly, and there will not, [ apprehend, be 
any reason to complain. I cannot see why 
all the machinery of law should be set to 
‘work upon our established military system. 
My only wish is to have it released from 
that machinery—to have all the obstructions 
in its way removed. A great medical 
writer, of the last century, has laid down 
a maxim for the conduct of the under- 
standing in matters of science, which may 
be applied with little variation to the re- 
gulation of men’s condnct in civil and 
practical life. Vera cernit gui alicna rejicit. 
Truth will appear as soon as you get rid of 
error. Affairs will often proceed perfectly 
well, if you will only remove the impedi- 
meuts and obstructions that are tarning them 
from their proper course. Something analo- 
gous to this idea is what J should recommend 
ppon the subject before the house, With 
good manageirent, I am quite sure that 
men enough could be found in this country 
for the ample recruiting of our regular army, 
There is 00 scarcity of population, On the 
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contrary, it is far more considerable than at 
any former period; and there can be no 
doubt that with the aid of proper encourage. 
ment andcountenauce, by the grant of certain 
privileges and immunities to those who had 
served in the army, such as are granted with 
sufficient liberality to all who have served iq 
the militia, (viz. the right of setting up 
trades in corporate towns, &c.) in general 
by securing to the army its proper proportioy 
of the benefits attached to other modes of 
life, a supply would be found of men wil 
ling to become soldiers, as ample and ag 
well proportioned to the demand, as of meg 
ready to-engage in any other trade or-calling, 
I cannot believe it possible that there should 
not, when [ reflect that the poors’ rates of 
this country amount annually, according to 
the account on the table, to 5,000,000), and 
when I recollect the extraordinary measure 
lately taken in Scotland, the policy of which 
by the bye I very much doubt, of granting 
such a large sum of money for the com 
struction of a canal, in order to give em 
ployment to the poor of that.district, and to 
prevent their emigration to a foreign coum 
try. This idea of laying a tax for the 
purpose of providing employment fora 
particular class of persons, 1 cannot bot 
consider as a real: poor rate. It is ae 
cordingly liable to all the objections 
chargeable upon measures of that descrip. 
tion. I mention it here for the purpose 
of showing, that the prospect for recruit 
ing our army is by no means discou- 
raging, either on the score of our popule 
tion or, (unhappily), of the s‘ate in whicha 
great part of that population is placed, 
Bat I am then told of our trade, and the 
numbers employed in various branches. I 
have, however, no hesitation in saying, that 
trade is favourable to recruiting, and not les 
so perhaps in its flourishing and growing 
than in its declining state. It is rarely that 
trade can advance rapidly without great 
fluctuations, the trade recediug iv one chan- 
nel as it flows into another ; -and thus num- 
bers are successively left out of employment, 
and glad to betake themselves for subsis 
tence to the provision which the» army 
offers. [rom these considerations I can see 
no foundation for the endeavours so offen 
mede to ascribe to scarcity of population the 
difficulty which recruiting for the regulét 
army has met with forsometime back. Lt 
us try to strip that recruiting of the in»pedi 
ments which have hitherto surrounded it; 
and there is no reason whatever why we 
should despair of seeing it go on well. “At 
all events let the experiment be fairly tried. 
No-one surely-would wish .to have recoutst 
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to measures of compulsion in the first in- 
stance. When measures of another sort have 
peen tried and failed ; when we have em- 
loyed, without effect, the plain, obvious, 
and ordinary methods, then will be time 
enough to resort to the harshness of com- 

lsory measures, and such strange, wild, 
and new fangled projects as that which is 
now proposed. — Upon the whole I can- 
not persuade myself to assent to a pro- 
position that has no immediate object but 
to form a stationary and half military 
force ; and no tendency to increase our re- 
gular army but through the medium of a 
process from which I have no hopes—by a 
indof double distillation, of which no one 
has hitherto shown either the use or the ne- 
cessity. A notion seems to prevail, that a 
soldier is a thing that cannot be produced by 
one continued act. That there must be a 
second operation. We create this army of 
men for limited service, as a kind of false 
stomach in which the aliment is to be lodged 
fora time, till it can be removed to its pio- 
per receptacle, and there finally elaborated 
for the use and sustenance of the state. Of 
the whole of this plan the house has heard 
enough before. Experiments have been al- 
ready made upon many parts of it, and cer- 
tainly not with such success as to encourage 
a perseverance in the system. But nothing 
willdeter us. There is a perfect passion for 
legislating upon this subject, and for effect- 


ing every thing by the most complicated and 


circuitous means. My hon. friend seems to 
be actuated by the same sort of feeling as 
that of the lover in the Apprentice, who 
when he is to escape with his mistress, will 
not suffer her to go out by the street door. 
though he is told it is open, but insists upon 
her descending from the window, by the 
means of hisladder of ropes. It is in vain 
that the maid protests that the door is opea, 
and her mistress has nothing to do but to 


walk down the great stairs. Ohno! says 


he, but what then becomes of my rope-lad- 
der? Such is in truth the language of the 
present moment. In all this multiplication 
of plans I repeat, that very little is to be 
found congenial with the true military sys- 
tem of the couniry. Every thing that bas 
yet been brought forward on the subject has 
proved to be extravagant, and calculated to 
produce the opposite of good towards the 
substantial defence of the country; and of 
the same nature [-am persuaded will the 
plan be which the house has just heard. 
Tam ready to say that no man is more com- 
petent to devise a plan requiring great com- 


"bination of parts, than my hoa. friend; but 
persuasion on this subject is, that nosuch 
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plan is necessary; on the contrary, that it 
mast be injurious, particularly when found-— 
ed on the principles of the system for some 
time back acted upon; and therefore I feel 
it my duty to express my disapprobation of 
the project he has submitted to the house. 

Mr. Johnstone said, that after the country 
and the house had been so repeatedly told of 
the incapacity of his Majesty's late ministers, 
for upwards of a month past, he could not 
refrain from expressing his surprise to find 
the proposals of the right bon. gent. were 
nothing better than carrying into effect the 
very plans of those who were styled ineffi- 
cient ministers, by suspending the army of 
reserve, and raising an additional militia. 
He thought that the recruiting by parish of- 
ficers would be found wholly ineffectual, 
and that it would interfere with the recruit- 
ing of the regular army, notwithstanding 
that the bounty was intended to be lower 
for the one service than for the other. 

Mr. Addington rose, and said, that he 
differed considerably with the right hon. 
g-ntleman who had brought forward this 
bill. The strong objection he felt originally 
to the plan proposed was, that it was ofa 
compulsory character; and onder the free 
constitution under which we lived, we ought 
not to expect that which only belonged to 
despotic governments; they must. make up 
their minds not to expect to ingraft upon 
that constitution, anomalies which were 
wholly foreigu to it. The present plan, how- 
ever, was not in every respect similar to that 
last proposed by the right hon. gent , but at 
the same time, with respect tothe augmentas 
tion of the militia, he still remained of opi- 
nion that it was a wise measure, and he was 
sorry to hear of any proposal for a reduction 
of that description of force. It was also to 
be observed, that the militia had been chiefly 
kept up by means of substitutes drawn from 
volunteer corps. This force was aliogether 
of so advantageous a nature, that he could 
not consent to its reduction, unless some- 
thing better was proposed in its stead. An 
uvsexampled force had been raised since the 
commencement of the war, and yet the dif- 
ference made in recruiting for the army, and 
during the last year, amounted only to one- 
fourteenth, and therefore experience did not 
prove that there was any pressing necessity 
for a measure to expedite the recruiting ser- 
vice. Qut of the army of reserve 13,000 had 
already entered into the regular army, and 
of the remaining 17 or 18,000 men, they 
might look for a large proportion for the 
same service. Under these circumstances, 
he should hope that the house would sot 
agree to the measure proposed by the right 
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hon. gent., at this season of the year; but if 
the house determined that the bill should be 
brought in, and he, for one, should not ob- 
ject to it, he hoped, after it had been read a 
rst time, that the 2d reading would be put 
off to next session, He was the more in- 
Clined to press this, as there was no imme- 
diate necessity for its adoption, and there 
was much reason to apprehend that the mea- 
sure might prove either nugatory or vexa- 
tious and oppressive. It appeared something 
similar to the quota act of last war, which 
caused a very Jarge expense, without pro- 
ducing any real advantage. He concluded 
by observing, that he should defer, till the 
second reading, any farther objection which 
he might have against the bill. 
Lord Castlereagh said, he was inclined to 
support the measure upon those general 
grounds on which he thought the house 
ought todecide. The precise military situa- 
tion of the country ought, upon such an oc- 
.casion, to be particularly taken into view, as 
wel] as the degree. of necessity for military 
efforts. The right hon. gent. (Mr. Wind. 
ham) appeared on this, as well as on all for- 
‘mer occasions, to found his opinion, that the 
security of the country at home, and its ef- 
forts abroad, might be trusted to the ordi- 
nary recruiting of the regular army, which 
recruiting he himsetf had once thought was 
to be considerably assisted by a small and li- 
mited militia. It had been: long since 
thought expedient to raise the militia to its 
present height, and besides that species of 
force to raise an army of reserve, which had 
in one respect equalled the expectations that 
were formed, by the great proportion which 
had entered into the regular army. The 
country was now however in a different si- 
tuation; and though parliament and the spi- 
rit of the people had already done much, yet 
something more was still necessary to be ef- 

fected. Although it appeared so necessary 
_to cease adding to the force for a limited ser- 

vice, yet he was doubtful as to the propriety 
_ of allowing the militia to decrease. No man 
_ could say that parliament would be warrant- 
ed in the abandonment of all limited service 
in erder to adopt other measures rendered 
necessary by the exigencies of the country. 
Whatever might be argued against the con- 


. venience of the measure, he thought it was” 


impossible to object to the plan as being se- 
vere, It was in general much more mild in 
its nature than same acts lately passed, and 
‘which he had supported. As far as existing 
vacancies in the army of reserve were con- 
_ cerned, it ceriainly must be reckoned effi- 
cient in its nature. It was men and not 


money that we were iv want of, and there- 
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fore individuals would be relieved of the ef. 


fect of this bill by the mere exertion of fing. 


ing a recruit, the state being prepared to re. 
lieve them of all expenses whatever. It was 
a valuable object in point of policy that our 
limited force should be officered by gentle. 
men brought up to the profession of arms 
from their early years, which was not a cir. 
cumstance much attended to in the militia, 
His right hon. friend (Mr. Addington), had 
suggested the propriety of putting off this 
bill to another session of parliament, after it 
had gone through a first reading, but there 
did not appear to him to be any reason for 
such a postponment.—It had been said that 
the parish-officers would in this case become 
as ‘it were a recruiting serjeant ; but every 
one must feel that it is the interest of every 
individual in a parish to lend his exertions 
towards raising men, so as to prevent the 
exaction of fines in lieu of the army of re- 
serve. It was hard to complain of the mea. 
sure, both on account of its severity and of 
its mildness. If it would do no great good, 
gentlemen must admit that it would do no 
great harm. He did not see that, as far as 
the proposal went, it was to be reckoned one. 
rous upon the parish. He concluded with 
giving his cordial support to, 

Sir . Geary said, that he considered the 
proposed measure unjust, when he heard it 
said that individuals must either find men or 
pay fines, while at the same time it was well 
known, that parishes could not find their 
proper quota of men. The proposed bill 
was, therefore, to be looked ou as one to 
raise a fund for recruiting the regular army, 
which he conceived would not be conducive 
to the objects in view. ‘Ihe real cause of 
the army not being recruited was the in- 
crease of that species of force which .the pro- 
posed bill went to augment. The disposable 
force of the country had rather lost than 
gained by means of the army of reserve. It 
was a disposable force which we now stood 
in need of, and not that kind of force pro- 
posed by such a bill. He maintained that 
the country did not at present stand in need 
of a greater number of men io aris for our 
defence, than what we already had; all that 
was now necessary was to render those we 
had more efficient, He was convinced that 
400,000 men were amply sufficient to bid 


defiance to all the force our enemy could 


bring against us; aod he thought that we 
were in such a situation that our fleets 
might now be otherwise employed. _ 

Mr. For said, he did not rise to give an 
opposition to the bringing in of the bill 
moved for by the right hon. gent. He did 


“not know whether he should gain any credit 
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good foundation for an unlimited army to be 


Of the. business, and should reserve his fur- 


DEBATES, June 5, 1904.—Additional Force Bill. 


from the house, or from the right hon. gent. 
jn what he was going to say; but he could 
assure them, that he had endeavoured, by 
every effort and consideration he was able 
to apply to the subject, to impress his own 
mind with a favourable idea of the bill, and 
to drive away all prejudices which, from his | 
own slight view of the subject, when it was 
first opened by the right hon. gent., or from 
the arguments or opinions of others, he 
might have conceived against it. Another 
reason which he had to dispose him favour- 
ably towards this bill was, that he was de- 
cidedly opposed, in principle and in judg- 
ment, to all the various plans which had an- 
tecedently been brought forward on this sub- 
j He remained, however, confirmed in 
his disapprobation of the present bill, be- 
cause he could not cunceive it was calcu- 
Jated to fulfil those ends and purposes which 
it professed to do. In all the objections 
which had been urged against the various 
plans proposed by the last ministry for aug- 
menting the regular army, and thereby the 
disposable furce of the country, one of the 
strongest and most generally urged objec- 
tions was, that very fundamental one, in- 
deed, of endeavouring to make a limited 
force a foundation for a general force, He 
was clearly of opinion that none could be a 
more defective mode of defence for the 
country; and he had uniformly given the 
game opinion on the subject. He could not 
help objecting to the mode of enlisting men, 
first for a limited force, and then, by various 
artifices, endeavouring to prevail on them to 
go into a service or force of an unlimited 
‘nature. He thought it never could be a 


drawn from a source, which, in its origin, 
was supposed to be decidedly and altogether 
limited. His objection to the present bill 
was fundamental; and therefore, though he 
‘was extremely desirous to lend his aid to- 
wards increasing the force of the country, he 
could not in the present instancedo so. If, 
‘however, the bill should, on consideration, 
-bedeemed by the house to be a good one, he 
‘saw no reason whatever why it should not 
pass during the course of the present session, 
If there was any thing essentially Wrong in 
it, there could be no doubt but it would 
‘either be totally rejected, or modified in such ‘4 
‘a manner as‘1o meet the approbation of the . 
house; but if it ws found to be absolutely 

‘good, in the opinion of a majority of the 

‘house, it ought sarely to pass as soon as pos- 

sible. He thought it his duty to make these 

preliminary observations in the present stage 


‘ther opinion till he-had an opportunity of 


reading and considering the whole of the 
bill, during the future progress of which he 
should have many opportunities of deliver- 
ing his sentiments to the house. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
as the introduction of the bill was not op- 
posed, he did not wish to trespass on the 
house at the present moment, by entering 
at large on the subject. There were, how- 
ever, some points to which he must entreat 
the indulgence of the house, till he delivered 
a. few observations. With respect to the 
question, how far ballots were intended to 
be continued in any parish, he did not say 
any thing very decisive as to the mililia, be- 
cause the indirect manner in which the bill 
referred to that force rendered it unnecessary. 
‘No vacancy in the militia was to be filled up 
when individuals were. transferred to ano- 
ther corps. ‘There could be no competition 
as to the militia and the regular army. 
There was another point alluded to, as to 
the possibility of other regulations concern- 
ing the constitution of the army, distinct 
from this bill, which, therefore, was not to 
be considered as in the most remote degree 


excluded by the operation of this bill, What 


he particularly alluded to was, the limitting 
the time of service in the army. On gene- 
ral principles, he must confess, it would 
certainly appear that such a mode would be 
wise and judicious; but it required the opi- 
nions of the wisest and most eminent mili- 
tary characters applying themselves to the 
consideration of the peculiar situation and 
of this country, distinguished as it is 
rom all other countries of Europe, with 
regard to all its internal regulations. If 
with a full regard to all these distinguishing 
circumstances, it should appear that such a 
mode could, with perfect safety and propri- 
ety, be resorted to, he, for one, should con- 


sider it as an important addition to the 


strength of our military system; but should 
it not be adopted, it would not be from any 
indisposition in his Majesty's ministers to at- 
tend to any advantages it might possess. The 
objections stated to the proposed bill of the 
hon. gent. opposite, were perfectly fair, can- 
did, and explicit. But he felt himself com- 
pletely at issue with that hon. member on 
this fundamental principle in our military 
system of defence; namely, that an interme- 
diate army would not only be productive of 
no possible evil, but would prove the best 
mode of increasing and perfecting the regu- 
lar army. The object in view was to have 
a number of men to spare; and if*this bill 
furnished the men and improved the quality 


‘of the soldiers ; if it was a mode of recruit- 


ing the regular army, then it answered the 
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-object of the hon, gent. opposite, and of his 
-hon, friend who. commenced the opposition 
to the bill that night, both of whom had 
clared themselves in favour of an augmenta- 
stion of the regalar army. It had been said 


that, in his plan, there was nothing pro- 
posed that was new; but he would certainly 
contend that it contained a mode of giving 
a discipline and an advancement to military 


‘perfection, not to be obtained in any other 


scheme of arrangement for military pur 
poses, by all the ardour and_ perseverance, 
and honourable emulation of the officers of 
the militia, who do all that can be possibly 
expected from their patriotism, loyalty and 
volour, but who cannot perform that which 
can only be attained by military experience. 
’ When the army of reserve bill was first in- 
troduced, the right hon. gent. objected to it 
as being calculated to do no good to the 
army. Jf recruiting was to be allowed from 
the reserve to: the regulars, his right hon. 
friend had contended that the discipline 
»would be entirely lost. Every argument 
urged in its favour was by him considered as 
ogly making the measure worse and worse. 
+JNow, in the: present bill, the only method 
tor preventing the evil was adopted, still his 
right hon. friend exclaimed, worse and worse, 
in anew climax, and for no other apparent 
reason than that it prevented the recruiting 
of the army be had bimself reprobated. . In 
his fund of imagination, which never for a 
moment left him, but in which it was diffi- 
cult to follow him, ke seemed to forget some 
of the principles which be himself: had laid 
down. He had contended, with great in- 
genuity and reasoning, for limited service 
in the regular army; bot here, if we gave 
limited service, we were told we should 
spoil the soldier; young men would go in 
and sow their wild oats, and then quit the 
profession altogether. In truth it did ap- 
pear, that the right hon, gent.’s receipt and 
nostrum for makiog a regular army was ac- 
tually to destroy it altogether, He seemed 
to apprehend something most terrible and 
tyrannical in the operation of the bill, and 
coojured up the most alarming phantoms, if 
parish officers were transformed into recruit- 
ing officers ; and it. was thus attempted to 
throw a species of ridicule over the measore. 
So far, however, was he from feeling the. 
_ force of such misplaced ridicule, that he was 
well disposed to consider the parish officers 
as in the way proposed by the bill, and to 
make the resemblance more perfect, should 
We. propose to them a bounty per head on 
those recruits they raised under the provi- 
sions of this bill, There are, in truth, no 
material grounds of opposition to the mea- 


sure stated. It was whimsical to obserye 
the contradictory nature of the, objections 
that had been urged. At one time the parish 
officers were to beso tyrannical, that all which 
the house had heard, a few nights ago, was 
likely to be realized in this country, , We 
were.to have the harshness of slave-masters 
and the tricks of kidnappers practiced amo 

us. At another moment every thing was 
to be fruitless and unavailing: the parish 
officers were to be careless and negligent, 
and the fines were to be paid in preference 
to raising the men wanted. A great part.of 
his right hon. friend's spcech consisted of g 
metaphysical, moral, and political disserta- 
tion on the various modes of raising ap 
armed force in different counties. Fromall 
these various lectures and lessons upon com 
pulsion, a plain man would suppose that an 
attempt was making to introduce some great, 
new, compulsory system, which was far dif 
ferent from the real state of the business,— 
Mr. Pitt then proceeded to make a few ob 


‘servations upon what had fallen from the 


right hon. gent. below him (Mr. Addington) 
and the hon, gent. opposite (Mr, Johnstone); 
he said, that a considerable part of the an 
noyance which he should have felt from 
the attacks of these gentlemen, was dimi- 
nished by their cross firing; though directed 
against him, they constantly hit each other, 
The hon. gent. opposite to him complained 
that this was nothing more ‘than the mee 
sure proposed by the last ministers. The 
right hon. gent. below him contended stre- 
nuously that this measure was by no means 
like the one proposed by the late admiois- 
tration, but that it was much more severe, 
Both these observations appeared to him to 
be groundless. ‘Che bill he now proposed.to 
bring in was much more efficacious than the 
plan proposed by the late ministers, and at 
the same time it was less severe and oppres- 
sive upon individuals. The right hon. gent, 
(Mr. Addington) had contended, that it 
was not necessary to make any addition to 
the regular army ; but, surely, he forgot, that 
almost the last act of his administration was 
to prepare a plan to augment the regular 
army very considerably, and it was not con- 
tended, on any side of the house, that there 
was not a strong necessity for the augment: 
ation.—There were some other points upoa 


which he intended to have said a few words, | 


but he did not now think it necessary to 
trespass more upon the time of the house, 
as there would be ample opportunity for 
discussion on the same stages of the bill. 
Mr. Addington and Mr, Windham said a few 
words in explanation; after which the bill 
was brought in and read a first time. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ Wednesday, June 6, 1804. 


[Minutes.]—In a committee of privi- 

es, counsel and evidence were further 
heard respecting the claim of Lady H. Fitz- 
gerald to the barony of Roos.—After the 
house had resumed, the bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their several stages, and 
several private bills brought from the com- 
mons were read a first time. 
Exection 
order of the day, for the second reading of 
this bill, being moved by Lord Grenville, 
' The Lord Chancellor, having left the 
woolsack, said, he begged to have it under- 
stood, that it was his opinion, as an indivi- 
dual member of the house, that the bill 
should be proceeded in no further. As the 
motion, however, that would follow the 
reading of the order of the day would be, 
that counsel be heard against the bill, he 
should not oppose that, but content himself 
with opposing any subsequent proceeding on 
it.—The order of the day was. then read; 
and, on the motion of Lord Grenville, coun- 
sel were called in. 
' Lord Auckland then made some observa- 
tions on the point of order, which we could 
not distinctly hear; but, we understood, that 

insisted on hearing counsel and evidence 
in behalf of the bill.—The counsel were, 
however, ordered to withdraw ; which being 
done, 
"The Lord Chancellor \eft the woolsack, 
with the view of stating his objections ge- 
nerally to the whole priociple and object of 
the bill. It appeared to him a measure 
founded in such direct opposition to the most 
4ncient maxims of English law, that it ought 
not to be entertained even for a single mo- 
ment. He contended, that the evidence 
produced before the House of Commons, 
and which had been made the basis of the 
bill, did not, in the #mallest degree, apply 
to the point at issue betwixt the different 
parties, whose interests the measure must 
necessarily affect. ‘The questior involved in 
the bill, was not one over which the House 
of Commons ought to have direct influence. 
It had not been referred to their considera- 
tion ; and even those of their lordships, who 
thought that the bill ought to be entertained, 
must be desirous of having the allegations 
on which the bill professed to rest distinctly 
proved at the bar. For his own part, he was 
not prepared, even if these allegations were 
proved, to give his assent to the bill; even 
then he felt, that the bill would not be di- 
vested of an appearance of unfairness and 
injustice. It struck him, that the bil] had 


Vox. II, 
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its origin from the efforts of men of power 
and influence, who, taking advantage of the 
misconduct of certain individuals, wished to 
make that the pretext for stripping the elec- 
tors of the borough of Aylesbury at large of 
their sacred, important elective franchise, 
There were three petitions on the table of 
their lordships; but he maintained, that 
with regard to two of the petitions which 
were in favour of the bill, the interest of the 
petitioners was so feeble as not to. be worthy 
of their lordships’ consideration. It was 
true, that these petitionspurported to be 
from persons describing themselves as having 
an interest in the borough of Aylesbury. 
But it was necessary for their lordships to 
examine the petitions, to see how far this 
allegation was established. If this exami- 
nation had been made, he was persuaded 
that the petitions would not have even been 
suffered to be laid pn the table. It was a 
matter of some surprise, that those who were 
so anxious to prevent the repetition of cer- 
tain specified abuses, connected with the 
late elections, were so willing to give up the 
enjoyment of their own franchises, and to 
introduce others to the enjoyment of them, 
who hitherto had not been entitled to this 
rivilege. Perhaps this was to be accounted 
or on the principle that they themselves 
knew that fines were hanging over their 
heads, and wished to disarm subsequent 
charges by adducing proofs of their inno- 
cence at their lordships’ bar. This, his lord- 
ship maintained, was not an admissible sort 
of evidence, or one that was at all consonant. 
with the usages of English law. It was not 
for men who laboured under a fear of punish« 
ment to appear as-their own compurgators 
to the prejudice of the ordinary course of 
justice. He argued, that if the measure 
was fit at all, it ought to be adopted as one 
generally connected with the state of the re- 
presentation, He saw no reason for picking 
and choosing particular boroughs, but if the 
principle of the bill was to be countenanced, 
why not go over towns, counties, boroughs, 
with the application of the same regulations, 
Even then he should feel it his duty to ops: 
pose the measure as contrary to the best 
views of the constitution, and founded on 
idle and theoretical views of reform, . It. 
would, however, at least have the merit of 
some appearance of consistency, which was 
more than the bill on the table could | 
claim to. It was no argument for the bill 


that bribery and corruptian had prevailed to 
a great degree in the borough of Aylesbury, 
The common law of the country provided a 
sufficient remedy for this evil, and inde- 
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these offences, At this moment there were 
individuals suffering severely in consequence 
of their having trangressed these statutes. 


- ‘The noble and learned lord concluded, afier 


a few more observations to the same import, 


by declaring his decided disapprobation of 


the bill, and moving, that the order for the 
hearing of counsel be discharged. 
- Lord Grosvenor supported the bill, on the 
grounds of an absolute necessity of support- 
ing the purity of the elective franchise, 
which was one dt the most important exer- 
cised by British subjects. In the present 
instance he did not see that the ‘electors of 
Aylesbury would suffer any material injury. 


It wasa fact, however unaccountable, that: 


electors in general did not so highly prize 
the elective franchise as the noble and learned 
lord appeared to suppose. Some electors 
would goa hundred miles to exercise this 
privilege, whiie others would hardly take the 
trouble to go across a room to be entitled to 
put: it in practice. When instances of its 
corrupt and vicious exercise occurred, it was 
necessary to make some striking example to 
prevent the recurrence of such scenes in fu- 
ture. This was requisite, not only as a 
means of present punishment, but as a terror 
against the approach of evils of a still more 
enormous nature. His lordship illustrated 
this idea by referring to the miseries which 
the revolution of France had exhibited. If 
timely precautions had there been adopted, 
the innocent and the guilty would not have 
been involved in the same common calami- 
ties. It was with the view of taking evils at 
their origin, and preventing their accomu- 
lation, that be thought bilis of the cescrip- 
tion now on the table were peculiarly worthy 
of the attention of the legislature. His 
lor:'ship, at the clove of his remarks, referred 
to the cases of Shoreham and Cricklade, both 
of which he maintained to be strictly in point. 
He sat down, by giving his decided vote for 
hearing counsel on the bill. iH 
- Lord Grenville foliowed on the same side, 
and supported the policy, the necessity, and 
the expediency of the bill. He thought that 
even on the principles laid down by the noble 
and -Jearned Jord, the petitioners in this 
case were entitled to have their allegations 
brought to a fair issue. If these petitioners 
were threatened with intimidation by a cer- 
tain body of powerful individuals, it was 
proper that they should be allowed to ex- 
plain the causes of this intimidation, and to 
ask of the legislature the adoption of means 


for removing it. He was astonished that the | 


noble and learned lord should oppose a spe- 
cies of reform which he had often gloried in 


‘1804.—dylesbury Election Bill 


tions, fully adequate to the punishment of 


declaring arose out of the very essence of 
the British constitution. This reform. was 
the power of correcting an existing eyjj 
without adopting any theoretical views of 
reform, started by men who acted on 
culation rather than on experience, ti 
lordship particularly referred, on this point, 
to the cases of Shoreham and Cricklade. 
The first of these cases was decided on prin. 
ciples précisely’ similar to those on which the 
present bill was founded. ‘The general prin. 
ciple was, ‘hat as an evil had existed, apq 
was likely to continue independent of inter. 
ference, measures should be adopted to pre. 
vent its repetition, While an existing eyil 
was thus guarded against, a warning was, at 
the same time, held out to other boroughs, 
that if similar practices prevailed, a similar 
result might be expected. In the case of 
Cricklade, the execution of this threat of 
the legislature became necessary, and it way 
accordingly inflicted. So it was with regard 
to the bill under their lordships’ considera. 
tion. which was, in fact, neither more nor 
less than the prosecution of the same prin. 
ciple, applicable to cases of gross corruption 
in the exercise of the elective franchise, 
With regard to the case of Ilchester, if a re 
port had been produced by the committee, 
and if this report had been made the ground 
of a similar measure, he should, on the 
same grounds which induced him to support 
the present bill, have given that measure his 
hearty support. That no such proceeding 
had then been instituted, was no sort of ar 
gument against the measure now under dit 
cussion. He did not see that any set of men 
would have a right to complain of the hard- 
ship of the measure. It was not at all, ag, 
described, a bill of disfranchisement. At 
present, every housekeeper in Aylesbury had 
the right of voting at elections. At present 
there were, perhaps, four hundred and one 
voters, but if one ingividual more built a 
house, and obtained a right to vote, would 
that injure the right of the other voters? It 
certainly would not, and on the same prine 
ciple, the introduction of the additional vo- 
ters proposed by the bill, would. not at all 
injure the rights of those now in possession 
of the right of voting. His lordship added 
several other considerations to the same ef- 
fect in support of the bill. er 
Lord uckland supported the bill. He 
was of opinion, that counsel, at least those 
for the petitioners against the bill, ought 
in fairness to be heard, and proposed an. 
amendment to that effect in the motion of 
his noble and learned friend. « 
Lord Hawkesbury supported the bill.as 4 
measure absolutely necessary to correct 4 
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flagrant abuse in the constitution ; and with 
no injustice to individuals. The individuals 
belonging to the borough of Aylesbury 
could not complain of any injury, for nothing, 
was to be taken from them ; and if there 
was, that thing could not be considered in 
the light of private property, The elective. 
franchise which they exercised was not pri- 
vate property, but a public trast vested in 
them. by the community ; and if that trast 
was abused, the community from. which they 
received it, had a right to take it back again; 
but even this was not the case here, for 
they still were to hold the trust; but, in or- 
der to prevent them from making a bad use 
of.it again, it merely proposed that several 
others were to participate with them in the 
cise of the same. i he 
‘Lord, Ellenborough strongly objected to 
the bill as-an act of great injustice, because 
it went to inflict pains and penalties on the 
innocent as well as the guilty. And if such 
9 precedent as this was once admitted, a si- 
milar measure. of disfranchisement might be 
adopted in every case of bribery, which 
might occur at every election throughout: 
the kingdom. 
The Lord Chancellor reinforced the argu- 
ments in his .former speech, and, in answer 
towhat fell from a noble baron (Lord Gren- 
ville) he contended,. that the accession of 
new electors was an infringement on the 
right of the old electors. Even the addition 
of one who should build a house within the 
borough must be considered as damnum sine 
injuria, He was no enemy to real reform, 
but.he would ever oppose that thing called 
reform, which was founded in injustice. — 
After some further conversation, it was or- 
dered that counsel be admitted to the bar. 
The counsel against the bill were admitted 
accordingly, and were heard for some time. 
When counsel withdrew from the bar, 
Lord Grenville rose, .and after reca- 
itulating some of his former arguments 
in support of the bill, and stating some par- 
ticulars against the system of bribery, which 
he described as prevailing at the late election 
at Aylesbury, moved that the bill«»be now 
read a second time. 
The Lord Chancellor expressed his astonish- 
ment at the proposition of the noble: lord, 
after what had transpired in debate respect- 
ing the measure, and at-that late hour; he 
was even surprised at the hearing of counsel 
urged in the then state of the house. He 
knew it would be vain to oppose the mo- 
tion, as many lords who wished to deliver 
their sentiments on this stage of the bill, and 
who had no notion of its being urged that 
night, had retired. However, for the ho- 
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nour and character of the house, and that it 
should appear to. posterity there were some 


af its members determined to brand a mea- 


sure of so iniquitous a complexion with the 
character it deserved, ‘he would propose, as 
an amendment to the motion, should it be 
persisted in that night, and which necessarily 
must appear on the journals, importing, in 
sirbstance, that the bill was read a second 
time, although there was not sufficient evi- 


dence before the house to warrant such a 


proceeding. 

Lord Auckland declared that he had left 
the house, under the persuasion that tio step 
beyond the hearing of counsel would take 
place that night; and he was convinced other 


* noble lords had done the same. 


Lord Grenville declared, that it was not 
his wish to push the matter precipitately 
through the house: If, therefore, it could 
be supposed that any noble lord had left the 
house under the idea that-no step would be 
taken to-night, he should move for the post- 
ponement of the order. He should, also 
move that the witnesses do attend to-more 
row, declaring it, however, not to be bis 
intention to move for their being called in, 
as he reckoned any farther evidence in sup- 
port of the bill annecessary. 

The: Lord Chancelior said, he could not 
leave that house, without observing upon 
what fell from the noble lord (Grenville), 
He said, he had thrown a slur upon the bill: 
if the strongest pretest that his mind could 
suggest against such an iniquitous bill was 
so, he pleaded guilty. However, as the 
noble lord had postponed the further consi-= 
deration of the bill, he also withdrew his 
amendment.— The ordér was accordingly 
discharged; and ordered to stand for to~ 
morrow; the witnesses who had attended 
to-day were also ordered to attend; and it 
was recommended to the counsel also to be 
present. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, June 6, 1€04. 


[Minures.]— Mr. Gideon took the oaths 
and his seat, for the borough of Kelstone, 
in Cornwall, in the room of Viscount Fitz- 
harris.—A petition of the several persons 
confined for debt in Durham gaol, was pre- 
sented, and ordered to lie upon the table.— 
Mr. Irving, inspector-general of imports and 
exports, presented, porsuant. to ‘the direc- 
tions of an act of parliament, an Account of 
the computed grossproduce of the tempora- 
ry duty of tonnage and poundage of goods 
imported (commonly called new subsidy) 
collected under the management of the come 
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missioners of the customs in England, with 
the several payments thereout, and the 
amount of the net produce of the said 
branch, which would have been applicable 


to the expenses of his Majesty's civil govern-" 


ment, if the temporary and hereditary reve- 
nues of the crown, enjoyed ‘by his late Ma- 
jesty had been enjoyed by his present Ma- 
jesty, for the year ending 5th Jan. 1803 ; 
also, an account of allthe exports from G. 
Britain to the West India colonies in the 3 
last years; distinguishing the amount, in 
¢ustom- house value, of British manufactures, 
or foreign articles exported, also distinguish- 
ing the years, and the respective islands ; 
and also, a return to an order of the house 
of the 18th of May, for an account of the 
uantities of corn and grain, malt, meal, and 
our, exported from and imported into 
England and Scotland, for 21 years, from 
the 5th Jan. 1770 to the 5th Jan. 1791, with 
the bounties and drawbacks paid, and the 
_ duties received thereon, .together with the 
average price of corn in England, in each 
year, distinguishing each species in each 
year. Ordered that the said accounts do lie 
upon the table, and be printed for the use 
of the members.—Sir Ralph Milbanke pre- 
sented a petition from the ship-owners at the 
port of Sunderland, near the sea, in the 
county of Dorham, setting forth, that the 
suspension of the navigation laws of G. Bri- 
tain has been attended with very injurious 
consequences, and therefore praying, that 
the same may be'strictly enforced, and that 
such laws as authorize the suspension of 
them may be repealed. Ordered to lie upon 
the table. 
[Stave John Anderson pre- 
sented a petition from the planters, mer- 
‘chants, annuitants and others, interested in 
‘the British West-India colonies, against the 
bill now pending before parliament for the 
abolition of the slave trade. On the ques- 
tion being put, that the petition do lie on 
the table till the second reading of the said 
bill, and that the petitioners be then heard 
themselves or counsel, 


- Mr. Wilberforce gave it as his opinion, - 


that there could be no necessity for any par- 
ticular investigation into the merits of the 
question, as it had been long a subject of 
discussion before that house, and as all had 
already been heard that could possibly be 
adduced by the different parties interested in 
this question. The opponents of the mea- 
sure hed been fully heard on a former occa- 
- sion, when it formed the subject of particular 
’ inquiry in the year 1793. Nothing new, 

he thought, could be advanced, and it would 
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be therefore unnecessary to Idse the time of 
the house. 


Mr. Fuller contended, that tt would be : 


extremely ungenerous to refuse a hearing to. 
those who had no representatives in this 
house. The country, in the prosperity of 
which they were so much interested, wag 
not represented in parliament. To deny 


‘them, therefore, the privilege of petitioning, 


or what was nearly the same, not to listen to 
their petitions, would be extremely hard in. 
deed, particularly as he was convinced that 
not a single word that had been said by that 
hon. gent. on this subject the other day, was 
founded on fact. 

Earl Temple did not think it by any means 
a good reason for waving the consideration 
of this petition, that the subject had been 
formerly ander discussion. This discussion 
alluded to had taken place some years ago, 
and the circumstances of the petitioners, as 
well as of the general subject itself, might 
now be considerably changed. The present 
st.te of the colonies required that the pro- 
prietors of estates should have every possible 
opportunity of delivering their objections to 
the bill. He would move for counsel being 
heard on the petition. 

Mr. Wilberforce argued, that no member 
of that house was more inclined than hée 
was to respect the right of petitioning, but 
thought the house would do much better not 
to decide at present whether any petition 
should be heard by counsel, but to wait for 
some time till the subject should come under 
farther consideration. 

Mr. Francis thought the hon. gent. with 
whom the objection originated, did not wish 


that they should refuse to hear counsel on- 


the subject, but only that further considera- 
tion was necessary. He thought besides, 
according to parliamentary usage, that notice 
should have been previously given. 

The Speaker said, that it was the usual 
practice of the house to make an order in 
all cases for the parties to be heard by them- 
selves or counsel, on the second reading of 
a bill. This operated as a notice, and if any 
member had an objection to make to it, he 
had an opportunity of doing so on the order 
of the day being read. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
under the explanation given by the Speaker, 
he acquiesced for the order being made at 
present, but conceived that every member 
was at liberty to oppose the hearing of coun- 
sel on the order of the day being read.—It 
was then ordered that the petitioners be 
heard by themselves or counsel on the second 
reading of the bill. 


tic 
a0 
for 
mi 
ha 
th 
pa 
co 
mi 
m 
th 
tic 
fo 
th 
Of 
in 
fe 
se 
n 
d 
h 
i 


ther 
exp 
Ede 
isla 
abo 
hea 
sam 
sec 
be | 
the 
i] 
wis 
dis 
the 
to- 
apt 
bil 
to 
wi 
f 
§ 


=. 


PARL. DEBATES, June 6, in India. 


‘Sir William Young said, the hon. gent. 
_ (Mr. Wilberforce) need not suppose the 
foregoing was the only opposition to the bill; 
there was another petition from the mer- 
chants of Liverpool against it, which was 
expected to arrive by this morning's post, but 
‘which did not. 

Earl Temple brought up a petition from 

Edmund Pusey Lyon, colonial agent for the 
jsland of Jamaica, against the bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade, praying to be 
heard by themselves or counsel against the 
same. Ordered to lie on- the table till the 
second reading, and then the petitioners to 
be heard by themselves or counsel against 
the bill. 
Mr. Wilberforce stated, that he did not 
wish to prevent parties from being heard, 
but he could not help thinking the mode of 
disposing of these petitions premature, as 
the second reading of the bill was fixed for 
to-morrow, and gentlemen who might be 
appointed as counsel could not, in all proba- 
bility, be prepared. & 

(War 1n Inpia.]—Lord Porcbester rose 
to renew the notice which he had formerly 
withdrawn respecting our East-India settle- 
ments, When he had withdrawn this no- 
tice, it had been in the expectation of seeing 
ao able and efficient administration speedily 
formed. But when he looked to the present 
ministry, and saw that more than the one 
half of thems were the very same men whom 
the other had vilified and despised as inca- 
pable of the duties imposed on them, he 


could not help thinking, that his intended | 


Motion was not less necessary than for- 
merly, 

_ The Speaker here informed the noble lord, 
that it was not in order to accompany a no- 
tice with any arguments in support of the 


* motion intended. - All that remained, there- 


fore, for the noble lord, was to fix any day 
‘that might be best suited for his purpose. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer was of 
opinion, that the noble lord was perfectly 
in order, seeing that he had not brought 
forward any argument whatever for the 
Measure he proposed. He thought this day 
se'anight, which had been mentioned by the 
noble lord, would be a very inconvenient 
day; a bill was now pending before the 
house, that in all probability would occupy 
its attention during most of next week. 
Lord Porchester then agreed to fix his mo- 
tion for Friday se'nnight. 
(Lorp Apvocate or ScorLanD ]—=Mr. 
Whitbread rose, in consequence of a notice 
‘formerly given, relative to a motion respect- 
‘ing the conduct of the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland toa Mr. Morrison, a native of that 
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country. He had given some days previous 
notice of that motion, in order to give the 
Lord Advocate an opportuniry of appearing 
personally in his place, to answer the charge,’ 
or of giving instructions to some of his: 
friends. It would certainly be far more gra- 
tifying to him, who felt it his duty to make 
such a charge, as well as to the house, . that 
he should have appeared, in order to offer 
what excuse he might think fit, or to make — 
some apology for his conduct ; but he knew 
that the Lord Advocate had heard of the 
notice which he had given, and that be had 
time either to have appeared in person, or 
to give instructions to his friends. He con- 
sidered himself, therefore, quite as much at 
liberty to express his abhorrence of such 
conduct, if founded in fact, and tobe as free 
in his remarks, as if the learned lord had 
himself been present. The learned lord, 
from his. official situation, had a very great 
power in Scotland, and this power he had 
exercised violently, not to say tyrannically. 


‘He had, in the instance which he was about 


to mention, totally outstepped the bounds of 
law, and acted in a manner equally unpre- 
cedented and illegal. The power of the 
Lord Advocate in Scotland was somewhat 
analogous to that of the Attorney General in 
England. Now it was certain that t 

could not act glaringly contrary to their duty, 
without being responsible for such conduct 
to the laws of their country; yet many things 
might be done by people possessed of an 
authority so great, upon which this respon- 
sibility could not always attach. In such a 
case, it was the duty of parliament to take 
care that the public authority was not abused ; 
and to petition his Majesty to remove those 
persons who acted in their public capacity 
in a manner inconsistent with the principles 
of the British constitution, and with the 
rightful freedom of the subject. Now he 
would assume that the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland had no right whatever to calum- 
niate and fulminate an excommunication 
against any person; and, far less, to order 
that person to be arrested ; but if he could 
prove that the Lord Advocate had grossly 
calumniated this Mr. Morrison, and not 
only grossly calumniated him, but followed 
up that calumny by an excomoyunication, 
and followed up that excommunication by 
an order of arrest j and not only this, but 
had taken upon himself to injure his pro- 
perty, and todispose of it in certain cireum- 
stances as he pleased—if he proved all this, 
then he was justified ia maintaining that 
such a person was utterly unworthy of the 
situation of public trust. which he held, 
There was something delicate in the times in 


| 
| 


523} DEBATES, 6, 1804—Lord Advocate of Scotland. 


which this wasdone. Thé defence of the 
country depended, in a great measure, on 


the volunteers ; but if this was the force on 


which the country was to depend, ought it 
not to be voluntary? Now, in the progress 
of the measure through parliament, many 
different opinions had been given on ditte- 
rent parts of it, and on pone more than upon 
the question, whether any alteration ought 
to take place in the contracts between mas- 
ters and servants ? The bill was sent to the 
Lords, and by them the clauses in question 
were thrown out, and to their amendment 
this house had subsequently agreed. Now, 
what was all this but a confession, on the 
part of the legislature, after mature consi- 
deration, that the contracts between masters 
and servants ought to remain unaltered. 
He agreed that this was very wisely done, 
for the best friend to the volunteer system 
would be under the necessity ef confessing, 
that the inconvenience resulting from the 
confusion occasioned by the disorders com- 
mitted by servants, and their insolence to 
their masters, would be very severely felt : for 
it was very evident, that when servants were 
permitted to enter as volunteers, in spite of 
their masters’ orders, they would make use 
of this liberty as a pretence for neglecting 
the property of their masters altogether, and 
ruin their business by their idleness, and ex- 
cuse themselves by saying, that they were 
engaged at their:volunteer exercises.—The 
transaction which he was about to submit 
to the house at present, was as follows: a 
person of the name of Morrison, a farmer 
he believed, in Bamffshire, had a servant who 
went into a volunteer.corps contrary to his 
orders, on which account he discharged him. 
In this he certainly had done nothing con- 
trary tolaw. ‘The servant applied to the 
Lord Advocate by memorial, to learn what 
course he ought to pursue, or whether he 
could recover any compensation from his 
master. The memorial stated, that the ser- 
vant had engaged with the master, and, 
without asking his consent, regularly attended 
the drills of a volunteer corps after his work 
was over. Ona certain day he had aban- 
doned his work, and had gone with the vo- 
junteers when they were inspected by the 
Marquis of Huntley. For this his master 
had discharged him, although he offered to 
make compensation for the time in which he 
had been absent, Now here he would beg 
leave to make one or two observations. .The 
servant confessed that he had always attend- 
ed drill without asking the permission. of 
_ his master ; but that, on the 31st of Oct. 
1803, he had been absent during the whole 
of the day, and had neglected his work, and 


therefore it was reasonable to suppose that 
Mr. Morrison had no objection to his sep, 
vant going to drill after his work, though he 
was unwilling, and perhaps unable, to affor, 
that he should be absent whole days, and 


therefore discharged him. William Gar. 


row, the servant, concluded his memorial 
by putting the question, whether he had any 
resource at law, or any ground of action 
against, or any claim for wages against hig 
master, subsequent to the time at which he 
was discharged. Now, if the whole had 
been confined to the legal opinion given by 
the Lord Advocate, he had employed the 
most unjustifiable terms; for his answer to 
the memorial commenced with the words, 
* however unprincipled and oppressive the 


_conduct of Mr, Morrison may have been,” 


Now was not this a most unjustifiable at. 
tack upon the character of Mr. Morrison, 
when it was considered that the Lord Ad. 
vocate had only heard one party? but the 
answer went on to say ‘ that his lordship 
was afraid that there was no claim _legally 
for wages, except up to the day on which 
the servant had been discharged.” So then, 
by the Lord Advocate’s own account of the 
matter, this man, whose conduct was de- 
clared unprincipled”” and “ oppressive,” 
had done nothing contrary to law.—If there 
had been nothing but this very opinion it- 
self, there would have been sufficient grounds 
for the house to interfere in the affair. Bat 
the matter did not rest here. The Lord 
Advocate soon after wrote a letter to the 
sheriff deputy of Bamffshire, stating the cir- 
cumstances of the case, as he heard them 
from the servant. Here he stated, that there 
were unfortunately no provisions in the vo- 
lunteer laws against a case like the present, 
that is, in other words, that Mr. Morrison 
had done nothing contrary to law. Well, 
and what in this case did this Lord Advocate 
do, after the confession that nothing illegal 
was done? Why, he gravely said, ‘ that 
the conduct of Morrison was most atrocious.” 
He took opon him to say this without ever 
having examined the other side of the ques 
tion, and without having adverted to. the 
circumstance that the servant might have 
been flagrant in his neglect of duty, might 


have left his house open, his locks unbolted, 


and a variety of things that might ruin his 
master’s property. He considered this as 
the worst point of the whole; for evenif 
the Lord Advocate had been acting in a 
manner perfectly legal in other respects, yet 
he had no right thus to stigmatize and ca 
lumniate a British subject, and to: punish 


him worse. than he could be punished by 


any other means ; to punish him ia a mannet 
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which every gent. who heard him would 
think worse than death by the loss of his 
teputation and prop:rty It would be better 

‘Mr. Morrison, rather than endure this, 
that the Lord Advocate weie tyrant of Scot- 
land, and possessed of the power to hang 
him up at once, than to be thus calumniated 

him. But his lordship went farther, for 
he exhorts every person round about to treat 
him (Morrison) with contempt and scorn, 


and to hold no dealings with him whatever. 


Could the house hear such words used to a 
British subject by a person in such a situa- 


tion of public trust without the greatest in- 


dignation ; when that subject had done 
nothing contrary to the laws of the country, 
even in the opinion of the Lord Advocate 
himself > Such conduct he trusted the house 
would think merited the steps which he 
would think it his duty to adopt, in case the 


motion he was about ‘o submit to them at ! 
nt should meet their approbation. But | 


it was not only in his character that this 
fatmer was to suffer ; his property also must 
be rained, No people were to hold inter- 
course with him. Should he carry his corn 
to market, no one were to buy it ; or did 
he offer to sell his wool, all were to refuse 
to be purchasers at any price ; so that this 
man was to be entirely ruined; his family 
starved and thrown, with himself, as out- 
casts upon the world. Bot still farther, the 
letter proceeds to state, that there were 
strong grounds to suspect that Morrison's 
conduct had proceeded from disaffection and 


want of loyalty, and as soon as the first 
Frenchman landed in the country, Morrison — 


was to be arrested, and he (the Lord Ad- 
vocate) informed of it. If the letter had 
concluded with this, one would be apt, con- 
tinued Mr. Whitbread, to ascribe the arrest 
and imprisonment to a good motive ; for 
Mr. Morrison's life was really threatened 


by this outrageous conduct. While Mr. _ 


Morrison was thus represented to men of 
liberal education, the mob might look upon 


him as a proscribed man, or an outlaw, | 


and think they had the Lord Advocate’s au- 
thority for doing so. The might, therefore, 
not only pillage his property, but even at- 
tempt his life ; and one would, perhaps, 
be apt to imagine, if his lordship had con- 
claded his letter by ordering him to be put 
jn gaol, he reasoned with himself in this 
manner, “ Why, this man’s life must be 
in danger from my excommunication, and 
therefore to keep hjm from the fury of the 
people, I shall imprison him.” But when 
the house heard what followed, they would 
hot be much disposed to give his lordship 


fredit for such good motives. But how had - 
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the Lord Advocate power to order this man 
to be arrested? If he had, it was proper 
that an act should, without delay, be pass- 
ed, in order to correct a fault which was 
utierly ‘inconsistent with the principles of 
the British Constitution ; but he had heard 
the opinions of Scotch lawyers upon the 
subject, and he knew that the Lord Advo- 
cate had nosuch power. Well then, sup- 
pose an attempt had been made to arrest 
Mr. Morrison : suppose that Mr. Morrison 
had thought proper to resist that arrest, and 
in so deing had killed a man; could he be 
tried and found guilty of murder, for so. 
doing? Certainly not. Observe, then, to 
what dreadful consequences this strange, 
unprecedented, and monstrous act of autho« 
rity might have led. But still farther, the 
letter went on to say, that the Lord Advo- 
cate “ would do all in-his power to prevent 
Morrison from receiving any compensa- 
tion, in case his property was pillaged by 
the enemy, or taken by the King’s troops !” 
A monstrous conclusion to a monstrous bu- 
siness! If Mr. Morrison was a man of 
feeling, he must say to himself and to his 


' friends, that he had rather the Lord Ad- 


vocate had been a tyrant with power to 
hang him immediately, than thus to hold him 
up to the wor as an object of public resent- 
ment and detestation ; as a man with whom 
no person should have any dealings or com- 
munication, by which his family, as well as 
himself, were liable to be entirely ruined 
for_ever. Besides, supposing the French 
had landed, such a proscription was likely 
to affect his life, as every one must know 
how ready a mob was to seize on such 
doctrines as lawful signals to plunder and 
pillage the object against whom they were 
directed. ‘These were the bitter sentences 
‘passed by the Lord Advocate against Mor- 
rison, and they had already operated so far 
as to make a considerable impression on 
a person of liberal education in the same 
country, who had expressed himself with 
great warmth against Morrison. Mr. Forbes, 
the sheriff substitute, had fortunately advised 
the sheriff's clerk to send a copy of the let- 
ter to Morrison, and to put the original on 
record, which gave the means to the house 
to come at it. Another circumstance, 
which clearly shewed the injustice of this 
transaction in deeper colours, was a letter 
written by the sheriff's clerk, Mr. Patrick 
Rose, to Mr. Morrison, in which he advised 
him to buy off the man “ by making him 
as handsome an allowance as possible, as 
the best means of mitigating the severity of 
the Lord Advocate.” Mr. Whitbread con- _ 
tended, that the Lord Advocate had no au- — 
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thority, even by the law of Scotland, to act 
in the unprecedented manner he had done, 
and that such a violation of the rights of the 
_ subject ought to raise the indignation of the 
-housg. It might, perhaps, be said that 
_ Morrison may have his action against the 
Lord Advocate ; but it must be very evi- 
dent, that though the Lord Advocate has 
not the legal power to do what he has done, 
he has yet very great power indeed ; and 
small weuld be the chance of such a man 
as Farmer Morrison, after all the expenses 
that must accrue, - recovering a fair compen- 
_ Station in damages from a man in the high 
official situation of the Lord Advocate. But 
even though he should recover, it became 
the bounden duty of the house to interpose 
for the protection of the subject, the honour 
of the crown, and the strict but impartial 
administration of public justice. He had 
proceeded so far on the authority of letters, 
which he believed to be true and legal ; if 
they were forgeries, he should have to beg 
pardon of the Lord Advocate for the obser- 
vations he had made, and of the house, for 
- having taken up so much of its time in vain. 
“He concluded by moving, ‘ That there be 
laid before the house a copy of so much of 
the public records of the county of Bamff, 
as contains a letter signed ©. Hope, dated 
Edinburgh, 30th Dec. 1803, and addressed 
to George Forbes, Esq. sheriff substitute of 
Bamffshire, relative to Mr. Morrison ; also, 
a copy of the letter from Mr. Geo. Forbes, 
the sheriff-substitute of the county of 
Bamff. to Mr. Patrick Rose, the sheriff's 
clerk, on the same subject ;” the question be- 
ing pat, 

The Chancellor of. the Exchequer rose, and 
spoke as follows :—Sir, it is not my inten- 
tion at present to propose any objection to 
the motion which has been made. I feel, 
on the contrary, very desirous that the papers 
called for should be laid on the table. In 
this stage of the business it would be impro- 
per for me to enter at any length into the 
discussion of this subject, and therefore I shall 
barely content myself with observing, that 
the hon. gent. who has brought forward 
this motion, has, in many instances, at- 
tempted to put constructions on the letters 
which he adverted to which in their obvious 
sense they will not bear. But to these in- 
stances I mean not at present to direct the 
attention of the house. Let the matter 
come fairly before the house, and this is 
a claim which the learned lord has in 
justice upon the house. Let the matter 
come before us fairly ; let not the minds of 
the gentlemen of this house be pre-occupied, 
put let us enter with eandour, and without 
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prejudice or passion in this affair, which | 
acknowledge to be of the highest import. 
ance. No one, Sir, can be more ready to 
acknowledge, that if a private individugl 
suffers oppression from a public man, it jg 


-a matter of the highest importance. By 


we onght to consider the motives by which 
the learned lord was actuated ; and if jt 
appear that the conduct of the noble lord 


- proceeded from the purest zeal operating on 


a strong and ardent mind acting in critical 
times ; if J say, it should be found that his 
motives of action proceeded from that ardour 
of mind which he has always manifested, 
then this particular case ought not to be too 
eagerly dwelt upon, nor ought the house 
to be too ready to condemn him. His con. 
duct has always shewn itself exemplary, and 
he has proved himself an ornament not on} 
to the public office which he holds, but to 
his country and to his friends. Such is the 
character of the learned lord; but on this 
particnlar question I mean not to enter, but 
am rather desirous, for the present, to de- 
precate discussion, and to avoid debate, | 
shall therefore only add one circumstance, 
The hon. gent. has expressed his surprise 
that the learned lord has not appeared in his 
place. Sir, no man would more readily 
meet, face to face, any charge that could 
be brought. against him; but let mein my 
turn express some surprise that since this 
business took place, in Oct. last, it has not 
been brought forward till now. I do not 
say this with a view to reflect upon the hoo, 
gent.; but it certainly does throw a suspi- 
cion upon the party concerned. This, howe 
ever, was the more unfortunate, as the Lord 
Advocate was in town lately for some weeks, 
although he is now confined by his public 
duty to Edinburgh. The letters I believe, 
im point of fact, to be genuine; and the 
learned lord has no intention to deny them. 
In the one relative to the money trans 
action, written by Rose, it is scarcely ne 
cessary to say that he had no concern, & 
the hon. gent, has thereof entirely acquilted 
him, as he certainly ought to be acquitted, 
All I desire of the house is, that when this 
business comes again forward, they will 
come to it with minds free from prejudice, 
prepared to consider the whole with candout 
and impartiality, 

Mr. Fox,—With respect, Sir, to the prine 
ciple of the motion, as bringing a most s¢ 
rious and weighty charge against the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, I shall not at present 
deliver any opinion. 1 feel the necessity of 
having a charge of such ‘magnitude fully 
and fairly discussed ; but I protest, that it's 
my wish apd hope that when the day of 
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ediscussion shall ‘come, the Lord Advocate 
may be able to make a much better défence 
‘for his conduct than has been offered by the 
right hon. gent: I hope he will be able to 
make a much better defence than merely to 
gay his condact proceeded from the exer- 
tions of an ardent and zealous mind, acting 
in critical times contrary to the law, but 
with good intentions. Gracious God ! Is it 
in this house that we are to hear this doc- 
‘trine? Is it in this house, in which we have 
heard so many discussions on the miseries 
and extravagancies of the Trench revolu- 
tion, and all the atrocities that have marked 
its different stages, that we are now, for- 
sooth, to be told that every thing is to be 
excused which proceeds from the exertions 
of an ardent and zealous mind,” ‘actihg, 
in critical times, with good intentions? If 
this is to be the received ‘doctrine, what 
crimes, or what atrocities can there be of a 
blic nature which may not stand excused ? 
The right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) has stated, 
a3.a presumption in favour of the Lord Ad- 
vocate, that whereas this transaction oc- 
curred several months ago, it had not been 
complained of till lately: it is well known, 
however, to any person who has studied the. 
history of oppression and tyranny, that it is 
one of the principal features of it, that the 
person: oppressed does not dare to complain 
against his oppressor, and therefore it might 
appear more surprising to find that a com- 
plaint has been made at all, than that it 
-was not made sooner.—As to the letter 
written by Mr. Rose, that certainly cannot 
‘be laid to the charge of the Lord Advocate, 
nor can it be at all supposed that he knew 
‘any thing of its contents, but it was very 
material in this point of view, to shew the 
consequences which might naturally be ex- 
‘pected to follow. The whole consequences 
ofan act of oppression are not always in the 
‘mind or contemplation of the oppressor ; 
but it is not enough for him to say, ‘I did 
not mean that that consequence should fol- 
‘low, when I acted oppressively and against 
the law;” therefore, my hon. friend was, 
‘in my opinion, perfectly right in stating this 
feature’ of the case, as a consequenc? which 
has taken place, and which was likely to 
‘take place, from the conduct of the Lord 
‘Advocate. What * a zealous and ardent 
mind” may intend only as an example of 
“terror, may be productive of the greatest 


Practical injuries ; and it would be an absurd 


defence to say that the impropriety of a 
man’s conduct, or the injuries resulting from 
it, should be disregarded, if only it could be 
that his int:niiois wer* good. 


Although'in a moral point of view, crimi- 
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nality may principally depend on the inten-— 
tions of the agent, yet, in every society in 


the world the essence of crimes, as cogniza- 
ble before human tribunals, deperids pritici-. 


pally on the injury it does to society. Itis — 
to preserve society from the bad consequences 
which result from the ill-conduct of indi- 
viduals, that laws are made and tribviials. 
appointed ; not so much to judge'of men’s 
intentions, which are best known to them- 
selves, but of their actions, which alone are 
open to the cognizance of the law. 1 there-: 
fore again say, that I sincerely hope the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland may be able to 
make a better defence, when his conduct 
comes to be examined, than merely to say, 
that he acted from the impulse of an ardent 
and zealous mind, and that his inclinations 
were good. I think it needless, at present, 
to say more upon the subject, as it appears 
to be allowed, on all hands, that it is one of 
such magnitude, with respect to the liberty 
of the subjects of this country, that it must, 
on a future day, meet with a full and fair 
discussion.— After a few words of’ explana- 
tion from’ Mr. Whitbread, the two motions 
were severally put and agreed to. 

Evecrion Birt. J]—Mr. J. Fitz- 
geraki moved for leave to ee in a-bill te 
amend the act of the 35th of his Majesty, 
for regulating the election of members to 
serve in parliament, as far as the same re- 
lates to frecho'ds in Ireland, under ‘the 
yearly value of £20, He stated, that the 
practice of registering at present was pro- 
ductive of the greatest mischief, and led to 
undue returns and perjury, and that the 
number of small freeholders registered last 
year amounted to £79,000. He then stated 
the manver in which his bill proposed te 
remedy that; which was, by requiring the 
registering to be at least 12 months previous 
to the election, and under thie additional 
forms he then pointed out. He ‘concluded 
by moving for leave to bring in a bill to 
amend the act of the 35th of the King, re- 
specting elections in Ireland. 

Sir John Newport said, that he perfectly 
approved of the principle of the bill. 

Sir John Stcwart observed, that great in- 
convenience might possibly result from ~- 
making any great alteration inthe terms of 
freehold leases in that country. In the 
north of Ireland, almost every weaver pos- 
sessed a freehold, and it might, in future, | 
be of the utmost importance to the interests 
of such a description of freeholders, if any 

material alteration was made in the nature 
of their tenure. Ph 
‘Mr. Bagwell described an instance of the 
‘present mode of qualification for frecholders 
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which appeared to him to be extremely im- 

per. Twenty or thirty persons were ga- 
thered round a table, not one third of whom, 
in many instances, understand a word of 
English ; an oath was read to them in En- 
glish ; and that in so complicated a form, 
as that it would require some deliberation, 
as well.as a tolerable knowledge of the 
structure of the English language, to com- 
pletely understandit. When that was done, 
the clerk, knowing that every one of them 
could mot understand the plain English 


words, * Kiss the book,” said to them, |. 


** Poag a liour,” that is, in English, “* Kiss 
the book.” Every man kissed the book ac- 
cordingly, and by that means was as well 
qualified as a man of £10,000 a year, and 
possessing the most enlightened understand- 
ing, who might have considered and read 
over the oath at his leisure.—Leave was 
- then given to bring in the bill. 
Hi. Lascelles moved, that the second reading 
of the woollen clothiers’ bill should be fixed 
for to-morrow. . 


Admiral Berkeley reminded the ‘hon, 


member that another question of consider- 
able importance already stood for to-mor- 
row. He therefore suggested that the read- 
ing of the bill should be postponed to a 
future day.—After a few othey observations 
from Mr. Wilberforce, Lord Temple, &c. 
in which the thinness of the house was 
urged as a consideration that should induce 
the house nut to make any order on the 
businéss, Lord Temple moved, that the 
house be counted —The house was accord- 
ingly counted, and there being only 35 meme 
bers present, an adjournment immediately 
took place, 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, June 7, 1804. 


fAvuespury Ecvecrion Birt. }—On the 
order of the day being moved for the second 
reading of the Aylesbury bribery bill, 

Lord Grenville rose and stated, that how: 
ever consonant to his own ideas the provi- 


sions of this bill might be, and however. 


much he might think them founded in jus- 
tice and propriety, it was not his intention, 
if a single member of that house disapproved 


of it, or thought that sufficient evidence of- 


the utility of it did not already ex'st, to press 
it on their lordships’ consideration, until 
they had farther investigated its principles. 
He should therefore move, that witnesses 
be heard in support of the allegations of the. 
petitioners for the bill; and, as few of their 


PARL, DEBATES, 7, 1604.— Aylesbury Election Bill, 
m= | lordships possessed that legal knowledge , 
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which might restrain the evidence within 


legal bounds, he should propose that counsel 
assist to examine the witnesses. He said, 


he did this to meet the wishes of the other 


noble lords, for he was still persuaded that 
the evidence produced in the committee. of 
the other house, was sufficient ground for 
their lordships to proceed on with regard to 
this bill. He then moved, that the second 
reading of the bill be postponed till Monda 
next. 
The Lord Chancellor assented to this 
course, provided it was understood their 
lordships called in counsel for their own as. 
sistance. He would again observe, hows 
ever, that no case, whatever may be its 
enormity, could persuade him that it was fit 
to pass this bill, on a partial principle, and 
violating the constitution, as it did. He 
would also say, that he should be glad that 


the noble lords were convinced how impose 


sible it was to-consider the matter given in 
evidence before the committee of the other 
house, as legal evidence for their lordships’ 
consideration, 

The second reading of the bill was then 


- postponed till Monday, and witnesses were 


examined in support of the bil] by Mr, 
Plomer and Mr. Gazelee, and cross-exas 
mined by Mr. Adam and Mr. Dampier, 
couusel against the bill. Their evidence re. 
lated chiefly to the distribution of money te 
the electors, as already stated in the printed 


minutes of the examinations before the 


mittee of the House of Commons. A wits 
ness, named John Toms, stated, that since 
his examination before the committee of the 
‘House of Commons, he had made a mes 


| morandum of the names of voters who had 
| acknowledged to him, between that time 


and the present, that they had received part 
of the money distributed at the election. 
Their lordships ordered that this witness 
should go to Aylesbury for this memoran- 
dum, which he stated, he had left at home; 
and the deputy serjeant at arms was ordered 
to accompany him, for the purpose of stat: 
ing to the house the circumstances under 
which the paper shall be found. He was 
given to understand, that his being accom- 
panied by the officer alluded to, was not 
intended to render him uneasy. but to give 
due weight to his evidence. He was then 
conducted from the bar, and the house ad. 
journed, 
‘HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, June'7, 1804. 


[Mixores.] — The right hon, George 


Rose took the oaths and his seat, on his re- 
. @lection for Christchurch.—A petition, pre- 


sented by Mr. Latouche, from the corn 


‘merchants of Dublin, and others concerned 


in the Irish corn trade, with respect to the 
state of thé corn trade between Ireland and 
Zagland, &c. was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble; as was a petition, presented by Mr. 
Dent, from the merchants of Liverpool, 
concerned in the slave trade, against the bill 
for the abolition of that trade. Counsel was 
ordered to be heard upon the:latter petition. 
The second reading of the woollen clo- 


- thiers’ regulation bili was, on the motion of 


Mr. Lascelles, postponed til] to-morrow.— 
Mr. Rose mentioned, that a place in the 
duchy of Lancaster had fallen, by reversion, 
into the possession of a member of that 
house; and doubts being entertained whe- 
ther such member was, in consequence of 


circuinstance, obliged to vacate his 


seat, the right hon. gent. gave notice, that 
he would to-morrow bring forward a mo- 
tion, which should have for its object to re- 
move those doubts.—On the motion of Mr. 
Rose, the house proceeded to the order of 
the day for taking into consideration the 
last report of the committee on the Liskeard 
election petition, in which it was resolved, 
“that Joho Dayman, the under-sheriff of 
Cornwall, had acted contrary to his duty, 
and to the privileges of parliament.” He 
then moved, that the charge against John 
Dayman be heard at the bar of the house on 
Monday next; that a copy of the said 
charge be sent to him; and that he be at 
liberty to be heard by counsel. Ordered.— 
Mr. H. Thornton presented a petition from 
several insolvent debtors, praying for relief. 
On the motion of Mr. S. Bourne, the 
committees of supply of ways and means 
were put off till to-morrow ; and the com- 
mittee on the Irish revenue regulation bill 


"was put off till Monday'se’nnight. 


(Conpuct or Jupes-Fox ]—Sir James 
Stewart rose, pursuant to the notice he had 
given, to call the attention of the house to 
the conduct of Mr. Justice Fox, of the court 
of common pleas, in Ireland. He was ex- 
tremely sorry that the painful duty should 
be imposed on him, of bringing forward a 
serious charge against a person holding so 
bigh and honourable a situation as that of 
one of the judges of the land. But when 
uch persons made an impreper use of their 
authority, it-was the duty of parliament to 
enquire into their conduct. The hon: bart. 
then recapitulated the leading points of a 


‘petition, which he held in his. hand, and - 


which, he said, came from a very respect- 
able magistrate in the north of Ireland, He 
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then presented the petition, which was read 


by'the clerk. Jt purported to be the, peti+ 
tion of Jolin Hart, of Ballymagard, in the 
liberties of the city of Londonderry, and set 
forth, ‘« that the petitioner is possessed 
considerable estates, situate chiefly in the 
counties of Donegall and Londonderry, and 
has usually, for many years past, served asa 
grand juror for the said counties, and in that 
capacity the petitioner attended at the Jast 
summier assizes for the county of Dotegall, 
the hon. Luke Fox, one of the justices of 
the court of common pleas in Ireland, then 
presiding as a judge in the crown court of 
the said coviity ; and that a person, named 
Anderson Dobson, was put on his trial,at ~ 
the said assizes, for a misdemeanor, in hay- | 
ing procured a titagistrate to sign an affidas 
vit, purporting to have been made toaccount 
for the due expenditure of public money ia 
making a road, without having actually ade 
ministered the oath. to the person stated: to 
have made the affidavit, and which person, 
together with the petitioner, had been ap- 
pointed overseers by the grand jury to a 
the said road ; and that he did pot at allkact 
or interfere in) making the said road, but 
altogether left the business to the other overs 
seer so appointed ; and that the petitioner, 
on the said trial, was called upon, by the 
said Anderson Dobson, to bear testimony 
to his being a man of a fair and honest 
character, which testimony the petitioner 
did give; and the evidence being closed, 
Mr. Justice Fox, in charging the jaryowho 
tried the issue, stated what the petitioner 
had sworn, and, in animadyerting op his 
testimony, said, “ but who, geatlemen, will 
‘* give a character of this Mr. Hart, degrad« 
ed and disgraced as he is by this. transace 
“ tion, which will intail eternal infamy and 
“ disgrace on his posterity?” though the 
petitioner had not, in apy manner, been 
concerned in the transaction which caused 
the said trial ; nor was any evidence then, 
or at any time, given to warrant even asuse 
picion that the petitioner could be guilty of 
such an offence; ahd that the jury having 
retired, remained some time enclosed, when - 
they were sent for by Mr. Justice Fox, and 
asked if they had agreed to their verdict, and 
they informed him,’ that. they were divided 
in opinion, that some of them were for find- 
ing the said Dobson guilty, and others were 
for acquitting him ; and those that were for 
acquitting him said they had no doubt of 
his having: prevailed on the magistrate to 
sign the said affidavit, without having ad- 
ministered any oath to the person who was 
stated to have sworn it, which they thought 


was a bad act, .but they didnot think he bad 
Lia 
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been guilty of any such fraud as was laid | 
in the indictment, he not having pocketed . 
any thing: by it, or words to that effect ; | 


and that the jury having again retired, the 
_ were enclosed till about half past 7 o’cloc 
in the evening, when Mr. Justice Fox sent 
forthem; and, on their coming into court, 
they' said they were still divided in opinion, 
whereupon. Mr. Justice Fox desired «them 
togo back to their jury room, and con- 
cluded, by saying, if they did not agree 
in ‘ten’ minutes, «he would adjourn the 
court till.6 o'clock on Monday morning, ‘it 
being: then Saturday ; whereupon the jury 
retired, and not having agreed within the 
time -which they were limited by Mr. 
Justice Fox, he did adjourn the court till 
Monday morning, and proceeded to dinner 
with the grand jury; but, before he got 
to the head of the dinner room,. and din- 
ner not having been served, he was .fol- 
_ lowed by the sub-sheriff, who informed him, 
that the jury had agreed; to which Mr. 
Justice Fox replied, “they may cool their 
** consciences till 6 o'clock on Monday 
‘* morning 3" and the jury, . being under 
the necessity of remaining enclosed till the 
Monday following, and having again re- 
_ turned to their former opinions in conse~ 
quence of their confinement, they were 
on that day conveyed to the verge of the 
county, and discharged’ by the said judge ; 
and:that he was not present in court at the 
time .when Mr. Justice Fox used the ex- 
pressions above stated reflecting on the 
petitioner, and, not being informed of it, 
the petitioner, early on Sunday morning, 
waited) on the judge at his lodgings, where 
he: found him accompanied by: the clerk of 
the. crown ; the petitioner said, that he 
came to make a request. which he hoped 
‘ would not be considered unreasonable, 
as the business of the grand jury was over, 
and nothing remained for them to do but to 
pass the presentments: Mr. Justice Fox 
asked, Pray, Sir, what:is it?” to which 
‘tie petitioner answered, that be hoped he 
would ‘permit him to return to,Derry on 
that day, as he had ordered a meeting ‘of 
the inhabitants of the lower Hberties of 
Derry, by- public advertisement, at i2 
o'clock on the next day, for the purpose 


of forniing a corps of yeomanry for the de- | 


fenee of the country. Mr. F ance Fox 
thereupon said, Sir; you know 
‘*¢ duty, and I-know mine; your attend- 
“* ance. to-morrow is indispensably neces- 


“* sary;” upon which the petitioner retired; 


iand Mr. Justice Fox having. gone into court 
‘about a quarter of an hour afier 6 o'clock 


the Monday (which -was the 2 jth of 


Aug. last) directed that the crown solicit 
should be called, and he having appeared, 
Mr. Justice Fox: addressed him in these 


| words; “Go, Sir, and do as I directed you 


** yesterday ;” upon which the crown ‘0. 
licitor went out of court, and took one Wil. 
liam Chambers, the conservator of the roads 


(who had. been the principal prosecutor of 


Dobson) with him; the grand jury (amongst 
whom the petitioner attended) having been 
previously called over, and attending in 
court, the crown solicitor and Chambers 
having shortly afterwards returned, and 
Mr, Justice Fox thereupon ordered a mai 
gistrate, who was. then standing in court, 
to take Chambers’ examination against the 
petitioner, and an information, ready drawn 
out, was then produced by the crown so. 
licitor, which information, the petitiorer 
has reason to believe, was prepared by the 
instruction, and under the imisediate au- 
thority and direction, of Mr. Justice Fox 
himself; and that the crown solicitor hays 
ing handed the information to the magis. 
trate who had been ordered to take it, the 
magistrate was proceeding to read it, con- 
ceiving it his duty soto do before he should 
examine ard swear any person to the truth 
of its contents, upon which Mr. Justice Fox 
reprimanded him for so doing, and would 
not permit him to read it, which induced 
the magistrate to express surprize thathe 
should be ordered to take or subscribe an 
information which he had not read previoas 
to its being sworn ; however, by the'com- 
mand of the said judge, the magistrate 
administered the usual oath, and tovk 
the said information; and that, as soon 
as the information was thus swern; Mr 
Justice Fox turned towards the grand ju- 
rors (with whom the petitioner then was) 
and said, he had much concern in calling 
the attention of tte grand jury to another 
subject of much moment; that a member 
of the grand. inquest of the county stood 
charged before him with a very atrocious 
offence ; he then proceeded to state, that 
Anderson Dobson had been ‘put upon his 
trial before him on Saturday, and he de- 
tailed very minutely the evidence which 
had -been given on the trial; he said, » that 


-after the. evidence shad been closed, and 


the trial over, Mr. Hart had come on the 
table of himself (which the petitioner de- 
nies to have been true, the petitioner hay- 
ing been called on by the said Dobson in his 
defence) to give a character of the traverser; 


and that when he came to animadvert to the. 
petit jury on that part of the evidence so 


given by the petitioner, he had thqught.it 
his duty to say, “ who, gentlemen, wo 


| | | 


give a character of this Mr. Hart, de- 
« graded and ‘disgraced as he was by an 
« infamous crime, by which he has intail- 
eddisgrace on his posterity, and infamy 
on his character and name ?” Mr. Justice 


Fox then: proceeded to apply the evidence 


sostated by him to have been given against 


Mr; Dobson to the petitioner, and stated, — 


that in. consequence of such flagrant con- 
duct, he had directed the crown solicitor to 
prosecute him ; and, an examination hav- 
ing been sworn, he must order. him 
into the dock, and desired the sheriff to 
take the petitioner into custody, where- 


_apon the petitioner was taken into custody 
‘by the sub-sheriff, and placed in front of 


the bar, where traversers usually stand for 


trial; which being perceived by Mr. Jus- 


tice Fox, he directed that the petitioner - 


should be put to the bar, in consequence of 
which direction the sub-sheriff then put him 
in the place where felons are arraigned, 
and receive sentence; and the petitioner 
being placed in that degrading situation, 
and standing as a convicted felon ab »ut to 
receive the judgment of thelaw, Mr. Jus- 
tice Fox contumeliously asked him, what 
have you, Sir, to say?» you are now at li- 
berty to go on, addressing him in the style 


and manner as if he were really a convict- 
edfelon; but the petitioner being so affect- 


ed and confounded by an address so violent 
and-unexpected, and from being placed in 
public and so degrading: a situation, 
could at first scarcely articulate a word 
with an audible voice, but having recover- 
ed a little from his embarrasment and dis- 
‘tress of mind, he did make a few observa- 
tions, afler which he was obliged to listen 
silently toa most reproachful address from 
Mr. Justice Fox, who, whilst the petitioner 


‘was incustody, untried, and in the hear- 


‘ing of those whose duty it would be to 
put the prisoner upon his trial, and to de- 
cide upon his guilt or innocence, and hold- 
ing up the petitioner to the resentment and 
indignation of his country, amongst other 
things, addressed the petitioner in the fol- 
lowing words: “ You have charged me, 
asa judge sent to administer justice, 
“. with criminal conduct, because I direct- 
** ed you should be-put upon your trial for 


most infamous eriine. Whether the 


* agitation in which [ see you proceeds 


from a sense iof insulted honour or de- 


* tected guilt, from a wounded spirit or 


“* habitual depravity, I know not; but I | 
“can only artribute your conduct to a 


-“ hardened. sense of being used to such 


“ malpractices. A charge of the most 


“ enormous nature is made against you, 
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“. disgracing the grand inquest of the coun» 
“ try, notin their persons, but yours,’* 
Mr. Justice Fox, in the course of the ads 
dress, expressed his determination of res 
turning the ensuing circuit for the express 
purpose of trying the petitioner, and in the 
hearing of the grand jury, declared that, 
if they should hesitate in finding the. bill.of 
indictment, he would direct the solicitor 
for the crown to apply to the Court of 
King’s Bench for an iuformation against the 
petitioner; and that Mr. Justice Fox, in 
furtherance of such his avowed determinas 
tion to return next cireuit for the purpose 
of trying the petitioner himself, desired 
that his lodgings should be kept forhims 
and that, after he had remained some time 
in the dock, without knowing what Mr, 
Justice Fox’s further intentions were, or 
for what alleged crime or offence the pe- 
titioner was then committed, and placed in 
the common felons’ dock, Mr. Justice Fox 
informed the petitioner, that, as it. wds 
then too late to have an indictment prec 
pared, the petitioner might give bail; and 
directed that the petjtioner showld be 
bound in 1,000l. and two sureties in cool. 
each, for the petitioner's appearance’ to 
take. his trial at the ensuing assizes for the 
offence contained in the said examination, . 
which the said judge would not suffer to 
be read, or even stated, but which offence, 
be it what it might, the said Mr. Justice Fux 


had prejudged, and pronounced the peti- 


tioner to have been guilty of. The petitioner, 
therefore, entered into such security, ‘and 
was accordingly released, but remained so 
but a short time ;: for, shortly after the 
petitioner. was so. released, the said judge 
did again order the petitioner to be taken 
again into custody, on an allegation that 
the petitioner had: entered into some con- 
versation with some of the jurors after 
they had been locked up for the purpose of 
considering their verdict on the trial of the 
said Dobson, and directed the petitioner 
to be prosecuted for such offence, and’ ac= 
cordingly the petitioner, at the ensuing  as- 
sizes, was tried and acquitted of such 
charge; and that the petitioner attended, 
as he was bound, at the ensuing assizes, 
and no bill having been sent up against the 
petitioner for the said alleged offence, for 
which the petitioner had been so commit- 
ted to the felons’ dock by Mr. Justice Fox, 
the petitioner instructed his counsel to ask 
the crown solicitor, in court, on the se- 
cond day of the assizes, whether the pro- 
secution was intended to be abandoned, 


-and he replied, that he believed it was net 


intended: to send up a bill of indictment 


| 


230) 


against the petitioner ; and that the peti- 
tioner, believing there was no charge’con: 


tained in Chambers’ said information against . 


the petitioner that would, in the opinion 
of the lawyers concerned on the part of 
_ the crown, warrant the grand jury to find 
a bill of indictment on it against the peti- 
tioner, and the petitioner feeling it ex- 
‘tremely unjust and oppressive to have such 
_ a charge undisposed of, did again instruct 
his counsel, and they did apply to the 
court, on the last day of the assizes, to 
make the crown solicitor either send up an 
indictment, or that the petitioner, and his 
sureties, might be discharged from their 
recognizances ; whereupon the crown so- 
licitor handed an indictment to the clerk of 
the crown to take up to the grand jury ; 
and that the grand jury did ignore said bill, 
as no charge whatever appeared to war- 
rant it on the face of the information 
which had been taken under thedirection of 
Mr. Justice Fox himself, and on the autho- 
rity of which he thought proper to commit 
the petitioner to the dock, and hold him 


up torhis country as guilty of some foul and 


disgraceful crime: and that the petitioner 

esumes to represent these facts to the 
Pense; conceiving that the rights of the 
subjects of this realm have been grossly and 
wilfully violated in his person, and as he 
has no means of redress by appeal to any 


court of law, or of vindicating hischaracter 


from the imputations most unjustly thrown 
upon him, submits the consideration of this 
case to the house, involving a subject of 
equal importance to the public and the in. 
dividual, and in which parliament alone is 
competent to give redress."—On the mo- 
tion that this petition should be laid on the 
table, 
Francis rose to ask, before the order 
should be made, whether it was the inten- 
tion of the hon. baronet to take any pro- 
ceeding grounded upon this petition? = 
Sir J. Stewart replied, that after the 
petition should lie a certain time on the 
table for the examination of the members, 
he certainly did intend to move that it should 
be referred to the consideration of a com- 
_guittee of the whole house. 
(Derury Serjeant at Arms.]—Sir_ 
Charles Morgan rose to eall the attention of 
. the house to a subject which, he was con- 
- fident, would not fail to interest its liberality. 
It was to the case of a very old and faithful | 


servant of that house, their late deputy- | 


Serjeant at arms, Mr. Clementson, who, 
after having discharged the duties of -that 
office with the most scrupulous and indefati- 
gable diligence and fidelity for 35 years, 
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had now, ia the 7oth year of his age, re. 


tired from the arduous avocations of that 
office. Having witnessed his faithful ser, 
vices during so many successive parliaments, 
he was persuaded that his conduct, durin 

so long a series of years, in that importan 

otfice, must have attracted the notice, ang 
even the approbation of the house, he trust- 
ed that the motion he was this day about to 
make, for some provision for that faithful 
officer,-in his old age, as a mark of appros 
bation to this long and irreproachable diss 
charge of his duty, would readily meet the 
assent of the house. Heconcluded by mov~ 
ing, “* That an humble address be presents 
ed to his Majesty, praying that he would 
be graciously pleased to order some provi- 


sion to be made for Johu Clementson, Esq, . 


who has for near 35 years, faithfully and dis 


ligently executed the office of deputy ser. 


jeant at arms attending this house, and who, 
on account of his long and laborious ser. 
vices, and advanced time of life, has lately 
resigned the same.” : 

General Norton rose to second the mo- 
tion. He observed,. that every man who 
served the public faithfully and diligently, 
during the greater and the better part of his 
life, is entitled to a comfortable provision 
for the remainder of it. He had observed 
how Mr. Clementson had conducted himself 
in his office, and approved it ; but what 
was still more important in his view, a rela- 


tion of his who filled that chair, had ex- — 


pressed to him his entire approbation of Mr, 
Clementson, as an officer, for which reasoh 
he heartily concurred in the motion. . 
Mr. Addington most cheerfully concurred 
in the motion, and could not deny him- 
self the satisfaction of rising to express his 
approbation of the faithful and exemplary 
conduct of Mr. Clementson, daring the 12 
years in which he had an opportunity of 
experiencing his deserts, by the scrupulous 
and indefatigable discharge of his arduous 
doties. He believed it had been the good 
fortune of Mr. Clementson to conduct him- 
self, not only without offence to any, but 
with satisfaction to all. It happened to him, 
during a period of twelve*years, not only 
2s a member of the house, but in an official 
situation, to have many opportanities of 
observing the extraordinary diligence, the 
prudence, and’propriety of the conduct of 
Mr. Clementson. He was confident that 
gent. was worthy of the favour now pro- 
posed, and certainly nothing would be more 
honourable than to be recommended by that 
house to the marked regard of the Sove- 
reign; to this Mr. Clementson had entitled 


himself, by the zeal, fidelity, and diligence 


| | 
| 
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| 
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which, during the period of 35 years, 


had executed the orders of that house.— 
The motion was agreed to nem. con., and 
the address was ordered to be presented by 


such members as are of his Majesty's most . 
_ hon, privy council. 


{Paize Acency Bixt,j]—The order. of 
the day was now read for the second reading 
of the bill for the better regulation of the 
business of prize agents. 

Mr. Dickenson, jun. rose and observed, 
that he thought the bill a measure of such 
reat importance, and as affecting the inte- 
rests of so great a body of men as the whole 
of the prize agents of this country, and the 
whole of the officers and men of his Majes- 
ty’s navy, that some further time ought to 
be given before the house was called upon 
to decide finally on the measure. The 
Board of Admiralty, he said, had taken the 
subject into consideration, but found it so 
complicated, and involving so many contra- 
ry interests, that they had not yet come to 
any decision upon it. He hoped, therefore, 
there would be no objection to postponing 
the second reading till Tuesday se'nnight. 

Mr. Addington rose to remind the house, 
that this bill had already been a considerable 
time pending ; that it was founded upon the 
report from the commissioners of inquiry 
into naval abuses, of which abuses, those of 
prize agents formed a considerable part, and 
was made so long since as last July; that 


- his hon. friend (Captain -Markham), had 


brought forward the bill so long since as 
February last; that although various causes 


_ had since occurred to delay the progress of 


this bill, yet it was one of great importance, 
because it went to rectify and ascertain the 


_ mode by which the sailors of the British 


navy, who fought the battles of their coun- 
try, were to receive fairly the produce of the 
prizes they had won, as the remuneration of 
their gallantry. The session was already so 
far advanced, that any farther delay would 
risk the loss of this bill in the present year. 
The house would recollect, that on appoint- 


_ ing commissioners to inquire into the abuses 


in the naval department, the subject of prize 
agency was one to which, in a very particu- 
lar manner, they had directed the vigilance 
of the commissioners. The object of -the 
present bill, founded, as it was, upon the 
result of minute inquiry, was to ‘establish 
the most rapid mode of decision possible, 
by which the British captors of lawful prizes 


Might be enabled to obtain their tights, and 


to appoint a safe place of deposit for the pro- 
ceeds of their captures, until such time as 


: their rights should be ascertained, and where 


they might apply for information, or pay- 


ment, in the proper time, instead of being 
left at the mercy of prize agents. Against 
the principle of the bill he was confident 
there could not be, nor did he understand 
that any objection was likely to arise; but 
he trusted, that the circumstance of the pre+ 
sent Admiralty Board not having had time, 
in the multiplicity of their concerns, to come 
to any decision upon the bill, would not be 
allowed to operate with the house, as a rea- 
son for further delaying, beyond this day, 
the second reading, which would acknowe 
ledge the principle at least. But if the govt. 
would even pledge itself to support the bill 
in the next session, it would afford high sa- 
tisfaction to his mind, and render him the 
less anxious about pressing it forward at so 
late a period as the present. 
Mr. Pitt said, that his hon. friend, in nam- 
ing a particular day for the second reading of _ 
the bill, which, for the reasons he had as- 
signed, he thought more eligible than the 
present, ought fairly to be understood as giv« 
ing a proof of his intention to go on that 
into the discussion: but, really, upon look 
ing into the bill, it was found. to contain 
many points so extremely knotty, and so 
likely to excite mach difference of opinion 
in the detail, that the Board of Admiralty, 
in the tultiplicity of important concerns 
which had pressed upon them since their ac» 
cession to office, had not time to give it the 
necessary deliberation, so as to make up their 
minds on the bill. His Majesty’s govt. 
would, therefore, give no pledge upon the 
subject one way ‘or the other: they would 
not content themselves with saying the prins 
ciple was a good one, and therefore pass the 
bill without examination or comment. They 
did not chuse to amuse the house with empty 
words, or pledge themselves to the adoption 
of a measure without examination or altera- 
tion; nor did he think the matter so » 
pressing, after so long a delay as it had al- 
ready experienced, to defer it only fora few 
days longer. This species of argument, he 
was syre, had little chance of being satisfac- 
tory to the hon. gent. who spoke last, and 
who, notwithstanding the delay the bill had 
already experienced under his auspices, was 
ready to defer it till next session, But it was 
pretty extraordinary that though the bill was. 
alleged to be founded upon a report so re- 
mote as the month of July last, and the bill 
brought forward so early as last February, 
the hon. gent. who thought it now so ur- 
gently necessary, did not take a much earlier 
opportunity, when he might have so done, 
to press it forward with more expedition. 
Mr. Johnstone could not but disagree with . 
both the right hon, gentlemen who spoke 
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last; as the former had procrastinated for so 
many months the progress of a measure 


which he seemed to think so pressing, and. 


the latter and his colleagues had had full 
time enough since ‘their accession to power 
to investigate the subject ; and also, as it was 
understood from the secretary of the treasury 
on the last day this order was postponed, that 
the second reading should take place this 


day. Upon the principle and detail of the: 


bill before the house, the hon. member re- 
served the declaration of his sentiments till 
another opportunity, of which he should 
avail himself, to’shew that much complaint 
connected with this subject lay against the 
Court of Appeals, whose conduct was a re- 
proach to the administration of justice in this 
country. 
Mr. Sturges Bourne denied that he had 
given any thing like a pledge, that the busi- 
néss should come on this day; when he re- 
quested it might be postponed, his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Pitt) had not at that time taken 
_ his seat, and he certainly did not mean to 
give any pledge that was to govern his con- 
duct. Business of importance pressed at 
this moment on the Admiralty Board; and 
as it was impossible for them to decide upon 
a measure which went to establish another 
Board, they wished to put off the the consi- 
deration of it for some time longer. 


Mr. R. Ward thought the right hon. gent. — 


(Mr. Addington) would find himself mista- 
ken in supposing that no member could ob- 
ject to the principle of this bill. For his own 
part, he thought it very objectionable. It 
proposed to introduce a new code quite dif- 
ferent from that which’ has existed since 
the reign of Queen Anne, and to erect a 
new office under the direction of the Board 
of Admiralty, with salaries of £6,000 a year. 
Every man in the navy, below the rank of 
captain, was also to be deprived of the right 
of nominating his own agent; and that con- 
trol over the proceeds of prize money while 
an appeal was pending, which seamen now 


had in consequence of a late act, was to be. 


done away.—After a few words from Capt. 
Markham and Dr. Laurence, the second 
reading of the bill was postponed till Tues- 
day se’nnight. 

(Stave Trapve.J—Mr. Wilberforce mov- 
ed the order of the day for the second read- 
ing of the bill for the abolition of the slave 
trade. 

Mr. Foster intreated the hon. member to 
allow precedence to another order of the day, 
for going into a committee on the petition of 


the Trish Jinen manufacturers, as it-was 


a subject of the most pressing importance, 
_ involving the interests of the staple commo- 
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dity of Ireland, and upon which the petition 
of all the linen manufacturers and merchants 
in Ireland, were before the house; besides, 
the Irish great linen market at Dublin was 


te be from the middle to the end of ‘the — 


month, and all the great orders for exportae 
tion remained pending the decisions of the 
house upon the subject. - 

Mr. Wilberforce said, it was possible to ace 
commodate both ; for as the debate upon the 


slave trade bill might take place in a future: 


stage, namely, on the motion for the speak. 
er’s leaving the chair, previously to going 
into a committee, all that he meant to press 
that evening was, merely the second readin 
of the bill, and the hearing of counsel and 
examination of evidence. 

Earl Temple said, that as the mail for the 


West Indies was to depart this night, he 


could not consent to suffer the anxiety which 
the planters must feel upon this subject, to 
be aggravated by hearing that a bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade was allowed to 
be read a second time without any observa- 
tion against it. ‘i 
Mr. Pitt said, that however important 
the noble lord might conceive it to be, that 
the West India mail of this night should 
carry with it the decision of the house upon 
this question, he feared if the house should 
even go into a debate upon the bill, that the 
mail would have taken its departure before 
the house would have formed its decision. 
He was, therefore, for acceding to the pro- 
position of Mr. Wilberforce, as the day on 
which counsel were to be heard on bills, 
however important, did not happen to be 
days of full attendance, and as it would be 
too late an hour to go into debate, after evi- 
dence should have been gone through, and 
the arguments of counsel concluded. ' 
Sir Lawrence Parsons thought the subject 
of the slave trade abolition was, under ex- 


isting circumstances, a new subject to most _ 


of the members of that house. Jn the year 


1796 a bill had passed that house for abo- 


lishing the African slave trade after a limit- 
ed period ; but then it was upon a principle 
agreed on, that in the interim measures 
should be taken for increasing the native po- 


pulation of the West India islands. Was: 


the house, then, prepared to proceed witha 
bill of this magnitude, without inquiring 
what progress had been made in this respect? 
A correspondence of considerable length had 
taken place between the sec. of state and the 
West India govt. upon this subject, the pa- 


upon which were now lyifg on the 


ble. He was confident that notten, or even 
five, members of the house Had read those 
papers. He was even sure the’ hon. mem- 
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who introduced: the bill not read 
them; “he, therefore, hoped the house would 
not be'precipitated to.a decision upon.aisub- 
iect which occupied 7O millions of capital, 
which produced 2. millions of revenue, which 
brought to the country § millions of pro- 
duce, and enabled us toexport 4 millions of 

ce, until those papers were: printed, 
and time allowed to members for due consi+ 
deration. He was as much an advocate: for 
the'abolition of the slave trade as any mem- 
ber of the house, nevertheless, he wished 
the house to proceed with deliberation, and 


not in its furor to promote the purposes of | 


humanity towards the West India slaves, to 
defeat those purposes. 

«Mr. Wilberforce stated, that he had read 
the papers alluded to by the hon. bart., and 
would have thought himself culpable:not to 
look over documents’ which bad now ‘been 
above a month on the table, and which were 
so intimately connected: with a subject: in 
which he felt such a particular interest. 

- Mr. Dickenson said, that the petition of the 
West India merchants had only been receiv- 
edthe day before, and that, therefore, suffi- 
cient time had not been given to members to 
turn their minds to the subject. He then 
‘moved, that instead ofthe word “now,” 
the words ‘this day se’nnight” should be 

Mr. Rose said, that a pamphlet had: been 
just published, and::had. very widely ciren- 
lated, which he knew:had produced a strong 
impression upon the minds of the members 
of that house (we understood the right hon. 
gent. to allude to a pamphlet entitled, 16 A 
concise View. of the Question regarding the 
Slave Trade.”) This impression was such, 
that he wished the. house to decline coming 
to ee decision upon this impor- 


Mr. Wilberforce thonght, that as the house | 


had-determined on thesecond reading of the 
bill for that evening, no sort of objection 
could be rationally taken on the ground 
of surprise. 
sure were perfectly attentive.to their own in- 
terests. Eye had seen the counsel im his way 
tothe house, whose habits of industry and 
attention were, he was sure, sufficient to 


bring them before the house perfectly pre- 


pared for the question. As to the pamphlet 
alludedto, he had read it with great pleasure 
and approbation, but he could not see what 


improper effect it could have. Was the honse 


tobe supposed to be taken captive by that 
80 as to require another week to enable 

to recover their judgment?. 

Mr. Fuller opposed the bill. It -was. by 


Meddling with the coloniés in this. way that 


Vor. II, 
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the bill this day.74, 


Those who opposed themea- | 
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the French broke down their-manarchy: ;By 
the operation’of this) measure: persons Avers 
about to be plundered ‘of%one of ther finest 
properties:under the candpy: of heaven; vin 
order to gratify’ ildesigning: insothis 
country. il fs tad 
Sir Young spoke 'in favour of farther 
delay. It was no-contest of 
tory’s sake, but a question on whichdepend> 
ed the fate of the empires 
Lord Castlereagh. thought thatthe «great 
mass of information onthe tablesshould have 
been printed forthe advantage of the menr- 
bers:of that house. could nobcome 
perly to the discussion without’a knowledge 
of the details, » He wasia friend to the abo: 
lition, but in-lookingyto that object he dif- 
fered widely. from the mode proposed: by his 
hon. friend. The house, on formed occasions, 
in voting for abolition, had always imview 
abolition with regulation; butabolitionwith- 
regulation had been always ejected! His 
hon. friend, heswas. well assured,! proceeded 
on the principles.of a benevolent’ andwigtus 
ous mind ; but theexperienceofi former 
positions, both:in this and 
sufficed to shew:that he had not, in thecpre> 
‘sent instance, taken ithe ‘most’ pradenthand 
discreet line. Yo sf F 
Mr. Foséer'said: he was a friend to theako» 
lition of the slave trade,;oand would soppoct 
the present bill.. His!ntotive, 'in-wishing»td 
pat-it off, was ‘in order that the question’ 6f 
the Irish linen: trade’ might® come ‘on . first, 
But as the debate now stoody he would bring 
on that business 'to-morrow)! 101009 
Mr. Dennis arfciend 
to the: principle of the: bill 9 bat, before’he 
voted for it, he wished tor. further infornia 
tion.+A division then place; when 
there appeared, for the second rcadingeof 
For. postponing it:66. 
—When strangers were: re-admitted>intd 
the:gallery, to bib od iad 
Sir WV. Young was opposing the setond 
reading of the bith condemned! the 
hastyomanner' in’ which ‘the 
proceeding? to: push this dill.“ He thought 
much niore time ought fo: be-givew for? the 
serious consideration a suek 
vast importance, notonly to our West-Tridia 
islands, but» to'the great botly wf mercliants 
in) this ‘country, engaged” inthe “trdde' x0 
Africa. He contended; that the'passing ofa 
measure, like the présént) was’ less 
than aoproscription Uf colonists lef the 
West-Indiespand an unjustifiatle attacleepon 
their propertys: wes 
a@ member of thesociety which’ Hai ‘dotie so 
much ‘towards °explorifig ‘the ‘interior of 
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: last, ofthe high state of civilization in which | orMr. Francis rose torspeak ‘to order. He 


the A fricans.were, .He observed, that) the 
Were acctstomed to slavery in their 
ewmeountry, andthe taking them ‘to. an- 
other:quarter of the globe, was therefore no 

great hardship. He adverted to our:reve- 

mat: fiom the, West-Lidies; and the great 


@dvantage: which the: empire derived from 


‘the-colonies; all which benefits would be lost 
_ if this measure were to succeed. oe 
deo8ir Milbank thought that the delay of 
 eatrying the-dbolition into effect, after the 
rouse had'so Jong: since: decidedly come to 
_ @oresolation for ‘that | purpose, much 
a.revolt than the pass: 
dog the present bill: “The cultivation of 
islands;cight be; carried om fully’ by: pro- 
anotidg the increase of the: present negroes, 
andiebythe,vaid .of chorsés, asses, or ma- 


- . 


William Smith seid: it was not a 
for it -had been before: the 
ihouserfon 12 years. parallel with the 
_ megroés::of St. Domingoindid not hold. It 
snot: surprising if these did not spare ; 
forifiever any thing was more disgraceful to 
dwamati; nature than. ordinary, it was the 
feonduct>of the French. settlers in St. Do- 
mingo. e conduct of the govt., or of its 


_ agents, was such, that it might provoke not 


sonly uncivilized negroes, but the most pa- 
‘@ient'.of Christians to retaliate. But the 
-‘UAfricans were slaves in their own country— 
_ true, but it was patriarchal slavery, and 
different from ours as day from night. 
He contended that policy, no less than hu- 
mabity, called'for this measure; but, at any 
sdte; those who argued against its policy, 
ought) first to*have shewn that the ‘slave 
trade was reconcileable. to the rules of 
John: Wrottesley considered the. bill.as 
founded upon correct notions of humanity, 
he did not perfectly concur in the mode 
1 ¢ , 
Charles Brooke expressed himself in 
favour of the motion. ‘He mentioned one 
Jamaica, within know- 
ledge, on which not a single negro bad been 
purchased since 1794; at that time, the 
slaves on it amounted to 368, and they were 
now 476.; which clearly proved, that suf- 
ficient numbers might be raised, if proper 
care was taken, without fresh importations. 
that negroes be im- 
at-aless expense than ithey:could 
aaised, "This; might, he believed, be the 
case ; but be,was.well:convinced, the labour 
of .pew negroes ‘was not so valuable as that 
those raised in the’ country; and; 


euch, he wold support the present bill... 
™ 


- country. 


Conceived, that when an amendment 


negatived, it was therule of the house, ior 
at least the custom, ‘that the original ques. 
tion should: be carried without further de. 
bate. A number of gentlemen having gone 
away in this persuasion, it appeared, ag if 
theopposers of the bill took advantage of 
the accident to overset the declaration of the 
house in its favour. He wished to know, 
whether, if the question for the ‘second 
reading of the bill now was negatived, the 
bill would be lost for the session. -[f it 
would, the loss of it would be effected byan 
unworthy artifice. 

The Speaker stated, that it was onlyin 
the case of an amendment by the previous 
question, that the rejection of the amend: 
ment precluded further debate on. the origi- 
nal motion. If the question for the second 
reading of the bill now were negatived, it 
would be open to any gent. to renew that 


+ motion on any other day in the course of the 


present session. 
-’ Mr. Grinsell thought that the bill should 
pass on every ground of humanity, justice, 
and policy. 
Sir John Newport supported the bill. “He 
denied, that the improvement of the con- 
dition of the negroes by their removal ‘to 
our colonies, if it were even real, was’ any 
excuse for taking them away from their own 
He maintained, that the consi: 
deration of revenue, trade, and navigation, 
even if those ‘things were to be affected, 
should have no weight when put in compe- 
tition with justice and humanity. It wasa 
trafic which had its foundation in injustice 
and in blood, and against such an abomina 
ble article of commerce, he would ever raise 
his voice : fiat justitia ruat calum, 
Earl Temple said, that if the question 
were now whether ‘the slave trade should 
commence, he, for one, should be against 
it decidedly ; but the question was, to what 
degree we were to consult the interest of the 
colonies, to preserve which the faith of 
parliament was pledged; and, as to the 
ground of humanity, he contended, that un- 
Jess the. hon. gent.’ who brought» this mea+ 
sure forward could give security that: the 
rest of Europe would not toke this trade 
up, when we should drop it, the purpose of 
humanity would-be so far from being 
swered, that it would be defeated, by our 
putting out of our control that power 
which we used with moderation; and 
it to ethers, who would exercise it. with 
cruelty. Another great point. to be consi 
dered was, what would be the situation of 
ithe whites in the West-Indies, if this trade 
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was abolished? Did the hon. gent, mean: 
theemancipation of the negroes in the West- 
Indies to follow this abolition of the African 
trade? If hedid, let him say so at once;: 
this would be telling the slaves in the West-' 
Indies, that they were the only slaves upon: 
earth; that their brothers in Africa were to: 
be free in future, and they alone were to be: 
slaves. This, he apprehended, would be 
galing the death warrant of every white’ 
man io the West-India islands and planta- 
tions, . Another point was, how far the’ 
house was justified in putting an end to a 
trade in this island, aftér it had encouraged. 
the produce of certain. commodities there, 
depending upon the trade, and altering the’ 
course in which so much money was vest- 
ed? or in other words, how far we were 
justified in breaking our contract? These 
were the general grounds on which he op-' 
poxed the second reading of this bill; but 
most emphatically, he said, he opposed it, 
because he believed the moment this bill 
was past, the death warrant of every white 
man in the West-Indies would be sealed. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sir, 
the arguments of my noble friend, if they 
succeeded, would not only prevent the se- 
cond reading of this bill now, but prevent 
any farther progress in the measure at any 
future period. 1 have stated, that it did not 
appear to me that much would be advanced 
upon this subject ; bat my noble friend has 
convinced me of my error, for he has said 
something new upon it, and not only new, 
but extraordinary ; because it is extra- 
ordinary, that a man of my noble friend’s 
understanding, should, upon the ground of 
humanity, use such arguments, From his 
desire to spare the effusion of human blood; 
from his eagerness to spare the lives of hu- 


man beings; nay, from his desire to con- © 


sult the feelings of the negroes in the West- 
Indies; from compassion and charity to- 
wards them, it is extraordinary, indeed, 
that he should insist. on the continuance of 
this traffic. This isthe way in which my 
noble friend would sooth and assuage the 
fury of the.negroes by telling them, that not 
only they shall continue in slavery, but the 
whole of their progeny, spread over a vast 
quarter of the earth, are to be doomed to 
be the sacrifice of this horrid traffic to all 
eternity. Iown, if any thing ought to 
surprise me. after what I have heard in 


. support of this trade, this species of ar- 


gument might do so; but what has given 
iy noble friend the confidence to use this 
‘argument. is that which has. frequently 
been urged by those who oppose the abo- 
lition that the negroes in the West-Indies 
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‘are to be emancipated; arid my noblefriendy 
thought he collected’an' answer, but:it wasyv 
‘not ‘so intended by* the this’ 
bill. He then gave way ‘to hi 


"effusions of! 
humanity, and: desires-us+to consider they 


state of the feelings of the negroes im the 
West-Indies, when’ they were: to bectold;* 


they were to be the only: slaves’ in‘thes 
world. Now, I never heard it said by’the> 
advocates for the abolition, ' that the enan+* 
cipation would be inimediate; that has* 
always been stated as ‘the ence 
the abolition by its opponents, and. as con: 
stantly disclaimed by: ‘its friends. ++ Here» 
Mr. proceeded ‘to. observe, that, no! 
man who had considered the subject wel,’ 
had any thought of the emancipation ‘oft 
the negroes in the West-Indies, but that: 
it was considered as one of the numerous? 
good effects of the abolition’of : the African: 
trade, that it would ameliorate the ‘con 
dition of the negroes in‘ the West-Indies;: 
and bring them forward ‘into ‘that state. off 
improvement that might fit them for a: eon- 
dition of much less rigour than they’ aret 
compelled of necessity to endure. now'}. 
because when it was known that astop 
was put to this inhuman, though ‘lawfub 
traffic, not only compassion to them,; bat; 
the immediate interest of the planters, 
would lead them to take better care of ‘the 
stock they had, since they could not re= 
plenish it ; and then the hitherto harassed 
and oppressed negro: may be comprised in 
the list of those who enjoy comforts allow= 
ed in general to the rest of the human 
race ; and he had always thought it a fun- 
damental error in those who opposed the 
abolition, to think that either the eman- 
cipation of the negroes in the West-Indies 
would be the immediate effect of the abo- 
lition, or that it would not be accomplished 
at all, with safety, until the negroes in the 
West-Indies were fit for emancipation ; 
when, in truth, an improvement in their 
condition would: be one of the many good 
effects, and necessarily so, of the aboli- 
tion, and which could never. be produced 
without it. He then proceeded to. shew, that 
it was for the interest of the planters thems 
selves, and for the benefit of all theislands; 
and those who look at the subject with res 
férence to’ the principles of general philo- 
sophy, would most readily admit that the 
system of restraint was as unprofitable as it 
was odious; that the labour of a man who 
was conscious of freedom, was much more 
valuable than of him whofelthe was aslave ; 
that he who was conscious he was free, was 
much more likely to improve than he who 
felt himself in bondage.- Thus, -he would 
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were abolished, 
that) for, said alarm. 
forthe safety of the lives and pro-. 
petties. ofthe planters, and proprietors of 
negroes inthe West-Indies,..There would 
them cure..for. the, .feyer.which. hag 
agitated.the spirits, and disturbed the 
derstanding of many, persons, and made 
tact true interests, when 
they have been, considering this subject ;. 
fon so,they cetainly were, when telling us, 
aasthey have year after year, that the state 
of the negroes is such, that we ought not 
to.agitate the question of the abolition of 
the. African. slave trade, lest the misunder-. 
Standing of it. should deluge the islands.in 
blood: And what is: the conclusion they 
draw from this ?,, Why, the noble lord, who, 
ifithe trade were now to begin, tells you he 
would -oppose it, tells you, at the same 
Hent, that it must continue, and con- 
yaa ever; for so it must, upon the 
inciple on which he. supports it, and that 
r. the safety of the West-India islands. 
Now, I.appeal to every gert. in the trade, 
whether, by the importation of slaves, since 
the year 1792 to the present time, their pro- 
erty, I mean. the original property em- 
Peckedin this trade, bas been improved ? 
Or whether the whole of the importation 
sincethat time has not been for the sake of 
émploying capital in the cultivation of new 
land’ ip rivalship to the old property in the 
slave trade? Whether new colonies have 
not arisen to rival the old ones? And 
then .I would ask the same gentlemen, 
what they think of the increased dangér 
to the. islands by that great and sudden in- 
 erease.of black:population, and this at a 
time too the mostcritical, after the planters 
have: been, year after year, applying, as 
they are. doing now, for the interference of 
govt. in their behaif, on account of having 
produced:more sugar than they can find pur-. 
chasers for allover the world ? To continue 
this traffic would be to continue these evils 
and to increase, this danger. My noble 
friend:says, that the abolition of this trade, 
would »seal. the. death warrant of every 
white person. in the West+Indies., I. say 
that the death:warrant would be the con- 
tinuance of the. traffic. | would ask any 
man, who understands this subject, what 
he would.expect to be the result of that 
continuance for ten panes As to the bad 
effects which the abolition would have upon 
the minds and feelings of the negroes them- 
selves, my.noble friend could hardly be se- 
rious, when he said,; the effects would be 


hthat, if, the slave ‘trade. 
there. would) be end of: 
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‘its capital, and its hostile and commercial 


sodreadful. He supposed, that upon the 


[559 


abolitionof the African’ slave trade; the 
“negroes.in the West-Indies are to be told, 
“you are to be) the only slaves. in the 
world ; the rest of your countrymen are 
to:have freedom, and) all the happiness 
which freemen. enjoy in human society, 
they are to have all the comforts of indalg. 
ing their attachment to their native soil, of 
giving entire sway to their partiality fot 
their old habits, and they will be happy, 
provided they are not liable to the unnatural 
uitrusion of others.” The noble lord sup, 
posed, that this is to be said to the Negroes 
in the West-Indies on the abolition of the 
slave trade. Now, how doves this tally 
with what we have been told by every op, 
poser of the abolition, that the negroes 
themselves in Africa were interested in the 
continuance of the slave trade, for that 
they were, when slaves under us. in the 
West-Indies, in a state of happiness com: 
pared with that of their native country, 
where torture and death would be the 
consequence, if we were not so kind to 
them as to draw them into a state of sla 
very? It is impossible for such an argu. 
ment as this tohave any weight. I would, 
therefore, intreat those who oppose. this 
measure, to consider the dangers with 
which the West-India islands have »been 
threatened.—The Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer next adverted to the situation of 
St. Domingo, and shewed, that . nothing 
was so dangerous as the influence of jaco- 
binical emissaries on the African negroes, 
He said, no other nation but England, from 


marine, could continue the slave trade; 
and he concluded with asserting, that this 
was the most fortunate time at which the 
humanity of this country could be exet 
cised for the annihilation of this nefarious 
system. There never before occurred such 
an opportunity as now offers for the accom- 
plishment of this acknowledged desirable 
purpose, and which perhaps, if we neglect 
ity May never occur again. i 

- Dr. Laurence paid a just tribute of praise 
to the declamatory powers of the right 
hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer. He, 
however, differed from him _ in. opinion 
as ‘to the propriety of the bill before.the 
hause. The condition of slavery he thought 
bad in any country or with respect tovany 
deseription of human beings. Howevet, 
he could not think that the mode now 
adopted for doing away that state of slavery 
was as efficient to the purpose.as the. other, 
The hon. and learned gent. argued, that 
those who contended for the abolition of 
the slave trade, must also contend forthe 
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emancipation of the slaves, and the aboli- 
tion of slavery itself’ in any part of the 
dominions -of thiscountry.. He would not 
sayjothat it was just to impose the condition 
of slavery On any man ; but he maintain- 
ed, that the mode now proposed to remedy 
the evil was neither just nor effectual. In 
the course of his speech he stated that Mr. 
Burke had reprobated the attempt to abolish 
slavery. 
_ The Attorney-General lamented, that with 
all the hon. and learned gentleman’s anxiety 
for the abolition of any state of slavery, he 
neither could bring his mind. to agree to 
the measure now before the house, nor yet to 
bring forward any new proposition for that 
pose. He, however, covered himself 
in general terms with a recommendation of 
“ the other mode,” as if it was so generally. 
known that there was no necessity to de- 
fine it, although that mode had never before 
been heard of, or at least he had never 
had the happiness to be present when it 
was described. — He expressed his senti- 
ments on the policy of the present measure, 
and lamented that it had not been adopted 
when it was moved for in the year 1788, 
being convinced, that the situation of the 
jslands and their inhabitants would, in that 
case, have been in much more security. 
Lord Castlereagh said, that it was in vain 
to argue whether or not the question was a 
matter of humanity, but to consider the 
practicability of it. It was not proper for 
the house to be carried away by the elo- 
quence to which such a question might give 
rise. To proceed upon the system of pro- 
hibition was absurd in that house, while we 
had so many instances of its being rejected 
in the upper house. It was impossible for 
any one nation to pot anend to that evil, 
because it was only a signal for other nations 
to'take the lead in the importation of slaves, 
and the peculiar war in which we were en- 
gaged, rendered our squadrons not so capa- 
ble of preventing a contraband trade as it 
might do in times of peace. The measure 
upon the whole would do more harm 
than. good, and the state of St. Domingo did 
not alter his opinion upon the subject. He 
had always looked to the West Indies with 
serious apprehensions, as being a channel 
which exposed us to all the calamities of 
war, of climate, and of dangers arising from 
the discussion of this question of rational ha- 
Manity, There was, however, no other 


_ Mode to combat these evils, but to find some 


mode in which other nations would co-ope- 
fate with us, for without such co-operation, 
any ajtempt on our part to attain such .ob- 


jects was only misleading ourselves, The 


PARL. DEBATES, Juwe 7, 1904.—Slave Trad, 


demand for colonial produce was daily ims 
creasing, and would continue to do so.) In 
the end we should only find that we had des 
prived ourselves of the means of accomplish> 
ing our object, and that the evil must sub- 
sist till terminated by other means. He 
would wish the trade to exist in favour.of 
the commercial interest of ovr country, in- 
stead of thus being thrown into the hands of 
Denmark, Spain, or any other cowntryrin 
Europe. There might be some methods _ 
taken to increase the population of the coua- 
try; and such a subject was a very propét 
consideration for a committee of the: hou 
Supposing that a duty of 101. was to be lai 
upon each male slave, and 5]. upon every 
female, it might be calculated to produce 
about 140,0001. which sum might be applied 
judiciously towards the encouragement. of 
the population of the West Indies, and he 
was convinced there could be no plan more 
congenial to the feelings of our Sovereign, 
or more consistent with the genuine dictates 
of humanity. If the master was to be taken 
up by other countries, the West-Indians, by 
adopting any other plan, would be acting 
contrary to human feelings, at the same 
time that they would be injuring their in- 
terests. 
Mr. Fox said, that the noble lord had als 
Iuded to the question of practicability in a 
manner which be could not understand. It 
was not, however, a question which was 
new; and as to the regularity of alluding to 
what had passed, or might yet pass, in ané- 
ther house, he confessed that it was un- 
doubtedly true, that bills of regulation had 
been there thrown out; but that single cir- 
cumstance did not argue that a different re- 
sult might not happen on the present occasion, 
or that we might not yet have the chance of 
the coalition of that house, because it had 
undergone changes in every respect. Was 
there not a reverend bench of bishops there 
who had in general shown that they under- 
stood the true principles of religion, and 
were consequently disposed to leave, as it 
were, the question of practicability behind? 
It bad already been proved that, in propos- 
ing the abolition of the slave trade, we never 
could have the cordial consent of the West 
India planters. In the year 1797, an hon. 
member of that house had proposed a re- 
commendation to the King, in order to:pre- 
mote a purpose similar to the present bill. 
That motion had been carried, and he would 
now wish to learn what had yet been done 
towards the abolition of that illegal traffic? 
There had been neither abolition, diminu- 
tion, nor regulation adopted, tending to that 
desirable end, If there had been any thing 
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done in consequence of such proposal, the 
country would: have had occasion to have 
boasted of. it-at this day. The only ques- 
tion «that ‘mow remained for consideration 
‘was, whether we could or could not abolish 
it, and it was extraordinary to hear the ar~ 
guments' against it. ' Could not the Parlia- 
ment of G. Britain’ prohibit the subjects of 
this country’ from “carrying on trade 
whatever, and why should.it be .said that 
_, they could not do so in the present instance ? 
Ifit-could not do so, it was no govt. at all. 
The noble lord seemed to argue from reli~ 
gious principles which he (Mr. F.) could 
not understand. He had heard of some ex- 
_ traordinary instances of the wonderful ef- 
fects of religious influence upon some peo- 
ple’s minds; and he could mention one in 
the case of the late Mr. Cowper, the poet, 
who, during a considerable part of his: life, 
was deprived of his senses, and was trou- 
bled with ideas the most horrible in human 
mature, conceiving that the Governor of the 
universe had marked him out for eternal 
perdition, and therefore he thought it was 
incumbent upon him not to lift up his 
hands, or offer a prayer for his salvation. 
How: far such a case might apply in the 
present instance, he would leave it for the 
house to determine. We were thus going 
on from day to day, violating all the laws of 
humanity and every principle of justice, and 
saying, that it was not us alone, but all the 
natious of the world, who were doing so. 
‘The slave trade was to be considered in the 
present instance a British trade, and no‘other, 
and therefore it depended on ourselves to 
obviate it, and adopt what means we chose 
to:meet the effects of a contraband trade. 
‘The description of the African trade, as 
given by Mr. Park, was well worth the at- 
tention of the house. That gent. had said, 
that in proportion as the districts of that 
country were rémote from the coasts, the 
slaves teceived better treatment. Was it to 
“be said that, because we were not bound to 
‘go like knights errant to Africa, in order to 
Telieve these slaves, that we were entitled to 
go and add to their oppression? Supposing 
‘that the slaves, when in their native country 
“were guilty of robbery and other crimes, 
.was there any thing binding vpon us to go 
‘there, and act as the police officers of the 
King of Dabomy? Let that King act as he 


-pleased, there was surely no necessity for 


“our performing the office of the most hum- 
‘ble individual and becoming executioners, 
‘or im other words, to act as the Jack Ketch 
-of the King of Dahomy. No person could 
deny, that the situation of St. Domingo was 
serious and awful warning to us not to 
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- countries, and in five yeats hence we should 


of men were not in a state fit either to com: 


4 
[556 
increase the numbers of blacks over: the 


whites on our colonial possessions. It wag 
our duty to afford an example to othe 


find it adopted by those who had not thought 
proper to persevere in what they themselves 
had attempted. : 

Mr. Windham admitted most readily the 
justice of the principle on which the aboli. 
tion was brought forward -and supported, 
but saw many difficulties that might oc. 
cur in carrying the measure. into execus 
tion. He much doubted if it would not be 
productive ofwery serious consequences’ty 
the national prosperity. He adverted to the 
influence our example was supposed to have) 
and did not see that the full effect of what 
had taken place in St. Domingo could be yet 
ascertained. He was against the abolition, 
on the ground that if this country were to 
give up the trade altogether, we had no ses 
curity that other powers would not continue 
the traffic. 
* Sir Lawrence Parsons said, he would wish 
to see some plan proposed for the gradual 
abolition of slavery, but disapproved of the 
present measure, as being highly prejudicial 
to the mercantile interest. ae 

Mr. Barham supported the bill. He was 
formerly against it; but the order of things 
which had taken place.in St. Domingo had 
brought us to a crisis, which must determine 
us now, either totally to abolish the trade; 
or to renounce for ever the design. 

Mr. Deverell said, he had been as sanguine 
an advocate for the abolition as the hon, 
mover of the bill; but an entire revisal of all 
the arguments had made him a convert to 
the contrary opinion. a 
- Mr. Whitbread thought it incumbent on 
him, as an ardent friend to the bill, to offer 
a few words in reply to an hon. gent. (Mr 
Windham) on the bench below ,him. He 
said he was a friend to the abolition of this 
disgraceful traffic, but he did not think him, 
self bound, on that account, to vote for the 
emancipation of the negroes in the West 
India islands. That unfortunate description 


prehend or to enjoy the blessings of rational 
freedom. With regard to the statement of 
the opposers of the bill, that it would involve 
the ruin of 70 millions of property, it was 
undeserving of credit; for, he was persoad- 
ed, there was not one 70th: of that capital 
embarked in what was properly called the 
slave trade; and he fully agreed — with 
the right hon. the chancellor of the exche+ 
quer, that if there was an ‘end: put-to'the 
trade to-morrow, the West: India’ islands 
would not be less cultivated than-they now 
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we: We had a dreadful, example before 
gur-eyes in what -had happened in St. Do- 


| ningo; and he feared that the abolition, if 


it-was even carried at present, would come 
too late. Had the. proposition originally 
made by the hon. mover of the bill been 
then adopted, the West India proprietors 
would not be placed in the state of appre- 
hension and insecurity that they now are. 


Mr. Wilberforce rose for the purpose of | 
defending the memory of the late Mr. Burke | 


from imputations which had been thrown 
upon it, from a quarter he should have little 
expected. He would put it to the recollection, 
of. many. persons now present, whether that 
reat character did not declare in his place 
ivethat house, that he had long entertained 
some distinct ideas respecting the alleviation 
of the miseries of the negro slaves: but that 
since the house had, with such honour to 
itself, taken up the subject upon a more en- 
larged and liberal plan than he as an humble 
individual durst venture on, he would throw 
those ideas to the wind, as the magicians 
that we sometimes read of were said to throw 
their mystic leaves. He recollected also, 
that the right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) 
who now so strenuously opposed the mea- 
sure, when he rose to speak in that house on 
the first introduction of the measure, and 


Mr, Burke was then living, commenced that } 


speech’ which delighted and astonished all 
who heard it, by declaring that he laboured 
under the seme difficulty that a man would 
de who was called on to prove a self-evident 
proposition. He lamented, from the bottom 
of his soul, that the right hon. gent. had 
abandoned the cause of justice and humanity. 
He regretted that such high talents and vir- 
tues should have lent their great aid to the 
continuance of a traffic, not only dishonour- 
able but destructive to the nation. He could 
not help applying to him the couplet of our 
immortal poet : } 

Who would not laugh, if such a man there. be? 

- Who would not weep, if Atticus were he? 

He would not at that late hour answer any 
of what the supporters of the trade called ar- 
guments against the bill, but contend, that 
if once the progress of the trade. were arrested 
in Africa, the situation of the negroes in the 
West Indies must be improved, and for this, 
the strongest of all reasons, that it would be 
the interest of their masters to do so, 

Mr. Windbam shortly explained; and the 
question being called for, the house divided 
on the question of the second reading.— 
Ayes 100, Noes 42—Majority 58.—The bill 
Was then read a second time, and ordered to 
be committed on Tuesday next.—On the 
question for calling in the counsel, a conyer- 
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sation of some length ensued. The question 
was carried inthe. affirmative: but, Mer; 
Scarlet, on opening the business, pleaded.a 
want of preparation on his own part aod that 
of bis colleagues. Their. further hearing 
was therefore postponed to the next stage of 
the bibl, and the house adjourned; at twe 


is 


HOUSE-OF, LORDS. 
_ Friday, June 8, 1804. 

Counsel and evidence were called to the 
bar respecting Tighe’s divorce bill, but the 
evidence then adduced, with respect to the 


| solemnization of ‘the marriage, not being of 


that full, satisfactory, and. technical nature 
required by their lordships, it was ordered, 
after some conversation,on the subject be- 
tween the Lord Chancellor, Lords. West- 
meath and Ellenborough, and the Bishop of 
Rochester, that the further consideration of 
the bill be postponed till Tuesday se’nnight, 
to afford the petitioner an opportunity « 
bringing forward the required evidence, &c, 
—The bills upon the table were forwarded 
in their several stages ; after which their 
lordships made considerable progress in hear- 
ing evidence respecting the Aylesbury elec- 
tion bill. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, June,8, 
[Mrnutes.]— Petitions were presented 
from the prisoners confined for debt im the 
prisons of Carlisle, Nottingham, and Bever: 
ley. Ordered to lie upon the table. Mr. 
Dent moved, that the several petitioners 
against the slave trade abolition bill be heard 
by themselves or their counsel, on the report — 
of the said bill. Ordered. —Mrv'H. Adding- 
ton said, that on account of a materialiin- 
formality in one of the clauses of the cotton 
manufacturers bill, he begged the house 
would allow him to withdraw it, and bring 
in another in its room, which should ‘be 
strictly conformable to the resolution. Leave 
given. The right hon. gent. then obtained 
leave to. bring in the new bill, which she 
brought in accordingly, Read?a first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time 
on Monday, and to be printed:—Oa the 
motion of Mr. Coke, the report of the comm 
mittee on the corn bill, was‘ordered to be 
Te-committed to the same-committee—Miq 
James Fitzgerald brought: in’a  Ddill 
amending the election act for Ireland, which 
was read a first time, and ordered to be read 
a second. time on Monday tas ga and 
printed.—On the motion of Mr. Lascelles, 


} the:second reading of the clothiers’ bill was 
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that there be laid before the house, an ac- 
count of all the West India produce import- 
éd into. Great Britain, from the Ist of Jan. 
¥803;"'to ‘the latest period. to which it could 
be «made up; distinguishing the nature and 
walue- of such produce. . Ordered. —On the 
motion of Mr. C. Dundas, the committee on 
the misdemesnour bill, was deferred till 
Monday, for the purpose of proposing some 
new clauses,—-Sir L.. Parsons moved, that 
the papers presented on the 7th of May, re- 
specting the slave trade, be printed. Or- 
dered.—Sir W. Elford, after alluding to a 
motion of which he had given notice, but 
Which, from. various reasons, he had been 
prevented from bringing forward, respecting 
the conduct of the late board of admiralty, 
wished now to withdraw that motion; be- 
use the first object which it had in view, 
‘viz. the removal of the minister who pre- 
sided in that. department, had already been 
obtained, and he now only wished that jus- 
tice would be done to the individuals who 
had suffered from that conduct. That jus- 
tice would. be done them, he readily expect- 
ed from the liberality and clemency of the 
noble lord who now presided in the same de- 
partment. Should he, however, be disap- 
pointed in that expectation, which he could 
not well bring himself to believe, he reserv- 
ed to himself the right of again resuming his 
motion until the latter object of it was ac- 
complished.—Mr. J. Fitzgerald rose to move 
for several documents; among others, a re- 
turn of the names of the commissioners who 
had been appointed to inquire what compen- 
sation had been made for those boroughs in 
Jreland which have ceased since the union 
to return any members to parliament, Sir J. 
Wrottesley suggested to the hon. gent. that 
there were none of the ministers present who 
were more particularly connected with the 
govt, of Ireland, and begged leave to re- 
mind him, that it was the pretty general 
practice of the house to give notice of such 
motions. Mr. J, Fitzgerald readily acqui- 
ésced in the suggestion, and gave notice, 
that on Monday next he should bring for- 
ward a motion to the same effect: -— Mr. 
Rose, in allusion toa notice which he had 
given yesterday, said, that an hon. member 
of that house had accepted the reversion of 
an office in the duchy of Lancaster, viz. the 
= of prothonotary in the common pleas 
that duchy, and some doubt had arisen in 
his mind, whether on his accepting that of- 
fice; the hon, member alluded to should va- 
cate his seat, agreeably to. the act of Queen 
Anne. He looked for precedents on the 
journals, and be found some, where mem- 
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bers, on accepting such offices, had acty 
vacated their seats; yel, as the duchy of Lane 
caster was separate from the crown, hedid 
not well see how the above act could 
rate in that case. To remove these doubts 
was the object of the motion which he wish, 
ed now to bring forward.—Mr. Banks ob. 
served, that the intended motion of the Tight 
hon. gent. seemed to involve a point of some 
delicacy and difficulty, and it was his op). 
nion the house should not come to a precipi. 
tate and unprepared decision upon it. 
therefore, wished the motion might be post. 
poned to a future day.—Mr. Rose acqui. 
esced, and gave notice of a similar motion 
for Monday. : 
Linen Trape.]—Mr. Foster 
ed the order of the day for the house to te. 
solve itself into a committee on the petitions 
from the linen manufacturers of Ireland, 
praying for a-repeal of the duties lately-im. 
posed on the export linen trade.—The house 
having gone into the committee, the right 
hon. gent. proceeded to state the ground of the 
different petitions. ° They prayed for the te: 
peal of the 4% and 4 per cent. duty lately laid 
upon the export of Irish linen, which form. 
ed the staple commodity of Ireland, and on 
the export of which principally depended the 
prosperity of that country. That trade had, 
of late years, very considerably decreased; 
for since the year 1800, down to the last 
year, the export of Irish linen had decreased 
from 46 millions of yards to 364. This de. 
crease was greatly imputable to the tax; 
and in his mind, instead of the imposition 
of a new tax,.a bounty should be granted on 
the export. Indeed a certain-bounty had al- 
ready been granted; but that bounty was 
counteracted by the tax, which involved an 
evident inconsistency in the measure. Ins 
stead, therefore, of a fresh duty being im- 
posed, an increased bounty should, in his 
opinion, be rather granted. He could assure 
the house that it was the sense and feeling 
of the people of Ireland to solicit no favour, 
but what might extend to the advantage of 
the empire at large, and that they did not 
wish to acquire. any benefit in which all, 
every part of the empire, did not equally 
participate. Under that impression; .he 
moved the committee for leave to brihg ina 
bill to exempt linen from all duties on exe 
port, from all the ports of the united king- 
dom. 420) 
Sir R. Peele observed, that cotton was ap 
plied to the same purposes, as linen = pefe 
haps, therefore, it might be well not to com 
fine the. induigence now solicited, to: that 
branch only of our manufactures.. 
partial indalgence might haye an 
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able effect; perhaps, therefore, the house, 

‘ata future period, might feel it necessary ei- 

ther to put a check upon the indulgence now 

to be granted, or to grant a similar indul- 
ence to the cotton branch, 

Sir J. Newport said there was a striking 
difference between the condition of the two 
manufactures, the one flourished, the other 
was rapidly decaying; was it, therefore, to 
burthen with increased taxes the branch that 
was on the decline ? 

Mr. Lee contended, that the cotton manu- 
factures had already been expressly exempt- 


ed. 

Sir R. Peele said, that he seemed to be 
misunderstood by the hon. gent. He did 
not mean to discourage the present applica- 


tion, he confessed that the linen trade was” 


more depressed than the cotton; he, there- 
fore, at present, asked no indulgence for the 
latter. 

Mr. foster complimented the worthy ba- 
ronet on his liberality, and expressed his 
earnest wish that the two countries might 
meet each other in the foreign markets not 
as rivals, but as mutual friends. The only 
race which he was anxious to see Lreland 
ron with Great Britain, was the race of li- 
berality. 

Mr. Dawson directed the attention of the 
house to the impolicy of the tax, the injuii- 
ous effects of which were already so visible, 
and he trusted his right hon. friend who 

. had brought forward the business, and who 
was how in power, would use that power 
for the protection and benefit of that trade 
on which the prosperity of Ireland almost 
solely depended, He did not, however, ob- 
serve, that he had vacated his seat on accept- 
ing his high office. 

Mr. Foster said, there was no ground for 
his vacating his seat, and if he had vacated 
it, he could not now be present. 

Mr. Ormsby said, he should be always vigi- 
lant to see that no violation was, made in the 
spirit of the articles of the union as they re- 
lated to the mutual commercial advantages 
of the two countries; and he rejoiced to see 
that in the present instance that spirit was 
faithfully adhered to.—The moiion was put 
and agreed to: the report of the com- 
mittee was then received, and a bill ordered 
to be brought in pursuant to the resolution, 

{Stave Trape.J—Mr. Fuller begged 
leave to ask the right hon. the chancellor of 
the exchequer, whether he would agree to 
motion for an address to his Majesty, pray- 
ing for directions to be given, that there be 
laid before the house copies, if any, of a 
treaty said to have been entered into between 
Dessalines, of St, Domingo, and Mr, 

ov. 
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Corbett, of Jamaica; in which freaty it was 
to be stipulated, that the govt. of St. Do- 
mingo might import slaves from Africa. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that he was not yet prepared to give an exe 

licit answer to that question. He felt, 

owever, uo hesitation in saying, that he 
understood an overture to that effect had 
been made by the govt. of St. Domingo; 
and he belicved the fact, that a stipulation 
was proposed for leave to import negroes. 

Mr. Fuller said, that the right hon. gent. 
had given him the whole of the information 
which he was anxious to obtain. 

Force Biiu.]—The Chane 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order of 
the day to be now read for the second read 
ing of the additional force bill, It was ac- 
accordingly read, and upon the question 
that the bill be now read a second time, 

Col. Calcraft rose to offer a few observa- 
tions upon the subject of the bill. He 
owned that he felt some share of surprise, 
that since his Majesty’s councils had received 
the additional aid of the right hon. gent., 
for he by no means considered the adminis- 
tration a new one, and after all the house 
had heard from him before upon the sub- 
ject of the defence of the realm, and all 
the eloquence he had displayed in reprobate 
ing the inefficiency of those plans adopted 
by his predecessors, he did expect, now that 
he came ostensibly into office, to hear from 
him a plan fraught with all that energy, vi- 
gour, and efficiency of which he had talked 
with so much ability. He could not have 
thought, that after such an opening of his 
purpose as that with which he bad a short 
time since entertained the house, and amused 
the country, that he should come forward 
with a plan, which, so far from seeming to 
his view to contain any feature of the pro- 
mised efficiency, abandoned the only part 
of the plan of the former bill, which pro- 
mised any thing like expedition, or efficien- 
cy, in completing the numbers of the public 
force, namely, the principle of ballotting ; 
and that the only point of efficiency on which 
he seemed to place his first reliance, or, in- 
deed, that at all promised to be productive, 
was that of calling on the several counties to 
make up forthwith the deficit of their re- 
spective quotas of 9,000 men army of re 
serve, and 7,000 militia, still wanting to com- 
plete the number voted by parliament, which 
promised no further increase, in any reason- 
able time, than the addition of 16,000 men; 
while he abandons entirely the principle of 
ballotting, the only one which promised ¢x- 
pedition and effect, and resorts to a princi- 
ow no means new ; for it Was no more 
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than the revival of the plan carried into 
operation in the-year 1796, for raising men 
“for the navy, by calling on the counties and 
districts for quotas of men, but which did 
“not procure above one tenth of the number 
pores. The mode in which the right 
“hon. gent. proposed to apply this measure, 
“was by throwing the men so raised into se- 
-cond battalions, though raised for fencible 
«service, in hopes of thus infusing into them 
“a military spirit, and inducing them to enlist 
in “the first battalion, which may, at the 
‘same time, be ‘upon duty in the East or West 
“Indies, and thus to confound every idea of 
 Yegularity in the service. But this was con- 
“sistency and perfect order, compared with 
‘the proposal of the right hon. gent., for the 
" promotion and interchange of officers,where- 
“by the ‘senior officer in the second battalion * 
‘was to’be promoted to the junior rank in the 
first, and the junior in the first sent back 
for senior rank in the second. Thus, officers 
“who had been detached to the East or West 
‘Indies, or other foreign countries, upon the 
‘most arduous service, and whose superiors 
falling in action opened to them views of 
“speedy promotion, would have the mortifi- 
‘cation of being sent back to England, after 
ov of arduous service, to a second batta- 
‘ion, and senior lieutenancy, perhaps, while 
officers who had remained quietly ard com- 
fortably in England, would be sent to re- 
‘ceive promotion in the senior battalion, -in 
whose arduous services they had borne no 
‘part. This arrangement, he was confident, 
‘so far from being satisfactory and encourag- 
ing to meritorious and active officers, would 
be productive of general discontent. The 
‘mode of raising the men also, instead of by 
‘the ordinaty one of recruiting, was to be by 
‘the parish officers, at a bounty of six gui- 
“neas, to whom some small premium was to 
~be given per man, by way of encouraging 
‘their diligence in the raising of these men ; 
“but if they failed in completing their quota 
within a given time, thena penalty some- 
“what higher than the bounty was to be levied 
‘upon the parish for each man ¢eficient. It 
‘would ‘be recollected, that while the parish 
officers ‘were allowed to give only six gui- 
neas per man, the recruiting serjeants were 
‘allowed to offer ten guineas: the result of 
-which would be, to create so much difficulty 
in raising the men, that the parishes would 
rather abandon the task altogether, and pay 
the difference between the bounty allowed 
them and ‘the fine to be levied, and then 
the expense would operate as a partial tax 
upon landed property. He was not pre- 
pared at this moment to ‘go fully into a de- 
tail of the whole bill," which, however, ap- 


peared to him, in many parts, fraught with 
very objectionable principles. It had been 
very aptly described by an hon. member, not 
now in his place, as a renovation of the 
quota bill of 1795; and he was confident j 
would havea similar effect, and not raise one. 
tenth of the number of men proposed to be 
obtained by it. He could not forget that 
measure, and the manner in which it wa 
carried into effect, as the immediate souree 
of the calamitous mutiny which shortly af. 
terwards occurred in our fleet at the Nore, 
The right hon. gent. seemed to think other. 
‘wise, but he thought there could be no catise 
more likely than placing on board our flee 
men $0 totally different in all respects from 
the character of British seamen, men who 
were ripe for any species of sedition, or cot. 
spiracy, the very scum and dregs of the po. 
pulation of the country. The object of this 
bill was to raise men expeditiously for the 
army of the line, but the question for the 
‘house to consider was, whether or ‘not it 


“was likely to effect that end? For his owa 


part, he thought the contrary would be the 
result, and that the ordinary mode of te. 
cruiting would be incomparably mote pro. 
ductive, if the right hon. gent. could make 
up ‘his mind to abandon the grand impedin 
principle of inlisting for life. He felt the 
fallest confidence that if the right hon. gent, 
‘would consent to abandon that principle, 
and make such arrangements as to constitute 
the West-India duty a distinct service, he 
would effect the object of completing the 
public force with a rapidity and fect which, 
under this bill, would be impracticable. He 
should therefore oppose the second reading 
of the bill. 
‘Sir Robert Buxton denied that the men to 
be raised by the present bill cou!d be. fairly 
compared to the quota men of 1795. A 
very material distinction was to be seen in 
the manner in which the two bodies of men 
were raised, The quota men were raised at 
the expense of the parish, with tlie dread of 
a very heavy penalty if they were not raised 
within a limited period ; the parish officers, 
therefore, had* recourse to extraordinary 
means to obtain them. The men to be raised 
by the present bill were to be raised at the 
expense of govt.; the parish officers were 
only made the instruments of raising them; 
and if any duty was imposed, without a fine 
being imposed in case of failure or neglect 


_to perform that doty, there was but little 


use in saying that the duty should be pet: 
formed by one person more than another, 
There was besides this, a great good to be 
seen in this measure, which the hon. gent, 
had seemed entirely to overlook ; the ballot, 
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Which formerly excited so much apprehen- 
gion in the minds of the public, would: be 
now put anend to. The effects of the bill 
would not be, as formerly, to throw the 
burden entirely on the poor, but would 

Jace them on an equal footing with the 
rich, as far as the operation of the bill went. 
From a due consideration of the state of the 
country, from the absolute necessity which 
he saw for raising an additional military force 
at the present period, and from the excel- 
lence of the plan proposed, he should give it 
his most hearty support. 

Mr. Yorke dectared, that in rising on the 
present occasion it was not at all his inten- 
tion to give any thing like factious opposi- 
fion. It was a principle which he should 
always hold, that it was the duty of every 
oie to support the govt., if he was satisfied 
that their measures were calculated to pro- 
mote the interests of the country. Con- 
sistently, however, witli the opinions which 
he had formerly delivered respecting the 
defence of the country, and the idea which 
he had formed of this bill, fromy the short 
consideration which he had been able to give 
it, he could not afford it his support. Some 
parts of the measure he certainly did approve 
of, while others were of a nature which did 
not seem to him fit to be entertained by the 
house. ° He confessed that the idea of en- | 
lising men for limited service oiight, if 
Properly organized, be productive of the 
Preatest advantage ; and he allowed, that 
sich was the system adopted by all the great 
military powers of Europe, Still, the prac- 
ticability of recruiting the army effectually 
by this plan was a matter of doabt. A 
scheme, indeed, of separating colonial from 
gener! service had been in agitation, and if 
reduced to practice might produce very im- 
portant consequences. ‘Till, however, that 
was effected, we must look to other means 
of keeping up our regular military fore~. 
Till such a measure was brought about, he 
did not see how, independent of ballot, this 
supply could be regularly obtained. It was 
fever attempted in any of the countries of 
Europe to keep up the army by voluntary 
offers of service. In Austria, in Prussia, in 
France, in Russia, compulsory measures 
were uniformly resorted to, and a ballot 
More or less extensive was employed for the 
purpose. Without such a measure, the mi- 
litary establishment of these countries could 
never have been preserved; and, in the 
present circumstances of this country, ballot 
Was equally necessary to keep up such an 
army as our present situation imperiously 
femanded. As a friend to the militia sys- 
im, as well as to the army of reserve, he 


could not bot think that the ballotting sy3- 
tem ought to have been retained. Bat, t 
direct his observations. more particularly sf 
the question, he declared, that to the general 
principle of the bill he had no specific’ ob, 
jection. He objected to the bill; first, ag 
to the amount of the men proposed to. be 
raised ; secondly, as to the manner of their 
being raised ; and thirdly, as to the time in 
whch the measure had been brought for, 
ward, Before he proceeded to make a few. 
observations on these points, he begged leave 
to say, that it was pretty generally allowed, 
that under the measures of the late govt., a 
degree of security as applicable to any for 
reign danger had been obtained, and that 
we had come to that state which called on 
us to look to our means of providing a dis- 
posable force. The danger formerly exist- 
ing was admitted to have been at least so far 
abated as to gtve us an opportunity of turhe 
ing ouf attention to a permanent system for 
recruiting and keeping up to its fall com- 
plement our regular army—an army not. 
only calculated to meet the emergency then 
existing, but to prepare us for any future 
contests in which we might happen to be 
involved. It was with this view that the 
bill was introduced, and the house were 
called on to view it as the foundation of a 
permanent military establishment. In this 
light he considered it, and viewing it in thig 
light, he meant to apply hjs present obser- 
vations, ‘The number of men proposed to 
be raised was the first ground of the objec- 
tions which he had to state against the bill, 
The number appeared to him to be too great 
to be at all consistent with the recruiting for 
the regular army. It was proposed that the 
militia should be reduced to 40,000 tor En- 
gland and 8,000 for Scotland. In this case 
there would be a diminution to the amount 
of 20.000 for England, while the diminu. 
tion for Scotland would be to the amount of 
4000. This number it was intended to 
throw altogether into the army of reserve, 
by which arrangement the number would 
be augmented to no less than 65,000. This 
was an arrangement which he could not pose 
sibly support ; for it directly interfered with 
the recruiting both for the regular army and 
for the marines, the number of which were 
now considerably below the number voied 
by parliament. The knowledge of the de- 
ficiencies in both of these branches of the 
service, was, he declared, one strong induce- 
ment for him to propose the suspension of 
the army of reserve act for one year. With 
regard to the proposed reduction of the mi- 
litia, he had no objection to the plan, and 
he did not see that leaving the whole 
Nn2 
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number at 48,000, would be attended with 
any bad consequences. But what he ob- 
jected to was, the throwing all the vacancies 


_as they occurred to be filled up, in the | 


army of reserve. If the army of reserve 
were thus to be supported, it was quite ri- 


- diculous to ‘talk of filling up the regular 


army, which, now that ovr means of in- 
terna] defence were completed, was admit- 
ted on all hands to be the great object of at- 


tention. If it was attempted to fill up the 


numbers of the army of reserve tothe amount 
proposed, he had no difficulty in declaring 
it as his opinion, that the attempt would 
betotally disappointed. With regard to the 
mode in which the men were to be raised, 
he had an equally distinct objection. He 
‘was convinced, that in proportion as the 
‘severity of the provisions of the army of re- 
serve act were relaxed, the plan of filling 
up the the deficiencies would become alto- 
ether nugatory. An hon. friend of his 
fsir R. Buxton) had congratulated the house 
on the idea that, as the plan now stood, it 
would release the land owner from the se- 
vere pressure under which, by the provisions 
of the reserve act, he had laboured. He 
imself confessed that he was rather ata 
to understand how this was to be ef- 
fected. The only efficacious principle of 
the plan, as it now stands, is, os infliction 
of the fine, in cases where a sufficient num- 
ber of men were not procured. If the fine 
was to be levied at all, it must be Jevied 
ck wigan on the land owners, and this 
ing the case, it was not very easy to see 
in what the alteration adverted to by the 
hon. baronet consisted. The present mea- 
sure appeared to him to have in its mode of 
execution, a considerable affinity to the 
quota bill. It had been said, that a right 
hon. friend near him (Mr. Addington) had 
on a former night, declared, that not one- 
tenth of the number of men to'be ‘raised 
by the bill had been procured. Undoubtedly, 
this assertion is not to be taken jn the full 
extent, so far as the recruits for the army 


and navy were concerned. As to the navy, 


nearly the quota numbers were procured ; 
but it was very different indeed with the 
army. It was true that about 7,000 men 
were raised ; but then, out of this number, 
not more than 1,400 wete retained as efti- 
cient for military service. ' He had reason to 


beliéve, that when he reckoned the’ number 
so high, he rather over-rated than iene A 
ed their amount. ' At’ this moment, the 
whole remains of these recruits which had 
been connected with ‘different’ corps, were 
_ ‘embodied in the’ 61st regt. at Malta, and 
ther whole number was not aboye C00. | 


PARL, DEBATES, J UNE 8, 1804.—<Additional Force Bill. 


With these facts before them, he called on 
the house to consider how far it would be 
proper, under the existing circumstances of 


tem? He asked, whether it was possible 
reasonably to expect that we should, inde. 


the country, to lay aside the balloting sya; 


pendent of compulsory measures, have such 
an army .as all professed anxious to gee 
established ? The principle of the militia 
establishment was founded on ballot. | 
was recognized and acknowledged by the 
wisdom of our ancestors, It had, on many 
occasions, been the grand source of our se 
curity. At the commencement of a war, it 
enabled us to preserve our rank and conse. 
quence in the scale of nations, It was not, 
therefore, wise nor politic to giye up a cer. 
tainty for an uncertainty, to relinquish what 
had been proved, what had either not been 
tried, or had been tried and totally failed, 
As to the bounty proposed to be given ig 
those who volunteered their services, there 
was nothing novel in the plan. The same 
regulation, though to a less extent, had 
prevailed ever since the year 1756, when it 
was fixed that those who were balloted for, 
should receive one-half of the bounty.—On 
the whole, he was convinced, that if the 
men were to be obtained, they would be 
obtained only by compulsory measnres, of 
by the operation of a ballot. With regard 
to the time in which the plan was brought 
forward, he had to offer a. few observations, 
Having provided for the defence of the 
country against the dangers, however for. 
midable which threatened it ; having at this 
moment 500,000 men in arms; a force, 
which, if it was not adequate to repel any 
invader, the country was not worth de- 
fending’; the great object, as he had re- 
peatedly observed, was, the augmentation 
of our disposable force. When be allud 

to this, he referred to the augmentation o 
our infantry of the line, for we had a suffi- 
cient supply of cavalry and artillery. Under 
this impression the members of his Ma- 
jesty’s late govt, had applied themselves to 
the consideration of this object, and form- 
ed a plan for carrying it into effect. They 
had resolved that a certain number of second 
battalions should be raised, to be attached 
to some of the oldest regiments in the ser- 
vice. They had determined also, that ten 
new battalions should be formed, princi 
pally in Ireland and Scotland, with the great, 
est possible dispatch. He took it for granted 
that this plan was now to be abandoned; 
for if the bill proceeded, the number of men 
proposed to be raised could not be procured. 
Those who were most sanguine in their ex 


pectations from the bill, trusted a great dea} 
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to the patriotism and public spirit of the 
ple. He would be the last man to dis- 
rage this patriotism or public spirit. In 


the application of the army of reserve act, 


they had unquestionably displayed them- 
selves in the most conspicuous colours. By 
the numbers of men which, under the aid 
of this spirit, that act had procured the 
foundation of our security was permanently 
established. Whatever sanguine expecta- 
tions gentlemen entertained on the subject, 

was free to confess that he did not at 
all relish the mode in which this success, if 
it was effected, was to be obtained. If 
parish officers were to act in procuring the 
recruits from their respective districts, they 
must of course expect to receive some com- 

nsation or reward for their labour. In 
this way he could not help conceiving that 
they would assume the character and habits 
of mere crimps ; a species of beings to be 
detested and scouted in every virtuous com- 
munity. It did not appear tohim that in 
point of time the bill was at all of an urgent 
nature, that it held out any rational pro- 
spect of the immediate effect of the bill, 
even if passed into a law, and that no ground 
had been adduced for the house proceeding 
with precipitation, he therefore should op- 
pose the 2d reading of the bill on the pre- 
sent occasion. He thought it should lie over 
jill next session, and, in the mean-time, 
the right honourable gentleman might con- 
sider the whole military system of the 
country, 

Mr. Sturges Bourne said, he was happy to 
find, from the speech of the rt. hon. gent. 
who had just sat down, that he did not at 
all go into the ideas of another rt. hon gent. 
(Mr. Addington) on a former evening, that 
the bill was inconsistent with the principles 
of a free constitution. He was equally 
satisfied to see that the measure was not 
described as one either nugatory or oppres- 
sive. The rt. hon. gent. had contended 
against the efficacy of the bill, but had not 
maintained that its provisions were at ail 
vexatious. It had been distinctly admitted, 
that at the present moment there was the 
strongest necessity for the augmentation of 
oor regular disposable force. With the view 
of accomplishing this object, the bill, among 
other things, proposed the reduction of the 
militia, and this he conceived must appear 
4 very important consideration. Jf a large 
disposable military force had become neces- 
sary, there was one of the most efficacious 
means for obtaining it. It had for a con- 


siderable time been the decided opinion of 
fome of the best informed individuals in the 
feyatry, that the present extent of the mi- 


| men had been raised by ballot. 


litia establishment was equally impolitic and 
inexpedient. Recent circumstances had oc- 
curred to give additional weight to that 
opinion. Since the union with Ireland, it 
has been found desirable that a large dispo- 
sable force should be left for the service of 
that part of the united empire, and for that 


vices of the respective militias should be re- 
ciprocal. For grave reasons, it had not 
been thought proper at present to adopt this 
arrangement ; but at the same time, if a 
disposable force for the protection of Ireland 
was on all hands admitted to be necessary, 
this afforded a strong argument for the 
gradual diminution of the militia of this 
country, and in their room to have a force 
whose services should extend to every part 
of the united kingdom. This was the ob- 
ject of the bill, and so far it had his decided 
support, and appeared to have powerful 
claims to the support of the house. As to 
the means by which the number of men to 


he begged leave to make a very few remarks. 
It had been contended that, as the measure 
now stood, it would operate with peculiar 
pressure on the land owners ; and for that 
reason, a right hon. gent. (Mr. Addington) 
had described it as highly oppressive. He 
confessed himself astonished to hear such 
language from the right hon. gent. under 
whose administration not less than 100,000 
Did the rt. 
hon. gent. mean to assert, that the ballot- 
ing system was attended with no inconve- 
niencies and no hardships? He certainly 
could not bold such language. The thing 
was altogether impossible. If the question 
came to be strictly considered, it would be 
difficult to shew that there was even justice, 
far less humanity, in the system of balloting. 
The fact is, it either operated on the lower 
orders as. a measure of compulsory service, or 
on those of better circumstances as a tax for 
the commutation of their services. Whether 
it operated in the une way or the other, it 
was impossible to deny that it was accom- 
panied with harshness and severity. It had 
been argued, that though the army of reserve 
act was severe in its pressure, it was only a 
temporary, instead of what the present act 
meant to be, a permanent measure. It was 
not very easy to see on what ground this as« 
sertion was founded. If the army of reserve 
act was carefully examined, it would be ra- 


thera hard task to shew that it was not, in all 
points of view, as much of a permanent 
nature as that now before the house. There 


was not a single clause in the reserve 


act from which its temporary duration could 


reason it has been contended that the ser-° 


be raised by the bill were to be procured, | 
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be inferred. It was not fair, then, to em- 
ploy these sort of arguments against the 
measure. It was but what candour required 
that it should stand on its merits impartially 
stated. The present bill was confessedly more 
Jenient than the reserve act, and all argu- 
ment drawn against it asa permanent mea- 
sire were premature and unjustifiable. It 
had been affirmed that the present measure 
was nearly assimilated to the quota bill, and 
that this last measure had not obtained one- 
tenth part of the number of men which it 
Was designed to procure. He was really at 
a loss to know what the documents were 
which could warrant an asseriion so confi- 
dently brought before the house. The do- 
cuments respecting the number of men pro- 
cured for the army were not prepared with 
sufficient accuracy. With regard to the 
number procured for the navy, however, 
this was not the case. He could state con- 
fidently that of the 6,000 which were re- 
quired, nearly 5,000 were actually levied 
and distributed among numbers of his Ma- 
jesty's ships. But the present measure dif- 
ers in one most important respect from the 
quota bill. In that case the bounties were 
unlimited, and in many instances they were 
enormously high. The whole was done by 
the parishes without the interference of the 
legislature at all. In the present case, the 
bounties were to be positively restricted. It 
was insinuated, that the men procured by 
this bill might be in character similar to those 
obtained by the quota bill, who had been 
described as the scum of society, asa set of 
individuals who garried with them disease 
arid disaffection wherever they approached. 
On this point he had to say, that if improper 
persons were then introduced into the army 
and navy, it was rot because they were 
drawn from the scum of society. It was 
because, in many instances, the bounties 
were so enormous that persons even above 
the lower orders of life were induced to enter 


the army or navy who otherwise would 


never have thought of entering into either. 
Such an inconvenience was now to be com- 
pletely removed, and the only object which 
was in view was to prevent all the clashing 
and competition which high bounties had 
produced in all the branches of the service. 
lf even the plan should not be so efficient 
as the ‘system by ballot, still the regular 
army would have a better opportunity for 
recruiting, divested of all rivalry and com- 
petition. But a good dea! had been said 
relative to the expediency of enlisting for a 
limited term of service. Ifthe right hon. 
gent. however, who spoke last, was well 
founded in his opinion, that the bill would 
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be altogether inefficient, then the recrutifl 
for the regular army would not be at aff’ 
fected. It had been admitted, that théf 
was adeficiency of 9,000 men in the ‘argy 
of reserve, and the late ministers had eon. 
fessed, that to attempt to supply this de 
ficiency was a vain attempt. The bil 
professed to make this attempt, and it wa 
surely but fair that the experiment should 
be tried. But it seems that a large bog 
of men were to be raised for general servicg. 
He professed he did not see when it wh 
found that the inducement cf high bountig 
and limited service did not allure men (9 
enlist, how a hope can be entertained:of 
fecting this object without these induce, 
ments, and under the positive existence of 
reduced bounty. The great drawback f 
the recruiting formerly was, that those who 
had a desire to go into the army kept back 
in the hope that a still higher bounty might 
present itself. Bot, by the measure now 
before the house, this expectation would be 
removed, <A permanent system would be 
looked up to, and recruiting would thea 


_have a chance of fair and full operation, 


The effect of the measure would, in the 
first instance, be to raise a force only for 
limited service; but the experience of what 
took place in the course of a few month, 


| was sufficient to give us the best hopes of 


its effects. In, these few months no fewer 
than 30,000 troops had voluntecred for ge- 
néral service, and if this was the case, undef 
very unfavourable circumstafices, what might 
not be expected under those of the most 
encouraging nature, and when the number 
of the reserve would be increased from 40 
to 60 or 70,000? On the local recruiting, 
which the bill goes to encourage, he wished 
to make a single observation. ‘The effeet 
of this system he needed not to describe, 
Tt must be obvious to every one who reflect 
ed for a momeat on the subject. During 
the existence of the ballot, if a substitute 
was to be procured, those wanting him 
were not confined to their own district 
They might go into the most populous dis 
tricts and towns in the kingdom, from which 
alone the recruits for the regular army could 
be.expected. By the provisions of the bill, 
however, this evil was remedied, and the 
field was left clear for ihe recruiting of the 
regular army. On the whole the rt. bon, 
gent. was fully convinced of the expediency 
of the bill, and sat down by giving it his 
decided support. ~ 

Mr. Bastard said, he thought he should 
find vigour and efficiency in the measures of 
the present administration, from the frequent 
charges made by the Chancellor of the Ex« 
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feelings of the people, and sanctionéd by our - 


chequer'against his predecessor, for neglect 
gnd tardiness, but he was surprised that, no 


roof was as yet given of the superior excel- | 


fence of the one tothe other. On reading 
this bill, he found, that it gave a power to 
the crown to enrol and raise GO or 70,000 
men, and to apply the. money for raising 
them independently of Parliament. From 
the mode to be pursued by this act, the 
ower of raising the money for this purpose 
was entirely put out of the control of par- 
jiament, and entirely subject to the disposal 
of the crown. Combining this point with 
the permanence of the army establishment 
under this bill, he must say, that he fe't 
some jealousy, if not alarm, from) carrying it 
into effect. History was loud and convine- 
ing on this subject; it informed v§ how dan- 
gerous it was to raise large permayent mili- 
fary forces, which had generally overthrown 
the very governments which gave them 
birth, and involved in the ruin of the go- 
veroment itself the destruction of property, 
liberty, and independence, He was educated 
in principles contrary to such an_establish- 
ment, and could not help being influenced 
by his early prejudices in favour of a consti- 
tational force. When he looked at, and 
considered the tendency of this bill, he trem- 
bled for the consequences so much, that, he 
should refuse it his assent. In considering 
the essential part of the bill, it would. be 
ound inadequate to the purpose for which it 
was framed, namely, the augmentation of 
oar regular force. It propesed to raise a 
number of men in a particular manner ; 
but'it did not do so on any ground of cer- 
tainty, it left the increase of that force, which 
was desired, entirely problematical; hence 
we could never calculate, with. any degree 
of precision or accuracy, the state of our real 
strength. Notwithstanding all the prelimi- 
haty details of the right hon. gent., yet, if 
general recruiting failed him, this whole 
force, from which we were to expect such 
advantages, must disappoint its sanguine 
supporters ; for although the sum to be paid 
for the man was limited, yet the fine, in case 
the quota could not be procured, was to be 
given and applied in the ordinary. way of 
recruiting ; oe recruiting in the usual 
Manner was the only ground of raising the 
men ultimately. The object was evidently 
then to embody and fix a regular standing 
army, in doing which, it was proposed to re- 
duce and depart from the militia. system, 
which was a coastitutional force, found “hi- 
therto adequate to the purposes and exigen- 
Gies of the country; a force which, in its 
Principle, was cousonant to the wishes and 
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ancestors, If he had. the option, or if his 
opinion could have any weight in the deci- 
sion of this question, he should undoubtedly 
prefer.a constitutional force, as being, in his 
mind, the most efficient, in every point of 
view, He should depend on the energy, 
spirit, loyalty, and zeal of such a force, ac- 
tuated by a reverence for the constitution, a 
respect for the laws, and impressed with an: 
awe for the institutions and memory of their 
ancestors: he should place greater reliance 
on such a force than any other, on the prin- 
ciple that those who felt that they wete 
fighting for their own freedom and rights, 
Would not invade the rights or privileges of 
the rest of their countrymen, <Another.ob- 
jection he had to this force was, that it. would 
be separated from the people; that a kind of 
unnatural barrier was.raiged, by its coustitu- 
tion, between it and the rest of the commn- 
‘nity. ; interchange of sentiments, no colli- 
sion of opinion, no reciprocity of interest -or 
good offices were to take place between, the 
armed and unarmed descriptions of the peo- 
ple... This was,.not what he wished for, it 
could not :be agreeable, a the feelings of the 
public, or of any man who reflected seriously 
on. the calamities which might happen from 
a force,thus excluding all social intercourse 
and communion withthe rest of the nation, 
He,,should like to see :a.force established 
which would comprehend _it the gentle- 
men ofthe country, who would not be.warp- 
ed_ by, any military or excluding spirit from 
the, real, interest of their native land, and 
who. would, therefore, be always. prepared to 
counteract the dangers which might. be 
otherwise apprehended from a standing army. 
But.it, was said, and ardently hoped, by the 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) that the.men 
will readily enter into the regular army out 
of the army of reserve, Will they enter it 
at all, or transfer their service from the one 
force to the other without. an additional 
bounty? If the right hon. gent. thought.so, 
he was afraid experience would fatally cou- 
vince-him of the. fallacy of this opinion, for 
there was not a manin the country so igno- 
rant, who, was-not aware, ,on entering the 
army of reserve, that it was intended. he 
should enter into the line; hence, fromthe 
very beginning, his idea of bounty must’ be 
present to his mind. But how.were the 
men to be procured in the first instance? By 
the exertions of the parish officers and over- 
seers of the poor, They, shall provide the 
men, says the right hon. gent.: it, would be 
more appropriate, perhaps, if he bad said, 


they. may procure, them if they..can.. He 
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disapproved of the fine proposed to bs dasa 
if the men could not be procured in the pa- 
rish or distriét,; and considered it a direct tax 
On landed property. He thought it an ex- 
traordinary aiid severe clause in this bill, to 
oblige thosé parish officers to pay a fine for 
whiat they could not perform. If they had 
used their utmost endeavours to find the 
men, and failed, surely it was contrary to 
every principle of justice and of the British 
constitution, to inflict a mulct or fine on 
them for not having done what they strove 
to do, but were unable to accomplish. With 
regard to the officers, therefore, it was un- 
fair on the face of it, if they fruitlessly 
exerted themselves; and if they did not, then 
their neglect, for which there was no remedy 
provided, would be unfair with respect to the 
country, which was ubliged to pay, or add to 
the fine, in order to raise the number which 
the officers might have provided, but which 
they had neglected. In the machinery of the 
militia and army of reserve, he recollected 
that the want of this controling principle 
was very much felt; for it was not unusual 
to postpone the general meetings for ballot- 
ing during many months; and although 
much inconvenience had arisen from such 
delays, yet there was neither fine nor penalty 
imposed. It was better, perhaps, that they 
did not take place, because, in all probabi- 


lity, no person could be found to undertake 
the execution of them. He regretted that 
the present ministers left it. in his power to 
apply to them all the terms of tardiness and 
ineficiency which they had used against 


their predecessors. In speaking of the mi- 
nisters, he wished to be understood to allude 
to one half only, the other being composed 
of the late administration. He thought, :pon 
the whole, that the last administration had 
gone on quietly and unostentatiously in 
adopting measures sufficient for the security 
of the country; and he did not know how 
the majority of the present cabinet, who 
‘were also the majority of the last cabinet, 
could now condemn their former measures ; 
unless, like the French surgeon, who sup- 
posed the transfusion of young blood would 
make an old animal young again, they should 
now suppose that the accession of a few men 
of considerable talents altered completely the 
cabinet. 

Mr. Bankes did not thiok that, among the 
various objections which gentlemen might 
choose to make to this bill, they would 
urge that it was unconstitutional. At such 
a period of difficulty and danger as the pre- 
sent, menaced as this country was by a for- 
midable and powerful enemy, surely there 
could be but one opinion as te the necessity | 
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‘of raising a large disposable force, capably 
not only of contributing essentially to oy 
defence at home, but able likewise to aveng. 
our wrongs, dod assert our rights abroad, 
There was tio plan which was not liable « 
objections ; that was no reason, however 
Why one with the fewest defects should no 
be adopted, But the hon. gent. who spoke 
last, said, in censuring other parts of the bill 
that the country would be unsafe with 60 
70,000 men, raised according to the present 
plan; he seemed to think that the establish. 
meat of such a permanent force at hom 
would lead to the overthrow of our freedom, 
ln answer to this objection of the hon. gent., 
he could urge the controling power of pit. 
liament, which, as it erected that system, 
could also arrange, reduce, or abolish it. He 
was not one of those who came under the de. 
scription of saying, that the country was not 
in a state of defence, or that the force of the 
country should have been carried to a mud 
greater length than it was by the late minis. 
ters ; his opinion was, that the force of the 
country ought to be raised with as little pre. 
sure as possible on the people, and with the 
greatest respect for their feelings, disposition, 
and prejudices; if this mode were adopted, 
he was sure that gentlemen would find the 
source of recruiting more abundant than they 
imagined. In this view of the subject, it 
must be satisfactory that balloting was eu 
tirely done away ; for if there was one pitt 
of the system more than another which ex 
cited general disgust and disinclination toa 
military life, it was balloting. He did not 
mean to censure this system, when he coo- 
sidered the time at which it was adopted ; he 
spoke now of the army of reserve, for that 
was a most critical and dangerous period, 
when it became incumbent on us to resort 
to every temporary expedient in order to pat 
us out of peril; but seeing that the appre 
hension which then existed for our imme 
diate security, was now in a great measure 
done away, the view which the people would 
take of a permanent establishment at present 
would be exceedingly different from that 
which they might heretofore, when they had 
acted under the impression of immediate 
danger, to repel which they were not so well 
prepared, Atsuch a time the house must 
be aware that they would submit cheerfully 
to many sacrifices which they may be it 
clined to refuse now that the storm has to 4 
great extent subsided. When they felt them- 
selves perfectly safe at home, they would’ be 
the more inclined, and justly, to enquireand 
scrutinize the mode of raising our disposable 
and offensive forces.—With an obvious re 
gird to these important considerations, the 


| 
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plan before the house proposed limited ser- 
vice in the first instance, as that which was 
_most popular, and of course most available. 
Jt was fair to expeet from its operation that it 
would be attended with all the success which 
was expected, particularly when it was con- 
sidered, that the army of reserve had already 
supplied i3,000 recruits to the troops of the 
line. Was there not reason, therdfore, to 
hope ‘for a further continuance of the same 
benefit and augmentation trom this source ? 
He was certainly a friend to limited service, 
and approvéd of the propesition of the hon, 
gent. (Mr. Fox) who made it; particularly 
if an arrangement was made for raising a co- 
Jonial force, as he heard it was the intention 
of the minister to do; such an arrangement 
would meet the approbation of every hu- 
mane and liberal mind that considered the 
losses this country had sustained by main- 
taining an European force iu the colonies. 
He did not mean to say, however, that he 
had penetrated the mind of the right hon. 
gent., or had any knowledge of what he 
might have in contemplation on this subject. 
He must differ from theright hon. gent. op- 
posite to him, (Mr. Addington) who would 
postpone the farther consideration of this 
bill till some time next session. As it was 
agreed, on all hands, that the regular force 
of the country should be augmented, surely 
then, the progress of a bill which had this 
object in view, ought to be facilitated and 
promoted with the utmost rapidity. When 
the men raised according to the provisions of 
this bill were trained and disciplined, then 
our whole regular force, which was at pre- 
sent much restricted, would then become 
disposable to the amount of 70,000, of which 
it consisted in G. Britain, Ireland, aud in 
the Islands in the Channel. This plan could 
not be considered different from that of his 
Majesty's late ministers, who proposed 
bringing over the Irish militia in order to ef- 
fect the same object. He was not a friend 
to innovation on the militia system, but was 
friendly at the same time to the alteration 
jntended in it, for the sake of increasing our 
disposable forces. He knew no better inode 
-of succeeding, in this respect, than by raising 
the men locally, and through the medium of 
parish officers, who may be presumed to be 
the most fit for that purpose, from their 
knowledge of every circumstance of the in- 
dividuals within their jurisdiction, aided also 
by the local influence of the gentlemen, who 
_ would be induced to exert it, froma desire 
to save the fine, as well as from motives of 
zeal and patriotism. The quota men had 
been spoken of, and. relied much on, as 
Vou. II, 
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ground against this bill, by the right hon. 
gent. opposite to him (Mr. Yorke); but, 
although the.act for raising them ‘was not at- 
tended with all the advantages expected from 
it, yet he apprehended the deficiencies were 
not as great as they were represented to have 
been ; for which reason he could wish that 
the returns were before the house, in order 
that it coutd make up its mind fully and sa- 
tisfactorily on the subject. But when gen- 
tlemen talked of the hardship of this bill, 
he wished them to recollect the oppres+ion 
felt by the country from the army of reserve, 
and the consequent aversion of the people to 
its continuance. The cause was obviously 
the hardship imposed by the balloting. This 
was not the only objection to it. But it 
should be considered, that so long as the 
balioting continues, its concomitant evil of 
high bounties will not cease to operate. He 
should again refer tothe plan of the hon. 
gent. below him (Mr. Fox), for limited ser- 
vice in general, and observe, that if it were 
adopted in time of peace, or of less danger 
than the country was menaced with at pres 
sent, he should give it his support, and ene 
tertain the greatest hope of its success; but 
he did not think that experiments could be 
made under the circumstances of the nation 
at this moment. Weshould, therefore, con- 
tinue a plan which was tried to a certain 
extent, and found to answer; it takes away 
that which was considered objectionable.and . 
oppressive, he meant balloting and high 
bounties; it did not call for one man more 
than the country was already obliged, by the 
existing acts, to fursish, with this material 
difference, that the mode of doing so, and of 
complying with the act, was more easy, and 
of course more popular, - From every con- 
sideration he was obliged to give it, and from 
every view he had taken of it, he was con- 
vinced that it was eligible, and fully ade- 
quate to the purposes for which it was in- 
tended, 

Mr. Atkins IVright wished the present 
bill to be judged of rather by its own merits 
than hy comparing the system of the present 
administration with that of their predeces- 


sors. He could not give a silent vote on the 


| present occasion, but must declare his disap= 


| 


probation ef it. He did not like to impose 
on the people burdens which were laid in a | 
partial manner, as it seemed to him these 
tines would be; as they would frequently 
operate with a considerable degree of hard- 
ship on those who, from their own act or 
their own inclination, bad been guilty of no 
fault whatever, but had only had the misfor~ 
tune of not being able to raise men. He 
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objected particularly to that ‘part of the bill 
_ by which overseers are permitted to raise 

men even in adjoining parishes. He should 

have disapproved of it, had they even been 
confined within the limits of their own pa- 
rish, as a bad mode of raising men; but, 
as it now stands, they are made, to all in- 
tents and purposes, recruiting serjeants. 
He thought, also, that it was an unjust, as 
well as a round-about way, to raise men 
for unlimited service, by means of an in- 
termediate and limited service. Why, he 
asked, not do it at once? By the mode 
proposed by the bill, it will become a po- 
licy to enter first into the army of reserve, 
and having received the bounty for so do- 
ing, to obtain a second and a higher boun- 
ty to enter into the regular army, which 
would be an additional burden on the pub- 
lic. He found himself, therefore, under 
‘the necessity of with-holding his assent to a 

“measure which was, in his mind, inade- 

quate to all the purposes for which it was 

intended. 

Mr. Ellison felt himself actuated by no 
principle or motive but that of doing his 
duty to his country; and, therefore, did 
not wish to enter into any comparison be- 
tween the present and late administration. 

He could not forbear, however, from ob- 
serving, that he saw nothing as yet produc- 
ed by the present minister which was en- 
titled to greater confidence or respect than 
what his predecessors had brought forward, 

He granted that the army of reserve was 
necessary in its first institution to meet the 
pressing exigencies of the state, and to re- 
pel the dangers which seemed to menace 
us with destruction, But it should not be 
said, that, because a measure was intro- 
duced, and thought necessary at one time 

of imminent peril, that it should be there- 
fore continued, when the danger and criti- 
cal circumstances in which it had originated 
had ceased to exist, at least to any great 
degree. The substantial result of the plan 
would be to endeavour to augment the re- 
gular army through the agency of pvor- 
house overseers and parish officers, and to 
raise a force, at the same time that tl » mo- 
ney would be supplied without the control 
or superintendance of parliament. It was 
giving a power to raise money or a tax on 
the people, who were already sufficiently 
burdened by the demands of the state, for 
carrying on the war, The army of reserve 
bill he had always considered as extremely 
oppressive ; andin support of this — 
he instanced one estate within his know- 
ledge, amounting only to £2,700 a year, 
which bad paid £400 in the course of seven 
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months to the army of reserve. He object. 
ed to several parts of the bill, particular] 
the fines; and concluded, by saying, that if 
the house consented to raise an army 
such partial modes of taxation, they would, 
in his opinion, be doing the greatest injus. 
tice. 
Colonel Mitford could not agree with ap 
hon. gent, as to the security of the count 
being so great as he represented, though he 
acknowledged that its security was greatly 
increased. Nothing, however, appeared to 
him more strange, in the variety of opinions 
delivered on this subject, and amidst the cols 
lision of the great and leading characters, 
who had taken part in discussing it from time 
to time, than that they should have forgot. 
ten or neglected to state how this force 
should be disposed of in time of peace, and 
how. it could be raised constitutionally, His. 
tory too fatally proved the danger of raising 
new forces without great deliberation, and 
warned us of the peril to be apprehended 
from the establishment of a large army on 
any ground but the most pressing exigency, 
which he acknowledged to exist at present, 
Yet the house should not forget that the par. 
liament in the reign of Charles the First did 
not foresee the conduct of the army which 
they had raised, or that it would be the in- 
strament of overturning the power which it 
was designed to uphold. France was ano- 
ther instance of the danger incurred by esta- 
blishing a permanent and large army. Every 
member in the house knew, that 25 millions 
of people, animated by what was called the 
ardour of freedom, had, under that impres- 
sion, performed prodigies of valour; yet that 
they had at length submitted, and were 
now succumbing under the most degrading 
yoke, and most ignominious slavery, which 
had at any time disgraced the world, or tar- 
nished the page of history; and we all 
knew that this strange event was accom- 
plished by 3 or 400,000 men. This was an 
example which this country would do well 
to consider with attention. Our constitution 
was altogether different from that of. the 
continental nations, and he much wished, 
that ministers would employ their talents in 
improving the military system, which in this 
country was most powerful, when most con- 
sonant to the free principles of our civil con- 
stitution. With these impressions upon his 
mind, he should be under the necessity of 
voting against the present bill. 

Sir John Wrottesley, before he entered on 
the discussion of the question which was re 
gularly before the house, wished to make 
some observations on the argument which 


was principally urged by the three gentle 
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men who last spoke against the bill, and that 
was, that by the operation of it a very great 
purthen would be thrown on the parochial 
officers. He could not concur in that ob- 
jection, for any one who looked into our 
municipal regulations would perceive, that 
for the last 50 or 60 years that description of 
rsons have always been charged with the 
duty of raising men. Where was the hard- 
ship then? If any gent. read the present 
pill, he would find that there was no com- 
pulsion on the parish officers to procure men, 
they were subject to no fine in case of not 
succeeding, and he could not see why, ata 
crisis when all of us were by duty bound to 
contribute our most strenuous exertions to- 
wards the protection of the state, that what- 
ever they, in furtherance of that great ob- 
ject, should be required by the present bill 
to perform, could be considered as either 
onerous or oppressive. The other argument 
which had been advanced by those’hon. gen- 
tlemen, that it was raising men not by par-. 
liamentary taxation, was, in his mind, quite 
as untenable as the one he had adverted to, 
and he hoped confuted. To be convinced 
of that, he would only call on any gent. who 
doubted it, to read the bill, and he would 
there find, that the only taxation the parishes 
would be subject to was a moderate fine, in 
case the recruits they were charged with 
were not procured. Whatever differences 
of opinion might have subsisted between the 
various parties in that house, there was one 
thing in which they were agreed, that it 
was necessary to create a great disposable 
force. For if any thing could put an end to 
the war in which we were unfortunately en- 
gaged, if any thing could convince the ac- 
tive and daring enemy with whom we had 
to contend, that we are not with impunity 
to be unjustly attacked, it would be the cir- 
cumstance of having a great disposable force 
atourcommand. Occasions may, and, he 
trusted, would arise, when it would be ne- 
cessary for us to employ it; we should, 
therefore, be prompt and decisive, and pre- 
pare ourselves for that possible emergency. 
A right hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke), objected 
to the measure, because he considered it as 
, compulsory. He feared the right hon. gent. 
had not read the bill, and that he had taken 
his opinion of it from what he had heard 
thrown. out on a former night; for in the 
bill before them there was not a single 
clause that could be considered as compul- 
sory in its operation. Another right hon. 
gent, (Mr, Addington), had suggested the 
propriety of deferring the measure to the 
next session, but in that, he believed, he 
eould scarcely find a person to agree with 
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him, at least among those who usually sat 
at the other side of the-house. The right - 
hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke), whois a friend, he 
might almost say by birth, to the militia 
system, was of opinion, that the measure 
would be inefficient, and for this reason, 
that he thought the country had been ex- 
hausted by the recruiting service, seeing that 
30,000 men had enlisted into the army of re 
serve. He could not coincide in that opi- 
nion, and he was sure the right hon. gent., 
when he made it, did not consider that there 
was an annual supply of recruits to be ob- 
tained in this country, chiefly from the large 
manufacturing towns, and from young .men 
who were just out of their apprenticeships, 
He gave his hearty concurrence to the bill, 
as destroying altogether the system of ballot. 
He would not longer trespass on the attention 
of the house, as no doubt there were many 
gentlemen anxious to deliver their opinions. 
on the plan—a plan which, in its present 
constitutional form, had his hearty support, 
and to which most probably he would not 
have objected as originally proposed, if the 
necessity of our situation had unfortunately 
required it. 
Mr. Fuller expressed himself adverse to 
the provisions and operation of the bill, as 
pregnant with the greatest partiality and in- 
justice. It would be absolutely impossible 
for the magistrates in the county of Sussex, 
which was one of the most populous coun- 
ties in the kingdom, to carry this bill into 
effect in the manner now proposed. The 
poors’ rates in that county were greater than 
in any other part of the kingdom. If the 
fines proposed by this act were, in addition 
to that high rate, to be imposed, it would 
be a burden hardly to be borne. Looking 
over to Mr. Addington, he assured that right 
hon. gent., that he needed not view him 
as one, who entertained any animosity to- 
wards him. He had never meant to turn 
him out of the ministry. He had merely 
meant that administration. should compre- 
hend the greatest man in the country. He 
had merely wished to see it comprehend 
that hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), who would have 
carried on the war greatly and honourably ; 
whose coming into office would have roused 
and secured the spirit of the country; and 
who would, if it could be obtained, have 
procured us an honourable peace. He was . 
sorry to see proscriptive doctrines characterise 
any of the measures of this country. He 
knew his Sovereign ; he knew his opinion of 
that hon. gent. ; and he knew that while he 
had the bravest and most magnanimous, he 
also possessed one of the most forgiving spi- 
ri the country-—(A cry of Order! Order 
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The Speaker begged that the hon. gent. ' 
would recollect himself. 

Mr. Fuller observed, that he would not 
wish to say any thing out of order, but he 
thought the Sovereign’s name might be men- 
tioned; if it was not introduced to cause any 
influence on the debate. He then said, that 
next to our beloved Sovereign's 

“The Speaker repeated, that what the hon. 
member said was ‘not connected with the 
present debate. 

Mr. Fuller continued—Well, then, Sir, I 
am sorry there was not a coalition ; a senti- 
ment, which, lam convinced, pervades the 
whole country. As to that part of the bill 
which relates to the militia, it appears tome 
to be very proper, and I hope that in the 
course of 4 or 5 years, we shall be able to 
bring the militia to its original form, which 
‘was to instruct every man in the kingdom in 
the use of arms, and which came up to what 
the hon. gent. below me (Mr. Fox) so pro- 
perly and emphatically called an armed pea- 
santry, which I coincide in opinion with 
that hon. gent., would be the most tremen- 
’ dous force that any invading army could pos- 
sibly have to encounter. As I approve of 
some part of the bill, I shall not oppose its: 
going into a committee, in case the house 
should agree to the second reading, but on 
the report I shall give it my decided nega- 
tive. 

- Mr. Dent said, he cou!d perceive that the 
adherents of the late administration, as well 
as their principals who composed it, could 
not be induced to approve of any bill for the 
national defence except that which they had 
brought in. For their success and ability in 
that respect, he would only refer.to the vo- 

lunteer bill and the income act. The former 

they were never able, with all their means 
and perseverance, to push through both 
houses of parliament, and the income tax 
was so unintelligible that little or no collec- 
tion, even to this day, had been made under 
it. Of the gent. who had spoken in such 
vaunting language of his acting from con- 
scientious motives, he would ask, was the 
member for Lincoln the only independent 
man in that house? was he the only mem- 
ber who did. not want a place ?—(Order ! 

Order! Chair! Chair! from different parts 
of the house.) 

The Speaker decided it to be disorderly to 
make any personal allusions. 

Mr. Eliison. I appeal to you, Sir, and 
to the house, whether 1 brought a charge 
against any member of the house, either for 
‘city or borough, or against his constituents, 
_ for not sending independent members. [ 
ask, aad I hope J am not wrong in so doing, 


pared to support it. 


would you ruin the army?” 
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self independence; and that I did not-rou. 
ble the house often, and never but from a 
sense of duty? If I said any thing calculated 
to offend any gent., I most humbly beg pat= 
don; if I have said any thing that tended to 
convey a thought that hon. members were 
actuated by any but independent motives, ] 
am liable to be called to order for indecorum, 
and lam obliged to the house for overlook. 
ing an offence which I had no intention to 
commit. 

Mr Dent professed himeelf satisfied with 
the declaration of the hon. gent., and, dis- 
claiming all intention of meaning any thing 
personal to him, conceived he had a right to 
advert to what had been thrown out in de- 
bate. The object of the bill was to provide 
for the deficiency produced in our military 
system by the former administration, a defi- 
ciency which had been often alluded to, ani 
censured by the gentlemen on the other side o 
the house, and which, he had no doubt, they 
would have occasion tocensureagain. An hon, 
member opposite to him (Mr. Fuller), had 
disapproved of the bill fora most extraordi- 
nary reason, namely, that the present admi- 
nistration was not formed on a broad basis, 
If we had not an administration on a suffi- 
ciently broad basis, it was not the fault of 
the right hon. gent. below him (Mr. Pitt); 
but that was no argument against reading 
this bill a second time, which he supported, 
conceiving, that if there were any material 
faults in it, they might be removed, and the 
whole bill ameliorated in the committee. 

Sir Lawrence Parsons said, he could dis-_ 
cover but one opinion in the house as to the 
necessity of increasing our force, and the 
only difference that existed in sentiment was, 
as to the manner in which that force should 
be raised. Although he considered the mode 
proposed by this bill as creating a dispo- 
sable force as inferior to others that had been 
suggested, he was, notwithstanding, pre- 
It was formerly pro- 
ea to raise men for rank, a mode to which 

€ saw no important objections, subject asit 
would be to the excellent regulations intro- 
duced by the commander in chief ; anc yet, 
no sooner was it mentioned, than a clamour 
was instantly raised against it, and he heard 
nothing from all quarters but the cry of 
When the 
proposal was made to raise men by ballot, 
the outcry was, if possible, much greater. 
When it is proposed to recruit in the regular 
army, then it is objected that the country 1s 
exhausted, and that there can be no hopes 
of drawing any considerable force from that 
source; so that there was not a possible mode 
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{ 
| of 
| di 
of 
to 
| th 
ol 
| 
ir 
0! 
| W 
h 
ry 
| 
| 
| 


of recruiting men, to which some extraor- 
dinary, and, as those who urged them con- 
ceived, insurmountable objections were not 
offered. All confessed that it was necessary 
to raise a great force ; and yet every mode 
that was proposed for accomplishing it, was 
objectedto. How long, he would ask, was 
the country to go on this way? A right hon. 
gent. opposite to him (Mr. Windham) had, 
in a former debate, suggested the propriety 
of enlisting men for a limited term, and that 
was immediately objected to by his right 
hon: friend near him (Mr. Yorke), What 
was demanded by the supporters of the pre- 
sent bill? Why, nothing more than to al- 
low it to go into a committee, and to see 
whether it could not receive improvement 
there. There was no plan, no system that 
human ingenuity could devise, that might 
not be liable to objection; and yet the pos- 
sibility of imperfection was but an ill argu- 
ment against all effort of attaining to prac- 
ticable utility. He thought his right hon. 
friend's mode the best of the two ; but when 
there were two ways proposed of getting at 
athing, if circumstances put it out of his 
power to follow one, he would take the 
other. He presumed that it was in the con- 
templation of govt. to apply the measure 
recommended by this bill to Ireland. If that 
were the case, he had no doubt of its com- 


. plete success, for he was persuaded there 


was not a parish in that part of the united 
kingdom, which would not raise the men, 
rather than subject itself to the fine. He 
would vote for proceeding with the bill. 

Mr. Chapman was of opinion, that the 
colonial and home demand for our military 
force could not be carried toa greater extent 
than it actually was. He wished that govt. 
had fallen upon some mode of lessening that 
demand. He thought that it would be ad- 
visable on many grounds, that our posses- 
sions in both the Indies should be garrisoned 
and defended by troops drawn from the 
East-Indies, by Sepoys, who were inured to 
the climate of those latitades, who could 
support the inconveniencies of them with- 
out risk of the dangers that Europeans 
were subject to, and who could, from the 
population of the countries they were drawn 
from, be supplied to any number. He fully 
agreed in the praises that had been bestowed 
upon the militia; that might be truly de- 
nominated the constitutional force of the 
country ; and he trusted it would always be 
increased in, a commensurate degree with 
what was called the regular force. 

Lord De Blaquiere said, he had so often 
experienced the indulgence of the house, 
that he would now beg leaye to trespass on 
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them fora very short time. The observa- 

tions he had to make on the present bilt, 
would go to the general principle of it, rather 
tha: to the detail of any of its parts. This, 
he conceived, was the manner in which the 
question now before the house ought to be 
debated. The question was immediately 


_ connected with the defence of the country, 


and the best means of giving it stability. 
Was it not fit, therefore, that it should be 
proceeded in? and would the house dis- 
grace its character, by scouting and driving 
away a measure which had so important an 
object in view? The measure certainly did 
not go far enough; it did not go to esta- 
blish that force which he conceived to be 
sufficient and necessary for our purpose. 
But it went to the attainment of a certain 
object ; and if he considered it to be the last 
effort of the great mind of him who brought 
it forward, it would not now have his sup- 
port. Heconsidered it merely as a measure 
which was to give effect to a thing that the 
Jate ministers had abandoned, namely, the 
army of reserve, the operation of which th 
had been on the point of suspending. This 
went not only to give it effect, but to'render 
it beneficial. He could not conceive this, 
however, to be the last effort of the present 
minister, for if it was, it must be unworthy 
of his great mind. It was merely to bring 
into operation a piece of imbecility that had 
been engendered by other men; a thin 
which wasa nullity, and which subjected him 
who had introduced it to the imputation of 
a blockhead. He was confident the present 
plan would procure men for the regular 
army ; he had himself tried the experiment 
of enlisting men from a limited service. 
into a regiment of dragoons, and he suc- 
ceeded in it. Then to allow the supernu- 
merary men, who were to be reduced from 
the militia, to enter into the royal army, was 
a plan against which no reason could be 
advanced, and which was to be admitted, 
He would, therefore, support it with the 
utmost of his power. The right hon. gent. 
who brought it forward, should always have 
his good wishes and support. He could not, 
however, help deploring the exclusive admi- ° 
nistration that had been lately formed. He 


deplored the loss of so much talent as that 


which he saw arranged against the right 
hon. gent., and was grieved to think it was 
not more united with his. He particularly 
lamented that the administration had not the 
benefit of the talents of an hon. gent. who 
had just gone out of. the house (Mr. Fox). 
Here there was a cry of order! upon which * 
The Speaker got up, and said, he must 
appeal to the noble lord, whether the topics 
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he was dwelling upon, belonged to the ques- 
tion before the house ? 

Lord De Blaguiere resumed. He said, 
he conceived it was a part of his argument 
in support of the question, to express the 

- confidence he had in one of the ministers, 
and the regret he felt at that minister's not 
having the assistance of more talents, in the 
arduous situation he had accepted. This 
was certainly a public calamity. But, at 
the same time, he thought the right hon, 
gent, could go on, even with the assistance 
he had. 

Mr. Windham said, that after the decla- 
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ration which be had made of his sentiments . 


en the subject of this bill last week, he 
would not have troubled the house this 
night, if it had not been for the variety of 
topics thrown out in the present discussion. 
He did not know whether the house was 
influenced by the opinion of the hon, baro- 
net opposite (Sir L. Parsons), so as to re- 
’ solve to go into the committee, and pass 
the bill at all events. 
to pause a little on this doctrine. The use 
of asecond reading was to debate the prin- 
ciple of the measure, and the greater the 
importance of the measure, the more neces- 
sary was it not to let it pass this stage with- 
out some discussion. The hon. baronet 
seemed to be of a directly contrary opinion, 
and was for letting every measure, good 
or bad, go into a committee, and trying 
whether it might not be made to answer 
its purpose; and it was on this ground, 
he supposed the hon. baronet voted for 
sending this measure to a committee, 
though he preferred another on the ruin 
of which this was founded. His maxim 
seemed to be /Jaudo manentem, to ap- 
prove always of the measure before him. 
For his own part, he approved of the old 
practice rather than the novel doctrine of 
the hon. baronet; and therefore, though he 
had offered his sentiments before, he would 
repeat, shortly, his principal objections. He 
agreed in the object of the bill, but he was 
sure the bill did not tend to forward that 
object; and, therefore, he thought it right 
. to pat a stop to it as soon as possible. It 
appeared to him not only inadequate to its 
object, but adverse to and destructive of it. 
There were three ways in which the measure 
had been considered, and which, though not 
all of them separately of importance, it was 
at least important to keep distinct 3 Ist, what 
the measure was in itself,.and how far it was 
likely to attain its object; 2d, what its merits 
were compared with measures which it was 
meant to supplant ; and 3d, what the result 
was of a similar comparison with measures 


He wished the house 
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All these deserved consideration ; and first 
as to a comparison of the measure with 
that which it succeeded.—Here he could 
not help noticing the conduct of several 


friend (Sir J. Wrottesley), and of the learn. 
ed gent. who spoke early in this debate, 


cause the ballot was got rid of, not recol- 
lecting that in this triumph they were pass- 
ing a pretty severe censure on the hon. au- 
thor of the present meastte, who was among 
the first promoters of the system of ballot, 
‘and who certainly had not in this bill got 
rid of the principle of compulsion, the fine 
‘being, as it had been properly expressed, the 
screw, which was to screw-up the parishes 
to the exertion required. It must not be 
forgotten either, though the hon. baronet 
and the learned gent. seemed to have for- 
got it, that till almost the present moment, 
ballot was to have been the foundation of 
the measure now produced. The hon. ba- 
ronet seemed to make it quite a matter of 
reproach to us, that we did not appear to 
join, as quickly and as heartily as we ought, 
in condemning a measure, which, till within 
these few days, he and his friends were pre: 
pared to tell us was the only one fit to be 
résorted to. Now this measure was con- 
demned; and by a curious kind of argu- 
ment the condemnation of this was to be 
proof of the excellence of that which was te. 
be substituted in itsroom. But this kind of 
argument was only good where the choice 
was limited to an aliernative. If there 
were only two things to chuse out of, it was 
plain that to condemn one was to recom- 
mend the other ; but that was not the case 
where there were other courses to be resort- 
ed to. He was asked for his plan: he re- 
peated now what he had said on a former 
night, that his plan consisted in rejection 
merely, in getting rid of the evils of the 
former system. What had all the advocates 
of the bill, and particularly the learned gent. 
(Mr, Sturges Bourne) been able to say in 
favour of their own measure, but that it 
removed impediments ? When he (Mr. W.) 
was asked how we were to go on in the 
simple way after the mere removal of ime 
pediments; he asked the hon. gent. how 
he meant to get on in bis way? When he 
was asked where men were to be found by 
his plan, when. the country was exhausted 


bill expected to find men by theirs? Hon. 
gentlemen must recollect, that though this 
measure was compulsory in one way, 10as+ 


much as it called for exertions which, if not 


which might be proposed in the room of it, 


gentlemen, and particularly of his hon, 


by war, he asked where the advocate of this. 


(Mr. Sturges Bourne), who triumphed 
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successful, would expose the parties to a 
fine, yet that neither this, nor even the 
army of reserve act, which was more direct- 
ly compulsory, did necessarily compel the 
service of any individual, It was always 
open to the party to commute his service for 

‘ money; that is to say, to engage another to 
serve in his stead, and this, it was noto- 
rious, was so generally done, that hardly any 
portion either of the militia or army of reserve 

‘consisted of men serving otherwise than as 

‘substitutes, that is, as men entering volun- 
tarily fora bounty. When, therefore, offi- 
eers of high authority in such matters, de- 

 clared that the proportion of men that hung 

‘Joose on society in this country, was not sof- 
ficient to supply the army by simple recruit- 
ing, the answer was, which no authority 
could over-rule, that near 200,000 men 
were serving in England in various descrip- 
tions of forces, engaged in no other way 
than by simple recruiting, that is, under the 
inducement of a bounty. The men were, 
therefore, to be had, on the bounty being 
given and the proper means of procuring 
them being adopted; and it was plain that 
government thought so, for the only differ- 
ence from the ordinary system contained in 
the present bill was, that the distribution 
of the money was given to parish officers. 
It was evident, therefore, that men were to 
be got for money; the only question was, 
whether this money was to be given in the 
ordinary mode by serjeants, corporals, and 
other military officers, or by parish officers, 
with fines imposed to quicken their exertions. 
This latter mode, he could not but consider, 

as bad, with a view even to its own perposes. 
Should it be determined after all, that a 
force such as that now proposed, namely, of 
troops for home service merely, ought to ex- 
ist, he should think that it ought to be re- 
cruited in the same way as any other, 
though at a reduced bounty. But the ques- 

tion previously to be determined was, whe- 
ther there ought to be such a force at all; 
and he was decidedly of opinion that there 
ought not, He wished to hear what were its 
advantages ; for the objections to it were cer- 


tainly most powerful, First, it was adverse _ 


to the military feelings of the country. If 
_ the country was to be military, its army 
should be a body wholly and decidedly mili- 
tary. All military honours and advantages 
should center in this, The exhibition of a 
body having the semblance of soldiers and 
sharing the honours, titles, and decorations, 
without participating in the dangers, must 
ever be injurious. The honours, in parti- 
cular, should never be separated from the 
dangers, He had been himself ia office 
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when a measure was adopted for giving mi- 
litary dress and rank to certain officers of 
the barrack department, and when a propo- 
sal was even made for extending the same 
to barrack-masters in general: bat he had 
decidedly resisted that proposal, and ‘was 
happy to think that both upon that point, as 
well .as in his, judgment upon the general 
question he was supported by the concur- 
rence of military characters of high autho- 
rity. The existence of a large defensive 
force was, he was sure, adverse to military 
feeling. Another thisg he objected to was, 
this connexion of particular battalions of the 
home force with particular battalions of the 
other service. It might in some instances 
have the effect of inducing men to enter the 
first battalion for general service, but in 
other instances its effect would be directly 
contrary. If the second battalion was used 
for recruiting the first, a system of ,disci- 
pline must ensue from the sort of elec- 
tioneering which would be practised to in- 
duce the men to go from limited to extend- 
ed service, which would have the most inju- 
rious effect. He repeated his former argu- 
ment, that this plan would not create a dispo- 
sition for general military service. It might 
unsettle men from their domestic habits, it 
might give them an inclination for military 
service at home, so that when their first 
term would be expired, they would renew 
again for the same period; but it was not 
likely to produce the effect of inducing thena 
to engage in another kind of service.—It 
seemed by this plan as if the second battae | 
lion was to be a kind of false stomach, from 
which the man was to be thrown up, and 
ruminated before he could be digested into 
a regular soldier. If some mea were at- 
tracted by the connexion to enter into the 
first battalion, he was sure many would be 
discouraged ; and if a general liberty was 
allowed to the men of entering any batta- 
lion they pleased, the general service would 
be more advanced, The right hon. gent. 
contended, that one of the effects of the sys- 
tem would either be to convert the parish 
officers into crimps, or to compel them, like 
other persons in trade, to get people to crimp 
for them. They would of necessity be made 
the instruments of oppression and persecu- 
tion. The bill would operate as a sort of 
constructive vagrancy act. The first object 
of the parish crimp would be to collect all 
the vagrants together to furnish the quota, 
and though he might, like Falstatf, be 
ashamed of his company, they would equal- 
ly be offered and must equally be accepted. 
It was a curious idea that this conversion 
of churchwardens into recruiters, was. to- 
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form a new connexion highly advantageous 


to the interests of the army. He had heard 
of a union of church and state, but this was 
to be union of church and army. What 
fine subjects of discussion for a parish ves- 


try! And what a noble way for exalting the . 


character of the soldiery, afd inflaming the 
military ardour of the country, to fill the 


army with all that could be coilected from 


jails, bridewells, and penitentiary houses ! 
The bill, though not a quota-bill in all re- 
spects, inasmuch as it would not raise the 
bounties to the same inordinate amount, 
-was completely a quota-bill as to the class 
- of people, that it would get in the first in- 
stance; at the same time that it was far short 
of a quota-bill, if considered merely with 
respect to its efficacy. Even the efficacy 
of the quota-bill was not much to be boast- 
ed of. While it was perfectly efficacious 
as to filling the fleet with mutiny, it 
had neither completed its numbers, nor 
in most instances, out of a thousand men 
raised had it produced three hundred who 
ever rendered the country any useful ser- 
vice. One aspect of the bill would cer- 
tainly be, that it would afford ample mat- 
ter for law disputes.. The learned gent. 
talked of the justice of the bill, but he 
“would ask, what justice could be found 
in a bill, of which the effect was to impose 
fines for the failure of service which was not 
capable of being performed. ‘This he was 
justified in contending to be the fact, for it 
expressly stated that if the parish was un- 
ab/e to find men, then the fines were to be 
imposed. Was this a principle of the law 
of England? or was it to be found in 
any new code of justice, which the learn- 
ed gent. was about to instruct them in? 
‘The whole host of néw recruits, if ob- 
tained, would counteract the object which 
his right hon. friend had in view; for 
they were to’ be enlisted for home ser- 
vice, and the dbject for this new mode of 
recruiting was professedly admitted to be 
general service: so far, therefore, as these 
were persons, who, if there were no home 
service, would have entered for general ; as 
must be presumed to be the case with num- 
bers; so far, instead of advancing, they 
counteracted the purpose of the bill. . These 
were the objections which presented them- 
selves to the adoption and ultimate success 
of the measure. He recommended his right 
hon. friend to place the power of recruiting 
in the hands in which it was originally 
lodged: to give a bounty proportionate to 
the service which you wished to promote: 
to secure to the regular army its due prefer- 


ence as well in this way, as by the still 
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more important one, of providing liberal} 
for those whom wounds and length of ser. 
vice compelled to retire ; and generally, to 
put the condition of a soldier more upon q 
level with that of the class from which jt 
was expecied, or hoped, that he might come, 
Were these and other encouragements given, 
and all competition removed, there was no. 
thing in the state of the country, which 
should forbid the hope of seeing an army 
raised adequate to the public service, now 
as in all former times. This was a course 
far better than the wild and visionary expe. 
dients which it bad so iong been the prac. 
tice to have recourse to; which had rarely 
been pushed to a greater extent than in the 
present bill; and which as they were sane. 
tioned by no experience nor founded on any 
rational theory, would Jead to nothing but 
consequences the most injurious to the very 
objects which they professed to have in 
view. 

Mr. Fuller rose to explain. He said, by 
the’ common law of this country, persons 
called night-walkers (not of the female 
kind) who had not done a day's work ina 
given time, and could not ‘give a good ac. 
count of themselves, might be committed, 
and such were vagrants; this he mentioned 
in consequence of what the right hon, gent. 
who spoke last had said on the probable 
abuse of the power of parish officers on 
this bill. 

General Norton in a few words expressed 
his approbation of the bill. 

Mr. R. Ward said; he was surprised to 
hear the present bill stigmatized as an un- 
constitutional measure. It perfectly accord- 
ed with the habits of our ancestors at a very 
ancient period Of our history, so far back, 
indeed, as the Saxon Heptarchy. It was 
the mode of raising men which Alfred the 
Great had recourse to, ‘Ihat great monarch 
committed the care of providing a supply 
for his army to persons, who, at that time, 
held situations in the country exactly similar 
to those of the overseers and churchwardens 
of parishes at present. It could not be con- 
ceived as at all likely to injure the military 
character to have the army recruited through 
the agency of such persons—certainly not 80 
much so as by the employment of ordinary 
recruiting serjeants. For the justification 
of this remark, he would only refer te the 
well known story of Serjeant Kite in the 
drama, and from that it would appear that 
soldiers raised by the ordinary mode of tes 
cruiting were not so very likely to be so re 
spectable as some gentlemen seemed 0 
think. As to the necessity, which called 
for the utmost exertion to provide for the 
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defence of the country, he thought it cou'd 
scarcely be doubted by any man who con- 
sidered the character of the eriemy with 
qhom we had to contend, and the scale of 
his preparations. Since Napoleon had as- 
sumed the title of Emperor, the dangers 
from thie hostility of France had been aug- 
mented,—The hon. raember concluded with 
declaring the pleasure he felt to find, that 
the right hon. gent, who had just spoken 
at length upon the subject had founded his 
opposition, not upon the argument that it 
was unconstitutional, but upon the grounds 


of its propriety and policy.—The question 


was then loudly called for, and the gallery 
was about to be cleared, when, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer tose, He 
began by stating, ihat his wish was to post- 
pone the delivery of his setitiments upon the 
bill he had the honour to submit to the 
house, until he should have ah opportunity 
of hearing all the objections that might be 
urged against it by all those gentlemen who 
were usually in the habit of speaking upon 
such tupics, but yet he could not persuade 
himself to suffer some of the observations 
which had been made in the course of the 
debate to go unanstwered ; and, first, as to 
those remarks which were applied personally 
to himself. From those it seemed as if it- 
was understood that he had forfeited some 
pledge that he had made before he had the 
honour to arrive at the situation which he 
now held; and that he had“neglected to 
bring forward such measures as that house 
and the country had reason to expect. To 
this he should only say, that the very measure 
then before the house was that which, when 
out of office, he pressed on the consideration 
of the house ; and he was much surprised to 
find that many gentlemen, who upon that 
dccasion professed to think it a matter of 
such importance, that they supported a mo- 
tiod to postpone the deliberation on that bill 
for which this was introduced as a substi- 
tate, seemed now disposed to refuse it a full 
discussion. This disappointment he con- 
fessed he felt the more, because, since this 
apparent acquiescence in the ae and ne- 
cestity of this plan,. that part had been 
omitted upon which any material difference 
of opinion seemed to prevail, particularly in 
the mind of the hon. gent. on the opposite 
bench (Mr. Fox). That alteration was as 
to the ballot, which it was deemed advisable 
to leave out altogether. He did not, how- 
ever, from this mean to say, that auy impu- 
tation of inconsistency could attach to that 
hon. gent., even though he should refuse his 
concurrence upon this question, as the ex- 
aoe of his approbation in a former in 

ou. II. 
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stance was much qualified, and as many 
-parts still remained in the bill of which 
that hon. gent. had disapproved; but, as 
those two evils, of which his right bon, 
friend on the lower bench (Mr. Windham) 
so often complained ; namely, the ballot and 
high bounties, were to be removed by this bill, 
he could not help saying, that his unqualified ~ 
opposition not a little astonished him. His 
reason for getting rid of the ballot, the right 
hon. gént. stated to be this, that, since he 
first mentioned this plan to the house, he 
had an opportunity of seeing the papers, . 
which enabled him to ascertain the number - 
of men whose personal service was obtained 
by ballot under the army of reserve bill, and 
this he found to be only 2,000 out of about 
40,000 men. It, therefore, struck him as 
extremely desirable, to abolish that which 
produced so much individual pressure and 
such loud complaints, and to distribute the 
necessity of providing men in such a way 
that the burthen should fall upon those peo- 
ple in the parishes and the country at large, 
who were likely to be the most competent 
“to beat it. For this purpose, and in order 
to make the evil of high bounties impossi- 
ble, this bill provided, while it would serve 
to secure all the advantages of local exertion 
in aid of our regular recruiting. This was 
an al‘eration in the system pursued by the 
late govt., and one of the principal altera- 
tions which he had recommended. If, how- 
ever, he sliould be told, that this plan was 
not adequate to the purpose _in view, he 
would call upon the gentlemen who made 
the objection to propose something of their 
own, or to suggest what they would deem 
necessary to alter, amend or accomplish the 
object of this plan. To the complaint of 
its inefficiency. he would say, that it was 
that which the house and those hon. gen- 
tiemen themselves, on-a former occasion, 
considered preferable fo the army of reserve 
act; and as to the other measures which he 
had promised to bring forward, with respect 
to the propriety of enlisting men for a li- 
mited period in the regular army, he had to 
state, that this subject was under the consi- 
deration of those persons who were most ca- 
pable, from their professional knowledge, to 
form a correct opinion upon it. That opi- 
nion, as soon as he should collect it, he 
would take occasion to submit to the house. 
—As to other points connected with the 
force for our u.itonul defence, he begged it 
to be recollected, that he never said that the 
quantum of that force was not quite suf- 
ficient. He only expressed doubts as to the 
mode of its disiribution, which was so er- 
roneous that ii had not yet been found poge 
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sible to correct it. This formed the im- 
provement which he before stated to be 
necessary in Our military system, together 
with the amendments which he suggested 


in the volunteer bill, relative to the pay, 


cloathing, &¢. many of which were adopted, 
and one of which, that of inviting the vo- 
Junteers to go on permanent duty, was acted 
upon by those gallant corps themselves to 
such an extent, before the bill was adopted, 
that they were now ina state of discipline 
much different from that in which they were 
‘some time ago described by some hon. gen- 
tlemen.—There were other points to which 
he had felt it his duty to call the attention 
of thé house, namely, a farther provision 
for our naval defence ; and also an arrange- 
ment for the construction of fortifications in 
particular places. ‘Those points, he had no 
doubt, that the present executive govt., un- 
der whose department they were, were ac- 
tively engaged in providing for. He alluded 
to them, though he felt them to be extra- 


- neous from the present discussion, and trust- 
. ed the house would excuse him when they 


recollected the frequént appeals made to him 
and his conduct upon the important subject 
of our national defence, in the course of 
the debate.—In coming to the bill before 
the house, he could not help observing, that, 
from the nature of the argumenis used, and 
from the particular tenor of the language of 
his right hon, friend, he could find only a. 
verbal adherence to opinions formerly de- 
livered, but not followed by any practical 
consequences. He had heard of the neces- 
sity of vigorous measures to meet a great 


- and impending danger ; of the propriety of 


making the utmost efforts to recruit our re- 
gular army; a proposition that no one ever 


disputed. He had heard it strongly incul- ° 


cated that every means should be used to 


_keep alive the spirit of the country; that 


the people should be taught to feel that the 
amount of the sacrifices they must submit 
to, and of the exertions they would be 
called upon to make, were not to be cal- 
culated from any thing they had heard of in 
former periods, bro less from any thing 
they had witnessed in times of peace; that 
their minds must be raised to a level with 
the new order of things in which the world 
was placed. All those animating exhorta- 
tions he had often heard ; and what was the 
object of them if they were not intended 
to lead to some practical effect? But, if 
hé were to hear of a refined argument as 
to probable litigation in the parishes, in 


‘ Opposition to a measure called for by the 


most pressing emergency, he could not he- 


_ Sitaie Lo pronounce it a most extraordinary 
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proceeding. He confessed, that he. neye 
expected to hear the tone of his right hog, 
friend sunk so low, as to introduce sper 
parochial considerations into the discussion, 
of a subject involving the fundamental jp, 
terests of this country, and the best ho 

of Europe. He hoped, however, that the 
sentiments of the right hon. gent. would 
not make an impression upon he house 
the country hostile to that measure, ‘as that 
hon. gent., it must be obvious, now presseq 


_ the objection where he before pressed the 


motive. The bill should have been argue 
by the right hon. gent. and others. upon its 
own merits, and not be resisted by the use 


topics or bye words, not 


fairly applicable to it—such as, that it 
would go to convert the parish overseer 
into recruiting officers: but suppose it did, 
and that served to furnish an additional 
force for our national defence, the couniy 
would feel itself amply repaid for any in 
conveniencies which this regulation might 
‘create, in the public prosperity and indi 
vidual comfort which that force would cop 


tribute to secure. okie it was said, that 


this plan was novel and extraordinary, he 
would beg gentlemen to recollect that it 
was founded on that system which had 
stood the test of experience, which had ex. 
isted 50 years in this country, and the prin. 
ciple of which had been recently extended, 
with the unanimous concurrence of. the 
house, toa /evy en masse. This, then, was 
the nature of the wild, fanciful notion, 
which he was charged ‘with having origi- 
nated in this instance. Really, those were 
imputations which he could not understand, 
With respect to the grounds upon which 
the bill was discussed, it seemed to him, 
that the simple question for the considera 
tion of the house was this—whether the 
mode proposed for raising men for the 
army was preferable to the ordinary mode 
of recruiting? In order to judge of this 
question, there were three points to be en 
quired into: rst. whether local exertion 
aided by ordinary recruiting, was not more 
likely to furnish recruits than the latter 
mode alone? 2d. whether men so ‘raised 
for limited service were not more likely to 
enter into the regular army than those pets 
sons engaged in the several occupations of 
civil life? and, 3d. whether such men were 
likely to be worse soldiers than those taken 
immediately from the loom, &c.? Upon 


. the first poiot, he felt it quite unnecessary 


to argue with his right hon. friend: to his 
ingenious speculations he had only to ops 
pose experience—he had only to state, 


that, within little more than 12 months, nd 
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Jess than 100,coo men had been raised in 
this country, through the medium of local 
exertion ; and where, he would ask, could 
a precedent be found for any thing like an 
equal number raised within an equal length 
of time by the ordinary recruiting? It 
was impossible, The success of this plan 
was naturally to be expected. That men 
should prefer, in the first instance, a ser- 
vice taat was limited, with respect to time 
and place, to that which was unlimited in 
both, was what was to be looked for from 
haman nature. The’ desire men had to 
defend their native soil, and to fight upon 
that soil for their own safety, rather than 
go to another country, probably to combat 
the climate as well as the enemy, combined 
with a reasonable deference for the wishes 
of relations, must contribute to determine 
their preference for a limited service. Upon 
the 2d point also, he had only to resort to 
‘experience. He was not under the ne- 
cessity of opposing a theory against the 
theory of the right hon. gent., for he had 
only to call to the recollection of the house, 
that, previous to the close of the last war, 
above 30,000 militia volunteered for ge- 
neral service, and within the last year, out 
of between 30 and 40,000 men, raised for 
the army of reserve, above 14,000 had en- 
listed into the regular army. What, then, 
had not the country to hope, if, pursuant 
tothe operation of this bill, it should have 
a force of 70,000 men ready at an emer- 
gency, from which a reinforcement of 
12,000 men annually towards the regular 
army was naturally to be looked for? What 
would be our prospect under such a cir- 
eumstance, at the commencement of any 
future war, or in case of the leng conti- 
muance of the present? Why, that we 
should have ready at hand a perpetual, ne- 
ver-failing resource for the supply of our 
regular army, to an amount, which, from 
the experience he had alluded to, he thought 
he should not be too sanguine in calculating 
upon.— After having explained, as he con- 
ceived satisfactorily, these two points, he 
did not think it requisite to do more than to 
state the third, to ensure the assent of the 
house. —That soldiers thus obtained from 
- limited to unlimited service, were as likely 
to be not only not worse, but much more 
effective men than others recruited from 
among the people without any previous 
knowledge of military affairs. From this 
view of she subject, he was at a loss to 
know upon what ground a measure could 
be'resisted, that had: at once in view our 
et defence and our future strength. 

8 right hon, friend ‘would not, surely, 
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‘propose in his situation, for the regular ar- 
“my entirely to overlook a defensive force. 


How far, ‘he would be glad to know, did 


‘he mean to carry his principle? The object 


of this bill was to provide for both an of- 
fensive and defensive force, and by the 
most ‘expeditious and effectual means. It 
proposed to give the assistance of the parish 
officers, and the interest which the parishes 
must feel, to promote the views of the or- 
dinary recruiting officers, and to give to all 
men the King’s bounty, The bounty would 
be the same to all; and money, therefore, 
‘was ‘o form no motive in the choice of ser- 
vice which the recruit was to make. But 
gentlemen said, that many abuses would 
arise ont of the execution of this bill, that 
the parish officers would act unjustly, and 
that the poor would be oppressed; but 
those gentlemen seemed to forget, that there 
were any magistrates in the country to 
prevent such oppression, and to punish any 
petty tyrants that might attempt to practice 
it. The fines to be inflicted for the de- 
ficiency of contribution in parishes, could 
not, he maintained, have a tendency to 
urge to such injustice as appeared to be 
apprehended, for that fine was not to be 
so considerable, certainly nothing equal, to 
that to which individuals were liable every 
quarter sessions under the army of reserve 
act. The allusions made to poachers and 
vagrants were not at all justified by any 
clause in the bill. Neither were they made 
subject to any compulsion by this measure, 
nor was it intended that they should. The 
insinuations thrown out, that persons a 

plying for relief to the parish officers would 
probably be rejected if they should refuse 
to enlist under this bill, might be classed 


among the chimerical apprehensions ex- 


pressed upon this subjeet ; for nothing could 
be so absurd as to suppose that the infirm 
and the fathers of families, who were those 
who generally applied for parish relief, were 
such as the parish officers would send to 
form their quota of military contribution ; 
for the one would not be received, and the 
other must leave his family as a burthen to 
the parish. His right hon. friend had said, 
that the existence of a secondary force tend- . 
ed to injure the military character; but 
whether the different descriptions of military 
force, militia, army of reserve, volunteers, 
sea fencibles, &c. now to be formed through- - 
out the nation, had contributed to the effect 
mentioned, or whether the military cha- 
racter was ever held in higher or more ge- 
neral estimation, he would leave it to any 


man who had the least opportunity of ob- 


_ servation to answer, It was rather singular, 
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and not more than the scale of the enemy's 


lieved, also, that much of the apparent dif- 
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that the same right hon. gent. who had 
talked so gloomingly and almost desponding- 
Jy of our danger at one time, but wha now 
professed to feel that danger not so mena- 
cing, should yet state that the very force to 
which we owe our security from that danger, 
are composed-of men, as the right hon. gent. 
termed it, dissevered from danger, and not 
oaly'as unfit to be, soldiers, but that their 
even wearing the military dress, was a dis- 
race to the soldier's character, To whom 
then was the empire to trust for its safety ? 
Discipline, the right bon. gent. observed, 
wes the soul of an army, and the officers of 
the new battalions were to be of such a 
‘character, and to hold such a rotation with 
the officers of the regular battalions attached 
to cach of them, that there was every pro- 
bability of speedy communication of effec- 
tive discipline to the new levies; and the 
right hon, gent. was sufficiently conversant 
with military subjects, to know of what de- 
scription the men might be, provided the 
officers were of the character he had referred 
to. If the right hon. gent. did not wish the 
whole of our defence to rest upon the re- 
galar army, he would ask him, whether he 
would not deem an army for limited service, 
to the amount of 14,000 in the united king. 
dom, an important auxiljary to a regular 
army tothe same amount? The former al- 
ways furnishing the means of keeping up 
the latter to its full complement, and, com- 
bined with our volunteers, enabling govt. to 
apply the disposable force to any purpose 
abroad, that might appear to be expedient, 
This quantum of force, he thought the cir- 
cumstances of the times rendered necessary, 


preparations demanded for our safety.—The 
r'ght hon. gent. controverted the idea that 
there was any scarcity of population in the 
country to supply the army. In proof of 
the contrary he mentioned, among other cir - 
cumstances, that there were not less than 4 
or 5,000 men obtained for the army ef re- 
serve since Feb, last, just during the time 
that so much assertion had been heard in 
that house as to the scarcity of men. He be- 


ficulty of procuring men proceeded from the 
high bounties, pany persons disposed to en- 
list holding back, in the hope that in this 
recruiting auction a higher sum might be 
had. ,, Another cause was the distribution of 
the quotas‘under the army of reserve act, 
without any reference to the number of vo- 
Junteers in each parish, which was an error 
that, upon his suggestion, was but very lately 
corrected. The hon. concluded 
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sure which deserved their further serjous and 


trusted that the house would send it to the 
committee, where it would be lable to re. 
ceive such further improvements as the wig, 
dom of parliament might suggest; and 
where he trusted it would not be the view 
of members to hamper or impede the pros 
gress of the bill, but to view it as a meas 
sure contributing to an extensive plan for the 
completion of our national defence, and the 
increase of our means of disposable force, 
by a permanent, solid, and effectual augs 
mentation of the regular army of the coun. 
t 

i, Fox.—1 have frequently, Sir, been 
under the necessity of apologizing for, 
troubling the house with my sentiments 
at considerable length, on various occas 
sions ; but.at present, I find myself called 


cause I have not delivered my opinion in 
detail upon the measure before us, J have 
but one reason, and that appears to me, 
at least perfectly satisfactory, and it is this, 
| that even before the speech of my right 
hon, friend (Mr. Windham), I thought it 
unnecessary to add any thing to the argu. 
ments against the bill, and that on a fair 
balance, pro and con, there could be no 
doubt of the vast syperiority of the objec 
tions, and then followed the speech of my 
rt. hon. friend, which seemed to me to 
leave no doubt whatever on the case. Bes 
fore I answer the call of the rt. hon. gent, 
it may. be proper to make a few pre» 
liminary observations upon those with which 
he prefaced his speech. He complained, 
that it was hard that those who formerly 
voted for his proposal, when made from @ 
different place, and in a mode to us even 
more objectionable, should refuse to ens 


authority were wanting to justify those, who’ 
on due examination, disapprove the prine 
ciple of a bill in stopping it before it reaches 
a committee, it would be that of a rt, hon, 
gent. on q late occasion, wha said that he 
who thinks the title of a bill explains its, 
principles, must be little acquainted with 
the proceedings of the house ; and the ar- 
guments of the hon. baronet who yotes for 
the measure, that it may be discussed inv 
the committee, pays an indiscriminate com: 

liment to every measure that may be 
forward. But the rt, hon, gent. 
says he did not flatter himself with the 
entire concurrence of myself, and some of 
those with whom I act, in all the provisions, 


by stating, that he hoped he had said enough 


of the bill, Why, then, did we vote fur ith, 


‘ 


to shew the house, that this was amen § 


attentive consideration; and he. therefore 


upon by the rt. hon. gent. to apologise, bes 


tertain it for discussion now. But, if any, : 
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we disapproved that measure which it was 


nomeans regret, I confess, however, that 


notice, too, of an argument of the hon. 


_ himself with this worse bi 
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bat for two reasons, first, that a’ proposi- | 


tion of a nature so important, and from 
aperson of such reputation, was at least 
fit to be discussed ; and, secondly, because 


proposed to suspend, namely, the army of 
reserve bill, and indeed wished that act to 
be repealed altogether. But after having 
supported his proposal on that occasien, I 
should have thought that the rt. hon. gent. 
was the last person who ought to catechise 
us for our motives. He accuses us like- 
ise of never proposing any thing of our 
own for the defence of the country, while 
we object to his.—And here, Sir, let me 
correct the rt. hon. gent. 1} beg his pardon, 
but I think, if Ido not-dream, that, but a 
few weeks ago, I made a motion for going 
into acommittee to consider of the defence 
of the country ; a motion on which I had 
the happiness of his distinguished support, 
ecisely on the grounds on which I brought 
it forward, though the leading members of 
administration, indeed, contended, that we 
ought to suggest specific plans. I thought 
that the best mode then, and so did the rt. 
hon, gent. and if he still remains of that 
opinion, I am ready to make the motion 
over again to-morrow, if he will honour it 
with his support. So’ much in justification 
ofourselves for having supported the rt. 
hon. gent. formerly—a support which I by 


we receive more harsh treatment than the 
tt. hon. gent. deals to others. Some of the 
hon, aod rt. hon. gentlemen who now sit 
near him, then reproached us pretty se- 
yerely for having voted for giving a hearing 
to his en Then his present noble and rt. 
hon. friends, who having heard must ap- 
prove his proposals, would not so much as 
entertain it for discussion ; and to us it is 
every thing that they are now in a situation 
tosupport what they formerly rejected. All 
beg of them for their attacks upon me 
then, is that they would make a sort of 
amende honorable for their conduct ; and, 
making me a how, thank us for the oppor- 
tunity we give them of again defending 
their original favourite plan, by throwing 
out this measure.—-Here let me just take 


bart. (Sir L. Parsqus), who avows, that 
though he approved much more of the bill 
brought forward by the late secretary of 
slate, he must vote for the present. Suf- 
fer me, however, to comfort the hon. ba- 
fonet on this occasion, by informing him 
that he is under no necessity of contenting 

i, because the 
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ther, instead of being lost, now stands for 
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a second reading on Monday next; when, 
if he pleases, he may have an opportunity 
of following up his approbation. He has 


nothing todo, therefore, but to try the fate 


of the bill he patronised so much, and, if 
he fails, still he has a good thing left to 
console him. And here, Sir, permit me to 
say that there is something not remarkably 
creditable to the modesty of the two rt hon, 
gentlemen, on the opposite side, in ae 
the one of them of the late administration, 
and the other of the present one, as if they 
were two distinct administrations. Now 
really, when it is considered that six mi- 
nisters of the last cabinet, being a majority, 
retain their situations in the present one, it 


does not seem that the hon. gentlemen are 


quite so complimentary to their colleagues 
unless they think themselves the only effi- 
cient cabinet ministers. I therefore wish 
to ask, a little consideration for those six 
ministers. It is very hard upon them to be 
so treated-as if they form no part of either, 
when, in fact, they constitute the majority 
of both, and are likely, I believe, to belong 
to every administration that might be form* 
ed—so far are they from beingin that forlorn 
state that some people might suppose ! —The 
rt. hon. gent. complains, that more shouid 
have been expected from him than the pre- 
sent measure promises to effect. I do not 
join in that censure of him. It cannot be 
forgotten, however, that the rt. hon. gent, 
on many occasions, expressed him elf stroog-= 
ly respecting the imminence of the danger 
with which the country was threatened It 
is true there were other measures besides the 
preseut, there was the navy, the ordnance, 
&c. in which much was to be done; and 
no doubt the advice of the rt. hon. gent. 
may be of infinite benefit, though the ord- 
nance at least remains precisely in the same 
hands as when the rt. hon. ge:t. thought. 
that there was room for much greater ex- 
ertion than had been displayed.—As to the 
measure itself, the rt. hon. gent. says, that a 
general military recruiting would be -more 
slow in its operation. But if an immediate 
effect be that chiefly aimed at, is there any 
thing to be done towards a more general. 
arming of the maritime counties? ‘For so 
far, at least, he agreed that the general arm= 
ing we recommended specifically should be ~ 
adopted. I hope, however, that both with 
respect to that and the improvement of the 
volunteers, the right hon. gent. still adheres 
to his former opinions. If he does, he must 
see that for any thing immediate these are 
more urgent than the present bill. Indeed 
it seems rather preposterous to proceed to 


the adoption of a permanent system of re-' 
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cruiting, while soch important parts of our 
defence still remains unfinished ; and I agree, 
that if there ever was any danger of inva- 
sion, nothing has yet occurred that can lead 
us to believe that it is now over.—The pre- 
sent measure, however, giving up the bal- 
lot, is said to be less objectionable to us. 
True, but if the circumstances of the coun- 
try were so urgent, it is possible that strong 
measures may have been necessary, and 
even severity, for immediate result may 
have been preferable to a slow and inefficient 
lenity. But the rt. hon. geuat. says he has 
_ ately found that a very small proportion in- 
deed of the militia and army of reserve 
served jin person. - And did the rt. hon. 
gent. find it necessary to have the informa- 
-tion and researches of office to discover what 
.was notorious to every man in England ?. 
or, if he made the inquity to gratify his 
curiosity in going into office, it was a curi- 
- osity which no man in England had but 
himself. Strange, indeed, must have been 
the construction of a measure that was form- 
ed on principles that were deranged by the 
discovery of so notorious a fact. Then, what 
does the bill profess todo as to immediate 
effect? It is to fill upthe militia, the de- 
ficiency of the army of reserve, and the 
- 12,000 of them that have enlisted for ge- 
neral service. Then how is this to be done ? 
The right hon. gent. complains that the 
parish officers who are to execute the act are 
nick-named recruiting officers. But with 
ali his felicity and choice of language, can 
the right hon. gent. find a better phrase ? 
It has justly been contended by my right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham), that the pa- 
rish officers either will succeed in their exer- 
tions to raisemen, or they will resort to 
threats and to oppression. It is, undoubted- 
ly, true, that the magistrates of this coun- 
try deserve every praise for their pure ad- 
wnivistration of the laws, but still it is not 
good to give them an interest in stretching 
the law. It is said, that much advantage 
will be derived from local exertions and in- 
fluence. But may not such influence be 
abused? If to save the parish money, or 
for the vanity of raising the quota, it is 
quite credible that the influence over the 
lower orders may be abused. The parish 
officers will not send the halt and the blind, 
as the right hon. gent. asks, but they may 
send unfit persons, or they may influence a 
’ poor man with a large family to send his 
son ; and by some such screw.or other must 
the effect be produced. It is true, also, 
that there is no claim as to vagrants and 
poachers, but it is easy to conceive that per- 
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| to talk of free willis a downright mockery, 


‘ 


be influenced to volunteer in such a wayig 


Ip short, the local influence which is to wom 
such wonders, may be translated into po 

shillings, and pence, if not into tyranny ang 
oppression. Bounties will be resorted to jg 
the men are to be found. To save the pa 
rish the fine in case of default, persons 

be induced to contribute a guinea or twoiq 
addition to the govt. bounty, and ths, 
though this does not appear in the parish 
books, the bounty is in fact increased, and 
thus the competition of the regular te 


cruiting is overpowered, notwithstanding not 4 
any regulation to the contrary. And wha Be wit 
is the character of the parish officers) mode 
We have seen the latter displayed upoy Band ' 
the stage, perhaps a little in caricaturg, er th 
but still we know that they will cajole th lars, 
“recruits; they will not be barsh in ‘taxi been 
recruits for peccadilloes, for getting drunk, [Bia t 
or perhaps other vices. But is the parish exist 
officer, turned recruiting officer, to encourage revit 
their proceedings, which, as a parish officer, well 
he is bound to correct ; and how may he not not, 
employ the influence of such authority to om 
| procure men? Besides, is it not absutd, As' 
that govt. should first say to the parish, fore 
find you the man—we find the money; but and 
next, if you don’t find the man, find w for 
the money. Can any thing be worse con. goo 
trived, or more incongruous than such a sys The 
tem? In fact, one of two things will hap nut 
pen. Either the parish officers will employ sire 
an undue influence and authority, or they ext 
will make local subscriptions to increase the me 
bounty, and ‘apply to a crimp, as they do of 
now, raise the men, cost what it will, aad pay 
thus, once more, by high bounties utterly the 
destroy the recruiting for the army. I am the 
almost ashamed of dweiling so much upon * 
this point ; but it is in fact the whole of the ie 
bill. The measure likewise attempts to wi 
blend two things utterly irreconcilable—an a 
extraordinary provision for a sudden emet- th 
gency, and a permanent military system. th 
' There are two things to be aimed at, a suf of 
ficient force for home defence and a general q 
disposable force, and much depends on the bs 
order of the two. It seems to be admitted i 
by all, that if there be a sufficient force for i 
home defence, the general army is not 8 
strong desirable. With respect to the 
plans of making the home army the nursery 9 
for the foreign army, 1 would ask, is it : 
just todoso? The right hon. gent at least b 
says, that he takes the men into the home ‘ 
service, first, because they would not with : 
their eyes open enter for general service. 
Then it is a fraud upon them. He says; 


sons under the suspicion of such charges may 


too, that in the one case their parents would 
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forbid, and in the other encourage them to 


ay enter. But what a fraud is this, too, on 
work the parents! Might not the parents justly 
“ you inveigled our son. from us, on 
y and tence that he engaged for home service 
toi only. Youeven induced us to employ our 
pa influence to send him into the home service. 


Yet in afew months you remove him from 


voin oor sight, and by new artifices you prevail 
thos upon him to do that which, in the first in- 
arish stance, he would have shrunk from, and 


and fiom which we would have used all our pa- 
‘te [Eternal authority to prevent.” Surely, this is 
ding not a fair and honourable way of dealing 
vhat with the country. But it is said, that the 


mode proposed will ‘be more expeditious, 


ers) 

pon and the recruit be sooner had. But no soon- 
ure, ef than if he had at first gone into the regu- 
the lars, which in many cases, if he had not 


been intercepted, he might have done. Rut 
intrath, remove the competition which bas 


rish existed, and which you are again about to 
age revive, and the general recruiting will go on 
cer, well, At least give it a chance. If it does - 


not, then a certain degree of force, if cir- 
cumstances require it, must be employed. 
As the first object now is to have men for 
foreign service, take all you can for that, 
and afterwards you may drag the pond again 
for those of an inferior kind, which may be 
good enough, perbaps, for other service.— 


nursery for another, seems liable to the 
strongest objections, It is one of the great 
excellencies of a free govt. like this, that by 
means of elections, and other popular parts 
of the constitution, the rich are obliged-to 
pay a certain court to the poor, which, on 
the one hand, increases the independence of 
the poor, while it mitigates and corrects the 
arrogance and pride which wealth and su- 
periority might tend to engender, But this, 
which is excellent in the civil, would be 
most pernicious in the military state. There 
the officers should have no favours to ask of 
the suldiers ; they should be in the situation 
of conferring favours; but, to gain the good 
will of the men, and carry them to another 
corps with them, must totally change the 
telative character of officers and soldiers, 
and operate to the destruction of discipline. 
It is. said, however, that under tegular 
Officers the home army would be kept in a 
state of perfect discipline. No doubt under 
such officers they might be made excellent 
troops. But where are such officers now to 
be had?—In. the next place, can we to- 
tally overlook the. constitutional objections 
to such a system? Can we forget that such 
force, as a permanent system, is-in- 


Gonsistent with ajl those guards which were 
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The plan, too, of making one battalion the 
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thought necessary in the militia; and such 
a force, officered like regular troops, the 
officers might in the end have no other con- 
nexion with the country but their holding 
commissions from the crown? Such are the 
objections if the system is to be permanent. 
If it were to be temporary only, all the fine 
spun theory of first and second battalions 
would be blown to pieces in a moment. 
What, then, afier so much expectations, af- 
ter the removal of an administration, in a 
great degree on the charge of want of vigour 
and efficiency in preparing for the public 
defence, will the country be satisfied with 
such a measure as this? The right hor 
gent. taunts my right hon, friend (Mr. 
Windham) with saying, what, would you 
do nothing? But what my right bon. friend 
proposes would doa great deal, indeed; for 
he would take away all the impediments to. 
the general recruiting of the army, and give 
the army a fair chance. As to immediate 
effect, and for home defence, the best 
expedient, in my opinion, is to trust to the 
zeal and spirit of the country. So far, at 
least, the right hon. gent. agrees with me in 
thinking a general recruiting adviseable, at 
least in the maritime counties, and, when- 
ever he brings such a measure forward, he . 
may depend upon my support. Tome, the 
principal classes of our means of defence, 
consist in the regular army, then the militia, 
and the volunteers and general arming; bat 
each of them in its place and order, so as 
not to interfere with that which is different 
and more important. As to the offers of the - 
ailitia last war, it must be remembered that 
it was not till they had been in Holland, in. 
Ireland, and in Minorca, particularly when 
they were under ao officer (Gen. Fox), of 
whom it would not become me to speak too. 
praisingly, but who is allowed to excel in 
the forming of troops. Then, indeed, the 
drafts from the militia became most excel- 
lent as well as brave soldiers, and performed 
exploits which redounded to their own im- 
mortal bonour and that of the country.—. 
To conclude, Sir, I cannot but deprecate 
the adoption of a measure so little caleu~ 
lated to promote its ends, and to which there 
are so many powerful constitational objec- 
tions. IJ have omitted many which might 
have been urged, but the measure is of such, 
a nature, and so palpably defective in every: 
way, that I should not have taken up so 
much of your time in commenting upon it, 
had it not come from a person of the right 
hon. gent.’s consideration, and if, by some 
unaccountable: fatality, it had not appeared’ 
to have occupied a degree of attention which 


in itself, it so little deserves. 
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The house then divided, when thete ap- | Mostyn, SirThomas — Spencer, Lord Robt, 
- For the second reading of the bill 221 | Thee 
| Mellish, W. Symondes, Thos.P, 


North, Dudley Shelly, H. 
Majority - - + » - = “40 O’Brien, Sir Ed. Stuart, Sir J. 
‘The bill was accordingly read a second | Orde, William Sargent, J. 


time, and ordered to be committed on Mon- I. 


Adjourned at 3 o'clock on Saturday | Orchard, W: Temples Lord 
morning. git Henry John 
am; C. A. rwhitt, Thomas 
_ List of the Minority. Petty, Lord H. Talbot, Sir C, 
Adair, Robert Fellowes, Robt. Ponsonby, W.B. Tierney, G. 
Adams, C. Foljambe, F. F. | Porchester, Lord Walpole, George 
Adams, H. Fitzgerald, James Poyntz; W. S. Western, Charles 
Addington, Henry Fitzpatrick, Richatd _ Peirrepoint, C. H. Wharton, Joba 
Addington, Hiley Fon blanque; Joha Patteson, John Whitbread, Sam. 
Althorpe, Lord Foley, A. Paxton, sirW. tnnington, Sir Ed, 
sndover, Lord . Fox, Charles James: Pole, SirC. Windham, William 
Anson, Thomas Francis, Philip Pulteney; Sir a. Wynne, Sir W. 
Antonie, L. W. Giddy, D. Raine; J. Wynne, Cc. Ww. 
Astley, Sir J. Graham, Sir J. Russell, Lord William Vansittart, N. 
Aubrey, Sir J. Geary, Sir W. Robarts; A. Vansittart, G, 
Bagencl, W. Golding, Sanderson, F. Walsh, J. Bs . 
Baker, Grenfell, P. Shaftor, R.E.D. Walpule, H. 
: Bamptylde, Sir C. Grey, Charles Shakespeare, Arthut Watson; G. 
Barclay, G. Hamilton, Ld. Areh. Sheridan, R. B. Wright, J. As 
Barclay, Sir Robert hawkins, Sir C. Shum; George Young, Sir Williata 
Barham, J. F. Hawthorn, C. T. Smith, William Yorke, C. 
Baring, Sir F. Hobhouse, B. Somerville, Sir 
Barlow, F. W. Heathcote, J. 
Benyon, R. Holland, Sir N. 
Berkeley, G. Heathcote, Sir G. ~ HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Bouverie, Edw.  Hippisley, Sir John 
Brogden, Js« Monday, June 11, 1804. 
Brooke, C. Howard, Henry {[Misvures.]—Counsel was heard in con: 


I. RY tinuation, relative to the writ of error, Lu: 
Best, W. D. - Hutchinson, C. cena v. Crawford and others, viz. Mr. Giles 
Bond, N. Jekyll, Joseph at considerable length, as second counsel for 
Bragge, C. » Jervoise, C. J. the appellant. After which their lordships 
dererred the farther hearing of the case til 
Byogrt: Ker, Friday.—Several bills, the greater part of 
Caleratt, John Knox, Hon. G. - which were private, were brought up from 
Cavendish, Lord G. Kinnaird, Charles the commons. and severally read a first time, 
Cavendish, W. Leslie, C. W. —The Caledonian canal bill was presented 
Calvert, N. Ladbroke, Robt, by Mr. Hawkins Browne, read a first time, 


G. and ordered to be printed.—The bills opon 


Cockerill, W. Latouche, R. the table were forwarded in their several 
Caulfield, H. Lawley, Sir R. _ | stages. 


Ch rence. Dr. 
{Ayvessury Erection Birt.) — The 


Cooke, Bryan Lemon, J. order of the day respecting this measure be- 
Combe, Harvey Loveden, E.L. ing read, counsel, &c. were called to thé 
Sacked bar. Previous to the examination of ‘evi- 
Creevey; Thomas pe ang Ss. dence, John Toms, with whom the deputy 
Dolben, Sir W. | Langham, James -. | serjeant at arms was dispatched to Aylesbury, 
Dallas, Robt. Metcalfe, Sir T. to ascertain the alledged fact of a certaift 
Deverell, Robt. Markham, J. memorandum being deposited by him in 
gees Marquis es W. certain part of his house, was put to the bar. 
Matockzwm. A, He stated that he could not find the memo: 
Dundas,Charles = | M’Mahon, John randum in question, nor could he tell what 
_ Dundas, C. Milbanke, Sir Re had become of it.—Mr. deputy serjeant was 
Elliot, W. _ Milner, Sir W. then sworn. He stated, that he accompa- 


_Filison, Richard Morpeth, Lord ships’ order, to Aylesbury, and proc 


Fellowes,N. Morris, Edward | to search the drawers which the witness 
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ted out to him. It.contained no 

, He had no possible means.of com- 
municating with his wife previous. to the 
search. ‘The woman appeared considerably 
itated.—John Toms was then farther ex- 
amined; and the lord chancellor adverted 
to some inconsistencies beiween his then, 
and former examinations.—One or two other 
witnesses were examined. After which 
counsel were heard,. When counsel had 
© withdrawn, a short explanatofy conversation 
took place between Lords Auckland, Gren-. 

yille, and the lord chancellor ; after which 
Lord Grenville, in order to gain every 
ticable information on the subject, and. 

to afford full. time. for its consideration 
moved, that the debate arising on the qa. 


tion for the second reading of the bill, be. 


father adjourned till Friday next. Which 
was ordered accordinglvy.—Some private bu- 
siness was then disposed of, and the house 
adjourned till to-morrow. " 
_ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, June 11, 1804. 


(Minures.}—On the motion of Mr. 
Hawkins Browne, the Scotch inland navi- 
gation bill was read a third time and 
passed. — The right honourable George 
Canning, Mr. William Dundas, and Lord 
Dunlo took the oaths and their seats, on 
their re-election.— Petitions from the debtors 
epnfined in the gaols of Hertford and Co- 
ventry, praying for relief, were presented 


and ordered to lie on the table.—Sir T. Met- . 


calfe stated, that in the absence of his right 
hon, friend (Mr. H. Addington) he was au- 
thorised to postpone the second reading of 
the cotton manufacturers bill, The order 
of. the day for this purpose being read, was 
accordingly discharged, and on the motion 
of Colonel Stanley, the bill was ordered to 
be read a second time on Thursday next.— 
Mr. Foster brought up the Irish linen bill, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to 
ibe read a second time to-morrow.—Sir W. 
Young moved, that the Speaker do not issue 
warrant to the clerk of the crown fora 
new writ for the borough of Aylesbury be- 
fore this day three weeks, which was or- 
dered accordingly.-<-On the motion of Mr. 
‘James Graham, the second reading of the 
Solway Frith tishery bill was postponed till 
ednesday se'nnight.—The house went in- 
10-4 committee on the motion of Mr. C.. 
On. the misdemeanour prosecution 
bill. The report was received, and ordered 
oto be taken into consideration on Wednes- 


d2y—On the motion of the Solicitor | 


Vox, I, 
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neraly the house went into .a committee on 
the -attornies bill. The report 
was brought up by Sir R;.Buxton, and or- 
dered to be received to-morrow.—Mr, James 
Fitzgerald, pursuant to.motice, moved, that 
there be laid before the house, “A return of 
the names of the commissioners appointed — 
under an act of the Irish parliament, for 
granting allowances to cities, towns, and bo- | 
roughs, which sustained any injury by not 
returning members to parliament, onder the 
act of union, and for granting compensation 
to certain officers, together with the amount 
of the salaries of said commissionets, and 
of other officers. appointed for carrying said 
acts into execution ;” also, Amaccountof 
the particulars of said compensations, dis- 


‘tinguishing the dates of, the, patents, the 
‘names of those to whomi-granted, and the 


amount of the grants;” also, “ a retarn of 


_the proceedings of said commissioners, of the 


claims preferred, and of the times of pre- 
ferring them,;” also, a return of. the  of- 
fices and employments granted, by patent, or . 
by warrant of the lord. Jicut. from the- 1st of 
Jan. 1800, to the Ist of June 1804, specify- 
ing the salaries and funds on which charged;” 
also, ** an account of the charges upon the 
consolidated fund in Ireland, exclusive, of 
charges for the national debt, from the ist — 
of Jan. 1789, to the Istof Jan. 1804, speci- 
fying the date of the charges, the persons — 
for whom, by name, and by what authori- 
ty ;" also, ‘ an account of the salariesjand 
compensations to the officers of the late ord- 
nance department in Ireland, from the Ist 
of Jan. 1789, to the 1st of June 1804;” also, 
“ An account of the salaries granted to the 
officers for managing the inland navigation 
in Ireland, specifyiug the salaries and 
penses; and also setting forth the warrant 
and authority by which they were granted.” 
The accounts were severally ordered.—Sir 
W. Pulteney moved, that: there be laid. be- 
fore the house, an account of the expenses 
incurred in maintaining the Cape of Good 
Hope, from the time it was taken by his 
Majesty's troops to the surrender of that set- 
tlement at the peace. Ordered,—Mr. Rose 
submitted to the house a question, whether 
a member (the Hon. C. Villiers) ought to 
vacate his seat in parliament, in consequence 
of having received the office of chief pro- 
thonotary of the court of common pleas.of 
the county palatine of Lancaster? Mr. 
Wynne wished to know, if it would sot be 
more regular to move, in the first instance, 
for a copy of the grant ander, which Mr. 


Villiers is now in possession of, the said.qf 
fice? A copy of the said «ppoiniment 


accordingly ordered. 
Qq 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Ard row. Mr, Rose moved 
the order of the-day for reading the charge 
against John Dayman , under sheriff of Cori: 
wall}, and for'calling to the bar ‘of the 
house; and this being: done’ aceordingly ; 
John, Daynian, standing ‘at: bar, was 
asked by the speaker what he had to say to 
the charge he had heard read 
He assured the louse, that had vot acted 
from corrupt motives, dnd that it was 
the farthest from his intention, ‘to do an act 
to violate the privileges'of parliament ; that 
hé could’ not have acted from partiality, be- 
ase’ he was not personally known to either 
‘of the catididateés at the Jate election for Lis- 
keatd. He bégged the indulgence of the 
house, and assured them; that if he had acted 
wrong, he had' done so-unintentionally. He 
then withdrew from the bar. eu 
Mrs Rote said, it was not his wish to say 
ny thing in aggravation of the charge 
against Mr. Dayman, bat he  conceivéd it 
‘to be his duty to'bring before the’ house the 
Opidionof the committee that had tried the 
‘merits‘of the Liskeard election, so far as it 
related to the conduct of that person. He 
must acknowledge, that no evidence had 
come before the committee, of any direct 
corruption ; but it had appeared, be had re- 
eived some money from each of the can- 
didates; hé acknowledged himself, that be 
had been hands y paid for his trouble. 
It was, howevetj contrary to law, for an 
under-sheriff to accept of any reward what- 
soéver;, for his trouble at an election ; and 
0 far Mr: Dayman acted improperly. It 
_ (was necessary that some punishment should 
‘be inflicted on him for what he had done : 
otherwise the same conduct might be prac- 
tised by others. This was not an uninformed 
man; he had been bred to the law, he could 
not have acted’ from ignorance ; and it was 
“incumbent on him to do the office he filled, 
in a fair and proper manner. He then 
“moved, that the house should adopt the re- 
‘solution agreed to by the committee; ‘that 
Mr. John Dayman, the under sheriff of the 
county of Cornwall, in annexing to the writ 
“the indenture complained of in the petition 
‘of W. Huskisson, Esq: respecting the last 
teturn of a member to serve in parliament 
for the borough of Liskeard, acted contrary 
_ to his duty, and in violation of the privi- 
“leges of the house.” The right hon. gent. 
said, he should afterwards move, “ that he 
© be taken’ into custody by the serjeant at 
~arms,” ba 
Sir William Lemon hoped the house would 
‘eonsider the great expense this young man 


& 


sted solely from error. 


pthishmient on him. 


‘at the bar. 


for what he did. 


“shad ‘already been putto, and not inflict’ a 


“heavy piinishment on He said, 
had from the high sheriff of 
wall; giving a very good character’ of Mp 
Dayman, who would not, on any account, 
act from improper motives, and, if he bad 
been guilty of any misconduct, it must caf 
tainly have been unintentional on his pat 
Besides, the house should bear in mind, that 
he had no knowledge of, or connexion with 
any of the parties at the election. 
Mr: Gregor said, that the under shetif 
having réceiv@d a small sum of money, 
way of fee for his trouble at’ the election, 
was not a proof that he had acted from con 
motives. From the enquiries he ha 
himself made into this gent.'s character, and 

he had received, he believéd 

He begged’ 
louse to consider the injuty he ‘must suffet 
éven in his profession, if it inflicted a Heaty 


- Mt. Holland, being a member of thé 
committee appointed to examine into this 
subject, heped he should-be indulged if he 
differed in opinion from the right hon gent. 
(Mr Rose.) It did not appear on evidence 
that the udder sheriff had acted from par. 
tiality, or from ahy motive of corruption, 
It must be attributed to. negligence rather 
than any other cause. He was of  opiniog, 
that the house would do enough te shev 
that they would not allow their privileges tb 
be trifled with, by reprimanding the’ gent, 


Mr. Rose again contended, that as’ this 
man could not have acted from ignoratite 
(although even that would be inexcusable), 
he must have had some niotive in his mind 


Mr. Sheridan denied that the under sheriff 
had the plain line of his duty laid down'te- 
fore him ; he was not bound, as a matter‘of 
course, to receive any return which the' te 
turning officer might make. “Tt wasea part 
of his duty to see that the return was! Net 
an improper one. In fact, it had been 
stated to Mr. Dayman, that the mayoréf 
Liskeard had made a false return ; atid that 
was the reason he sent up the two returns 
to the clerk of the crown. 
mittee, which afterwards tried the election, 
decided differently from the mayor; they 
| having given it as their opinion, that the 
right of election resided with the mayor and 
burgesses generally ; and the mayor having 
» declared the right of eleetion to be im the 
‘mayor, and the capital and! free burgess. 
It ‘was 'tlierefore a case, in which tn 
} might be misled, and 
“in judgment, w 


And the com- 


joke 
cou 
| 
| 
| 
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censure. of. house .as, 

as qught to be anflinteds on 
mab, 

Secretary. at War thought 

joke to say that this. 

aa be misled, 

Mr. Banks said, it appeared that Mr. 
Dayman. had receiyed-a fee from both par- 
ties; and that would not have happened, if 
he had not .made.a double returo.-+Dhe. first 
motion was then and agreed to,; and.on 
its being moved,.“ that Mr., Dayman. be. 
taken into the custody of the serjeant at 
ams,” Sit W.. Lemon moved, as am-amend- 
ment,‘ that he be reprimanded and dis- 
charged,” This amendment was supported 
by..Mr, Sheridan.—Mr, Pitt, and the $e- 
cretary at War contended, that.after the re- 

ution the house had just.agreed.to, and 
eh was to remain on.their journals, they 
could. not, consistently with. their duty, 
adopt any.proceeding Jess severe. than that of 
ordering. this person into custody, If the 
house. acted, otherwise, it would ‘be.a sure 
render of their dignity.—The motion for 
taking him into, custody was then agreed to, 
Sir W. Lemon. having previously withdrawn 
his.amendment. 

[Stay Trave.J—Mr. Deverell said, he 
rose to move.for certain papers. relating ito 
-slaves imported. into the West-Indies. For 
these there was a duty paid“of 44 per cent. 
His motion would be for the production of 
this duty; and the object of it certainly,was, 
to postpone until next session of parliament, 
a.bill then before the.house, for the abolition 
of. the African slave trade. He should make 
it,appear. from those papers, that his Ma- 
jesty. had a personal duty on all negroes im- 
ported into the. West-lndies; and, if so, 
these duties ought not to be infringed upon. 
Before any other proceeding toald be adopt- 
ed. in the bill before the house, it was ne- 

sary that his. Majesty's consent should be 
fe obtained ; and when its object was io 
troy a great portion of our. commerce, it 
ought to have been introduced in a different 
shape from what it had. He did, not, think 
the house justified i in. introducing the mea- 
“Sure without its having been first recom- 
mended in a speech from the throne,— 
te the hon. member was called to order — 


«4 Wilberforce, who observed, that ‘the 
motion with which the hon. gent. meant to 
conclude with, was simply for the, praduc- 
tion of. certain papers: he could, not,-con-— 
fistent with order, preface it by. a long 
speech on the merits. of, a bill, which he | 


‘sings Hé did why:the time the: 
‘house should be’ taken up» with such obser~, 
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vations, particularly.,if;mo opposition was- 
intended to be made to'his motion. . For his; 


own part, he nat) mean the 


motions 
consider, that he was.not yet: supposed tobe, 
aware of the nature:of the mation, and could, 
not know »what. alierations'the. ‘hon. gent. 
may have found necessary, far) it, 
might be: concected with the ignogeal: 
tion of the-slave trade, o> 
The Speaker begged: leave to temnind 
hon, member how farshe.wasiin order, and: 
how far nots’ Any reasons shewing the pro<j 
ae of his motion were certainly in ordet 5 
ut fo ‘comment upon or diseuss-the ques-; 
tioa was out. of: order,sand a: transgression: 
of the rules of the -house,. requested, 
therefore, the hon. the ‘worse 
of his motion. 2 
Mr. Deverell that ithare be laid 


_ before the house, amaccount of theidaties 


paid on negroes imported. into: the -West 
India islands, .fromthe/coast of Africa; for 
three years preceding the Ast of Jam: last, 


together with an acconut of :the approprias 


tion of the said duties.” » oe 
agreed to. qo 
[VoLUNTEERS 
tention of the house ito the inconvenieneies 
that, had taken place; aims many idstancess 
from calling, out the volunteers on -actudl 
service, tothe prejudice; of their familiess 
The right bon. the Chancelleniof the 
chequer, might have.it.inyhispower to ap- 
ply some remedy, he.didnoty 
he would take an early day for svbeiitingsé 
the hopse, a motion on thesubject. 
The Chancellor of the Exobequer ex 


goodness to communicate ito: him what :he 
might think proper to. bedloney as he would 
co-operate in any aa: the 
inconvenience alluded to... 

[AppiTionaL Force: Chane 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order of 
the day for the:house to go into a committee 
on the Additional Force On, the quese 
tion that the Speaker do léavethe:chair,.. 

Mr. Jekyll rose and said, that he felt him- 
self bound, in the discharge of am imperious 
and solemn duty, to oppose the motiom of 
the right hon. gent. “After what bad passed 
ina late discussion onthe subject of. the-bill 
now before the house, he:should deem bim- 


| self as. failing in his dutyy, if he did- not 
press shortly.on. the house, the: opiniens: he 


have another of. | 


entertained its daty, as a 
Q q 2. 


a wish that the hon. gent. would have the . 


| ; 
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member of parliament, he was-called on to 
perform, and he could not but look: upon it 
actually ‘the? duty of every gent. ‘who. 
thought as. he did:of ‘the measure under dis- 
€assion, to oppose 
Speaker's leaving the-chair. Plans of various 
atures had been offered’ to the: house for 
_ placing the country in a respectable state of 

_ defence. Those plans had been. discussed 
and rejected, when.a right hon.gent. (Mr. 
Pitt), not then amember of his Majesty's 

govt.,: proposed a plan which appeared a fit 


that which he hadogiven reason to expect, 
and possessing no novelty but that which 
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the. motion .for the 


@bject of discussion, 


He confessed, that he 
had voted for the consideration of that. plan 


in common with those who concurred with 


him on the occasion,’ from a natural con- 


fidence in the great talents of the right hon. 


gent. He had, therefore, expected, now 
that he .was minister, that the right hon. 
gent. would. have brought forward some 
measure calculated to give satisfaction to all 
sides of the house, but he was much: sur- 


prised to find his actual plan different from 


‘was universally reprobated, the introduction 


of a mode of attempting to recruit the army 
parish officers. Whatever other features 
je measure might have, he called on the 


gentlemen on the opposite side, or on. any 
side of the house,. to say, whether there was 
any other character ‘of n 

appealed to gentlemen conversant with 
the’ manner in which country business was 


managed, acquainted with the administra- 


tion of justice in the country, whether, con- 


sidering the many duties with which parish” 


officers were already burthened, they could 
be competent to this duty in addition, and 
whether the measure in that respect did not 
appear to them impracticable. He was sa- 
tisfied, that any gent. acquainted with the 
nature of the duties of parish officers, must 


that it would be impossible for them to 


accomplish this in'addition. But he did not 


consider the measuré-as merely impractica- 


ble; he:looked wpon it as oppressive. In 
case the numbers should not be provided, 
certain penalties attached, first on the pa- 
rishes, and ultimately on the counties, which 


nalties were tobe levied by rates on the 


sndividuals; and he looked upos it as an 
injustice to the individual to be so taxed 
without any possibility of evading the pe- 
malty. A paper had -been put into bis 


hands on coming into the bouse, which 


_ stated a grievance that appeared to him se- 


vere, 


€ paper was anonymous, but gen- 


‘tlemen might judge of the case, when they 
should hear-it tread, which he should do as 
~ part of hisspeech, ‘The paper stated, “* that 


ovelty init? He 
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the individual had been drawn for the sip.’ 
plementary militia about 12 months since, 


at which time he had paid 30 guineas: 
iv 
to understand would exempt him 
militia and army of reserve for 5 years, clear’ 
of all expense. But he saw that the bill 


for a‘substitate,; which he had been 


now before parliament would, nevertheless, 
subject him to the supply of the supplemen. 
tary militia, and of the army of reserve, 
which would be an act of injustice to him, 
as well as to many thousands besides ; that 
such persons ‘also'as had entered into ‘vo. 


| lunteer corps to avoid the ballot, would now 


withdraw from them, and that the honour. 
able and patriotic volunteers who had de« 
termined to sacrifice their lives and propers 
ties in the cause of their country, would be 
by this law subjected to the rates in common 
with those who should quit their corps!” 
The hon, member did not feel it necessary 
to detain the house longer, to urge the ims 
policy, impracticability, and injustice of ‘the 
measure more strongly than it had been sta- 
ted in the paper which he had just read. ~~ 
. Mr: Peter Moore said, that when he looked’ 
at the principles of the bill, he considered it 
as one of the most alarming that had ever 
been introduced to the house since the de- 
testable time of James the Second. He had 
little more to do than to call upon the house, 
if it regarded its liberties, and the constitu. 
tion-of the country, as founded by their an- 
cestors, to g6 with him in acting upon: the 
same' principles as their ancestors did, on @ 
similar occasion. Immediately after the 
> le of the rebellion in 1685, his 
ajesty, King James, opened the parlia- 
ment, and stated to them, in his speech 
from the throne, a plan nearly allied in point 
of principle to that in the present bill, viz, 
that, although the militia of the country and 
the standing army had performed their doty, 
although they had suppressed the rebellion’ 
from one end of the country to the other) 
the militia was not sufficient, and that n 
thing but'a Jarge body of troops kept in con- 
stant pay could defend him and the country 
from the attacks of their enemies, both at 
home and abroad. His Majesty then pro- 
ceeded to desire the house to double the 
amount of the regular standing army, in liew 
of the ancient and constitutional force 
the militia, and begged the house would not 
make any objection on account of a defi- 


ciency of officers, because he had already 


provided them, Such were the words of 
King James's speech. It would be proper 
for the house to: look at this time to the 


conduct pursued by their forefathers on that 
memorable Occasion. They granted a 
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y proportioned only to the existing force 
re country, avowedly disclaiming the 
jastice of his Majesty's proposttion. “They 
gddressed him to discontinue the services of 
those officers who -were disqualified by the 
test act, arid then they advised a committee, 
to disband the forces, and bring in a bill.to 
render the militia more complete for the 
purposes expected from it. ey farther 
shewed their constitutional jealousy, by 
directing the ged officers of te to 
bring in that bill. He saw no alteration 
in oe present times that could possibly 
warrant a permanent additional force like 
the one now called for. It was totally in- 
plicable to the present moment, and at 
mes, it would prove subversive of the 
constitution itself. It we had a due sense 
of ouf*free constitution, which had been 
thus transmitted to us, we ought to repu- 
diate, in a like manner, the measures now 
suggested. If ‘the militia was not compe- 
tent for its duty, in the name of God, 
bring m a bill in order to make itso. He 
knew that it had done its duty, according 
to the expectations of the state. If one bill 
would not do, let ten bills be brought in for 
be commendable purpose. It was the 
tia that precluded the necessity for such 

an immense standing force. The bill under 
discussion did not even qualify the matter 
so far as to say that such a force was in- 
tended for foreign service, but expressly 
mentions that it wasfor the defence of the 
tealm. Had it been of a temporary nature, 
and destined for foreign service alone, he 
had little doubt but the house might with 


propriety agree to it, but as it stood, there. 


Was no security that the force would be 
discontinued when the service was at an 
end, On these principles, therefore, he 
should object to the Speaker’s leaving the 
chair, if any credit were to be given to 
the statements of ministers, made perhaps 
for their defence as well as for the satisfac- 
ition of the house, the situatiou of the coun- 
tty was not such as to call for sach an aug- 
mentation; 822,000 men, ineluding the 
seamen and marines, had already been pro- 
wided for the defence of the country, and, 
with such a force, there could be no: call 


_ for any additional ballot, nor for a great 


permanent force. All that was wanted was 
to organise the force already provided for 
service, There was an army in the North 
doing nothing, but ready, and he was sure 
competent to its duty; there was another 
army in the South, equally prepared for 
action, but having no émployment, and 
helping the former to do nothing; there 
were also armies in the East and West, 
ia similas circumstances. He was coufi- 
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dent they were all equally and perfectly 
competent to defeat any attempi of the 


‘| enemy, who, if they should veature from 


their own shores, would never have another 
story to tell. The force of the country, he 
observed, was divided with reference to 
two objects; first, to the home defence, 
and next to continental war. The first ob-. 
ject was completely secured by the consti- 
tutional force of the couniry » and when he 
looked to the state of the continent, he 
could not discover any prospect of assist- 
ance or co-opefative forces in any part of 
it. On the ground, therefore, that we had 
a greater force in the country than we 
wanted, and that the bill under discussion 
would be subversive of the constitution, he 
should oppose the motion, 

Mr. M‘ Nagbten could not discover any 
similarity between the circumstances of the 
present times and the circumstances of the 
year 1685. The hon. gent. who had just 
sat down, had talked much of that uncone 
stitutional reignand those detestable times; 
and in jumping over a century had attack- 
ed the right hon, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, by making @comparison between 
him and James If, However such speeches 
might answer party views in the house, he 
should be glad if any hon, member would 
state what effect they would be likely to 
produce out of doors. The hon. gent. had 
talked of standing armies as likely to over- 
throw the constitution ; but whatever might 
have been the case in other times, a large’ 
standing army was now the only means of 
security for the constitution against the at- 
tempts of an upstart usurper. The hon. 
gent. had laid much stress on the establish- 
ment of a permanent army, but did he forget 
that we had the annual mutiny bill, which 
afforded us the means of putting a stop to 
such a force at once? He was sorry to 
take up the attention of the ‘house, but 
after the discussion that had taken place on 


_ Friday, after a majority of the house had 
decided that the bill should be read -a se- - 


cond time, and should go into a committee, 
he could not but consider any opposition to 
the Speaker’s leaving the chair as proceed- 
ing from factiousand vexatious motives, as 
a violent attempt on the part of the gens 
tlemen on the other side of the house, to 
embarrass his Majesty's ministers. (A loud 
ery of order! order!) 

Earl Temple called the’ hon. gent. to 
order. The reason on-which he did so the 
noble lord stated to be, that no member 
was justified in attaching improper motives 
to any gent. for the sentiments which he 
might urge in debate. iy 

The Speaker-declared it to be undoubtedly 
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out of order to impute personal motives to 


any gent, but at the same time he allowed it . 


to be perfectly in order to state what effect 
might possibly be produced by such motives 
in the course of discussion. . 


Mr. M‘Naghten was proceeding the . 


same -train of observation when he. was 
again.called to order by ee 9 
_ Sir W. Young, who insisted, that it was 
one .of the wisest. principles of.our ances- 
tors in regulating the proceedings of that 
house, that the discussion might be renew- 
ed in each of the different stages through 
which every legislative measure was ne- 
gessarily to pass before it could be enacted 
into a law, when 
_ The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose to 
order, and contended, that the observa- 
tions of the hon. bart. did not apply to the 
point of order. 
» Sir W. Young insisted, that he had been 
perfectly in order ; that it was the right of 
every member of that house to. express his 
sentiments on any legislative measure in 
every stage of its progress; and that to 
impute to. him.factious or vexatious mo- 
tives, was net only t@ throw impediments 
in the. way of freedom of debate, but to 
take away the deliberative privileges of 
the house. i 
_ The Speaker then observed, that the hon. 
member (Mr. M‘Naghten) must . have 
perceived what was to be considered, the 


strict line of order, and would regulate his 


conduct accordingly. 
Mr. M‘Naghten then confined himself 
merely to giving his support to the motion. 
“Colonel Craufurd then rose, and_ said, 
that the reluctance which he always felt at 
ebtruding himse]f upon the house was 
- greater than usual upon the present.occa- 
sion, because, having failed in his endea- 
vours to catch the Speaker's eye at an early 
period of the debate which took place on 
. the second reading, he now felt that he 
must either omit a great part of what he 
» had intended to urge in opposition to the 
measure, or tire the house with. a repeti- 
tion of what had already. been much more 
forcibly stated -by other members, But 
setpuhunediog this disadvantage he felt 
that, considering the part which he had ta- 
ken upon former occasions and the opinions 
he had so frequently expressed upon this 
subject, he owed it. to himself to request 
that the-house would indulge him with this 
opportunity of shortly explaining the prin- 
e:pal. reasons which induced him, who 
bad so repeatedly urged the necessity of 
increasing our regular army, to oppose a 
measure, the professed aim and design of 
which was to effect that which he so.anxi- 


ously desired, He said that, whether, he 
considered our present situation with a 
view to the defence of. the empize against. 
what he must still persist ip desertbing ag 
the most, formidable attack hat ever Was 
prepared against. this or,any other.cuuntry. 
—or, extending views. beyond the limt, 
ed horizon of security at.home, he endea, 
vonred to discern some prospect of bringing. 
the war .to a ‘glorious and successful cop. 
clusion, by reducing the. power of France 
and. thereby obtaining the, only chance 9 

a safe, solid, and ,permanent peace,-ip 
whichever light he considered. the subject, 
he was equally convinced that, whether for 
present defence or. future offensive pi 

posesy it was incumbent upon us. to 
utmost endeavours to augment. our regular 


army. But no man could be more 


desirous of promoting the accomplishment 
of this. important object, yet.he felt that to 
oppose the present bill. was perfectly con, 
sistent with that desire ; because .he was 
convinced that, whilst it would be produc. 
tive of much mischief, much vexation and 
injustice 10 the country, it would be found 
to be perfectly inadequate to the, purposes 
for which it was intended ; thatei 
would not add one man to the army, 4 
might not be obtained without having se. 
course to this vexatious mode of Hs 
ing : or if it did raise any men ¢hat would 
not otherwise be procured, they would: be 
either of so vile a description, .or procured 
by means so. detestable, that being as hew, 

a warm advocate both for increasing ue 
streggih and also for maintaining the credit 
and reputation of the army,.he should wish 
to spare it the disgrace of being so recruit, 
ed.—It was not his intention, he said,.to 
comment at any length. upon the-circum, 
stances which had preceded the introdug, 
tion of the present bill, ..He was far from 
feeling any surprise when he lately found 
that the right hon, gent. who.is the authgt 
of it, had abandoned his intention of ren- 
dering ballots pernianent.. What surprised 
him was, not that he should have given.ap 
this. design, but that he should ever. have 
entertained it, From what he recollected 
the right hon, gent. to have said in, the 
course of a debate which took place.some 
months ago on the subject of the volunteers? 
exemptions, it did appear that he was.even 
then aware that scarcely any of the 
men served in person; and he therefore 
had been considerably surprized , when he 
afterwards heard him propose to. render 
permanent that very system of balloting, 
the inefficacy of which he had thus, acknows 
ledged. He thought, however, that, ae 
right hon. gent. deserved great cxeditlor 
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- fRelteadiness with which he had allowed 


whitister, would, he doubted not, have been 


» ver had proved it to be much less efficient 
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himself to be induced, by the further in- 
formation that he had obtained since he 
cam@ into office, to abandon the principal 4 
featiire of a plan, which only two or three 
weeks before he had actually communicated 
in detail to this house as the result of long 
and mature’reflexion upon the subject. But 
in giving him dite ‘credit for this change, 
justice required that he should remind him 
ofthe obligations he was under to his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) for having 
been the means of sparing him the morti- 
fication that he would have experienced 
if he had ‘persisted in his ori inat plan of 
anent ballots ; a plan, hich, even if 
ught forward by the right hon. gent. as 


féptobated and rejected by all sides of the 
hose: It was but just, he said, that the 
tight hon, gent. and the house should re- 
@ollect, that the information which had in- 
duced him to make so complete a change 
fn his measure, was a return, moved for 
Ae right hon. friend, of all men raised 
under the reserve act, distinguishing the 
substitutes from the balloted men who 
served in person. But! without further 
inquiring who was entitled to the praise of 
faving been most instrumental to puttin 

an end to the ballot, he heartily rejoiced 
that it had been put an end to. When he 
said this, he was far from meaning to blame 
those who had introduced it ; for, what- 
ever objections he might have entertained 
against the organization of the army of re- 
setve, he certainly had thought that the 
late ministers were entitled to praise for 
having had recourse to the ballot, as a 
témporary experiment, under pressure 
ofa great emergency. Experience how- 


4nd more mischievous than he had fore- 
‘seen that it would be, and he rejoiced that 
itwas now ahandoned.—The present plan 
Was ‘certainly less vexatious and less op- 
pressive than the ballots ; it was, however 
to ‘a great degree vexatious and op- 
‘pressive, and it was not to be justified 
upon the plea of state necessity, because he 
‘was convinced that it’ would do the state 
No'service. He really believed that if go- 
‘vernment would adopt what had'been so 
repeated]; by his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Windham) on the subject of 
recruiting the army, — if they would put 
‘amend to all’competition from other de- 
‘Striptions of force ; if they would remove 
‘the strong objections that men now feel to 
“the'regular army, arising chiefly from the 
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and liable to West-India service ; if they 
would increase the inducements tothe people 
to devote themselves to the military profes- 
‘sion, by making an ample and liberal pro- 
vision for every man whoshould have served” 
his country faithfully for a certain number 
of yeats, so that the situation of a retired 
soldier might be regarded as an enviable 
condition ;—if the government would adopt 
all these recommendations.of his right hon. 
friend, he really believed that, notwith- 
standing the new and extraordinary situa+ 
tion in which we find ourselves in conse- 
quence of the events of the last ten years, 
we should have no occasion to have’re- 
course tecompulsory means for the recruit- 
ing of our army. But this he was sure of, 
that if compulsién was or ever should be- 
come necessary, it must, in order to do 
any good, be of a very different nature 
from what was now proposed, He could 
conceive no effectual compulsion short either 
of an absolute military conscription, such 
as is established in Prussia, in Austria, or in 
France; or a system of ballots, with a fine » 
in default of personal service so high as to 
be beyond: the ability of the lower orders to 
pay, and accompanied by the most severe 


- and effectual laws for the prevention of all 


associations or subscriptions for insurance 
against ballot. sincerely hoped that we 
should never in this country be reduced to 
the necessity of having recourse to either 
of these methods ; but he was sure that 
any system of compulsion short of these, 
must be wholly ineffectual. With respect te 
the present plan, it was neither one thing 
nor the other : it greatly increased, instead 
of abolishing, the competition; it held out 
no additional inducement, and as to com- 
pulsion, there was just enough of it to be 
vexatious and unjust towards the parishes, 
but not enough to procure men. When 
he said, that even under the present cir- 
cumstances of Europe, he did not believe 
it was necessary for us to have recourse to 
compulsion for keeping up our regular and 
embodied force, he did not, however, 
mean to say, that it was safe for us to trust 
entirely for the defence of ‘the country 
either to an army recruited by the means 
which he proposed, or to the mere voluntary 
exertiors and zeal of the people to co- 
operate with. The immense increase of the 
power of France; the military conscription 
established ‘in that country, by which its 
government is enabled to augment its army 
to any possible extent ; and the dispirited 
and disjointed state ofthe continent, which 
does at present, and may continue hereafter 


“circumstances of their being bound for-life, 


toleave them at liberty to employ the greatér 
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' part of their force against us, had cer- 


tainly rendered it necessary that we should 
adopt some more sure, permanent, and ef- 
fectual means of providing for our defence 
than any that have hitherto been resorted 


to. Under these circumstances he was 


convinced that it had become expedient to 
west in the crown, the power of compelling 
all men of a ceriain age to. learn the use 


. @f arms, and of arraying and calling out 


this great national force, in case of actual 
invasion, in any way that might be most 


efficient for the purpose of repelling it. 


He was certainly an advocate for vesting 
thy, es in the crown, provided it be so 
“regulated and defined by parliament as to 
prevgnt its. abuse ; to prevent, for instance, 


tfaining being enforced beyond what 


is absolutely necessary, to prevent its in- 
terfering with the ordinary occupations of 
the people, to prevent any men being 
ealled above four or five miles at most 
from'their home, except in case of actual 
invasion, and, finally, to prevent the gra- 
dations of society being confounded, or any 
person being placed in a situation inconsist- 
ent with the rank which he holds in civil 
life, by an arbitrary or capricious exercise 
of the power of calling upon him to act in 
defence of the ccuntry. To such a power, 
so defined and regulated by parliament, he 
not only had no objection, but on the con- 
trary, he believed it to be absolutely ne- 
cessary to eons us in a state of perma- 
nent securily. ith respect, therefore, to 
the training and arraying that species of 
force, which is to be called outjonly in 
ease of actual invasion, he was in favour 
of a system of absolutecompulsion; but for 


’ supplying the permanently embodied army, 


-will But it undoubtedly was a system of 


he would attempt no species of compulsion 
whatever, until we had tried the system of 
increasing the encouragement and of re- 
Moving the objections to the service, and 
of destroying all competition against it, by 
making it impossible for men to enjoy any 
of the honours, distinctions, advantages, 
ot gratifications of a soldier’s life, without 
entering into the regular army.—It might, 
however, be said, that gg is nota 


en. of compulsion. Why Certainly, if 
act should invariably be carried into 
execution, without any of those abuses 


.whichmany gentlemen so justly apprehend, 


it was tue, that no individual would be 
compelled to enter the service against his 


compulsion and of injustice, with respect 
to the parishes, who are to be fined, not 
only if they are unwilling, but also, if they 


ace unable te find men ; and, he thought it 


oe 
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worthy of remark, that the description of 
parishes that’ will lie most exposed to the 
penalties of the act, are precisely those 
which are most deserving of praise and re. 
ward. The habits of idleness and tempo. 
tary distress being amongst the most pre, 
valent causes that induced men to enlisi, 
it was certain, that those districts, where 
the great landed proprietors, and other’ 
opulent peysons, displayed the greatest 
share of active benevolence, in promotin 
the industry, increasing the comforts, 
relievin 
would, ‘in general, be the districts where 
it would be most difficult to procure the 
uota; and the very gentlemen to whom 
the country owes these blessings would 
therefore be fined for the effects of their 
own munificence and charity. And what 
were we to gain by all this vexatiousiand 
disgusting system? After paying the great. 
est attention to every thing that had been 


- said in favour of this measure, it appeared 


to him that the expectation of its efficacy in 
raising the men in the first instance, rested 
entirely upon two grounds, 1st, that by 
meaus of this bill, you would obtain the as. 
sistance and influence of the people. of 
landed property in each parish, and adly, 
that you would increase the number of 
active recruiters beyond what you could 
possibly have in any other way. With re 
spect to the influence of the landed pro- 
prietors, upon whom, in default of raising 
the men, the fines will fall, he must re. 
mark in the first place, that excepting in 
the Highlands of Scotland, and perhaps in 
some parts of Ireland, there were very few, 
if any, families in the kingdom, whose in- 
fluence over the lower orders, if fairly and 


honourably exerted, was such as to enable _ 
them to send many men tothe army. And | 
did his Majesty's ministers expect, that the 


threat of a paltry fine was the way to call 
forth the exertions of men of the description 
that possess this influence? If government 
wished to obtain their assistance in recruit 
ing, they must be appealed to in adiffe- 
rent manner, But it was said, that yoo 
would, at least, obtain one active recruiter 
in every parish i and it was, he believed, 
an old maxim with persons experienced in 
that business, that the more recruiters.the 
more rectuits. This might, to a great de- 

ree, be the case ; he really believed that 

e army could not supply as large a num- 
ber of recruiting parties as were neces 
sary; and he therefore agreed with the 


author of the bill in thinking, that it might 


be very desirable to have other persons 


employed in this service, exclusive of the 


the wants of the inhabitants, | 


ab 
mi 
jn 
tc 
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" egular regimental parties : but it appeared 
.to him, that the having recourse to church- 


. Gescription that he alluded to should in ge- 


- talent which the latter in 
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watdens and overseers of the poor, was, 
in’every respect, the very worst mode 
that could be devised, and that an 
equal number of persons “far !ess objection- 
able and more efficient for the purpose, 
might be obtained by the very same means 
on which the right hon. gent. chiefly relied 
for calling forth the active exertions of the 
parish ofhcers. For when, in the former de- 
"bates, it was objected that in cases where they 
were active in endeavouring to raise their 
quota, it was to be feared that they might 
be guilty of much oppression ; and that 
jn dther cases, where they did not choose 
to/have recourse to such means, they would 
probably make no exertion at all ; the rt. 
‘hon. gent.-in reply to the last objection had 
said, that he should find means of quicken- 

ing their activity, by giving them a reward 
of so much per man ; and it was upon this 

appeal to their interest, that he seemed 
chiefly to rely. But by this very same 
‘means, you might get as many men as you 
pleased, who would be far better recruiters 

than the parish officers, and would not be 

liable tothe same objections. There was a 

great deal of popular outcry against crimps, 

‘and certainly he was as desirous as any man 

‘could be, that the abuses and mal practices 

which these people were accused of being 

guilty of should be prevented ; bot, if in- 

stead of using the appellation of crimp, con- 

nected as it is with the idea of all: these 

abuses, he was called upon to give his opi- 

nion, with respect to the policy of employ- 

ingpersons who made recruiting their trade, 

he should certainly say that he was very far 

indeed from wishing to abolish that de- 

stiption ofmen. He should, on the contrary, 

Wish their number to be much increased ; 

bot at the same time, put under such regu- 

Tations as should give govt. the power of ef- 
‘fectually preventing these abuses that are 
now complained of. What these regula- 

tions might be, he was not prepared exactly 
to point out ; nor was it necessary that he 
‘should ; but amongst others, he thought it 
would be very desirable that no person 

should be allowed to enlist meu for the 

‘army without a licence, which would not 

“be granted to men of profligate characters, 
‘and which would be immediately taken 
“away upon any proof of malpractices. 
‘upposing no undue means to be used on 
“either side, it was natural that persons of the 


“nheral be more successful than parish officers, 
‘both because recruiting requires a certain 
genezal will not 
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possess in the same degree as men who 
make it their profession ; and also, because 
it undoubtedly is necessary that those who 
are employed in it should associate: with,the 
lower orders in a way*that would be dis- 
graceful in a parish officer. For both these 
reasons, thercfore, these recruiters would 
get many men whom the parish officers 
would not get: whereas if the latter got 
men that the former could not, it must be 
by the exercise of that species of tyranny; 
which many gentlemen who had spoken 
against the bill were so justly apprehensive 
of. Parish officers and magistrates, if not 
employed in the way that was intended by 
this bill, would havea watchful and jealous 
eye over the conduct of the recruiters, and 
would remain in every respect in their natu~ 
ral situation of guardians and protectors of 
the poor; whereas by the present bill it be- 
comes the interest of the magistrates to con- 
nive at these abuses, and the.more direct and 
immediate interest of the parish officers, 
either to encourage crimping in others, or 
to practise it themselves.: Upon the whole, 
therefore, he decidedly objected to the pro- 
posed plan of ‘raising the men, as holding 
out no prospect whatever of any one advan- 
tage which might not be as effectually ob- 
tained without any of the mischief, the op- 
pression and injustice, with which this bill 
‘was pregnant.—Having thus stated, his dis- 
approbation of this mode of attempting to 
raise the men in the first instance, he should 
now preceed to make a few observations on 
the use that was intended to be made of 
them when raised; and, in. the first place, 
he must object to enlisting men for a service 
limited both as to time and place, with the 
design of afterwards putting them into a si- 
tuation where they would be constantly 
urged by their owa officers to extend, their 
engagements to a service in every respect 
unlimited. ‘his was a mode of recruiting 
the regular army which nothing but absolute 
necessity would induce him to consent to; 
for he could consider it as no other than a 
premeditated system of inveigling men into 
the service. But itmight be said, that this ob- 
jection did not come very weil from him, who 
had frequently expressed himself favourable 
to recruiting out of the militia. He certainly 
did think that whea that measure had been 
adopted last war as a temporary expedient, 
it was perfectly justifiable. He also thought 
-that it ought again to be resorted to on the 
present occasion, instead of the gradua/ re- 
- duction proposed by the nght hon géot., of 
which he would say a word or two by and 
by. If, as appeared to be the case, parlia- 
ment was of opinion, that the regular army 
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had not yet attained its proper strength and 
ought to be immediately augmented, that 
on the other hand the militia had been in- 
creased beyond its proper limits, and ought 
to be brought back to its original establish- 
ment, he certainly thought it highly desira- 
ble that the reduction of the one should be 
made instrumental to the augmentation of 
the other. But he did not see that his ap- 
probation of what had been done in this re- 
spect last war, or his recommendation of 
having recourse to voiunteers from the mili- 
tia on the present occasion, were at all in- 
consistent with his objections to the princi- 

les of this bill. In the first place, what 

ad been done then, or was now proposed 
by him, were temporary measures, both 
adopted under the pressure of sudden emer- 
gencies, and the Jatter arising out of cir- 
cumstances that could not again occur ; 
whilst the plan proposed by the present bill 
was of a permanent nature. The situation 
of the men who were thus called upon to vo- 
lunteer from the militia to the army, was 
also wholly different from that of the men 
of these second battalions. What he should 


propose, for instance, with respect to the 
militia, would be simply to write a circular 
Jetter from the war office to the colonels of 
each regiment, stating that parliament hav- 


ing come to a resolution, that the militia 
ought to be reduced to its old establishment, 
it had been resolved, that a number equal to 
the excéss above that establishment should 
be allowed a bounty for entering into any 
regiment of the army; which letter should 
be read by the commanding officer at the 
head of his regiment. The house might 
feel assured that in such a case the militia 
officers would not use any undue means to 
prevail on their men to leave them; an 
that those who refused to go would not be 
reproached by their comrades who remained ; 
so that the enlistment into the army would 
really be the effect of their own pure un- 
biassed inclination ; whereas in these se 
cond battalions the men would be con- 
. Stantly living under the command of offi 
cers who would feel it their interest to in- 
duce them to extend their services be-. 
ond the term of their original compact Or 
intention. Jt would be the interest of the 
officers to do so, both because it: would 
probably be a means of recommending 
themselves to the favour of govt., and also 
because they would feel more anxious 
‘about the first battalion than the second, 
considering their situation in the one as. 
only @ passage tothe other. A lieutenant: 
colonel, for instance, commanding the se- 
‘cond battalion, and knowing that, except-— 
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ing only in case of invasion (which would 
not always be considered as probable as at 
present), he could never have an opporta. 
nity of leading it against the enemy, would 
be looking forward with impatience to the 
time of his being promoted to the com 
mand of the first battalion, and would use 
all his influence with the men under his 
command to prevail on them to enlist into 
it first, with a view to his finding it com 
plete and efficient when he came to the 
command; and under such circumstances 
it can hardly be said that the men would be 
fairly left to a free option.—But sill 
stronger than his objection to the nature 
of this force, was his objection t@ its 
amount. If this bill was adopted, we 


should, including militia, have a perma. 


nent body of 140,000 men engaged in 4 
service limited both as to time and place, 
creating an enormous and fatal competition 
against the regular army. Some gentle. 
men, indeed, contended that the men who 
composed the home army were of a deseri 
tion that would not have entered the mili- 
tary profession at all if they had not had ay 
opportunity of doing so without being ex. 
posed to foreign service. But if they would 
take the trouble of considering the causes 
which induced men to become soldiers, 
would have reason to conclude that a very 
great, and perhaps by far the greatest nut 
ber of the men who now enter for home st 
vice by preference, would have gone inte. 
the regular army if the former had not @& 
isted. The motives which induced ment 
become soldiers were either idleness and 
nity, or temporary distress, or a pure ardeiit 
military spirit; the latter being indeed tht 
most honourable, and that which produced 
the best soldiers, but the two former being 
the most prevalent and fertile sources of 1 
cruiting. By far the greater number of 
men would, on inquiry, be found to have 
enlisted either because they liked the idle 
lite and the splendid dress of asoldier better 
than the drudgery and obscurity of follows 
ing the plough or any other laborious pro 
fession, or because by the temporary de 
cline or suspension of some manufactory 
they had been thrown out of bread, and 
obliged to have recourse to the army for im- 
mediate subsistence. But although the 
great-<t part of both these descripiions of 
men, if they had not the option of home 
setvice, would be willing to enlist into the 
regular army for a limited time (particu- 
larly if they could do so without the risk ‘of 
being sent to the West Indies), yet they 
will naturally prefer the former if open to 
them, because in it, without leaving theit 
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native country, they will find their idle pro- 
pensities as ful iy gratified, or their temporary 
distress as amply relieved, as if they had en- 
gaged in a service of a more extensive na- 
ture: and thus, by the establishment of a 
large home army, you cut off from the re- 
gular, many of the most productive sources - 
of recruiting.—But in answer to all the rea- 
soning that had been urged in opposition to 
this measure, its advocates appealed to the 
test of experience ; contending that the suc- 
cess of the army of reserve act (of which 
they considered this as a great improvement) 
had sufficiently exemplified the advantage- 
ous effects of such a system of recruiting : 
and they alledged that by that act we had 
raised 35,000 men, whom we could not have 
raised by any other means, 13,000 of whom 
had already been induced to enter into regi- 
ments of the line. For his own part, he 
doubted very much whether the army of re- 
serve act had procured us a single man (ci- 
ther for home or general service), who 
would not otherwise have been willing to 
enlist into the regular army for a limited 
term of years, with the exception only of 
the very smal] number who had been forced 
into it by the direct operation of the ballots, 
which are now abolished, and of those who 
had been tempted by the enormous high 
bounties, which the authois of the present 
bill very properly proposed to put a stop to, 
With respect to those men who, after hav- 
ing entered the reserve, have refused to go 
any further, it was said by gentlemen on 
the other side, that these were men who 
could not by any meas have been prevailed 
upon to have engaged for service out of the 
kingdom. How they were to prove this as- 
sertion he was at a loss to know; for in his 
opinion their remaining in the reserve did 
not by any means shew that they had an un- 
conquerable aversion to foreign service, but 
merely that their desire of going abroad was 
not so eager as to induce them to exchange 
aservice in which they would become their 
own masters again in fonr or five years, for 
one to which they must bind themselves for 
life. This consideration would prevent 
many, even of those who wished to extend 
the sphere of their action, from entering 
into the regulars: and even if the term of 
the engagement in the line was not for a 
greater number of years than in the reserve, 
yet he should not at all agree that a man’s 
refusing to go from the one to the other did 
any means amount to a proof that he had 
80 unconguerable an aversian to foreign ser- 


_ Vice, as would have prevented him becom- | 


ing a soldier at all if he had not had an op- 
Porlanity of doing so without exposing him- 
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self to be sent abroad; it would only shew — 
that, having the choice of the two, ‘he ra- 
ther preferred staying at.home, and that all 
his ends being answered in the home service 
he did not consider the additional bounty as 
a sufficient inducement to go further. But 
the advocates of the present measure not 
only maintained that the men who remaia 
in the reserve are men whose services.could 
not have been obtained at all in any other 
way, but also that the 13,000, who have 
gone from thence into the regular army, 
could not have been brought into it ex- 
cept through the medium of this wean- 
ing system, In attempting, however, to 
illustrate the admirable effects of it, they 
had proved too much ; for the extreme quick- 
ness with which, as they say, these 13,000 
men had been thus induced to enter the re- 
gular army, plainly shewed that their doing 
s0 was not owing to this sort of weaning, 
which it was impossible to suppose should, 
have been effected in so short atime, The 
fact was that, having been originally deter- 
mined to go into the regulars, they passed 
through the reserve merely in order to re- 
ceive the additional bounty. A man, for in- 
stance, who wished to go into the 20th, or 
any other regiment, would not be such a 
fool as to enter it directly for a bounty of 
10 guineas, when, by first going into the 
reserve, he could arrive at the very same re- 
giment with a bounty of from 30 to 50 guix 
neas. It therefore appeared to him to be 
quite clear that the whole 13,000 would 
have gone to the regular army at any rate, 
and in the highest degree probable chat the 
greater part of the remaining 20,009 would 
have done the same, at Jeast for a limited 
term of years, if the option of home service 
had not been held out to them, But evea 
if it was true that there were a certain num- 
ber of men in the country who have an in- 
superable objection to foreign but none to 
home service, still he contended that a mi- 
litia establishment of 40,000 would, in his 
opinion, be a fully sufficient receptacle for 
men of that description. —He next adverted 
to that part of the plan by which each of the 
battalions of this bome army was to be at- 
tached to, and form one regiment with a 
battalion of the line. The right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Pitt) seemed to think that the intimate 
connexion, the sort of brotherly affection 
existing betwee: two battalions, the one in 
the East or West Indies, and the other in: 
England, would be such as to create a much 
greater disposition in the men of the second ta 
enlist into the first battalion than had been 
manifested by the men of the army of re- 
be He would not repeat what on a 
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_ former day had been so well stated by his 
fight hon. friend (Mr. Windham) upon this 
rt of the subject ; but to-whatever degree 
uture experience might realize the idea of 
this intimate connexion, and the increased 
disposition to entering the line which the 
right hon. gent, expected to result from it, 
yet it was quite clear to him, that the incli- 
Nation to a change of situation would be 
much less frequent when restricted to another 
battalion of- the same regiment, than it 
would be if the men had the choice of the 
whole army left open to them; and there- 
fore the right hon. gent., instead. of taking 
‘credit as he had done, without any draw- 
back for the full amount of the increase that 
might result from the connexion between 
the battalions, ought to set off against it the 
considerable diminution that would be the 
consequence of the restriction. But exclu- 
sively of the various objections which had 
been already urged against this plan, there 
‘was one which occurred to him and_appear- 
ed‘to be of so much weight, that he really 
believed that the connexion of the second 
battalion with the first, and of both with 
some particular county (from which the 
right hon. gent. expected nothing but ad- 
Wantages) would, in many cases, operate 
more powerfully than any other cause to im- 
e the recruiting of the line, unless a very 
important change was previously made in 
the,nature of its service. For the natural 
consequence of this connexion would be, 
that the soldiers of the second battalion, 
and also the inhabitants of the district to 
which it belonged, would be constantly in- 
formed. by letters from their friends and ac- 
quaintances in the first, of all the circam- 
stances of its situation, which wou!d fre- 
_ quently be described to them, and truly de- 
scribed, in such a manner as to take away 
all inclination to join it. He did not mean 
tovallude to the complaints of the severity 
of the commanding officer, if he happened 
to enforce a more severe discipline than they 
had been subjected to in the home battalion, 
or to any comparatively trifling grievances 
of that nature, but to the melancholy, 
though not exaggerated picture, which those 
letters would frequently contain of the de- 
plorable condition of the regiment, sinking 
under the baneful influence of a West India 
climate. Nor would the check that would 
thus be given to the recruiting of the ary 
be confined to the effect produced upon the 
second battalion ; for the object and natural 
' operation of this plan, if it succeeded accord- 


ing to the projector's wish, would be, that 


each regiment of the line would by degrees 


become chiefly composed of men taken from 
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one particular part of the kingdom, the ge. 
cond battalions being to be recruited each jn 
its own county and to serve as a priocipal | 
nursery for the first. This seemed to beg 
favourite part of the plan with the right hop, 
gent., and he confessed. that also .w 

and always had been, a friend to the idea of 
recruiting regiments as much as_ possible 
from particular districts, though he should 
have proposed a different method of carry. 
ing it into execution, But before he could 
consider it desirable to have county regi. 
ments at all, he thought it was absolutely 
necessary to make such arrangements ag 
should prevent their being exposed to be 
sent to the West Indies. It wouldat any rate, 
and under any circumstances, well become 
the wisdom and the humanity of the govern. 
ment or legislature, to separate the general 
service of the army from the duty of ihese 
unhealthy islands: but that which would 
be desirable at any rate, was a sine gud non 
with respect to local regiments. It was well 
known that in every war a great proportion 
of our best infantry had been sacrificed to 
that fatal climate; which at one period of 
the late war in particular bad gone nearto 
effect its total destruction. Regiments thet 
went out complete returned afier twelve or 
fifteen months in such a state, that they 
were commonly and expressively calied shes 
letons. If this should happen to a battalion 
of men taken indiscriminately ali over the 
kingdom, the loss, however much to be lg 
mented, would not come home-with pegu- 
liar force to any one county, nor produces 
powerful an etlect on the minds of the peo 
ple: —but if a regiment, entirely or chiefly 
composed of men from one particular ¢% 
trict, should be sent on such a service and 
perish in this miserable manner, without 
having had an opportunity of signaliaing 
themselves by any act of valour or leaving 
behind them any reputation to console theit 
friends for the loss, was it not natural to 
suppose that the inhabitants of that district 
would be disgusted with the service of the 
army to such a degree as to put almost a to- 
tal stop to the recruiting from it for a great 
length of time ?—He next adverted to that 
part of the bill which relates to the gradual 
reduction of the militia, to the proposed 
slow and tardy method of effecting which 
he strongly objected. The annual supply of 
men stated by the right hon. gent. as hav- 
ing by experience been found necessary for 
keeping up the militia to its present -estar 
blishment, was from two to three thousand; 
and, therefore, at that rate it would take 
about seven yeats to accomplish, in the mod¢ 


now proposed, the conversion of 20,000, amiy 
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jitia into 20,000 men of that description of 
force which’the right hon. gent. thought so 
yery superior to the militia even for the pur- 
of home defence. He was at a loss 

to conceive upon what principle it was that 
the right hon. gent. proposed so slow and 
tedious a process for the attainment of what 
he considered as so important an improve- 
ment in our military syst-m ; or why he did 
not rathér propose to declare at once that 
parliament, being of opinion that it was ex- 
pedient't» reduce, aid in future to limit the 
“militia (o- its original standard, had decreed 
that a number of men from each regiment, 
equal to the excess of its present effective 
strength over that original establishment, 
should be allowed to volunteer into the regi- 
ments of the line. By this means you would 
obtain an imme ciate supply of upwards of 
20,000 disciplined men to fill up the ranks 
‘of the regular army, which every body 
agreed in thinking ought to be augmented ; 
and even the militia colonels themseives, 
many of whom he had heard to declare that 
it had exceeded its proper bounds, could 
shave no reason to complain of its being at 
once brought back to that number, beyond 
which it had been found impossible to pre- 
serve the purity of its first constitutional 
principle, namely, the qualification of the 
officers. Neither could they, as he appre- 
hended, have any just cause of complaint 
- ggainst this mode of effecting the proposed 
feduction : for the principle on which this 
measure would be adopted, namely, that of 
reducing it to its original establishment, 
would effectually prevent its being consider- 
ed as a precedent for introducing the system 
of recruiting from it after it had been so re- 
deced. Nor could this one draft from the 
militia, if it was done in the way he had 
stated in the former part of his speech, be 
considered either as a putting the men into 
an unfair situation, or as likely to throw the 
regiment into disorder even for a time; for 
he had already said that be would not send 
recruiting serjeants to drink with and de- 
“bauch the men, but would simply and fairly 
give them the choice, by publishing the act 
of parliament, and offering them the bounty 
din such a manner, and through the medium 
of such persons as should effectually prevent 
the exercise of any undae means to induce 
‘them to avail themselves of it. ‘To reduce 
the militia in the way he had proposed might 
be objected to by those who thought it as 
efficient for the defence of the count-y as 
troops commanded by regular officers ; but 
he could not conceive upon what principle it 


Was rejected by the right hon. gent., who 


@vowed that the militia ought to be redaced- 
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and the army to be augmented; who, so 
lately before he came into office, had de-_ 
scribed the enemy's preparations for invad- 
ing us as being of the most formidable na- 
ture; who had expressed himself so dissatis- 
fied with the measures adopted by his prede- 
cessors for the defence of the country; and 
who, in his commendations of the sort of 


_ force proposed to be created by this bill; had 


told us that although’ not a single soldier 
in this home army should ever have seen an 
enemy, yet, from its being commanded by 
experienced officers, it would be equal to a 
much larger number (if he was not much 
mistaken, the right hen. gent. had said, ‘to 
almost double the number) of militia, even 
for purposes only of home’ defence. He 
could not, he said, conceive how the right 
hon. gent., who, according to his own de- 
clarations, must necessarily consider the 
transfer of 20.000 men from the militia ‘to 
the army as equivalent to a very considerable 
positive increase of the military strength of 
the country, could possibly, under the pre- 
sent circumstances, prefer a modeof effecting © 
it, which would require seven years in its 
execution, to one which might easily ‘be 
accomplished in half that number of weeks. 
~—Having thus stated his objections to diffe- 
rent parts of this bill, he must take occasion 
to notice the answer that it-was the fashion 
to make to his right hon. friend (Mr. Wind- 
ham) whep he objected to all these systems, 
namely, that he was very fond of criticising 
the plans of ministers but proposed none in 
lieu of them. Now, in his opinion, every 
really useful and excellent suggestion for the 
purpose of recruiting and supporting the 
army, was to be found in the speeches of his 
right hon. friend. The difference between 
his plan and those which he objected to was 
this, that the one was short and simple, but 
efficacious, — the others were operose, com- 
plicated and ineffectual. But it seemed as if 
ministers were all very desirous of the repu- 
tation of being the inventors of some great 
and ingenious plan, and they seemed to think 
that a few sensible maxims written upon a 
couple of pages of paper, would not appear 
sufficiently important. Why, in God's 
name, then, let them make out a plan as 
bulky and as complex as this is, provided 
only that they would just consent to annex 
to it a single sheet containing his right hon. 
friend’s suggestions, and that they would so 
contrive the rest as not tothwart or impede 
their operation, The two, being thus com- 
bined, would remind him of an automaton 
figure that he had once seen in Germany, 
which, upon being exhibited, presented to 
the spectotor the appearance of the applica- 
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tion of a most complicated machinery, in 
which all the mechanical powers were com- 
bined in so wonderful.a manner as to ena- 
ble this automaton to play a game at chess ; 


- whilst the contrivance, by which the game 
was really played, and which was kept out 
of sight, was in fact of a simple nature: the 
complicated and useless machinery would 
be represented by the minister's plan, and 
the simple, but effectual contrivance, by that 
of his right hon. friend. Let military rank, 
military titles, and military honours, be 
confined to the regular army; let no other 
species of service enjoy any of its distinc- 
tions, not even its dress; let the condition 
of the officers, particularly in the lower 
ranks, be improved and made more suitable 
to the place they hold in society; let the re- 
giments of the line be exempted from West 
India duty, the engagement for a term of 
years be substituted in lien of that for life, 
and the condition of the retired soldier who 
has served for a certain number of years be 

- rendered such as to become an enviable one 

in the eyes of the people; and, finally, let 

all competition arising from services of a li- 

mited nature be wholly abolished or at least 

confined to a small militia. If all these sug- 
gestions were adopted, he was convinced 
they would prove the most effectual plan, 
and the only effectual one that could be de- 
vised, for keeping up our regular army; or 
if they did not, then indeed he should be 
convinced that measures of absolute com. 
pulsion must be reverted to.—There were 
some other topics, he said, not indeed form- 
ing any part of this bill, but the considera- 
tion of which was so intimately connected 
with that of the subject now before the 
house, that he hoped they would excuse his 
shortly repeating some things, which he had 
frequently, upon former occasions, recom- 
mended in vain. One of these proposals 
was, that, besides completing the regular 
embodied army to whatever amount it might 
be practicable or advisable to carry it, a large 


reserve should be prepared and kept in a> 


state of readiness to join it in case of actual 
invasion. It was not possible, nor if possi- 
ble perhaps would it be expedient, even in 
time of war, to keep up, in an embodied 
state, ap army as numerous as might in that 
event be found necessary; and even if it 
was svfficiently numerous at the commence- 
ment of the operations, it would be highly 
important that we should have some prompt 
and certain means of supplying its losses. 
For, if the enemy should succeed in landing 
a very large force, we must expect that he 
would maintain himself for a considerable 
length of time, and that every effort would 
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be made to support this first attack by fresh 


disembarkations. - For both these pur 
therefore, that is to say, both for the aug. 
mentation of the army io the first moment 
of invasion, and likewise for the purpose of 
constantly preserving its strength unimpared 
during the course of the operations which 
would follow, he had before proposed, ang 
must again recommend, that a very nume.’ 
rous reserve should be enrolled, trained jn 
their respective parishes, and kept in readj- 
ness to be incorporated into the regolar regi. 
ments, but not liable to be called out until 
the enemy's fleets actually approached the 
coast.—Another means of adding to the 
strength and security of the country, upon 
which he had laid very great stress on 
former occasions, and relative to which sub 
sequent experience had fully confirmed him 
in every opinion he had then expressed, was 
that which might be derived from a judix 
cious system of fortification. From what 
had lately passed, it appeared that a right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) would approve of 
adopting this means of defence only upona 
very limited and economical scale ; whereas 
he, on the contrary, had in view the exe 
cution of a system, which would certainly 
be attended with considerable expense. But 
as the objects which he aimed at, if t 
could be accomplished, would add most es 
sentially to our security, he thought that par. 
liament would ill discharge its duty to its con- 
stituents. by refusing what might be neces 
sary for that purpose, whilst such large sums 
were constantly expended upon objects far 
less essential to the prosperity and welfare 
of the state. In speaking upon this subject 
he had formerly recommended—Ist, to ren- 
der really inattackable those parts of the 
coast of the narrow seas that are within 
reach of that species of force with which the 
enemy is now preparing to attack us (and 
that this was practicable, he would willing- 
+ hate to prove, and pledge his pro 
essional character upon the issue): 2dly, 
so to prepare and strengthen the country be- 
tween the coast and the capital, as. would 
ensure our retarding the enemy's progress 
towards London, for a sufficient length of 
time, to enable us to call forth the whole 
strength of the country: 3dly, to put our 
great magazines and arsenals in such a state 
that they could not be taken or destroyed 
without the forms of a regular siege; and, 
Athly, to fortify the environs of the capital 
itself in such a manner as should enable its 
inhabitants, with the assistance of a small. 
number of regular troops, to prevent the 


enemy's becoming master of it even in case 


of the main body of our army having been 
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obliged to withdraw for a time.—There 
was another measure which he and others 
had frequently recommended, namely, the 
more: general arming and training of the 

le. Tothe adoption of this measure, 
to a certain extent, he thought the right 
hon. gent. was pledged by the opinion he 
had expressed in a debate which took place 
yerv shortly before his coming into office. 
He therefore expected that he would bring. 


forward some proposal for this purpose ; _ 


and he pledged himself to give it his support, 
as heartily as if it came from an administra- 
tion with which he was more satisfied than 
he or the country had reason to be with that 


* ‘which bad lately been formed.—He had 


thought it his duty to take this opportunity 


of expressing his opinions upon these topics, - 


though not immediately connected with the 
present bill. ‘To the bill itself he should, in 
every stage of it, give his most decided op- 

ition; because it was injudicious in its 
details, vexatious and unjust in its principle, 
and he was convinced would be found to be 
totally insufficient for the attainment of its 
object ; and because, by establishing a home 
army of 140,000 men, enjoying the ho- 
pours, distinctions, and gratifications of a 
soldier's life, it would raise a fatal competi- 
tion against the regular army. 

Mr. Burland spoke also against the bill. 
Headmitted that it might, in many instan- 
ces, be expedient during a period of war, but 
he could not approve it as a permanent 

Bot, even in the former case, he 
was convinced that without the utmost vigi- 
jance and exertion. to render it efficient, it 


would, like the army of reserve act, prove { 


ineffectual. 

Mr. Langham said, that the bill could 
not possibly receive any alteration in the 
committee that could reconcile him to its 
principle. He wished, however, that all 
opposition to it might be with held until after 
it had passed through that stage. 

Mr. Robert Ward replied to the arguments 
that had been urged against the bill. He 
did not understand what the hon. gent. who 
opened the debate meant by saying. that in 
this bill there was no novelty. It had be- 
come the fashion to talk in this manner ; 


bot was not the destructicn of the ballot a 


novelty ? The gent. who followed (Mr. P. 
Moore) had hazangued upon the measures 
pursued by James I{. bat where the resem- 
blance between hie measures and the present 
One existed, he was really at a loss to con- 
ceive, A right. hon. gent. however (Mr. 


Yorke), though not friendly to the bill, 


had discovered in it a very novel principle, 
namely, that of doing away ‘ballots, a prin- 
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ciple which he conceived to constitute a ma= 
terial difference between this and all prece- 
ding measures on the subject, and which- 
would go to obviate the oppressive principle 
so generally the subject of complaint. Some 


gentlemen argued against the bill, as going 


to constitute in thecountry a great standing 
army ; while others again opposed it princt- 
pally because it did not go to create a stand-- 
ing army ; between such contrariety of opi- 
nions upon the tendency of the same mea- 
sure, it was indeed difficult to draw a line 
of reconciliation. ‘The hon. officer (Col. 
Craufurd) who spoke last,—and for contest- 
ing with whom upon military subjects, be 
perhaps ought to apologize—seemed to think 
the mode of raising men through the inter- 
ference of parish officers utterly objection- 
able, and likgly to be productive of no good 
effect. He did not pretend to question the 
skill of experienced officers, whose profes- 
sional business it was to manage troops after 
they were raised ; but he must claim ‘the 
privilege of exercising his judgment as a 
private member of parliament, upon the 
most likely mode of raising those men in 
the parochial districts. The hon. colonel 
seemed to think crimpsa very useful 

of men, who ought not to be abolished. He, 
however, thought them, as many other 
members uniformly did, disgraceful to the 
service ; and he was sorry to understand, 
that many gentlemen who had occasion to 
raise men, were obliged sometimes to resort 
to their aid; but he thought the mode of 
raising men by the interference of parish 
officers infinitely more eligible, as exempt 
from the fraudulent artifices so usual with 
crimps. He contended that the mere un- 
aided system of recruiting held out no pro- 
spect of success, and that the bill contained 
provisions for the augmentation of the regu- 
lar army, which at least ought fairly to be 
put to the trial. 

Mr. Jekyl? in explanation said, that there 
' was nothing novel in the bill that could be 
obtained through the medium of the parish 
officers. 

Colonel Craufurd rose also to explain. 
He maintained that the bill would procure 
no men for the regular army who would not 
have entered independent of it, and that 
any men which it did procure would be 
obtained by means the most detestable. He 
denied that he had supported crimping ge- . 
nerally, but asserted that the practice might, 
under proper regulations, be tolerated. 

Sir Wiliam Young objected to the measure 
upon constitutional grounds; because, in 
as much as it enabled the Crown to issue its 


orders to draw from the collecto's of land 
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tax throughout the realm the money for 
raising those recruits, without any resort to 
parliament, or any appeal to a committee of 
supply or ways and means, it thereby enabled 
the Crown to levy an army of 68,000 men, 
independently of parliament. He would 
not presume to say our present gracious 
Sovereign would abuse such a power, but it 
‘might be transferred to the hands of other 
princes, when it would be liable to abuse ; 
and parliament, without abandoning the 
‘most valuable of its own privileges, the pri- 
vilege of control, could not rest such a 
power in anymonarch. The bill, besides, 
would impose upon the parish officer new 
and obnoxious duties. It would render him 
officially a spy of the govt. on the people ; 
it would convert him into a crimp-serjeant ; 
it would oblige him to abandon his duties 
over the morals, the good order, and the so- 
briety of his parish; and it would oblige 
him to decoy his poor parishioners to the 
ale-house, and make them drunk, as the 
crimps do, in order to. inveigle them to en- 
list ; or, what was to the full as bad, they 
would be obliged to resort to the aid of 
crimps ; besides, it would enhance the pa- 
rochial taxes heavily on those who are al- 
ready highly taxed for poor’s rates. 

Mr. Shaw Lefevre said, the hon, bart, 
who spoke last, had stated so forcibly many 
of the objections which he himself entertain- 
ed against the bill, that he feltit unecessary 
to repeat them. But there was another 
point not yet suggested against the bill, 
which amounted, in his mind, to an insuper- 
able objection, namely, that it would go to 
impose a direct and permanent tax upon the 
Janded property of ‘the country, and he 
thought it the duty of that house to guard 
against such a measure ; nor should he feel 
that he discharged his duty to his country, 
if he had not given it his decided opposition. 
One principle he always thought it necessary 
to maintain with the utmost care, namely, 

‘that parochial taxes and public revenue 
should be always kept totally distinct in their 
collection and application ; and he thought 
it highly objectionable that parochial taxes 
should be levied for raising a public force, 
which should be defrayed, more properly, by 

the revenues of the state. Another objec- 
tion to the present bill was, that it would 
go to impose upon overseers, and other pa- 
rish-officers, new duties infinitely too ar- 
duous for them to undertake, in addition to 
the duties already imposed upon them, and 
which the’ house would see, from the volu- 
minous returns on the table, respecting the 
poor of the country, were sufficiently ardu- 
ous. It would be impracticable in most, if 
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notin all parishes, to levy the number of men 
within the time prescribed. Parish officers 


would be obliged. to travel out of their dig: 


tricts to a considerable distance in trying to 
raise those men, and travelling expenses would 
occur and be charged on the parish, in spite 
of the provisions of an act of parliament: 
and, after all, the fine would be incurred 
on the failure of raising the quantum of meg 
which must necessarily fall on the landed 


property in the end. For what, he would 


ask, were the poor’s rates in every parish, 
but deductions from the rents, that would 
otherwise be payable to the landlord? An 
other ill effect from the bill, would be, « 
excite considerable jealousies in parishey 
which had already stood ballots for the mi 
litia and army of reserve, and paid large 
sums in fines, or for substitutes ; which pa 
rishes, as well as individoals therein, who 
had already paid fines, or found substitutes, 
would again be liable to a levy ofa new tax, 
for the objects of the present bill. 

Mr. Richard Ryder said, that for the last 
six months nothing had been heard on 
either side of the house but the necessity 
of increasing our regular army. He:agreed 
that the ground of constitutional zeal, was 
a fair ground of jealousy against a i 


‘army, but after the opinion he had allu 


to on this subject, it could not be asserted, 
that our regular army had reached a d 

of magnitude, such as to give room for a jea- 
lousy of this kind. As to the permanency 
of this measure, the best rule for proportion 
ing its duration was the continuance of the 
existing danger; and he would ask, who 
was there that could ascertain the limits ofa 
danger which, it has been said, may last 
the life of the youngest member of that 
house? As to the danger to be apprehend. 
ed from a standing army, he would ask, 
whether this bill put it out of the powerof 
parliament to suppress and destroy the force 
that it was now about to organise, if at aay 
time it should apprehend such danger from 
it. He would ask the hon. gent. below 
(Mr. Shaw Lefevre), whether he had not 
known and acted upon a measure more st 
vere than this, he meant the army of reserve 
act, of which this was an improvement and 
a mitigation. With respect to parish-offi- 
cers they were the persons who, from local 
knowledge, would be most beneficially, and 
at the same time most safely intrusted with 
the execution of the measure. That hon, 
gent. had, of course, frequently acted 4s 
deputy lieutenant, and in that situation, he, 
the constables, and other inferior officers, 
had alone the same duties which he now 
thought it too much to impose on the parish 
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officers. In times like the present, when 
the dear@st interests of all were equally at 
stake, it would not be fair or just to plead 


one as 4n excuse for the non-perform- 


ance of another. The house was placed in 


. a singular situation, there was 0o one point 


jn which gentlemen more disagreed. Some 
thought crimps detestable, others theught 
they were necessary; some thought the 
militia should be redaced, otbers thought 
that it should be kept up; some thought the 
pallot useful, others thought that it should be. 
destroyed. He asked whether, from what 
had been experienced, there was any ration- 
al ground to hope,for any plan ‘that would 
give general. satisfaction ? He asked whe- 
‘ther it was not playing a game in which 
our dearest interests were involved, to throw 
difficulties in the way of every measure 
proposed with a view to the first object of 
the country ? If even the measure militated 
against what he thought it would promote, 
he thought the house ought to go into a 
committee upon it, if it afforded a chance 
of the advantages which its proposers ex- 
pected from it. In dangerous times it 
would be a great reproach to oppose any 
thing that afforded such a prospect. For 
himself, he thought most highly of a mea- 
sure which did not interfere with any 
force that we possessed, while it afforded a 
strong and fair expectation of an improve- 
meat of which every one acknowledged the 
importance. 

Sir John Newport could not consent to 
such an expedient, except in case of an 
emergency, which did not exist. The pa- 
toehial officers had no means of reciuiting, 
except by oppressing those who were 
within their power, It was true they could 


“motsend the lame, the halt, and the blind 


into the ranks, but they would force such 
decrepid persons to send their young and 
able relations, who would prefer going, to 
having the unbappy sufferers deprived of 
parochial support. The fines were unjust 
and impolitic, as they would bear most hea- 
vily.ou the parishes which were most indus- 
trious, and had least of idle loose fellows.— 
Tt had been urged as an objection to 


‘the opposition to this bill, that its op- 


ponents were not agreed as to its faults ; 
that one party copdemned this provision, 
while another condemned that, and a third 
Opposed it on a ground different to both 
those Ja his opinion, the multiplicity of 


‘the grounds of opposition was the strongest 


argument against the bill; for if there were 

oaly.one fault, however great it might be, it 

Wa, possible it could be overbaianced by 
other provisions ; but wheu every one 

of the provisions was objccied to in one 
Vou. 


PARL. DEBATES, Junz 11, 1804.—Additional Force Bill. 


quarter or another, it was impossible the 


measure could be good. He thought it 


highly unjust that the bill went equally 


to burthen those who had provided sub- 
stitutes, and who therefore had a right to 
consider themselves exempted from every 
burthen, and those who had not contributed 
in any such way, for the bill went to burthen 


_ the parishes in toto. — The question being 


loudly called for, the house divided on the 
motion that the Speaker do leave the chair, 
when there appeared, ayes 219, noes 169— 
Majority 50. The house accordingly re- 
solved itself into a committee. —The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer stated, that he 
meant to propose his amendments, and 
that any gent. besides, who had come pre- 
pared with any, might also propose them ; 
and that he meant to move that the re- 
port te brought up on Thursday, when 
it might be taken into consideration.—On 
this exposition the Committee had proceeded 
to the 8th page of the bill, where 

Mr. Jobnstone adyerted to a clause in the 
page at which the committee then was, but 
said he would not detain the house by going - 
into particular observations at present, as 
he understood the bill was to be recommit- 
ted on Thursday. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer \eft it 
to the judgment of the house whether a re- 
commitment wasnecessary. In his opinion 
the amendments were such as would not 
require it, but if it should be the sense of 
any number of gentlemen that they did, he 
should not object to that proceeding. The 
right hon. gent. then stated, that he propo- 
sed to fill up the blank relating to the num- 
ber which should be allowed annually to 
volunteer into the line, with the words 
*© twelve thousand,” and therefore this 
would be the number to be annually raised. 
In answer to a question from Mr. Joha- 
stone, he stated that he meantto fllanother 
blank preceding with the words the “ Ist 
day of Oct. 1804.” 

Mr. Johnstone said, hé looked upon it as 
an inconsistency with the opening speech of 
the right hon. gent. that 12,000 men should 
be allewed to enter into the line annually. 
On the occasion to which he had adverted, 
the right hon. gent. had said, that only one- 
sixth wag to be permitted to enter into the 
line annually. As he understood the bill to 
relate at present to England exclusively, he 
conceived this proposition to be entirely lost 
sight of. As this was a matter of extreme 
importance he thought it essential that the 
blanks should only be filled up pro forméd at 
present, in order that all points may be 
better reconsidered on Thursday. te. 

Mr. Peter Moore stated, that it must dp 
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recollection, of the house that in the 
former measure of the army of reserve bill, 
the house proceeded clause by clause. It 


‘was impessible that the present bill could be - 


‘sufficiently considered in this cursory way ; 
‘arecommitment was absolutely necessary. 
Mr. Sheridan said, he would only ask, 
whether the bill was of any importance? He 
understood it was of great importance. He 
was brought to look upon it as the means of 
_contrasting the powers of the right hon. gent. 
to provide a better defence for the country 
with those of the late.govt. He had always 
-been averse to the practice of running 
‘through any stage of proceeding; but he 
never conceived that such a practice could 
-be countenanced, except with an understand- 
ing that the measure should be afterwards re- 
committed. The right hon. gent. said, he 
‘had no amendment of any importance to pro- 
e. He would ask the right hon. gent., 
-whether it could be supposed that no other 
gentlemen had amendments to propose but 
-himself, and whether he could answer for 
‘the importance of such amendments? He 
asked, whether, in the temper in which the 
house was, and at this late hour, it would be 
-right to go through this stage at this hour? 
He hoped the right hon. gent.’s candour 
would not permit him to oppose the reprint- 
ing and recommitment of the bill. } 
. The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
before he had set out he had called the at- 
‘tention of the house to such amendments as 
he proposed to make, and invited them at 
-the same time to suggest theirs. He con- 
-ceived it would be.for the convenience of 
-the house to proceed this way; but if any 
person wished to have the bill read clause by 
clause, he had no objection to begin it 
again, and go on as far as the strength of 
_ gentlemen would permit, and to resume the 
proceedings on the next opportunity, going 
on with good humour, and reserving all 
- warmth for the other stages. 

Mr. Sheridan had no objection to go on 
with good humour, and to deter that warmth 
’ of which the right hon, gent. was himself so 

capable. It was the eee form of a com- 
mittee that the bill should be read paragraph 
by ‘paragraph; without that, a commit- 
tee was of no use,. and if ever that was 
omitted, it was on the understanding that it 
should be done at another opportanity. If 
the house was tricked out of it at present, it 

_ must. be in the confidence that it would be 
_ done on another day. As to beginning now, 
if there was no other objection to it, it would 
/ be avery-strong one, that they had gone to 
the 7th or 8th page of the bill without doing 
_any such thing. It would be more respect- 


ee 
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ful to the house, to have the bill recom. 
_ The Chancellor of the Exchequer was not 
Captious with respect to words; but he 
thought it rather an odd time to apply to 
him “ tricking,” when he agreed to have the 
bill read paragraph by paragraph. In ap. 
swer to those who supposed that the opera. 
tion of the bill would not commence till Oct, 
he stated that idea was taken from the filling 
up one blank with that month. The filling 
up of the quotas was to commence in ]4 
days after the passing of the bill. He had 
no objection to have the bill now read para. 
graph by paragraph. 

ir Gilbert Heathcote, asked, whether there 
had not been a certain degree of tumult 
since the last division. He saw no signs of 
the usual attention bestowed on bills of this 


_kind in a committee. He saw very few gets 


tlemen with pencils in their hands to mark 
them (a laugh). Gentlemen might laugh, 
but he was impelled by a sense of duty to 
his country aod his constituents, which 
would not allow him to suffer himself tobe 
laughed down. The present bill had been 


made the scene of much party animosity; he: 


meant by this a fair warmth with respect to 
the govt. which it was best for the couptry 
to have. Gentlemen had come down pre- 
pared to discuss the point in that view, and 
were unprepared to go into the details of it. 
For himself, he had no_ objection to the right 
hon. gent. (the Chancellor of the Exch,); 
but he considered this as a time when every 
hand and every voice should ‘be uniied in 
defence of the country ; and, therefore, he 
disapproved of an administration which was 
formed on exclusive principles. Every per- 
son who heard him knew he had none but 
honest motives ; he opposed this bill on the 
broad grounds of its being the first act of an 
administration whose principles were pot 
fair, nor such as he could approve of. He 
said it loudly, for he wished it to be kaown 
from one end of the country to the other. 
The hon, baronet continued to comment 0 
the appointment of the present ministers, till 
he was called to order by Sir Robert Buxton. 
The hon. baronet then reverted to the que 
tion, and suggested, that the chairman 
should report progress, and ask leave tosi 
again. 

Mr. For said, that it was clear that al 
this confusion had arisen from the right bon. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer not having 
at once given into the proposition of bis 
hon. friend (Mr. Johnstone.) There wert 


but two modes of proceeding decently, the 


first and best was, reading the bill, in the 


first instance, paragraph by paragraph ; tht 
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éther which had prevailed much of late 
years, which was td have the blanks filled up 
pro formd, and the bill read paragraph by pa- 
ragraph on the re-commitment. Surely it 
couldnot be intended to pass a bill of this 
importance without reading it paragraph by 
paragraph in some stage. It was true, the 

ght hon. gent. said he was ready now to al- 
a to be read paragraph by paragraph; 
but though he wished very morh for this 
course at some future opportunity, if it was 
offered only for this night he would oppose 
the farther progress, and support the motion 


_ for the chairman leaving the chair. 


~The Chancellor of the Exchequer had no 
objection to have the bill read paragraph by 
patagraph, and saw no reason why it should 
not be done now. He put it to the house to 
begin to read the bill in this manner now. 
(Alond cry of no! no!) If any gent. was 
of a different opinion, let him move that the 
chairman do report progress, and let the 
senst of the house be taken upon it. 

“Mr. Fux accordingly moved that the chair- 
man do now leave the chair. 

Mr. Johnstone stated as his grounds for 
postponing the consideration of the clauses, 
the Importance of the measure which was to 
raise 74,000 men. He also asked, whether 
it was possible that this inefficient plan 
should raise before the 1st of Oct. 9,000 men 
due to the militia, and 7000 to the army cf 
reserve ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, to order, 
said that it was not allowable to enter into 
these particulars on a question of filling up 
a blank. 

Mr. Fox said this was the most extraordi- 
nary doctrine he had ever heard. His hon. 
friend wished to state, that it was important 
to put off the filling up of a blank, and was 
proceeding to state his grounds for holdiog 
that opinion: 
~ Mr. William Dundas said, it was not 
right to go inta the principle on such a ques- 


Mr. Johnstone resumed, and stated, as an 
additional ground for putting otf the consi- 
deration of the clauses, that one of them 
went to authorise a correspondence between 
the commanding officers of regiments, and 
the constables and parish officers. He did 
not like to use harsh words, but he thought 
it absolutely indecent to hurry throagh mea- 
sures of such importance. 

Mr. William Smith maintained, that it 


was the regular course to recommit the bill | 


when it was not read paragraph by paragraph. 
The committee could not now begin to read 
paragraph by paragrash, because that 
wonld be to contradi¢t Wast was alweys as- 
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sumed in these cases, that the bill had ac- 
tually been read ,in the regular way. The. 
house would not have suffered the bill to 
have proceeded so far, except on a belief that 
the bill was to be re-committed. 

Mr. Addington said, the house had pro- 
ceeded thus far in the committee on an un- 
derstanding, which, when it was directly put 
totheright hon. gent., he said he had ‘been 
misunderstood. He never knew an instance 
where a re‘commitment did not take place 
under such circumstances. The house could 
not now go back to read the bill paragraph 
by paragraph, irom the beginning, for the 
reason that had been stated: ‘Neither would 
the proposition of the hon. baronet afford 
any relief, as if the chairman was to report 
progress, the committee should resume the 
consideration of the bill exactly at the same 
point. The only proper proceeding, there- 
fore, was that suggested by the hon. gent: 
opposite (Mr. Johnstone), to have the bill - 
recommitted on a future day, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer conceived 
it to be perfectly usual and regular to go 
back, when a committee had by inadvertency 
gone beyond any thing that required amend~ 
ment. He therefore stili proposed to begin 
to read the bill anew. If it was designed 
that the bill should make no further progress 
this night, he feared that could be easily ac- 
complished, but he would try how far it was 
possible to go. When any thing arose that. 
was likely to create discussion, he would 
move to adjourn the debate, 

Mr, Fox could see nothing improper or 
unusual in hismotion. Menace he had held 
out none: all he wished was, to have the 
house placed in that situation in which it 
had stood before it had allowed itself to 
misunderstand ihe meaning of the right hon, 
gent. The bill was unquestionably of im- 
portance, and it was somewhat extraordi- 
nary if the house was to be deprived of its 
usual privilege of going through it paragraph 
by paragraph, under the idea that they were 
entitled to go back ; and if the preamble had 
been already postponed, he should move im- 
mediately afterward that the chairman do now 
leave the chair. 

Mr. Windbam said, he had always under- 
stood it to be a privilege of a committee .of 
that house to go through every bill paragraph. 
by paragraph, nor could he conceive that any 
person could hint at a departure from that 
rule, but with the understanding that another 
opportunity of doing so would afterwards be 

‘afforded. . The present hour of eleven 
o'clock, on a night when it could not have 
been in the contemplation of any gent. that 


such a measure would be pushed on, did not 
$52 
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_ Seem a proper season for entering on such a 
business. If.thescontrary was maintained, 
let the history of the proceedings of the last 
hoor be the answer, ered 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that the discussion had now assumed a dif- 
ferent complexion. The amendments which. 
he had to propose in the bill were of so sim- 
ple a nature, that he conceived nor gent. 
could have any reasonable objection to them ; 
but. however, perceiving the opinion of the 
‘committee to be, that the bill should be re- 
committed, he should, in order to give gen- 
tlemen who may have amendments to offer 
. a opportunity to bring them forward, not 
oppose the motion for the chairman's leaving 
_ the ehair.—The chairman accordingly 
then left the chair, and the Speaker having 
resumed his seat, the report was brought 
up, and ordered for consideration on Thurs- 


HOUSE OF Lorps. 
Tuesday, June 12, 1804. 


(Mrnvures}—Their lordships resolved into 
4 committee of privileges, and Lord W1lsing- 
ham having taken the chair, counsel and evi- 
dence were fatther heard in support of the 
claim of Lady H. Fitzgerald to the Barony 
of Roos. The greater part of the time was 
occupied by the speech of Mr. Erskine, in 
illustration of the validity, as evidence, of a 
certain book containing registries of fune- 
rals, &c. compiled under the aythority of a 
former Earl Marshal. The Lord Chan- 
cellor, after a few observations upon what 
had fallen from the hon. counsel, adverted 
to the propriety of their lordships’ meeting 
at dn earlier hour, in order to give fuller 
attention to the subject before them, as 
well as in reference to a saving of expense 
“to the parties, which he knew was i 
their Jordships’ inclination, Under this 
view, the hour being rather advanced, he 
would propose that the farther considera- 
tion of the case be adjourned till Tuesday 
next, at two o’clock, and that the counsel 


‘be called in at that hour. This arrange- 
ment meeting the sense of the committee, 
was ordered accordingly.——Three private 
bills were’ brought up from the Commons, 
and were severally read a first time.—Ad- 
_ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuetday, June 13, 1804. 
[Miwotes]—Colonel Vereker brought’ 
# petition from cegtain merchants and 
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others of the city of Limerick, against the 
report of the committee on the Corn Laws 
so far as relates to Ireland. Ordered tg 
lie on the table.-~——The Irish Linen Ma. 
nufacture Bill was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to-morrow,—Mr, 
Foster rose to give notice that he should to. 
morrow move for leave to bring in a bill to 
regulate the Irish Linen manufacture, and 
to prevent frauds in bleaching linen, &c. 
He also begged. leave to mention another 
object he meant to bring forward. A bill 
had passed the house two years ago, rela. 
tive to the corn laws, which will expire on 
the first of July.. Now, though there was 
a committee sitting at present cn that very 
subject, he should be sorry the bill he ale 
luded to should be suffered to drop, He 
therefore gave notice, that he would, to. 
morrow, move for leave to bring in a bil] 
to continue, for a time to be limited, the 
aforesaid acts.— Mr. Manning moved, that 
there be laid before the house an account of 
all imports from the W. Iodies into G, Bri. 
tain for the last 3 years ending in 1803, 
Ordered.— The report of the attorneys’ in- 
demnity bill was brought up and agreed to, 
and the bill ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow. 
{Insonvent Deprors’ — Mr, 
Shaw said, that when he reflected upon the 
number of unfortunate beings whose resto 
ration to freedom, and the opporiunily 
procuring subsistence for themselves an 
their families, depended on the fate of the 
bill he had the honour of bringing forward, 
he could not doubt of the assent of the 
house, and the approbation of every liberal 
man, particularly when it was understood, 
as it must appear from the bill itself, tha 
nothing was farther from the intention of 
the framers of this measure, than to throw 
any difficulties in the way of the creda 
recovery of his demand, where such deman 
was recoverable, or to give even the least 
protection to the fraudulent debtor. The 
abject of the bill was to release only those 
who were suffering from misfortune, and 
who were the yictims of casualties not to 
be foreseen or guarded against. To those 


- alone was it his wish to exiend the considers 


ation of the bill, and many such did hg 
happen to know, who must have inevitably 
perished in prison, from want of common 
food, were they not keptaliye by occasio 

contribution. Fhe hog. gent. after some 
forcible remarks upon the impolicy and seq 
verity of the law with respect to the im, 
prisonment of debtors, proceeded to describe 
the motives which had geyerally hore 


induced the relaxation of that law, 8 
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gontended that those motives were never in | 


any instance so strong as on the present oc~ 
gasion. ‘This, he conceived must appear to 


~ every man’s mind, when the peculiar state 


of the country was considered, and when 


the fact. was known that there are in the 


diferent prisons a considerabie number of 
naval and military officers, several of whom 
have fought and bled in ihe cause of their 
country, and are now ready againto come 
forward to risk their lives in its defence, 
The hon. member concluded with moving 
the second reading of the insolvent debtors’ 
bill. 

Mr. Alderman Combe said, he now felt 
himse!f as happy in rising to second the mo- 
tion forthe second reading, as he had done 
jn moving that the tnil might be extended 
to England as well as Ireland. 


Jobn Latouche warmly supported the 


Motion, conceiving that there never was a 
moment which so powerfully cailed as the 
present for a measure of this nature. In 
favour of the debtors coufined in the Mar- 
shalsea of the city of Dublin, the hon. gent. 
stated, that previous to the insurrection in 


~ Joly last, a proposal was made to them of 


their release, proyided they would join the 
rebels; but this they declined, preferring 
rather to remain ia prison and preserve 
their loyalty. This he considered sutticicat, 
if any thing additional were necessary, to 
jnterest the house in favour of this bill. 

Mr. Ker professed himself an enemy to 
the principle of insolvent bills, but stll, 
from the reasons stated, he would not oppose 
the second reading of the bill before the 
house. He hoped, however, that in the 
committee special care would be taken to: 
inwoduce such clauses as would serve to 

event the fraudulent debtor from availing 


himself of its provisions ; and also that no 


injustice should be done to any fair credi- 
tors, particularly the landlords, with respect 
to their tenants, as the former were not con- 
sidered of the ordinary class of creditors. 
Mr. Shaw repeated, that his only wish 
vpon the subject ‘was to give liberty to the 
pnfortunate but fair honest debior.—The 
inotion was agreed to, and the bill was or 
flered to be committed on Thursday se'n- 


bight. 


(Stave Trape.] —QOn the motion of 
Mr. Wilberforce, that the house should re- 
folve into a committee upon the bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade, 

_ Mr. Manning rose, and argued upon the 
Jestice of granting an indenmnity to any per- 
sons who nyght suffer any loss by the ope- 
fation of this bill, and of the propriety of 
FPgrafiing clause upon she bib ingelf 
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provide to this effect; Understanding, how~ 
ever, that such clause could not be intro- 
duced but by the vote of a previous com~ 
mittee, by whom an instruction must be 
directed to the committee on the bill, he 
should move that the latter should be given 
for the former.—After some conversasion 
between the Speaker, Mr. Manning; Mr. 
Francis, and Mr. Wilberforce, it appeared 
that the object of the required compensation 
might be proposed after a previous commit- 
tce, &c, in the report of the bill, ‘or by 
way of rider in a fawre stage. 
Mr. Fuller spoke against the principle of 
the bill, and asserted, that if we should sur+ 
render this valuable branch of trade it would 
be immediaiely taken up by other: nations. 
In proof of this, he mentioned the known 
disposition of the Americans to rivalas in 
this traffic, and also the negotiation which 


was understood to have lately taken place 


between General Dessalines and the agent . 


for Jamaica, in which the former is stated 


to have offered to sell slaves to our. colonies. 
With respect to the charge of injustice upon 
the African merchants, he contended that 
no such charge could apply, for they only 
bought those siaves whom the African states 


. though: proper to dispose of, Those slaves 


were guilty, not of what the hon. mover of 
the biil called “ foolish witchcraft,” but of 
administering slow poison; and with sub- 
jects guilty of any such capital offence, the 
state had a right to do what it pleased, The 
African states were as competent to trans- 
port such offenders, as we were those whona 
we sent to America or Botany Bay, and of 
those transported to the former he was well 
founded in saying, that many were sold: by 


_ the captains to slavery for 7 and 14 years, 


This he stated merely to shew that the right 
of the African princes was recognized by the 
practice of ovrown country, After con- 
demning the practice of. kidnapping upon 
the African coast, which the hon.- mover 
had stated to exist, the hon. gent. proceeded 
to quote some passages from the travels of 
Mungo Parke, in which that author mene 
tions that the state of the slaves in Africa is 
truly deplorable, and that, therefore, taking 
them away, particularly to the English colo- 
nies, wasa relief tothem.. He also added, 
that slavery was not established ia Africa by 
the persons who dealt in the slave trade, but 
had prevailed there for ages, and throughout 
the country, many of the slaves being 
brouglt to the egast for sale from above 
1300 miles in the interior. From those 
considerations the hon. gent. would feel no 
kind of uneasiness to porchase a slave, to 
give him a participation of his estate, and to 
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allow him not only subsistence but some- 


thing to'spare. That-slaves could save from 
their earnings, was notorious; one of his 


slaves, who had been twenty years in his 


service, had lately given him £200 for his 
freedom, which money was a’ part of his 
savings. The hon. gent. took notice of the 


observations that were made upon the capi- | 
‘tal employed in this branch of trade. An 
hhon. gent. had, indeed, said that he was_ 


‘to see’so much capital employed. Here 
was the subject of regret; but it was not 
unnatural that men who repined at our 
‘wealth and ‘consequence, who disliked the 
‘system of our govt., should hate that capital 
‘which was the source and support of our 
szank in ‘the world, and furnished a great 
ameans of oar security. But some gentlemen 
shad expressed a wish that this capital should 
‘be engaged in promoting the cultivation of 
‘our common lands. What! to transfer ca- 
pital from the cultivation of land in our co- 
fonies, which is capable of such valuable 
produce, to improve the commons in this 
country, which, after the utmost expense, 
can scarcely ‘be made worth 5 shillings an 
_ ‘acre. Those who were most violent in their 
outcries -against the slave trade were the 
haters of the West India colonies. They 
‘hated them because they were the means of 
‘bringing such a mass of opulence into the 
mother country. They hated that opulence, 
decause it tended to promote the dignity of 
the monarchy, and to uphold the constitu- 
tion, the strength, and the glory of the 
country. The riches we derived from these 
invaluable possessions, assisted us in spread- 
ing the navy of England triumphant over the 
main, and, therefore, it excited the envy of 


the ill affected. ‘The hon. gent. recapitu- . 


lated his arguments, and expressed his con- 
viction that many wise and worthy men 
were upon this subject speaking and acting 
from an erroneous conception. 

Mr. Francis replied to the arguments of 
the last speaker, and maintained that al- 
though the inclination of Mungo Parke’s ob- 
ject, in the book alluded to, was adverse to 
the abolition of the slave trade, yet that au- 
thor had made a statement which pleaded 
strongly in favour of the measure, for in a 
particular passage he mentions that nothing 
could be more abhorrent to the feelings of 
the poor innocent, and civilized inhabitants 
of the interior of Africa, than to be toro 
from their home and families to be sent to a 
- foreign country. The principle laid down 
by the hon. gent., that a state had a right to 
do as it pleased with felons, he sirongly re- 


sisted, as that would go to recognize the 


—right’of this or any govt. to introduce ‘the 


system of torture, or racking on the whee}, 


The statement of the hon. gent., withye | 


gard to the sum advanced by his slave to 
purchase his freedom, furnished a strong ats 
gument against the assertion, that the slaves 
were contented. Indeed, it was impossible 
that they should, and nothing could be more 
absurd and unjust than to make the com 
munication of happiness to those poor meq 
a pretence for forcing them from ‘their ‘na. 
tive home. To'the generosity of his coun. 
trymen he particularly appealed for suppor 
upon this question; as they loved liberty 
themselves, he trusted, they would never 
give their consent to have other, men ‘en. 
slaved. 
Mr. C. Brooke read the decree of ‘the 
French govt. after the peace of Amiens, re 
enacting all the laws respecting the slave 
trade. As to the statement that we had 
nine-tenths of the slave trade, he believed 
it; but he would not agree that, if we abi 
lished the trade, so much of it would be % 
done away, particularly when he reflected 
upon the readiness of the Americans, the 
French, and the Spaniards to engage in a traf 
fic that was so productive, and which none of 
those powers shewed the least disposition to 
abandon. 
Mr. Charles Ellis opposed the principt 
of the bill; a principle which was grounde 
upon a proposition similar to that maintain. 
ed by the national convention of France, 
when it asserted the universal and immota- 
ble rights of man. Unless that proposition 
were contended for, and he fancied there 
were few who would now attempt to plead 
for it, he conceived that the idea could not 
be sustained that no men ought to be slaves, 
With regard, however, to the West India 
islands, he claimed a toleration for slavery 
upon the ground of the strong necessity that 
existed for them to render those islands pro 
ductive. The slave trade, he felt, ought 
to be restricted to the old colonies, and not 
at all to extend to Trinidad ; because jn the 
former our merchants had embarked their 
property before any idea of the abolition of 
this trade was thrown out, which was not 
the case with the latter. It was said, that 
if the’ trade were abolished the planters 
would feel it their interest to promote the 
natural increase of the negroes; but who 
that was at all acquainted with the conduct 
of those planters, could entertain a doubt 
that they had always felt this to be their im 
terest, and that they had endeavoured to 
forward that object by every nveans in theit 
power? Nothing could be more mistaken 
than a contrary opinion ; for it was well 
known that the failure of the negro popult 
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tion, in the way alluded to, was not attri- 
patable to excess of labour, to harsh treat- 
ment, or any cause which could criminate 
the planters. The hon. member exhorted 
the house not to entertain a. proposition, the 
tendency of which was to deprive men of 
property which they had long since vested 
inour colonies, by obliging them to give up 
that property from want of the means of 
cultivating it. He begged the house to bear 
in mind, that whatever criminality might 
attgch to the origin of this trade, the present 
lanters had no share in it, and that of 
course nothing could be more iniquitous 
than to make their property an expiatory 
offer for that criminality.—Understanding 
that some intercourse was at present allowed 
between the subjects of Déssalines and our 
islands, he hoped that the regulations, said 
to be ordered, would be regularly enforced, 
in order to guard our colonies against the 
consequences very naturally to be appre- 
hended from the connexion—a connexion 
which, should this bill pass, would render 
it impossible to prevent a contraband trade 
for slaves between St. Domingo and Jamaica, 
&c, This contraband trade was likely to 
threaten such effects as no man who recol- 
ected the late atrocities in St. Domingo 
could think of without horror.—The hon. 
gent. conceived it very difficult to separate 
the two queStions of abolition and emanci- 
pation. ‘The one naturally led to the other. 
They were generally confounded in that 
house; and it was no wonder, therefore, 
that the negroes themselves should confound 
them ; that when they found parliament had 
ibeen of opinion that it was unjust to pur- 
chase them, they should question their mas- 
ters’ titles to hold them, To what a train of 
Amischiefs might this lead !—Thehon. mem- 
ber, in conclusion, stated, that if the plant- 
ers had been more liberally dealt by in the 
course of this business, the benevolent ob- 
ject of -the bill might have been attained 
through judicious regulation ; but no. at- 
tempt had been made by the right hon, gent. 
AMr. Pitt) to conciliate the co-operation of 
that respectable body ; on the contrary, 
while he was endeavouring in that house to 
promote the abolition of the slave trade, he 
was raising black regiments in the colonies, 
measure which of course rendered necessary 
an additional importation of negroes for the 
purposes of cultivation. Unless the co-ope- 
ration of the planters was obtained by the 
executive govt. to the objects of this mea- 


sure, he was of opinion it never could be 


effective, 


», Mr. Deverell argued strongly ‘against the 
ll, as inconsistent with the rights and ,si- 


vileges of the colonial. assemblies. He 
quoted on this point the great, authority of 
Blackstone, in a part of his Commentaries, 
which explains the nature and extent of the 
powers which colonial regulations were to 
possess. He contended also, that before 
the bill could be entertained, the question 
of prudence and policy should be imparti- 
ally and fairly reviewed. A good deal had 
been adduced in favour of the. abolition, 
from the present situation of the island of 
St. Domingo, and the dangers which would, 
necessarily, result from. fresh importations 
of negroes. The colonial legislatures must, 
however, in his opinion, be the best judges. _ 
of the consequences of abolition, and they, 
it was not unknown to the house, had al- 
ready declared themselves adverse to the 
measure. In the island of Jamaica in pare 
ticular, the house had heard-from the hon. 
gent. who was the agent for that island, that 
the coloaial legislature there were decidedly 
adverse to the measure of abolition, as in 
their opinion calculated to promote. no be- 
neficial consequences; while, on the con- 
trary, it might, in the preseat situation of 
the West India islands, be productive of 
effects highly disastrous and deplorable, _ It 
was to be kept in view too, at this moment, 
that there actua'ly prevailed a difference of 
a very serious nature betwixt the governor 
and the house of assembly in Jamaica. So 
far, indeed, was this carried, that he had 
reason to believe that the governor could 
not again meet the assembly without 2 con- 
siderable modification of deman:ls, formerly 
enforced. He asked, then, whether, after this 
declaration on the part of the colonies, and 
with the knowledge that such disagreements 
as he had allued to, did exist, it would be 
either wise or prudent to agitate a question 
which might be pregnant with mischief? | 
Mr. Somers Cocks, set out with stating, that — 
for 16 years he had attended with the uat- 
most care to all the proceedings on the abo- 
lition. of the slave trade, though he had ae- 
ver openly delivered his opinions publicly 
on the subject. He rose for the purpose of 
expressing his approbation of the principle 
and object. of the bill, On every general 
principle of humanity he had always been 
of opinion, that the slave trade was one 
which ought not to receive the smallest 
countenance from. the legislature of an en- 
lightened empire. On this ground be had, 
whenever he voted on the question, always 
voted for the abolition. He was always, 
however, ready to allow that, in giving this 
vote he Jaboured under a certain degree of 
difficulty. He was not indifferent to: the 


loss which those connected with this. trade 
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might be exposed to, and this consideration 
had always left a certain degree of weight 
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on his mind which he did not find it easy to 


remove, He never pretended tu be able to 
ascertain what was likely to be the probable 
amount of this loss, because he was not in 
possession of facts on which to found an opi- 
‘nion. 
ficu)ty, which on the present accasion did 


exist; it was, in a considerable degree, to. 
be attributed to the conduct of the planters | 
If inconveniencies resulted | 


themselves, 
‘from the abolition, they arose, in his opi- 
‘pion, principally from the want of due ex- 
ertion on the part of the planters, after they 
“must have been sensible, from a variety of 
‘warnings, that the abolition of the slave 
trade must take place at no very remote pe- 
tiod.. Instead of employing the interval 
thus afforded them of making proper provi- 
sion for the event, the certainty of which 
they had then every reason to anticipate, 
- they, on the contrary, employed every 
"means of evading the proposed resolution of 
the legislature; they used every effort to 
delay the abolition by every pretext, how- 
ever unsatisfactory; and, instead of prepar- 
- ing for the abolition, they only thought of 
new stratagems to defeat the views of those 
by whom this great object was patronized. 
With the conviction that this was the fair 
impartial statement of the conduct of the 
planters, he did not think that they had 
now any strong ground of complaint against 
the abolition. If they were sufferers by it 
to a large amount, the fault was to a great 
degree attributable to themselves. 


He had, however, removed this dif- | 


Tn con- | 


_Alasion, he alluded to the conduct which a_ 


wight hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Pitt) had 
“pursued on this question. I[t might, per- 
haps, be owing to his want of knowledge 
of the world, or to a sufficient acquaintance 
‘with the mode in which the business of the 
“house was conducted, but it had frequently 


occurred to him, that if the right hon. gent. 
had employed the fair, honourable influence | 


‘of office, ‘the great object which he profes- 


sed to have had so cordially in view, would ° 


Jong ere this time, have been obtained. He 
conjured the right hon. gent., now that he 
had returned to power, to employ all that 
“influesice on the present occasion; and, he 
“trusted that, from the spirit which had dis- 
“played itself in the house, an end would at 
Jength be put to a traffic which had been so 


‘long the disgrace of this country and of hu-— 


nature. 
Barham spoke shortly in explanation 
of the grounds which induced him to sup- 


“port the bill, It seemed now to be pretty’. 


“generally admitted that the question was one 


of justice, and in this point of view it could 
not admit of any length of deliberation; the 
chief question before the house now was, 
that it appearing to a great majority of 
members that the slave trade should be abo. 
lished, the next consideration was. in what 
manoer this object could most speedily and 
most eff-ctually be obtained? In attempt. 
ing to ascertain this, the proportion of com. 
pensation which onght to be afforded to 
those whose property would be affected by 
the bill was an important object of consider. 
ation. In his own opinion the amount of 
these compensations would not be at all con. 
siderable, but to deny that any compensa 
tion was to be given at all, would be noto. 
riously unjust. But one hon. member (Mr, 
Cocks) appeared to notice slightingly the 
claims of the planters to compensation, be- 
cause they. had sufticient intimation of the 
measure’ of abolition, and had not taken 
sufficient means to provide against its con. 
sequences, This argument would ina ya.’ 
riety of cases be found, if reduced to prac. 
tice, highly oppressive. He might call the 
attention of the house to the case of a minor 
having an estate in the West Indies 16 or 17 
years ago, the value of which would now 
be comparatively destroyed by the measure 
of abolition at present under consideration, 
Surely this would be a case equally unjust 
and severe; but if no compensation was to 
be afforded, numerous cases of equal seve- 
tity and injustice would take place. ' He 
trusted that before the bill passed, these 
Circumstances would be fully attended to. 


lor of the Exchequer against any charge of 
insincerity in his support of the abolition of 
the slave trade, 
ness narrowly to watch the whole of his 
conduct in this business, and he had never 
witnessed greater evidence of the cordiality 
and zeal of any individual in a public cause, 
Because his colleagues did not support the 
same side of the question, that was no proof 
of his want of zeal. The house would re- 
collect that formerly this was more a ques. 
tion of opinion than national policy, and 
such disagreement was easily accounted for. 
Now it had assumed an important national 
interest, and he trusted no time would be 


even vow he thought, or was at least afraid, 
might come too fate for the preservation of 
our West India c lonies. 

Mr. Dent opposed the bili, chiefly on the 
ground of the impracticability of the aboli- 
tion. A trial had been made for several 
years to civilize tiie negroes in the settlement 
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Sir Robert Burton defended the Chancel. - 


He had made it his busi- . 


lost in carrying through a measure which , 


‘of Sierra Leone, which: had totally failed. 
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He was convinced that with experience 
before their eyes the hon. gent. who pro- 
sed the bill, and those who supported 
Bim in it, would, if they coald bring them- 
selves to reason with impartiality on the 
subject, see the expediency of giving up 
the measure. There was one considera- 
tion which, at the present moment, ought 
to press on the consideration of ministers. 
Jf the trade was to be abolished, and if 
new lands in the West-India islands could 
not be cultivated for the want of negroes, 
he: could not see that there was either any 
policy or expediency in wasting the troops, 
or the resources of the country, reconquer- 
ing islands, the possession of which must be 
altogether nugatory. The hon. member 
denied that the abolition of the slave trade 
could be supported on the ground ‘of hu- 
manity, and contended that the treatment 
of slaves in the West-Indies was not cha- 
aacterized by any instances of cruelty. He 
affirmed that the feelings of the house had, 
more than once, been carried away by re- 
presentations of atrocities, which after- 
-wards turned ont to be totally groundless. 
He referred on this part of the subject to 
the case of Captain Kimber, who in conse- 
‘quence of a representation Ly the hon, 
mover of the bill, was in 1792 tried at the 
Old Bailey, for the charge of murder com- 
mitted under the most atrocious circum- 
istances. This person was then acquitted 
of the charge, it having been discevered 
that the surgeon of Kimber’s ship had been 
guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury. But, 
though acquitted, this person had been in 
‘agreat measure ruined by the large ex- 
pense which the conduct of his trial had 
imposed on him. Many other cases of a 
similar nature were on record, and, there- 
fore, he warned the house against being 
carried away by exaggerated statements, 
applied for the purpose of interesting their 
humanity, The hon. member, afier a few 
‘remarks as to the number of seamen em- 
ployed in this trade, and the revenue arising 
from the importation of fresh negrces, call- 
-ed on the house to look at the situation of 
St. Domingo, and to pause before they 
abolished a trade in which very consider- 


able interests. were involved. He hoped, 


“that the hon, mover would at length be 
‘induced not to press the ultimate progress 
_ of the bill this session. 

._ Mr. Wilberforce rose to reply to the prin- 
_ eipal objections urged against his mea- 
«sure. He denied that any of his state- 
* ments rested, as had been insinuated, on 


light grounds, or had been at all produced 


i. with a view: of deceiving the house. 


He 
Vor. I 
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referred to the first statementrespecting the 
case of Captain Kimber, though he could 
not but express his surprise that this sub- 
ject had again been introduced to the no- 
tice ofthe house. The case having, how- 
ever, been alluded to, it was necessary. for 
him to state a few plain observations to the 
house. The fact was, that he had, on hear- 
ing of the particulars of the case, gone 
with the witnesses before a justice of peace, 
to have the matter cleared up. The wit- 
nesses were examined, and the justice 
thought that the person accused ought to 
enter on his trial) When the matter came 
before the grand jury on oath, they were 
of asimilar opinion, and though this per- 
son was afterwards acquitted, he did not 
at all feel that he himself had any reason 
to regret the share he had in the business. 
Somuch as to the first statement of his which 
had been alluded to.—The hon. member 
next proceeded to reinforce all his original 
arguments in favour of the abolition of the 
trade. He quoted from Mr. Parke’s travels 
into the interior of Africa, several passages. 
which fully shew that the arguments of the 
abolitionists are founded in the justest 
views of policy, as weil as the most en- 
larged ideas of ‘introducing knowledge, 
hemanity, and religion into that vast con- 
tinent. “The hen. member quoted authors, 
particularly the French writer, Le Brune, 
who wrote long before the question of 
abolition was started, to confirm his post- 
tions, He. argued at some length on the 
practicability of keeping up the steck of 
negroes, independent of importation, He 
shewed, that for a long series of years, par- 
ticularly for the last 12, that the proportion 
of the deaths and births of the negroes 
was gradually become. more favourable; 
and quoted several authorities, particularly 
that of a Doctor Anderson, who had the care 
of 4,000 negroes, to shew. that by good ma- 
nagement the number of negroes might be 
kept up in all our islands. In illustration 
of thisidea, he stated that he was enabled, 
on the authority of Mr. King, the late 
American minister, one of the most respec- 
table men alive, that in the 1o years, from 
1791 to 1801, the American negroes had 
increased in such a proportion as to hold 
out a fair prospect of doubling their num- 
ber in twenty-five years. The negroes, 
too, rapidly increased in Bencoelen, in St, 
Helena, in St. Kittis, and in. other settle- 
ments. It being ascertained that such a 
rapid increase was obtained in America, 
he saw no reason to think why. our West- 
India negroes might not only.keep up their 
numbers, but might positively increase to- 


uld | 

the 

as, 
of 

hat 

nd 

pte 

to 

by 

or. 

of 
ine 

Or 

Ir, 

he 

he 

n 

F 
Ce 

7 

re 

st 

le 

l. 
of 
if 
is 

y 

(a 

f 

d 

i 
h, 

f | 
1 | 
t 


659] 
agreat degree. The climate of America 
was so far from. being more favourable, 
that the dews and exhalations with which 
jt abounded were particularly unfavourable 
to the health of the negroes, accustomed 
to a dry and hot climate.—The honourable 
member, after illustrating this point, laid 
belore the house, on the positive infor- 
mation of the American minister, the very 
sati‘factory prospect of the probable abo- 
lition of the slave trade in the United 
States at no remote period. At present, 
in all the states, with the exception 
of South Carolina,. the importation of 
negroes was prohibited; and in 1808, 
when the powers.on this point now vested 
in the particular states, wouid cease, there 
‘was every reason to believe that Congress 
would take up the business and abolish 
the slave trade forever. The hon. mem- 
ber read a paragraph from the minister’s let- 
ter precisely to the foregoing effect. He 
congratulated the house on this prospect, 
and urged it as an additional argument for 
taking. the lead in the great work of hu- 
manity, policy, and justice. 

Sir William Young rose, not, he said, for 
the parpose of going at large into a discus- 
sion on the principle of the bill, as on that 
he should reserve himself for the third read- 
ing, but to refute some assertions which 
had fallen in the course of this night's debate 
from the friends of this bill, and particularly 
from the hon. member who had introduced 
it, that were, he would assert, utterly un- 
founded, That hon, member had said, that the 
usual allowance to the working slaves in the 
West-Indies, was from four to seven pints 
of grain in a week, and that in some of the 
British islands, not more than one-half the 
portion was allowed that was given in 
others ; and that not more than half the 
allowance was given by the planters on their 
estates to their working negroes, than was 
usually allowed to those in prisons and hos- 
pitals ; and that though this allowance was 
alleged to be given to the negro in propor- 
tion to the quantum of land allowed him 
tor cultivation by his own labour, which in 
a great number of estates was little or none, 
no man, he said, could make such an asser- 
tion, who was not utterly ignorant of the in- 
terior management of the West-India islands, 
It was a gross and unfounded imputation 
upou-his brother-colonists, whom be felt it 
his duty to defend... He was himself pro- 
prietor of a considerable e-tate in the West- 
India islands ; and after he had formerly 
opposed the bill of the hon. member, he 
‘jiad visited the West-India islands, and made 
the tour-of eight» of them, to be convinced 
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from his awn observations what was the real 
fact ; and every where he found chis atten. 


tion challenged by the comfortable situation 
of these negroes, plentifully maintained, 


whom the honourable member, and. hig 


supporters, had represented as in a’ stars 
ving situation. Hedeclared there was not 
a single instance throughout the whole, 
where the negro was not allowed a spot 
of ground for his own cultivation, and 
so extensive and productive was this spot, 
in a great many instances, that no allow: 
ance was made to the negro at all, 
For, except merely the sheep and cows 
fed on the pasture lands, which belonged to 
the planters, every other article of consump: 
tion on the islands was furnished by the ne. 
groes to the planters, and paid for by them, 
such as the hogs, poultry, esculent vege. 
tables, &c and so prosperous were the ne- 
gro plantations and negrotradesmen, in some 
of the islands, and particularly in Tobago, 
that he believed there was scarcely one of 
them at this moment who had'not an 100), 
sterling at his command. It had been 
saidtoo, that the planters discouraged breed- 
ing amongst’ their slaves; and with this 
view the importation of females was greatly 
inferior to that of males. So far from dis- 
couraging breeding, though it was their 
interest, they could not effect it : for even 
though the females were considerably fewer 
than the males, yet of this few, some had 
four wives, and many of these too Christi.” 


ans; for the whole 1,300 upon his own 


estate were al! Christians ; and though very 
good and devont Christians in all other re- 
spects, there was an aristocracy amongst 
them, the head men of which could have 
their free-wife and their love-wife. It was 
an easy matter for an English country gent. 
sitting by his fireside, to amuse himself 
with declaiming against the imaginary cruelty 
of the gentlemen of the West-India islands 
to their slaves, upon false and exaggerated 
accounts ; but the West-India gentleman 
did not advert to the many severities and 
oppressions imposed upon the labouring poor 
throughout England, by the arbitrary hand 
of the country justices and the different pa- 
rish-officers, of which so many severe cases 
came before the Court of King’s Bench, on 
appeals respecting the poorelaws. With res 
spect to the importation of African slaves 
into the islands, he would be glad to learn 
how otherwise the gap was to be filled up in 
the population of the country, ‘which wart 
or the descents of the enemy’s privateers sa 
frequently created. He himself had Jost a 


-considerable number of valuable negroes by 


the war; how was he to replace them but 
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by importation? He did not hesitate to 
assert, that the abolition of the import trade 
was insepatable from. emancipation, that 
jt would change every fee-sirople interest in 
the West-Indies into a mere life-interest ; 
that it would destroy the whole value of 
estates, and of dowers and provisions for 
children entailed upon them ; and he con- 


~ eluded by saying, he never should vote for 


jt, unless landed proprietors, whose estates 
were depopulated by war, or other cause, 
were permitted in such case to send ships to 
Africa for the purpose of purchasing culti- 
vators; for how was the land to be cultiva- 


ted without hands ? 


oMr. William Smith deprecated the con- 
duct of the opposers of the bill, in disputing 
it night after night, and taking up the time 
of the house in repeating arguments that had 
been an hundred times refuted. From the 
‘arguments of Mr. Long, the historian of 
Jamaica, himself an enemy to the abolition 
of the trade, and who had wrote upon this 
subject long before it was agitated in parlia- 
ment, it was acknowledged that within the 
islands themselves there was ample means 


- for discontinuing the importation of slaves 


from Africa. He was heartily sick of 
theterm ‘* humanity,” so bandied about by 
those who talked of the benefits conferred 
upon the African by taking him from his 
country, his kindred, and his dearest con- 
nexions, to transplant him to a distant 
island, and a better situation. Wehad no 
right to do so against his will, even though 
it were really to transfer him to a state of li- 
berty, comfort, and happiness. How much 
more impious and unjust was it then to pre- 
tend such a right, for the purpose of doom: 
ing him and his posterity to endless slavery. 
Upon the great and immutable principle of 
justice then, this bill was not to be shaken, 


and he trusted the house would no longer 


sanction the violation of that great precept, 
* thou shalt not do evil that good may 
come of it.” The evil, in this case, was 


positive and enormous, the result as to any: 


good utterly uncertain, but possibly even 
much more mischievous than the evil itself 
in the first instance.—The hon. gent. then 
alluded to a paper which he had that day 
found, containing notes of what had been 
said on the subject of the slave trade by the 
late Mr. Burke, taken at the debate in which 
that gent. took a-part; he had expressed, 
that merchants and planters were equally 
made sensible of the impropriety of the 
trade, and he concluded by observing, that 


the question of the abolition of the slave — 
stood the broad basis of justice, 
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could not. be mistaken in its object. —The 


question being loudly called for; the house. 


divided, when there appeared—for the mo- 
tion 79, against it 20—Majority 59. ' 

Mr. Wilberforce moved to fill up the 
blank for the commencement of its opera- 
tion, with the words “ first of Jan. 1805,” 
which was agreedto, He also moved an 
amendment in the words “ provided always, 
that no ship bringing negro slaves from 
Africa to any part of the British, West-India 
islands, shall be liable to seizure or forfeiture, 
which shall be proved not ta have taken her 
departure from any port in G. Britain or 


Ireland, before the expiration of fourteen _ 


days after the passing of the bill, or from 
any other port in Europe or Africa, previous 
to the Ist of August, 1604,” which was 
agreed to; the chairman left the chair, 
and the bill was ordered to be reported to- 
morrow, when counsel are to be heard. 
Ear) Temple wished the hon. member who 
introduced the bili would have the goodness 
to say, whether he would consent to the ex- 
amination of some further witnesses on the 
report of the bill. ms 
Mr. Wilberforce answered, certainly not; 
but he would beg leave to refer the noble 
lord, if he wanted evidence, to the volumes 
of evidence already before the house on this 
subject, in the many. successive sessions it 
had been discussed. 
Mr, Fuller was for adducing more evi- 
dence, and said, he understood the African 
‘merchants had a considerable mass. of tes- 
timony to bring forward. 
Mr. Dickinson, jun. said, the counsel to- 


morrow would urge their, pleadings, and - 


prove their. case .by ‘such evidence as they 
thought necessary ; and if they should then 
seem too tedious, or unnecessarily protrac- 
tive, the house would use its own discretion. 

[Wesr-lnpta Compgnsation.] — Mr, 
Manning moved, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the most proper mode 
of making compensation to those persons 
who shouldsustain injuries or losses in conse- 
quence of ihe bill forabolishing the slave trade. 
_ Mr. Pits said, he should certainly object 
tothe motion in its present form, because it 
assumed as a principle, ia the. first instance, 
that by this act of justice, which the house 
had thought fit to adopt, loss and injury must 
necessarily and of course follow to the per- 
sons concernéd in the West-India trade. The 
house, however, he trusted, would not be 
induced to concede to such an admission ; 
and it would be time enough for the wisdom 
and justice of parliament to devise compen- 
sation when any special case of loss or injury 
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sustained, should be fairly and actually made 
out. He did not mean to argue the point 
now; but at all events, the motion was in- 
formal, and he believed it would not be 
regular to put a question upon it, as its di- 
fect tendency was to impose a public ex- 
pense upon the country, and it: did not 
come recommended by the crown. 

' Mr. Barham said, that even in the-very 
first instance losses and injuries would be 
inevitably sustained by persons who had 
formed contracts and vested capitals in this 
trade; but it was extremely desirable to 
know what would be the properest mode 
of proceeding to claim compensation ; whe- 
ther each individual injured wasto nvake 
out a special case for parliament, or whe- 
ther all collectively, for hundreds would 
be injured, though the general sum of 
compensation might not be considerable. 
He wished also to know whether, the house 
having adopted a bill for the abolition of 
the slave trade, it was to be understood 
. the crown would not recommend compen- 
sation. 

Mr. Pitt said, that whether the crown 
would or would not recommend compensa- 
tion, he was not now prepared to'say ; but 
the motion for the present was irregular. 

The Speaker corroborated this declara- 

tion, and declined putting the question. 

7 Force Birt.) — Mr. 
Grey rose to ask the right hon. the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, whether it was 
his intention to take the sense of the house 
upon the report of the additional force bill, 
after the committee on Thursday night, or 
on a subsequent day ? t 

Mr. Pitt answered, that unless some 
points should arise in the committee, to 
protract the discussion to a late hour on 
Thursday, ‘it was his intention to take the 
sense of the house on the report that even- 
ing, otherwise on Friday, in order to the 
third reading of the billon Monday. Ad- 
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Wednesday, June 13, 1804. 
bills upon the table 
. were forwarded in their respective stages. 
Among these, the Irish public accounts’ bill 


"passed through a committee, was reported, 


and ordered to be read a third time to-mor- 
row.—The commitment of the Dublin arch- 
episcopal palace bill was postponed.—One 
_ private bill was brought up from the Com- 
mons and read a first time.—Some private 
wasiness was then‘ disposed of, and their 
Lordsbips adjourned till to-morrow, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, June 13, 1804. 


(Minutes.}]—Lord Stopford at the bar, 
acquainted the house that -his Majesty had 
been waited on with several addresses from 
the house, and that his Majesty had been 
graciously pleased to issue orders accord. 
ingly.—Mr. R. Mitford, from the commis. 
sioners of customs in Scotland, presented, 
pursuant to order of the house, accounts 
of the quantity of corn, grain, malt, flour, 
meal, &c. exported from and imported 
into Scotland, &c. Ordered to lie on the 
table and to be printed.—Mr. Rose moved, 
that so much of the 43d of his Majesty as 
related to the sale of East-India goods, 
taken and condemned as prizes, should be 
read. He then moved that the house re. 
solve into a committee to consider of said 
act.—The house having resolved into the 
committee, Mr. Sturges Bourne in the 


chair, Mr. Rose stated, that by this act, 


no East-India prize which might be taken 
into any of the outer ports could be 
exposed to sale, the act providing, that 
such goods should be brought to London 
for that purpose. Many privateers had ta- 
ken goods of that description into Liverpool, 
where they had been landed and ware- 
housed ; and it was to enable the captains 
to dispose of them in that port, without the 
expense of sending them to London, that 
he moved, that it be the opinion of the 
committee, that the chairman do move the 
house for leave to bring in a bill for that 
purpose. On the house being 
med, leave was given.—On the motion 
of Mr. Sturges Bourne, ‘he committees, of 
supply and ways and means were put off 
till Friday.—On the motion of Mr. Foster, 
the house resolved itself into a committee 
on the linen duty exemption bill. The re- 
port tobe received to-morrow. —The house, 
on the motion of Mr. Foster, went into the 
committee on the 43d of his Majesty, re- 
lative to the regulation of the corn trade 
between England and Ireland. The com- 
mittee resolved that the act ought. to be 
revived ; and the chairman, Mr. Alexander, 
was directed to move for leave to bring im 
a bill aecordingly. The house then resumed, 
the report was received, and leave was 

given to bring in the bill, ; Qs 


{Lisxearp Erection.J]—Mr. Gregor 
presented a petition from John Dayman, 
under sheriff of Cornwall, who is now im 
the custody of the serjeant at arms ; sta~ 
ting, that his having sent up a double te- 


la 

| th 

| th 

th 

to 

di 

| sl 
th 
| hi 

w 

| 

| it 

| th 

| al 

fo 

fe 

| 

| fe 

| | 

| 

hi 

| m 
| Ja 
| 
| 
| 
it 
| 

| 

| 
in 

a 

01 

St 

fii 

E 


turn from Liskeard, on the oth of March 
"Jast, proceeded entirely from inexperience, 
and not from’ any intention of violating 
. the privileges of parliament’; that, for this 
improper conduct, he asked pardon of 
the house; and he humbly prayed, that 
the house would extend their indulgence 
to him in his present situation. The hon. 
gent. then moved, that Mr. John Dayman 
be brought up to-morrow, in order to be 
discharged. 
‘ Mr. Rose said, he did not mean to make the 
slightest opposition to the motion, He did 
think that the transaction in which this man 
had been involved was one of that nature, 
which, if the house passed over without 
some mark of censure, it would abandon 
its privileges. He was ready to admit that 
there were many circumstances of extenu- 
ation in this man’s case, which might call 
for the indulgence of the house; and he 
hoped the example, which his case now af- 
* forded, ‘would have its due effect in pre- 
venting alike offence, on the part of others. 
The motion was’ then agreed to. 
Liven Manuracrure Bitt.] 
Mr. Foster moved the order of the day 
the house to resolve itself into a com- 
- mittee to consider of ‘the linen trade. And 
the house being ina coinmittee, he said, 
the measure which he had to submit to the 
consideration of the committee embraced 
three material objects. In the first place, 
he meant to propose an alteration in the 
node of appointing linen inspectors in Ire- 
land. The trustees there had now the 
power of appointing four inspectors; but 
it would be necessary to give them a fur- 
ther power to appoint others in their stead, 
if it should be necessary ; in order to guard 
against any frauds that might be practised 
in the inspection of linens. The next re- 
gulation was one whichconcerned England ; 
and the object of it was, to give speedy re- 
dress, when it should be required, to par- 
ties complaining of the bad quality of linen. 
When a complaint of this kind was made 
in Ireland, the trustees of the linen board 
had the power of summoning all the parties, 
and referring the matter in dispute to two 
or three’ persons, whose business it was to 
examine the linens, and to see if they were 
damaged, unsound, or bad, and were to 
give a decision on oath, which decision 
‘on oath was binding on the parties. - This 
‘Summary mode of proceeding ‘prevented 
“Much litigation, and produced very benes, 
ficial effects. ‘ It was‘his intention to’ pro- 
a the adoption of a- similar system in 
_ London, for the purpose of” protecting the 
English purchasers. of. linen~ against~any 
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frauds whatever, as to the quality of the 
goods, The'linen “board of Dublin had an 
agent residing here; and whenever a com- 
ose was made against the quality of 
inen, brought over here’ from Ireland, it 
would be proper to invest this agent with a 
power to examine persons on oath, in the 
same manner as was done in Dublin, as to 
the state of such linen. The linen must be 
ste > before two persons who should 
e sworn to give a fair and impartial de- _ 
cision. The agent here should have in this 
respect the same power as possessed by the 
trustees in Dublin. The'parties in Irelatid 
might appeal i the decision of this 
tribunal, but, if they did, it must be “at 


‘their own risk ; and if they did not sac- 


ceed in the appeal, they must pay all ex- 
penses which they had put the others to. 
The third point which formed a part of *his 

lan went to’ ensure the quality of the 
lines The bleachers of Ireland have lately 
made an alteration in the mode of bleach- 
ing linen ; instead of potash, they employ- 
ed‘ an ingredient called muriatic acid, “It 
was said by mapy persons, that this cotisi- 
derably injured the quality of the linen ; 
although it had the effect of bleachitig 
much sooner ; and it was thought the use 
of it ought to be discouraged: On’ this 
subject, he could give no other opinion 
than this, that experience had not yet suf- 
ficiently ascertained whether it was inja@- 
rious or not, and that theréfore it’ would 
not be proper, without further information, 
to forbid the use of it altogether. But; in 
order to’satisfy those who thought it injured 
the linen, and prevent’ any deception from 
being practised on them, it should be ‘pro- 
vided, that every licensed bleacher, when 
he sent his linens to market, ‘should ‘be 
obliged to put under his name the-word 
murtatic on each piece of linen bleached. 
by means of muriatic acid, By this means, 
if the thing was bad, the ‘public and‘the 
purchasers would know at once what fo do, 
and be protected against fraud ; and if it 
should be found, on experience, to be 
good, the public would have the benefit of 


‘it in time; for it would in time find its 


own way. These were the principal ‘re~ 
gulations which he proposed for the benefit 
of the linen trade ; and having thus stated 
them briefly, he would not take up the time. 
gt the house any longer than barely to’mave 
a resolution, that the chairman do ask for 
leave to bring ina bill to explain and amend 
the laws relative to the linen manufactures 
‘of Ireland.—The resolution was agreed to, 
and the housp being resumed, leave was 
given to bring in the bill, - —_— 


| 


667) 


_ Mr. Ker, at the same time, observed, that 
the: progress of bleaching by the help of 


muriatic acid was very prejudicial. to the | 


linen, 
Prosecution 

—Mr. Charlies Dundas moved the order for 
receiving the report of the misdemeanour 
prosecution bill. 

Mr. Windbam objected to the bill, as a 

_ Measure coming into the house under the 
authority and recommendation of the quar- 
ter sessions, which might entertain views on 
such a subject, very different from what the 
house ought to have. He was sorry to ob- 
serve, that, for some years, the house had 
been too much in the habit of legislating in 
the spirit of county quarter sessions. This 
bill purported to be an act for the mainte- 
nance of the due authority of magistrates, 
All that was very proper; but what was 
meant in the bill by due authority? Was 
there any relaxation of their authority, to 
require a penal statute to enforce it? This 
was not a proper mode of proceeding; it 
was going into a general canvass for new 
penal laws. Disapproving, as he did, of 
the bill, unless. some necessity was shewn 
for it, he wished it might be put off to some 
distant day: and, if such a measure was 
necessary, let it be brought forward next 
session. 

Mr. Charles Dundas said, he.was willing 
to put this bill off till Friday, aod afterwards 
for three months, if required. He said, he 
had brought it forward at the request of se- 
veral magistrates in the county to which he 
belonged, and who declared, that, without 
such a measure, they could not properly go 
on in the discharge of their duty. The law 
was not to be altered by it, but would be 
more effectually executed. Many prosecu- 
tions had failed, in consequence of magis- 
trates not knowing who were to defray the 
expense. If a man sbould commit perjury 
before them, they had a right to commit for 
trial ; but they could not determine who 
should defray the expense of the prosecution. 
This was a matter which ought to be regu- 
lated. .That was the object of the bill now 
before the house. 

_ Mt. Wilberforce declared, that the magis- 
trates of Yorkshire had stated to him, that 
they felt great difficulty in discharging their 

_ duty, in consequence of the want of such an 
act as this. 

Mr. Fox said, he did not rise to opposé 
the bill; but merely to ask, if the bill was 
to pass away till next session, why it might 
not be put off at once, instead of taking up 
the time of the house by bringing it forward 
next Friday ? 
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of it, 


| 


Mr. Charles Dundas said, he had no obs 


jection to doso; and the bill was accords 
ingly put off for three months. . 

{Wootten Manuracrurs Birr.) 
Mr. H. Lascelles rose to move the order of 
the day for the second reading of the York. 
shire clothiers’ regulation bill. And at the 
same time he thought it necessary to say q 
few words upon the subject of it. He had 
brought in that bill, pursuant to certain pe. 
titions which he had presented to the house, 
without giving any opinion whatever upon 
the subject. ‘There were many old and ob, 
solete statutes on the subject of the woollen 
manufacture, which had long been wholly 
inapplicable to the trade itself ; and of course, 
were not obeyed. Several vexatious prose. 
cutions were carried on for the non-obserys 
ance of these statutes; so as to render it nes 
cessary, for the relief of cloth manufacturers, 
last year, to bring in a bill to suspend all the 
penal actions then pending. That bill would 
expire on the first of July, and then the ace 
tions might go on, unless a fresh bill was 
introduced, and the act revived, But that 
bill chiefly affected the clothiers in the west 
of England, who differed very materially 
from the clothiers of Yorkshire. The former 
acted in the double character of manufactu- 
rers and merchants. But those of York- 
shire acted as a kind of middle men, and 
carried on the trade on an inferior scale, 
When their goods were manufactured, they 
carried them to market, and sold them to 
others, who were merchants, The situation, 
therefore, and the interest of these parties, 
were different. Some of the old statutes 
affected the manufacturers of the west of 
England, but did not affect those of York- 
shire. With respect to the bill now before 
the house, he certainly thought it contained 
principles which the house ought not to en- 
tertain hastily. He did not know that the 
whole country was unanimous on the subject 
There was a certain district which 
would certainly not agree to it; and if the 
bill should pass, he hoped that district would 
be excluded from its operation. If not, the 
manufacturers of that district would go into 
Lancashire, and carry on their trade there, 
He did not thiak it fit that a restrictive law 
should operate in one place, and that the 
people of the rest of the kingdom should be 
left to carry on their business as they pleas- 
ed. The people who were hostile to this 
bill, did not petition against it; because 
they knew that the house of commons 
would never maintain such a principle of 
trade as it held out. He wished to take this 


opportunity of asking the right hon. gent. at 


the head of his Majesty's cabinet, whethes 


.. 6 
he 

‘th 

w 

sit 

of 

th 

fr 
fe 

b 

h 

P 
$1 

v 

| 

| 

tl 

| 

0 

r 

I 

I 

| 
| 
| ] 
| | 
t 
1 
| 
| 


669] 
he thought it would be right next year to 
revise the whole of the statutes relative to 
the woollen manufacturers, and bring for- 
ward) in the course of next session, some 
simple, ‘comprehensive, and effectual law 
on this subject? He earnestly wished that 
the business might be taken up on a broad 

und at some future period; and if so, the 

resent bill would be unnecessary. 


‘Admiral Berkely said, he was happy to © 


- hear so ample an explanation on the subject 
from the hon. gent. The present bill he 
considered unnecessary : and would there- 
fore move to put it off for three months. 
Mr. Pitt said, it was most evident that the 


‘pill contained provisions which ought not to 4 


be adopted without mature deliberation, and 
he did not think it ought to be passed in the 

sent session. With respect to the revi- 
sion of those penal statutes, on which many 
vexatious actions had been brought, he could 
not pledge himself to the hon. gent. as to 
his adopting any measure on the subject 
hereafter. It was much to be wished that 
the consideration of the whole of those sta- 
tutes might be gone into; but, at the’ pre- 
sent advanced period of session, he was 
afraid that could not be done; and that no 
other mode for meeting the exigency of the 
moment could be resorted to, but that of 
reviving the suspending act of last session. 
He hoped, however, that, in another session, 
the business might be introduced in a man- 
ner by which it might be brought to some 
general conclusion. 

Mr. Brook said, that the bill passed last 
session for suspending the penal actions, had 
cost the parties interested in bringing it for- 
ward, no less a sum than 13,0001. 

Mr. Wilberforce wished the bill to be put 
off, and that some great and effectual regu- 
lation might be adopted for the whole king- 
dom. But he would never consent to any 
measure, that might alter or interrupt that 
general system of domestic industry and do- 
mestic happiness, which prevailed among 
the cloth manufacturers of the county he 
had the honour to represent.—The second 
reading of the bill was then put off for three 
months. 

{Stave Trape.}]—On the report of the 
‘bill for abolishing the slave trade, and the 
question being put for calling in counsel ; — 
Mr, Wilberforce gave notice, that he 
would move an amendment in the bill. The 
bill already stated, that all: vessels coming 
with slaves to the West Incies, after the ist 
‘of January, should be forfeited, except those 
that had cleared out from Great» Britain 
within 14 days after the passing of the act. 
But as he understood many vessels had been 
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for some time in a state of preparation, and 
might not be able to clear out within that 
period, and as they might suffer great in- 
jury, if the words stood as they now were 
in the bill, he should move to insert, instead 
of them, “ the Ist of October 1804."—The 
counsel in attendance were then called in to 
argue according to the different petitions 
against the bill.—Mr. Pigot and Mr. Plumer 
appeared at the bar as counsel for the mer- 
chants, traders, and mortgagees, trading to, 
and possessing property in, the West India 
islands. —Mr. Alexander and Mr. Clarke, 
as counsel for the merchants and traders of 
Liverpool; and Mr. Scarlet, as counsel for 
Mr. Lyon, agent for the island of Jamaica. 
—The report of the committee, and the title 
of the different Petitions were read.—Mr. 
Pigot proceeded in argument as leading 
counsel against the bill. After he had spo- 
ken for a few minutes, Mr. Fuller moved 
that the house be counted. There being 
only thirty members present, an adjournment 
of course took place. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, June 14, 1804. . 


[Mixutes ]—The farther consideration 
of the claim of Sir C. Bishop, bart. to the 
barony of Zouche, which stood upon order 
in a committee of privileges this day, was 
adjourned till this day se’nnight.—Certain 
papers relative to the appeal from the Irish 
court of chancery, Hamilton v. Sibthorpe, 
were presented by Mr. Reynolds, and ore 
dered to lie on the table.—The bills upon 
the table were forwarded in their respective 
stages. Among these the Irish public ac- 
counts’ bill was read a third time and passed, 
and a message sent to acquaint the commons 
therewith.—Some private business was then 
disposed of, and their lordships adjourned 
till to-marrow, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, June 14, 1804. 


(Minutes.]—Sir John Keane presented 
a petition from certain inhabitants of the. 
town of Youghall, in the county of Cork, 
against the coru trade bill, which was or- — 
dered to lie on the table.—Lord Marsham, 
chairman of the Middlesex committee, stat- 
ed, that William [lett had been guilty of dis- 
obedience to the summons of the committee, 
and of gross misbehaviour when brought be- 
fore the committee, He therefore moved, 
that the said. William Ilett be committed to 


| the custody of the serjeant at arays, and that 
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Hett before the committee as often as may be 
found necessary, which was ordered accord- 
ingly.—On the motion of Mr, Manning, an 


humble address, was ordered. to be presented. 


to his Majesty, praying, that.an account be 
laid before the house of all the silver import- 
ed into the mivt, and of all the silver that 
had been coined from the 18th of March 
1797 to the 21st of Dec. 1803, specifying 
the. respective dates when the bullion was 
received. Ordered.—Mr. Foster brought in 
the bill for the better regulation of the linen 


manufacture in Ireland, which was read.a. 


“first time.and ordered to be read a second 


time to-merrow, and to be printed.—A mes- 


sage from the lords was received, giving 
their concurrence tothe annual. Irish ac- 
_ counts’ presentation bill, and to two other 
‘private bills.— On the motion of the solicitor 
general, the attorneys’ indemnity bill was 
read a third time and passed.—Sir John Sin- 
clair brovght.up.the report of the committee 
appointed to inquire into the quantity of 
malt made from barley, the growth of Scot- 
land, and that made from barley, the growth 
of England, which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed.—On the motion of 
Sir Theophilus Metcalf for the second read- 
ing of the cotton manufacture bill, Colonel 
‘Stanley begged it to be understood that his 
‘silence in the present stage of this bill should 
not be construed into approbation, or con- 
sidered as preventing his objecting to it at 
a foture period. The bill was then read a 
second time, and committed for Tuesday 
next.—Mr. Rose brought in a bill for the 
sale of certain East India prize goods in the 
port of Liverpool, which was read a first 
time, and ordered to be read a second time 
-to-morrow.—Mr. Alexander brought up the 
report of the linen exemption duty bill, 
which was ordered to be engrossed, and the 
‘bill to be read a third time to-morrow.— 
Mr..H. Lascelles moved, that leave be.given 
to bring in a bill to continue the suspension 
_ of certain acts relative to the woollen manu- 
facture, which expire on the Ist of July, 
1804, to the Ist of July, 1805.—Sir C, 
Bunbury brought up the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration 
the state of the corn laws, which was ordered 
for consideration on ‘Tuesday next, and to 
be. printed.—Mr. Whitbread stated, that the 
papers he had moved for concerning the 
lord advocate of Scotland were not yet ar- 
_ rived; but as they were daily expected, and 
would not be bulky, and might soon be 
printed, be would now give notice that, on 
to-morrow sennight, he would bring for- 
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ward a motion on the subject.— Mr, Foster 
gave notice, that, on Wednesday, in the 
committee of ways and means, hé 
bring forward a motion respecting the finan. 


cial situation of Ireland.. 


{Liskearp Execrron.}—The order of 
the day being read, that: John Dayman be 


_ brought to the bar of the house, and he be. 


ing brought to the bar, ' 
The Speaker reprimanded him, in the 
name of the. house,. for his conduct in his 
office, in the late return for the borough of 
Liskeard: the reprimand was as follows, 
viz: Mr. John Dayman, a select com 
mittee of this house, appointed to try and 
determine the merits of the last return for 
the borough of Liskeard, have reported, that 
you, being under-sheriff of the-county of 
Cornwall, in annexing to the writ the in. 
denture complained of by the petition of 
Mr. Huskisson, acted contrary to your duty, 


and in violation of the privileges-of parlia, 


ment: upon this charge you have beea 
heard; and the house, after hearing you, 
has resolved, that you are guilty of the of’ 
feace laid to your charge, and has ordered 
you into the custody where you now. are, 
The office of sheriff is a trust of the highest 
importance to the parliamentary constitution 
of this country; the impartial execution of 
its duties is indispensably necessary to the 
preservation of the rights and privileges of 
this house; and all practices employed to 
falsify or delay the returns of members to 
serve in parliament demand the severest ex- 
amination. Your professional education 
and general habits of life ought to have made 
you acquainted with the duties of the office 
which you undertook, or you should have 
abstained from it altogether ; besides which, 
it is but too plain, from the facts in evidence, 
that your attention was awakened at the. 
time to the illegality of the act which you 
proceeded deliberately to commit. — This 
house, nevertheless, in consideration of your 
alleged inexperience in such matters, and 
the contrition which you now fee) for your 
offence; and hoping that, the public notice 
which your case has attracted may operate. 
as a salutary warning to others upon whom 
the like duties may devolve, has_ ordered 
that you be now discharged; and you are 
discharged accordingly, paying your fees." 
Ordered, nem. con.; that what has been now 
said by Mr. Speaker, in reprimanding the 
said Mr. John Dayman, be entered in the 
Journal of this House. 
[Appitionat Force Bix. ]— The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order of 
the day for taking this bill into further con- 
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sideration, and that it be re-committed to a 
committee of the whole housé. ‘The house 


accordingly went into a committee. The 


clause’ specifying the number of men in- 
tended to be raised in each county being 
read, 

Mr. Johnstone rose, and said, he objected 
to the clause alluded to, not from his being 
one’ of those who disapproved of the bill 
in toto, from the circumstances under which 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) had come 
into office, but because he thonght the bill 
totally nugatory, inadequate to the objects 
in view, and unworthy of the great talents 
which that right hon. gent. possessed. It 
commanded the people to do that which it 
was impossible they could be able to do; it 
commanded them to raise a certain namber 
of men forthwith. He wished gentlemen to 
advert to what had taken place in regard to 
the army of reserve. That body of men 
were nearly 9000 deficient of their number. 
A great part of that deficiency originated 
in the counties of Middlesex, Surry, Kent, 
and Essex ; and he contended that it arose 
not from any want of zeal on the part of the 
parishes to complete their numbers, they 
having used every possible exertion. If pa- 
rishes were not able to raise men, by grant- 
ing bounties of 401. or 50]. how was it pos- 
sible that the house should flatter itself that 
they would be enabled to raise them by the 
low bounties suggested by that bill? What- 
ever influence the parish officers possessed, 
it was only to be found in the internal parts 
ofthe country. It was impossible to suppose 
that parish officers, or church-wardens, 
could be instrumental in raising men in the 
city of London, while in the county of Mid- 
diesex alone there was actually a deficiency 
of 1600 men for the army of reserve; a 
circumstance which, he thought, arose from 
so many of the inhabitants not having a 
fixed and permanent residence when the 
ballots took place. There could not be any 
possible remedy in that particular, while at 
the same time the short space of forty days, 
after the first meeting of the lieutenancy, 
was all that was allowed to raise the men ;’ 
that was a circumstance which increased the 
hardship in an excessive degree, by exposing 
parishes toa fine of 20l. for each deficiency. 
He suggested, therefore, that some further 
alteration should be made as to those parti- 
culars, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 

perfectly opposite conclusions from 
those of the hon. gent. with respect to th- 
word forthwith. Although that word was 
used in that particular clause, yet the time 
and manner in which the men were to be 

Vou. II, 
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raised, was regulated by the subsequent. 
clauses. It ought to have been considered 
whether or not the chance of raising men 
was increased or diminished. It would 
somewhat surprise the house to understand, 
that the experience they had had of the army 
of reserve was exceedingly favourable to- 
wards the accomplishment of what was pro- 
posed by this bill. The total number re- 
quired by the late act of parliament alluded 
to, was between 33,000 and 34,000 men. 
The number actually raised since that act 
passed, during last session, had been 31,758 
men. There were, therefore, only about 
2,000 deficient of the intended number of 
the army of reserve in England. Was there 
then any other mode which could be adopted 
fox the purpose of raising men with greater 
expedition ? ~ That deficiency arose from 
various causes. Of that number there had 
on}y been rejected and discharged as unfit 
1,752, which was a sufficient answer to 
those who had stigmatized that measure as 
calculated only to collect the dregs of the 
country that would be unfit for service. The 
right hon. gent. stated also, that of that 
number there had been only 530 deaths, 
which was rather extraordinary considering 
that that measure also had been calculated 
to raise only the diseased and profligate. By 
the measure he proposed, all that was ad- 
vantageous in the former measure would be 
preserved, while it put an end to the com- 
petition produced by crimps, of whom some 
gentlemen who were against great bounties 
were very fond. That the army of reserve 
system had not succeeded in London fully 
to their expectation, could be no serious ar- 
gument against it, as it had succeeded ia 
most other places. It was rather an argu- 
ment, indeed, he said, for applying a re- 
medy to the measure, where deficient, 
which the present bill went to do, but not 
for. rejecting it. In the case of Londen, 
and other such instances, it might be proper, 
perhaps, to adopt particular provisions 
culated to’ meet the exigency. He could 
not see the force of the objection to the short- 
ness of the time fixed, posterior to which 
the fines shou'd be levied.” Forty days he 
certainly thought sufficient. It was well’ 
known that the first exertions were gene- 
rally marked with the greatest ardour. By 


| delay} men become cool and indifferent, till 
' ‘heir zeal totally evaporated. The penalties 
| inflicted on individuals by the army of re- 


sérve, were of a much severer nature than 

any fine proposed now to be imposed. These 

severities the present bill went to remedy, 

while experience gave us the hope that men 

were to be had, 
Ua 
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Mr. Windham said, right hon, gent. 


seemed to have adopted the opinions of the - 


ancient Britons, who believed they succeed- 
ed to all the virtues of the enemy they kill- 
ed; and therefore gave the house a history 
of the wonderful effects of the Army of Re- 
serve bill, passed under the administration 
of his defeated antagonist. As to the high 
bounties, he observed, that if the memory 
of them could be entirely done away, the 
present measures might have a greater in- 
fluence. It was necessary, therefore, to 
consider what effect the remembrance of 
high bounties might have, and the probable 
time in which the men could be raised, ere 
fines were imposed for delinquency. It was 
impossible to do away that objection: the 
Army of Reserve bill was totally inapplica- 
ble to this one, which was new, and of 
which we had had no experience. The 
principles of the one were totally different 


- from those of the other, and therefore it 


was improper to argue from what had been 
done, while we were considering what was 
to be done. In regard to the Army of Re- 
serve, it was a fact, that the recruiting offi- 
cers were often obliged to give way, because 
they could not get men; they were forced 
to take those who had been rejected by the 
regiments of the line. It was not therefore 
to be argued that the men raised were all 
good who were not rejected, because there 
had been’a great number of them whom no 
officer would have taken, had he found 
means to procure better. As to the deaths 
which had occurred amongst them, there 
was no proportion which, under all the cir- 
cumstances, could bear a comparison with 
the ordinary bills of mortality. ‘The infer- 
ence to be drawn from the statement made 
by the right hon. gent. would be, that men 
procured in such a manner as they had been, 
the most infamous, the most diseased, and 
most debauched classes of people, were com- 
pletely cured; and that a bounty of 30l. or 
401. to people of that description was fa- 
vourable to human life. It was one of the 
objections to this bill, that crimps must be 
had recourse to as one of the modes to form 
the completionmof the force proposed to be 
raised. 

Sir W. Young objected to the clause 
which empowers inspectors general to ap- 
point persons to assist the deputy tieutenants 
in making their return. He said it gave an 
improper control over the deputy lieute- 
nants, to whom the country had infinite ob- 
ligations. 

Mr. Jekyll objected to the interference of 
the inspector with that ancient office, the 

eputy lieatenantcy, so well known in this 
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country in the early commissions of array, 
This person is introduced to control the de. 
puty lieut. who had been a military officer, 
The name of a military inspector was im. 
properly applied; he ought to be distin. 
guished under the title of a military inquisi- 
tor. 

The Attorney General said, that the hon, 
gent. was mistaken, as the inspector was 
assigned no judicial functions ; those remain. 
ed entire with the deputy lieut. The ob. 
ject of the inspector was not to interfere and 
to obstruct, but to relieve the deputy lieut, 
in the discharge of a difficult duty, 

Sir V. Young observed, that this inspector 
was to be sent down to intrude himself at 
the table of business in his character as an 
officer of the crown, and yet he is said not 
to possess any control. He is erected or de- 
graded into the character of a spy and in- 

former, and yet, it is said, he is to have no 
influence on their proceedings. 

Mr. Rose said, that he had long had the 
honour of acting in the capacity of deputy 
lieut. and instead of finding any officer of 
this description to interfere, he considered 
they ever accelerated the business of the 
public; and whether in the characters of 
adjutant-generals, or of inspectors, he had 
been always happy to receive their assist. 
ance. 

Karl Temple declared, that of all the 
clauses of the présent objectionable bill, 
there was none more so than that now un- 
der consideration. The deputy lieutenants 
were obliged to have a very important qua 
lification front the county in which they 
acted; the misfortune was, that a serjeant, 
a corporal, ora private, in the character of 
inspector-gen. might be obtruded upon them, 
and upon the county, without any such qua- 
lification. ‘The deputy lieut. would not be 
very much inclined to encourage such an 
intruder, and if this were the only impolitic 
clause, the error was so gross, and the evil 
so prominent, that it was sufficient to con- 
deoin the whole of the bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
when the noble Jord declared that he had no 
stronger or more weighty objections to the 
whole of the bill, or to any clause of it, than 
he had to, the present clause, he most sin- 
cerely gave him credit for his declaration, 
and he did not expect any more serious ob- 
jection from him. The clause appeared to 
him so unobjectionable, that he was asto- 
nished when he saw that a second and a@ 
third hon. member had risen in the house 
to oppose it. One hon, and learned gent. 
(Mr, Jekyll), had divided his attack into 


three parts: Ist, he shewed a great display 
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of his antiquarian knowledge in informing 
the house that, in the ancient history of the 
country the deputies of array were very like 
our deputy lieutenants: 2dly, he attempted, 
jn his usual style, a sort of epigram, by put- 
ting the word inquisitor instead of inspector, 
This epigrammic attempt, however well in 
familiar intercourse, did not appear ta have 
been very successful in that house. In the 
3d place, be concluded with an invective 
against him for a supposed aspersion on the 
deputy lieutenants. The gentlemen who so 
vehemently opposed this elause had forgot- 
ten that it was precisely the same as in ano- 
ther act of parliament had ‘been past with- 
out opposition, or even observation. He 
could not help also referring to what had 
been said by a right hon. friend of his (Mr, 
Windham), who, alluding to the opinions 
of some barbarous nations, said, that they 
suppose they possessed all the virtues of the 
enemy they had vanquished. Now, that 
right hon. gent. appeared to have improved 
on that idea, and shewn so much civilized 
generosity, that when he had vanquished an 
enemy, he saw nothing but merit in him ; 
all that he had condemned before became 
virtues, and the hon. gent. appeared now 
partial to those things which he so warmly 
disapproved of a short time ago. The noble 
lord had made a supposition, which he 
thought was neither warranted in candour, or 
in common civility; namely, that an in- 
spector-gceneral might appoint his footman 
as a deputy to assist with the deputy lieu- 
tenants. Every body, however, knew that 
the choice which a man appointed by the 
crown to so high an office would probably 
make, would be of some experienced mili- 
tary officer, such as the proudest in the 
country, not even his lordship excepted, 
a not think himself disgraced by acting 
with. 

Sir R. Buxton declared that he could not 
by any means see that the lord-lieutenants 
would be insulted by admitting such a per- 
son to be present at their meetings, as he 
was only a spectator, For his part, he 
would not be afraid to let any person be in 
aroom with him to examine his actions ; 
he would admit every one; he would per- 
- the whole world to scrutinize his con- 

uct. 

Mr. G. Vansittart, on the reading of ano- 
ther clause, which states that a certain quota 
of men shall be raised in each parish ac- 
cording to its population under a certain 
penalty, proposed an amendment, purport- 
ing that a distinction should be made be- 
tween those who have already supplied a 
great number towards the Army of Reserve, 
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and those who have been considerably defi- 
cient, as he did not think that it would be 
fawr to compel them equally, or levy a fine 
upon them equally alike.—He said, he was , 
at a meeting of the justices for the county 
where he resided, and it was the general 
opinion that not a single man would be 
raised by the parishes, excepting in some 
insulated cases, where the unfortunate can= 
didate for military life was either doomed to 
a jail, or a halter. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
parliament, by limiting the operation of the 
Army of Keserve act, had not entered into 
any contract, or bound themselves not to 
raise QOOO men in any other way, or even 
in that very way at any future period. That 
number of men was immediately wanting 
to supply the exigencies of the state, and 
was parliament to be supposed to have its 
hands tied so as to prevent them from rais« 
ing them as equally all over the country, 
and as expeditiously, as the legislature could 
ip its wisdom determine on ? 

Earl /emple objected to the returns made 
of men unfit for the service, and noticed an 
instance of one man who was considered 
disqualified because he was 50 instead of 48. 
years old, and of another, merely because 
he was unsightly, not that he could not see, 
but that he could not be seen by his officer _ 
with complacency. 

Mr. Bragge mentioned three instances of 
persons admitted who had ruptures, merely 
because they could act in a military capacity 
with the assistance of trusses; and this was 
passed over, although the oath required 
them to depose that the men were not sub- 
ject to that complaint. 

On the clause empowering commanding 
officers to discharge men, who might be- 
come unserviceable, after having been ac- 
cepted and enrolled, being read ; : 

Mr. Ellison rose to object to it. He 
said, this bill was not a levy, but atax. I 
had been said, on many occasions, what is 
the first sinew of war? The answer was 
money. What is the second sinew? mo- 
ney. What is the third sinew? money. 
So with respect to this bill, it seemed not to 
be a levy, but a tax. Men did not seem to 
be the object, but money. He particularly 
objected to the commanding officer having 
a power to discharge men, without having, 
as in the case of the Militia and Army of 
Reserve, the concurrence of the deputy 
lieutenants. 

Mr. Fox said, the objections to the bill 
were so numerous, and so weighty, that it 
could hardly proceed. A power is given 
to the commanding officer to discharge the 
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men sent by the parishes, which was equi- 
valent to enabling that officer to impose a 
fine ; and he inquired if it were consistent 
with the prudence of the house to enable a 
military officer, . by this political expedient, 
to levy a tax upon the British people ? 

. Mr, Pitt said, it was a mistake to sup- 
pose that the commander, in discharging a 
man, would act arbitrarily or rapaciously ; 
he was bound to actin conformity to the 
regulations to be made by his Majesty's 
orders, and they would be as precise in this 
case as in any part of the regular service. 
Jt was the interest as well as the duty of 
the commander to act in uniformity to such 
orders. Jt was the interest of the exccu- 
tive government, to take care that the or- 
ders were right. The parishes had all pos- 
sible security against any abuse of power. 
They were not fined in the rst instance at 
all on the discharge of a man. In the 2d 
they were allowed to provide another, and 


that at.the limited bounty. They had a 
month allowed them for that purpose, If 
they found a fit man in that time, no fine 
at all attached on them, If they did not, 
the commander was ‘to recruit for a man, 
and then the fine of 2cl. attached ; but 
even after this, if the parish fuand a proper 
man, three-fourths of the fine would be re- 
mitted.to them ; so that this measure was as 
lenient as possible, consistently with theidea 
of a fine; and without a fine there was no 
security for enforcing the bill. He took occa- 
sion toobserve, that the bounty under this 
bill was to be three-fourths of the bounty for 
the line, The war bounty for the line was 
not to exceed sixteen guineas, and, there- 
fore, the bounty under this bill would be 
twelve guineas instead of 7], :¢cs. as many 
gentlemen had apprehended. 

Mr. Fox did not imagine a house of com- 
mons could be satisfied with such an 
answer. ‘* You give,” says the minister, 
“ to military officers the power to impose 
a tax upon the people, but it is to be pre- 
sumed it will not be the subject of abuse.” 
It was not consistent with the duty of 
members of that house to repose this dan- 
gerous confidence. 

‘Mr. Sheridaz contended, it was the in- 
terest of the army to inflict the fige upon 
the parishes. By the parochial regulation 
+l. or iol. was to be paid by the overseers 
for recruits, but if the di would not 
admit this gandidate for the ranks, he (the 
officer) was to have 2ol. from the parish to 
supply the vacancy ; and to use the words 
of anoble Jord, a much less unsightly man 
might be obtained for this extravagant 
bounty, 


‘4 


The Secretary at War combatted this opj. 
nion, and insinuated that Mr. Sheridan hag 
read the bill by proxy, and hence account, 
ed for his misapprehension of the clause,. 

Mr. Sheridan, in reply, assured the right 
hon. gent. that he was quiie erroneous jg 
his opinion. He had read the bill, not by 
proxy, but with the best care which he 
could bestow on it. He had only to express 
a wish that the right hen. gent. had defend. 
ed the bill by proxy, in which case the a, 
guments of his friends would have had 
stronger impression upon the house, | . 

Mr. Grey said that the bill was absolutely 
incorrigible : the parochial scheme wasab 
surd and contradictory. Toshew the pro 
bability of disputes between these inspectoy 
and the deputy-lieutenants, he mentioned 
an anecdote respecting a strong young 
healthy recruit in the county he represen 
ed, He received under the army of reserve 
bill a bounty of about 50 guineas; the con 
sequence was, that he was in a constant state 
of debauchery for a considerable time ; one 
evening, dead drunk, he lay in the road 
exposed to aheavy rain; a violent inflam 
mation of his eyes ensued, and he lost one 
of them entirely. In this situation he was 
rejected by the inspector, whose determi, 
nation was resisted by the deputy-lieut, 
This might be considered one of those un 
sightly cases within the meaning of the 
noble lord. The hon. gent. concluded 
with observing, that the burthen thrown on 
the parishes under the present bill would 
be severe, and would ultimately fall on the 
landed interest of the country.—The re. 
maining clauses of the bill were then gone 
through, and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, the report of the committee was 
ordered to be brought up to-morrow. Ads 

journed, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, June 15, 1804. 


(Minutes.] — Counsel were farther 
heard relative to the writ of error, Lucena 
vy. Crawfurd, viz, Mr. Giles in continua 
tion on the part of the appellant: after 
which the farther consideration of the 
case was adjourned till Thursday next 
Lord Viscount Dunean and Lord Rodney 
were sworn and took their seats.—Several 
bills, chiefly private or returned acts, were 
brought up from the Commons, and re 
spectively read a first time.—The a 
indemnity bill was brought up and reada 


first time.~-The bills upon the table were 
forwarded in their-respective stages. The 
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linen manufacturer's protection bill passed 


through a committee, and was ordered to — 


be reported on Monday. 

Evecrion Brii.]—The 
order of the day for the second reading of 
this bill being read, 

Lord Grenville rose and observed, that 
after what he had already submitted to the 
consideration of their lordships on the sub- 
ject of this bill, he should at present take 
up but very little of their time. The evi- 
dence was now before. their lordships, and 
by that, he conceived, the allegations of 
the bill were fuliy proved. It appeared 
that notorious bribery and corruption not 
only existed in the late and at former elec- 


' tions, but was likely to be practised in fu- 


ture.. These considerations which were 
fully established, were enough to warrant 
that house in passing the bill. 

The Lord Chancellor said, he retained 
his original sentiments, which were de- 
cidedly hostile to the measure. He con- 
sidered it as objectionable, not only on le- 

, but on constitutional grounds. And 
the effect of it was not only to confound 
the innocent with the guilty, but, in some 
points of view, even to reward the latter, 
He objected to it as being partial as well 
as oppressive, and it would be found, on a 
fair review of the cases, not to be born 
out by either of the precedents which 
were so much to be relied upon, the Shore- 
ham, or the Cricklandcase. In the former, 
the proceeding was different, a consider- 
able number of the electors being punished 
by disfranchisement. The authority of the 
Cricklade case was shattered in pieces by 
subsequent decisions of the other house of 
parliament. He alluded principally to the 
Stockbridge case, which he regarded as a 
complete set off against the Cricklade pre- 
cedent. The right of franchise was always 
considered as sacred in the eye of the law, 
and he referred to the compensations made 
to the parties for the disfranchised boroughs 
inIreland, on the event of the Union, as 
an instance of the tender regard of the 
law for such rights. That the bill was 
most reprehensibly partial the events of 
the present session alone would evince, for 
in the aggravated case of the Ilchester 
election, that consideration was accom- 
panied by no bill, The principles upon 
which the present measure proceeded was 
one which he completely disapproved : he 
conjured the house to consider seriously 
ere it sanctioned such a measure; the prin~ 
ciples held, and reforms recommended by 
the Corresponding Societies and others, 
were well knawn, and to a certain extent, 
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the principle upon which this bill proceeds 
ed, tallied, in his mind, with these prin- 
ciples of reform to which he alluded. 

Earl Grosvenor spoke shortly in favour of 
the measure. a 

The Earl of Suffolk made a few obser- 
vations on the occasion. With respect to 
what was said by the noble and learned 
lord, of the principle of compensation as 
adopted by the legislature of Ireland, he’ 
did not conceive it strictly- applicable,” as 
the compensation was not to the voters but 
to the wealthy proprietors, He approved 
of the measure under consideration ; it 
proceeded upon the principle of a_ bill 
which several years ago he had supported, 
and which was productive of beneficial ef- 
fects; a consideration which, so far, in 
his mind operated in favour of a more ex+ 
tensive reform. 

Lord Grenville took the opportunity to 
remark, that several of the cases to which 
his noble and learned friend referred, had, 
in his opinion, no bearing upon the ques- 
tion, The case of the boroughs disfran- 
chised on account of the Union with Ire- 
land, the whole an act of the legislature of © 
that country, proceeded upon a principle 
widely different from that of the measure 
under consideration. With respect to what - 
was thrown out relative to the principles 
and views of the Corresponding and other 
Societies, he was of opinion that nothing 
would tend more to encourage the prin- 
ciples of those societies than the arguments | 
maintained by his noble and learned friend, 
which amounted to this, that ali reform, 
however great the evil might be, ought to 
be resisted. 

The Lord Chancellor said, his noble friend 
might imagine that he had been speaking 
for the Corresponding Society, but he 
should certainly consider himself as acting 
for that society, if he gave his consent to 
this bill. 

Lord Auckland in a short speech, sup- 
ported several of the leading points urged 
by the noble lord on the woolsack. _ 

Lord Hawkesbury differed from his noble 
and learned friend, as to some of his pro« 
positions, The measure, in question, he 
conceived, should be taken an its own pare 
ticular merits, He felta strong distinction 
between the rights of private property. 
and those of the elective franchise, the latter 
being more in the nature of a public trust. 
Even the rights of their lordships’ to. sit as 
a branch of the legislature proceeded upon. 
that principle. Peerages were so confer, 


red, and it was a trust which its holder 
could not voluntarily relinquish. The, 
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estion was then put, on which their lord- 
ships divided ; when their appeared, For 
the second reading of the bill 39, Against 


 it7—Majority 32. Adjourned till Mon- 


day, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, June 15, 1804. 


_ John Sinclair brought 
up the report of the Committee appoint- 
ed to inquire into the comparative qualities 
of Scotch and English barley for making 
malt. Ordered tolie on the table, and to 
be printed.—An account was laid on the 
table of the imports and exports of West- 
India produce, as ordered by the house.-~ 
The woollen manufacturers’ suspension bill 
was read a ist time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Monday.—On the 
motion of Mr. S. Bourne, leave was given 
to bring in a bill to enable Mr. M. Bolton 
to export a machinery from this country to 
make a mint in Denmark.—An. account 
was ordered to be laid before the house 
of the Harbour Dues in the isle of Man. 
—A message from the Lords requested 
that the house. would send to their lord- 
snips printed copies of the 3d and 4th High- 
land reports. Ageed to. The linen export 
exemption bill was read a third time, and 
assed. —The Irishlinen manufacturers’ re+ 
ulation bill was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed on Tuesday.—The 
East-India Liverpool prize goods bill was 
read a second time, and ordered to be com- 
‘mitted on Monday. 

{[Appitionat Force — Mr. 
. Alexander brought up the report of the 
committee on the bill for better providing 
for the national defence. The amendments 
were read a first time, and on the motion 
that they be read a second time, 

Mr. Peter Moore said, that having already 
trespassed on the house, by delivering his 
sentiments on the general principles of the 
bill, for the present he should only take 
the liberty of going as shortly as possible 
into the general detail of its clauses. He 
considered the mode by which this bill pro- 

d to recruit the public force to be un- 
constitutional, oppressive, and generally 
obnoxious to the people; that if it passed 


into alaw, it would have the effect of en-. 


tailing upon the country a permanent 
standing army, and consequently an enor- 
mous and perpetual burthen of expense 
which the country would be unable to bear. 
In the whole of the arguments which had 


been adduced in support of the bill, under 
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its successive discussions, he had heard not 
one to shake his opinion on these points 
Much was said of strong measures ; he bes. 
ged to call the attention of the rt. bop, 
chancellor of the exchequer to a_ stron 
measure proposed in the year 1784, the re, 
jection of which proved his first introductiog 
to office. Sure he was, that if the Prins 
ciple of that strong measure had been then 
adopted by parliament, many millions would 
have been saved to this country, which 
have since been squandered. But that ques 
tion was one widely different in its import, 


-ance from the present: the strong measure 


of 1784 affected only the privileges of 
eight persons: it. was a question merel 

whether there should be 16 or 24 Indig 
directors ; but the present measure went to 
involve and to subvert the constitution jt. 
self: it was dangerous in the extreme, and 
tended directly to induce all the -mischief 
he had stated. When he recollected how, 
upon a former night, he had heard the rt, 
hon. gent. panegyrize and support the pro. 
position for the army of reserve bill, he na 
turally expected he would have preferred 
that measure to the one which he now 
brought forward. But though the right 
hon. gent's. predecessor had candidly and 
manfully called upon the unanimous vigour 
and exertion of the country, in the hourof 
danger, and was promptly answered by 
the universal spirit of the nation, he had 
not proposed to burthen the country with 
an establishment so obnoxious to the spirit} 
and so dangerous to the liberties of English. 
men, as a permanent standing army. Bat 
it was not merely upon its unconstitutional 
tendency he objected to the bill. He farther 
objected to it that it would go to impose 4 
tax upon landed property of 3 millions pet 
annum. The chief perfection attributed to 
the bill, by its supporters, was merely that 
it would obviate the ballot ; but then the 
alternative would be an impost upon nume 
berless parishes which the inhabitants in gee 
neral would not be able to pay, and he beg- 
ged tocall it to the attention of gentlemen 
who had been active in carrying the militia 
laws into effect, whether the natural conse 
quence of this measure must not be a heavy 
additional tax upon landed property. Aa- 
other mischief of this bill would be to do 
away the exclusions granted by the former 
bill, and of which there was no mention 
made in this. It was a remarkable circum 
stance that this was the first measure of the 
right hon. gent. from whom a great deal was 
expected, But it was necessary to tell that 
right hon. gent. that the house looked for 
something very different. They looked fot 
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on performance of that promise,which he had 


held out tolreland; and the inability to per- 
form which, at one time, was the alleged 
cause of his retirement from office. His first 
object now, therefore, ought to be todo away 
the necessity of keeping a large military force 
in Ireland ; to convert to more useful pur- 

the 28,000 men who were now station- 
ed as sentinels oyer the people of Ireland. 
Let him conciliaté and reclaim the affections 
of those people, and then there would be 
no occasion for a great army to -keep them 
insubjection. ‘The affections of a people 
were the surest means to support and 
strengthen a government, and not a standing 
army. He thought it necessary to mention 
to the house, that there would bea consi- 
derable difficulty in filling up the standing 
amy, from the limited force, by the mode 
in which the men belonging to that force 
were enlisted. He would mention one cir- 
cumstance which came within his own know- 
ledge. In the Tower Hamlets militia, there 
were hardly ten men who served personally. 
They were almost all substitutes, who had 
engaged to serve for 5 years, or during the 
war. They had already served 5 years ; but 
as the war was not over, they could not 
obtain their discharge. They applied for it, 
and it would not be granted. They consi- 
dered themselves as serving, not for his 
Majesty, but as substitutes for the parochial 
inhabitants; and they thought themselves 
entitled either to their discharge, or to a 
renewal of the bounty. Several constituents 
of his, who were privates in-that regiment, 
had applied lately for their discharge, with 
aview of getting into a more extended ser- 
vice; and if that could not be obtained, they 
required a renewal of the bounties. The 


’ first man who made the applicatiou was ta. 


ken up, tried by a court martial, and sen- 
tenced to receive 300 lashes. By his inter- 
cession, however, and that of some of his 
friends, the man’s punishment was remitted, 
by taking away 295 from the 300 lashes. 
He mentioned this circumstance, to shew 
how difficult it was to get men even for the 
regular army. He concluded with giving 
his decided opposition to the bill. 

_Mr. Dennis Browne said he could not 
listen to an assertion made by the hon. gent, 
who spoke last, without rising to give it a 
positive denial. 
28,000 troops in Ireland placed as sentinels 
over the people there: nor were the affec- 
tions of the people alienated from the govt. 
He knew the very contrary to bethe fact. He 
had lived in Ireland from his infancy; he 
was acquainted with the sentiments of the 
People; and, whatever disaffection might at 


He denied that there were 
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one time have prevailed among them, he 
could now say that their disposition was 
totally changed. He thought it unnecessary 
at that time to trouble the house with giving 
his reasons for what he said; but the house 
might depend on it the fact was so. He 
would further assert, that if the French were 
to effect a landing in Ireland, they would 
find themselves in an enemy’s country, 
whatever part of it they came to. They 
would not find the minds of any one of the 
people favourable to their views. The in- 
surrection which took place on the 23d of 
July, did not put him out of conceit with 
this opinion. He was certain that the ex- 
treme parts of Ireland had no more todo 
with that rebellion than they had to do 
with the rebellion of Colonel Despard.—The 
house then proceeded to divide upon the 
question, when there appeared —Ayes, 63 ; 
Nors, 69; Majority against the second 
reading of the amendments, 6. 

After the division, and during the exclu- 
sion of strangers, 

Mr. Rose objected to the numbers de- 
clared, as the majority was composed, in his » 
opinion, of gentlemen who had not been in 
the house at the time when the question was 
put, nor heard what little debate occurred, 
but rushed into the house merely to give 
their votes, and took their adversaries by a 
surprize which he deemed unfair. He 
appealed to Mr. Fox to say, whether he 
was not himself of that number ? 

Mr. Fox replied, that he was unconscious 
of, and far from being a party to any un- 
fair advantage being taken; but he can- 
didly owned that. he had been some time 
out of the house; and, in the confu- 
sion the house was in, when the question 
was called for, by the number of members, 
who, on such occasions, usually were cal- 
led away from the refreshments they might 
be taking, he could not take upon him to 
say positively whether he was or was not 


-in the house at the moment it was put from 


the chair. 

Mr. Rose declared, that he could take 
upon him to say there were at least six 
other members who entered the house after 
Mr. Fox, and who could not therefore have 
heard. the question put; for which reason 
he submitted whether the question had 
been fairly decided upon. Upon this a 
conversation ensued, (the members sitting, 
and speaking, according to the custom of 
parliament in such cases, with their hats 
on) the result of which was that the Speaker 
admitted the right of any member to vote 
who came in before the division, and time 
enough to be counted; the consequence of 
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which was; a majority of six against the 
amendments being now read a second time. 

Mr. Grey then moved, ‘ that the amend- 
ments be read a second time on this day 
three months,” 

Sir John Wrottesley rose in support of the 
bill. He contended, that it had in_ it 
every advantage that could be desired at 
this moment. Some gentlemen said, it 
would not recruit the regular army ; in an- 
swer to them, he wank refer to the time, 
when the English milititia had volunteered 
their services for Ireland, and when se- 
veral regiments went to Holland. These 

two remarkable events must convince any 
man, that we could always get men to 
enter into the regular army, from out li- 
mited force, whenever it should be neces- 
sary. A right hon. gent. had observed, 
that men would not enter into the regi- 
ments of the line, to which their battalions 
were attached, because they might dislike 
some of the officers. So far was he from 
entertaining such an opinion, that he was 
convinced men would enter from the very 
contrary motive. From the experience he 
had in military affairs, he knew that soldiers 
were in the habit rather of entertaining a 
partiality, than a dislike, for officers ; and 
if they hada dislike, he knew the forgiving 
temper of a soldier to be such, that even a 
sentiment of dislike would not prevent him 
from entering a regiment. He wished to 
impress upon the house one quality which 
belonged to this bill; it was that of ils 
tending to ameliorate our defensive force. 
Officers of experience were to command 
the force to be raised by this bill, and that 
would add considerably to the strength of 
ourhome defence, and enable govt. to em- 
ploy the regular force of the country on the 
continent, whenever an opportunity should 
offer for co-operating with any of the pow- 
ers of Europe against France. The plan 
of recruiting laid down in this bill was 
.certainly the best mode that could be 
adopted for recruiting the army. All other 
modes appeared to him to be objectionable 
in time of war. It had, beside, another 
material advantage ; and that was, the do- 
ing away the ballots ; so far from being a 
burthen, he considered it an alleviation of 
burthens on the landed interest. It there- 
fore met with his cordial approbation.—(A 
loud cry of “ question! question !”) | 


* Mr. Hobbouse said, it was a very material | 


object to increase the regular force of the 
country; and it appeared to be the wish 
of all sides to do so, to the greatest pos- 
sible extent. The necessity of it was fully 
admitted s and the question was which was 
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the best mode of promoting that object» 
If the regular army could be increased at 
all by this bill, it must be by a very slow 
progress, by that kind of double distillation, 
which a right hon. gent. had mentioned, 
When it was contended that some stron 

measure was necessary, a measure shoul 


have been adopted adequate to the forceof — 


that necessity. If the danger was great, 
and the necessity thought some 
other measure should have been resorted to 
besides the present. bill, which he was sure, 
would fail completely in accomplishing the 
object for which it was intended. By one 
clause of this bill, the parish officer was 
authorised to give only three-fourths of the 
sum allowed as the ordinary bounties for: 
recruiting; but the commanding officer had. 
the power of giving the whole of the sum,: 
This regulation would at once put an end. 
to recruiting in the manner proposed. Men 
would not enlist with parish officers, who 
could give but 15]. when they could get 
20], from the commanding officer. Then 
the parishes must pay this fine of 2ol. if 
they could not get the men. They cer- 
tainly would never be able to get them on 
such terms, for men would always consult. 
their own interest, and wait for the largest 
bounty. Another objection he had to this 
bill, was the double bounty men would re» 
ceive, if they entered into the line; no 
man would enter into the regular army, 
without first passing through this army of: 
reserve, because of the double bounty he: 
should receive. It was not, therefore, to 
be expected that men could be procured 
for the regular army, except by a very. 
slow process; and the measure could pro- 
duce no benefit; but it would be highly 
injurious to the landed interest, upon whic 
the fines laid on parishes must ultimately 
fall. (A loud call for the question.) 

Mr. Pitt said, that without precluding 
himself from the opportunity of delivering 
his sentiments at a future period upon this: 
bill; he hoped he might now be permitted 
to say a few words, in order to set the hon. 
gent. who just sat down right upon one to- 
pic which he had advanced. He had rested. 
one of his objections to this bill on a suppo- 
sition, that if parish officers should not be 
able to'find men for a given sum, the re- 
cruiting officers would be enabled to give a 
larger. sum. And from this he drew a 
clusion, that parochial recruiting would be 


| rendered completely ineffectual. If the bon. 


gent. would take the trouble to look in page 
13 of the bill, he would there find, that.so. 


_ far from its containing such a regulation, the’ 


recruiting officer could only give such pro-| 
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ortion of the 201. fine-as was fixed as the 
stated bounty by his Majesty's regulation. 
This very amendment had been made in the 
pill on the preceding day: and the hon. gent, 
would, on the present day, have heard it 
yead, were it not for the accidental vote which 
yecent!y took place, and which threw a tem-. 
porary interruption in the way of the pro- 
gress of the bill, 

Sir R. Buxton said, he defied any gent. to 
shew one tenable argument against the se- 
cond reading of the amendments, or any rea- 
son why they should be put off for 3 months, 
the effect of which would certainly be the 
Joss of the bill. The amendments, in fact, 
which were now objected to, made the bill 
better than it was before, It: was said this 
bill would operate as a heavy charge on the 
landed interest. He would say, for, himself, 
that his property chiefly consisted in’ land ; 
that he had applied his mind to the subject 
of the landed interest; and he now wi-hed 
to know what plan of national defence could 
be devised which must not impose a birden 
on the landed interest ? The plan would be 
po more a burden than any other; but it 
would confer a great benefit on the country ; 
it would be conferring a boon on the coun- 
try by freeing it from the hardships occa- 
sioned by ballots. He wished gentlemen to 
see what a ba'lot was. It was neither more 
tor less than an intringement on the liberty 
of the subject; and h~ wished to ask those 
gentlemen, who had taiked so often and so 
much about liberty, whether there was li- 
berty, justice, or equality, in forcing a poor 
man to serve as a soldier, when the rich man, 
by a sum of moucy which he did not value, 
could exempt himselt from service by pro- 
curtng a substitute, or paying a fine? As to 
the objection against recruits being raised by 
parochial officers, he must say that Ho men 
appeared to him better calculated to perform 
such a duty than they; because they knew 
better than most people could do, the cba- 
racters of the people in their parishes—On 
the preceding day it had been objected to 
one of the clauses of the bill, that military 


_ Officers were to be sent down to assist at the 


meeting of the deputy licutenants. So far 
from this being an objectionable proceeding, 
he must say, that having often acted as a de- 
puty lieutenant, he, and others who acted 
with him, were always happy to have along 
with them a military officer, from whom 
they could receive information. He would 
venture to assert, that no one plan had yet 
been offered that would fall so lighily, or be 
80 little objectionable as the present. 

~ Mr. Burroughs said, he was ready to ad- 
mit, that this measure could not, in a short 

Vou, Il. 
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time, make any considerable addition to the 
régular force of the country; but it was not 
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‘the object of the bill to do so immediately. 


lis object was to raise second battalions, ; 
which were to be attached to battalions of 
the dine, into which the men belonging to- 
them might be induced to enter. It could, 
not now be the object of govt. to increase 
all of a sudden the regular’ disposable force 
of the country There was no necessity to. 
do so; for, in the present degraded state’ of, 
Europe, there was no hope that any of the 
continental powers would co-operate with, 
us in a continental war against France. The 
object was, to raise a force that might add to 
our standing army whenever occasion shou d 
require so todo. Now he wished to direct 
the attention of the house to one great bene- 
fit arisi g out of this bill; and that was the 
doing away the ballots, which exposed the 
poor to great hardships. It was one of the 
severest lots to which the poor had been sub- 
ject. With regard to the objections made 
against standing armies, he believed.a refe= 
rence to the history of this country would 
shew that England had often been exposed 
to great danger from the want of standing 
armies. And if the constitational jealousy 
of Englishmen against standing armies had 
not been carried too far, the country might 
now have had a complete regular army, fit tor 
every purpose of offensive or defensive ope- 
rations. ‘onsidering the enemy we had to 
contend with, it was necessary we should. 
have a regular permanent force in the coun- 
try. ‘that enemy would watch his opportu- 
nity, and.take his own time to attack us; 
and he would most assuredly avail himself 
of the first moment he found us disbanding 
our army, or diminishing our force.—It had 
also been objected, that parish officers would 
be converted into crimps by this bill; and it 
was said that they could not obtain men 
without the assistance of crimps. He would 
answer, that parish officers, who knew the 
habits of the people in their parishes, would. 
stand a better chance of procuring men than 
even recruiting officers, against whom the 
people always entertained a jealousy. They 
were surely the most eligible persons to be 
resorted to, ualess they abused their power, 
and if they did, the courts of justice were 
open to the injured parties. He would ask 
-whether it was possible, by simple recruit- 
ing, to get a large force in a short time? And 
if it was, he would ask, why was it neces- 
sary to pass the army of reserve act last year ? 
Let the present experiment be tried, as a less 
Objectionable mode ; and if it failed, the or- 
dinary business of recruiting still continued 
ai as it had done before, By the present 
x ' 
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plan, great bounties were to be done away, 
ahd more men were likély to be procured. 
No assertion could be more unjust than that 
this bill would operate as a trap to get. men 
into theline. He was confident no such at- 


tempt would be made. With respect tothe | 


hardships said to be imposed on parish’ ofh- 
cers, he had to observe, that when every 
thing dear and valuable in the country was 
to be protected, it could not be unreasonable 
to give to parish officers the additional duty 
of contributing towards the means of na- 


tional’ defence (here there was a cry of 


** question,” and the hon. member was in- 
terrupted by the coughing of several other 
members).—The hon, gent. concluded with 
giving it as his opinion, that the plan con- 


tained in the present bill was the best mode. 


that could be adopted for increasing the 
regular force of the country hereafter. 

Mr. Cartwright supported the bill on the 
principle that it repealed the ballot, and re- 
moved the necessity of those expensive sub- 
scriptions, by meahs of which the country 
people endeavoured to diminish the burthen 
of it last year. The bounty and the fine 
would produce exertion. He wished well 
to the bill from his respect to the mover of 
it, and whatever regret he might have for not 
seeing him supported by a more genera! co- 
operation, however desirous he might be to 
see party spirit for ouce totally sacrificed to 
the cause of the country, and 2 glorious ex- 
ample of unanimity given to future ages, he 
could not agree to the lengih that those went 
who thought that no change had taken place 
in his Majesty’s councils. He was not one 
of those who could think lightly of such an 
acquisition. He was not one of those who 
could so soon forget the high encomiums so 
recently passed upon that right hou. gent. by 
mavy of those who were now his most inve- 
terate cpponents, _ He could not so soon for- 
get the loud calls from those opponents, 
both in that house and in another place, for 
the aid of that rt. hon. gent.’s talents for the 
salvation of his country at so perilous a mo- 
ment. He could not so soon forget the ea- 
ger applause with which the right hon. 
gent.’s first proposition for this bill was re- 
ceived by those who now decried it. When 
he considered his great and transcendent ta- 
Jents, he was not without the best hopes, 
He believed the right hon. gent. had tlie 
bést wishes of the country; he was sure be 
had his. (The quéstion was again joudly 
called for.) 

Sir William Geary contended that the bill 
was unconstitutional, in reducing the militia 
and augmenting the regular army, at the 
same time, 80 as to destroy their former pro- 


portion to each other. It was impossible ta 
look at the possible consequences of thig 
witbout apprehension. The house wag 
bound to be jealous on this subject; and to 
prevent the approach to such a staie of things 
as this threatened, in which the house would 
no longer have power to counteract the evil, 
This force would wholly be in the power of 
the executive government, being officered 
iN an unconstitutional manner, contrary to” 
the principle on which the militia is offi. 
cered. His objection to this measure was 


the greater, because it was not necessary, 


Ifthe danger and extremity of the times 
called for it, all considerations must give 
way to that necessity. But it was not so, 
He admitted the French to be powerful in 
an unexampled degree. But would any man 
now say we were not prepared for all their 
exertions? Have we not been called upon 
to make preparations proporiioned to the 
danger, and has the nation been backward 
todo so? But if we were in a situation to 
repel every attempt of the enemy, and he 
believed that would not be denied, there 
was no excuse for the sacrifice of a great 
constitutional principle. This was not the 
time for such sacrifice. No necessity could 
be urged for a measure so replete with danger, 

Lord Dunlo wished it to be remembered, 


that on the original disclosure of this mea- 


sure the sense of the house was strongly for 
it. Since that time the disposition in favour 
of it had increased, and it had been carried, 


with augmented appearances of approbation — 


into a committee. No objection had been 
made to the provisions of the bill in the 
committee, but an unforeseen opposition 
had been made this day to the second reading 
of the amendments, when genilemen had 
not expected it. He would not say now 
what was the description that should bé 
given of that proceeding, but if he was ina 
place in which he was formerly conversant, 
he should call it sharp practice. In conse- 
quence of gaining a very small and a very 
accidental advantage, the hon. gent. oppo- 
site had taken advantage on the spur of the 


-o¢casion, without any arguments, to pron 


pose, that the amendments may be read this 
day three months. He was sure be was ad- 


_ dressing many whose feelings were adverse ta 


the principle of the bill; but he was sure that 
every conscientious man must be dissdtis- 
fied with the manner in which this question 
was brought forward. He was sure the poste 
ponement of the second reading of the 
amendments would not be allowed to be 4 


fair mode of getting rid of the bill, 6 es 


Mr. Hl. Lascelles rose, when. the house 


were again loudly calling. for, the questions 
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and ‘said, that he appealed to the Roe; 
ahéther or hot:they. were acting according 
to the general custom... He called on older 
qmembers to determine, if it, was-not con- 
trary to the practice of the House of Com- 
mons to admit of sucha motion, after the 
Bill had been. allowed to pass through so 
many of its stages. — 

Mr, Grey said, he rose to speak to order. 
‘The question was, that the amendments on 
this. bill be read a second time on this day 3 
months, The hon. gent. could not, upon 
that question, give the history of a former 
‘division in the house.— 

The Speaker said, that the hon. gent’ was 

at liberty to advert to a former division, stat- 
ing it as an argument for his present vote, 
’ Mr. H.. Lascelles then repeated what he 
had said respecting the former division, apd 
said, he had done with that subject. As to 
the question before the house —— 

Mr. Jekyl! rose to order. -He said, unléss 
the house meant to say, that the speaker 
was unworthy of his station, unless all re- 
gard to order was laid aside, the house could 

ot permit the hon. gent. to proceed —— 

Mr. Pitt rose to speak to order, The 
hon, and learn:d gent. had chosen his time 
ta interrupt his hon. friend, with peculiar 
felicity and sigacity. He had declared he 
had done with.the subject, before the hon. 
and learned gent. rose; while he was on 
that subject, he ‘was allowed by the learned 
gent. to proceed ; but when he says, “ as 
to the question before the house,” then the 
. Jearned member thinks it time to get up to 
speak to order. 

Mr. 
mach the tool of a party as-to speak against 
time. Therefore, he added, let us come to 
the question. at once. (The question was 
here most violently called for.) 

Mr. Ryder said, he could never consent to 

to a division, without adverting to the 
manner in which the ¢ question 
on which the house was to divide, was in- 
troduced. He would appeal to the expe- 
rience of the oldest member in the house, 
and call upon him to declare, whether a si- 
milar. attempt was ever made? whether it 
was not contrary to all rale, such as is un- 
derstood and practised for the convenience 
of the house ? The house was taken by 
surprise —— 

Sir W. Geary said, this was unparliamen- 
tty. language, and he could not permit the 

N. gent. to proceed with it. 

Me Ryder said, he could not consent that 

the question should 


shewing wh the bill aught not to be lost ; 


‘it is object to prove that the sense 


PARL. DEBATES, Jone 18, 1804. — Additional Force Bill. 


Fuller said, he never would, be so. 


£0 to a division without 


to the country. 


[694 
of the ‘house had not been against it. On 


all sides.it was allowed that there was a ne- 
‘cessity for increasing the regular army; and 
the only point was, whether this bill pro- 
vided the best’ means. He maintained it 


‘did, by: first inviting the recruits into a li- 


mitéd service, Bat it had been said, that | 
the men thus raised would not be good and 
i soldiers. He wished experience ‘to 
¢ resorted to for the answer to thet. The 
troops in the regular army, drawn from the 
army of reserve, were a sufficient proof of 
the fallacy of that assertion. It was said 
the bill would impose an additional duty on 
the magistrates. But it was forgotten that 
it would relieve them from the immense la- 
boor of the army of reserve; from all the 
painful duties of the ballots, where they con- 
tinually beheld the distress and misery that 
compulsory mode brought on thousands. 
He had thought the ballots necessary at the 
time, but that necessity no longer existed, 


‘and therefore the poor, on whom ‘they fell 


heavily, should be released from them. He 
believed the bill would be received as a boon 
It removed high bounties, 
and the miseries of the ballot. When the 
right hon. gent. first opened his plan daring 
the last administration, then was the time 
for the objections now made. Why were 
they not heard then? And why heard now ? 
He. must not state the motives, bat he. must 
suppose them to be extraordinary, such, in« 
deed, as he must not allude to, He hoped 
the bili would pass ;.he was sure it would 
afford geberal satisfaction, and should there- 
fore move as an amendment, that the words, 
«© Monday next,” be substitated for the 
words, * this day three months.” 

Sir W. Dolben said, he could not give his 
vote without assigning the reasons for what 
he should do. He agreed with the hon. 
gentlemen who opposed the bill on the na- 
ture of its principle ; and though he could 
not vote with them, yet he reserved his 
right to oppose the bill on the third reading. 
But he could not consent to treat this ques- 
tion as it had been by the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Grey). It was not a fair, a manly pro- 
ceeding. He would have the bil) con- 


demred on its own faults, and trusted that 


it could be so. 

Mr. R_ Ward observed, that a pro 
examiple had just been given them preie 
hon. bart., not to be parties to so unfair - 
proceeding as this proposed to them to dis- 
pose of the’ bill. Another gent. who al- 
ways acted.and spoke from the fullness a 
his heart, had said, he would ‘not be so 
much a tool as to speak against time for any 


party. No person doubi bd the bon’ gent, 
Xx2 
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self then, a proceeding such as the hon. bart. 
stated thisto be, and as the house felt it tobe? 
An hon. gent. had actually argued against the 
.clause in the bill, as it stood in one printed 
_copy, but which was afterwards amended, 
.apd the amendment removed the very objec- 
jtion of the hon. gent. Was not thisa sufficient 


_ground to induce all the hon. members op-. 


posite to give gentlemen the opportunity of 
hearing and examining the amendments ? 
- It had been stated that this bill would bear 
upon. the landed property, A number 
“of gentlemen of great landed property were 
‘on his right hand and his left, the friends of 
the bill. They were. capable of judging. 
_ Why do they conspire to injure themselves? 
He maintained, that a very little candid exa- 
.mination would prove all objections to the 
“pill to be groundless, 

Mr. Spencer Stanbope was of opinion that 


“such a proceeding as the present’ had never 


‘taken place on any former occasion. It 
‘might perhaps be consistent with order, but 
he was sure it would be considered by the 
country. as disgraceful and contemptible— 
‘(A loud and general cry of order! order! 
“chair! chair!) 

“The Speaker decided, that in applying 
“stich epithets to any proceedings of that 
chouse, the hon. member had been highly 
disorderly, 
~ “Mr. Jekyll moved that the hon. member's 
words be takendown. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope declared himself, 
‘on being corrected from the chair, ready to 
“apologise to the house for having trans- 
gressed the limits of order. The hon. mem- 
ber then took a view of the different plans 
_that had been proposed for avgmenting our 
‘military force, and concluded by giving his 
"preference to the present; observing, howe- 
‘ver, that it would necessarily bear heavy on 
‘the landed interest, as every measure of the 
‘kind unavoidably would; but that it also 
‘afforded a good prospect of obtaining men, 
‘which would enable us to start fairly with 
‘our men and money. ‘The cry for the 
‘question was here renewed from various parts 
‘of the house, and in ihe midst of a loud ex- 
‘clamation fer the division, i 
““The Attorney Geueral rose. He observed 
upon the hope that seemed to be entertained 
by the gentlemen on the other side, that 
they shouid on ‘this occasion be able to obtain 
‘that _gbject by silence which they had been: 
“unable to obiain” by argument, for_of the’ 
Jatter ‘they lidd offered ‘hothing to justify the 
motion which they called upon the house to. 

‘adopt... This mode of proceeding, however, : 


i 


he considered as a stratagem belonging’to those to whom the ballot and the high boun; 
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integrity. But how could he recoacile to him- 


the second campaign for. the ‘removal ofa 


“minister ; for that was the object which those . 


gentlemen had in view, after a momentary 
success in consequence of hurrying the house 
‘toa division at an unexpected hour (a ge. 
_neral Jaugh on the opposition benches), Gen. 
tlemen appeared to triumph in this accidents 
but they would, he had no doubt, find them- 
selves disappointed in the object of their en- 
deavours, ‘They used no argument, because 
they had none to offer; nor were they desi. 
rous to seek any. ‘Their purpose was mani- 


fest. They determined to oppose any mea- ° 


sure the minister might propose, because 
they had an anxious wish to remove him; 
because they wanted to produce a second 
change in his majesty’s councils, and to sus- 
pend the executive government, perhaps for 
two months more. An hon, gent. (Mr, 
Fuller) had said, that he would never lend 
himself to be a tool to any party to speak 
fay.time ; but he was convinced, by his con- 
duct, that that hon. gent. seemed disposed 
to lend himself to promote the views of a 
party— 
Mr. Fuller rose (o order, disclaiming any 
party view in his.conduct, and professing 
himself a friend to the chauce:lor of the ex 
chequer. 


Attorney General complained of the 


honourable gent. having interrupted him, by 
a cail to order, without having stated how, 
in any manner, he had violated order. 


_ Mr. Fuller said, that the hon. gent. had 


imputed motives to him, which was an un- 
parlismentary proceeding. 
The Speaker stated, that it certainly was 
not within the strict line of order to impute 
motives to any gentlemen. Such deviation, 
however, was not uncommon, and he hoped 
therefore, he should stand excused in not 
having before interrupted the hon. gent, 
The Attorney General said, that excepting 
through a consideration for the quarter from 
which the opinion proceeded, he should not 


have deemed it correct (a cry of chair ! chair!) 


The hon. gent. resumed, that be believed, 
according to the practice of the house, it ne- 
ver was deemed disorderly to attribute to 
gentlemen in opposition a wish to dispossess 
ministers, and it did not appear that the gen- 
tlemen on the other-side were disposed to 
fee] disturbed at having it imputed to them, 
However, as the chair had established this 
rule, he hoped it would be applied equally 
to all sides of the house. The hon. gent, 
asserted, that those who supported the aimy 
of reserve bill were perfectly consistent in 
voting for ihe present measure, while the 
latter was. peculiarly calculated to, reconcile 
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ties produced by the formér were’ so objéc-. 


“tionable.. . When two plans were under con- 
igidetation, framed by different administra- 


. ‘tions, without any very important difference 


,, »between them, that had the preference which 
was proposed by the persons actually in 
gpower, sinte they would be responsible for 
the execution of it. 
“plan of raising men for rank, as proposed by 
‘the Jate minister, the measure before the 
house would not preclude the present minis- 
ers from having recourse to that expedient, 
should it appear. to. be necessary.—Afier a 
~ Joud'call for the question, the house divided, 
~ when there appeared, for the amendment 
914; for Mr. Grey’s motion 185— Majority 


29. Adjourned. 


Monday, June 


‘Queensberry v. M‘Murdo, the judgment of 
‘the court below was affirmed, the parties 
‘having previously agreed thereto.—In the 
cease of Grieve v. lieu. col. Cunningham and 
-others, the Lord Chancellor said he would 
mention the ‘matter to their lordships to- 
‘morrow, that the case should be sent back 
‘to the court of session, for their further con- 


sideration, — His lordship postponed pro-- 


mouncing judgment in the case of Hogg v, 
Lashley, until Thursday next.—The several 
bills on the table were forwarded through 
their respective stages, after which the house 
adjourded, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, June 18. 


{Minutes.]—Lord Marsham presented a 
petition from W. Iliff, who had been com- 
mitted into custody for improper and con- 
temptuous conduct towards the commiitee 
ofthe Middlesex election, ‘The petitioner 
expressed his contrition for his conduct, and 
rayed to be discharged. Lord Marsham 
‘moved, that the petitioner be brought to the 
bar of the house, in order to his being re- 
primanded and discharged. W, Iliff being 
brought to the bar accordingly, the Speaker 
- addressed a suitable admonition to him, after 
which he was ordered to be discharged, on 
paying his fees.—The woollen manufactu- 


rer's suspension bill was read a second time; | 


and.committed for to-morrow.—Mr. J. Fitz- 
gerald moved the orde: of the day for the se- 
‘oond reading of the election bill. He 
“then said, that on account of the lateness of 
Ahe.sessioa, and the bill's requiring so much 
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With respect to the 


i [Mixvres.J—In the case of the duke of - 


as former acts aa this: subject prescribed — 


consideration, it appeared to him’ impossible 
that due attention could be paid to it during. 
the present session of parliament. He there- 
fore moved, that the order be discharged, 
and that the bill be read a second time on 
that day three months ; which was agreed to. 
—Mr. S. Bourne moved, fhat leave be given 
to bring in a bill to permit the exportation of 
machinery necessary for erecting a mist in 
the dominions of the King of. Denniark ; 
leave being givén, the bill was read a first 
time, and ordered to be read a seeond time 
to-mcrrow.— Mr. Huskisson brought up pa- 
pers ordered on the 8th of April last; relative 
to the addition’ to the annual charge of inte- 
rest on sundry loans ; also an account of the 
gross amount and charges on tfie 45 per cent.’ 
duties, which were ordered to be printed. — 
Mr. Alderman Combe presented a petition 
from sundry merchants and others of the city _ 
of London, praying’ that the Liverpool East 
India prize goods bill might not pass into a: 
law. On the question being put, it~ was 
carried that the petitioners should be heard 
by themselves or counsel against the bill.— 
Mr. S, Bourne gave notice, that he should 
move to morrow for leave'to bring in a bill. 
to prevent the counterfeiting of dollars lately” 
issued by the Bank. % 

{ Avpitronat Force Bitz. ] — The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer having-moved 
the order of the day for the second reading 
of the amendments made in the additional 
force bill, said, that it might convenience’ 
the house to be made acquainted with the 
amendments in the first instance, before aty 
debate took place—The first provided, that’ 
all vacancies which may occur by desertion 
or deaths in the force to be raised, shall be 
supplied by the counties, instead'.f the pa- 
tishes. The next material amendment re-- 
lated to the wives and families of the mén 
who entered the service. The wives and fa-- 
milies of those who entered the army of fe-’ 
serve were, by the act entitied to the provi- 
sion which the wives of the militia received ; 
but no provision was made for the families 
of those who transferred their seryice from 
the reserve to the line. It was deemed pro- 
per to do away those provisions altogether, | 
and remove, therefore, the difficulty which | 
might be thus raised against entering into the 
regular army. Thethird amendment provided, © 
that: this additional force should only conti-. 
nue for six months after the signing of a de-~ 
finitive treaty of perce. Thus every appre- - 
hension as to the permsnence of- this aemy 
midst be removed,’ because’ its duration wes 
only to be in time of war. When peace 
shall be made, suck nyesber will be kept up. 


The 


699) 


dezvous in certain places, for inspecting the 
men, who shall be raised; and likewise to 
the officers appointed for that purpose, to 
reject such men as they should deem unfit 
for service.—-The. amendments were then 
brought up successively by the chancellor of 
the.exchequer, read, and inserted in the bill. 
+-On bringing up the third amendment, 
Mr. Grey wished to know whether the 


officers of this force. were to have permanent , 


that they would be entitled to half pay only 


in time of peacé, excepting the month dare | 


ing which the men were to be out on duty 
every year; they would be thus on a foot- 
ing with the officers of the militia, with this 
difference, that the former were to be in the 
way of promotion. The right hon. gent. 
then moyed, “‘ that the bill with its amend- 
ments, be engrossed.” gi 

Mr. Harrison objected to the motion. He 
confessed, that the bill was now less objec- 


tionable than when first introduced; yet it 


still appeared to him to retain so much of its 
native turpitude, tbat it could never obtain 


his asseat.. When the foundation was ‘bad, 


no good superstucture could be raised upon. 
it, but it must be deficient and fail, not- 
withstanding its professed purpose was to 
raise an additional force. He objected to 
the bill, as being, in its nature, unconstitu- 
tional, and so injurious to the liberties of the 
country, that he was surprized it should 
have been -permitted to be brought in. The 
very. principle of the bill was to raise men’ 
by meaus of fines and penalties; but the 
object.in view could never be answered by: 
.such means, The bill called upon parish of- 
ficers to raise.a certain quota of men, and at 
the same time told them they must not give. 
above 71. 10s. bounty money, which: was. 
to £equire them to do more than they could 
perform, whilst, at the same time, it levied 
a fine upon them for the non-performance, 
and, even efier paying that fine, they were 


still liable to succeeding fines. He could: 


never see an increase tothe established. mili- 
tary force of the country, without jealousy. 
It appeared that this was proposed as a 
system for supplying the regular standing 
army, whether io time of war or peace. 
The bill went:to ievy a tax on the country 
parishes, and in an unconstitutional way. 
It should therefore meet with his decided 
Opposition, 
Mr, EWiot said, he. hoped the house would 
permit himto avail himself of the opportunity, 
afforded him by this stage of the bill, of very 
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The.4th, granted a power to establish ren+ | 


shortly assigning the motives, which had | 


hitherto directed, and which, he was afraid, 


‘must continue to govern his vote upon q 
‘measure, indubitably of miuch importaticg 
and materially affecting -the future st 

and power of the country ; for it was always 
ito be recollected: that this -bill was nat pro. 
posed as a temporary expedient against a’sud. 
den:and transient danger, but was specifi. 
cally introduced as laying the foundation of 
@ permanent military system. The object 
of the bill, as he understood it, was the sa 


pay? is + | ply of the deficiencies in the defensive force 
The Chancellor of the Exchegner replied, | 


of the country by a mode, which might ren. 
der it a fruitful source of recruits, as well as 
in other respects, a beneficial nursery to thie 
regular army, and which should have the 
additional advantage of ensuring to this ge. 
condary force a-degree of discipline so nearly 
approaching to that of troops of the line, ag 
might enable us, with greater security, to 
liberate any portion of our disposable force, 
which occasion-might offer, in the cotirse of 
the war, for employing’ in aggressive opera. 
tions. The principles, upon which the plan 
was professed to rest, were two, the extine 
tion of the competition of bounties, and :the 
promotion of local influence jand exertion, 
To the. first he should, for a moment, not 


 advert.. With regard to the second, he cer- 
_ tainly appreciated loca) influence as a very 


powerful instrument of recruiting, though, 
perhaps, he did not universally attribute-that 
efficacy to it, which some persons of great 
authority seemed to ascribe to it. Inthe 
Highlands of Scotland, and some few parts 
of Ireland, it indubitably was efficient be 
yond any other means of recruiting, but he 
was sure that his right hon. friend (the chan. 
cellor of the exchéquer) would admit that, 
from such partial instances, no general infe- 
rence was to be drawn. He, however, was 
ready to acknowledge, that, in most parts 
of the kingdom, it was of much advantage 
in- procuring men, and, indeed, the sense 
of its utility could not be more forcibly illus 
trated than by the expedient, to which re« 
course had been so frequently made, of pro- 
vincial levies, where the rules of the service, 
in regard to promotion, were superseded, 
and the command of a regiment was often 
conferred on a person never in the army, en- 
tirely for the purpose of obtaining the benefit 


_ of locat exertion, a mode of recruiting well 
_ adapted to that object, though, in other re- 


spects, highly objectionable. But ‘he was 


anxious to mark ‘the difference between the 
value of the infiuence obtained in this wa 
_ and that of the parochial exertion expected 


to be gained under the operation of, this bill 
A gentleman of provincial connexions and 


property, in raising a-regiment aeted unde? 
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the stiniulus both of the reputation and 
emoluments resulting from: the completion. 
of his. levy, whereas, upon this parochial sys- 


tem of recruiting. no one had any ipcitement |, 5 
rive from. it, the exertion must operate to 


beyond the exemption from his proportion 
of the fine. In provineial. levies, too, the. 
sphere. of influence was much more extend- 
ed; Theregulated bounty, moreover, was, 
in that mode of recruiting alniost invariably 
exceeded, and the person undertaking that 
deseription of levy, employed recruiting par- 
ties im all directions, and: had all the aid 
which the most skilful and experienced re- 
cruiling officers could supply. But church- 
wardens and oferseers of the poor possessed 
fio such means, and he was apprehensive 
that, in the execution of this measuré, one. 
of these three thingy must happen, either 
that the recruiting would be consigned to 
crimps, or that a most oppressive influence 
would be exerted by the parish officers for the 
purpose of instigating men to enlist, or that: 
the.whole scheme would ultimately resolve 
itself intoa meré parcehisltax. The best 
mode of trying the practical merits of the bill 
would be for every gent. to imagine himself 
in his owa parish for a moment. Suppose 
the churchwarden and overseers stating to a 
principal proprietor in a parish the difheulty 
of procuring men for a bounty of 12 guineas, 
when it had recently been found almost im- 
‘praciicab.e to obtain them for double, treble 
or even the quadruple of thatsum, Suppose 
them, too, representing their utter igno- 


fance of the art of recruitinz, and their - 


want of letsure for it, even if they had the 
knowledge. What other rational couns¢l 
could such a proprietor give to tbe parish of- 
ficers, than a recommendation to them to 
endeavour to supply their own want of con- 
versance with the practice of recruiiing by a 
Recourse to the assistance of those who had 
experience in it ?. Hence, then, would ori- 
givate the introduction: of the contractor for 
recruits, who would demand more than tae 
limited bounty, and even with an. increased 
premium, wouid not undertake to pracare 
the men. within the: space: prescribed by the 
bill. Noreeruiter would engage to raise the 
quota of men for a parish within the limits 
of that parish, or its immediate vicinity. He 
would, «f gonrse, resori-for them to London, 
Birmingham, Manehester, Shetiield, or the 
towns in which he usually recruited, and then, 
if men were procured at all (for he did not 
believe. many ¢ou'd be gained by other means), 
they woul: be obtained by a mode, which 
would be in-direct contradicuon. to the 
visions of the bill, and to what his right hon 
friend. (‘he chancellor of the exchequer) had 
declared: to be its principle. Admitung, 
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_ however, for the sake of argument, that alt 
the advantages, in respect to parochial exer< | 
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tion, would be reaped from the bill which — 
the friends of the measure expected td de- 


the impediment of the general rectuiting 
service, For instance, when an officer went 
intoa parish on the regular recroiting service, - 
he, in general, had the influence of the pas 


fish, if not positively favourable, at lease 
neutral towards him, in which case he had 
the fair benefit of the regulated bounty aad 


his own activity, but under this bill the pa- 
tish would be in a state of constant opposi- 


‘tion to his exertions, as every man he raised 


would diminish the means of the parish-otli- 

cers of furnishing the quota part of the pa= 

trish. His success would, in truth, operate 

as a tax the parish. -There would, 
likewise, remain a considerable pecuniary 
competition under the scale ot bounties; which, 
from what fell from the chancellor of the 

exchequer a fewnights.ago,it seemed to be ini 
contemplation to establish. His rt. hon. friend 
had stated, that, though the bounties were 
not absolutely fixed, it was at present in- © 
tended that the bounty for the regular ser- ~ 
viee should be 16 guineas; the- bounty for ~ 
the force to be provided under this bill 12 
guineas, and the bounty for enlistment from 
that force into the line 10 guineas. This 
system of bountics, therefore, Would obvi-« 
ously make it the interest of men to enlist 
first for home setvies, instead of entering — 
at once into the line, for by going originally — 
into the line they would be only entitled to _ 
a bounty of 16 guineas, whereas, by passing 
through this intermediate force into the res . 
gular army, they would obtain 22. Thus, in 

point of fact, instead of extinguishing com- 

petition, the bill would establish a compes 

tition both of money and of local influence, - 
to the detriment of the general recruiting 

service.—It hed been represented by gentle« 

men on the opposite side of the- house as 4 

very visionary and faneiful apprehension, 

but he could not help concurring in the feat- 

that had beea expressed by some of hig — 
friends upon the bench with him, that the 
influence exerted by parish-officers would 
principally consist in their attempts to rendet 
the situation of the indigent class of the coms 
manity resident within their jurisdiction so 
painful to them, as to impel them toresort 
to enlistments asa refuge from persecution. 
A learned gent. (the attorney-general) ‘had 
alledged, on a preceding night, that such a 
suspicion of abuse of authority on the part of 
parish-officers was not justified by experi- — 
ence. He was far from meaning to make © 


any gtnesal imputation on the conduct of 
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parish-officers, at the same time he had 
nown them in some instances commit acts 
of great severity, and it was not in the spirit 
of a judicious system of legislation to set the 
interests of persons in power in opposition to 
and social feelings. There 
were many Jaws, and very wise and salutary 
laws too, which.were much relaxed in their. 
execution, and which, if generally enforced, 
might be perverted into instraments of 
grievous oppression, The game laws had 
been alluded to, and, perhaps, furnished 
the most familiar example. He certainly 
was no enemy to the game laws; on the 
contrary, he maintained the policy of them, 
_ though he did not wish to see too severe an 


operation given to them. In many parts of- 


the country they were put into very vigorous 
execution. In some parts, however, they 
were much relaxed, and this was the case in 
the part of the country, with which he was 
best acquainted, but he was afraid, if this 
bill should pass, they would be universally 
and most severely enforced. Ifa poor man 
was detected in snaring a hare, a parish-ofti- 
_ cermight say tohim, ‘“ if you are convicted 
you will be fined £5, You cannot pay such 
asum, in which case your goods will be 
distrained, and even the amount of them 
wil} probably not enable you to defray the 
penalty, and then you must be committed 
to prison. But if you will enlist in the army 
of reserve, we will not prosecute you, and 
you. will at once avoid these calamities and 
obtain a bounty of 12 guineas.” It had been 
asked in a former debate, where were to be 
found the provisions in the bill, which 
enacted this system of oppression ? God 
forbid, that parliament should ever pass 


laws giving a positive sanction to the exer- | 


cise of tyrannical authority ; but it was also 
* its sacred duty to take care that it did not 
Jegislate in a manner, which might invite 
and stimalate abuse, and he entered much 
into the fears of those who thought, that this 
bill, if it should pass into a law, would, by 
awakening into a pernicious activity many 
dormant penal statutes, sour and disgust 
the people, and poison the comforts and so- 
cial happiness of every village and hamlet in 
the country. It had been imputed to his 
right hon. friend near him (Mr. Windham), 
that the tenor of his language was changed, 
that formerly the house had been, accus- 
tomed to hear him inculcate the necessity 
of. keeping alive the spirit of the people, and 
of raising their minds to a level with the un- 
‘paralleled danger with which they had to 
contend, but that now was a truce to 


‘these animating exhortations, that his right - 
‘hon. friend had. lowered tone, that, he 
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upon the difficulties, that the motives iwerg 


The chancellor of the exthequer, “who had” 


_attribuged this, suddén, alteration of conduct 
.to his right hon. friend, had suicly permitied 
it to escape’ his memory that his right hon, 


friend had denied the efficacy of the bill, [gs 
his right hon. friend had admitted that the 
bill’ was likely to be effectual for its object, 
there might have been some foundation for 
the remark that had fallen from the chane 
cellor of the exchequer, because in that case 
his right hon. friend would have had to 


strike a balance between thé inconveniens 
cies of ‘the measure, and the magnitude of: 


the danger agatnst which it was intended to’ 
provide; but his right hon. friend had ex.) 
pressly stated, that, in his view of it, the 
bill would be vexatious and not efficacious,» 
that it would be productive of nothing but’ 
superfluous and gratuitous oppression, that, 
in-fact, it would be oppressive, because it! 
was not calculated to be efficient for its pure: 
pose. The house, toe, could not fail to obs 
serve that the evils, which his right hony 
friend had predicted as likely to result from. 
the measure, were of a nature calculated to) 
relax that zeal, which his right hon. friend 
had borne. so eminent a share in exciting in 
the country, and, consequen'ly, materially’ 
to diminish the strength of the empire ata 
period which, in the opinion of al! men, 
demanded its collected and united faculties. 
—He next proceeded to the consideration of 
the proposed arrangement of this force. In 
this view of the subject he would, for the sake 
of argument, assume, that the men were 
procured, and he might then, perhaps, be 
asked by the friends of the measure, whe 


ther he did not admit that there was a reas’ 


sonable foundation for believing that many 
men would enter from this intermediate force 
into the line. He certainly did apprehend 
that a considerable number might transfer 
themselves from one service into the other, 
but if he were at the same time asked, what 
would be the most etlectual mode of check- 
ing their enlistment, he should certainly an- 
swer, the prohibition of their option with 
regard to the corps into which they. might 
be disposed to enter; as he could venture to 
assert, from the best recruiting authorities, 
that the motives of men for enlisting into the 
army were as various as the whims and ca¥ 
prices of the human mind. ‘The arranges 
ment, however, of double battalions as the 
means of inducing men to enter into the res 
gular army, was said to be justified by expe+ 
rience, and two examples had been cited 


to prove that men were likely to enlist 
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ceased to urge the incitements. and dwelg 


now made subordinate to, the obj ions, 
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facility for general service fot 
visite! habits in service of 
a limited nature. 


\itia in the late war, and the army of reserve 
in the present. With regard to the Ist in- 
stance, he must observe, that the mode 
which had been adopted for obtaining 
men for the regular army from the militia 
was very different from that which could be 
porsued compatibly with the principle pro- 
fessed in the’present plan. Recruiting par- 
ties had been sent down to the quarters of 
the different regiments, many of which 
‘were kept for a considerable interval in a 
state of intoxication and dissolution of disci- 
pline, and by these means the recruits were 

ured at large bounties for regular ser- 
vice limited, however, fof the most part, 
both in respect to time and space, for a 
large proportion of the then enlisted only for 
the period of the war, and for European 
service. The other instance which had 
been cited, was the army of reserve, but 
the men who had transferred themselves 
from that force into the regular army, had 
not enlisted because they had acquired the 
habits of a military life, for most of them 
could never have been regimented or have 
joined their battalions of reserve. It was 


notorious that they had literally merely pass- 


éd through the army of reserve into the 
line for the sake of the double bounty, and 
that they had enlisted so rapidly as to induce 
the commander in chief to issue orders at va- 
tious times to suspend the recruiting, to pre- 
vent that relaxation of discipline, which it 
was found to produce. The only inference, 
therefore, which could be candidly drawn 
from this example, was, that many men had 
been tempted to enter for general service by 
the invitation of extravagant bounties, hav- 
ing at the same time their option of the re- 
giments into which they were to enlist, and 
No inconsiderable proportion had entered 
into the guards and into the artillery. He 
did not; however, mean to assert, that seve- 
tal men might not be procured for the line 
by the intended arrangement, but he was 
convinced that as many, and he believed 
tore, might be even immediately obtained 
by that system of recruiting which had been 
80 frequently recommended, withont any of 
the complicated vexation of this bill. The 
system, to which he alluded, consisted in 
the enlistment for term of years instead of 
for life, the declared and formal abolition of 
drafting, and some separate establishment 
for colonial service; for the dread of the 
hoxious climate of the West Indies operated 
asa most powerful impediment to the re- 
Vou. II, 
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The instances quoted 
were the volunteers obtained from the mi- | 
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cruiting of the line. These measures, toge~ 
ther with a proper distribution of recruiting” 
parties under experienced officers, and a 
judicious selection of stations for recruiting 
depots, would, he was persuaded, ultimately 
supply the ranks of our regular army. He, 
nevertheless, did not expect that the country 
could speedily reap the full advantage even’ 
of the best scheme of recruiting, and in this’ 
respect he was not so sanguine as his right - 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham), for he was 
convinced that a long interval would elapse 
before the memory of large bounties would 
be intirely obliterated. We had taught the 
people to speculate so much upon extrava- 
gant premiums, that it would be found they 
would for a long while with-hold themselves 
from the service in the hope of their revival. 
—Before he sat down there were two of 
three topics on which he felt desirous of 
touching, and to which he should advert 
with more satisfaction, as he had the good 
fortune, in a great measure, to concur in 
opinion on them with his right hon. friend, 
the chancellor of the exchequer ; one was, 
the derelection of ballot as applied to this 
measure. At the same time he begged not to 
be understood as being universally adverse to 
the principle of ballot. On the contrary, © 
one of his motives for wishing the original 
establishment of the militia to be main- | 
tained was, that the principle of ballot 
might be preserved in the country. He 
thought it bad as a part of a great perma-— 
nent system, but temporary and unforeseen 
emergencies might occur, in which it might 
be necessary to have recourse to compulsory 


_ service, and in exigencies of so sudden and 


pressing a nature, that mode of compulsion 
was the best which was the most efficacious, 
— There was auother part of the bill, which, 
he must be at variance with all his former 
declarations and sentiments, if he did not 
approve; he meant the reduction of the 
supplementary militia, At the same time 
he did not think the mode proposed altoge- 
ther unobjectionable. The arrangement of 
the supplementary militia varied in different 
counties. In some counties the supplemen= 
taty levy was added to the original esta- 
blishment, and the whole formed one 
ment, and hence there were several regi- 
ments which were certainly too large and 
unwieldy. In other counties this -part of 
the militia had been formed into several bat- 
talions or regiments, such,*for instance, as 
the 2d Surry, 2d Wiltshire, &c. These corps 
consisted, he believed, in general of § or 
600 men each, and when they should be 
reduced to two-thirds or half of that num 
— appeared to him that it would be an 
y 
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useless expense to keep up corps upon such 


small, establishments.: He could vot heip: 


adding, too, that though the dimiaution of 
their numbers was to be gradual, he feared 


the decay of their discipline would pe rapid; 


for it was not rational to expect that the in: 
terest of the officers in their regiments. 
would not be relaxed by this sentence of 
reduction, and thus he must. consider the 
value of the supplementary” ways for the 
remainder of its existence as likely t» be 
materiaily diminished. During ihe discus- 
sions on the army of reserve bill, in the last 
session, severe animadversions had been 


made on the late administration for their | 


rdiness in bringing forward that measure, 

hey had been reminded, that his Majesty's 
declaration had stated that the conduct of 
France had been one continued series of 
aggression, violence, and insult fiom the con- 
elusion of the treaty of peace ; that the French 
government had been detected in the design 
of sending military spies into this country, 
under the denomination of commercial 
agents, which act of perfidy was described in 

e same declaration as a decisive indication 
of the dispositions and intentions of that go- 
verament, and that, with all these warnings, 
they ought to have been prepared with their 
system for the defence of the country im- 
mediately on the commencement of the hos- 
tilities. They, however, defended their pro- 
erastination of the measure of the army of 


reserve by alleging, that, if it had been ear- - 


lier introduced, it would have interfered 
with the ballot for the militia. To this ar- 
gument, however, he recollected it was re- 
plied by himself amongst others, that, as the 
ballot for the supplementary militia had in 
Many counties not been begun, and as in 
others very little progress had been made in 
it, the number of the army of reserve might 
have been so enlarged, as to have superseded 
the necessity of the levy of the supplemen- 
tary militia. But the gentlemen on the 
bench opposite tohim (the bench on which 
Mr. Addington and his friends were sitting) 
had.an answer to this suggestion, They al- 
leged that the militia, upon its augmented 
establishment, was the proper quantum of 
militia for the country. They maintained 
the.same opinion still, and therefore, though 
he had the misfortune entirely to differ from 
them; he must acknowledge they were per- 
fectly consistent. Bot those gentlemen, 
who formed part of the late administration, 
and. who. also composed so considerable a 
proportion of the present, had held precisely 
the same language, and he therefore felt 
- geome surprise at their change of sentiment 
wpon this subject, and. at their approbation 
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ofa scheme which. was partly fonnded one 


chon. and. learned .gent. ov the 


_ the learned gent., that, by a singular felicity 


reduction ofthe number of the milina, 


bench (‘he had assery 

** that when two plans w re, under the con, 
sideration of the house, framed by difteren 
admivistrations, without apy very important 
difference berween them, that had the: bey 
claim to preterence which was proposed 

the persons actually in power, since. the 
would be respons ble for the «xecution of jg” 
This doctrine wes certainly very palatable 
aud he had no doubt it would be very satis, 
factory to the house, as it opencd a, faip 
prospect to the publje of a sori of perpetuity 
in the learned geut.’s official assisiance, ay 
advantage which, he believed, the couniy 
had already possessed, in different situations, 
for three successive administrations, Bat 
without discussing the merits of this dog 
trine, he begged permission to remark tg 


of circumstances, he hed, upon the prince. 
ple of his own argument, still his option 
between the two plans, for he believed that 
half, if not a majority of the present. cabis 
net, consisted of persons who were aly 
members of the late cabinet; and, therefore, 
if the measure proposed by the late govern 
ment should be adopted, it would, never 
theless, be executed by those who had been 
its authors and systematical supporters, But 
these gentlemen, it seemed, made the pre 
sent plan the object of their choice, and he 
now had the good fortune to find that they 
concurred with him in opinion that the mt 
litia establishment was too large by the 
whole of its augmented numbers. He really 
could not he!p expressing some curiosity to 
know from what period he was to date this 
very unexpected satisfaction; since, for am 
interval of two years, his right hon. friend 
(Mr. Windham) and himself had ex 

rienced nothing but censure and reproac 

from those gentlemen for their opposition to 
the increase of the militia of the different 
parts of the united kingdom. He must re 
mind them, too, that the very last act of 
their late administration was the introduc 
tion of a bill for the increase of the militia 
of Ireland, which passed in direct defiance 
of the counsel of his right hon. friend, the 
present chancellor of the exchequer, and 
which was truly illustrative of the measure 
by which, as his right hon. friend had. hap- 
pily expressed it on a former occasion, the 
late ministers were continually marring and 
frustrating their own projects. He trusted, 
howéver, that his right hon. friend, had 
come into office early enough to advise his 
Majesty to suspend the exercise of the powes 
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atliament had vested in him, and 
thats ashe had been able to operate so aus- 
picious'a-conversion in the opioions. of his 


‘ gew colleagues with regard to the English 


qniliua, hé hoped he wouid, while their 
piinds’ were in this pliant and malleable 
state, be more successful than when he had 
soken from the back benches, in his en- 
deavours to convince them that no system 
could be more effectually adapted to cut up 
the recruiting of.the regular army, than 
thatof making new encroachments on the 

pulation of Ireland for the service of thé 
militia—He should trouble the house no 
further than to observe, that if this measure 
should puove in its operation to be only a 
means of procuring money, it would, in that 
ointof view, be a burthen of a most grievous 
nature. it would, in fact, be a tax in the 


shape of a parochial assessment, and would. 


fail heavily upon that description of the 
eommanity, who were now scarcely able to 
straggle agaiost the weight of parish rates, 
and whom, under a judicious and well re- 
guiated system of finance, it had always 
bee an’ object, as far as was practicabe, 
to exempt from taxes imposed for public 
révenne inking, therefore, that the bill 
would be ineffectual for its purpose, and at 
thesame tine be most oppressive and unjust 
in its operation, he felvit his duty to give 
his negative to its further progress, 

‘General Maitland said, he feir it his duty 
asa) member of parliament, and as a mem- 
berof the profession to which this measure 
particularly applied, to offer his sentiments. 
He was sure the bili, viewed ina military 
sense, would not produce any considerabie 


portion of the men that were expected from | 


it; that in a civil view it would be onerous 
and oppressive; that in a mixed view of 
civil'and military, it would not get men bat 
money, and that in an oppressive way, The 
late ministers had been charged with want 
of energy and vigour. He would: be glad 
tohear trom any body, in what manner this 
bill gave any proof of increased vigour or 
energy. He would say of it/as anoble lord 
had said on a former occasion, that it was.a 
mere milk and water measure: or if it bad 
vigour, it'was vigorous:only in oppres- 


ting the people. When the merits of this | 


bill-were talked of, comparatively with those 
ofthe measures produced by his right hon. 
friend: (Mr. Addington): when in office, he 
thought that little indeed could be said for 
this measure. His right hon. friend had 
Proposed to raise a number of regiments by 
Tecraiting for rank. ‘To this it was objected, 
that raising-men for rank was: liable to great 
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abuses:.it was so; but. it: was: the abuse, 
not thease that was the mischief, 
would ask the right. hon. gent. opposite 
(Mr. Windham), who was such an enemy 
to raising men. for rank, whether there was 
greater mischief in. a person every way 
qualified for the rank, for no other could 
have it, raising men for it, rather. th 
purchasing from their brother officers... 
they were qualified to have the step, there 
was no harm in raising the men. ibe 
ptiocipal objection in that case was the dif- 
ticulty of restraining the bounty ; but und 
the present measure that difficulty was, much 
increased. ‘The officer who would depart 
from the limits laid dowa would have.t 
dread the charge of being guilty of bynes 4 
of orders and discipline; but no such appre- 
hension could weigh upon the parish officers, 
and surely the former was a much more 
Constitutional mode of recruiting than. the 
latter, at the same time that it was far from 
tending so directly to the increase of 
bounty.— He was never apprehensive of the 
danger of invasion so much as oth-rs;, he 
agreed that it was now increased beyond 
what it had ever been. He. agreed also. i 
the propriety of increasing the-regular, force; 
but the charge of a want of exertion inthis 


‘respect was not relieved by this bill. 


Measure was proposed to be permanent, 

the foundation was false aod rotten., The 
army of resrrve had been efficient, and 
therefore he approved of it. The | 
of the present system which be condemn 
most, was, that the regular and disposable 
soldicrs were the worst provided for. Sol- 
diers on general service should on every. 
principle have larger pay. He did not mean 
to say they shuuld bave more than they. had 
at present. He was, on this point, of opi- 
nion that the augmentation which. took 
place in the last war was improvident, and 
that the army would have been satisfied with 
less. He would have the soldiers for. Ji- 
mited service reduced to less pay, to 10d. a 
day, for instance, but that. could not be 
dove but in time of peace. This difference 
would piace the thing on a fair footing with 
fespect)to the grand operative principle. of 
human nature,: self interest. He wished 
the liberty of volunteering from the reserve 
battalions to be general, as at present the 
men were disposed. to volunteer. into ao 
other battalion rather than that. with whi 
they were immediately connected. 

Mr, Osborne rose in defence of the bill, 
and endeavoured to repel.the objection of its 
being a measure to provide mney ane not 
~— ; for, if the stipulated oumber of men 
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“were raised in the parishes, not one shilling 
* “of fine would be incurred. As to the ob- 
‘jection of its imposing a burden on the pa-. 
Tish officers, he would ask, what measure 
‘there was of extensive operation but must 
‘occasion some inconvenience to certain ine 
- ‘dividuals? It was true, the execution of 
‘the proposed measure would engross some 
rtion of the time of those officers; but 
i¢ had no doubt of their willingness so to 
‘go for the public good. 
“~~ General Gascoigne felt himself called upon 
‘by what a right hon. colonel had stated with 
‘respect to raising men for rank. He called 
‘the right bon. gent. a “ colonel,” for though | 
‘be had the local rank of general, his general 
‘yank was that of colonel 
“General Ma:tland rose to order. He said, 
he was in the judgment of the house whether 
it was consistent with parliamentary usage, 
‘or order, for an hon. member in his speech 
“to step directly out of the’ subject before the 
‘house, to make a personal attack upon ano- 
‘ther member, with a view to degrade him. 
‘It was wholly irrelevant to the question, 
‘whether he was a brigadier-general or a 
plain colonel, except for the direct purposes 
‘of personality. 
~ General Gascoigne was proceeding to ex- 
‘plain, but in a way that induced the chair 
call him to order. He then proceeded to 
‘say, that the mode of recruiting “for rank, 
“with the recommendation of which the hon, 
general sat out, had already been practised 
under General Conway, under Lord Am- 
herst, and lastly, under our present illus- 
‘trious commander in chief, and had been 
productive of very bad consequences, such 
as forbad its continuance ; and, in fact, all 
‘endeavours had been tried to bring back the 
business of recruiting for the army toits pris- 
tine state before Lord Amherst’s day, with- - 
‘out effect. He thereforé must presume the 
hon. general had some new and secret mode 
to propose for rendering effectual the project 
‘he had so warmly panegyrised. It had been 
said the present bill was ineffectual, because 
it was but one step towards the great end 
desired ; but would those who thus argued 
take two steps at once, instead of letting one 
‘be succeeded by the other? If this did not 
promise all they looked for, another might 
follow to answer their expectation, With 
respect to the measure of raising men for 
‘yank, under limited bounties, he conceived 
it wholly impracticable; for though the per- 
‘son récruiting on that principle did not, by 
‘his’ own act, exceed the limit of bounty 
eseribed for him, yet what was.to hinder 
fis serjeant or his friends from advancin 
ten guineas a man to expedite his quota? 
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It would be no more possible to opp 
such things in this case, than bateanueree 
election ; but he was convinced the mea 
now before the house could have no 
effect. The parishes could have but one ob. 
ject, namely, to raise the men as cheap aspos. 
sible. With respect tothe boasted operation 
ofthe former army of reserve bill in recruit, 
ing the line, he was convinced that the. lat. 
ter service had received no greater addition 
through that means, than it would have ob. 
tained in the ordinary course, if no army of 
reserve had existed. The present bili he 
warmly approved in all its principles, and 
was fully convinced it was calculated to 
effect all those desirable purposes in which 
the preceding measures had failed. 

Mr. Ellison strongly objected to the bil], 
as being in its nature unjust, unconstity, 
tional, and oppressive. He had for 
supported the bill of his right hon. fri 
(Mr. Yorke), against which this bill was 
now brought in. When that right hon, 
gent.’s measures of national defence were 
objected to as being inefficient, he thought 
the country had a right to expect better; 
whereas, in comparison with that measure, 
the present bill he considered as weak and 
inefficient. It held out a promise to our 
ear, but broke it to our hope. It aban. 
doned the method of ballot, on which the 
country had hitherto proceeded, and threw 
off 20,000 of the supplementary militia, 
who might have been laid hold of at once 
in-aid of the national defence. He meant 
no reflection on the volunteers at large, 
when he expressed his belief that many had 
entered among that body for fear of being 
drawn by ballot. Now this being removed, 
he feared would greatly tend to diminish the 
volunteer force. The bill now under consi- 
deration professed to get men, but he wag 
of opinion that money was the object. It 
called into its aid the machinery of deputy 
lieutenants and parish officers, who were 
thus put into situations to render them un- 
popular, and disliked among their neigh. 
bours. Nor would it be found possible for 
parishes, in agricultural parts of the country, 
to procure their stipulated quotas of men. 
Was this, then, a method to be resorted to, 
which could be justified? The county of 
Lincoln, in which he resided, would, upon 
a calculation, have to raise 50,0001. by way 
of fine, which was, in fact, a direct double 
land-tax on the Janded property of the coun- 
try; and he believed he wag right in cal- 
culating that it would raise the sum of 
1,500,000]. on the landed interest of the 
several counties of England. This plan was 


ng other than a round about way of increa§s 
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jng the land-tax. These were facts which, | 


he trusted, would have more weight with 


the house than flourishes of rhetoric. The — 


pill went to impose a heavy duty upon the 
deputy lieutenants and parish officers. It 
would harass them, and put them to the 
test inconvenience, whilst it would, at 
the same time, put the whole country out of 
humour, and go to raise a standing army, 
and convert civil officers into recruiting offi- 
cers. Its effect would be that of levying 
heavy fines on the several country parishes, 
and the landed interest of the country. 
In every view he was led to take of this 
measure, he was determined to give it his 
decided opposition. 
- Colonel Mitford objected also to the bill, 
on account of the task which it imposed 
wpon the deputy lieutenants and parish offi- 
cers. He could not help entertaining appre- 
hensions that it might be found absolutely 
mecessary for govt. to send officers, paid on 
purpose, into every subdivision of England, 
sto do the business which is now required of 
the parish officers; who are to receive no 
salary for their extraordinary services, and 
who cannot be expected to devote any con- 
siderable portion of their time in addition to 
their private and parochial concerns to such 
abusiness. Viewing the measure in this 
point of view, it became with him a serious 
consideration, as he wished the house to 
‘consider whether its tendency might not be 
‘to produce some alarming alteration in the 
constitution.—He concluded with declaring 
his opposition to the bill, as a measure that 
went to establish a permanent force, with 
all the danger to the constitution of a stand- 
ing army, without the protection which a 
standing army would afford; and he parti- 
cularly objected to it as doing away the mi- 
litia of the country. 
Mr. Somers Cocks observed, that upon a 
review of the conduct of the last administra- 
tion, he could not help pronouncing upon 


them, that they had not that energy which - 


was requisite in the present state of the 
country. Upon that ground he wished for 
the secession of those who composed it: and 
there was no man to whom he looked for- 
ward with greater confidence than to the 
right hon. gent, who was now at the head of 
public affairs, Though he was disappointed 
with regard to the administration that right 
hon, gent. had formed, yet his inclination, 
“from old habits, and the opinion he enter- 
tained of his zeal, ability, and wisdom, in- 


‘duced him to approve any measure that came 


recommended by him. Upon this ground 
‘he had voted for the present bill in its two 
stages, He bad, however, hesitated 
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[7a 
upon the subject of the plan it contained; 
_and now, upon a thorough consideration of 
the bill, he declared it did not appear to his 
mind efficient. It was fraught with diffi- 
culties, and fell so short of that energy and 
vigour which he had expected from it in the 
first instance, that he could no jonger give 
it his support: He doubted very much 
whether the bill would succeed in raising 
the large number of men it professed to 
raise ; and with respect to its preventing 
competition, he was convinced it would net 
have that effect, but a contrary. True it 
was, it went to abolish the ballet. He had 
certainly seen the hardships of «hat system, 
and had pitied them; but if the state of the 
country was such, that, with a view to its 
existence, we must have recourse to com~- 
pulsion, he thought these hardships ought — 
not to have any weight. Compulsion by 
ot he considered preferable to the plan 
this bill. By baliot there was an equal 
chance whether the lot fell. on A. or B. bat ~ 
there was no possibility of the whole of a 
parish feeling the inconvenience of the pre~ 
sent measure. The right hon. gent. )mmst 
excuse him for saying, that, with all hisex~ 
perience and wisdom, if there was one point 
on which he was less informed than another, 
it was with reference to the internal interests 
of the country. If the bill would not raise . 
the men but the money merely, it would be 
nothing more or less than a heavy tax, It 
was not a direct Jand-tax, but, pretendi 
to be one thing, it was another. He da 
not think the landed interest had been supe 
ported as it ought to have been. He are 
gued that this bill would be productive of 
considerable injury to the volunteer system, 
by destroying those exemptions, which he 
entertained no doubt had influenced a consi- 
derable number of persons who formed past 
of the immense force to which the country 
was so much indebted, 

Mr. Serjeant Best observed, that the mea- 
sure was, in his opinion, inefficient to its 
professed object, and so pregnant with mise 
chief, that it was impossible to support it, 
An hon. general (Gascoigne) had stated, 
that the opposition tothe measure had arisen 
not from objections to it, but from a desire 
to oppose the persons who had brought it 
forward. He had desired to answer that 
hon. gent. but what had fallen from the hon. 

- member who had spoken last had rendered 
any answer then unnecessary —It appeared 
to him that the measure before the house 
militated against a fundamental maxim of 
the constitution, a maxim which had been 
held sacred since the revolution, a maxim 


which had been hitherto annually sanctioned 


75] 
vote of parliament, in the passing of 
‘the nintiny bill. He confessed, when he 
considered the title of this bill; when he. 
séad the preamble and the first clause of this 
bill, considered it impossible, until as- 
suted bythe right hon. the chancellor of the 
‘euchequer, ‘to suppose that’ the force was 
Motto be permanently kept up in time of 
peace, The preamble ‘stated, that it was 
‘essential that a considerable permanent force 
should be raised; and the learned member ar- 
ed, that no conclusion could be drawn 
‘from that, of its being to be laid asleep dur- 
‘ing peace, as well as that the establishment | 
of sucha permanent force 74,000 men, 
‘to be ‘completely ‘under the power of the 
‘erown, without the control of parliament, 
‘would be ‘an infringement’ of the bill of 
‘Fights, the provisions of which against a 
‘Standing army were annually voted in the 
‘mutiny’ bill) He had heard it 
‘answer*to this objection, that -the ‘mutiny. 
‘bill, which was passed annually, would 
‘the parliament a control over this force; 
‘but if even that were to be the case, it would 
‘notdo away his objections to the present 
measure. The mutiny bill only applied to 
‘the constitution of the regular force, whereas 
the militia was raised under laws indepen- 
ident of it, as this should also be raised, if 
sever the bill should pass into alaw. This 
‘was not a nominal but an essential diffe- 
vence ‘which had been noticed by the ablest 
‘writers on the subject. The parliament could 
put ‘an end to any other force, but this 
eould not be reduced but by the consent 
of the three branches of the legislature, and 
Gt-was'to be raised in a manner contradic- 
fory to all the usages and laws of our ances- 
‘tors.— Another objection was, that the mea- 
gure was to raise'a permanent force, entirely 
‘at the disposal of the crown, and to dimi- 
Dish that constitutional force which was in- 
tended as a counterpoise for the standing 
army. Itshould be recollected, that two 
‘years ago the militia had been augmented by 
80j000 men, for which he thought the 
€outitry was indebted 'to the ministers of that 
period ;-and in the preamble of the bill for 
@hat'purpose it had been stated, that: it ws 
éssential’'to raise alarge militia force, offi- 
‘eered' by men‘ of property, independent’ of 
governement. This bill had passed’ in 
-¥862, and afterthat short period, they were 
‘ealled‘ipop to undo what they had then 
‘solemfily sanctioned, and to deliver over to. 
“the'government a large’ standing army, of 
their-ancestors had always shewn the. 
jealousy. This measure 
‘Bad passed while the right hon. gent. was a 
Ughember of the-house, while he attended in 
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his place and gave his’ éanction’ to’ 


asked whether regular officers ‘could be pre 
cured for the immense force now Proposed 
to be raised? It had been found impraetj. 
cable to procure them for the reserve, ‘Pig 
only distinction between the officers of ‘thig 
force and of ‘the militia appeared ‘to’ him 


to be that they would have half pay 
whilst the militia officers’ would not. Ne 
person could hesitate which to prefer, ‘be 
cause there were many disadvantages at. 
tending this force, from which the mititig 
was free, whilst the ‘latter possessed eve 

advantage derived from the former, There 
appeared to:him no good ground of poliey tg 
reduce the constitutional force of the coun. 
try, in order to rawe a force of a very diffe. 
‘rent deseription in its room. If the bill 
‘were even efficient toits object, it appeared 
to him pregnant with mischief, Tis objed 
was to raise a greater force than could be 
obtained by the regular recruiting ; but how 
was that to be done? The army of reserve 


“was'intended to raise a force of 50.000 of 
“which about GOOO were deficient, and when 


a mode of raising the men of more strength 
had failed of procuring them, what proba 
‘bility was there that one of Jess vigour would 
be successful? The reserve act possessed 
every thing the present measure did, because 
in case the substitute was not found, jt im. 
posed a penalty, and something more, bé 
cause by tlie ballot it afforded the chance of 
obtaining personal service, so that it was 
absurd to expret from a measure of ‘legs 
power, what the reserve act, with greaer 
strength, had failed to effect. If the fine 
and ballot had failed, the penalty alone 
could not succeed, aud the same reason that 
had prevented the army of reserve act from 
being fully efficient would interfere with 
the present measure, he meaut the intolera- 
ble fines. The learned member then ad. 
verted to the accumulation of fines that hat 
taken place in the county of Surry to the 
amount of 20 0001 under the army of reserve 
act. If the bill were to pass into a law, 
there would be applications from all parts 
of the country, before 12 months, to repeal it, 


He then ridiculed the idea of employing. 


churchwardens and parish officers in fe 
cruiting. If gentlemen of rank were to be 
employed, their rank and character: might 
‘give them influence, and meh would be 
disposed to enlist with those who would 
lead them into service. No such influence 
‘eould be expected in the case of the 


‘parish officers, with whom men would 


not be inclined to engage; because no 


‘petsons would be disposed to enlist with 
-men-who would nat accompany them int 
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The parish, officers would 


merely,ctimp serjeants or decoy ducks, 
inveigle-them into the service. They could 
have no: influence, therefore, but from the 
abuse of ‘their power, by persuading the 


young, jn consideration of their parents 
being, likely to become chargeable to the 


parish, to engage in the service. ‘The learned | 


member contended: that it was human na- 
ture to err on the side of interest. He con- 
cluded by declaring, that there was only ane 
clause inthe bill in which he agreed, and 
that was the clause which allowed them to 
repeal it during the present session, He 
was confident, that if, as the hon. general 
had observed, the motives of cbyection to 
the measure had arisen from a desire to op- 

those who had brought it forward, that 
could not be done more effectually than by 
suffering it to pass into a law, and if their 
continuance in office were to depend on the 
duration of the bill, that they could not 
hold their situations long, 

Earl Temple said, that the bill in question 
seemed to him neither to provide for future, 
nor guard against present, dangers. An 
hon. gent. had, on a former occasion, pro- 

a committee of the whole house to 
consider of the force of the country, and he 
remembered well the zeal with which some 
gentlemen had opposed it. None of the 
measures now proposed contradicted the 
arguments that were then used, yet some 
gentlemen now thought proper to support 
plans similar to those which they had for- 
merly opposed. There appeared to be a 
comfortable system of morality with some 
people, in supporting of schemes, from an 
idea that the present was always the best. 
He supposed the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Pitt) fancied he was, as it were, redeeming 
a pledge, by rescuing the country ‘from 
those persons under whose hands it ‘could 
Rot prosper, and with some of whom, howe- 
ver, he was now contented to act. It only 
temained for the house to consider what the 
measure was. He, for his part, could not 
hesitate in asserting that it was both oppres- 
sive and unconstitutional. It was in the 
first place founded upon the militia’system, 
which was a. much more effective and con- 
stitational force. He remembered well the 
eagerness with which the right hon gent. 

ted the army of reserve act; aud he 
alsoremembered, when he recalled to the 
mecolléction of :he house, the period’ when 
the militia was first established ; and that it 
was during the campaigns of the Duke of 
Marlborough, when our contitiental con- 
BeXions were greater than ever. The right 


gent. formerly spokqin favour of the 
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/timents upon the subject. 
willing to use any argument of depres 
it would have been that this measare ‘ha 
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militia, the very system’ which. he was ins 
tending to reduce. He‘ (Lord T.) objected 
to the bill, on account of its tendeticy to di- 
minish the real and. constitational ‘force oF 
the country, -and also‘ because it went tot 
‘complece abolition of the: system ‘of ballot. 
One of the gréat°recommendationsof the 
system of balloting ‘was, that it produced @ 
kind of stinyuliis upon the man’ balloted: to 
provide a substitute, if he did not chuse to 
serve personally. In this bill, however, 
there was no stimulus afforded to the men 
to enter, because it was their interest to lay 
by and refuse all temptations as to the low 
bounties, in order that they may get ‘the 
higher ones after the parishes have agreed to 
pay a fine. By those means the competition 
was greater than ever, Jt was a competition 
created by the bill itself, which prevented 
its own execution. There was no stimules 
to parish officers to obtain the men, while at 
the same time there was acompetition raised 
betwixt them and the regular recruiting 
officers. He could not conceive why it was 
necessary to go this round-about way to 
work in order to procure regular soldiers, 
who could be procered more easily by the’ 
ordinary modes of recruiting. It was, be 
sides, an indirect tax upon land, which was 
to be levied by the same means as other 
taxes. It was completely nugatory, and 
seemed to have every disadvantage of the 
former laws, without any of their good qua-" 
lities. The militia were officered by per- 
sons intimately connected with the country, 
but the case would be widely different in 
the present instance. He was not at all in- 
clined to commit such a large portion of 
power into the hands of the crown. Some 
might deem it ungracious to make any al- 
lusions to abuses of power, but he would not 
have thought it necessary to do so, bad he 
seen this bill intended to provide only for 
present ditficulties, and to cease when these 
diiticulties ended. Deviations from the con= 
stitutional forms ought to cease when the 
dangers were at an end. 
Mr. Canning said, that perceiving there 
was a disposition in the house rather to 
evince their opinions by their votes than by 
speaking, he should have been unwilling te~ 
trouble them upon the present occasion 5 
but as he not yet spoken respecting the’pre-" 
sent measure, he wished to deliver his sen=” 
If he: had been” 


never been fairly considered respeet® 
ta the objects which it had in view, bat had” 
been ‘referred to some imaginary ‘standard® 
of excellence; which no'genty hdd ‘destribedy= 
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But respecting which so many various opi 
pions had ion iven, that the 
the bill differed more amongst themselves 
than with its supporters. It had been said 
that his right hon. friend had brought for- 
ward a measure unworthy of his great name 
and character, as if he could.recruit at will 
without any impediment or obstacle whate- 
wer. -Was this a fair way of arguing? 
bs. vy they. not rather to look whether his 
right hon. friend had used the best possible 
means.to accomplish that which all agreed to 
- Be necessary? A right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham) had expressed bis opinion that 
all our present military establishments ought 
to be done away, with a view to havea clear 
stage, and to erect something upon the 
ruins of what they had. overturned; others 
were of opinion that the regular force ought 
nat to be increased.- He admitted that these 
two classes must necessarily divide together 
ainst the bil!, but he should wonder much 
if they did not quarrel in the lobby. His 
right hon. friend, when he came into office, 
found that the ballot had done as much as it 
could; be found the regular army too 
‘small, and the militia larger in extent: than 
was fairly compatible with the means of the 
country ; he found a force in some measure 
of the quality of militia, and experience 
had shewn that the principle of raising this 
force might be applied to the recruiting for 
the regular army ; this became the object of 
his right hon. friend, and these his means, 
If his right hon. friend had only made the 
greater force applicable to general service, 
and the smaller to a limited service, and if 
he had done no more, he would still have 
_ done much, and would have redeemed the 
pledge which he had given. The next 
charge against his right hon. friend was, 
* that there was nothing grand or striking 
about the plan. In answer to this he would 
only observe, that if gentlemen had con- 
ceived a great, and perhaps impracticable 
measure, the plan of ‘which they did not 
state, they had no reason to complain if the 
measure proposed did not come up to their 
ideas. € present, contrasted with the 
. former plan, appeared to every advantage, 
He admitted, at the same time, that those 
who voted for the former, upon first hear- 
ing it, were not bound to vote for the sub- 
sequent alteration. The ballot was done 
away, god now, for the first time, the poor 
‘ ballot bad found its panegyrists, 
‘With respect to a gompetition against the 
fecrujting for the regular army, what re- 
medy was proposed on the other side? Onl 
by the right hon. gent. (Mr. Wind- 
Das), who wag that hey did bee when 


they did nothing; that they need on! 

away the impediments 
it would go on. To this he answered, that 
the plan of his right hon. friend came in the 
second resort to that of the right hon. gent, 
(Mr. Windham) ; his right hon. friend had 
not been prepared to say that men could be. 
procured in the parishes, he only wished to 
try the experiment, and if they could not be 
found, then the fines would create a recruit. 
ing fund at the disposal of government, 
which would come exactly to the plan of the 
right hon. gentleman (Mr. Windham), who 
wished for such a fund to be placed at the 
disposal of government, and for the recruit. 
ing to be carried on by officers appointed by 
the crown, which would then be the case; 
with a bounty to be given both for limited 
and unlimited service. The next point, ree 
lating to the parish officers, had been gs 
much argued that he should say very little 
about it; he should only remark, that those 
who denied the eligibility of making parish 
officers recruiting officers extolled the ex- 
ploded system of crimps, and recurred to the 
equally exploded idea of ballot. The objec« 


‘tion that this measure was compulsory, had 


been very ill supported. It had been argued, 
that it would bea fraud upon the men, and their 
parents and relations, to inlist them first for'li« 
mited service, with a view of afterwards in- 
ducing them to enter for general service. He 


could not, however, see any distinction in - 


this respect between limited time and limited 
space. If a man was inlisted for service in 
Great Britain and Ireland, Guernsey and 
Jersey, and was afterwards induced to enter 
into the regular service for unlimited space, 
where was the distinction between him 
and one inlisted for a limited time, but 
for unlimited space ; and who, perhaps, in 
the West-Indies, might be persuaded to ex- 
tend that period of service to an unlimited 
extent? He did not say that both modes 
might not be wrong, or that both might not 
be right, but one could not be wrong and 
the other right ; and if one was a fraud, the 
other was equally so.—-The next objection he 
should notice, related to the burdens upon 
the parishes ; but it would be but fair to 
state, as a set off, the burden from which 
the parishes were relieved. When he saw, 
in many instances, an accumulated’ five of 
801. incurred to government, from some pa- 
rishes, he could not conceive that to sabsti- 
tute 201. for that could be considered as 4 


burden. Added to this, those who had wit+ 


nessed the distress and misery to which the 
ballot had, in repeated instances, given rise, 


could not, he conceived, be adverse to the | 


abolition of that system. The most extraore 
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dibary argument. however, which he had 
heard stated against the measure was, that 
py relieving the parishes from the burden of 
the ballot, they would do a gross injustice to 
the volunteers, and that, by doing away the 
they would take from the voiunteers 
the princiyal motive for their patriotic ser- 
vices, which necessarily supposed that the 
principal inducement for the volunteers to 
continue together was, that they might wit- 
news the vexation and distress experienced by 
their neighbours. That soch an argument 
was of po avail, was evident from the consi- 
deration tha’ the exemptions were not at- 
tached to the volunteers until long after the 
voluntary spirit of the country had risen to its 
utmost height; that those exemptions were 
never intended to be given, nor were they 
ever expected, or looked for ; that they were 
at last given by mistake, and were a com- 
plete surprize both upon the house and upon 
the volunteers, and it would be a most ex- 


_traordinary argument to say, that the taking 


away of such a kind of boon would tend to 
lesseri the number of volunteers. The next 
objection was, as to the burdens imposed 
upon the country. He should not here be 
told, 'e imagined, that there was a question 
between burden and no burden; but if, as 
he contended, we should at all events, even 
in case of peace, require a larger military 
establishment, and a gréater military force 
under the present circumstances of Europe, 
the question was not whether they would 
bear the burden, but how to render it least 
onerous? He would ask his right hon. friend 
(Mr. Windham) how be would provide for 
the increase of our military establishment, in 


conformity with that right hon. gentleman's 


Opinions, so often declared? He would, no 
doubt, vore for increasing the regular stand- 
ing army; if so, he would refer him to the 
learned serjeant (Best), who had quoted 
black letter authorities, and brought for- 
ward a circulating library of law to prove, 
that such a measure was highly unconstitu- 
tional ; but perhaps they might settle the 
point in the lobby, and agree to-morrow. 
Did he mean that a large standing army 
should be kept up during peace? If he dis 

banded it there was an end of it, whilst in 
the former case it would be highly unconsti- 
tational, It was evident something must be 
done to provide a permanent force against a 
period of peace, and the present measure he 
coritended was practically the best calculated 


‘for that purpose —He should now advert to 
‘@nother subject highly interesting at the pre- 
“seht'moment, but upon which he should not 
“Wetain the house long. He saw no objec- 
Gon’ to a struggle in parliament to discover 


Vou, il, 
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whether the servants of the crown were’in- ” 

titled to its confidence ; but it was very ex- © 
traordinary ‘that a number of gentlemen 
should unite against a government which” 
was scarcely yet in existence. He fairly and ‘ 
candidly avowed that he gave the right hon. ” 


gentleman (Mr. Addington) credit for the” 


systematic opposition which ‘he had com-' 
menced against his majesty’s government the ° 
moment he had left his majesty’s councils; he © 
was glad to see an inefficient administration * 
atoned for by a vigorous opposition. And here” 
he wished to take notice of an expression * 
made use of by a noble lord (Temple); as if’ 
his right bon. friend (Mr Pitt) had been a” 
mere accession to the former ministry, with-" 
out any change having taken place. He 
should content himself with vindicating his* 
own consistency: he had objected to the ad-° 
ministration of foreign affairs, and that had® 
been changed ; he had objected to the naval’ 
administration, and that had been changed; he’ 
had objected to the military administration, 
and that had been changed ; he had also ob-* 
jected to the general superintendance of the” 
whole, and that had been changed. In ob-' 
jecting to the inefficiency of the late minis-" 
ters, he had been joined by almost all those’ 
who were tiow in opposition. The noble’ 
lord had said, that the public were disap- 
pointed in the formation of the present ad- 
ministration ; amongst that public, he can’ 
didly confessed, that no man was more disap- 
pointed than himself He only expected equal 
candour on the other side; and he hoped 
that when they talked of exclusion and of- 
proscription, they would object to the prin- 
ciple, and not to the application. He wished 
it had been otherwise. He had himself no 
object of personal ambition ; but when his 
right hon. friend thought he could gain as- 
sistance from him, he did not feel inclined 
to relinquish the part he was called on to 
act, because it was an arduous one, 

Mr. Bragge Bathurst felt it his duty to say 
a few words in the absence of a right hon. 
friend of his (Mr. Addington) to whom the 
right hon. gentleman, who had last spoken, 
had made some very pointed allusions. He 
did not expect that any thing could have oc- | 


curred in the course of the debate, which 


would have placed him under the necessity 
of troubling the house; bat the observations 
of the right hon. gent. (Mr. Canning) were 
so decidedly directed against those honour- 
able persons with whom it was his pride to 
have co operated, that he thought it was but 
doing justice to them, and to himself, to as- 
sert, that neither they nor he had ever given 
a factious opposition to his majesty’s govern- 
“— Some of the respectable persons to 
Zz 
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situations they, occupied, would, perhaps, 
be unable to answer the observations.of the 
right hon. gentleman. He could not com- 
prehend’ that singularity of sentiment by 
which the right hon. gent. seemed to be in- 


fluenced; but he-could vot help recollecting 


that the introduction of that right hon. gent. 
to, public life, and eventually to the exalted 
situation to which he was lately elevated, 
‘was. principally to be ascribed to the early 
friendship of the noble lord (Hawkesbury) 
who lately filled the office of secretary of 
state for the foreign department.—He rose 
with the intention.of adverting to what that 
right hon. gentleman had thrown ont re- 
specting his right hon. friend (Mr. Adding- 
ton) ; but when he reflected that the object 
‘of his speech was to conciliate gentlemen on 
the.other side of the house; when he heard 
the mitigated and desponding tone. in which 
he expressed himself, he feit some compas- 
sion for the right hon. gentleman's situation, 
and a disinclination to repel his charge in the 
manner it deserved... What right, he would 
ask, had that rt. hon. gentleman to charge 
‘the conduct of shis right hon. friend as a de- 
cided system of opposition? By what title 
did he exclaim against all fair consideration 
of the. measure now before them, as origi- 


“Rating in a determination to give an unqua- 


lified opposition to the measures of his ma- 


_ jesty's government ? If the measure had 


come from a new. and untried administration, 
as.it was said, it would be fair to try it on its 
own merits ; but when it is not brought for- 
ward with either the advantages or disadvan- 
tages of novelty, but as a measure which it 
is proposed to compare and prefer to another, 
surely it would not be irregular in those who 
supported that plan with which it was to be 
contrasted, to enter into a rigid examination 
of it, in the hope of discovering some in- 


feriority in it to that which they had. pro- 


posed. Although he was not disposed to 
enter captiously or contentiously into a dis- 


‘eussion of the present bill, yet he was per- 


stiaded the house would feel that he had 
some title to do so, if he were so inclined. 
The right hon. gentleman had truly stated 
the question before the house to be between 
a measure of a former administration and the 
present plan. He could not view the bill 
before them in any better light than as a 
mere reduction of the militia, and by which 
the country surrendered an efficient force, 


for the probable chance of raising, at a dis-. 


tant period, another description of force 


which might possibly be applicable to less. 
dimited service. Thesight bon. gentleman 
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whom. had with; such peculiar delicacy 
alluded as -being totally unqualified for the 


in endeavouring to depreciate the merit of 
‘the measure which he had formerly intro, 
duced, and which was still before the house, 
professing himself incapable of comprehend. 
jog the principles upon which it was found. 
ed. He would neither take up the time of 
the house in defending that measure, nor in 
explaining the principles upon which he had, 
acted, of which the right hon. gentleman 
seemed to have a very imperfect notion, 
With respect to the. imputations which had 
been thrown out against his right hon. friend, 
the late chancellor of the exchequer, he 
should only say that the integrity and man. 
liness of his character warranted him to de. 
clare in his absence, that he never would be 
found to enter ioto any opposition that wag 
not dictated by an imperious sense of public 
duty. 
Lord Henry Petty observed, that the right 
hon. gent. who had spoken last but one 
(Mr. Cauniog), had complained that all 
those who had opposed the present plan had - 
set up in their own minds some imaginary 
standard to which they wished. either to 
raise upor to bring down all projects for pro- 
viding for the national defence, and that 
they rejected whatever did not miautely 
agree with that standard. He must confess 
that, generally speaking, he should, in some 
measure, fall under that censure, for he had 
also his standard by which he wished to try 
it, and that was neither more nor less than 
its practicability. He much doubted whe 
ther a considerable, or, indeed, any force, 
could be pracured within any reasonable 
time, by the: operation of the present bill, 
if it should pass intoalaw. In a financial 
view, his objections were even more decided 
against it, for as a tax, he was persuadedit 
would be found both partial, oppressive, 
and unconstitutional. The question was not 
now whether we were to submit to an ex- 
tended scheme of taxation, but whether we 
were to have equal and unequal burthens. 
He would contend that the operation of the 
bill before them would prove exceedingly un- 
equal, and that some parishes would be 
nearly crushed by it, while others would 
scarcely feel any effect from it. 1n populous 
neighbourhoods, where wages were high, 
the consequence of a great demand for la- 
bour, it would be impossible to raise men, 
and those parishes must of necessity incur 
the penalty, which would be an additional 
burthen to those that the natural operation 
of the laws, from loca] circumstances, ,un- 
avoidably subjected them to, The clause 
for creating second battalions had a ten- 


p dency, in his. view of the subject, 


had been pleased to expend much of his wit 
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troduction to the army. He could compare 


jt to no other measure but the quota act, in | 


which, as it was said by a right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Addington), an assertion which he had 
never heard yet contradicted, the very worst 
description of the population of the country 
had been enlisted. He saw both danger 
and risk in the bill before them,. and would 


consequently give it every opposition in his 
_ power. 


‘Colonel Craufurd stated the objections 
which he had formerly urged against the 
bill, and maintained the superiority of ‘his 
for recruiting the army over the one 
now submitted to the country. 
Mr. Lee said it was immaterial to him by 
whom the plan was proposed. If the object 
of it was to provide for the defence of the 
country, that was a sufficient motive to in- 
duce him to give it his most cordial sup- 
port: one great objection to the measure, as 
it appeared to him, when the general out- 
liné of it was first stated to the house, had 
been done away, namely, the principle of 
ballot; and, therefore, he thought it de- 
‘serving of a fair trial. The hon. member 
defended the principles by which the late 
administration had been guided, and gave 
his concurrence to the bill, which he regard- 
éd as an improvement upon that originally 
proposed by them. AS 
Mr. Addington.—Sir ; I have hitherto ab- 
stained from troubling the house with my 
sentiments on the bill before you, partly 
from an earnest wish to hear the opicions 


-of others, and principally to see whether it 


might not, in its progress through the 
house; have received amendments ‘as 
might have tended to improve it ; although 
had no expectation they would have’ re- 
moved the many great objections I have’ a\- 
ways entertained against it. My principal 


motive, Sir, for now addressing you, is to” 


femove some misconstruction of what I said 
when this measure was first introduced, It 
has, I understand, been imputed to me, 
that I wished to defer to an undefined pe- 
tiod, all measures for providing for our na- 
tional defence. That no such sentiment 
was ever entertained by me, I require no 
better proof than areference to a bill now 


_on'your table; a bill not defunct, as it has 


been stated, but to which it is within the 
competence of parliament to give vigour and 
Operation to-morrow. That bill was caleus 
lated to raise a large additional force, and 
by means, I flatter myself, more expeditious 
and less burthensome than any that the pre- 
seht measure can offer to the ‘country. I 


“trust, Sir, the house will excuse me in re- 
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pelling that most unfounded ‘charge; 
was willing to delay any measure” for the. 
defence of the country. Sit, the’ Opinion 
which I then delivered did not ‘deserve’ the 
imputation of a tendency to procrastinate 
all active ‘exertion for the ' protection ‘of’ 
state. ‘The ‘grounds upon which! gave'that 
opinion merited more gratitude than’ ‘has 
beer: bestowed on tham ‘by those ‘who pro* 
fess to direct their political conduct ‘by ‘thé 
best principles of the constitution. “I'névet 
wished, Sir, to'throw any delay ‘in the way. 
of the national defence; T only. wished that © 
a measure, which’ involved in itself great 
constitational. considerations, should ‘stand 
over to another session. © The grounds of 
which I proposed the suspension of the’arm 
of ‘reserve act were, that it interfered witl 
the regular recruiting service. We 'propesead 
to raise 18 battalions, of 1,000 men each 
we proposed to augment the Irish militia %% 
10,000 men; we proposed'to fill up the det 
ficiencies in the militia of G. Britain : thosé 
were the measutes' which we had ‘in ¢on+ 
templation,' for nbaintaining the security of 
the country, and asserting our natiotial rank 
in the scale of nations : and leave. it'to the 
candour of the house, whether they désérve 
the imputation of a wish to delay any-meaé 
sure for the nation! defence. A right hon: 
gent. now at the head of his*Majesty's coun 
cils, stated’to the ‘house, that it was’ neces: 
sary to create a great addition to our forte, 
and he induced a great nomber of ‘metnbets 
to coincide with him, ‘and to defer the sus- 
pension of that*méasuré, from the ‘effect of 
which we lodked to‘a considerable accession 
to our’ ‘disposable force: “When he opened 
his plan, l-understood that) the practice of 
ballot was to have beén persevered in ; now 
I find that idea is abandoned, and Tam there- 
fore warranted ‘in pronouncing, that’ the 
present measure has only commuted 4 prin- 
ciple of rigour for one of inefficiency.’ Sir, 
1 do not mean ‘to trespass much upon the 
indulgence of the ‘house, but I owe it ‘to 
those gentlemen who have honoured me 
with their support, to state why I prefer 
those measures'in which they have coincid 
to the present one. Notwithstanding all the 
mortifications that Phavé been subjected to, 
notwithstanding all’the odium that som 
persons have endeavoured’ to throw on m 
efforts for the improvement ofthe national 
security, | have'had the happiness of 
and of hearing the’ ‘house ‘declare, ‘that o¢ 
military force was every’ way equal to out 
defence, and to meet the thost desperate at- 
tempts of the enemy: That measure, so. 
much decried, the army‘of reservé act, pro- 
no less than 32;000 mies} within the 
z2 
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dation no less than 200.000 for the supply of 
thearmy.and navy, and with all this immense 
drain, there was, in the mean time, scarce- 
dy, any: deficiency in the regular recruiting. 

say then, Sir, the experience of the last 
year has not constituted sach a necessity as 
should induce this house to sanction a mea- 
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course of thelast year wedrewfrom our popv- | 


sure s0,unconstitutional and objectionable 


as that before you. The object of the pre- 
sent measure, as stated *by the right hon. 
gent. ‘embraces three points. It is pro- 
posed by it, to.remove all difficulties in the 
way of recruiting, to provide for the de- 
ficiencies that have occurred, and to: create 
great disposable force. Sir,’ I am not one 
of those who, on every unimportant occasion, 
think it right to throw constitutional dif- 
ficulties.in the way of measures that may be 
proposed ; but 1 must confess that. the ex. 
perience of the last 12 years has disposed 
me .to look rather with. a jealous eye on 
any: measure that tends to create a great 


permanent force not directly under 


control. of parliament. I. would draw as 
much military efficiency as I could from the 
country, but without creating such an al- 
teration in our domestic habits as might by 
any possibility tend to endanger the con- 
stitution. We, Sir, possess a constitutional 
army, against any reduction of which I 
must express my disapprobation, 1 think, 
Sir, that army should always be commen- 
surate with what is.called ithe regular mi- 
litary, force of the empire, and it was upon 
that principle the militia..was increased to 
72,000 men two years ago, This house, I 
think, should never. forego this. truly: con- 
stitutional- principle, which is at the same 
time the best safeguard of its independence, 
whether attacked. by domestic treason or 
foreign hostility. J do not see any sound 
reason for not adhering to the principle of 
_ ballot as. sppisable to our militia force, 
By relinquishing it you give up 7,000 mi- 
litia, without the certainty of raising a 
single man for general service, The pro- 
posal also of employing-parish officers as 
recruiting serjeants, is in my mind not the 
ast objectionable feature of the bill, as 

by it you endanger, that harmony which it 
is to be desired may alway exist, among the 


wer orders of the people. Nor do 1. 


think thisemode of recruiting likely to be | 


or successful, among those who 
the thoughtless hilarity of the moment at 
airs and markets, are, sometimes induced 
to surrender themselves to a recruiting ser- 
jeant. No, Sirythey., will. lie by, as it is 
called, for the.bouoty; they will get as 
much as they can, they will first go into 
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this probaticnary army, into those -secong 
battalions for the bounty ot 12 guineas, 


to a considerable number, enlisi into. the 
regular battalions for the farther bounty of 
ten guineas. I must confess that’ with 
every disposition on my part to give effec 
to every measure that has for is. object 
the vational defence, I cannot consider the 
present plan as one likely to be very effi, 
cient in that respect. For domestic defence 
I should prefer our nationa! militia, and for 


parison with our regular army. It in, 
mind is so decidedly objectionable in a cons 
stitutional view, that I think there is scarce. 
ly an objection which has been ever urged 
against a permanent standing army, that it 
is not fully liable to, The supporters of the 
present plan are lavish in their praises, of 
one great advantage, the mildness of its 
operation, which it possesses over a form 
measure. But, Sir, this is a lenitive quality 
which it has very lately acquired, for at its 
first introduction, the principle of ballot 
was predominant in it. Ido not object to 
it on that account, for I, and those with: 
whom I had the honour to act, froma con- 
viction of the inefficacy of that austere 
measure, wished to su-pend it. I always 
lamented the rigour of that measure, but 
it was justified by the necessity of the state, 
and the momentous. crisis in which we 
were placed. I think it may be fairly urged 
against the present plan, that it creates 
in effect two bodies of militia ;. for this-he+ 
terogeneous force, it seems, is to be called 
out in time of peace as regularly as, the 
constitutional militia of the country,—I uny 
derstand some comments have been made 
on my conduct by a right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Canning), during my temporary absence, 
To these Ido not think it necessary for me 
to make any reply. I will make no pro- 
fessions; I know the motives by which my 
conduct has been governed ; they satisfy 
myself, and they were such as obtained the 
approbation of this house. By those mo- 
tives I shall be influenced in whatever 
share I may take in the discussion of such 
measures ws may be proposed to us, and 
those motives Lave determined me to give 
my wort decided and conscientious opposi- 
tion ‘othe present bill, j 
M. Sheridan.—Sir; to the arguments 
whicr been urged in support of the 
measure before the house, the rt. hon, gent. 
who has just sat down has given sucha 
full and fair reply, that I do not think it 
necessary to enter so fully into the subject 


| as Thad otherwise intended. The objecs 


and they will probably afterwards, perhaps 


foreign service I think it can bear nocomp: 
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ment of my life. But my rt. hon. friend 
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called forth by the retirement: of the one . 


‘ons offered 10. this bill have been so for- 
maintained by that rt. hon. gent. and 
he has put the subject upon such clear and 
constitutional grounds, that I should de- 
cline troubling the house upon this occa- 
sion, ifit were not for the observations of 

rt, hon. friend. (Mr. Comming who 
has not confined himself to the bill under 
consideration, but has thought proper to 
jntroduce. matter not strictly, relevant, but 
yet of.infinitely more importance than the 
itself ; I mean my rt. hon, friend's al- 
Jusion tothe degree of confidence to which 
the present administration is entitled. My 
tt. hon. friend stated that he was not dis- 
sed: to,.adulation towards his rt. hon. 
fiend who sits near him (Mr. Pitt), and 
for whom, no doubt, he entertains. the 
most sincere respect and regard... I ho 
he will do me. the justice to think, that | 
am equally incapable of adulation towards 
mytt.hon. friend on the same bench with me 

(Me. Fox). I certainly. am no tiatterer, al- 
though, in point of attachment to my rt, 
hon. friend, I will not yield to that which 
my rt. hon. friend on the opposite side can 
ot does profess to fee} for his rt. bon friend 
beside him ; with this difference, however, | 
on my part, that my attachment to my hon. 
friend on this side,of the house is of a 
much longer standing—that it is the first, 
the strongest, and the only political attach. 


disclaims adulation towards his rt. hon, 
friend, and, indeed, he seems to me to 
have had no occasion to do so, for he cer- | 
tainly did not at all deal in it ; on the con- 
trary, he has taken occasion to pronounce 
ipon the conduct of his rt. hon. iriend one 
of the bitterest satires that could well 
beimagined. My rt. hon, friend expresses 
hissurprise that we who oppose this bill can 
contrive to co-operate, and that we can 
avoid quarrelling when we get together in 
the lobby; but is it not equally, if not 
more, a matter of surprise, that he can 
avoid quarrelling with some of his friends — 
near him, to whom he has been so very 
lately in decided opposition, and particu- 
larly with the noble lord (Castlereagh) 
who, .appears now to have determined 
which of the two “¢ strings he should put 
tohishow.” (see p. 312). If my 1t. hon. 
friend will look at those about him he will 
find that the compliments and the censure 
which he meant for the rt. hon. gent. on the 
lower bench (Mr. Addington), were applica- 
ble also ta some of his present connexions. 
Whatever praise or condemnation applies 
to. the one, applies, equally to the other, 


with this difference, that the compliment 


‘ 
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from office, when the voice of parliament 
and the country called for it, is not de- 
served by the other, who still remains. in 
power, Some part of the administration 
of the rt. hon, gent. on the lower bench I 
most cordially approved, and his intentions 
in every instance I respected, because I 
firmly believed them to be, pure and ho- 
nourable. I thought I saw in many promi- 
nent features of his administration, a re- 
gard for the rights and feelings of the com= 
munity, and an attachment to the consti- 
tution of the couniry; and it gave me 
great pain te find, that in my support of 
‘that ri. hon. gent. I was compelled on se- 
veral occasions to differ from my dearest 
friends. But I now say of that rt. hon, 
gent’s. ministerial career, that his entering 
into office was a sacrifice ; his going out a 
triumph. But did my rt. hon. friend, I 
would ask him, »mean it as a compliment te 
the rt. hon. gent, that immediately 
his retirement from office, he staried inte 


an open, manly, and systematic opposition, , 


ordid he mean it as an indirect sarcasm 
upon the conduct of his rt, hon. friend ? 
When the rt. hon. gent. went out of office, 
he gave no_ insidious promises of sup- 
port. He did not take his seat imme- 
diately behind his successor, professing and 
pretending to protect him, by all the aids 
of his talents and his influence, and desert. 
ing him when his aid was most wanted. 
He did not, when direct accusations, and 
threatened impeachments, and every other 
mode of determined opposition, was em- 
ployed against him, he did not come down 
to the house, and offer him the shabby 
shelter of the previous question, which to 
have agreed to, would have conferred 
eternal disgrace on those who composed 
the leading part of the late administration. 
No, says my rt. hon. friend, that was not 
his conduct. He went at once into a fair, a 
manly, and an open opposition, Why then, 
Sir, what must we think of those who 
having experienced all this, have never- 
theless become the supporters of the pre- 
sent arrangement, asit is called ; who have 
not adopted this “ fair, manly, open” 
system of opposition, which he affects te 
cc mpliment ; but have acted in a way di- 
rectly contrary to what he has affected. to 
Nothing, he says, in the rt. 

on, gent’s, ministerial capacity, was so 
becoming of him, as his leaving his situa- 
tion, . When that rt, hon, gent. found him- 
self opposed by so formidable a minority 
in this house, he retired trom the helm, fee 
which he has my right hoa, frieud’s uns 
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qoalified eulogium. Why then, Sir, I am to | 


expect, if he deserves such approbation for 


that conduct, in having taken the broad | 


hint that was given. him, that my rt. hon. 
— will lose no time in advising the rt. 
. gent. opposite (Mr. Pitt) to pursue a 
line of conduct, entitle 
equally to his high approbation. But what 
wll te say of the 6 tbeonsen of the last 
‘administration, who, instead of adoptin 
the same noble plan of action, which auld 
‘have given them a claim to his praise, have 
‘thought it more advisable to keep their 


‘places and stay in ?. If the one line of act- 


hg be so open, fair, and manly, sure- 
Hats other cist be, in my rt. hon. friend's 
‘opinion, equally mean, shabby, and un- 

ecoming : but yet, without any explana- 
tion or justification of himself, he seems 
perfectly content to take an official situation, 
and act under them. But there is yet one 
‘consolation remaining. His praises are, 
moe all doubt, sincere, and I hope he 
will, in a just regard to the consistency of 
his sentiments, give a similar hint to his rt. 


‘hon: friend, and shew to him also the pru- 


dence, and indeed the necessity of retiring. 
‘The last minister did retire when he found 
he had no greater a majority than 37 ; 


_ Burely then, if it were necessary, or at 


east prudent, for him to give up in such 


' circumstances, it must appear advisable for 


his rt. hon. friend to yield in his turn, when 
he can only count upon a majority of 28. 
L hope, therefore, that my rt. hon. friend 
will induce him to follow that noble, pa- 
triotic, and gallant example, and not dream 
of going on with a small, miserable, and 

itiful majority, such as no minister can 

ink an honour to him. Let him not per- 
sist in keeping his et when he finds, 
and must deeply feel, that he has lost the 
confidence of the great interests of the 
country, and of the members of this house. 
My it. hon. friend has told the house 


‘that he, as much as any man in the king- 
' dom, wished for the formation of an ad- 


ministration, on a broad and comprehensive 
scale. No man in the country, he says, 
was more dis appointed than himself, in the 

ilure of those hopes and wishes which he 
entertained upon that important subject. Sir, 


[believe him. I think he is sincere in that 


declaration, and every view I can take of 
jublic matters, tends fo confirm me in that 
Opinion ; for when he considers what his rt. 
hon. friend once was, and what he now is, 

atm readily persuaded, that he must be in- 
lined to entertain such wishes and hopes. 
He says, his rt. hon, friend bas taken a si- 


{uation in which thereis much difficulty and | 


_ he termed t 
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danger. I believe that both he and hig iy, 


hon. friend know and feel it; and I hy 


lieve more, that his rt. hon. friend hag 
idea that this administration can, or that j, 
ought to last; for they must be awate, thy 
it is an arrangement which has excited dig 
conteat and complaint throngh every pax 
of the country. It is, indeed, an ap 
rangement of such a nature, that myn, 
hon. friend thinks it necessary to off, 
something in the shape of an apo 
for the part he has taken in it. 

tt. hon. friend has taken occasion in sot 
degree to contrast his attachment to ‘his 
rt. hon, friend at the head of the aj. 
ministration, with my attachment to” ny 
hon. friend beside me (M. Fox) ; bot ther 


is this difference -between us, that 1% 


can never follow the same line as the 
which my rt. hon. friend has done this night 
to excuse his acceptance of a high office 
under the administration of his rt. how, 
friend. I do not feel it necessary to enter 
into any justification of my attachment to 
my hon. friend; for although Ido not find 
him holding one of the first offices in the 
govt., I see him surrounded with honour; 
although I do not find him leading a cabinet, 
I see him followed by al! the rank and cha- 
racter, and population of the country. I ste 
him restored to the friendship of those good 
and great men, from whom he ought never 
to have been separated. In a word, 'the 
public character of my hon. friend ‘never 
stood upon a more exalted eminence thanit 
does at present. My'tt. hon. friend, in the 
course of the justification which he has @- 
tempted for his conduct in co-operating with 
his rt. hon. friend, has dwelt a good deal 
upon the happy event of the removal of what 

e late inefficient ministers ; but 
my rt. hon. friend seemed to forget that that 
removal was far from being complete. To 
be sure, some of those, with whom my’Tt. 
hon. friend professed to have been dissatis- 
fied, have been removed. He was dissati#- 
fied with the conduct of the department for 
foreign affairs, and therefore out goes my 
Lord Hawkesbury: and here, Sir, with 
Brief and vexation I perceive that that noble 
ord has put the seal to his own condemn 
tion; that being charged with mismanage 
ment and incapacity, he consents to be de- 
graded in order to make room for another 
noble lord (Harrowby), who certainly has 
yet to prove his ability, and who has at least 
no experience to recommend him. But this 
alone was not enough to satisfy my rt. ‘hoo, 
friend and to reconcile him to the admint- 


stration. He disliked the conduct of the 


admiralty, and therefore that silly, incapa- 
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' affair, that the last administration was com- 


“pave not yet heard of any praises upon any 


_ entered into by the rew ministers, that the 


expedition ; and an equal degree, perhaps, 
in avoiding the praises of his new colleagues. 


.stdently, he is undoubtedly entitled to some 


, Earl St. Vincent, is removed ; 
and his place is filled by that most tried and 
experienced seaman, Lord Melville. The 
alsery department did not please him, and 
therefore that most military personage, 
Lord Camden, who, so far from being for- 
merly considered a man eminently qualified 
for military affairs, was removed from the 


ovt. of Ireland, in troublesome times, to | 
| friend, what is to become of the harness.and 


make way for the Marquis Cornwallis, is 
now discovered to be the fittest person to 

eside over the war department, in the 

esent important situation of the country. 
But, after all, there is another change, and 
that is one made in what my rt. hon. friend 
considers the great situation which regulates 
and directs all the rest; this change is made 
jn favour of the rt. hon. gent. opposite (Mr. 
Pitt); and to that, as a matter of change, [ 
have nothing to say. It must, however, be 
remembered by all, for it is not a very old 


josed of ten members; now of these ten, 
six actually remain. My rt. hon. friend 
declares, in the warmth of his desires, for 
the prosperity of his friend’s undertaking, 
that he wishes he had abler supporters. One 


would suppose that the discarded 4 were the 


unsound and rotten part of the ministry. 
But it happens rather oddly, that those 4 
were the very portion of the last administra- 
tion that were recommended to the support 
of this house, by the eloquent eulogiums 
of the rt. hon, gent, opposite; the other 6 
he never mentioned. Lord Hawkesbury 
was “ so eminently qualified for the foreign 
department,” that he was matched with my 
hon. friend (Mr, Fox), The noble lord’s 
qualifications have, however, as I suppose, 
yielded tothe vast and superior acquire- 
ments of Lord Harrowby. Of Lord St. 
Vincent, “ it was quite enough to name 
him ; he was the glory of the British navy, 
and the terror of all our foes.” But we 


of the newly appointed successors of those 
Moble persons. Perhaps the rt. hon. gent. 
has at last found out that his panegyrics are 
pot exactly the best recommendations in the 
-world. Considering the fate of his former 
recommendations, J should not be surprised 
to hear that a positive agreement had been 


rt. hon. gent. should not say a word about 


them. He has certainly shewn a great 
knowledge of human nature in his Dutch 


4s he praised the 4 he has turned out, so 
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subjectnow. Those persons very probablysaid: 
‘* give us ribbands, give us places, give us titles. 
for God's. sake, do any thing but give. us 
your panegyric : if you praise us, both you 
and we shall be laughed at.”—My rt.. hon, 
friend has frequently said, ‘‘ away with the 
cant of af€asures, give us men; as it was 
not the harness, but the horses which drew 
the carriage ;” but I would ask.my rt. hom. 


carriage with such horses as his rt. hon. 
friend has now engaged? There are six of 
them that are old, and six new. ‘The for 
mer are part of that ‘ slow paced, lumpish, 
aukward administration,” upon which my 
rt. hon. friend so severely commented last 
session. They of course can -be of no use, 
and so the 6 new nags will have to draw 
not only the carriage, but those 6 heavy 
cast-off blacks along with it. Now, if in 
such a situation my rt. hon. friend docs not 
feel himself embarrassed, and anxious. for 
the release of his rt. hon. friend and himself, 
he cannot have that feeling of dignity and 
solicitude for honourable reputation, | am 
willing to ascribe to him.—Among the ar- 
guments advanced by my rt. hon. friend in 
favour of the bill before the house, there 
were some which struck me“to be very ex- 
traordinary indeed --[Here there was ashort 
pause on the part of Mr. S., who had.mis- 
laid some papers, but which was relieved by 
his observing, that the gentlemen. opposite 
would not be sorry that he had lost his 
notes.]—My rt. hon. friend says, that it is 
unfair to judge of this measure, merely asia 
measure to augment the army ; but that. we 
are to judge of it under all the circumstances 
that attend its introduction into this house. 
He says, here are all the volunteers, all 
the sea fencibles, all the militia, and.all the 
other different descriptions of force which 
are already embodied, and there is not enough 
left of the population of the country, that are 
disposed or fitted for martial exercises, to re- 
cruit from, according to what the exigencies 
of the times, or the hopes of gentlemen may 
suggest. Now, Sir, before the rt. hon. gent. 
got into his present situation, he did, got 
make any such allowances for his predeces- 
sors, He seemed to have no idea of that 
kind. He had agreed to all their. various 
measures of public defence, and thea. he 
comes down to the house, and peremptorily 
demands new measures of vigour and efficacy, 
without the slightest possible allowance for 
any consideration of circumstances of apy 
kind whateyer. But now, says-the rt. hon, 
gent., objections are raised which spring 
only from warm imaginations, respecting 


slaims for modesty in saying nothing on that 


Some prodigious matters of expectations 
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possible to be realized. But, Sir, who creat- 
ed that expectation? Why, himself. He 
reviled the last ministry for not bringing for- 
ward something commensurate to the extent 
of our difficulties and dangers, and held him- 
self-forward as the possessor of plans suffi- 
cient to rescue us from all our * Oh,’ 

- says be, ‘ [ shall just give you an outline of 
my scheme; but, when I get in, I will shew 
you what ought to be done. I'll give you 
the plan that is wanted to set you all right.’ 
‘Why, Sir, we certainly did took with no 
smal] expectation, and with eager curiosity 
and anticipation, to see what was coming 
forward ; to see what armed Minerva was to 
spring from the head of this political Jupiter; 
and not a little surprized, indeed, were we 
‘all, at the sight of this little puny ricketty 
‘bantling, who, after being sent to the parish 
nurse, will never have gristle nor bone enough 
to attain the age of manhood. Who is 
‘the man, Sir, that has disappointed the house 
and the country, but he who has been so 
‘ vaunting and gigantic in promises, and so 
puny and miserable in performance ?—The 
‘object of this bill is taxation. Itis a farce 
to call ita b:Il to raise men, It is a bill to tax 
all the landed property of the country. It is 
@ tax operatii g in the most unfair and igno- 
ble manner. it goes to enforce confiscation, 
where there is no forfeiture, fines where there 
are no offences, punishments where nocrimes 
arecommitted. But the rt. hon. gent. knows, 
as well as I can tell him, that such a mea- 
sure as this will not succeed. Supposing, 
however, that the parishes were to raise the 
men in the manner now proposed by this 
bill—a most extraordinary supposition I ad- 
mit—why, Sir, I believe the rt. hon. gent. 
would be much in the same situation as he 
was in the other morning, when he suddenly 
‘discovered that the principals who were 
drawn for the army of reserve bore but a 
small proportion to the number of substi- 
tutes. Noman could be more surprised, or 
“in a greater state of embarrassment than he, 
at such an unexpected event, I really believe. 
But what would he do in that case? He 
would call for the officers. But where would 
he, where could he, find 6 or 7,000 officers? 
He would be flurried and teazed by the un- 
expected success of his own scheme. But let 
us assume that his second battalion is com- 
plete and fully officered, the rancours be- 
tween the two battalions would be curious 
enough. We well know, that there can be 
tno discipline where the officers of a military 
‘corps ‘have favours to ask or to expect of their 
ymen. Jf the men should be found tippling 
» Or wasting their time, they may make 4 to- 


‘lerable excuse, that they are only doing their 
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duty to gain over the second battalion: 
fact, the bill might be fairly intituled, a pif 
for the better destruction of all anlitary dig 
cipline, My rt. hon. friend below me (Mr) 
Windham) seems to think only of a large 
permanent regular army, as the means of de. 
fending this country against an invadin 
enemy. Some recommend a limited timg 
of service. For myself, Sir, I feel, upon 4g 
view of a)] the arguments, disposed both jg 
favour of a service limited for time and}. 
mited in space. In sending troops, how. 
ever, to the West Indies, I would send thogg 
only who might be considered as seasoned 
soldiers; not raw recruits, such as perished 
in the charnel house of Saint Domingo, 
With respect to the army, however, | wish 
to observe, that in my opinion men -hould 
be enlisted for that service, not only on 
terms limited as to time, but as to place, 
The latter regulation would tend to save 
the lives of many soldiers, while the poligj 
of the former is so generally acknowlediih 
and has been so ofien discussed, that thé 
surprise is, that ministers hesitate to aet 
upon it. Upon this question, as to the 
augmentation of our regular army, I cannot 


forbear to say, that I always look upon such 


augmentation with jealousy, | would not 
risk the liberties of the country, by the en- 
largement of our standing army If | were 
asked whether I would not rather trust our 
defence in the field against the attack ofa 
foreign foe, to regular troops, I would im- 
mediately answer in the affirmative, still, 
however, keeping in view the compromise 
between difficulties, the necessity of secur 
ing our freedom against the influence and 
power of a large standing army 1 would 
have our volunteers and militia aided bya 
due proportion of the regular army. The 
people of this country are competent to their 
own defence, and are ready to tuke the tone 
from those above them. They have a regard 
for the high station. which freemen may be 
supposed to feel; they have none of the 
slavish attachment to clans, but they look up 
to their superiors, and I use this word in ils 
liberal sense ; they look up to you, their'st- 
periors, with confidence, because you do not 
look down on them with insult. Give, 
then, to such a people proper example and 
encouragement, and you will not have any 
occasion to look for a large standing army to 
defend your country. The people of Eng- 
land know the value of the objects for which 
they have to contend. They feel thar, from 
the constitution of the society in which they 
live, there is nothing of honour, emolument, 
or wealth, which is not within the reach of 


‘aman of merit...The landlord,’ the sbop- 
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keeper, or mechanic must be sensible that 
he is contending not merely for what he pos- 
gesses, but for every thing of importance the 
country contains; and 1 would call on the 
homblest peasant to put forth his endeavours 
in the national struggle to defend his son's 
tile to the Great Seal of England. Acting 
upon this plan ; employing. proper means to 
animate the country, would render it unne- 
cessaty to hire an army to defend us or to 
resist any enemy. It is because I am satis- 
fied of this fact, beeause I know that in this 
jmpoftant conjuncture, which so strongly de- 
inands the valour of the brave, the vigour of 
the strong, the means of the wealthy, and 
the councils of the wise, we could obtain all 
that is requisite by operating judiciously up- 
on the @haracter of the people, that I object 
to the frequent call for an increase of our re- 
ular army, as I know that such increase 
must invest the executive govt. with a power 
dangerous to the existence of liberty. I 
. object.to it. I like an army of the people, 
because no people were ever found to com- 
mit a fele de se upon their own liberty ; but 


Idislike a large standing army, becanse J > 


never knew popular liberty in any state long 
to survive such au establishment. It is up- 
on these grounds that I disapprove of the 
sentiments so ofien urged as to the augmen- 
tation of the regular army, and particularly 
by an officer (Col. Craufurd) whose infor- 
mation upon military sabjects is no doubt 
entitled to the utmost respect ; but whatever 
may be his information and experience upon 
thilitary topics, if he had the ability of the 
Archduke Charles, until he shall look at the 
whole of the subject, until he shall examine 
it as a statesman, with a mixed attention to 
the rights of the people and the military de- 
fence of the country, I cannot defer to his 
opinions. With regard to the principle up- 
on which the present administration is form- 
€d, shall co: clude with a few observations, 
The cause of the exclusion, which is s0 mach 
and so jistly complained of, we are all ‘ole- 
Table well able to conjecture; but it woald 
be, I am aware, indecorous to describe it in 
this house. J know it woald be unparlia- 
mentary to introduce into debate any parti- 
cular ailusion to this cireamstange. Of the 
. personage, however, to whom it refers, [ 
cannot speak from any particular knowledge ; 
but of him who is next in rank and conse- 
quence, I can say, that that Illustrious Per- 
sonage, whose name I know my duty too 
Well to mentian, who stood forward at the 
commencement of the war, displaying a-no- 
€ example ot his wish to promote anani- 
ty, to rally all parties round the standard of 
thecountry, entertains nu political prejudice 
Vou. IL, 
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againstany public man ; though, God knows, 
he has had much to forgive. Far however 
from indulging resentment, I am sure that 
he would be forward to accept of the ser- 
vices of any political character who could 
contribute in this great crisis to the safety of 
the-empire. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sir, in 
the observations which | mean to offer to the 
house, I shall confine myself to thedatter 
part of the speech of the hon. gent.; be- 
cause, extricated from the variety of desul- 
tory remarks and extraneous matter which he 
has produced, it is the only part that comes 
at all near to the real question .I mean 
the view of the question, as it affects the 
constitution, the character, and genius of the 
country. Upon this subject, a great many 
doctrines have been broached, and many 
theories have been brought forward to dazzle, 
the imagination. The hon. geat. who spoke 
last, has, in the most beautiful language, and 
that captivating style of eloquence peculiar. 
to himself, laid it down as the privilege and 
prerogative of our happy constitution, and 
the characterestic quality of the genius and 
spirit of the nation, that the people can be 
blended and consolidated into a military 
mass, more fit for its protection than a regu- 
lar standing army. Now this is the very 
principle for which every one of us has con- 
tended, the very system which we all wish 
to establish. We always admitted the zeal, 
of the country, and applauded iis noble and 
patriotic devotion. In these feelings we per- 
tectly agree with the hon. gent; but, much 
as we admire that military spirit and enihu- 
siam, few, 1 believe, would be inclined to. 
push it to the extent which the hon. gent. 
wishes; for his argument, in its full latitude, . 


_is ncither more nor Jess than this, that in the 


present state of Europe we are not to look up. 
to astanding army. Now, Sir, without ex-— 
amioing that position too «minutely, J say, . 
whatever may be the sufficiency of the spirit 
and courage of the mass of the people tor 
their own protection, itis our duty, in justice 
ty our country, to protect the spirit, to. sj are 
that courage, aod, by the formation of a-re-_ 
gular force, to save, as much as possible, 
the blood of those brave volunteers who have 
come forward with so much. alacrity, and . 
shewn themselves so ready to risque their . 
lives in our defence. Now, in order to. at- 
tain this end, I do not belicve it will be sup- 
posed that we are to exclude a regalar force _ 
from among the necessary means.» [f ‘not, . 
then, the question is, only to. What-degree a . 
regular force isto be Maivtained ; and from 
hence two other questions -necessarily arise : 


first, whether we bave at present a siagding » 
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army of sufficient strength, under all the cir- 
cimstances in which we are placed? and, 
secondly, if we had not, whethet the present 
measure is not the best mode that can be de- 
vised to supply the deficiency? As to the 
first question, it would be idle to argue it. 
Every gentleman who has spoken this night, 
as well the hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Sheri- 
dan), as the rt. hon. gent. on the floor (Mc. 
Addington), admits the necessity of farther 
exertions, not merely for the purpose of a 
general defence, nor the extension of our 
military ‘system, in all possible ways which 
ogenuity, might devise and contrive ; ‘but in 
the very'line and course now recommiended, 
and'for thé very specific and identical pur- 
pose of a regular army. If then the neces- 
sity of an increased regular force be admit- 
ted, I wish to know how the objection upon 
the ground of the constitution applies? “A 
great part of the argument in favour of an 
armed mass was, that it added to the variety 
of our force ; bat, this is in the very att of 
ny plan, as it proposes to place all the lead- 
of that force u 
on their proper and respective foundations, 
Now if wevare to look to the keeping up of 
thest different species of force, we must also. 
look to’ what are to be their proper propor- 
tions. Some say the militia ought be raised 
td exact that extent which should make it a 
balance to the regular army. I disapprove of 
this view of the sqbject: the balance and 
the warfare to which [ look, and by which 


I estimate, are, as it relates to the enemy, as 


it is more or less competent to resist the foe, 
and defend the country from the attack of 
the external foe, and not in relation to any 
equipoise between the regular and irregular 


force, or the policy of dividing and subdi- , 


viding them, with a view to produce an equa- 
lity. Of the militia, I will say, that its offi- 
cers have conducted themselves in a manner 


ag constitutional towards the country as its” 


mén have proved themselves vigorous and 
brave against the enemy ; but if it be not a 
force as available as the regular army, what 


are you todo? Why, you aré desired to carry _ 


it higher than its constitutional limits would 
admit. Some insinuate that [ mean to re- 
duce the militia below its constitutional prin- 
pi rk bat the fact is, that though I wish to. 
r 


tice it, yet still I’ mean to leave it higher 


tHah’ even those who complain of the redic- . 
tiow think, according totheir own arguments, 
upot constitutional principles, it ought to_ 
stand. IL only mean, that the excess shall be 


taken off, and applied to a more available. 
force.— We aré text told, that there is some- 
thing in this measure that violates the bill of 


rights, so far as the-same respects a standing 
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army. According te the bill of rights, T haye 
always understood, that to keep up a stand, 
ing army in time of peace, without the consent 
of parliament, is contrary to law. ‘This, J 
conceive, to be the principle of that bil), 
But how do I violate it by proposing 
maintain a standing army in time of war: 
with the consent of parliament ; an army, too 
amenable to the mutiny-bill, and unobjec. 
tionable, I’ think, in many other respects, . 
particalarly after ‘the clause which I moved 
this day, that it was not 'to remain embodi 
longer than ‘after the signing of 
definitive treaty of peace, and. to be subject, 
while to martia] law? 
being the case, T give gentlemen all the be. 
nefit of the arguments derived from the bill 
of ‘rights and the spirit and practice, of our 
ancestors.— Now, Sir, in 
state of Europe, let us see how this measure 
Operates upon our future safety, Unlesswe ~ 
can be perfectly sure, and indeed I known 
any degree of foresight and sagacity that 
should tempt us to suppose that it would not 
be folly and presumption to be sure; nnles, 

I say, we can be perfectly sure, that at the 


‘end of the present war, and when that pes 


riod shall arrive, we have no means to cal- 
culate or ascertain, we shall see Europe and 
France reduced to such a state, that we may 
return toour old system ; unless we shut our 
eyes and are wilfully blind to our destruction, 
we may find ourselves obliged for years to 
make the conntry a more military nation 
than it has ever been before thopght neces. 
sary. Now, if this be the case, there are 
oniy two ways by which it can be effected; 
either by laying the foundation of a large 
supply in peace that may be brought forward 
in a prepared state upon a sudden emergency, 
or by creating a large force which, though 
disembodied, when its services are not ne= 
cessary, may be reproduced as occasion 
shall require. Those who look back to the | 
public feeling at the commencement of the, 
present war, cannot surely forget how desira« 
ble it would have been, had we attained that — 
state at which we have only now arrived, 
after several months of anxiety and protract- 
ed danger. With this experience will 
you then have a regular force, which is 
only efficient while embodied, or a force 
which may be produced for the necessary 
occasion without the constitutional objec-, 
tion to a large regular army? Even the 
very persons who are jealous of a standing. 
army in peace, recommend it in war; and 
the present measure is such as may be easily. 
efficient wlien necessary, and facilitates the, 


filling up of the regular force, Upon every, 
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ground of public safety and economy, it is 
particularly recommended to those who 
would have a large force in war, and a 
small one.in peace. It is the means. of a 
provisional force, which is attended with no 
expense in peace, and may in time of wer 
be rapidly brought forward for the emer- 
geacy.--A. rt. hon. gent. (Mr. Addington) 
says, it is not wise to change the character, 
manners, and habits of the. people. The 
general principle is right ; but if it be ne- 
aty to have a. large force, I ask, what is 

so little likely to interfere with the habits 
and manners of the people as the present 
measure, which establishes no permanent 
rce, and only requires a month's exercise 
in the year? ‘To hear him, ooe would sup- 
pose it+would operate so great a change, 
that the plough was to stop, and the country 


"was to be converted into a nation of Spar- 


tan soldiers, and yet the measure is neither 
more nor less than to raise by a milder mode 
that very namber of men which the par- 
liament thinks necessary, I mean 16,000. in 
England, and 3,000 in Ireland, being the 
amount of the present deficiency, and when 
that is completed, to raise annually a force 
of 12,000: Now, whether this is likely to 


produce a change in the genius and habits 


of the nation, I leave to the understanding 
ofthe house. As to the difficulty stated, of 
procuring asufficient number of commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned officers for the 
number of men proposed to be raised, this 
certainly applied with equal force to the 
former plan, and, indeed, is essential to 
any mode of recruiting to any considerable 
extent the regular army ; and, therefore, it 
amounts to nothing as a particular objection 
to.this bill. If, as.it is generally admitted, 
it is necessary to enlarge the army, it is sure- 
ly right, in the present circumstances of the 
country, to begin that increase as soon as 
possible, Lvery experience under the army 
of reserve act shews that the present bill is 
likely to be successful, and attract men to 
enter, when they would have objections to 
do so for general service. Being once en- 
tered they will gradually become acquainted 
with the military life, aod will, by a natural 
operation of causes, without apy kind of 
deception, be the more readily induced to 
enter into the regular service. Without, 
however, attending, in the. first instance, 
to its effect in recruiting the regular army, 
it will immediately have one beneficial con- 
Sequence, namely, that of seiting free a 
Portion of the regulars nearly corresponding 
to the numbers raised, which are now locked 
Up in defensive service. The next conse- 
quenee will be, that by a slight and natural 
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| transition, great numbers will enter into the 


regular army, and constantly supply its , 
wasting numbers. That it will be successy 
ful to its objects, the example of the army 
of reserve system holds out the best ground- 
ed hope. The. plan promises to raise men 
more expeditiously than any other mode w 

are acquainted with ; at the same time. it is 
free from the evil consequence of high 
bounty incident to the army of reserve 
system, which induced many to desert from 
the regulars to enlist in the army of reserve, 
and then to desert again for the repetition of 
the bounty. This great and increasing evil, 
it is manifest, will be totally corrected by 
means of the regulations of the present 
plan, which diminishes, and renders fixed 
the bounty both for limited aod unlimited 
service. From the first effect of a reduce 
tion of bounty it isnatural to expect some 
check in the numbers recruited, but this 
circumstance. will ‘soon correct itself; and 
when the recollection of high bounties. is 
worn away, the service will thrive as much 
with a diminished and fixed bounty, as it 
does at present with a higher and uncertain 
one, Be this, however, as it may, the 
house having already come to a resolution 
against high bounties, the experiment must 
be made. It is obvious they have no other 
choice, having once wade up their minds 
that high and fluctuating bounties are to be 
diminished and rendered stationary. Against 
this diminution of bounty it is to be seen 
under this plan, what may be the induce 
ment of limited service and local influence, 
the benefit of which 1 doubt not will fully 
counteract the evil oiherwise to beappre- 
hended from a decrease of bounty. This 
measure being already determined on by 
the house, I must take it for granted that 
there will be no objection to this plan on that. 
account, but rather; on the contrary, that 
it will tierefore meet with general approba~ 
tion. It has, however, been said, that by- 
striking out the ballot, I had destroyed the 
only effectual part of my own plan. I must, 
however, ask gentlémen gravely to consider 
the subject a little farther before they urge 
objections of that nature: whatever the plan 
was origivally in my mind, the house has 
decidedly expressed its dissent, both to high 
bounties and ballot; so that however desi~ 
rable either might be on geneual principles, 
yet, with respect to this measure, they afe 


equally inadmissible ; and therefore, though 


efficiency is desirable, it is only to be ex- 

pected in proportion to the opportunity left 

us to makeuse of.—With respect to recruit- 

ing the army, let it be recollected, there 

were only four. possible modes: Ist, thé 
$A2 
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usual mode of recruiting for bounty by the 
officers of the regular service ; 2d, ‘recruit- 
by limited bounty and local influence, 
as pointed out by this plan ; 3d, recruiti 
by bailot and compulsion, now generally ex- 
ploded as an oppressive system; and 4th, 
recruiting by personal ballot, without the 
' possibility of substitution, a mode yet more 
objectionable. In times of great emergency, 
this laiter mode may doubtless be resorted 
to, but, in general, it has a rigour not 
suited to the habits and feelings of the 
‘country. Supposing, as is the case, that the 
first of these modes is not suthciently pro- 
duct:ve, and a greater force is wanted, we 
must, of necessity, have recourse to the 
second, the third and fourth being, as has 
-béen shewn, of a nature not, at least in 


the first instance, to be resorted to. In. 


ada ting the second mode it is also evident, 
that the first, that of mere simple recruit- 
ing, remains wholly unmolested, and has a 
concurrent operation. Under the present 
plan we have all the benefit of what may be 
called regular recruiting ; and add to that 
whatever may be obtained by the secondary 
made. If any other plan equally produc- 
tive, and as, ]ittle objectionable, can be 
suggested, I can have no possible wish but 
to adopt it: none such, however, has been 
suggested, and, perhaps, it is not presuming 
too far to conclude, that none such can be 
found. According to the regulations as laid 
down in the provisions of this bill, the 
newly-a‘opted system with respect to the 
army of reserve bill, in no degree, interfere 
with the higher bounties left to the regular 
service.— Before I sit down, I shall say a 
few words with respect to the expectations 
which I have held out to the country. 


Gentlemen have said, that they have ex-. 


pected something from me very far beyond 
the present bill. Iam not conscious that I 
ever encouraged the idea, that I had dis- 
covered some miraculous mode of providing 
for the defence of the country. I say this 
is the very measure of which I gave notice, 
except so far as it is improved by the omis- 
sion of the ballot entirely, and the imposing 
the payment of the bounty upon the parish 
instead of the individual. 
‘measure be worthy of my situation I do not 
say, but that it is the identical measure 
which I held out, and taught the public to 
expect from me, I must contend. That 
there were other gente within my contem- 
lation I also admit, I mean in the nayal 
artment, wifh regard to the proper craft 
‘to be used in the narrow seas, and the means 
necessary to ensure a succesgicn of ships to 
a proper extent. ‘These subjects, howeyer, 


Whether the > 
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as I said before, cannot be comprehended 
in the present’ bill, but it does not thence 
follow that they are'neglectéd by his Ma, 
jesty’s ministers. © There were other pointy 


also admit, which were. the subject’of 


my observations before I came: into office; 
Ifgentlemen wi!l look back, they will’ geg 
that did propose a measure for our futurg 
defence ; but that as to immediate defence, 
I considered that all that could be dong 
was, to improve the discipline of foreg 
then subsisting. Butvhas nothing been dong 
since? J recommended originally, that the 
volnnteers should be called out upon perma. 
nentduty. That system has been adopted; 
and notless than from 150,000 to 160,009 
voluatecrs have been placed in that stafe for 
improving their discipline. Now 1 would 
appeal to every officer of experience, whe. 
ther the result of this proceeding, by the 
improvement of their discipline, bas not 
increased their strength more than if their 
number had beén increased one-half ? F will 
not therefore haveit suid, that administration. 
have been wholly idle, and that nothing has 
been done for the defence of the country. That 
being the case, I kuow nothing on my part 
inconsistent with any rational expectation 
that the house, or any man who has attend. 
ed to the notices [ gave, could have formed, 
Lam ready to have my measure decided by 
experience, and J am confident that every 
discussion will be beneficial to it, as it will 
place it more and more in its true light, 
Of the mode of opposition which it has 
experienced, [ have a right to complain, 
There bas been a disposition to draw into 
argument foreign topics, which divert the 
attention from the real subject, and in such 
hands as those of the hon. gent. who spoke 
last, may be productive of entertainment, 
and relieve the tediousness of debate by the 
brilliant display of wit which we have just 
witnessed. As to the argument, that the 
administration is not worthy of confidence, 


I am at a loss to conjecture upon what | 


ground it rests, This, its first measure, 
surely cunnot be the cause, for it looks to 
an object upon which all persons of all pate 
ties and all descriptions are agreed. There 
must then be something awkward or unfor- 
tunate in the manner of bringing it forward, 
if it be the cause of this loss of confidence, 
I confess this is a very delicate subject, and 
I know not well bow to deliver myself upon 
it, But whatever opinion some people may 
entertain of the advantages of an adminis 
tration formed on a broad basis, I am satis- 
fied that the principle, that it is the preroga 
tive of his Majesty to chuse bis ministers, 


will not be denied. [am the more convinced 
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of this, when I remember that some weeks 
ago the hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Fox) stated 
jn this house, when it was thrown out as a 
matter of speculation, who were to be the 
new Ministers, if the late ministry were 
obliged to getire, that it was not within the 
province of the house to take any notice of 
such a circumsiance, and if it would have 
been unconstitutional to agitate such a topic 
before the removal of that ministry, it is 
equaliy unconstitutional to deny the King’s 
prerogative as to selection in every instance; 
and is it reconc' lable with any ideas of con- 
‘stitutional principle and of public duty, that 
when ‘a ministry has been changed, their 
successors should be obstructed in their very 
first operations, by any combination fonnded 
ppon any circumstances connected with the 
secent exercise of bis Majesty’s prerogative ? 
It has been said, indeed, that I shoud take 
the bint to resign, which the proceedings of 
the house, on this question, have given ; and 
the hon, gent. thus admits the object of the 
extraordinary zeal with which this bill has 
been contested; but I can assure him that 
the hint is not broad enough for me to take 
jt. lam ‘sanguine enough to believe that 
the bill will pass, and that it will pass with 
anincreased majority. Iam sanguine enoogh 


to hope, the opposition to the bill being now 
avowed, it will make its way through the 


house with an increased concurrence; if 
not, I shall lament the failure of a measure 
which | sincerely believe to be calculated to 


‘promote the public advantage.~ It is now 


obvious what are the motives for that zeal 
and perseverance that have animated the 


- late contests, and have combined in one cry 


troops, who upon no other occasion could 
ever be made to speak the same language. 
J trdst, at least, that the hon. gents. on ‘the 


other side will not feel themselves under the — 


necessity of questioning as to every indivi- 
dual object, he right of the King to chuse 


_ his minister. 1 have been at issue upon 


this paint in former times, and I am now 
seady to maintain it as necessary to our free 
and as. yet monarchical constitution. As to 


‘my sufficiency, or the sutliciency of those 


in olfice with me, it is not necessary to say 
agreat deal upon that subject; but I am 
surprised at the language that has fallen 
from a noble lord (Temple). I think it a 
little singular that my acting in concert 
with a part of the late administration should 
be made a bar tothe confidence of hiyn and 
his friends, Does my noble relative think, 
that on this account, I have justly forfeited 


‘the confidence of him and of his friends? I 
do remember the time when, in the moment 


gf Ris bitterest opposition to the hon. gent, 
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(Mr. Fox) the noble lord and his friends 
were so partial to me, that they declared, 
that my admission toa share of the executive 
power would, in a considerable degree, re+ 
move their apprehensions of the pablicdan~ 
ger. I hope that since that time I have not, 
by concurring very frequently and. acting - 
very cordially “with my noble relative and 
his friends, forfeited the good opinion they 
were then so partial as to express of me, 


I confess my surprise too, that after such 


public declarations concerning me, they'so 
soon find themselves compelled to with bold 
their services from the public, on account 
of the exclusion of an hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), 
with whom they have been so little accuss 
tomed to think or act in unison. Much has 
been said of the inefficiency of the members 
of the present cabinet. 
that the present ministers are unequal to the. 
duties of the stations they fill?) With respect 
to the members of the present ministry, and 
who were members of the last, being liable 
to the charge of inconsistency, I cannot see 
that there is ths least foundation for it. The 
present bill is better than that which it sue. 
persedes, and aiming at the same end by, 
juster means, is fairly entitled to the support 
of those who supported the former bill. It 
is said, however, though not quite correctly, 
that the members of the last administration 
are a majority of the present. But what, 
if it were, would be the inference? There 
is no reason why those who sat in a former. 
cabinet should not sitin this. I hope the 
present cabinet is not one in which there 
will always be a necessity of counting noses, 
and of coming to a vote _upom every mea- 
sure. When differences of opinion exist, 
there is room for mutual concession and - 
accommodation where men agree ina ge< 
neral object. If this were not the case, how 
could any administration go on? far more 
an administrat‘on firmed o» the broad 
basis which some gentlemen consiier so de- 
sirable? Were I to take the “ broad hint” 
which has been given me; had that sort of 


administration been formed, the failure of: ~ 


which is répresented as having struck such 
despair throughout the country, how could 
any measure have been carried in the cabi- 
net among men who have had Jong and im- 
portant differences, unless mutual accommo. 
dation and concession had iaken place? It is 
said, however, that there has not been asuffi- 
cient change in the ministry. But, surely, the 
rt. hon. gent. below (Mr Addington) must. 
at least be satisfied that the change is suf- 
ficient, and that the present is really a new 
administration. And, notwithstanding all 


that has been said of it, 1 hald it to be sub- 


But is it to be said, 
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stantial enough to answer the purposes for 
which it. was formed. Many objections 
haVe been urged against it by the hou. gent, 
who spoke last, who has indulged himself 
in that vein of pleasantry and humour, for 
which he has most deservedly acquired so 
much celebrity, in comparing some of the 
members of the present administration with 
those whom they have succeeded in office, 
and has indulged himself particalarly in con- 
trasting Lord Melville with the Earl of St. 
Vincent. 1 should unquestionably think 
myself extremely wrong, were I to say that 
Lord Melville was as good a sailor, or un- 
derstood how to work or fight a ship of war 
as ‘well as Earl St. Vincent; but yet I can 
have no hesitation to say, thatin my opinion, 
there is every reason to suppose that Lord 
Melville will make a better first lord of the 
admiralty ; for experience has often forcibly 
shewn us, that it is by no means necessary 
that a first lord of the admiralty should be 
a naval chatacter; and though it may not. 
be fit to speak of myself, ir surely will not 
be considered that it is no change that the 
Office of first lord of the treasury, reckoned 
that which has a leading influence in the ex- 
ecutive government, is now held by me. Few 
will doubt that a very rea! change has taken 
place. With respect to any differences of 
opinion which I may have had with the late 
administration, it will not be pretended that 
they were of such a nature as to prevent us 
ftom acting in the most cordial and satisfac- 
tory manner upou general affairs. For 
those my rt. hon. and noble friends I have 
uniform!y entertained the utmost private 


_ friendship and esteem. With them I have 


thought and acted almost without interrup- 
tion on every public question since our ac- 
quaintance commenced, Neither is there 
the slightest ground to imagine that another 
woble fricnd of mine (lord Hawkesbury), 
whom I have always loved and esteemed, is 
degraded by taking the home, instead of 
the foreign department; though I confess 
there were some parts of the foreign system 
which I did not approve, and of which it is 
_ not now'necessary to say more. Those who 
‘Know the fact know how far that change 
was from any motive that could infer de- 
gradation. Indeed, Sir, I cannot see with 
what view such a thing could be mentioned; 
unless it was for tlie purpose of sowing jea- 
fousies and: dissentions amang ‘his Majesty's 
present ministers; and, as such, it deserves 


mpy severest animadversion.—If the present 


bill’ showld be lost, I'shall be sorry for it; 
Because the house and the country will there« 
by lose a good measure; but the hon. 
tlemen opposite willbe much mistaken, if 


gene 
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‘they think they will thereby be. any thing 
the nearer getting rid of me. It is wel 
known, and has ever been allowed to be 
on® of the first and most established priyj. 
leges and prerogatives of the crown, that his 
Majesty has a right to chuse and nominate 
his own ministers ; and with that conviction 
on my mind, I'shall not be deterred from 
bringing forward such measures as may be 


| necessary in aid and of the present 


bil, which I have no doubt will meet 
approbation of a considerable majority, not. 
withstanding all the opposition it has met 
with from the hon, gent. on the opposite 
side of the house. 
Mr. Fox then rose and spoke to the fol 
lowing cffect:—Sir, I shall not at this late 


| hour (four o'clock on Tuesday morning), 


and on a question which has been so often 
and so victoriously discussed, take up much 


of the time of the house’in adverting to ye 


topics which the rt. hon. the chancellor 

the exchequer has thought proper to take up, 
In a discussion on a bill of this kind, [am 
not surprised there should be so great a difs 
But in one of the argu. 
ments of the rt. hon, gent. with respect. to 


| these topics, he has said, that the mode 
| which has been pursued to get rid of this 
bill, has been very personal. I can only 


say, Sir, that in every business that comes 
before this house, on whatever subject it 
may be, no one can be more averse to pers 
sonalities than myself, I will ask him, and 
I think I can safely appeal to the house, 
whether, till he brought them forward, 
one single word was said on that subject? 
and whether they were not entirely owing to 


himself, and to the rt. hon. gent. (Mr, Cans. 


ning) sitting by him, tever may. be 
the inclination of the rt. hon. gent. opposite 
me to enter on subjects of a personal nature, 
I can assure him that I do not feel the 
smallest inclinatiov to follow his example; 
age'has diminished my propensity to such 
contests, and instead of wishing to shew my 


prowess, I wish rather to shew my prur. 


dence. T can say, 
Lenit albescens animos capillus,: 
Litium et rixe cupidos protervas, 
although in: other times, and in other cits 
cumstances of the country, the latter part of 
the quotation would have better'suited: my 


disposition, 


hoc ferrem, calidtis juvent, 
Consule Planco, 
In addition to my. disinclination ‘to treat the 
subject in such a way on the present occa- 


sion, my principle would be to avoid it. I 
certainly have entertained the opinion 
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since the commencement of the present war, 


that,it would be of the greatest advantage to 
the country, if, forgetting all former ani- 
mosities, it were possible to form, an admi- 


“istration on a broad basis, combined of all 
parties, and uniting all those whom the 


country think proper to look upto. There 
are, howeser, one or two points of the rt. 
hon. gént.’s speech, on which E must beg 
leave to make a few observations, He.says, 
that his Majesty is by his prerogative un- 
questionably entitled to choose and appoint 
his own ministers. This is a position which 
nobody is more inclined to recognize than 
myself. But how does it apply to his argu- 
ment? He admits that. it may: be wise in 
the House of Commons so;to conduct itself 
as to convince his Majesty that he ought. to 
semove. them. He has admitted it. more 


than in words; he has, admitted. it.in fact, 


T'do not know what the rt. hon. gent. means 
by an opposition composed of such, discor- 
dant materials, that there is scarcely.a. point 
on which they can agree, If I recollect 
rightly, there was a period when what he has 
said of my hon. friends would equally apply 
to himself. There was a period, and that 
at no very great distance, in which that rt. 
hon. gent. himself supported, and a time 
also quickly succeeding, in which he op- 
posed the late.administration, In the course 
of. a few months, he supported, with the 
utmost warmth, all the military measures of 
the rt. hon, gent. his predecessor, and very 
soon afterwards he opposed the army of re- 
serve suspension bill, in order to make way 
for the present measure, \hich he gave the 
bouse to understand would be foundso much 
more.efficient at the present important .cri- 
sis.—To return, however, to the preroga- 
tive of the crown. If it be, which I do not 
deny, the prerogative of the King to choose 
his own ministers, it is equally the right and 
the duty of the House of Commons to judge 
of the capacity and the intentions of, those 
ministers; and if they should be found de- 
fictent in the confidence of the House of 
Commons, and in the confidence of the 
country, such disapprobation is a strong and 
fair ground for the King to dismiss them. 
If ever there was an. administration that was 
deficient of that confidence, {think I. may 
fairly and justly say it isthe administration now: 
in office. When the rt. hon. gent. is attacked 


_on the subject, he has no other answer to give, 


but “look .at me,” asif the whole admi. 
nistration were wrapped up in. himself, He 
says, Lord Melville is likely to:be a. better 
first lord of the admiralty than Earl St. Vin- 
cent; and, after speaking. with the greatest, 
complacency of himself, and the two secre-: 


taries. of state, he asks the rt. hon. gent. 
(Mr, Addington) on the bench below him, . 
whether he is not practically convinced that 
this is a new administration? If one. 
person was more disappointed at the forma- 
tion. of the. new ministry than another, I 
should have thought that. it was.the rt. hon. 
gent. himself; it. is what his friends give 


‘outfor him. Ishould be.sorry to give cre- 


dit to the rumours which are abroad, and 
which go strongly to prove, that all, his 
wishes centered in the object he has. at- 
tained, But he has dealt harder with. my 
friends on the lower bench. He. says they 
wished to. see him at the head of the govern- 
ment, and, provided that were the case, they 


should be. happy. He then taunts them 


with refusing him. their support in. his new 


‘administration, Undoubtedly, Sir, he had- 


aright to offer situations to whomsoever he 
pleased, and they as undoubtedly possessed 
the power of refusal; and if they thought 
that in anadministration so formed they could 
do no good.to the country, their refusal,was 
meritorious. The rt. hon. gent. says, he 
thinks, the opposition to the present bill 
extraordinary, and that it. is. dictated by a 
desire to give a hint to ministers;to. retire, 
On some principles of the bill, he says, the 
opposition totally differed, and then he asks, 
how. they would have -agreed, had. they 
formed part of an administration? There; 
indeed, I cannot answer the rt. hon. gent, 
How far he might have insisted, onany one 
or more parts of his bill,.and how far he 
might have conceived that we ought impli- 
citly to yield to his opinion and to his direc= 
tion, I cannot: pretend to say; but this 
know, that.an: administration formed. on a 
broad and.comprehensive basisin times of dans 
ger, would be highly beneficial to the coun- 
try, and that we should have entered into such 
an administration with. the spirit of concilia- 
tion, The-rt. hon, gent. says; we may give 
as. many hints as we please; he will not take 
them.; but I should.be gladto know, if the 
House. of. Commous shews that it-has no 
confidence in him, does. he mean.to say that 
he will not take the hint?. Did he.notgive 
a. hint to the rt. hoa. gent. on the lower 
bench, his predecessor? If public rumours. 
are not very much mistaken, there are some’ - 
of the present administration who did advise’ 
their colleague to.give way, when he saw 
the sense.of. the. House of Commons. was. 
against -his measures. 1.do not know who. 
they . were, but I hope. they did.not give. the, 
hint, in order thatthey mighthave‘ ‘twostrings. 
to their bow” (see p.312).. The rt. hon. gent,: 
pleased to.say, that. it would..be absurd in. 
the cabinet .to be comating,;neses-.as we do. 


f 
is 
le 
le 
| 
h 
n 
fs 
le 
is 
it 
d 


¥ 


in this house. I dare say, Sir, he is perfectly 

- sight; and if bis intention was to form an ad- 
‘ministration where there willbe ho counting 
“of noses, I believe lie has completely suc- 
ceeded. If, Sir, for our ‘opposition to this 
bill, we are told that we are “ a factidn,” 
‘we-are told no more than the rt. hon. gent. 
himself was,'a few hours before the late 
. administration, were turtied out of office (see 
p. $42); and told, too, by that very noble 
ord (Hawkesbury) who has cofsented to 
accept the office of secretary of state for the 
home department, under the administration 

- ofthe rt. hon, gent. The rt. hon. gent. has 
mentioned the change which has taken place 
in the secretaries of state with some exul- 
tation, and contends, that in such a pro- 
ceeding there is no degradation. The rt. 
hon. gent. is most undoubtedly at liberty to 
form his own judgment on such a humilia- 
tion; { caa only say that I totally differ 


_ from him in opinion.—Now, Sir, having 


made these few observations on a subject 
which it is my constant desire to avoid, I 
shall trouble the house with a few words on 
the bill itself; which, whatever the rt. hon, 
gent. may please to surmise, I devlare to be 
the sole object of my opposition. After all 
that -has been said of the army of reserve 
bill, the rt. hon. gent. must be perfectly 
aware that this bili cannot be agreeable. 
The right. hon. gent. has laid great stress on 
‘the clauses which he has introduced this day, 
by which 70,000 men are to be embodied 
during vhe war, and then disbanded at the 

ace, but registered, so that in case of any 
’ future war, they may be called on to serve 
again. 1 cannot help thinking that these 
clauses are a new thought, and not at al] be- 
Tonging to the present bill. This, I’ will 
venture to say, is by no means so good as a 
militia; for in that kind of force you know 
where to find the men. You look for the 
Yorkshire militia in Yorkshire, and «the 


Kentish in the county of Kent. But where | 


will you find this army ? These battalions 
‘are to be composed of such a mixture of 
men frow all parts of the kingdom, that you 
may have to Jook for the Yorkshire in Corn- 
‘wall, and the Cornish in Lancashire. Inshort, 
there wil) be no knowing where to find them. 
The rt. bon. gent. says, is not my mode more 
likely to be efficient than any other system ? 
T answer, no. It will not be so efficient cither 
as the militia or the army of reserve. “Che 
mode of raising recruits: by parish officers, ] 
must severely condemn. The influence.of 
parish officers ‘can be attended with no fur- 
ther or other advantage ‘in the raising re- 
cruits than what results from a system af ter- 
tor and oppression, which cannot fuil to be 
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the case in such a system as the present, 
where persons are to be fined for not doing 
what it is impossible they should be able to 
do. Besides, fines ate in themse ves a species 
of punishment, and punishment ought ne. 
ver @ attach to persons wh:o have been guilty 
of no crime,— As 4 measure of finance, the 
public most assuredly have not gained by the 
present bill, I’ conterid that there is the 
greatest inéqualify in a system of taxation 
by fine, such as this is. For instance, sup- 
pose I send my servant to market to buy a 
bushel of wheat, of any other grain. but | 
tell him, at the same time, that he must not, 
6n any account, give more than lialf a-crowg 
for the bushel. “ Half-a-crown, Sir,” says 
the ‘setvant, “ FE cannot bay a bushel. of 
wheat for that sam; it is worth 7 shillings 
a bushel, and tio one will sell it for less," 
matter,” sayI; “ yea must give no 
more than half-a-crown, and if you do not 
buy it for that money, you shall be punished 
with a fine.” In the same way will it exactly 


,tarn out with the recruits aoder this bill, 


Men will not efiist fot the sum to which 
these parish tect uiting officefs are restricted, 
and then the parishes must be fined, which 
will prove-as great a hardship as can well be 
conceived. The whole system is also very 
vnequal, for it fails much heavier on the 
landholder than any other description of 
persons, and with the greatest inequality 
even on those. [ ‘see no reason why the 
mode of recruiting for the regular army ad- 
vised by my rt. hon. friend (Mr. Windham), 
who has taken the lead on military subjects, 
in a manner so honourab!e to himself and so 
beneficial to the country. I say, I see no reas 
sou why that mode should notibe tried. Why 
hot enlist men for a limited time, or for li- 
mited service? I am one of those who are 
exceedingly sanguine of such a mode of re- 
cruiting the army. I have no doubt but such 
a trial would be attended with success, I 
can, however, see no possible advantage, 
but only the contrary, in enlisting men for 
a limited service, in order to seduce them 
afterwards into general service, which is to 
be the operation of the present bill, and. 
from which I cannot see that any benefit can 
possibly be expected.’ Because the army of 
reserve could-not do its service with the bal- 
lot, it is rashly presumed that this bill will 
effect the same purposes without the ballot; 
a mode of arguing, which militates expressly 


against the nature of things. For my owa 


part, I voted for the suspension of the army 


of reserve bill, for the express purpose of, 


giving (his measure an opportunity of being. 
tairly and fully discussed ;. and now that has 


_ taken place, fam convinced it is-one of the 
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| fnost oppressive, as well as one of the 


‘both inefficient and oppressive. But then 


- determined opposition.—Before I sit down, 
~ saying afew words. The rt, hon, gentleman 


a good measure, but you will not thereby be 


it cannot be executed with that general good 
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most inefficient measures, that could well be 
devised, for the purposes it is intended to 
effect. Indeed, to speak of the absurdities 
of the bill in detail, would be ridiculous. I. 


just now said that the bill would be found 


comes the rt. hon, gent. with his famous di- 
lemma. ‘* How,” says he, ‘‘do you make 
that out? How can my bill be oppressive 
and inefficient too.” I say, Sir, the bill will 
occasion very considerable oppression with- 
out producing any considerable addition to | 
your force, The bill appears to me, in every 
part of it, full of oppression and injustice, 
and tending to a more circuitous mode to- 
recruit your regular army, than the plan pro- 
posed by my rt. hon. friend (Mr. Windham), 
and as such I must continue to give it my 


there is one observation which fell from the 
rt. hon. geut., upon which I cannot avoid 


says, “if you throw out my bill, I shall be 
$orry ; because you and the country will lose 


the nearer getting rid of me.” A niore in- 
decent and disrespectful expression from a 
minister to a house of commons I never 
heard. Is not this bill a bill of considerable 
detail, requiring the general consent and ap- 
probation of a}l ranks of the community? Is 
it possible, I ask, that this house can so far 
Jose sight of its duty as to senda bill of such 
unexampled severity and oppression to be ex- 
ecuted all over the country, contrary to the 
opinion of nearly one halt of its members ? 
Can such a bill be well executed by a coun- 
ty that disapproves of it? It must be allow- 
ed, that the bill, with all the influence of 
foverament, will be carried by only a very 
trifling majority. Under such circumstances 


will and general consent by which only its 
operations can be rendered beneficial to the 
country. 

Afier Mr, Fox sat down, General Norton 
endeavoured to say a few words in support 
of the bill, bat the question being loudly 
called for, a division took place, when there 
appeared, 

For engrossing the bill - 265 
Againstit - - + - 223 
Majority forthe bill - 42 


The bill was then ordered to be read a 
third time that afternoon. — Adjourned at 
half past four on Tuesday morning. ~ 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, June 19, 1804. 


Minvres.}]—The house, in a committee 
of privileges, heard evidence in support of 
the claim to the barony of Roos.—After 


Wilkins, W. 
‘Williams, Owen 
Windham, Re. Hon. W. 
Winnington, Sir Ed. 
Wynne, C. 


some few observations from Lord Carleton, ) 
explanatory of the laws of marriage in Ire- | 


land, their lordships ‘heard evidence in sup- 
port of the petition of Mr ‘Tighe, praying 
for a dissolution of his marriage with his 
now wife, on the score of adultery. The 
bill was afterwards read a second time, and 
ordered ‘tobe committed on Thursday.— 
The Aylesbury election’ bill went through a 
committee without any amendment, and 
was ordered tobe read a third time to-mor- 
row.— The ‘bill to exempt British and Irish 
‘ Jinene from the 45 per cent. exportation 
duty, va read a first time.—The other bills 
on the table were passed in their respective 
stages,Adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Minutes.]—Mr. Hardman presénted a 

tition from several merchants and others 
in the county and town. of Drogheda, 
against the report of the corn committee; 

ol. Vereker presented another of similar 
import from the inhabitants of the city of 
Limeiic; and a third Mr. Hobhouse pre. 
sented from the city of Glasgow. They 
were each ordered to lie on the table.—]t 
was stated in a message from the lords, | 
that their lordships had agreed to the Cale. 
donian canal bill, and several others, with. 
ovt any amendment.—Their lordships also 
requested, by message, that this hon. house 
would furnish them with a copy of the mi- 
nutes of the proceedings, and the evidence 
before the committee appointed to consider 
of the state of circulation in Ireland and the 
course of exchange between this count 
and that for some time past. Ordered, and 
a copy sent up.—Mr. Foster brought up a 
bill for regulating the price of corn exported 
and imported to and from England and Ire. 


-land. Read a first time, and ordered to be 
| read a second time to-morrow.—Mr. D, 


Browne moved for copies of the returns 
made under the army of reserve act in Ire. 
land, specifying each county and town; and 
also the numbers that may have deserted, as 
far as. the same can be made up. Ordered. 
—Mr. Huskisson moved for legve to brin 
in a bill to enable the commissioners of hi 
Majesty's treasury to issue exchequer bills to 
a sufficient amount to answer the amount 
of that part of the supply voted for the ser 
vice of the year 1804. Granted.—The pa- 
pers formerly moved for by Mr. haf 
from the county of Bamff, were present 
at the bar, and afterwards ordered to be 
printed. 
(Cownrerrsir Bitt.]—Mr, 
Sturges Bourne moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to prevent the counterfeiting of silver 
coins, called dollars, issued by the bank of 
England, and also of Irish tokens, and to 
seile the circulation of such base coin 
om the one country to the other. fe 
Mr. Princep said, he would take some — 
future opportunity of stating his objections 
to such‘a bill, as he did not approve of any 
coin being allowed to be in circulation 
but what-had been coined at his Majesty's 
mint. 
Mr. S. Bourne assured the hon, member 
that-the provisions of the ‘bill would suffi- 
ciently obviate his objections. Leave granted, 
(Prize Acency — Mr. Jarvis 
proposed to postpone the second, reading of 
this bill, to this day se’nnight; and, if bis 
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‘Majesty's ministers should not then be pre- 


pared to meet the discussion of the subject, 
and to offer such amendments as, in their 
view of it, might render the measure effi- 
cient to its object, considering the lateness 
of the sessions, he should not be disposed to 


Ke prs the further progress of it then, unless 


x¢ should perceive it to be the decided 
sense of the-house ; and that the postpone- 
ment of the question might be likely to pro- 
duce a better effect, than to exhaust the 
time of the house. 

Mr. Dickinson, janr. expressed consider- 
able satisfaction at the course the hon. gent. 
had taken, as certainly the bill did appear 
to him to contain many parts which were 
‘objectionable, and if it was to pass at all, 
would require several alterations. 
~ Sir W Elford also said a few words 
against the principle of the bill. - 

Admiral Berkeley said, he was extremely 
glad that the bill had gone off; it was a bill 
by no means called for by the navy, but 
‘which, on the contrary, was almost univer- 
sally condemned by it. There was one part 


of it in particular, which appeared to him 


introduced for no useful purpose, and which 


“he must call an errant job. 


Sir C. Pole ‘said, that it was known to all 
the navy that great mi-chiefs did result from 
the manner of paying prize money. In- 
stead of acting as a boon to the sailors, it 
‘was now rather a cause of discontent, and 
pethaps did more mischief than good. It 
was to remove these discontents and to re- 
medy these mischiefs that the bill was in- 
tended, and he really knew no part of it 


‘that was meant as a job. However, he 


thought it was now in good hands, when in 
the hands of his Majesty's ministers, 


Dr. Laurence stated, that he thought it 


was an extraordinary indulgence in the 


house to admit such a report as that which — 


had been presented, to lie upon their table. 

_ The Advocate General spoke an the same 

pe and, after some further explanation, 
e order was postponed according to the 


terms of the motion. 


{Appitionat Force ~The 
Chancelior of the Exchequer moved the or- 


bil of the day for the third reading of this. 


Col. Eyre said, that when this bill was 


first brought forward, it did appear to him - 


to contain principles so extremely hostile to 
the constitution of the country, that he was 
anxious the house should reject such a dan- 

rous innovation; but one of the clauses 


_ Which had been introduced yesterday, had 
aitered it so much, that his chief objection 


Was greatly removed, though he thought it 
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still very exceptionable. He was not, how- 
ever, 80 unreasonabié as to expect that a 
great plan of defence could possibly be de- 
vised, that would be deemed totally unob. 
jectionable. As the sense of the house had. 
ak been taken upon it, he would nosy 
now throw any thing in the way of its fu- 
ture progress. He deprecated the principle - 
of joining in opposition, in order to remove 
any man, or set of men, in whom he consi- 
dered himself bound to put confidence.— 
Such a mode of procedure had a very perni- 
cious effect, as we had already witnessed, 
by forcing from his Majesty’s councils, a rt.” 
hon. gent. (Mr. Addington), who at once 
possessed the confidence of bis Sovereign, 
and that of the people ; and:owing to whose 
vigorous exertions our force had been raised . 
beyond all former precedent, for the pur- 
pose of strengthening our constitution, and 
enlarging our liberties. 
Mr. T. Grenville said, he had been pre- 
vented from giving any opinion during the 
past stages of the bill by an accidenta! indis- 
position, which had prevented him from at- 
tending 1o the discussions that had taken. 
place, as regularly as he should’ have other- 


- wise wished. The same reason would then 


prevent him from dwelling upon the subjeet 
at any length, particularly as the objections 
that had been urged against the measure had 
been hitherto’ unanswered So little bad 
the supporters of the bill advanced of sound | 
reasoning against the arguments that had 
been urged against it, that it appeared to 
him unnecessary to add any thing to objec- 
tions so forcibly urged and so insufficiently 
answered. Whatever, therefore. might have 
been his opinion of the efficiency of the 
measure, he showld have contented himself 
with saying a few words on the present oc- 
casion on that subject. A different topic 
however had been introduced into the dis- 


‘cussions on the question, which had a direet 


reference to expressions supposed to have 
been used either by himself, or by those con- 
nected with him in this bouse and in ano- 
ther place. He confessed that it appeared 
to him a necessary duty not to pass over in 
silence the reference to such expressions, 
and he begged leave to observe, that, though 
he felt it an urgent duty to offer a few words 
on thaf subject to the house, he bad never 
on any former occasion, since he had the 
honour of a seat in that house, felt mure em- 
barrassment than he did at that moment. 
His embarrassment arose trom the nature of 
the topics to which he had adverted; involv- 
ing allusions personal to himself, or to those 
connected with him, which must always be. 
to.him. ‘What had been considered 
3B2 
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difficult by his rt. hon. relative (the chan- 
vcellor of the exchequer), in the discussion 
.of ye:terday, appeared to him impossible ; 
ard though he could not impute what had | 
‘fallen. fiom his rt. hon. friend on that occa- 
sion to wilful misrepresentation, he felt that 
it} was calculated to place him and _ those 
connected with him, in a state of self con- 
-tradiction, which he could not. reconcile 
with their opinions of the state of the-coun- 
-try,.cr of the remedies for the dangers and 
difficulties with which it was threatened. He 
was pot disposed to cavi] about the precise 
words he might have used on a former occa- 
sion ; but he was confident that when it had 
formerly fallen to his lot to express the very 
shigh-estimation in which he held the talents 
and abilities of his rt. hon. relation, no ex- 
pression had ever escaped him or any one 
;connected with him, nor had it ever entered 
into their imaginations, that it was possible 
-.for them ‘so’ to look at the situation of the 
country as to suppose, that the accession of 
-any single individual to the administration, 
whatever might be his talents or abilities, 
swould be sufficient to work the salvation of 
the country, The expressions that had been 
con that occasion used were, that when the 
‘situation of the country called for a strong, vi- 
»gorous, and efficient administration, as much 
tof the talents, abilities and character of the’ 
‘country aspossible, should be included in it, 
and though he had never supposed that such 
expressions could have. been urged against 
chim, or against the claim of the country for 
the formation of such’ an administration, as 
savould be most suited to meet its difficulties, 
vand provide for its ultimate security and suc- 
~cess; he had: never «sed any words inconsist- 
‘entwith such a view of the situation of affairs; 
-and however highly he was disposed to esti- 
emate the merits and talents of his rt. hon. rela- 
tion, however apxiously and earnest'y he 
shad expected to have an administration 
«formed on sych principles, under such su- 
“perintendance and influence, he could never 
-suppose expressions directed to such an ob- 
‘ject inconsistent with his high estimation of 
‘those talents, It was with pain and regret 
that he felt bimself under the necessity of 
adverting to this subject, so personal to 
chimself and his conpexions; but he felt, 
“however, a bigher motive for regret, be- 
cause he found, that whatever public objects 
she, and» his: friends »might have proposed, 
whatevericlaims the country might have had 
“for the formation of a strong, vigorous, and 
-able administration, the conduct and system 
his rtwhon. relation was calculated to de-. 
“prive them. of the means of accomplishing 
that most desirable Ubjectiin the present pe- 
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tilous and alarming times. In what he 


urged, he ,had felt himself actuated by a. 


-true sense of what was due to his own cha« 
racter, and to the characters of those who 
acted with him, in order to shew that there 
‘was no contradiction in their conduct, and 
that it was not inconsistent with their Past 
professions, . Impressed with such sentj. 
ments, therefore, it,was not without un. 
easiness he saw his rt, hon. relative ing 
situation in which he. could not view him 
but with pain aod regret.—The rt. hon, 
gent. then, observed, that he shou!d -not 
weaken the objections that had already been 
‘$0 powerfully urged against the bill, by ats 
tempting to enforce them. Though there 
were some objecijons into which he did not 
enter entirely, there were others that had 
appeared to him fatal to the measure, whith 
had never even the appearance of an.ap. 
-Swer; one of these he begged briefly to 
notice, namely, that this measure would 
create.a premium against the regular re.’ 
cruiting. After dwetling shortly on this 
objection, the rt, bon, member concluded 
with giving his dissent to the measure. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer said 


had been necessar.ly led to the topics ad- 


verted to, bythe allusions which a noble 


lord opposite (lord Temple) now ip.his 


place, had made personally to him. . He had 
touched on these topjcs, not with any design 
of interfering with the opinion which any 
individual might have, as to what would be 
the best kind of govt. for the country, and 
that which he would wish to see established, 
What he did allude to was, not merelya 
sentiment of what was desirable, butya 
known intention of the noble lord, and those 
who thought with him, marked by an ex- 
cessive partiality towards him, of which he 
was highly unworthy. In speaking of the 
govt. that then existed, which they.charag- 
terised as inefficient, he had understood it 4s 
the express sense of the noble lord and his 
friends, that his being placed at the head 
of his Majesty's. govt. would be a circum- 
stance that would remove in their minds, 
every objection to it. He cou!d not speak 
precisely as to the words, but he was so cleat 
as to this being the sense of what was. said, 
that unless the rt. hon. gent. had contrat 
ed it, he would still have believed it. ,He 
only wentioned this to account for his think- 
ing it very extraordinary that the noble lord 


and his. friends, should, after the extensive, 


change, ip which he had been called upon 
by his Majesty to act a leading part, adopt 
a conduct so different from the language he 
then understood them to hold, that they 
should think such a change, and the shaye 
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then opposed, would be a sufficient reason 


of. Whatever room there might be to ima- 
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- end he was persuaded the rt, hon. gent. 
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he had in it, such as to call for a systematic 
opposition to the govt. to which he had sup- 
osed them so pledged, and that they shou!d 
eas commenced that opposition at the very 
outset. If he misunderstood the expres- 
sions, he withdrew his opinion upon them; 
but what he founded his observations upon 
-was clear in the recollection of the house. 
_Mr. Grenville, in explanation, said, to 
the best of his recollection, he, and others 
nearly connected with him, had expressed 
the very high opinion which they had ever 
entertained of his rt. hon. friend. But it 
could never be supposed, that they meant 
to have gone the length of saying, that the 
single circumstance of his rt. hon. friend 
being madea_ part of the govt., which he 


to them to desist from their opposition, 

,, Earl Temple said, that whatever might be 
the conceptions of his rt. hon. relation (Mr. 
Pitt) or the conceptions of any of his friends, 
he must, for bimself, disavow having ever 
mode use of any such expression, or having 
‘ever entertained such a sentiment, However 
great the respect was which he had for the 
tt..hon gert.’s talents, however attached to 
him by friendship, still he never supposed 
that merely his introduction into a govt. 
which he had opposed as fundamentally and 
radically bad, could give him a confidence 
jn that administration. It would be in the 
recollection of the house, that when he made 
use of the expression, the rt. hon. gent. was 
asupporter of the govt. which he bad since 
opposed, and which he was now at the bead 


give, from a confidence in the exertion of 
pis rt; hon. friend’s great talents, that this 
ovt. was of much greater value than the 
he could not, though he allowed 
there was accession of talent, see much con- 
solation in a change, which was confined to 
a single individual. 
_. The Chancellor of the Exchequer in ex- 
planation said, he referred to what had been 
said by those nearly connected with the no- 
ble lord, and not particularly to any thing 
that had been, said by him. 
Mr. Windham, though not himself in- 
cluded, could not feel indifferent to the 
accusation brought against those with whom 
_he was nearly connected, If he had been a 
party to the expressions which were made 
the grounds of the accusation, as he was 
-not, (and.as. he might now be allowed to 
say he was glad. that he was not,) he should 
Mot wish any further defence than the very 
grave, temperate, and dignified explanation 
which had been given byyhis hon. friend : 
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opposite would not persist in affizing to 
those expressions any sense, which, it» was 
deciared by the authors, they were not meant 
toconvey. There were different cules of 
construction for different subjects: penal: 
statutes were to be construed strictly: but 


‘he never. heard that the same principle was 


to be applied to compliments and effusions 
of friendship. —He came now to the 
sideration of the bill, on which, though be 
agreed that the matter was probably decided; — 
though after the frequent discussions andlong 
sittings he could not suppose that. the house 
was disposed to hear much more npop the 
subject, he could not forbear offering some 
further observations, merely to disburthen 
his mind, and to mark to the. last his feel- 
ings against a measure so pregnant, as he 
conceived, with mischief. pointste 
which he should advert were such ashad 
either been overlooked, or at least, not suf 
ficiently pointed out. And the first remark 
to he made was on the manner in which 
this measure had been brought forward. 
When a new military system: was about to 
be established, the natural course of pro- 
‘ceeding was to take a comprehensive view 
of the whole of our military torce at that 
time subsisting. Of this force jt was “net 
natural that a part should be omitted, «& 
considerable io itself, and certainly so 
siderable in our estimation, as that of the vo- 
Juoteers. When these had been duly con- 
sidered, some information might perhaps 
have been expected as to the numbers and 
situation of our regular army; s species of 
force which, however overlooked jn aj} ovr 
late military arrangements, had in other 
times been thought to be of some acemunt. 
In fact, both }hese and every other partof 
oor force required to be distinetly in oar 
view, before we could possibly say either 
what was necessary or what was practicable; 
how far the measures proposed were con- 
sistent with those already adopted ; or what 
alterations were requisite in order to prevent 
the several parts of the system from inter: 
fering with, and defeating each éther. ‘With 
respect to the volunteers, those, it was trae, 
who thought of that force as he might be 
suspected of doing, might -not ‘regret 
the effect which the present measure 
must infallibly have upon them, and which 
could be nothing less than to withdraw one 
of the main principles by which they had 
hitherto been held together, Though many 
of the volunteers had engaged apon other 
motives, it could not. be questioned: that 
numbers had entered with a view to the 
exemption. Upon all these the effect of 


the present measure would be that of a sen- 
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tence of dissolution. It would operate like 


 thevsun upon the wings of Icarus. The 
wax would be melted, and down the corps 


must» fall, In saying. this it must not be 
suppos<d that he was so confounding things, 
as to canceive, that by rendering exemption 
useless only by rendering it unnecessary, 
the present measure had done an injury to 
the volunteers, - Unquestionably their con- 
dition was not made worse, merely because 
that of others was rendered bettgy. He 
spoke only of its practical effects. “ At - the 
same time he must say, that there was some- 
thing a }ittle ludicrous, as well as not quite 
decorous with respect to the house, in suf- 
fering the volunteers to strut away with a 
ful! persuasion, that they were enjoying a 
most; valuable privilege, while those who 
were in the secret, not being indeed the 
members Of this house, knew that a measure 
was in agitation which wouid render the 
whole of this supposed privilege a mere de- 
lasion, or, what was vulgarily called, a dite. 


So much for the connexion of the present — 


measure with the volunteers. With respect 
te the regular army, the connexion was, if 
possible; still closer; So close was it in- 
deed, that it was impossible satisfactorily to 
give -an opinion on the present measuré 
without knowing previously what was done 
and proposed to be done with respect to the 
army. If any ove was asked, whether it 
was right to have an intermediate force, 
such.as-was now proposed, he must say, tell 
me first, what you mean to do with your 
army, andon what footing service there is 
to be put: according to the regulations there 
introduced,, will be the necessity of having 
- @foree of this description at all, or of mo- 
delling it-in such and such a manner. All 
these previous inquiries, however, the hon. 
guthor of. the present plan seemed to think 
pa only.useless but injurious. He studious- 
yand indastriously avoided them. So 
earnest was he.to separate fram this question 
eny mention of the volunteers, that all 
which related to that system was forcibly 
and violently thrust out of the house, pushed 
off the stage by bead and shoulders, in order 
that it might be clearly removed before the 
present measure made: its appearance. In 
like manner, till this measure was done 
with, nothing was torbe said about the plans 
that were in agitation for the army. The 
hon. seemed-to be afraid of distracting 
the aitention of the bouse, by bringing be- 
fore them too many objects at once. It was 
not a.question of the rule laid down for the 
old comedy, Ne quarta logui persona la- 
boret : he was so apprehensive of crouding 
his scene, so fearful lest his characters should 
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have ‘any thing to say to one another, that he 
would never suffer more than one to be upon 
the stage at a time: his whole picce was 4 


continued soliloquy. If such was the man 
ner in which this measure was brought fon 
ward, with a view to the means afforded fop 
estimating its merits, an equal objection 
might be made on the score of time, and of 
the little notice which the house had had 
of the sort of measore which it was meant 
to submit to them. ‘Fill within a few da 


being made, not an idea was entertained 
that the plan about to be proposed, was a 
other'than that which had been opened 
the hon. gent. some months before. Itw 


_when the cartain was actually drawn up, 
that the manager stept forward (without ah 
apology) and signified that the whole was 
changed, and that instead of the piece 
which had been announced, we were fo 
have, not, as an hon. and learned friend of 
his had said the’ other night, the good old 
play of the Recruiting Officer, but a strange 
fantastical piece, produced for the occasion, 
and gor op ita hurry, called The Regiment 

Vestry, or, The Recrutiing Church Wardens, 


gress of the counsels could have been that 
gave rise to so happy an idea. It could 
nevet have been formed at once, or ina 

ordinary circumstances, but must have bee 


described in Foote’s farce of the Minor. ‘A 
great day coming “on; the greatest day this 
season. All the world to be there ;—old 
opposition, new opposition, @ vast atten 
dance from the country. Nothing in the 
meanwhile settled. Ballot found to be im 
possible, and no expedient thought of by 
which its place could be supplied.” In this 
situation somebody seems to have conceived 
the idea of a sort of proceeding which 


pulsory; shoald not bea quota, yet should 
be connected with districts and parishes; 
should be a system of recruiting, yet be 
carried on by persons not named by govern- 
ment, though possessing a certain degree of 
authority, and known in the country. ‘I'll be 
hanged,’ says some one, ‘if you don't mean 
recruiting by parish-officers.” The hon. gent. 
seems to have jumped at the hint, and pa- 
rish-officers it has been. The point im- 
portant to be considered was what were 
likely to be the effects of the measure thus 


- happily hit off. Fhe hon. gentlemen here va- 


poured a great deal, and asked triumphantly,, 
what they had to offer by whom the pre- 


“sent measure was objected to? To thisit 


(almost within a few hours) of the motion — 


not till the moment of performance, and — 


It was difficult to conceive what! the pro 


the result of a consultation, such as that ' 


should be neither compulsory nor not com.’ | 
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might be sufficient to answer, that they who * 


sected to a measure were not therefore 
bound to be provided with a better in its 
room. Jt was enough if they could reason- 
ably presume that a better might be pro- 
- vided. But he was willing to go farther, | 
and having frequently stated what bis own 
joeas were, to-compare those ideas with» 
what was now adopted. Your ideas said 
‘the hon, gentlemen are merely negative ; 
they are nothing at all. They would do well 
to ask, before they pressed, that to pick 
were their own plan stripped of its ne- 
gative merits, how much of it would re- 
main? The negative merits of the plan, the 
house would recollect, were all that the hon. 
geatlemen insisied open. The plan was 
good, because it abolished the ballot, because 
it reduced the militia, because it removed 
competition, because it limited the bounties, 
So it certainly was: and so equally, and on 
the very same accounts, was the plan op- 
posed tothem. All the ideas above-enu- 
merated, the hon. gentlemen would recol- 
~ ject, were ours as well as theirs; and, what 
-was not less to the purpose, were ours long 
before they were theirs, and when io truth 
they were made a maticr of reproach to 
those who.held them. There was nothing 
on these points, therefore, in which one 
plan differed from the other, The great 
advantage which we had was, that with us 
all was negative, and that in addition to the 
rest that we got rid of, we got rid of the 
hoa. gentlemen's scheme of fining parishes, 
and recruiting by parish-officers It was 
curious therefore to hear tbe rt. hon. géen- 
tlemen calliug upon us to know what were 
our ideas, and what we had to propose in. 
the room of what we objecied to. We were 
in the situation of a man who, having been 
stripped of all he had, is asked by the rob- 
ber where his money was, Where is my 
money ? he would say: why, in your pocket, 
‘Where were our ideas? why in the hon. 
gent.’s bill He must not be understood to 
mean, however, that in claiming these ideas 
‘for himself and bis hon, friends, he would 
. be willing to take them .such as they had 
now become in the hands of those who had 
lately had possession of them, The hon. 
gent. had made them his own by the manner. 
ain which he had treated them. He must 
say with the Roman, epigrammatist, 
‘Quam recitas meus est, 6 Fidentine, libellas: 

Sed malé cum recitas incipit esse-tuus. 
The.opinion seemed to be, that nothing - 
could be good, that was not attended 
considerable inconvenience. It was like 
the fancy.of some sportsmen, that a gun 
sould mot carry itsshot well, if it did, not 
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the shoulder. The hon. gentlemen could 
not persuade themselves, that means might 
be at once both easy and efficacious. . Their 
notions were those of the countryman who 
came to London to have his tooth draww: 
when the operation had been performed with 
great ease and address, and: he was called 
upon to pay half-a-guinea,—half-a-guinea, 
says he! why, in our town, fora quarter of . 
the money I have been pulled sound the 
room. He wished the hon. géntlemen did 
not despise so much plans which might 


otherwise be good, merely because they did 


not happen to be of great show and bulk, 
did not form a sustum volumen. It was as 
possible fora measure of little display and 
parade to be worth something, as it was for 
one of a contrary description to be good:for 
nothing. Of the latter position the present 
bill would probably furnish an example. 
Nothing was ever worse calculated to-an- 
swer its purpose, in whatever view. it was 
considered, As operating upon the military 
of the country, its. effect would be 
that of wet sand upon a fire. Nothing 
could be devized more injurious to the real 
military feeling of a coantry than a great: 
home-army. To separate military distine- 
tion from danger, was the very-receipt which 
any one would recommend »who wished to - 
enfeeble and relax the respect felt for the 
profession and character of a soldier. Bat 
setting aside these more .general considera- 
tions, and viewing the measure merely with 
reference to its more direct ebjects, and .as 
a means of obtaining men, it was in-his.opi 
nion hardly less objectionable. The partof 
the population of the country who could be 
induced at all to engage in military life, 
might be distinguished into three classes, 
viz, those who would enter into.a militia or 
home-army, if such existed, but .»weuld 
-no case be prevailed upon to engag= ‘for ge- 
neral service; those who would:engage for 
general service, were the opportunity ,atford- 
ed them, but would otherwise not enter:at 
all ; 1a class less numerous probably than the 
tormer, but by no means 0 ‘little sas was 
commonly supposed,, and thirdly, these who 
‘being bent at all events upon a:military life, 
would enter as soldiers in one way or another, 
‘into the.regular army,. if there were no other 
species of force, or among the troops for 


home service, if there «were no such thing 


asa, regular army. It:was meant :to ibe 
contended, that by having..a: force .of 
descriptions, more‘men would not be gained 
than af the choice were limited: to: cither 
service separately, This must of necessity 
be so, if men: were found under each of the 
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Classes above enumerated But the ques- 
‘tion was, in which way would more men 
“be gained to the’ regular army? And here 
it was evident, that im the first instance the 
‘comparison was wholly against us. Those 
‘who would eogage for regalar service, and 
in no other, we should have on either sup-, 
-position. Those whom nothing could in- 
duce to engage in regular service, we must 
with respect to the regular service be de- 
prived of on either supposition. But of 
those who being determinzd to become sol- 
diers, would at all events engage in one ser- 
vice, whatever that mizht be, were the 
ether not offered to their choice, al] who 
would now ‘engage in home service, of 
whom the number could not be considered 
-as small, would be so much clear loss. While 
“we gained ip number of men, we should 
‘lose in number of real soldiers. This was 
strictly the result of the comparison of the two 
-cases, namely, that of our having a regular 
army only, ora regular army combined with 
“such a one as was now proposed,—with re- 
spect to all those who should’ enter at any 
‘one time, All the men who should so enter 


must be found in one or other of the classes 
above enumerated, But he would not dis- 
semble, meaning to argue the question per- 
tectly fairly, that a further advantage was 
proposed by this plan, namely, that of 


changing one of these classes gradually into 
another, and of converting those who ori- 
ginally would have consented only to serve 
at-home into persons who would engage for 
‘general service. By témpting them into the 
urmy at first upon easier terms, it was 
‘thought that habit would do the rest, and 


that they would be led finally to engage | 


their services to the full extent required. 
- This, undoubtedly, in many instances would 
happen, though less generally probably than 
_ seemed. to be supposed ; because it must not 
be inferred, that those who might be in- 
duced to extend their term would necessarily 
-be inclined to change their service. But 
vagainst this number, whatever it might be, 
must be set off, in whole or in part, those, 


who being originally decided against general | 


service might, by degrees, have been Jed to 
engage in it, if a service of another kind 
had not interposed’to intereept their incli- 
nations, and finally te fix their choice for 
home-service only. At ali events, he must 
enter his protest against the conclusion, that 
all who entered into the army from the 
army of reserve, were persons whonr the 
army of reserve had. been the means of 
ocuring. Woinfereice could be so com- 
pletely false. 1f the bounties had been ar- 
need, as every one must have expested | 
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“that they would, namely, so that the bouy. 
ty for the army of reserve, joined to that for 
‘removing from thence into the regular army, 
should have been equal, or somewhat in. 
ferior to that which was given for entering 
into the line at once, there might have been 
some ground, though’ far from a conclusive 
one, for that argument. But in the 
present case, where more was to be got by | 
entering the army through the medium.of 
the army of reserve than by enlisting as a 
soldier at once, nothing but complete ig. 
norance or thoughilessness could prevent 
men from taking that course. Who would 
not be willing to make that little circait for 
the sake of that additional advantage ? Men 
for ever went out of their way for the sake | 
of aturnpike where they were to pay: but 
here, with the addition of a safer and easier 
road, was a turnpike at which they wereto — 
be paid! It would be odd, indeed, if this was 
not the route most frequented. Were it 
not so, the only possible reason which would 
be assigned, was one which would sound 
odd in the mouths of those, who supported — 
this bill, namely, that so strong ‘was the 
preference fur the regular army, that even 
superior profits could not induce men, though 
only for a short time, to enter into any othet 
species of service. How this came to be | 
so settled, it was hardly possible to com 
ceive, It would really seem, as if it were 
done with a view to blinding the publicas 
to the effect of the measure. All that came 
from the army of reserve, it was meant to 
‘state, he supposed, in evidence of the benefit 
of this system: and as it was plain that 
‘nothing could go out of the army of reserve 
that had not been previously in it, the 
more was drawn into that repository, the 
-greater might seem the advantages that had 
been derived from it. They bribed met 
into the army of reserve, in order that mort 
might be seen to comeout it. They offered 
‘a premium to those who should take this 
circuitous .course, and thereby defraud, in 
the very first instance, the very service 
that was proposed to be the great object of 
the measure. He ‘was glad to make these 
; observations beforehand, that they might not 
be thought hereafter to be contrived for the 
occasion, when they should be told ttt 
umphantly of the great number of mem that 
had entered from the afmy of reserve, 
These’ were among the reasons, why 
thought the measure not likely to be ver 
effectual for its porpose. But a learn 
gent. (the attorney general) had discovered, 
| that if the measure was likely to’be nef 
ficient, it could not consistently be accused, 
| at the same time, of being vexatious, Fot 
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his part, nothing seemed more intelligible, 
than that these. two properties should go 
together. 
opinion, whemaccording to a well knowo 
formula, its committees were directed to find 
whether the petition referred to them had 
pot been frivolous and vexatious. Here the 
conditions were not only compatible, bat 
the one was commonly a consequence of the 
other. There was often no better way to 
#show a cause to be vexatious, than to show 
that it was frivolous. In the present in- 
stance, the ibference held both ways. Not 
souly might the present measure justly be 
described as having both the one and the 


other of the properties in question, but they . 


were dependent mutually oa each other ; 
the measure was vexatious because it was 
frivolous, and frivolous because it was vex- 
atious. The former position was easily in- 
telligible ; and the latter would be so upon 
va little reflexion, when it was considered 
how much of the effect of any law. depend- 
ed upon the reception which it met with in 
the public feeliag. Of this a striking proof 
was to be found in the army of reserve bill. 
That measure was actually brought to’a 
stand by the growing- repugnance of the 
country to submit to its further progress, 
It was not that the couotry was absolutely 
exhausted ; that men were literally no longer 
tobe had. Jf that had been the case, what 
would become of our present hopes? It 
was that the sense of the couutry rose so 
strongly against the vexation and imconve- 
nieace of the measure, that the execution of 
it could no lenger go on. ‘The same fate 
might well be apprehended for the present 
bill, The feeling of its vexatiousness, and 
the conviction of its inefficiency, would 
soon arm the public mind against it. Among 
its numerous evils, one was the encourage- 
ment it would give to the system of crimp- 
ing. To cail for recruiting from church- 
wardens and overseers, was to lay down the 
» Tule that the business mast be done by de- 
paty; and who would the deputies of the 
church-wardens aod overseers be but 
crimps ? This was a further proof of the 
effect of the bill, not only in.preducing eviis, 
but evils the very same with those which it 
affected to cure,—consequences the very op- 
posite of those which it professed to have 
in view, 
army: it began, at least, by drawing men 
away from the regular.army, It was to 
abolish crimping : the effect could hardly 
fail to be a great increase of the practice of 
crimping. It was to lower bounties: it 
might not, to be sure, carry the bounties 
quite to the exhorbi:ant. amount to which 
Vou, II. 


This house was certainly of that | 


It.was to get men for the regular | 
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they had risen. under the quota snd army 
of reserve bills, but it established. bounties 
higher than had ever before been given” by 
government, and which would, moreover, 
be increased in practice beyond the sums at 
which they were established. . This was 
probably the only fruit that we should de- 
rive from the measure. ‘he parishes would 
get no men; but they would completely 
establish a rate of bounty which we should 
enjoy for ever after.. It was the somnium 
latronis, the thict’s dream: we thovght. to 
have men, and we should find nothing but 
expense: we caught at a purse, aud we 
grasped a halter.— Other evils there were 
of a subordicate kind, and some of them of 
such.a nature, that the sense of the evil was 
lost, in a great measure, in the ridicule, 
The whole fonctiors of life were so con- 
founded and blended in this curious system, 
that while half of oar lawyers were becons+ 
ing soldiers, all ouy soldiers must become 
lawyers. One of our principal generals had 
bcea for sometime past the attorney-gen¢- 
tal. Instead ot sending our young men to 
join their regiments, immediately upon their 
removal from the college at Wycombe, we 
should give them the ran of a few months 
at one of the ions of court ; that they might 
take io their law, and be instracted in theit 
profession under the various heads of ser- 
vice, of quarter sessions, mectings of ceputy 
lieutenauts, and correspondences with pa- 
rish-vfficers. Burn’s Justice and the Charch- 
warden’s Vade mecum, would be as neces- 
sary to young officers as the Field Engineer, 
or Adjuiant’s Assistant, or any of the cle- 
mentary treatises, to which their studies had 
hitherto been coufined. Great pains had 
been taken to compare this measure with 
the army of reserve, sometimes for the pur- - 


pose of assuming the merits. cf that measure, 


at other times for the sake of an advantageous 
contrast. But n0 comparison could be made 
between them. They stood on entirely dis- 
tinct grounds, No greater distinction need 
be sought, than that the one was temporary, 
the other permanent. If such was the dis- 
tinction between this and the army of re- 
serve, a dificrence not less marked, would 
be found between the measure in its present 


- shape and that in which it appeared, when 


it was first annoonced, and when the ballot 
was included in it. It seemed as if being 
@ military measure, gentlemen thought it 
fair to employ it for the purpose of a stra- 
tagem of war. They had therefcre used it 
as a masked battery, and heid fonb the idea 
of the ballot, which they afterwards with- 
drew, to bring forward the real attack of 
fines and penalties. The rt. hoo. gent. con~ 
3C 
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eluded with expressing a hope, that a mea-— 


sure so destructive and 


ruinous would be 
reconsidered. 


~ The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in ex- | 
planation, declared that the rt. hon. gent. | 


spoke in a total misapprehension of the 
= which he had on a former occasion 
etailed to the house. 

the wit, humour, and sarcasm, as well as 
invective, with which the rt. hon. gent. op- 
posed this measure, it was the very same in 
principle which he had before stated to the 
house. He would assert that he had ex- 
pressly proposed recruiting by parishes. 


Mr. Fox asserted that theré was as much 


difference in the application of the principle 
as described inthe rt. hon. gent’s. outline, and 


as.contained in this bill, as there was between - 


light and darkness. —- 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer repeated 
his former opinion as to the parishes. 


Mr. Fox pointed out the difference he be- 


fore alluded to, between the first proposition 

of ‘the rt. hon. gent. and the present bill, as 
_ in the one case the recruits were to be raised 

by the parish for-the parish, whereas by this 

bill they were to'be raised by the parish for 

' Lord De Bilaguiere rose to address the 


house ; but the questiqn béing loudly called 


for, it was put accordingly, and the bill was, 
without a division, read a third ‘time and 
passed.— Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, June20. 


Tighe’s divorce: bill. 


went through a committee, and was ordered 
to -be reported.—The Aylesbury election bill, 
after a few words from the Lord Chancel- 
jor, who characterised it as unjust, illegal, 


and unconstitutional, was read a third time. 


and passed.—'The additional force bill, and 
several other bills, were brought yp from 
the Commons, and. read.a first'tithe.—On 
the additional force bill being read, Lord 
Camden moved, that it be printed, with 
the view, should printed copies be on the 
table of the house on Friday, of its bein 

read a second time on Monday. —Their 
lordships were accordingly ordered to be 
summoned for Monday.——Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
IFednesday, June 20. 
[Minures.J—A new. writ was ordered 
to be issued for the election member to 


serve in parliament for Bridgewater, in. the 
room vf Jefferys Asien, Esq. who has ac- 


Notwithstanding all 
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cepted the Chiltern Hundreds.—Mr. Alex. 
ander brought up the report-of the con. 
mittee on the Irish linen manufacture regg. 
lation bill. Ordered to be read a thirdting 
to morrow.—T he Scotch additional defence 
bill was recommitted, several amendments 
made, and the report ordered to be received 
to-morrow.—The bill to prevent the coun: 
| terfeiting of dollars and tokens was brought 
up, read a first, and ordered to be read-a 
second time on Friday next; and to bee 
- printed. 
[Sorway. Fisheries Brry.]—Sir Wik 
liam Pulteney moved the order of the day 
for the second reading of the Solway fisheries 
| bill. On the question being put, | 
Gen. Gascoyne opposed it on the grounds 
that it was a gross attack on private pro. 
perty. A gent. who had made-a fortune by 
his own industry, purchased the estate where 
this fishery lay from the noble family of 
Anvandale. While it was in the possession’ 
of that family, this question had never been 
thought of. After some other observations, 
he concluded by contending that this was 
a point for a court of law to decide, and not 
for parliament. ‘Ihe loss of the ‘private 
property could not in this bill be made up 
by a compensation, as no such thing was 
claimed in the preamble. 
The Speaker observed, that it was per 
fectly competent to a committee to leavea 
clause for compensation, whether any thin 


not. 


r.to the major general, ‘that no private pro- 
perty was here invaded. The method of 
fishing practised by the gent. alluded to, was 
illegal, and ought, for the good of the 
neighbouring country, to be pet: an_end to. 
He hoped, therefore, the house would fairly 
consider the quéstion, and not be carried 
away by the loudness of the major general's 
voice. 


enable the house to form a proper judg: 
ment of the merits of the question, as the 
two-hon. gent. had just-spoken differed 
so widely, thata commtittee to take the sub- 
ject under consideration was the only means 
of coming at the truth. < 

Mr. Creevey thovght the court of session 
everviway comp-tent to give redress, if any 
was neces:aty. He thought the bon. bart. 


ty was certainly injured by this bill. If the 
fishery in question was destroyed, some of 
the fish might come into the nets of the bon, 


of that sort was claimed in the preamble or 


|. Sir W. Pulteney contended, in opposition — 


Mr. Hurst maintained the necessity’ 
|.of going into the committee, in order to — 


had not mace out hiscase, for private proper- ” 


bart., but the country would be norhing the * 
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petter for if, for the hon. bart.” would not 
seit them cheaper than others would do. 
He therefore moved, as an amendaient, 
that the bill be read a second time this day 
3 months.—The hose then divided on the 
question, that the bill be sow read a second 
time, ‘when theré appeared, for the bill 56, 
against ‘it 74. The bill was consequently 
lost Majority of Fs. 

BunGer.] — The house having 
resolved itself into a committee of ways 
and meats, Mr. Alexander in the chair, 

Mr. Foster, pursuant to his notice, rose ‘to 
cali the attention of the committee to the 
state of the finances of Ireland, and to the 
remediés he proposed to recommend for the 
deficiencies existing therein. It had fallen 
to his lot i# the late parliament to represent 
to the house that the revenues of that coun- 
try wete in a rapidly decaying and decreasing 
state, and he had on that occasion prognos- 
ticdted that they would not become bétter. 
Experience has verified the prediction ; for 
so far from being better, they were actually 
ina worse state, as would appear from a 
statement of the amount of the Irish debt 
at different periods. Ia the year 1793, 
the natienal debt of Ireland amounted to 
2;400;000I.; in 1800, the year before the 
union, it amounted to 25,000 0001.; last 
year to 43,000,0001. and 0,500;0001. had 
been added to it in the course of the present 
year, which made it nearly 53,000.000I. If 
England was to increase her debt in propor- 
tion to that sum, according to the settled 
rates of doties in each country, the sum of 
that increase would amount to 64,000,000). 


But it was evident that England did not in-. 


crease her debt this year to any such amount. 
If the due proportion, therefore, was not 
kept up, and if Ireland continuéd to acca: 
mulate a mitch larger debt than she should 
do, according to thé rate of debt accumulat- 
edin England, it was plain that the former 
‘country was going upon ‘a system wholl 
rainots; and oue which it required t 
whole enérgy of persons cotinéctéd with 
Treland'to stop to. Parliament might 
propose an equalization’of taxes, and a cone 
‘solidétion of the accounts of both countries 
tin the progress Ireland woukd foutid’ 
be increasing her burdens’ fit “beyoud’ 
what Great incteased’ Wers, 
the worst circumstance of all that belonged’ 
tothis ruinous system was; that thé govt. of 
Trelahd was borrowing’ motiey Sut of the 
country; and by that méans, not’ only 
created absehtee debts, dnd absentee taxes, 
but was by all the she’ 
Forsessed, of her exports, and 
thinishing het imparts. - White she was able 


a, 
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to raise money, by loans in G. Britain, évéry’” 
exertion towards accomplishing these great” 


causes of national wealth was taken away. ° 


But the debt so raised, had a still worse’ 
tendency ; it had the effect of diminishitg’ 
that revenue, that should’ pay the inte- 
rest of it. Ireland was in as bad a staté’ 
with regard to hef revemues, as her debt,” 
It was also an effect of the ‘increase of the’ 
debt, that the ordinary revenues to. pay thé’ 
interest of it weré on the decline, In the” 
year 1800, the amount of the ordinary re-_ 
veriue was 2,800,0001. when the debt was 
but 25,000,000I.; last year the revenue was 
2,789,0001., 16,0001: less than the year be-' 
fore the union, and the debt of Ireland was’ 
at present 53,000,000]. Bet assuming the 
uet produce of the ordinary, revenue at 
2,800,000!., the’ amount of interest “and” 
charges to be defrayed theréout ‘was 
2,500 000I., so that scarcely 300,000!. would: 
remain to be applied to the joint charge of 
the empire, the proportion of which ‘that’ 

had fallén upon Ireland in the present year 
had amounted to 4,000,000!. ‘But the pros- 
pect was evén worse, for it appeared that 
the revenue had decreased sinte Jan. in the 
proportion of from 2 to 300,0001.; and if it 
Were to continue to diminish in the same 
ratio to the end of the year, there would 
remain nothing for the joint charge, and 
Ireland’ would be, in that réespéct, as a blank’ 


sheet of paper. If such were the situation 


of the country, a8 to its finances, he put it 


to the representatives of Ireland, all of 


whom, now in London, he was happy to see. 


in their places, whether the best and fairest 


propertiés. The good” ‘effeéts of 
_ operation of the gentledieh Wirh” the govt. 


would not to look these difficulties 
in the face, and to etideavour to raise a rée- 
venue, without oppréssing trade or mariu- 
factures, so as to keep pace with, he should 
not say, the sister country, but with this 
part of their country. The first means of 
assisting ‘the revenue would depend upon 
the exertions of the gentlemen of Ireland fo 
prevent private distilféfies ; the: effect of 
which’ would be to augthent the revenue, ‘so 
that whoever might be the futuré cHancellor 
of the exchequer should be under a ne- 
éessity of resorting to a direct’ tax theit 


was évident ftom the “advantages ‘that had 
réstilted from it, with réspéct to & proposi- 


he had hiciself thade‘in') 783, of equali- 


sig the revénue to the expenditure. ‘In 
consequence, tro addition bad been ‘niadé to 
the debt of Treland’from 1786 to 1764;° the 


first year ‘of last'war, Murch depended ba! 


the ‘exertions of gentléinéd’ themselves 


-créatea révénue'for thé péace 
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whatever taxes should be necessary for the » 
sypport of the war would be the subject for 


future consideration. The incidents over 
and above salaries and pensions, in 18QQ,: 
‘amounted to 1:06,0001. and the last year to, 
129,000. ‘The revenue had been collected 
for, 10l.,.per cent ; last year.the. 


expense of collection. was 131, per cent.; 


abvses in the collection therefore 
served attention, — Another point that called 


forserious consideration was, .the amount of 


the, balances in the. hands. of. the, collectors, 
Here on the immense yevenve. of [ngland. 
there had been a. balance only of 30 000l. 
in the .hands the collectors last year, 
whereas the balances in Ireland were. nearly 
600,000!.. In 1803 they were 460,000. ; 
in 1804 805000 and this in the hands 
of collectors: now in office. What was in 
arrear from collectors. retired or deceased 
amounted te_120,000I., all to be sued for by 
law, and of doubtful recovery. The balance 
in the hands of the stamp collectors was 
80,0001. ;. the whole amount of the duties 
Qn stamps was only 182,0001., though the 
stamp-office was in Dublin, and the money 
was paid there. The balance in the hands. 
of the postmasters-general was in 1803, 
16,000I.; this year 22,9001.; though the 
whole post-office revenue was only 25,0001. 
The means he. proposed for,aiding the re- 
venue were three; Ist, the assistance of 
the gentlemen of Ireland in the collection of 
the revenue ;. 2d, a reform in the collection; 
and 3d, a decrease, of, expense, which last 
would depend on the govt. here, and the rt. 
hon, the changellor of the exchequer. pear: 
him. He meant to give notice on some fu- 
ture day, of a motion for leave to. bring in 
4 bill to appoint, commissioners, as in. this 
country, to inquire ioto all offices, asd un- 
- til then, he should forbear all comment on 
he subject. .He should now, with leaye of. 
the committee, proceed to state, the nature. 
and extent of the. taxes, he meant to. re- 
commend, which. would affect those large. 
articles of import and inland commerce, 
which with alower duty in 
Treland than ia this country, but he did not, 
mean to raise,the duty to the full of its, 
amount in this country.—The first, article 
he proposed, to place an additional duty.on, 
was wine. The duty ov French wines he 
proposed to raise per ton, to 971..0n. port, 
661. on. madeira, 701, on rhenish, all. 
others, being.an addition of .22]...on. 
French wine, 201. on port, 161. 7s. on ma- 
deira, 221. gs..4..0n thenish, and of 241, 
per tun op. all other wines; this on, the 
average of 7 years, would produce 109,000). 
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| ‘which he proposed to raise from 78.74. per: 
barrel to gs. being a rise of 1s. 5d. which. 
would. produce 63,7501, He proposed 
‘double the existing duties.on tea, which: 
‘would make the whole on black teas $4], 
per cent.; and on the finer sorts 841. 14s, 
and would produce 180,0001. The duty.on; 


“Is. 1$d. per Ib. to 1s, 5d. which, on an: 
average of three years, would -produce 
The duty on home made spirits, 
now 3s. gid. per gallon, was to be raised'to. 
4s, which would yield 41,0001. The duty 
on raw and refined sugar was to be equalised, 
as in this country, the effect of which, 


the former of 35,000, on the latter 3,300], 
All affidavits sworn before magistrates wete, 
subject to a stamp duty, except those. re. 
lating to grand jury presentments for roads,, 
and for charities ; he saw no reason for the. 
exception, and therefore proposed they should, 
also be subject to the stamp duty. Permits! 


stamp, to .vary between 2d. and Is. in pros. 
portion to the value of the article. . The. 
duty of Gl. per cent. on retail importers was. 
_to be revived, which would yield 8,000l.; 
The next and last duty he had to propose: 
would not only assist the revenue, but have 
other beneficial effects, in familiarising the 
Trish people to the English currency, prepa-- 
‘Fatory to some measure for assimilating the 
the currency, of both countries. The duty 
} was to arise from making the whole of the) 
revenues of Ireland payable in English cur-. 
which would yield 290 OOOl. making: 
with the whole of the other additional duties, 
Hehad some propositions tosubmit 


‘regulation of the excise in Ireland, which’ 
would: produce 400,0001. The whole thea, 
to be added to the revenue by actual duty 
and regulation, would amount to 1,253,000l.., 
_ He hoped the Irish gentlemen would bedis 

posed, in the language of the sailor, to: 
give,a long. pull, a strong pull, and a-pull 
| altogether, in order to save the sinking ves~' 
sel of the state,. The rt. hon. gent. obser- 
ved, that. these additions to the revenue 
would not press upon. the trade or manu-' 


tobacco was to be further raiséd from. 


would be toyield an additional revenueon. — 


also. for exciseable goods were to bear a,” 


ata. future opportunity to the house, for the’ 


facturers of the country, nor hurt the feelwi 


ings of the: middle or lower ranks.—He™ 
next proceeded to observe, that although: 


the onion with Ireland. had been now four; 
operation ; and though committees? 
had. been appointed to investigate the joint) 
accounts between, the two.countries, yet to 

' this-hour no balance had been struck toshew! 
how:the countries had been going on, Of; 


next article was malt, the duty.on 


whether, Ireland: was paying more or lest 
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than her quota to the common expense. But 
though ‘ the short remnant: of the session 
might not afford opportunity to produce 
any satisfactory result upon this head; he 
hoped, the commeucement of the next, to 
- have the accounts in such a state of forward- 
ness as to be able to shew a clear statement ; - 
and in the interim, he trasted, a given time 
jn the session would be settled, for bringing 
forward the Irish business, so that the mem- 
bers for that country might have an oppor- 
tuoity and timely notice for attendance. 
He then proceeded to move the first resolu- 
tion. 
oMr. Corry said, he did not-wish to offer 
the least obstacle to the rt. hon. gent.'s pro- 
positions, bat wished nevertheless to make 
observations on a few of the articles that had 
been submitted to the house, and hoped he 
would be justified in doing so by the obser- 
vations he had to offer. He was particu- 
larly: anxious to justify the Irish govt: in 
regard to their manner of condugting and 
collecting the revenue. He did not blame 
the rt. hon. gent. for his anxiety in: this 
Fespect, but he insisted that powers sufficient: 
did already exist for better collecting the re- 
venue. They already had the power, if 
they had the inclination, and even in that 
he thought the present govt. had not failed. 
He was the more anxious to justify that 
govt. as they ‘were absent, aod therefore 
“unable to defend themselves. The arrange- 
ments of the treasury of Ireland had been 
established on the precedency of the treasury 


remained in the hands of collectors. 


He 
thought it necessary, in justification of the 


that might otherwise exist against them, to 
state how this matter actually stood. Large 
balances were frequently suffered to lie in 


govt. of Iréland, and to remove a prejudice 


the hands of collectors for the purpose of © 


convenience, in order the more easily to 
pay those detachments of the army and vo- 
lunteers that happened to be stationed in the 
districts where these collectors were. And 
it frequently happened that money lay in 
their hands, because they could not get goad 
bills to transmit it to govt.; and govt. was 
often obliged to send messengers on purpose * 
for the money. 

“Mr. Francis said, he was by no means sa- 
tisfied with the account of the balances given 
by the rt. hon. gent. who spoke last. The 
rt. hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Foster) had re~ 
presented the balances being left in the hands’ 
of the collectors, as an abuse; the rt. hon.! 
gent. who spoke last, said these balances 
were left in their hands for the purpose of 
paying the army and volunteers. He thought’ 
there must have been some sort of misma- 
nagement somewhere, Ifthe govt. of Ireland 
was not vested with sufficient powers to take’ 
the balances out of the hands of the collec." 
tors, they should have applied to parliament 
tohave obtained them, Jt wasa melancholy’ 
fact to reflect on, that the whole of the re-> 
venue in Ireland was swallowed up in paying © 
the interest of the debt. He was sorry to 
find the rt. bon. gent. had so arduous a task” 


\ 


of this country. . He was glad notwithstand- || to .perform, as’ to raise taxes to such an’ . 


ing that the rt. hon. gent. had directed his 
attention to this object, as some advantages 
might be expected to be derived from it. 
He offered some reasons why the comaittee 
had found it impossible hitherto to make 
such arrangements as to enable them to give 
a satisfactory statement of the accounts be- 


tween this country and Ireland. The ac-. 


counts respecting the army particularly were 

very complicated in their nature; a mode of 
adjusting them had been nevertheless adopted 

which promised to be successful. The -rt. 

hon. gent, then went into a discussion at. 
some length relating to the expenditure of 
Ireland compared with her contribution, and 

gave a detail of the supplies when he had 

the honour to introduce them to the house. 


Mr. Foster, in explanation, said, that the » 


rt. hon. gent. had certainly done him no 
more than justice, when he said that he had’ 
ho intention of throwing blame on any oney: 

Mr. Corry xose to explain. He 
omitted to answer one. of the statements 
ofthe rt. hon: gent; that in which’ 
he obseryed, that. very great balances» 


amount, when he acknowledged that the’ 
trade of the country had fallen- off to so 
great a degree. 
that he had his best’ wishes for his success in- 
the undertaking. 


Mr. Foster said, that if the difficulties at 


present existing were looked fairly in the 
face, and properly met, he had no doubt but 
that they would be overcome. . 

Mr. Dawson objected to that tax which 
was proposed to take place on the registry of 
freeholds, as he thought it would bear too 
hardly on the inferior classes of the people. 
In respect to all the other taxes, he would 
do all in his power to assist him in making 
them efficient. He would also join him ia 
his long pull, so ar as it went to the tax on 
wine, though he was afraid that the tax 
might cause the consumption to be less, and; 
in that respect, injure the trade. 

-Mr. Foster said that he had no doubt as to 
the efficiency of the tax on wine, from the 
well-known predilection which his country- 


men, from the. moisture of the climate, he: 


supposed, had for the botile, 


He assored him, however, 


> 


» 
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absoliite necessity for raising taxes, he 
not see how they could be better propor- 


tioned than these were in genetal, with the | 


exception of that on tebacco, which, instead . 
of producing an increase of revenue, he | 
féared would tend to diminish it, by the ; 
‘great opening and encouragement it would | 
give tosmuggling. 


-Mr. Foster said, the observation of the 
hoo. bart. was certainly very accurate, but 


_ the present. was to be an excise and not an 


impost duty. 

W. Ponsonby thought the present state 
of Ireland rendered taxes absolutely neces- 
sary, and those proposed by. the rt. lion. 
gent. were, perliaps, as uhexceptionable as 
any that could be resorted to, He could 
hevé wished, however, that thé inferior 
wines had been taxed lower, and the supe-. 
rior wines higher; as the inferior wines were: 
much more used in necessary ‘consumption,. 
as in cases of sickness, &c. than the soperior, 
which are mere articles of luxary, and used 
by the affluent only, He entertained the 


same sentiments with regard to the tax on 


tdbaceo, as had beén expressed by the hon. 
bart., and feared it would be evaded by an 
increase of smuggling. 
‘Mr. Ker: thought the tax on the register- 
ing of freeholds might prove an injudicious 
one; and would fall heavy on the middling 


and lower classes of freeholders. 


«Mr. Lee expressed his entire approbation 
of the taxes now proposed. He was con- 
vinced of the necessity for adopting them, : 
and he had wniformly, since the union, called 
on the late chancellor of the exchequer for 
Ireland, to come forward with an increase. 
of taxes, instead of resorting to the ruinous 
system of loans, which had added so largely » 
to the debt, and’so gréatly increased the 
rate of exchange,—Tbe resolutions were 
then severally read and agreed to. The, 
house resumed, and the report “was ordered, 


received to-morrow. 


Taape.J—Mr Wilberforce moved 


the order of the day for the farther conside- 


ration of the‘ bill for the ‘abolition of the’ 
slave trade, and for hearitig of counsel 
against the saiie; which being read, he 
said, as there was thena Véry thin attend- 
ance of the house,.and it might be moreso, | 
he would propose to postpone this order till 
to‘morrow, when he-hoped he sould be able 
to bring it on dt. an éarly hout, and avoid 
the disagreéable delay which had already ot- 
curred: by there not being a sufficient 
ber of membérs present to proceed with 
General Gascoigne oped. the hon gent,; 


PARL. DEBATES, June 20, 1804.—Slave Trade. 
“Sir. J. Newport ssid, that as there was an | 


come on at an early honralso. If it dig 
not, and their attendance should take place, 
he would, however’great the outery wag 
against it, enforce. the order of the house, 
Mr. Wilberforce said, that with regard to 
the management of the business, the hon, 
general was the last person he would cons 
sult, though he might be inclined to.accedd 
to any thing that could contribute to the 
hon. general's personal convenience. He was, 
“however, surprised to hear those complain 
of delay, of which they themselves had been 
the cause. 
Mr. W. Smith said, the friends of the 
gallant officer had alone protracted the bus 
siness, 
Mr. Fuller said, he hoped this bill would 
bé protracted to another session. He men« 
tioned that there were now 7000 prisonets 
from the island of St. Domingo in that of: 
Jamaica, who were guarded by a black ree’ 
giment. He alluded to the language that 
had been used by the blacks some years past, 
“* that Massa King Wilbee was willing to 
free them, but that the parliament woald 
not let him ;” and when the present state of 
Jamaica was duly considered, he was-sureé.it 
would be much more politic to defer the 
bill, than to pass and send it out at present, 
~The Attorney General thought it would 
be better to pass the bill a8 soon as possible, 
and set the minds of the blacks at rest at 
-once. They would then see that ‘* Massa 
Wilbee” had every wish and desire to alle- 
viate and better their present situation, bat 
‘that he had no intention of emahcipating 
them. ‘They would know what parliament 
really meant to do in thecase; and, in his 
opinion, the sooner they knew it the better. 
—The farther consideration of the report, 
and fearing of counsel against the bill, were 
then ordered for to-morrow. 
Trave order of ths 
day being read for the bouse to resolve itself 
‘ifito a committee of the whole house, to take 
into consideration the report of the com- 
niittee on the corn laws, the act of 1791 
was entered as read pro forma, and it was: 
ordered that it be an instruction to the said 
committee to take the said act into consitle- 
ration. The house then went into the com+ 
‘mittee, Sir C. Bunbury in the chair. 


‘ 


Mr. Western said, the principal object of — 
.the-committee in drawing up the report now 


‘to'be considered was, to make a fair regu 


lation of ithe prices of corn: and grain,. ber 
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would then positively proceed with the bus: 
siness, as it. was very. inconvenient to shany 
of his constituents, who were come to town. 


to attend the progress of the bill, to have jt 
so often postponed. He hoped it would 
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bus: tween the grower and the consumer in the , committee; their tenor was various. The 
ny, J country; and to take care that the im porta= high price of labour which the committee so 
wa — tion and exportation should be so restricted | much dwelt upon, arose from the high price 
vit asto forward: this desirable and important of provisions ; from the high bounty given 
ald | purpose. The act of 1791 had hitherto | for entering into his Majesty's land and sea 
did been the sole regulation in this particular; | service, and from the additional employmept 
ee, | but as circumstances alter, it was necessary | atforded of late by the vast number of in- 
vag ‘some change should take place in the laws | closure acts. When these causes ceased fo 
| relative to this grand article. Since the year | operate, as there was reason to think they 
to 1790, very great alterations indeed had taken | would in a great degree se soon, the price 
mn, place in this country io the ‘price of labour ; | of provisions would be moderated, and the 
De the amount of the poor rates, the price of | price of labour would of course fall ia pro- 
de visions, and many other things, which | portion, The price of utensils bad increased, 
he could not fail of operating very powerfully | so had the price of stock, so had the govt. 
is, on the farmer, or grower of corn, and made | taxes, but not so as to justify an alteration 
in it almost impossible for him to raise and sell | to the extent made by the committee, The 
2 | itnow at the same price at which it. was | poors rates had increased, butit was in coa- . 
raised at that time. In order to shew this | sequence of the increased price of provisions, 
e more clearly to the committee, the hon. gent. | and the allowance to militia-men’s families, 
- stated, that since the year 1790 the value of | when these were removed, that thiags 
~ money had undergone a depreciation of 133 | would be reduced to their former level. The 
ld per cent. according to the best calculation, increased rents were also made a ground of 
< and that alone was sufficient t6 decide’ the | this alteration, bat the farmers had voluata- 
rs necessity of altering the law. There wasalso | rily offered these rents, from a copfideyce 
of a vast increase of the poors’ rate, which in | of the continuance of the bigh price of 
yal 1783 was at 2,129,721]. for England and | grain. Within these last 20 years, beef 
t Wales, and from that time to 1790 he did | sold at 4s 6d: per stone, it was now 9s; 
, not think it could have increased much; | mutton, 4d per |b, now it is 8d.; butter 36s. 
0 whereas, in 1808, it was 5,128,000l. being | a frkin, now 683 to 7Qs.; and cheese ia 
4 an advance of 3,000,000. charged on land. | proportion. He spoke of the country mar- 
f A proportionate increase had oceurred in | kets, he said, by which it appearel that 
t every other article he had before enume- | every thing was doubled ; yet noneof these 
: rated; and it was clear that agriculture could | were, in his opinion, sufficient reasons for 


not be carried on but at a very great increase 
of expense, which rendered it necessary to 
alter the regulations and restrictions of the 
actof 1791, and to make a new regulation 
in the average prices of England and Scot- 
land. He would not, therefore, - trespass 
farther on the time of the committee 
than to read and move the resolutions 
of the committee on this subject. He 
then moved the first resolution, viz. ** That 
the importation of foreign corn be regulated 
by the average price of corn, grain, 
flour ip the twelve maritime districts in Eng 
edand, and the four maritime districts im 
Scotland.” 
Mr. Patteson rose to make some general 
observations on the report. He would for 
the convenience of the house have acceded 
‘to a proposition of the 1t. ben. gent. over 
the way, (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), 
to defer his remarks to the second reading of 
the bill, but as the session was so. far ad- 
vanced, he was not sure of being able to ad- 
dress the hovse at another opportunity, and 
‘therefore ‘finding he was in ordcr now, he 
would proceed. 
ferent parts of the country were not ull. in 


favour of the measures proposed by the. 


The petitions from the dif-_ 


-Yarjous. ways, 


ad 


altering the laws, The various cases of 
hardships on the grower should have been 
more explained ; aud before we gaye boun- 
ties to foreigners, for eating our cora, we 


ought to be provided ourselves with the pra- 


duce of the pasture, at reasonable prices, 
Bounties serve certainly to increase the 
prices ; and however desirable to a certain 
extent, they ought still to be kept within 
proper bounds. It was very desirable to Gx 
the average price, so that both the consumer 
should be satisfied and the grower sufficient- 
ly paid, to encourage him to raise corn, ia or- 
der that we might not again experience the 
distresses of ‘scarcity. 
he said, we had imported 046,000 quariers 
of corn on an average. In favourable years 
we had exported to the amouut of 6 or 
700,000l. per angum, The increased popu- 
lation, by oecasioning a greater interior de- 
mand, had lessened the cxpotation, Our 
potteries in Staffordhire, our steel manufec- 
res, cur immense cuiion establishments, and 
our vast trading and commercial. concerns in 
multiplied and magnified 


since the year 1705, hid found a-nple and 
profitable employment for this increased po- 
‘pulation, so that the diminution of the 


In the last 13 years, | 


| | 
| 


983) 


‘port from this cause was not to be regretted. 
There had been, however, a spirit of agri- 
eulture continualy increasing “also, for, he 
found that since the year 1780, there had 
been. passed 1197 inclosure bills, so that 
with care and attention, he thought corn 
would find its own level without altering the 
laws. 

Sir Jobn Wrottesley sapported the report, 


* and stated that the corn intercourse between 


England. and Ircland would be made the 
’ ground of a separate measure, in which the 
rt. hon. gent. (Mr. Foster), who gave such 
a laudable attention to the affairs of Ireland, 
would be particularly consulted. q 
Mr. Spencer Stanhope agreed as to the 


‘increased price. of labour; but was afraid 


that the operation of this bill would fall 
heavily on the county of Lancaster, which 
was supplied with corn principally from 
abroad, and also from the other manufactur- 
. ing counties. He objected to an average of 
all the districts becoming the criterion of the 
_price of export, and thought it should be 


_ * regulated by the price of particular districts, 


for such districts. 
The Chancellor of -the Exchequer did not 
think it necessary in the present stage of the 
question, to enter into any minute discus- 
sion. The point, however, last adverted to, 
deserved immediate notice. The general 
object was to equalize the price of corn, and 
this -was now more easily and more complete- 
ly effected than at former periods. Within 
the last 20 years the great facility of com- 
‘munication by the canals, which intersected 
the whole country, was not to be forgotten ; 
and if Lancashire, or any other county; re~ 
quired supply by this vast national improve- 
ment, it was to be readily afforded. No 
gent. could doubt that it was much prefer- 
able to supply a deficient province by this 
expedient from the internal resources than 
from foreign markets. On the plan advert- 
ed to of diffirent ratios for the bounty in 
different districts, it might be the unforta- 
nate effect that we may be importing in one 
district when we should be exporting in ano- 
ther. The design of these regulations was 
that scarcity should be avoided, and for this 


_- purpose it was provided, that corn should 


constantly acquire such a price as would be 
a sufficient encouragement to promote its 
growth. We had lately seen the value at 
1181. and this arose from the deficiency, but 
the best medns to avoid the deficit was by 
never admitting this departinent in agricul- 
ture to remain without a sufficient compen- 
sation. . 

‘Sir R. Burton said, this measure only 
went to pat things in the same state they 
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were in 1791, and not.toalter the corn laws,. 
Something mast be done to encourage the 
growth of barley, for if it did not fetch a 
better price, the farmers could no longer 
grow any. 

Mr. Fuller deemed it impolitic to favour 
grain at the expense of all other articles of 
produce af equal importance. He wished 
the measure te be put off till another session, 

Sir J. Newport stated the question ta be 
by what means'the farmer would receive 
fairemolument. Jf that were correctly de. 
termined, he would consider for himgif 
whether his land were most advantageously 
devoted to pasture or grain, and, to promoig 
his own interest, would be most successfully 
to conduce to the interest of thé public, 

Mr. WV. Smith said a few words, in favour 
of the measure, after which the resolutions 
were agreed to, and repoited.— Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, June 21. 


{Minvutes.] Counsel were heard in con. 
tinuation, relative to the writ of error, Lu. 
cena v. Crawfurd. The farther considera. 
tion of the case was deferred till to morrow, 
—The bills upon the table were forwarded 
in their respective stages.—The delivery of © 
judgmention the appeal cause, Hog v, Lash- 
ley, was postponed till Monday; and the 
order for the farther consideration of the 
claim to the Zouche pecrage, which stood 
for to-morrow, was discharged, and renew- 
ed for Monday next. 

[Conpucr or supGe Fox.] Lord Carl 
ton presented a petition from Iuke Fox, Esq, 
one of his Majesty's judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Ireland. ‘The noble lord, 
after stating the principal heads of Judge 
Fox's petition, moved that the clerk do 
read the same. The clerk theo read 
the petition. Jt stated ‘* that he, the said 
Judge Fox, had learnt from the public 
newspapers, that charges of gross misconduct 
had been committed by him while on the 
northern circuit, which charges were Cote 
tained in a petition from a person of the 
namé of Hart, and which petition and ehar- 
ges (see p. 533) were stated by an hon, 
member of this house in ‘his place; that 
being extreniely surprised at such unfounded 
charges, the precise nature of which he was 
at a loss to conctive, further than what he 
had been informed, le was anxious to vindi- 
cate his character, and had accordingly ap- 
plied to the lord lieut. for permisston to come 
over to England to repel them. Having at- 
rived in London, be was given to undersiand | 
that he could nut procure a copy of Mr 


| | 
| | 
| 
| 
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‘Hart's petition without the express permis- 
sion of the house, and it being necessary 
that he should learn the specific charges al- 

ed against him in order to prepart his 


"defence, he hoped their lordships would or- 


der him a copy of the said petition. He was 


' glso iaformed that the noble lord who pre- 
"sented the petition had given notice that he 


intended to follow the petition up by some 
motion; he wished to be prepared for hisde- 
fence, and whenever that period should ar- 
‘tive, he was satisfied he should establish his 
innocence in the clearest point of view. He 


~ trusted that period was not far distant, espe- 


ciaily as the duties of his judicial station 
would require his presence ia Ireland,” 

Lord Carleton observed, that ashe had no 
wish to take their lurdships by surprise, he 
Should merely move, that the petition do lie 
on the table. intending, on Monday, when 
he understood there would be a full house, 
to bring the subject under consideration. 

The Earl of Limerick thought the case of 
the learned judge rather a hard one, in his 
having received no notice of the proceeding 
in question, though the facts to which the 
petition adverted, were alledged to have ta- 
ken place about nine months before. Of 
the facts stated he knew nothing; but he 
felt it was a principle wiih that house, in 
its wisdom and justive, to deem every man 
innocent until he should be proved guilty, 
He considered the prayer of the petition as 
perfectly fair and reasonable, and he doubted 
not theirlordships’ disposition to accede to it. 

Lord Mu/grave recalled to their lordships’ 
recollection the very iniportant business in- 
tended for discussion on Monday, and .de- 
precated any discassion which might take up 
their lordships’ time on that day. As to.the 
prayer of the petition, he thought it so fair 
and reasénab'e, that it might be at once ac- 
ceded to 
move * that a copy of the petition, as pray- 
ed tor, be furnished to Mr. Justice Fox.” 
Upon this the question was immediately put; 
and it was ordered accordingly. 

Earl Camden observed, that, as the prints 
of the additional forces bill were upon the 
table, he should now move that the said bill 
be read a second time on Monday next. Or- 
dered,— Adjourned. 


HOWSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, June 21. 


There being but 38 members present at 
four o'clock, the speaker, by the rules of 
the house, was precluded from taking the 
chair; and adjournment consequently took 
piace till to-morrow, 

Vou. Il, 


Under that impression, he should. 


OF LORDS, 
Friday, June 22. ae 


Minutes.] In the case of Lucena, v? 
Craufwid and others, Mr. Erskine was heard 
as counsel for the plaintiff; and Mr. Gibbs 
iu reply, on the part of the defendants, 
Afier which the Lord Chancellor ‘went 
through the whole of the case, and conclu: 
ded, by informing their !ordships, that he 
would have them furnished with copies of 
the various questions which had occarred to 
him the case, and his observations 
thereon, for their consideration, presious to 
their lordships pronouncing their final judg- 
ment. = 

{Conpvuct or Jupce Fox.] The Earl of 
Limerick rose, and adverting toa morning 
paper stated, that a misrepresentation had 
been made of his speech upon the petition 
of Mr. Justice Fox. He had been made to 
say, in the paper alluded to, that the learn- 
ed judge could justify bis conduct. He de- 
nied having said so; on the contrary, he 
affirmed, that if that gent’s. conduct was 
one-tenth part as bad as had been represent- 
td in the petition presented to that house, 
he should not be suffcred to retain his situa- 
tion on the judicial seat one moment. He 
did not mean to br ng the publisher of the 
paper alluded to, before their lordships ; if 
that had been Lis intention, he would have 
proceeded to prove who the publisher was ; 
he only mentioned the business, as a caution 
to the persons who reported the proceedings 
of that house, not to misrepresent any thing 
that might take place in that house. : 

The Marquis of Abercorn said, he had 
this day come from the country, purposely 
on this business. When he presented the 
petition of Mr. Hart against Mr. Justice 
Fox, he totally neglected to move, ‘that 
the learned judge should be furnished with 
a copy of it. It was mere inadvertence 
on his part, as it was certainly his origi-, 
nal intention that it should have been 
done. He had several other petitions in 
his possession on tltis subject, and he would 
trespass on their lordships’ time, few 
moments, in addressing them on Wednes- 
day next. Ashe had very little to say, he 
should not move to summon their lordships, 
— Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, Jane 22. 


[Minutes.} A message from the lords 
informed the house, that their lordships 
had agreed to the Irish Linen Duty Exemp- 
tion bill, and ta the Aylesbury Election 
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bill—An Account was presented from the 


office of the Secretary of State for Jreland, | 


of the number of Officers in half-pay ; also 
an Account of Pensions, &c.—Several pa- 


a were presented from the E. India 


omp. relative to the Mahratta war; or- 
dered tolie on the table, and to be printed. 
—Sir J. Newport gave notice, that early 
in the ensuing session, he should submit a 
otion to the house, for revision of the Irish 
lection acts.—A petition was presented 
rom the Freeholders of Limerick, against 
the report of the corn committee; ordered 
to lie on the table.—Mr. Foster gave notice, 
that he should move for leave to bring in a 
bill for the appointment of commissioners to 
inquire into the amount of fees, emoluments. 
and perquisites of certain offices in Ireland, 
—The report of the corn laws bill, were re- 
committed.--Mr. Alexander brought up the 
report of the committee on the Irish Bud- 
get. All the resolutions but the last, im- 
posing.a tax upon the registering of free- 
hells, weie agreed to, The last resolution 
was objected to by Mr. Stewart, Mr. Daw- 
son, and .Mr. Hutchinson, as trenching 
symew hat on the elective-franchise, and as 


_ amimproper object of revenue.—Sir J. New- 


pe on the contrary, thought it an excel- 
ent resolution, and hoped the right hon. 
gent. would persevere in it as the best 
means of stopping the immense influx of 
introduced for sinisier purposes.— 
The opposition to the resolution being per- 
goted in, a division took place—Ayes 119, 
oes 31.—The ;esolutions were then read 
a 2d time, and bills ordered to be brought 
in pursaant Lo the same.—Mr. Foster gave 
uiotice, that he should on this day se’nnight 
move the house to go into a committee on 
he Irish Revenue Regulation bill, and that 
te any of the English distillers had objec- 
tions to urge against it, they might be pre- 
ared to bring them forward on that day.— 
vir. Foster then moved for an account of 
the funded debt of Ireland from the year 
1784, till the year 1801, and also from the 
vear 1801 till the year 1804, distinguishing 
ho.¥ much was created by 'oan, &c.—Or- 
cdered.—Mr, Foster also moved for the 
names of those commissioners who held in 
their hands balances of the public money,— 
Ordered, 
{[Lorp Avvocarte or SCoTLAND,] Mr. 
Whitbread rose and said, that, previous to 


~ his making the motion of which he had for- 


merly given notice, he wished that the ex- 
tracts of rhe letters upon which he meant to 
found his accusation against the rt, hon. 
lord advocate of Scotland should be read 
by theclerk, The letters were accordingly 


read, and areas follows; 


_ Forbes, Esq.” 
Bamffshire.—* I recommend the Sheriff 
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“ Copy from the Public Record of the 
_ © County of Banff, of a Letter signed 
Hope ;’ dated Edin’ 30 Dee, 
*¢ 1803: Also; of a Letter or Recom~ 
_ © mendation from the Sheriff Substitue 
“* of the County of Banff, addressed 
to the Sheriff Clerk, thereto sub. 


‘ joined, signed ‘ Geo. Forbes,’ and. 


of the same date.. 

“ Siz,—I return you the memorial, with 

“¢ my opinion; and in the circumstances of 
this case I decline taking ony fee, which 
‘I also return to you. The case in the 


“ memorial, is one of those for which un. | 


« 


“ fortunately no provision is made in any of : 


“ the Volunteer acts, and therefore of 
“ course a person who.neglects his master’s 
“ work, on account of attending drills or 
“ reviews, is I am afraid in the same situe 
“* ation with a servant doing so from any 
“ other cause.—The conduct of Morisoa 
** however is most atrocious, and every 
‘6 possible means ought to be takeu to stig- 
“* matize him, and to punish him by the 
“ scorn and contempt of all the respect. 
“ able men in the county, who ought to 
¢ enter into a resolution to have no com. 


“ munication or dealings with him what. 


“ ever.—And further, as I consider that 


© Morison’s conduct can only have arisen. 


“ from a secret spirit of disaffecton and 
“¢ disloyalty, it is my orders to you, 
“as sheriff substitute of the county, 
“ that on the first Frenchman lending in 
“ Scotland, you do immediately apprehend 
“ and secure Morison as a suspected per- 
* son; and you will not liberate him with. 
“€ out a communication with me; and you 
** may inform him of these my orders.— 
* And further, that [I shall do all I can, to 
* prevent him from ress any com- 
pensation for any part of 
** which may be either destroyed by the 
“‘ enemy, or by the King’s troops to pre- 
“ vent it from falling into the enemy's 
hands.——I am, Sir, Yours, &c. &e, 
“ (Signed) C. Hore. Addressed George 
Sheriff Substitute of 


“© Clerk to transcribe this letter, and send 
“* the copy to Mr. Morison, keeping the 
« principal in the record of court.—Signed, 
«“ Geo. Forbes. Edinburgh, 30th Dec, 
6 1803.—What is contained in the prece- 
“ ding are just and true copies of the let- 
‘* ter, and recommendation thereon writ- 
** ten; faithfully transcribed in obedience 
*¢ to the order of the House of Commons; 
“ dated. 6th June, 1804, and reported to. 
“ the house accordingly.—Part, Ross, Shee 
Clerk of Bamftshire,”” 


~ 


| 

| 


~ against the rt. hon. gent. opposite (the 


‘sion or prejudice. 


- sure to see the rt. hon. gent. in his place, 


totally without foundation. 
having, come under our consider- 
_ ation, I do not at all see that we can, by any 


_ sideration of duty, of honor, and of justice, 
to say aye or no, whether the charges which - 


" whose interests and whose rights it so natu- 


_ Character of the rt. hon, gent., whose con- 


- nity. A decision must, then, on all these 
_ Srounds, be come to, either that my pro- 


“Mr. Whitbread rose, and addressed the 
honse to the following effect—Sir; these 

having now been entered, as read, in 
the Journals of the House, it is my intention 
to make them the ground of an accusation 


lord advocate of Scotland), whom I am 
happy to see this day in his place. In 
the observations which I shall feel it my 
duty to submit to the house, I trust that 
I shall come fo the discussion with that 
coolness and impartiality which the im- 
tant and interesting nature of the sub- 
ctso strongly demands. Though at the 
first moment that the business was commu- 
nicated to meI did feel very warmon the 
subject ; though, the more I have considered it 
with the gravest'attention, I have continued to 
feel equally strongly, yet I hope I shall discuss 
the subject at ‘this time without either pas- 
I trust that, before I sit 
down, it will appear that I have not been 
led away by the warmth of my feelings, but 
that the motion with which I shall feel it my 
duty to conclude, is one fairly and justly de- 
ducible from the papers now on your table. 
Ihave said, that it gives me sincere plea- 


for on this, as on every other similar occa- 
sion, I am anxious for the application of 
that grand principle of the law of this coun- 
try, that the accused shall, in all cases, be 
confronted with his accuser. The rt. hon. 
gent. being in his place, will hear what are 
‘the grounds of my accusation, and no step 
will be taken against him till he shall have 
been fully heard in his defence. Though tie 
house of commons have taken up this sub- 
Ject, he will not be at all precluded from any 
exertion to shew that the whole charge is 
The matter, 


‘possibility, avoid coming to some decision. 
The house having ordered the papers to be 
“produced, we are called on, by every con- 


IT mean to found on them, are or are not 
well founded. This is a decision which we 
Owe in justice to the people of Scotland, 
tally involves. It is a decision due to the 
duct is subjected to a serious imputation. 
It is a decision which we are called on to 
give in justice to the cause of the liberty and 
independence of every order in the commu- 


position is false and groundless, or that it 
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has been substantiated, and that the people 
of Scotland are liable to a species of gross 


_ injustice and oppression, against which it is 


incumbent on this house to shelter them, 
In the outset it may be proper for me to 
state the precise words in which my intend, 
ed motion will be couched. While we do 
this, it is also proper for me to add that I_ 
shall not confine myself to this first motion 
if it should meet with the support of the 
house. I should feel that I stopped far short 
of my duty, if I did not follow it up. by 
another motion, clearly founded on the first 
proposition which I shall have the honor to 
submit to the house. My first motion will 
be, “ that the conduct of the rt. hon. the 


letter to James Morison-which has. been 
read and entered on the Journals this even- 
ingy was oppressive, illegal, and contrary 
to his professional duties.” The house, Sir, 
are awage of the powers vested in the rt. 
hon. gent. as lord advocate of Scotland, aze 
of a very enlarged description. Great, how- 
ever, as they are, I cannot allow myself for 
a moment to believe, that they areas great 
as those which the language of the letter in 
‘question appears to claim. But aliowing 
me to grant, for a moment, a thing which 
I utterly dispute and disclaim, that the pow- 
ers invested in the lord advocate. were as 
ample as the letter would require, still-1 
should contend, that the . conduct of «he 
lord advocate, in writing it, might be legal, 
but. still was most grossly oppressive to 
Morison, the person who had preferred. his 
complaint. Let me suppose the monstrous 
power, merely for the sake of argument, 
for in no other light can it be listened 
to for a single moment, that the lord ad- 
vocate had the power, without having any 
defence, without at ail taking the trouble to 
make the least inquiry into the grounds of 
accusation, of cutting off any individual, 
from the comforts of- civilized life, and re- 
ducing him to the situation of a mere wreteli 
on the face of the earth; let me suppose’all 
this to be consistent with the, powers of the 
lord advocate, and still I shail net have come 
up to the powers pretended to be exercised 
in the case which | am to bring ander the 
consideration of the house. Here the Jard 
advocate, without even the shadow of rea- 
sonable accusation, without évea deigning 
to consider, that, by the-law of this coun- 


only endeavoured to cut off Morison frem 
all the comforts of society, but jorders him 
to be apprehended, not to be released in the 
ordinary course of law, but to be detaincd 
in close custody till histown pleasure om tire 


3D2 


lord advocate of Scotland, in writing the — 


try, defence was allowed. to the accused. not 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


subject should be expressed. The lord ad- 
vocate of Scotland is not satisfied with car- 
rying his power thus far, but, anticipating 
invasion as an event near at hand, and 
knowing that property was liable, in such an 
event to destruction, he actva'ly declares, 
that he shall take special care to prevent 
Morison, in any case whatever, from. re- 
ceiving compensation for any Joss of proper- 
ty which he might sustain, from whatever 


_ causes that loss should arise. Such is the 


general nature of his: charge against the 
Jord advocate of Scotland, and if 1 can sub- 
stantiate it, I will then leave it to the house 
todetermine, whether the rt. hon. gent.’s 
conduct was not, in every point of view, 
grossly -oppressive. It is not my wish to 
detain the house long, on the subject of the 


earlier transactions of this business, but the 


rt. hon. gent., being now in his place, I hope 
Ishall be indulged the opportunity of sub- 
-mitting to the house a very brief statement. 
It appears that Garrow, the servant of Mr. 
Morison, whose discharge gave rise to the 
opinion and letter of the lord advocate, had, 


‘contrary to the consent of bis master, enter- 


‘ed himself a private in the 2d battalion of 
‘Bamffshire volunteers. On a particular day 


' ‘be had left bis business to attend an inspec- 


tion of the corps, and for this, as being ex- - 
pressly contrary to his. master's orders, he 
was discharged. Under these circumstances, 
be wished to ascertain whether he was inti- 


‘tled to recover from his master, wages for 


the whole time that he had contracted to 


serve him, or only for the time that he had 


actuallyserved. A memorial was sentto the 
jerd advocate, requesting his opinion on this 


- case, and in his answer be does not pretend 


to say, that in dismissing the servant, Mo- 
rison had been at all guilty of any thing il- 
legal. Even in that opinion, however, an 


indirect libel is conveyed.on Morison’s cha- 
. sacter, of which I do strongly disapprove. | 


am not disputing the right of a counsel to in- 


_ troduce into ao opinion addressed to a client, 
observations which may affect the character 


of .the opposite party, but where this is 


made a public document, it unquestionably 
a new character and form. It is in 


this point of view then, that I object to the 


Manner in which the opinion of the lord 
- advocate of Scotland was conveyed. But, 
’ Sir, it is of the letter, of the rt. hon. gent. 
that I»principally complain. Has the con- 
' duct of Morison been proved to be illegal ? 


On the contrary,"the lord advocate admits 
that it is legal. Has there been adduced the | 


of his disloyalty? Not 


a single insinuation ‘to this effect appears on 


the whole face of the transaction. . Under | 
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these’ circumstances, how ‘is it that the? rt’ 
hon, gent. proceeds? Without calling-g 
single person to explain to hiay Morison’ 
general character for loyalty and respectabis, 
lity, without taking the opinion of a sinyle 
human being on the subject ;_ in total igno. 
rance of any one ground by which crimj- 
nality could be attached to the conduct of 
Morison, he, without the slightest delay, 
consigus him over to the severest pains and 
penaliies. 1 call, Sir, on the lawyers of 
England, I call on the lawyers of Scotland 
to deliver their opinions on this subject, and 
not to suffer so foul a stigma on the law of 
the country as this, to pass without the seve. 
rest censure, ‘The rt. hon. gent., while in 


sive conduct had not a sing'e motive of rea- 
sovable justification. He had no proof of 


particular transaction under consideration ; 
and it surely was but fair to. believe that 
Morison was a man of loyal principles, at 
a moment when all ranks of the community 
partook of a general feeling of ardour and 
patriotism in the defence of the liberties 
and independence of their common coun- 
try. What right, then, had the rt. hon, 
gent. to presume that Morison was a man 
of nefarious or dangerous principles ? From 
the internal evidence of the leiter, it ap- 
pears to me that the rt. hon, gent. was de 
termined to represent Morison as a dan- 
gerous individual ; but nota tittle of cvi- 
dence then existed, nor, as far as I know, 
new exists, to shew that Morison was a 
t:.an at all of discontented principles. This 
is at least clear, that not one overt act 
manifesied such a disposition to have existed 
ov his mind. The rt. hon. gent. indeed 
says, in his letter, that the conduct of Mo- 
rison had originated fiom a secret spirit of 
dissatisfaction with the govt. This spirit of 


| disafiéction has indeed, Sir, been so very 


secret, that not one act proves its existence, 
or has to this hour been recorded; while 
there are a nunber of gentlemen of. the 
greatest respectability, who have known 
Morison for a number of years, and who 
are ready to testify their belief of the loyalty 
of bis political principles. In this view 
then, the charge of secret disaffection is al- 
together illegal, as well as unjustifiable. 


_to the specific cause for which Garrow was 
discharged from Morison’s service. If the 
information which has been transmitted to 
me on this subject be correct, I have .no 
hesitation. in saying, that the circumstance 
-which gave. rise, to, Garrow's discharge, 


would have. justified me or any. other gent. 


the exercise of this most illegal and oppress 


misbehaviour on the part of Morison in the - 


Bot here, Sir, I wish to say a few words as. 


os 


in this house in discharging a servant on si+ 
milar grounds, It has been stated to me, 
that Mr. Morison is a farmer who holds a 
very respectable character, and that his cha- 
racter’ for loyalty iv particular: had never 
been called in question, This was indeed, 
according to my information, fully proved a 
few years ago, when disaffection: to govt. 
was supposed to be much more extensive 
than it will surely be represented at the 
present moment. Garrow, his servant, had, 
contrary to Morison’s consent, entered into 
avolunteer corps at a distance of about 7 
miles from Morison’s residence. He had, 
contrary to his master’s orders, continued his 
attendance. A day or two previous to the 
day of his discharge he had been employed 
in thatching a barn, and Morison had in- 
formed him that if be absented himself from 
his work he should dismiss him from his 
service. After this distinct intimation Gar- 
row did absent himself, and the cons*quence 
was, that he was accordingly discharged. 
Now, Sir, I do contend that Morison in 
’ this case had an excellent reason for turning 
_ off his servast, under all the circumstances. 
When we think of the season of the year 
that this work of thatching the barn was 
going on, and what materia! inconvenience 
might have resulted from its being delayed, 
itis easy to see that Morison might have 
been perfectly justifiable in insisting on the 
constant attendance of the servant for the 
purpose of completing this piece of woik, 
urgency of which could not be disputed. 
Let me remind the house, too, that this was 
ne instance in which Morison had po- 
sitWely interfered with his servant's attend- 
ance at the drills of the corps. Not a 


‘single symptom of disloyalty beyond this fair | 


exercise of his authority as a master had 
been attempted to be alleged against him, 
‘Are we, Sir, to have such charges as this 
sadduced without a single pretence of their 
being founded in truth, or are such insinva- 
‘tions at all consistent with the spirit of the 
volunteer establishment? Are we, Sir, to 
be dragooned into volunteer corps; and are 
‘masters who happen to discharge servants 
under circumstances similar to those which 
have stated, to charged as. hostile. to 
“the govt. and the safety of their country? 
‘Surely, Sir, its of the very essence of the 
‘voluateer system that it should be exempted 
all restraint ; ‘and, sure I am, that‘ io 
>this country, the doctrines attempted to be 
vinculcated: by the rt. hon. gent: would’ be 
_ Universally: reprobated. If such doctrines 
were tolerated for a moment, it’ is’ impossi- 
ble to decide; to what-extent oppression ‘and 
“ persecution might be carried. I am equally 
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| persuaded that they would. be:as strongly: 


resisted in’Scotland, and that there, 38 here; 
the letter of the rt. hon. gent: cannot fail to 
be regarded as equally illegal and: eppréssive: 
—But, Sir, there is another circumstance 
connected with’ this) business which jit i 
important for me to state tothe arid 
which certainly “places»the conduct 6f-the 
rt. hon’ gent. in» still’ more agerawated 
point of view.: am informed; thatstter 
the rt. hon. gent.'s letter had been publish-d 
in Bamffsbire, “Morison actually appliedoty 
letter wishing to have the harsh statéments 
which it contained retracted —| the lord 
vocate whispered across the table that wo 
letter was received]. Well then, Sirjoper- 
haps I am unusinformed as to the precise 
mode of the application; but that an’ appti- 
cation generally to this effect, was’ made; 
will not, } am sure; be denied. “Phe ap- 
plication was refase.! in the most peremptory 
manoer, and the right hon. gent, proud of 
the vast powers which he possessed, and 
knowing that Morison had no means ¢f 
making a stand against him, seemed deters 
mined to shew bow far his 
troled authority could carry him. have 
felt it my duty, Sir, to-state this, in 
the first instance, the conduct of the rt. hon, | 
gent. in writing thedetter was illegal, surely 
his conduct in refusing to retract his origi- 
nal statement, and to give Morison some 
compensation for the unfounded © charges 
made against his character, shewed no ‘less 
strongly the rt, geot. had fuiled’niost 
unjustifiably in the exercise of vhis’ profes: 
sional duties. While, Sic, amthoroughly 
convinerd of this conduct ‘being highly 
pressive, I am no less clear that itis grossiv 
legal, As lord advocate of 
deny that the powers claimed ‘in'the letrer 
can at all be exercised, consistently with the 
strict unequivocal enactments of laws 
am not disposed to go into any detail on the 
laws of Scotland; but permit me to. stat 


this, the liberty of the subject in Seothin 
_is guarded by a variety of statutes, of which 


it is impossible for a person of the rt hon, 
gent.'s professional talents to be ‘ignorani. 
I might allude to seyeral of these” sta:ates, 
but one particelarly passed in the reign’ of 
Wiiliam, ‘soom “after the revolution, is 
this point particularly worthy of considers - 
tion. By this statute; Siry itiv inthe 
place declared, that no man‘sliall’ be ‘inspii- 


- soned without having.the grounds of his at- 


rest explained ‘to him. trae; indeed, 
that in cases of extraordinary «rmiergeney 


persons; withont ithe 


first. instance assigning» these 


permitted. In these cases, however; per- 


793), 
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haps strong ground of suspicion might exist, 
though it might not be pradent at once to 
disclose it. the case of Morison, how- 
ever, there was no information lodged against 
him... There was no presumption of his 
ilt. . There was no pretence for threaten- 
fog him with the deprivation of his liberty. 
There was no warrant or writ pretended to 
- beexecured. The whole business was can- 
ducted in a way fatal to the very existence 
of al liberty. I am sure the rt. hon. 
gent. will not pretend to support the legali- 
ty of the transaction, and this I will assert 
without fear of contradiction, that. if the 


instructions of the right hon. gent. had ‘been . 


attempted to be carried into effect, and Mo- 
rison had attempted resistance, and indivi- 
duals had been killed in the affray, no trial 
for murder could have taken place. But, 
Sir, the conduct of the rt. hon. gent. is il- 
legal, not merely so far as the imprisonment 
of Morison is concerned. .. By the act to 
which I have alluded, persons imprisoned 
hada right to demand their trial after the 
expiration of 40 days, and for certain of- 
fences bail might even be accepted. But 
how has the rt. hon. gent. here proceeded 
in the-case of Morison? Why, Sir, he tells 
the sheriff of Bamffshire that Morison must 
not only be arrested, but that he must be 
kept in durance vile as long as he himself 
thought proper, and that for his liberation 
they must wait for his precise orders. It is 
contended perhaps that, in the event of a 
threatened invasion, imprisonment of sus- 


persons may take place on the ground - 


of responsibility; but, Sir, even here the 
statute to which I have referred. does not 
leave the subject without a certain degree of 
relief against oppression. ‘That relief, how- 
ever, rt. hon. gent. is determined ‘to 
with-hold, and Mr. Morison is to be pu- 


-nished just to whatever extent the rt. hon. 


gent. may be pleased to-appoiot. Jam not 
now, Sir, challenging the policy of that 
part of the law of Scotland which vests in 
-the lord advocate the powers granted in this 
country. to grand juries and coroners’ in- 
quests; the value and importance of which 
our:ancestors so properly estimated. Ima 
be permitted, however, to say a few wo 
on the extent. of these Let it be 
recollected, Sir, that let a matter of accu- 
sation be ever so grave and serious, it re- 
mains with the 
whether itis a subject fit to be brought be- 
fore a court for legal investigation. Even 
in cases most interested ac- 
tually solicit. an investigation, it wasin 
the power of the rt. hon. gent. to refuse 


~ 


advocate to determine’ 


such extensive and almost unparalleled 


— it is needless, merely, Sir, to 

the importance of the person hold.’ 
ing it being actuated by the soundest dis, 
cretion. If there are cases where the tt, 
hon. gent. has either abstained improperly 


from the exercise of the powers vested in, 


him, or in other instances has carried them 
beyond the bounds of justice or discretion, 
it is certainly fit that his conduct should be 
fally scrutinized. This Sir, is the charge 
which I bring against the rt. hon. 

opposite, and I confess myself at a Joss to 
anticipate what the nature of his defence 
will be. I shall only hope, that it may be 
of a nature which will rescue the character 
of the rt. hon. gent. against the very serious 
charge now brought against his conduct. It 
appears to me, that this can only be effec. 
tually done by shewing, that the whole of 
my statements are wholly without founda, 
tion. Viewing the rt. hon. gent.’s conduet 
to Morison as equally illegal and oppressive, 
{ must add, that it seems to meto have been 
wholly unnecessary. There’ was no fait 


pretext for severity to Morison on any sup. . 


posed ground of danger. If invasion did 
not take place, but was expected, it would 
have been easy to have seized him, if really 
of a suspicious character, independent of the 
instructions contained in the letter. If, on 
the other hand, invasion did take place, 
Morison could do no harm, as he was sur+ 
rounded by thousands of men distinguished 
for their loyalty'and pubiic spirit. It was 
quite superfluous therefore, for the rt. hon, 
gent. to have recourse to such an unneces 


sary stretch of power. As to the responsi 


bility about which we shall probably hear.a ” 


good deal, it appears to me a mere joke 
under the circumstances of the case. The 
fact was, that if the injustice which Mori- 
son had experienced had not been brought 
under review, this responsibility would have 
been kept altogether in the back view. But 
what I: particularly complain of in the whole 
of this business is, that this very letter, which 
will not now be defended on the ground of 
its legality, was sent forth to the public as 
perfectly legal, constitutional, and expe- 


‘dient. As tothe motives which may have 
given rise to the rt. hon. gent.’s conduct, it 


is not at all my wish to apply any harsh 


‘epithets, 1 have no reason to think that 


ey were notin their nature the most 
pure. Perhaps they originated from great 
strength of zeal, inflamed by the particulat 
situation of the country. I must be allowed, 
however, to say, that they betray the strong 
est indiscretion in a gredt public officer, 
whose mind ought tobe kept wholly ‘free 
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‘all impressions of prejudice, partiality, 
fons due Under all the 
circumstances of the case, I think that. the 
house ought to mark the conduct of the rt, 
hon. gent. in terms of severe reprobation.. 
The motion with which I shall conclude 
appears to me, therefore, one which is equally 
due to the honour and dignity of the house ; 


: to the protection which the peuple of Scot- 


nd have aright to expect of us; and to 
great national liberty and jus- 
tice.—-The hon. gent. was about to read his 
first motion, declaring the conduct of the 
lord advocate of Scotland unjust, illegal, and 
oppressive, when 

‘The Speaker interrupted him by stating, 
that as he preferred a complaint against a 
member of the house, the regular mode of 
proceeding would be to hear that rt. hon. 
and learned friend in his defence. After 


be finished his speech, then the hon. gent. 


might submit his motion to the considera- 
tion of the house. Thereupon 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland rose, and 
replied as follows :—It seldom has happened 
to fall to my lot to stand in the character of a 


_ person accused, and certainly | little expect- 


edthat I should this day feel it necessary to 


ise in my place in this house to answer to any 


charge of injustice and oppressinn. I doas- 
sure the hon. gent. who has brought forward 
this charge, that, whatever opinion he, who 
knows me not, may entertain of my official 
conduct, a charge of injustice or oppression, 
was never before coupled with the name I 
bear. It is aconsolation to me, Sir, that though 
the hon. member is not acquainted with my 
public character, I have never been without 


- the approbation of those who have known 


me best in my own country. With the 
hon. gent., and others not acquainted with 
the character which it has been my good for- 
tune to sustain, this cuarge may have ob- 
tained a temporary belief; but I can say, 
with a safe conscience, that had the same 
charge been promulgated in that city in 
which my lot is cast, a hundred thousand 


. tay would be raised against it, and not 
a fe 


w arms against him by whom it might 
be preferred. It is also another consolation 


- tome, that if Ihave been guilty of injustice 


or oppression to Morison, Morison and_his 
friends have in their turn grievously retaliat- 


_@d. I must be allowed to state it, as a most 


extraordinary circumstance, that after pass- 
ing two months in London, either present or 
ready to be present in my place in this house, 
the charge now 


perences against me, though six months 
ve elapsed since the letter which has been 
wade the ground ef so much animadyersion 


has been publicly known in that part of the 


- country which was so materially interested in 
the subject... In saying this, 


t me be un- 
derstood as conveying no sort of insinuation 
against the hon. gent. opposite,.as to the 
time when the business has been agitated: 
He,.-I am confident, is.incapable: of 


_ mean or unjustifiable maneeuvres to take me 


by surprise, or to put me.to any unne 
inconvenience. Of any such. motives I do 
most sincerely and fully acquit him.; I be- 


~lieve that the hon. gent..brought forward the 


business as soon as he received the informa- 
tion on which the charge was founded, and 
that in bringing it forward he acted fairly and 
honorably. When I have stated this, ] have 
to declare my opinion that some kind friend; 


no doubt with the best motives, contrived to 


get the busi:.ess introduced just at the time 
that my presence in another part of the king- 
dom was the most - necessary, and when my 
professional duties called for my most unres 
mitting exertions, It is under these pecu- 
liar circumstances. that Iam now forced to 
return to London to answer a charge of the 
gravest and most serious kind. If, in this 
case, I have not had reason to complain of 
the horrors andthe terrors. of imprisonment, 
a: least I have a fair right-to complain-of a 
pretty severe share of punishment.—Before, 
Sir, lenter at large into the subject,it may be 
proper for me at the outset to say a few words 
on a supposed letter sent from Mr. Morison, 
wishing me. to retract the sentiments ¢on- 
tained in my letter to the sheriff substitute 
of Bamffshire. 
ceived from Morison any such letter. Itvis 
true, indeed, the writer employed by Mori- 
son in Edinburgh to manage his business, 
for certainly in point of property Morison is 
a respectable man, did, about three weeks’ 
after the publication of my letter, call on me, 
wishing me to retract my. former statement, 
and assuring me that they had occasioned 
Morison a great deal of uneasiness. At this 
interview he assured me that,as farasheknew, _ 
Morison was a loyal man, and altogether 
a person of unexceptionable character.To this 
proposition my reply was short and simple, 
Previous to any retraction on my part, I re- 
— that Morison should offer an apology 
or his conduct; and this I conceived indi- 
spensably necessary, before 1. humbled my- 
self so far as to go on my knees to any indi- 
vidual whatever. Whether I was right in 


_ following this line of conduct will depend on 


a review of those circumstances which it will 
be necessary for me to state before I close my 
observations on this very serious charge. 
This only it is proper for me to add on this 
point, that fromthe day that this interview: 


It.is not true that Leverre- 


| 
4 


~ 


tobk place, Preceived’ no explaination, and 
that‘T neverheard more of the business tilhit 
first agitatéd in this house.— Having’ 
tadethesepreliwinary observations, I should, 
iow proceed’tothe merits’ of the case. Be- 
foray however, Ido this, it will be necessa- 
ty'to introduce ‘some general observations, 
which will materially assist the house in 
eomprehending the’ real ature of the pro- 
ceedings I (thought ‘it my duty 
far’ as Morisow was concem- 


ed) In the ‘first place, wish to direct the 


" attention of the house ‘to: the period of the 
at which the letter im question was 
itteny and the means of defence whiich 
Scotland at that time possessed, as applicable 
tomthé formidable: danger with which’ the 
cowntrywas threatened. It will be necesya~ 
ty forme, “before I sit down, to dwell some- 
what at large on the nature of the duties 
connected withthe office of lord advocate 
forscotland ; ‘but ever now it is proper that 
Ivshoutd incidentally allude ‘to it. Iomust 
first»of then, thatin' the cireum- 
stanees ander which the Jetter’ was written; 
Paéted ander the gravest responsibility. I 
have'to state, that at that period the means 
ot defence in. Scotland were totally inade- 
quate*to its defence.. ‘When say that 
land-was-then almost wholly left to itself, ‘I 
mean to throw out no-charge ‘either against 
the king's late ministers, or’ the illustrious 
_ persousiat the head of the-army.—'The effect 
ofthis however: was, that very’ considerable 
alarriednd dissatisfaction did prevaii in Scot- 
Jandy: thongh the wiseit and more reflecting 
part of the community: were convinced of 
the» necessity’ of concentrating the troops 
in» the vicinity of the»capital. The ‘house 
are sufficientlysawate what a'large propor- 
tion of the recruits for the regular army are 
atall:times obtained from Scotland. “Not- 
withstanding this [have now to mention, 
that, ‘at the period to which { am referring, 
there were only, inall Scotland, two weak bat- 
talions of the army of reserve, without cloth- 
ing and without arms; and one solitary regi- 
ment of dragoons. In this respect, then, 
we were solely left to ourselves. But, Sir, 
this was not alk At that very moment the 
nob'e lord, at the head of the troops in Scot: 
land, had actua!ly received orders to detach 
some part of our force to Ireland, and two 
of our best appointed and most’ steady regi- 
ments of militia were actually under march- 
ing orders for a district in Northumberland, 
- We bad thes only thirteen battalions of mi- 
litia ; the supplementary militia were then 
-hardiytin the ranks,»and of the volunteers a 
. greatoproportion were alsodesiitute of arms, 


and: im every: point of. view unprepared for 


on the east Coast of Scotland. When} 
mention that ander two major generaly 


there were only two’ regiments, I think [ 


mast! convey to the house @ tolerable picture 
_ of military defence of Scotland at the time 
_ when this letter, on which so much animad. 


version has passed, was written. With regard 


to the north ot Scotland, its whole safety 


depended upon the voluntary exertions: of 
the people. The noble lord at the head of 
the forces felt it his duty to concentrate what 
troops he could collect for the defence of 
Edinburgh, and therefore the defenceless’ 
state of the northern part of thei-land could 
not, at that, moment, be possibly avoided; 
lappeal then, Sir, to the candour of the 
howse, what my feelings must have been, 
when called on to offer an opinion respect. 
ing the conduct of ao individual, whose pros 
cécdings went tothe ‘direct discouragement 
of the exertions of the volunteers, on whom 
the safety of the North of Scotland de- 
pended, Am Eto be severely condemns 
ed'‘for not having guided myself wholly 
by ‘the cold ‘furmal terms of law? The 


‘more we feltthe necessity of concentrating 


the troops in the viciuity of Edinburgh, 
the more did we see ‘the expedience of 
encouraging, by every possible means, the 
exertions of the volunteers in the Northern 
part of the island. Unquestionably it was 
the duty of every man to discourage any at- 
tempt todamp the ardour of the voluntééts, 
and though I have no idea of dragooning 
into volunteers, I certainly did feél, 
that the conduct of Morison, under all the 
circumstances of the case, was highly to be 
reprobated. “So much I have conceived it 
necessary to say as to the means of defence 
possessed by Scotland, at the period when 
the letter was written. The next ‘point to 
which I wish (o advert is, the means of in- 


formation with regard to the probable at- 


tempt at invasion, at the period to which I 


have been referring. At that time it was. 
almost universally understood among all the’ — 
deputy lieutenants, or at least among all the 


lords lieutenants of counties, that invasion 
might be expected ‘from day to day. The 
noble lord at the head of the troops, strongly 
répresented the immediate probability of the 
attempt, and even went so far as to read a 
letter trom the secretary of state, intimating 
that government, from their knowledge of 
the enemy's preparations, were in daily ex- 
pectation of the enemy endeavouring to ef- 
fect a landing on our shores, So far, indeed, 
did the noble lord and I carry otr views on 


this subject, that not contented with precau- 


tions for ‘the readiness of the troops, we 


carried them even so far a8 to our own per 


sons, I can state to the house, that the nos 


~ 
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ble lord was so scrupulous on this point, that 
he determined not to sleep even one night 
‘out of Edinburgh, He even went so far as 
to refrain to sleep at Dalkeith, the seat of 
the Doke of Buccleugh, though only six 
miles from Edinburgh, from the apprehen- 
sion that the signal for the approach of the 
‘enemy might be hoisted, and even an. hour 
should not be lost in leading the troops a- 
gainst the invaders, Jt was under such cir- 
‘cumstances and such impressions, that I sat 
down to consider the case of Morison, -and 
_ jo the answer which I gave to the memorial 
‘submitted for my opinion, as well as in the 
letter to the sheriff of Bamfishire, I certainly 
did deliver my sentiments under the impres- 
sion that the enemy might have landed in 
Scotland, even before my letter reached its 
destination.-—Having put the house in pos- 
session of the real state of things, so far as 
our information respecting the time when 
invasion might have been expected in Scot- 
land, I proceed to make a few observations 
_on the nature of the oflice which it is my duty 
tohold, and which may tend to enable the 
house more fairly and impartially to judge of 
the question at issue. ‘They, Sir, who judge 
‘of the office of lord advocate for Scotland 
by a comparison with the dry, formal office 
of attorney-general in this country, have, 
indeed, formed a most erroneous opinion on 
the subject. The hon, gent. has professed 
"his inability to explain to the house the va- 
rious and complicated duties of this office. 
I wish that I could within any reasonable 
‘compass define its duties, and then I can 
-assure the house that though extensive, al- 
beyond conception, they would afford 
me ease and retirement, compared with the 
endless succession of duties which now suc- 
scessively pass under my review. It will be 
necessary for me to say a few words here 
-Tespecting the executive govt. in Scotland, 
-previous to the union. At that period the 
‘ Jord high chancellor, the lord justice general, 
the lord justice .clerk, the lord privy seal, 
and the lord advocate, were the constituent 
‘members of administration. From a variety 
~of causes these had successively disappeared. 
The lord high chancellor was no longer in 
existence. The lord privy seal existed mei+ ly 
for the purpose of appending the seal of 
Scotland. -The lord chief justice general is 
.the mere nominal head of a court at which 
-be never presides. By a special act of 
‘parliament the lord justice clerk can have 
mo seat in the house, and is wholly confined 


sto his own court.—Under these circum- 


“stances, Sir, the whole of the duties con- 
ected with these various departments have 


' how entirely deyolyed on the lord adyocate . 
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of Scotland. To him all inferior officers 
look for advice and decision, and with the 
greatest propriety it miay be said that he pos- 
sesses the whole of the executive govern- 
ment of Scotland under his particular care. 
I, Sir, have found in my own experience 
how boundless are the duties which thisoffice 
imposes, It has fallen to my lot in a. thou- 
sand instances not only to give advice on 
subjects convected with my professional pur- 
suits, but on subjects altogether foreign 
from my habits of life, I have often been 
under the necessity of giving advice on mat- 
ters purely military, and to endeavour to 
remove difficulties which had occurred in 
arranging the means of national defence. . I 
may state, without exaggeration, that since 
the first passing of the acts for the defence 
ofthe country, I haye given to lord lieus | 
tenants and others employed in carrying 
these acts into effect, no less than eight 
hondred different opinions on the subject of 
military arrangements. ThisI have been 
called to do from the difference of , habits 
and manners in different districts of Scot- 
to which no general. legislative opi- 
nion could ever reach. While I am on this 
subject, I may with the utmost propriety 
add, that, since the arrival of the. present 
commander in chief in Scotland (Earl Moi- 
ra), I have been in a great measure relieved 
from this very fatiguing part of my public 
duty. That gallant nobleman possesses not 
only the utmost perfection of military sci- 
ence, but unites so much civil and political 
knowledge, that he has conciliated and en- 
deared al] hearts. Under his auspices we 
have not only begun to feel no dread of in- 
vasion, but have imbibed confidence in our . 
selves. We have not only adopted. this 
confidence, but.we have bzen inspired with 
an enthusiastic desire to prove ourselves 
worthy of our illustrious commander, and 
by our blood to add new glory to his fame 
in arms, Iam proud, Sir, to boast of the 
confidence which the noble lord has been 
pleased to repose in me, and I will put it 
with fairness to the house, whether, if my 
public conduct had ever been marked witl 
severity, wantonness or oppression, it is at 
all likely that I should have continued to 
enjoy the good opinion of one so much dis- 
tinguished by his public and his private vir- 
tues. Will. the house credit the possibility 
of the noble lord’s at all, times honouring 
with his regard an individual under whose 
administration the people of Scotland were _ 
reduced to the degrading state »vhich the 
hon. gent, who introduced the charge seem- 
ed to represent? In judging of my public 
conduct, the house ought to bear in mind _ 
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the duties which I have to perform and the 
scene on which I am called onto act. It 
‘should be remenibered that, with the ex- 
‘ception of the legislature, Scotland is still 
to all intents and putposes a separate king- 
dom. Its laws, its customs, and its man- 
ners have undergone nochange. In the ap- 
plication of general acts much local expla- 
nation is required, and therefore the lord 
advocate of Scotland must frequently act 
on his responsibility. This is the sort of 
‘conduct which every one in this situation is 


necessarily compelled to pursue. Cases do 


occur when nothing but responsibility can 
enable a lord advocate of Seotland firmly and 
honestly to perform his duty to the public. In 
‘the American war, a noble lord (Lord Mel- 
ville) who then filled the situation, acted on 
“one occasion on this principle in a way that 
‘did him the highest honour. The instance 
to which I allude was the case of several ves- 
sels ‘about to sail from Greenock and Port- 
‘patrick for New York and Boston. If these 
vessels had been permitted to sail, the con- 
sequence would have been that a number of 
British subjects would have been totally lost 
to this country. What then did the noble 
lord do under these circumstances? He did 
precisely that which his public duty impe- 
riously required of him. He incurred a 


Brand responsibility, immediately sent 


ers to the custom-house officers at the ports 
from which the vessels were to sail, and had 
‘them all embargoed. Thus, by incurring 
Yesponsibility, an important public object 
was obtained, though the act in itself was 
not strictly legal. Another case, which is 
also, strongly in point, occurred during the 
administration of my ‘predecessor in office. 
It so happened that he received intelligence 
that a letter would be sent from the post 
office at Perth, and would reach Edinburgh 
ona particular day. In this case, if legal 
forms had been adhered to, an order from 
the secretary of state’s office must have been 
obtained before the letter could be stopped. 
But what had his hon. friend done at such a 
Crisis? he felt that he must and ought to 
stand upon his responsibility. He did fol- 
Jow this course. He intercepted the letter, 
and from the information it contained he 
‘was enabled to detect and bring Watt, 
the traitor, to condign punishment. In my 
own experience I have also felt it my duty 
to stand on my responsibility, when it ap- 
peared to me that the public service was in- 
terested. Information reached me, that se- 
veral vessels ‘were about to sail from ports in 
the west of Scotland, with a number of emi- 
grants on board, bound to America, and 

at the amount of provisions was not much 


more than one-third of what was necessary - 


to provide for even an ordinary voyage, 
Here I did not hesitate a moment, but im. 
mediately, by orders to the custom-house 
officers, had them embargoed, till a proper 
supply of provisions was obtained. The ac. 
tion was not strictly legal, but my own 
sense of public duty represented to me the 
necessity of resorting to it and awaiting the 
‘consequences. No fault was found with 


my conduct, andif 1 had thought that it. 


would have been blamed, I could only have 
come to this house for an act of indemnity, 
I felt it my duty to act on the same princi. 
ples in July last, when the insurrection 
broke out in Doblin. At that time I was 
apprized that numbets of Irishmen were at. 


riving at Port Patrick, from Ireland. Ina. 


turally supposed, as was the case, a bill 
wou'd pass, enabling the [Irish govt. to 
prevent any person leaving Ireland without 
a passport. There was no similar law 
against their reception here; but, acting on 
the principle that this act was meant to be 
reciprocal, I immediately sent orders to pre. 
vent any persons but women and children 
from landing in any port of this kingdom, 
without a passport; and those who had no 
passport I immediately ordered to be sent 
back again to Ireland. Here, to be sure, I 
did not act in conformity to the strict letter 
of the law. Carrying the matter to strict 
interpretation, an action of false imprison- 
ment would, perhaps, have lain against me, 
But I should have been ashamed of myself 
if, from an apprehension of any such con- 
sequences, I had at all dreaded to encoun- 
ter responsibility, or to answer for my con- 
duct with my head. On these principles I 
have always proceeded, and on these grounds 
it is my determination always to act.—It 
did occur to me, in the event of the enemy 
appearing off the coast,and evidencing an in- 
tention of landing, that it would be impossible 


to go on in the common mode of adminis-— 


tering justice, and I therefore, in confor- 
mity to the opinion of the noble commander 
in chief, applied to government for the ap- 
pointment of a conditional committee, for 
declaring martial law in the event of the 
efiemy'’s landing.—Feeling that noble 
secretary of state was apprehensive that the 
knowledge of such a measure might create 
unnecessary alarm, I desired himself only to 
say so, that I would take the whole respon- 
sibility on’ myself, would burn bis letter on 


the subject, would on my own responsibi- © 


lity take every step that was necessary for 
the public safety, and would throw myself 


‘on the candour of this house. If, however, 


the house be inclined to take on themselves 
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the responsibility which had always. been. 


- understood to attach to the character of lord 
advocate, I shall feel happy, and thank them 
for the relief. There is another thing 
which may give some idea of the situation 
in which Scotland stood at the moment 
when that letter was written, and of the 
degree of responsibility which the imperious 
necessity of the times called on me to un- 
dertake. At that time Edinburgh was in 
the greatest state of alarm, and was by. no 
means adequately defended, such as by the 
exertions of the noble lord to whom | have 
so often alluded, it now is, nor could it at that 
moment have resisted an attack of five 
thousand men. In this situation, the banks 
and private bankers had provided the neces- 
sary accommodations for retreating with all 
their effects. . I was here again forced to in- 
terpose my responsibility, If the enemy 
should land, what in that case would be- 
come of the payment of the troops, the banks 
having fled with all their cash?, 1 caused a 
military chest to be erected, in which all the 
cash of the country should be deposited. I 
told them that I would take the. responsi- 
bility on myself. The pay of 20 000 troops, 
‘while an enemy was in the country, could 
not be suffered to depend on a check or bill 
on London. Such was the responsibility in 
which I stood, and such the character in 
which I acted. 1t was not as public prose- 
cutor that I wrote the letter in question; it 
was not my object to have Mr. Morison 
apprehended as a suspected person, but I 
felt it a duty incumbent on me, from the 
situation I held, arising from the official in- 
formation which I had received.—The hon. 
gent. says that my opinion and my letter 
were very different’ They, indeed, were 
80, for they were founded on very different 
information, aod were given under very 
different circumstances. The one was an 
opinion delivered by me to a client; the 
other was a letter written in consequence of 
a communication made to me in my official 
capacity, by a person holding an official si- 
tuation in the county in which the transac- 
The memorial or statement, 
on which my opinion was formed, was not 
Jaid before me by the sheriff substitute, but 
by the private agent of Garrow. It stated 

the fact of the service, of Garrow's dismissal, 
and concluded with the question, ** is he 
entitled to payment for his service during 
the period of his service?” The letter, on 
the other hand, was written in consequence 
of a communication made to me officially 
by Mr. Forbes, sheriff substitute of the 
county, whose business it is to impart to me 

Such occurrences in the county as he. may 


(eos 


deem of any public importance, or as likely 
to aid or impede the public service. He 
thought it a business of sucha nature as 
called on him to wait on me, and commu- 
nicate to me the circomstances under which 
it occurred, I shall state that. information 
to the house, and then let them judge of the 
dilemma in which the.lord advocate of Scot- 
land must stand, if, with the high respon-. 
sibility to which he is subjected, he is to be 
liable fo charges like the present. Were 
I to wish to shelter myself under a vile in- 
sinuation against Morison that [had received 
information against him, which, indepen. 
dent of the circumstances attending the 


_ dismissal, would warrant the conduct which 


I had adopted, would the house ask me to . 
divulge my privateinformation? It unques- 
tionably would not. If it did, there would 
be an end to all communications of the 


_kind, as none would be found in such cir 


cumstances ready to give any information. | 
If I ask for. indemnity, is it necessary to 
shew that I have acted legally? Of what 
use, then, would be an application for in- 
demnity? produced Arima facie evidence 
of being actuated by no sinister or uuproper 
motive, I would not be required to divulge 
the real grounds on which my conduct was 
founded. If a disclosure of such secret 
grounds of opinion were at all required, 
they would not be called for openly, but in 
a secret committee. It is not my wish, 
however, to screen myself under such an 
allegation. Justice to Mr. Morison requires 
me to declare, that I have no cause to im- 
pute any improper conduct or motives to 
hin, farther than was communicated to me 
by the sheriff substitute regarding this af- 
fair. Feeling the bad effects which the 
conduct of Morison had, and was likely to 
have in that part of the country, the she- 
riff substitute, on his own part, and on the 
part of the other magistrates of the county, 
came to me, and stated how materially the 
public service had been injured. He inform- 


-ed me that the servant had not entered 


against the will, but without obtaining the 
consent of his master, That his.master had 
seen him attend drill for four months with- 
out objecting to it, hehaving done it at 
extraordinary hours, Having thus qualified 
himself for the service, and entitled to avail - 
himself of his attendance, he asked leave of 
his master to go, but was refused, a_parti- 
cular piece of work being at the same time 
pointed out to him, which he must perform. 
So great was his zeal for the public service, 
and at the same time his desire not to neg- 
lect his master’s work, be rose -during the 
night-time, and completed the-task assigned 
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him, Having done'so, he shewed it to his 
master, again asked leave to go, and was 
again refused, This, probably, was the first 
time he had: worn his uniform, desirous, 
most likely of figuring before some of his 
female acquaintance, and anxious, no doubt, 
to profit by the attendance which he had 
formerly given, he did attend the inspection, 
expecting at the very most that he would re- 
ceive a scold for his disobedience. In this, 
however, he was deceived, his master dis- 
missed him, although he offered to work 
extra hours, or any additional day at the ex- 
piration of bis agreement. But how was he 
turned away? Was he turned away as the 
hon. gent, would dismiss one of his servants 
who had deservedly. offended him? Were 
his wages honestly and fairly paid to him ? 
No, he and his family were turned to the 
door without a single farthing of wages, 
even for the time he had actually served, 
which he did not latterly recover, but through 
a decree of the sheriff. Dismissal of a servant 
_ in Scotland, it isto be observed, is very dif- 
ferent in its effects from a similar line of 
conduct in this country. In Scotland ser- 
vants were not engaged by the day or 
_ week, but by the half year, at two stated 
terms, when every servant necessary for that 
half year's work, is engaged. It was there- 
fore not to be expected that he should get a 
place for the remainder of the winter. There 
are, besides, no poor rates in Scotland, of 
course no alternative seemed to await him 
but to beg or tu starve. These are the cir- 
camstances on which I proceeded, commu- 
- nicated tome not by the servant, but official- 
ly by the chief magistrate of the county, 
impressed with the conviction of the mischie- 
vous effects which such conduct had pro- 
duced on the public service, Is there then 
a man in this house who will now hesitate 
where to apply the terms injustice and op- 
pression? Jdo say, that I, at this moment, 
consider the conduct of Morison to have been 
unjust and oppressive in the extreme ; and, 
on mature and calm deliberation, if I doubt 
of any part. of my conduct in that business, 
it is how far my legal opinion, that he was 
warranted in dismissing his servant, was well 
founded. The circumstances were stated ta 
- meas guardian of the laws of Scotland. In 
what light could I view the conduct of Mo- 
rison? The hon. gent, says, that I was not 
entitled, however, to read a man’s motives 
in his conduct ; asif there was one man in 
the North of Scotland in the pay of France, 
in what manner could he act to denote his 
character more ¢learly than Morison had here 
done? The hon. gent. has completely mis- 


placed those sentiments of commiseration 


and compassion on which had largely! 


dwelt. ,This, however, I am convinced 
proceeded from a partial and incomplete in. 
formation of the facts of the case. 
known them fully, he must have seen that 
his compassion was far more justly due to 
the servant than tothe master. There is, 
however, another circumstance, of which 


then had information, with which the con. . 


duct of Morison exactly corresponded, nor 
was I at all unwarranted in supposing him to 
be a person of that description. 1 was not 
ignorant that there had existed at Portsay, 
within a mile or two of the place where this 
gent. lived, asociety called ** the Society for 
Universal Liberty,” founded on the principle 
of never ceasing to promote their chimerical 
and visionary plans, so long as a member of 
it existed. The condact of this society had 
been such as to induce the sheriff to inform 
them, that he must have the honours of the 
sittings at the after meetings, and on thig 
notification they had thought proper to dis- 


solve. That they did, however, still 


nue to meet in small parties, for feditious 
purposes, and that ove of their objects was 
to discountenance and discourage volunteer: 
ing among servants, was known. I was 
well aware that the primum mobile, the prins 
cipal instigator and promoter of this society, 
was a person very likely to have influence 
over Mr. Morison. What then was | ta 
think, when] saw him so wantonly and un- 
disguisedly impeding the-public service, but 
that he was one of the persons who had 
adopted this as their grand and systematic ob« 
ject?) My mind, probably, is not properly 
constructed, but such was my feeling and 
persuasion on the occasion. Let me ask, if 
a person had sold himself into the service of 
France, and were to put the question to the 
First Consul, how he could best serve him, 
what would he answer? ‘ You liveina 
remote part of the country, where you can 
expect little aid from the regular force, which 
must necessarily be kept near the capital. In« 
telligence you can send me none ; therefore, 
the most essential service you can render 
me is, to do every thing you can to dis- 
courage, impede, and defeat the volunteer- 
ing.” If, therefore, Morison: had been in 


the direct pay of France, he could have » 


done’ nothing more effeciually to serve it 


than he actually had done.—Having now. 


gone through, at much greater length than 
I intended, the conduct of Morison, as stated 
by the sheriff substitute, I shall proceed ta 
make a few remarks on the letter. The hon, 
gent. has divided this branch into three dis- 
tinct points, There is one on which he haq 
not-touched, which, as it may militate against 
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me wiih some of the legal gentlemen near 
me, whose good wishes I am eager fo re- 
concile, I must explain, The passage I al- 
Jade to is that in which I state, that I have 
_~ yeturned the fee; a practice, I can assure 
my learned friends and the hon. gent., by no 
means common in my country, and one 
which I shall be sorry to extend to the hon. 
gent, should he be ever pleased to employ 
_me. The first part of the letter touched on 
by the hon. gent. is that in which I state the 
conduct of Morison to be of an atrocious na- 
ture, and that the gentlemen of the county 
should enter into a resolution not to asso- 
ciate with him, When I first suggested this 
to the sheriff substitute, he told me that this 
was already in a great measure the case. I 
told him then, the power of punishing was 
in their own hands, and if they required my 
testimony in support of their conduct, they 
should have it. That sentiment I still retain. 
Will this house entertain a complaint against 
* a public officer for libelling a private indivi- 
dual? ‘To an action of damages, I am sen- 
sible, if 1 have libelled Mr. Morison, I am 
liable, and even that my official situation 
might be a ground for enhancing them. 
But, with such a question, this house has 
nothing to do. I have expressed my opinion 
of his conduct. In that opinion I still per- 
severe. The very act of sending the letter 
may amount to publication of the libel, if it 
beone. Let Mr. Morison bring his proper 
action, and I shall be ready to answer to it, 
As to the idea that my advice to the gentle- 
men of the county not to associate with Mr. 
Morison, was to produce that sentiment, can 
- the house believe that such would have been 
the effect, had not such an idea corresponded 
with their own feelings? A pretty satisfac- 
tory proof of this feeling manifested itself at 
a quarterly county meeting, where one gent. 
was found willing to bring my letter under 
consideration; the motion, however, was 
thrown over the table. Was I the only per- 
son not entitled to express this opinion ? or 
does the hon. gent. think, that I was bound 
to recommend him to the notice and respect 
of the gentlemen of the county, and to ad- 
vice them to take him cordially by the hand? 
standing in the situation in which I] did, and 
told officially, by a public officer, what effect 
his conduct had produced, what other step 
could I have adopted? the next point touch- 
ed.on, by the hon. gent., was that part, in 
which I recommend, that in case of a land- 
ing of the enemy, Morison should be ap- 
prehended. On this head,’ the hon. gent. 
remarks, what would be the effect, if, in re- 
sisting such attempt, he should commic mur- 
- der? “His offence, says the hon, gent would 


[s10 


not be punishable, he would have been ap+ 
prehended without a warrant! The hon.gent. 
bas clearly misconceived this part of the case. 
My letter would not have been the warrant, 
on which, in the event of a landing, Mori- 
son would have been apprehended. It could 
only have served as the authority or mandate 
to the sheriff, or other officer, to issue the 
proper warrant, and to which, therefore, the 
objection of the hon, gent. will not apply. 
Bat, says the hon. gent., if you did think this 
act necessary, you have even excceded it ; 
for, not content with apprehending, you 
have also ordered him to be detained. If 
this had not been ordered, what use could 
there have been, in ordering him, or any 
suspicious person, to be apprehended? it 
could be of no use whatever ; if not detained 
till the enemy were driven from the coast, 
what beneficial effect could arise from appre- 
hending him on the first landing of the 
enemy. On this subject, the act of 1791 
had been referred to, and I feel happy in see- 
ing that act alluded to and read. It proves 
that the liberties of my country are fixed on 
as solid a foundation as those of England are, 
by the boasted habeas corpus. But the hon. 
gent. ought to have observed, that times of 
invasion or rebellion, are expressly excepted 
in the act. The warrants. however, it is to 
be remarked, are ordered to be issued, un- 

der the orders of five members of the privy 
council. Unfortunately there is now none 
such in Scotland, and if I, who now bear on 
my shoulders the whole weight of the privy 
council of Scotland, am not entitled to grant 
such anthority, Scotland is in the unhappy 
situation of possessing no remedy against this 
evil If it is on this narrow ground, that 
the hon, gent. wishes to propose a censure 
upon me, I shall, most willingly, submit, 
This letter, however, it was never in my con- 
templation should go out of the pocket of 
the person to whom it was written, unless ia 
case of it being necessary to apprehend Mo, 
rison. Then it would have been a justifica- 
tion to the person who issued the warrant, 

But I desire it either to be put on record, or a 
notarial copy to be made of it. But the hon, 
gent. says that I am liable for any conse- 
quence which may result from the writing 

of this letter, whether I could have divined 
the consequence or not. This is rather anew 
and dangerous principle to maintain. It was 
equally impossible that I could figure that 
this letter could have been put‘on record, as 
that a Jetter written by the hon. gent. or by 
either of our wives, should have found its 
way thither, But the hoo. gent. might say, 
now that we are in possession of the fact, 
that you really haye such suspicious charace 
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ters, Jet us_see that you have no.more of 
them, Let us see your green boxes, and 
we will tell you how far you are well found- 
ed, This, indeed, would be exceedingly con- 
venient, as there would then be no respon- 
sibility, What if Morison had been appre- 
hended—would gentlemen have said, make 


out a legal case? Then there would have | 


been no occasion for indemnity.—Haying 
_ thus Jaid the case before the house, haying 
stated the danger of the country at the pe- 
riod when the letter was written, having 
pointed out the responsibility of my own si- 
tuation, I leave it to the house to determine 
whether1 have not made out such a case as 
must.satisfy them. I trust I have already said 
enough to shew that, in the very critical si- 
tuation I_ was placed, and with such infor- 
_mation as was then before me, I might have 


undertaken, on my own responsibility, 


have Mr. Morison arrested in the event of 
invasion. I am now assured that Mr. Mo- 
rison isa loyal and respectable man. It may 
be so; but in time of great danger we must 
act for the safety of the state, on the evi- 
dence then before us.—The rt. hon. gent, 
concluded by throwing himself upon the 
candour of the house, and apologizing for 
having so long detained it. The lord advocate 

. then withdrew from the house. 

Mr. Whitbread then moved, “ that it ap- 
pears tothis house that the conduct of thert. 
hon. CharlesHope, his for 
Scotland, in writing the said letter, has been 


oppressive, illegal, and contrary tohis official © 


duty.” The question being put, 

_ Lord A. Hamilton rose and stated that he 
thonght the first sentence which had fallen 
from tbe noble lord in his defence, was an 
aggravation of his offence. His lordship had 
said, that if Mr. Morison had apologised to 
him, all might have been well. Mr. Mori- 
son's condact he did not admire, but the con- 
duct of the lord advocate did not the less de- 
serve his reprobation. After what he had 
heard, he could not deny that the powers of 
the lord advocate were great, but he was not 
the less oh that account called on to be cir- 
cumspect in his conduct. It was not the 
conduct of Morison, but that of the lord ad- 
vocate which was now before the house, and 
though the condnet of Morison might be 
calcalated to impede the voluntary exertions, 
it could hardly be contended that the mode 
in which the lord advocate had conducted 
himself, was calculated to inspirit them. He 
had said that the letter was not intended to 
go out of the pocket of the person to whom 
it had been sent. How, in that case, could 
it bold him out to the Contempt and odium 


‘which it professed for its object? Keeping 


the letter secret, his lordship rather thought 
an aggravation of the injury, for in that wa 
it must have come on 
bolt, without any previous expectation, and 
while he thought himself secure, he must, 
withont being heard in his defence, haye 
been deprived both of his liberty and pro. 
perty. 

The Attorney General was of opinion, that 
after what they had heard from the rt, hon, 
and learned lord himself any thing that he 
could say, could add but little'to bis justi. 


cation. The learned lord had stated, that, ° 


asa lawyer, he had founded his opinion og 
the private information of an individual, but 
in regard to the question now before the 
house, he had acted on the information of 
the sheriff, aud not on the information of a 
private individual. The principal objection 
to the conduct of the learned lord, he stated, 
arose from an idea that it was oppressive to 
the individual: but, even allowing this ob- 
jection its foll force, all would, at the same 
time, admit, that this was not a case that 
required the interference of the house. The 


_ laws of the country were already sufficient 


for the redress of such grievances. He wold 
be the last man, he said, to say, that the ex. 
ressions contained in the. letter, were all 


justifiable, Many of them, on the contrary, on 


re-consideration, would be found blameable, 
but he did not think that those expressions 
could form a sufficient ground for the inter. 
ference of parliament. From the statement 
that had been so distinctly given, he could 
easily, conceive why Morison would rather 


apply for redress in this ‘way, than in any. 


other. It would have been no wise proceeds 
ing in Morison, he conceived to have had 
recourse to law, in the usual manner, not 
because there was _no law in his favour, but 
because, from all circumstances, it was pro- 
bable that he might not have had damages, 
If the case really led to so great damages as 
was represented, Morison had an opportunie 
ty to have them, as the law was open to him, 
and competent in evey respect for redress, 
In regard to indemnity, it was not usual for 
an officer to apply, prospectively, for any se- 
curity of this kind. But the fact requiring 
indemnity, had really not been committed. 
The learned lord, had only given orders that 
such a fact should take place, and no indems 
nity, therefore, became necessary. — The 
hon. and learned gent. then directed the at- 


tention of the house, to the passage in the 


letter respecting compensation, The law, no 
doubt, provided, he said, that compensation 
should be made to sufferers, but here also, 
distinctions were to be made. If such suf- 


ferers had not been careful to preserve thei 


im like a thunder. 
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; pro y, if they had not used every means 

in their power against the common enemy, if 
they had even prevented the operation of 
measures for the general defence, what de- 
‘gree of compensation could such men expect? 
the opinion of the learned lord seemed to 
originate in this principle, but it was only 
an opinion, and could not operate to the 
rejudice of the supposed sufferer, as it could 
have no legal effect. Suppose the case ever 


could have existed, it must afterwards have. 


come before a court to be tried, before which 
‘the learned lord could only lay the circum- 
stances, such as he understood them, and 
with whom he could have no influence, but 
only in so far as his opinion corresponded 
with those circumstances, But the house 
ought to attend to the circumstances of the 
coantry, and the situation it was then in, 
which he did not think by any means a mat- 
ter of so little importance as the noble lord 
(A. Hamilton) seemed to do. The house 
ought certainly to view the matter with 


great consideration, but at the same time he | 


could not see that any fair ground was made 
out for their interference. He disagreed 
with the noble lord opposite, that the con- 
duct of the learned lord could impede the 
‘services of the volunteers. The hon. gent. 
‘opposite (Mr. Whitbread), had said that the 
‘volunteers were a good thing, but that we 
were not to be dragooned into volunteering ; 
but if we were not to be dragooned into vo- 
lunteering, we certainly ought not to be 
dragooned out of it. 
that the servant rose in the night time, and 
did the work that stood for the day, the 
house, he thought, would alter their opini- 


ons in some respect as to the general ques- | 
tion. If Morison’s case appeared to be in 


some instances a hard one, that of the ser- 
_ vant could not be considered as less so, and 
he had no doubt, that had the hon. gent. 
considered all the circumstances, he would 
have said to Morison, it is unnecessary to 
apply to parliament, take the usual course 
of law. If the learned lord was really con- 
-vinced that the conduct of Morison proceed- 
ed from disaffection, he certainly could not 


be to blame for the manner in which he had 


acted, He had been anxious for the defence 
and safety of the country, and what he had 
done had been the effect of that anxiety. So 


far, therefore, was he from approving the 


present motion, that he would rather move 


that the other orders of the day be now read. 


The rt, hon, and learned gent, then con- 
cluded with moving an amendment to that 
effect, 

- Mr. Grey rose and addressed the house in 
the following terms :—I feel, Sir, no degree 
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of surprise that it should be the wish of 
some gentlemen to get rid of the motion of 
my hon. friend; bat I confess that I am 
much astonished at the manner in which it 
is proposed to get rid of it, and this surprise 
is heightened by the representation which: 
the learned mover of the amendment has 
given of this important transaction. If an 
thing could add to the deep regret that the 
whole of this affair has excited in my mind, 
it would be the light terms in which it has 
been spoken of, and the sort of defence set 
up for it by a learned gent. holding a high 
public office in the country—a- gent. upon 
whom the pure administration of justice so 
very much depends. Into the defence offer- 
ed for his conduct by the noble lord who is 
the subject of the motion, so far as it refers 
to the alleged misbehaviour of Mr. Mori- 
son, I will not enter, nor do I think it ne- 
cessary in the consideration of this great 
question, with which it has little or nothing 
to do; the point for the decision of the 
house being simply this, whether the lord 
advocate of Scotland has, in the exercise of 
his office, been guilty of oppression and ille- 
gality?. The noble and learned lord has 
thought proper to go into a very long detail 
of the nature of the office which he holds, 
and the old authorities from Which he derives 
his various powers. Through this detail £ 
will not follow him. It is not now peves~ 
sary, for whether he enjoys such a combina- 
tion of power is not for us now to inquire; 
but whether he has, in the instance before 
the house, exercised his authority with dis- 
cretion, and a due regard to the sacred and 
immutable precepts of justice. ‘The noble 
lord has stated many acts done by lord ad- 
vocates which were not legal, and yet were ~ 
not deemed censurable; but in none of the. 
cases alluded to can I discover any precedent 
at all analogous to that of which he is now 
accused, for in each of those a necessity ap- 
peared to call for the line of proceeding re- 
sorted to. When persons were about to 
emigrate to America, as the learned lord 
stated, in order to find their way tothe 
ranks of the enemy, it was unquestionably 
right to prevent it; and to prohibit ships to 
sail which were not supplied with sufficient 
provisions for the sustenance of their crews, 
was what humanity must approve. ‘The in- 
terposition of the lord advocate to intercept 
a treasonable correspondence through the 
medium of the post-office, and the recent 
interdict against the landing of Irishmen in 
Scotland, without a passport from ‘Ireland, 
were acts to be supported by strong reasons, 


-but I contend that there is not, in the chu- 


racter of any of those acts, the least simui- 
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‘tude ‘to the transaction which the learned 
lord supposes them satisfactory precedents 
to justify. .They were cases in which the 

_ prompt exercise of authority was necessary, 
or the public interest. might have suffered, 
and the public safety been endangered : but 
Iwouldask, whether any such consequences 
could have ensued from delay in this affair? 
‘Can any men pretend to plead that in de- 
fence of the conduct of the learned lord on 
‘this occasion? Can it be that any 
injury could result to the public, or to any 

- individual, had the learned lord, when he 
received the information respecting Mori- 
.son, waited until he had made full inquiry, 
and given the accused, that of which the 
Jearned lord has availed himself this night ; 
namely, an opportunity to resist the charge 

_ alleged against him? There was no occa- 
sion for a sudden decision upon this ques- 
dion. Would it not then have been becom- 


ing the high office which the learned lord » 


‘holds, and his. character as a man, to have 
taken time to investigate the whole merits 
of the charge before he attempted to stig- 
matize the character and endanger the li- 
berty of a British subject? If it be said 
that the conduct of Morison was reprehen- 
sible, as it tended to impede the progress 
of the volunteer system, I would tell gen- 


tlemen, that the conduct of a public officer 
is much more reprehensible, who by an 
abuse of power, hy oppressive and illegal 
acts, damps and discourages the spirit of 
the people, which cherishes and sustains 


that system. Any inattention to, much 
more outrage upon the rights of the people, 
must naturally render them less anxious for 
the defence of the power which sanctions 
- dt. The principal use and object of power 
is the protection of popular liberty; when 
it is employed for a contrary purpose its 
existence is an evil, and the people living 
under it cannot be interested in its security. 


What then is so likely to be the effect of. 


such an act.as that which is the subject of 
this debate? To state it is enough to ex- 
cite reprobation; and serious must be the 
consequences if it should be overlooked in 
the way the mover of the amendment 
would recommend, As to the learned 
Jord’s statement respecting the situation of 
Scotland at the time he wrote this unjusti- 
fiable letter to Mr. Morison, I believe it to 
be strictly true ; and if the learned lord 
states that 5000 of the enemy could have 
taken possession of Edinburgh, I can assure 
him that that city was not more defenceless 
_at that period than were many other dis- 
tricts of the kingdom; for, to my know- 


ledge, 5000 men could have very easily 
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possessed themselves of all the valuable col. 
lieries in the vicinity of the Tyne, Such 
was the injudicious distribution of our pub. 
lic force! However, this injudicions dis. 
tribution or scarcity of our force only serves 
to shew, that there was a great call for ex. 
ertion, and that circumstance, far from Opes 
rating to extenuate, much less to justify the 
act of the learned lord, places his conduct 
in a more aggravated point of view, because 
it had a direct tendency to check exertion 
and to disgust the public feeling. The learn. 
ed mover of the amendment considered this 
subject in two points of view: first, as to 
the degree of private injury which the letter 
was likely to inflict ypon Morison, andn 
as to the public consequence which belon 
to the transaetion. As to the first, I would 
ask of any man, whether any thing can be 
imagined more particularly calculated to do 
a serious injury to any individual in the cir. 
cumstances of Morison than to affix such a 
stigma to his character as this letter contains, 
to hold him out as a person unfit to be asso. 
ciated with, to excite all his neighbours to 
conspire against him? Surely the mere 
statement of such an attempt is sufficient 
evidence of the intent to do material injary 
to the individual, and the power of the pers. 
son attempting it to effect his purpose, can- 
not be denied: but what aggravates this at- 
tempt is this, that the man against whom it 
was made was refused the opportunity of 
repelling the charge that led to it; and the 
still farther aggravation is, that the letter 
concludes with a paragraph that no come 
pensation would be allowed to Morison for 
any property of his which might be de- 
stroyed in the event of invasion ; a pretty 
good hint this, by the bye, when combined 
with the manner in which ‘the man’s cha- 
racter was marked out, that his propert 
might, in such an eveat, be destroyed with 
impunity. Upon the whole of the busi- 
ness, then, I would submit to any candid 
man, whether any private injury could have 
been more ESL The learned mover of 


the amendment says, that Morison may have . 
his redress for any private injury by an appeal 


at law; but I would wish to know how is 
that redress to be obtained? If an. applica 
tion be to the criminal Jaw, I would have 
the house to understand, that in Scotland 
the lord advocate is the only criminal prose 
cutor, and there is no grand jury to whom a 
bill of indictment can be preferred, In the 
person of the lord advocate centers the power 
of criminal prosecutor and grand jury. How, 
then, is Morison io proceed? If an action 
for damages were recommended, I would 


only beg the house to consider what success 
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’ aman was likely to have, who should be . 
described to a Scotch court as Morison has 
been, and.who should stand forward as the 


adversary of the lord advocate? Besides, it _ 


would not be quite prudent for the man to” 
expose himself to still farther resentment by 
such a mode of proceeding. The learned 
‘mover of the amendment has argued, as if 
the house should not take notice of this let- 
ter, because it only related to something to 
be done in a certain contingency, and be- 
cause the act was not complete, therefore, 
according to the learned gent., not of any 
‘serious consequence ; but the house must be 
aware, that its first duty is to watch over the 
public officers, to prevent them from abusing 
their authority, and whenever the disposi- 
‘tion to such abuse appears, immediately to 
interfere. That a case has been made out 
in this instance to call for such interference, 
‘and that the house is bound to notice it, I 
‘entertain not the least doubt.—The learned 
Jord mentioned in one part of his speech, 
that this letter was a private order to the 
sheriff substitute of Bamff, and not meant 
tobe made public ; but how does this square 
with .a statement in another part of the 
Jearned lord's speech, that he on the day the 
Jetter was dated, had a personal communi- 
cation with that sheriff at Edinburgh? If 
‘the order was meant to be private, it might 
chave been communicated at that meeting, 
and there could have been no necessity for a 
aletter to be afterwards transmitted to the 
sheriff's clerk, for the purpose of being in- 
scribed upon the registers of the county. 
That such a letter as this was not . written 
' ‘witha view to publicity, it would be quite 
absurd to suppose. The very terms of the 
~ letter itself, particularly that which related 
to the exclusion of Morison from the society 
of his neighbours, was sufficient demonstra- 
tion of that, and the manner in which the 
thing was done, with the pretences upon 
which it was grounded, is enough, if any 
thing were necessary, to enhance the guilt of 
the whole transaction. It is pretended, that 
Morison was a suspected person; but upon 
what ground he was suspected is not even 
insinuated, This calls to my remembrance 
an.expression used by a noble lord,.not now 
An this house, who, in the course of an im- 
siecgi speech upon the enormities of the 
French revolution, stated, that the majority 
of the persons atrested and proscribed in. 
France, had no other charge against them, 
than the ‘suspicion of being suspected.” 


This seemed to be precisely the case of Mr. - 


Morison. The learned lord states, that there 
Was a society of disaffected persons in Scot- 
universal liberty for their ob- 


ject, and this he mentions with a view to 


justify the existence of his suspicion; but, 


although he charges Morison with endea- 


“vauring to impede the volunteers, he does 


not venture to connect him with this disaf- 
fected society ; he urges nothing against bim 
on this head, and the absence of such infor 
mation .may be very fairly deemed a pre- 
sumption in favour of Morison. —The learned 
lord still insists that the behaviour of Morison 
‘was suspicious; but 1 hope the day is far 
tant in this country when a man’s acting 
‘according to the letter of the law, particu- 
larly in the exercise of his domestic autho- 
rity, should expose himself to the charge of 
disaffection, and this. take to have been the 
only ground of charge against Morison. If 
such a charge upon such grounds were to: be 
sustained, every gent. who has any knows 
ledge of the country must be aware to what 
an extent it would reach, and if the disputes 
between masters and servants ‘were thus to 
be inflamed by the conduct of magistrates, 
how melancholy would be the prospect for 
the country at this critical period? It is 
said that Mr, Morison wished his servant, 
Garrow, to stop at home to thatch a barn, 
when he disobeyed him to go to a parade; 
but in answer it is alleged by those who are. 
anxious for the crimination of Morison, that 
a barn was not so material for that season of. 
the year. This, however, is a mistake, as 
that is the precise time when a barn is most 
necessary after the harvest, for thrashing, 
housing the corn, &c. The learned lord 
describes the industry and zeal of Garrow, 
the servant, to be such, that he rose out of 
bed a little after midnight in Oct., and 
thatched the barn before morning, in order 
to be able to goto the parade. On this 
night I suppose there was a good moon- 
light, but that a man should do as much 
work in three or four hours as he ‘could 
during the whole day, was a mockery to 
think of. I see no reason, however, to 
presume that the man’s disobedience to this 
order respecting the parade was the sole 
cause of his dismissal. Upon the master’s 
remonstrating with him high words might 
have arisen, and from such words perhaps 


the insolence of the servant might have pro- 


ceeded the dismissal. I state this merely to 
shew the impropriety of issuing such an or- 
der as that under consideration, without 
ample inquiry into. the circumstances. Even 
after this order I beg the house to recollect 
how the learned lord acted, and this will _ 
afford some criterion to judge of the possi- 
bility of Morison’s succeeding in any appli- 
‘cation for redress in Scotland. When he 


‘applied to the lord advocate, did he receive 
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‘éven the- promise of redress? No. Wasllie 
‘told that upon explaining his innocenée 
- justice would be done him? No. But he 
was informed. that. he must confess himself 
guilty of the misconduct charged upon him 
‘before any attention could be paid to his re- 
quest; that is, that his acquiescence in the 
ensures .of the lord advocate, in the pro- 
priety of excommunication from society pro- 
nounced against him, must’be a preliminary 
to the grant of pardon. Suth were the g- 
bitrary terms proposed to an oppressed man, 
as a condition of. his release from oppres- 
-sion!—Under all the circumstances of this 
question, I hope the house will not suffer it 
-to go abroad that it would sanction the prin- 
ciple‘of punishing a man upon the presump- 
tion of his criminality, and upon mere ex 
parte evidence. I must say that the way 
proposed by the amendment to get rid of the 
Motion is not consistent with decency. If 
the defence offered by the learned lord be 
satisfactory, why go to the order of the day 
to evade a decision upon it? I cannot ap- 
prove of the motive or tendency of such an. 
evasion ; and, as I am of opinion that the 
purity of publié justice, the liberty of the 
‘subject, thé profection of private character, 
“the defence of loyalty, and the due encou- 
-Yagement of the volunteer spirit, depends on 
the fate of the original motion, I shall cer- 
tainly give it my vote. - 

Mr. Dallas felt it a duty he owed to the 
‘public, to that house, and the learned lord 
who was the principal subject of the debate, 
to deliver his sentiments upon the question 
ander discussion. If the original motion 
were adopted, he thought the house would 
pledge itself to the other propositioA which 
the hon. gent. had announced his intention 
of bringing forward. Indeed the hon. 
gent. would desert his duty if he did not 

ollow the adoption of the one by the propo- 
‘Rition of the other; and the house would 
scandalously betray their duty if they should 
refuse their assent to the one after the adop- 
tion of the other. The learned gent. de- 
nied that it was right to separate the con- 
duct of Morison from a consideration of that 
of the lord advocate; for they were neces- 
sarily connected. With respect to the 
_ ‘words of the motion, he argued that the act 

of the lord advocate was neither illegal nor 
oppressive; and so convinced was he. of 
that, that he would not, were he invested 
“With power, or even if he were not, hesi- 
tate to use his utmost. endeavours to procure 
the arrest-of any man suspected of disaffec- 
tion, and likely, in the event of invasion, to 
promote the views of the enemy. No im- 
putation of rahcour or personal prejudice 
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could attach to the lord advocate itt thi, 
affair. . His drotive was evidently of a pure 
and had no view to oppression, 

orison he thought to be a disaffected man, 


and that His thought was not unfounded jy , 


a great degree appeared ttom thé cause gy. 
signed by Morison for wishing to prevent 
his servant from attending .the voluntesy 
arade. The cause the thatching of a batn, 
hat! ata time that the enemy was hour} 
expected in the country, a volunteer should 
be withdrawn from his corps to attend to 
the thatching of a barn; and that his masté 
should disiniss hint, after. such an evidence 
of zeal and animation as the poor mah 
evinced in rising at such an hour to perforth 
his task. From a fair review of the case, 
he thought it manifest that Morison was 
actuated by a spirit of disaffection, and that 
the whole of his conduct afforded grounds 
for suspicion. So persuaded was he of this, 
and of course of the reasons which justified 
the conduct of the lord advocate towards 
him, that he had no doubt, were Morisoa, 
or such aman, to apply to the Court of 
King’s Bench in this country, for a criminal 
information against a person acting towards 
him “as the lord advocate had done, the 
court would say to him, “ Your condutt 
has been such, that you have been treated 
as you deserved, and you have no fight fo 


‘Jook for any thing from us; for whatever 


the conduct of the public officer may have 
been, your conduct has been worse.” 
learned gent. went on to state, that he ré- 
spected the motives and applauded the con- 
duct of the learned lord, and believing him 
to have been influenced by the most ho- 
nourable feelings, he declared that he would 
most heartily support a vote of thanks to the 
learned gent. for the very act to which the 
original motion referred. 
Mr. Kinnaird was surprised that after 


the manly avowal of the lord advocate him-— 


self, it should be proposed to the house to 
come to an indirect vote upon this question, 
to give it.akind of go-by. Connected as he 
was with the country over which the learned 
lord possessed a.dominion so important, he 
implored the house, for the satisfaction of 
the people of that country, and for the sake 


of the character of the learned lord himself, . 


not to assent to the proposition for evading 
the subject. He begged the house to re- 
collect the conduct of the accused _upon a 
late occasion in that house (Colonel Patten’s 
motion). There an attempt was made to 


pass by the question, by the proposition of 
the previous question; but the noble lotd,. 
who then held a high office in the adminis 
tration, rejected that proposition with dit 
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dain. He felt that when the character of a 
ublic officer was charged in that house, he 
should meet the charge fairly, and the 
house should directly decide upon it. This 
s the course which he would advise the 
real friends of the learned lord, if he had 
any, to pursue upon this occasion, and not 
to allow his character to suffer by an insidi- 
us evasion. Although the disaffection of 
Morison was the alleged cause of the perse- 
cation practised upon him, he asked if there 
was one gentleman on the other side who 


- could state any ground for suspecting Mo- 


rison’s loyalty? He called upon any that 
would be bold enough to state it, and he 
knew there were gentlemen on that side 


_ would be bold enough to state any thing for 


which a shadow of excuse could be found. 

‘The Szcretary at War rose, and enume- 
rated briefly the leading points of the lord 
advocate’s defence, and put it to the con- 
sideration of any impartial and candid man, 
to consider the true circumstances. Busied 
with the duties of his own profession, ha- 


 yassed with the perpetual applications made 


to him fram the nature of his official situa- 
tion, at this peculiar crisis, and fired with 
an ardent zeal for the support of the volun- 
teer service, it was not. to be expected, 
that in a moment of warmth he should pre- 
cisely keep his temper on such a subject, 
and in all respects be perfectly cold, correct, 
and accurate. He could state the high cha- 
Tacter of that noble lord,, the life of services 


che had conduced to his country, which could 


not be sullied by the transactions now be- 
fore the house. He appealed to the opi- 
nion entertained of him by the noble com- 
mander in chief of his Majesty's forces 
in Scotland, the Earl of Moira, who differ- 
ing widely, perhaps, in politics, from the 
noble Jord, had given such decided testimony 
to his public merits. He commanded the 
Edinburgh battalions, who had, by dint of 


~ his energy, been brought forward to such 


excellence as to have been pronounced by 
that noble earl equal to regulars, Having 
done so much for the public service, was it 
wonderful that his keen and ardent feelings 
should, in a single instance, go to a little 
excess? Was it toomuch to.ask the house 


npon such a circumstance with a fa- 
_ Yourable eye? Had all done as Morison 


had done, where would have been our vo- 
lunteers? And where the means for the 


‘defence of the country? He wished like- 


Wise to correct, before he sat down, an 


_€tror respecting the consent of the lord ad- 


vocate, in bringing a prosecution. That 
Consent was never refused; though his per-. 


onal peaperneatiof the prosecution might 


“be refused by him. 


Mr. William Smith said, he would not 
have troubled the house, but for the obser- 
vations that were made by the learned gent, 
(Mr. Dallas.) The last gentleman had jn- 
deed made out the best case that had-been 
made for the noble lord, since, in his speech, 
there was something like apology. But the 
learried gent, had attempted a justification, 
and on such principles as he thought, would 
never have been attempted to be maintained 
by any English lawyer. He could not bu 
suppose the learned gent, what he afficmed 
that the conduct. of the lord advocate of 
Scotland was not illegal, must have alluded 
only to the laws of Scotland. If such be the 
laws of Scotland, the hon. gent. said, he, 
for one, should be extremely sorry to live 
under them. He had asked, who would 
stand up and say that Morison's conduct had 
nothing to do with the business? He would 
stand up andaffirm it; for the lord advocate 
had proceeded upon ex parte evidence, and, 
for aught he knew, every word of it might 
be wrong and untrue. But supposing it 
were to be true, if his private opinion were 
asked upon the subject, he should certainly 
not feel it his duty to continue his inter- 
course with him ; but what was his private 
opinion on the matter compared with the 
public declaration of a great public officer? 

Mr. /Vindbam said, it was doubtless true 
that gentlemen ought to come to the discus- 
sion of the present subject cool and dis- 
passionate, but still it was natural that their 
feelings should be warmed by it, though 
that warmth was not such as to disqualify 
them from forming .an impartial judgment. 
He, as well as others, participated in that 
kind of passion, which various parts of the 
praceeding before the house was calculated 
to excite. There was ap anecdote current 
at the bar in this country, founded on the 
saying of a distinguished judge, that he who 
undertakes the defence of his own cause, 
seldom had a very wise man for his client. 
Of this the speech of the learned lord af- 
forded a very strong illustration, which was 
confirmed by the succeeding defence of 


some of his friends, Among the defenders 
of the learned lord there was considerable © 


variety. Some breathed high, some low ; 
some: on the trumpet top, some on the 
gentler notes of the lute. The lower tone 
he thought much the most suitable to the 
occasion; and as he approved the bringing 
forward of the subject, he was disposed to 
concur in the motion with which it, was fol- 


lowed. Among other things in the speech. 


of the learned lord, he was surprised at the 
extraordinary powers with which his Ma- 


jesty's advocate in Scotland was invested. 
* 
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ee all ‘the functions of the constitution, 
¢ united all the prerogative of the cabinet, 
the privy council, and various legal offices. 
This vast and extraordinary power pre-eat 
all’ the various considerations applicable to 
the question ; and above all, it might be 
highly deserving the attention of parliament 
to decide whether such great and undefined 
powers should any where centre in one in- 
@ividual. If so much power was to be 
‘granted, it was the more necessary, in pro- 
portion to its extent, that there should be 
a real responsibility for its exercise. People 
might be allowed to use walking-sticks as 
‘they pleased, but it was not safe to go out 
with loaded guns. If then great power has 
been abused, it adds to the responsibility and 
‘criminality. In the present instance it is 


evident how much the difficulty of redress - 


is increased by the power of the person who 


shas done the wrong, ‘and this is a reason. 


why parliament should be careful in ex- 
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Indeed he seemed to combine in his own 


if there éver existed such a degree of dans 
ger, or fair presumption of danger, as to 
justify the learned lord in those 
which ‘he had thought fit to take? The 
learned lord put as a sort of dilemma, jf 
I had got secret information from the she: 
riff substitute, and if I had acted uponit, 
would the house have called upon me to 
disclose that information ? Could they theg 
do any thing against me ?” It was true that 
there was always some difficulty in layj 

open the sources of information necessg 

to the public safety; but on the other hang 
was parliament to suffer a public magistrate 
to- do whatever he pleased on the pretence 


that grounds on which he had acted could | 
not be revealed ? In that case there could 


be no redress for any crime a great magi. 
strate might choose to commit. ‘As to the 
conduct of Morison, what was there in jt 
that could be considered so ‘illegal or im. 
proper ? It was clear that he had for month 
allowed his servant to attend drills, and on 


ceeding its control in such cases, If such | a particular day he refused his consent. * Bat | 
the servant, it seems, rose and thatched'the | 
barn by candle-light. [Here it was an. 
swered on the other side by moonlight] | 
But how is it proved that he did so by — 
moonlight, or that he did it in a proper 
manner at all? The contrary seems to be 
the presumption. There had been a quarrél 
between Morison and his servant, but was — 
it not usual for farmers and their servants to 
quarrel, and when they did, who Was to 
say that it was a suspicious circumstance? 
Morison’s turning away his servant was no 
proof of being disaffected or in the payof 
France. ‘To prove an act criminal, or even 
suspicious, it’ was necessary to shew that 
naturally could not have been done without 
a bad motive. But was that the case here? 
The fact was, thaf the lord advocate resol: 
ved to make an example of Morison, ix 
terrorem ; but surely, however reasonable it 
might be to wish that the volunteer system 
‘should be extended and improved, yet it 
was not fit that the effect should be obtained 
by such motives. There appeared thento 
be two questions, First, as to the propriety 
of the discussion at all; and next, what 
was proper to be done now that it was be- 

fore the house ; and he could see no course 
more proper than ar ag | of it completely. 
It had been justly observed, that some of 
arguments in the defence had been drawn 
from climates different from our own ; and 
perhaps the connexion which the honourable 
and learned’ gentleman opposite had with 
the person who had‘spoken at the bar what 
‘was miore suitable to Asia, might account 


for 20 much Asiatic doctrine in his speeth 


power too is to exist, it becomes a grave 
question, whether such a person as the 
learned lord, in his defence has described 
himself to be, is fit to be the depository of 
‘so great an authority. The learned lord, 
indeed, though he often spoke of respon- 
sibility, seemed to think it was his preroga-— 


\ ‘tive to act without rule or law, and to be. 
‘called to account for none of his proceed- 
ings. It was not to be disputed that on 
‘great occasions, extraordinary exertions of 

- ‘power were absolutely necessary. An ho- 
nourable friend of his had spoken of a 
“vigour beyond the law. He was glad the 
words had been mentioned, because the ex- 
“planation of them would tend to illustrate 
the present question. It might be said, that 
there’ was a vigour beyond the law, in cir- 
‘cumstances where the laws were wholly 

* silent, and were qverpowered by the violence 
Of wat'and conflict. There might be caces 
of a vigour beyond the law, when occasions 
| demanded immediate action, and when, 
‘therefore, it was impossible to consult the 
Taw, and wait for its authority. Neither is 
“jt disputed that there may be a vigour be- 
‘yond the law, when, in the moment of 
hecéssity it was requisite to supply what the 
Taw had not provided for. The cases quoted 
by the learned lord proved this. But, in 
- these’ cases, the deviations from law, were 
‘admitted and justified by the necessity. 
That, however, was a very different thing 
from a’ vigour beyond the law, straining it 
“beyond its spirit, and applying it to cases 
for which it was never intended. To come 
"then to thé cise in hand, let me ask them 
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‘Yalluding to Mr. D. having been counsel 
Mr. Efastings). As to the redress which. 
might be obtained for abuse of power, it 
might be extremely different if it was to 
be sought at law. The great might be 
safely left to seek their redress against the 
weak, at law; but the weak in a much 
worse situation, when they had no redress 
but actions at law against the great, Indeed, 
after what the learned lord had stated of his 
en/rmous powers, to talk of Morison having 
redress at common law was a mockery. As 
to private characier, it ought not to be count- 
ed against evident misconduct and mal-ad- 
ministration. It was said, indeed, by the 


learned lord himself, that had the prese t - 


charge been brought forward at Edinburgh, 
not only 100,000 tongues, hut many thou- 
sand arms would have been raised ir his de- 
fence. If then the life of the hon, mover 
would have been in danger in opening this 


business, how ridiculous to tell Morison of | 


his action at common law.—No, the real 
action of damage at common law was in 
favour of the violated law and jurisprudence 
of the country. As to the letter not being 
intended for publication, it could not be 
doubted for a moment that jt was, and the 
nature of the contents could leave no doubt 
of the fact. Indeed, it was clear that the 
lord advocate could not entertain any serious 
apprehension of Morison, who had only done 
‘an act strictly legal, and the whole, there- 
fore, was for example. In a word, then, 
after hearing such sentiments avowed ; after 
hearing such principles as the learned lord's 
‘systematically laid down ; was it becoming 
in the House of Commons to allow such a 
person to continue the exercise of powers, 
‘whieh he had evinced s0 little disposition to 
use with moderation ? The state of Scot- 
Jand, too, ought not to be forgotten on the 
Present occasion. A writer of that country 
had remarked, that Scotland had attained 
the liberal arts long before she made consi. 
‘derable advances in the mechanic arts. 
‘There seemed to be a similar disparity be- 
tween the northern and southern parts of 


“the island, with regard to the practical parts 


‘of the constitution. The Scots enjoyed the 
‘blessings of the constitution, and reasoned 
well on its general principles ; but it did not 
seem to have entirely entered the system, 
to have penetrated into the character of the 


“people. In that state of Scotland, it was 


‘the more necessary to guard the people 
Le oppression ; and, indeed, this was | 
the more necessary, after they had this 
‘night heard from the lord advocate, senti- 


“ments which no English attorney-general 


rthe last two hundred years would have. 
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avowed. If the motion was set aside by 
the. previous question ; if no vote of cen- 
sure were to pass, it would argue an indif- 
ference to the situation of Scotland, and 
might in its consequences, doom hundreds, 
without redress, to tyranny and oppression 3 
and a refusal to censure, would be to sanc- 
tion the conduct complained of. 
_ ‘Lord Castlereagh maintained that no case 
had been made out sufficient to warrant an 
address for the dismissal of ‘the noble lord, 
which was the ultimate object of this mo- 
tion, nor any for the present motion itself. 
He recalled to the house the nature and ex 
tent of the lord advocate’s office, the sitaa- 
tion of the volunteers, and the relative state 
of the country at that time, compared with — 
the danger of the enemy's appearance, Had 
Morison been arrested on the grounds now- 
stated, he should have supported an indemnity, 
leaving open the question as to the malice. 
The whole of the business narrowed ‘itself 
to the indignant part of the letter, and there 
every gentleman must see from all the cir- 
cumstances, that were the noble lord to 
write it over again, he would certainly do 
it in more temperate terms ; buat at that 
moment he could feel only indignation at 
any attempt to check the public: defence. 
Lord Henry Petty said, that it was suffi- 
cient reason to vote for the motion of the 
hon. mover, that it had been proved that 
one of his Majesty's subjects had been 
doomed to the severest punishment on- 
heard; and that the learned lord fiad re- 
jected the opportunity offered by Morison’s 
agent to inquire into the case, to Lear the 
exculpations, and to retract his violent and 
unjust sentence. It had been complained, ' 
that this motion was not made till four or 
six months after the fact which gave rise to 
it. A much stronger complaint, however, 
lay against the lord advocate, who having: 
time to weigh maturelyewhat he had done 
rashly, had yet with-held all redress and apo- 
logy. It was'said by the learned lord, that: 
his duties were large. Large, indeed, they 
were, at least in receiving accusation, how- 
ever limited in receiving exculpations. 
What, then, must be the state of a country, 
when all accusations were welcomed, and 
all defence rejected ?>— After a few judicious 
and spirited remarks, his lordship concluded 
with giving his Hearty assent to the motion. 
Lord Dznlo thought it was in favour of 
the learned lord that no charge had been 
brought against him that he bad acted from 
any private or selfish view.» The conclusion, 
therefore, must be honourable to the learned 
lord, that his only motive was the public 
good, 
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Sir John Newport hoped sincerely that the 
doctrines broached.on the other side of the 
house would be generally reprobated. » The 
whole argument, he thought, might be re- 

to the simple question, whether Mo- 
sison had done more than the law authorized? 
Xf he had not, for what reason should he be 

‘ponished? The powers of masters over 
servants, in regard to their entering or at- 
tending volunteer corps, had been repeatedly 
under the discussion of the house, and when 
clase restraining that power had been at 


last introduced, it was rejected by the lords, 
gnd that amendment dgain approved of by 


the house, so that this privilege of masters 
jn. regard to their servants remained the 
game as formerly. He thought it for the 
interest both of Scotland and Ireland, that 


ithe question should be fairly canvassed, and 


the opinion of the house fairly expressed, as 


public officers in both those countries were« 


ess careful of the rights of the people than 
- those more closely under the inspection of 
government. When complaints, of thisnature 
came before them, they ought not to dismiss 
them without the most serious attention. 
Colonel Vereker asserted, that if those 
bills against which the hon. bart. had so 
londly declaimed, had not been passed, 
and if the Irish magistracy had not acted 
with that extraordinary firmness the dan- 
ger and urgency of that crisis demanded, 
e country of Ireland walt at this moment 
be in the possession of France. "a 
Mr. Fox.—Sir; the hon. gent. who spoke 
lasthas put the question upon its true grounds. 


- He has stated the proceedings which took 


lace in Ireland, pending a rebellion, in 

ustification of the cunduct of the Jearned 
Jord. Itis not my intention, Sir, at present 
to inquire whether those proceedings were 
_ strictly legal and constitutional. We are 
not ignorant that torture of various kinds 
has been inflicted on many persons in [re- 
jand, and that bills of indemnity have ‘seen 
passed to relieve all the actors in such 
transactions from the pains and penalties 
they had subjected themselves to; but I 
would ask the hon, colonel, does he wish 
all those wholesome severities should be 
-exercised in Scotland ? I am persuaded he 
does not. The learned lord has certainly 
“brought the question to a fair issue; hie has 
defended his conduct in a fair, manly man- 
ner ; he has in some manner challenged the 
house to decide upon the bare fact, and has 
deprecated, as became him, any intention 
‘of recurring to the previous question. I 


shall not now inquire what the precise 


nature of the office the learned lord fills is, 
end whether he possesses all the powers of 


the ancient privy couneil of Scotland, 
the powers if is official charaeter au 
very extensive, that is the best reason 
their being used with discretion and mo, 
detalien, for the greater the power, the 
giesies the responsibility. But let ys, 
ir, examine a little into the nature of the 
offence committed by Mr. Morison, who 
has had no opportunity afforded him of ex, 
culpating himself : why, if I comprehendit, 
nothing more than this—that he insisted tha 
his servant should employ’ himself. jy 


thatching his barn, when he shewed g 


disposition to attend a. review in prefer, 
ence, or to oppose the enemy, as it has 
been said.in the course of this debate; ang 
that having disobeyed his master’s: com 
mands, he was dismissed from his servic 

Is there any thing extraordinary in this} 
Have not all the yolunteer acts that have 
been passed recognised this right as in. 
herent in the master? Can any thing be 
more natural than that he should possess 
that control over him? Sir, it is the very 


essence ‘of their contract ; if my servant | 
does not obey my legal orders, and execute | 
that duty which I have hired him to pen | 


form, I certainly have, by every principle 
of justice, a right to discharge him. Now 
this, Sir, is the “ very head and front” of 
Morison’s offence, and what does the lord 
advocate do on the occasion? Why, he 
recommends that no one in his neighbour. 
hood should hold any intercourse with him; 
expressions which, taken in their extensive 
sense, mean totally ruining the man,. I 
have heard of laws. against intercommu- 
ning in the reign of Charles LI; which 
were put into execution by that very privy 
council the learned lord states himself to 
represent ; but really, Sir,’ I did not ima 


gine we should have a new edition of those | 


obsolete and tyrannical statutes published 
at this day. Now as to another part of 
this curious letter, I mean that part of it 
which enjoins imprisonment in case of a 
landing being effected by the enemy ; oh, 
say the advocates of the learned lord, that 
was merely a threat which was never in- 
tended to be put into execution, What, 
Sir, is there no harm in casting such a stig- 
ma on a man, and holding him out asa 
suspicious character to the whole country? 
I do not like this law by which a man may 
be imprisoned, and the motives for his con- 
finement be yet concealed from him, Sify 
if the lord advocate have power to do tt, 
as in this instance, he has the power to 
imprison the greatest men in Scotland, an 
authority which I am_ persuaded he will 
never venture to exercise. The. lower the 


| 

| 

| 

3 

| | 

| 

| | 
| 

if 

| 

| 


“pF 


DEBATES, June 1804.—Lord Advocate of Séoiland, 


‘eegation of the man and the greater his: 
the gréater his claim on the pro- 
‘teotion of the legislatare ad the imterposi- 
tion of parliament. Itis, Sir, our daty to 

tect him, for he cannot receive it else- 


nere. Which of the courts of law in 


otland would give hitn damages? But 
learned ford in his defetice, states, 
that a very wickéd society existed about 
ten years ago in Scotland, in the neighbour- 
hood where Mr. Morison resides, Does 
it appear that he was one of that society? 
‘No such thing. Several siialler societies 
have since emanated from that; is he 
proved to have been a member of any of 
those? By no means: and yet all those 


societies are said to have been patronized 


and encouraged by ah opulent landholder, 
whose tenant he was, without his being 
ever proved to have been influenced to 
‘énrol his name in any one of them. 1 
‘do not know, the in- 
‘fluence and solicitation that might have 
been employed to seducé him into those 
societies, that more steady loyalty could 
have been shewn than has been by this 
persecuted man, who, it seems, is to be 
‘shut out from society, than which, with the 
‘exception of tortare, I know no greater 
‘punishment ; and for what ? for er that 
which parliament has recognized he had a 
right to do, dismissing a disobedient and 
‘refractory servant. It is contended that it 
was above the learned lord’s jurisdiction 
and power fodo this. Iam very glad of 


it. But in cases of this sort, to endeavour 


to do all you can, though in the end it may 
-turn out you can do nothing indecent and 
intolerable, but in the greatest law officer 
of the crown, is a crime of so scandalous 
‘anid aggravated a nature, that it deserves 
the marked reprobation of the legislature. 
The office which the learned lord fills is 
certainly of a most cutious, and, at the 
“same time, most formidable character. For 
punishment he is every thing, there he 
‘concenters in himself the powers of coun- 
cils and of magistrates; and for exculpa- 
tion he is nothing. When he was accused 
of official misconduct, he says, * Oh! I 
“am only a simple individual, you may bring 
yout action against me if you please.” The 
earned lord has rested much of his defence 
_upon his general character, He says, ** ap- 

ly to the commander in chief, he has 
‘known me for six months, and will give a 
favourable report ofme.” Sir, there is no 
man in the country who would pay more 
respect and deference that may be ‘ad- 


vanced by that noble lord, than I should | 


but on questions’ of personal teputation, 


| the less the genefal character is referred to 


the better, We are told by the friends of 
the learned lord that he is a warm man, 
that those were hét words ; why, Sic, that 
is the very reason I wish to put it out of 
his power, or out of any other maf’s 
to practise any abuse of such formi- 
ble authority in fature.—Scotland may 
again be in danger, and. other Morisons 
may be exposed to similar treatment. - It is 
said that Morisoh meant to oppress 
man ; that he would not pay him his wages. 
In ' my apprehension, it would be nich 
easier for Garrow to obtain redress against 
Morison, than for Morison to succeed jn 
an action against the lord advocate. Isthe 
refusal to pay a man his wages, which I 
admitto be an act of dishonesty, sftitt 
speaking, such a crime as should authotize 
the imprisonment of a man? But, says’ the 
learned lord, Mr. Morison did not gd on 
his knees to me. Why, Sir, he might 
have done all that, and hete been mot 
the less mischiévous subject~ still. Fite 
learned gentleman (Mr. Dallas) who spoke 
from an opposite bench, and no one ré- 
spects him in his profession more than “I 
do, ha’s objected. to Morison, that he was 
‘not unstained, that he was not rectus incuria, 
and therefore not entitled to the interfe- 
rence of a court of law. Now, Sir, ‘I 
will put a case: suppose some one had 
said or written, “ Mr. Fox has done ever 
thing in his power to discourage volaniteet- 
ing ; he is not a loyal man ; he is int 
pay of the French,” and that I had ap- 
plied to the Court of King’s Bench for 
an information for a libel — Would ‘the 
court tell me, “ You, Sir, have been 
guilty of turning off your servants at 
various times, because they entered into 
volunteer corps, and ‘shall meet with no 
redress from us. Why, Sir, if that 
court could be guilty of such a monstrous 
act of injustice, they would be soon in 
their proper place expiating their guilt 
at that bar. As to setting up in. the 
month of October, and thatching by night, 
and: all that trash that has been orged in 
favour of this servant, it is really, Sir, un- 
worthy of serious consideration, and “in 
this new agricultural regulation of doing 
the work by night instead of day,’ will not, 
I believe, much conduce to the improve- 
ment of our husbandry. Sir, I will not 
_longer trespass an the patience of the 
house, but [ will contend that a sufficient 
case has been made out to warrant the in- 
terference of parliament, and that if the 
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house does not.come to, that decision which 
is proposed to it, we abdicate our duty. 
'_. The Chan, of the Ex.—I believe, no onewill 
dispute with the hon. gent. the proposition 
“he has Jaid down, that it is the duty of 
"parliament to interfere, on all occasions, 
where. a flagrant violation. of justice has 
taken place ; and had such a case been | what grounds of justice, it can be defend. 
made out, as I contend it hae not, I should | ed. . It isacknowledged, that he dischar 
‘not be found opposing the motion ofthe | this man, although he had done the workhe 
hon. member over against me. But, Sir, | was ordered to.perform, and that at a time 
the case that has been made out does not, | of the year when, he must have remained 
ae opinion, warrant the interference of | six months out of employment, and in ag. 
legislature, I will not. attempt, to | gravation of this inhumanity, he has the 
Justify every part of the transaction, There | dishonesty, to refuse him the payment of his 
-are.some things which I.wish had not been | wages. As to the argument that his at 
done, and which Iam persuadedthereisvery | tending that muster was of no consequence, 
‘Ritle danger of their ever happening again. | that I .most peremptorily deny. What 
However, we may criticise and disapprove | when it was to. be inspected by the com. 
eertain parts of these proceedings, there | manding officer of the district, and that a 
is not sufficient to induce the house to cast | a time when, from every information that 
@ censure upon. the conduct of a great | had been received, an attempt al landing 
officer, who has long’ served his might have been hourly expected from the 
-Sovereign and the state with a zeal and | enemy! Placed in the arduous and te, 
ability that have seldom been exceeded. | sponsible situation that the learned lord 
Sir, the hon. gent. who. last spoke, has de- | was, was it not natural that he should em. 
viated from his usual candour, by very un: | ploy all the reasonable means.in his power 
" necesary introducing, in my opinion, | to discountenance the possibility of such 
into this discussion, the unhappy circum- | practices in others? Here was no sentence, 


any analogy between this and other acts, } 
think occasions may occur, where it. m 
be as necessary to prevent the thinning of 
those tanks that were to oppose the enemy 
“Le 
.as it was to prohibit the departure of 
who intended to swell the ranks.of the ene. 
my. AstoMarison’s conduct, I see not upon 


stances which took place in Ireland, which, 
however justified by necessity, we must 
all. lament, as well as the occasion which 
gave birth tothem. Ido not see any imme- 
diate connexion between those events and 
the question before us, and I think it would 
have been wise in the hon. gent, to have 
abstained from referring to them, But, I per- 
Ceive in gentlemen a wish to urge the circum- 
stances of this case with the same violence 


notrial, Suppose that the signal was ac. 
tually flying that the enemy were landing, 
was this Mr, Morison to say his servant, 
** no; you shan't march to oppose the 


enemy, you shall stay and thatch my barn,” 


Why, Sir, if such were the conduct of 
one of those agricultural philosophers, I 
should consider such apathy, at such a mo- 
ment, as something bordering on disaffec.. 
tion, I had almost said treason. If the 


learned lord had shewn such apathy in 
providing for the defence and security of 
the country, he would ill deserve the hi 

situation he holds, and which I trust he 
will long continue to hold, if not disabled 
by a vote of this house. There were three 
grounds of accusation against him, extract 
ed from his letter to the sheriff depute. 
The first which recommended that no per- 
sons should associate with him, or, in other 
words, that he should be sent to Coventry, 
as it is said, cannot fall under the censure 
of illegality. There is no law against the 
practice that ever I have heard of, I will 
not say that circumstances may be connects 
ed with it, which may. include it within the 
law against libel, and may therefore be 
come the subject of an action for damages 
As.to that part of the charge which re 
spects the destruction of his property, the 
house cannot be ignorant, that no person 
but such as whose name has been enrolled, 


now, that they did when they first brought 
it forward. + own I am rather disappoint- 
ed at this, for I would ask, is there a man 
in the house, who, after having heard a 
speech of the learned lord, can possibly . 
entertain the same impression of this case, 
. that he did when it was first introduced by 
the hon, member ? If there be, Sir, he has 
different feelings from those I possess, and 

- I can assure the gentleman, that I feel no 
- great desire to participate in them. Sir, 
pis is not an act proceeding from the 
rned lord, in consequence of a consul-~ 
tation which he has had with a client in 
‘his chambers; but it is the result of an 
‘information lain before him by a: judicial 
officer, the sheriff, and which he was offi- 
cially bound to notice. It is contended, 
that the conduct of the learned lord was not 
‘only unnecessarily severe, but that he step- 
ped out of his province in this particular 
exercise of it. ‘Sir, if we are to draw to 
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and who'shall be proved to have done his | 


best to protect that property, would be 
entitled to any indemnity for the loss of it. 
One would suppose that thé learned lord 
had been inciting the populace to the de+ 
struction of this property, when he could 
have meant nothing more, but that in case 
‘Morrison should claim an indemnity, he 
‘would think it his duty to state against it! 
Who wete to destroy this property ? It is 
not likely the army would do it in conse- 
‘quence of thisletter, and from the-enemy he 
couldhave no apprehension on that score, 
for the circumstance of his being suspected 
of disaffection would ‘p'ead in his favour 
with them, and entitle him to exemption, 
Upon the whole, Sir, I will allow, that it 
was the intention of the letter, that com- 
‘munity with him should be prohibited. As 
to | him, that was only even- 
tually to take place as in case of actual in- 
vasion, and the order which was issued 
-was in contemplation of that event; but it 
is said, why did he not write to London 
for orders? Certainly he might hy so 


doing, have’ shifted the responsibility from 


‘himself, and thrown it on the ministér, 
who should give such order ; but his con+ 
duct would not have been the more legal 
on that account. 1 will not, Sir, as I said 
‘before, endeavour to justify the whole of 
that letter; but Itrust, that an ardent zeal 
for the public service, operating upon a 
sanguine and active mind, will not, in 
times like those. we live in, be deemed de- 
serving the censure and disapprobation of 
the legislature. 

Mr. Whitbread replied to the different 


‘arguments that had been urged against his 


motion. After which, the question -being 
loudly called-for, the house divided: on the 
Attorney-General’s motion — Ayes 159, 
‘Noes 82—Majority 77 against Mr. Whit- 
bread’s motion.——Adjourned at three 
o’clock on Saturday morning, 


a 


. HOUSE OF LORDs. 
Mond1y, June 25, 1804. 


Force Birt.) — Earl 
Camden moved the order of the day for the 
2d reading of the additional force bill. His 
lordship said, that it must be very obvious to 
their Jordships, that it was extremely desira- 


_ bletoadd, as speedily as possible, a consider- 


able body of men to the tegular army ; that 


it had been found by experience, that the 
_ mode adopted last year, for raising men for 
‘an army of reserve, had not answered the 


purpose for which it! was intended, as it in- 


terfered greatly with the recruiting for the | 


Vor, 1, 


[sis 
regular atmy; ‘and tended very much ‘to in- 
créase the bountiés given for the raising’ of 
men’; °that the militia having been increased 
prea amount, beyond what was the 
number originally proposed, and as this ‘had 
been found to dperate also very considerably 
towards obstriicting’ the recruiting for the 
regula army,’ it wad meant by this bill*t6 
reduce ‘the: “numiber of ‘the ‘militia from 
60,000, at whicly it‘stodd ‘at*presént, tothe 
flumber of 40-000)’ which was its otiginal 
standard 5 ‘arid that ‘in. 14°days after the 
passing of this’ act; no°man isto’ be balloted 
for the militia, till, in” each’ county, ‘the ‘mi- 
litia’ should be redaced below the original 
quota ; that the amber to” be raised for the 
year-ending the Ist’ of Oct. 1805; shall 'be 
g,000_men annually; that the church-wat- 
dens ‘and ovérseetsof the poor;" who: were 
authorised by this‘ act, to raise and provide _ 
the men deficient in the respective parishes, 
shall’be allowed a bounty for each man, ‘not 
exceeding three-fourths ‘of the boumy that 
shall be trom ‘timé ‘to ‘time allowed by "his 
‘Majesty for recruiting ‘the intantry for gée- 
neral service ; such’ man’ having been resj- 
dent 30 days’ or more, in the parish for 
which he) should: be: produced, or in some 
other parish in’ the’same subdivision or hun- 
dred, or in some parish in the same or some 
adjoining county, not more than 10 miles 
distant from the parish for which he shall: be 
fonnd or produced. His lordship then gave 
‘a general description of the remaining pro- 
visions of the bill, and argued that’ much 
might be expected from its operation tc« 
‘wards increasing: our’ regular force, as it 
would be the'means ‘of lowering the very 


‘high price which hadebeen paid for men to 


serve in the army of reserve, and of lessen- 
ing‘at least, if not entirely taking away, the 
competition, which existed between that 
‘army and the regular army of the country. 
-He-understood, that it had been said of this 
bill that it was highly unconstitutional, :in- 
asmuch as it'went to raise a large body of 
men as a permanent force instead of the 
militia, which was deemed the more con- 
stitational for the defence of the kingdom’; 
bat he by'no means saw it in that point of 
view. It was’ to be recollected, that what 
we wanted above every thing was a large, 
disposable, ‘arid wellsdisciplined force ; and 
-as the army of reserve had. failed in proda- 
cing ‘such a force’as' was expected in the 
course of last year, he thought this bill was 
a measure that would be attended with very 
different effects ; that it wouldiproduce an 
effective force, and, as such; Hecoald not 
but give’ it his warmest support. Having 


the generai’ purposes of the bill, 
3 


| 

| 
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he said:he would reserve lris further observa; 
‘tions till he shoold bear what might be ad- 
vanced in argement, by way of objection.19 
she bill; though. he could. not. but flatter 
himself, that the. bill: would be found, in 
genera), satisfactory to, their lordships, who 
Sa all be convinced how very necessary it 
to havea large, efficient, and dispose- 


able force, for genefal..service, raised 


apeedily as possible... His lordship conc}u- 

ded, by saying, that he, should be glad to 
ive every explanation on any parts of the 

Fin which noble lords, might require. 

TheEasl of Caernayvan rose to.ask whether 

the noble sec, of state had said the number 

of meii which would be removed, from. the 


militia to the army of reserve was.23 or 


Earl Comden said: the namber for G. Bri- 
tain was 23,000; for G. Britain and Ireland, 


Earl Figswilliam rose, and. said a few 


swords in opposition to tbe bill, but: in.too 
Jow-a tone of voite to be distinctly heard 
delow the bar. . As -fat as we could collect, 


his: lordship was not disposed.to object 


much to the reduction of the militia as to 
the other parts of: the bill, and particularly 
to the clauses which relate to the duties of 
‘overseers and churchwardens. 
The Duke of Clarence said, that the nob 
sec. of state,deserved the highest praise for 
the candid manner in wich he had opened 
the debate. H.R. H. was sensiblethat this 
‘was not the stage in which it was usual to 
g0 into the. clauses of a bill, but it was im- 
possible for their lordships to consider this 
bill without taking that course: the noble 
sec. of state had indeed: set an example of 


discussing particular clauses, and H. R. H. 
-was convinced, ‘that the learned Jord on the 


‘woolsack had ‘too much candovur not to ad- 
mit that what was fair on one side, was fair 
-on the other. H. Ri: H. chiefly objected to 
the clause which proposed to transfer the | 
“militia to the regulars, The militia had 
nothing to do with the standing army, nor 


the standing army with the militia ; these 


two services, in his opinion, ought to be 
‘ke rfectly distinct. This bill had been 
sched unconstitutional, and that was a word 


 “of-a very serious nature, when applied. to 


‘any measure submitted to their lordships’ 
consideration ; it was an- epithet which he 
could not have supposed. would have been 


_-due to any: bill introduced by a'minister of | 
this country; It was evident, however, that 


the measure, as, described by the noble sec. 
‘of state, was at least.ofia very novel and ex- 
‘traordinary natere, “With regard: to the. 


professed. object of tHe bill, namely, the in- 


crease of. the regular force of the con 
perhaps no ome thought more necemay 
than himself, Still however, it was-reqaj. 
site that their lordships should consider the 
mode in which this end was -to be attained, 
Whatever the necessity of the case mi 
be, such a measure ought not to be ad 

on the mere ipse dizit of any chancellor ¢f 
the exchequer, be he “ a giant refreshed.” 
Or not.—It was fit that some strong reg. 


sons should be adduced, before their lord. 


ships consented to so a great a cha 
in the military system: of the 
anoble marquis, whom H. R. H. did ng 
now éee in his place (the Marquis of Staf. 
ford) had made the motion of which he 
had so repeatedly given notice, a noticg 


| which had since been got rid of, and if the 


house had gone into a committee on that 
motion, he was confident their lordships 
would have seen the necessity of increasi 

‘the regular force of the country ; bot the 
mieasore would then have proceeded onig 
very different ground, and he did not:think 
it would have been possible for any ministéy 
to have brought it forward in the shape in 
which it now appeared. Independent of 
any. objection which might be made to the 
plan, on constitutional grounds, 
strongly disapproved of any contrivance: for 
transterring the militia te the regulars. As 
he had before observed, the militia had no- 
thing to do with the army ; and thege sef- 
vices should never be made to clash in this 


perfectly sensible that great advantage would 
result from having the militia properly’ off 
cered, and was ready to admit thaf this im- 
provement would. be greatly facilitated, if 
the number of the militia were Jess than it 
now is; but as the present number had 
been established under the sanction of pat- 
Jiament, it appeared mote proper to resott 
40 other means of officering it, than to adopt 
all at once this plan of reduction. This 
was a subject which claimed the attention 
of their lordships ; for the inroads which 
within these few.years had been made in the 
militia system were much to be regretted.— 
H.R. H. then proceeded to comment on 
the various clauses:of the bill, He particd- 
Jarly objected to the obligation imposed of 
the inspector general of the army of reserve 
to attend and assist-at the meetings of de- 
puty-lievitenants. With regard to the du- 
ties of the parish officers, the result of all 
the clauses respecting them was, tliat they 
‘were instracted, not as to the manner in 


which they were. to raise men, but how. 


they wete not ‘to raise them, H. R.-H, 


was far from supposing. the churchwardens 


manner with each other. H. R..H. was | 


| | 

| 
| | 
| | 
| 

| 


god overseers would commit any acts of se- 
verity oF oppression ; but it ought to be 
considered, that these persons were.in ge- 
neral tradesmen, who had their own busi- 
ess to attend to, and. that it would be 
garcely possible for them to sacrifice their 
time, to the dug execution of the bill, With 
regard to the clause which limited the pe- 


_ plod of service to 5 years, it seemed to him 
' ‘tp-be so worded that it might be extended by 


afature act of parliament. H. R. H. was 
sensible that no such thing was intended, 
but the clause appeared to bear that con- 
struction. The provisions of the bill were 


gach, that it was impossible it could be exe- 


egted. It wasnot only nugatory, but vexa- 
tious. Some other method ovght to be re- 
sorted to for ingreasing the regular force of 
abe country, an object to which this mea- 
sure appeared altogether inadequate. Un- 
Jess, theaidone, he could hear it supported 
by arguments which would do away his ob- 


jections, H. R. H. declared he would vote 


against the bill, 

» Bari Spencer said, he had waited to see 
whether some noble lord, on the opposite side 
of the house, would not rise in support of 
the bill ; but as that was not the case, it 


_ was with considerable reluctance he was 


obliged to deliver his sentiments on the sub- 
ject. He thought the principle of the bill 
was so highly objectionable, that though he 
was firmly of opinion there was nothing 
more desirable than to augment the regular 
military force of the kingdom, yet the pre- 
sent measure, professing to have that object 


in view, fell so far short of what it ought: 


to do, and was, be was convi: ced, likely 
to prove so totally inadequate to the purposes 
for which it is intended, that he could not, 
in duty to himself, and to the country, re- 
frain from giving it a decided mentan He 
thought and hoped they would have had 
the means before them of accomplishing 


‘desirable a purpose. The principle of the 


bill, according to its title, was to attain its 
pbject, by raising an additional force, and 
teducing the militia. His lordship said, be 
was, and had always been, asteady friend 
to the militia establishment, on its true and 
original principle, and to a certain extent, 


He was always of opinion, that, to be pro-— 


y disciplined. and officered it ought to 
» the militia should be confined as nearly 
as possible to its first establishment. As 
far, therefore, as the bill went towards 
reducing the militia to that standard, he 


thought ita desirable object, and it shoyld 


= his approbation and concurrence. But 


principab object of the bilb was, ar 
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ought tobe, to obtain. as large a general 
forge. as. possible. It did however, 
contain provisions that were likely to, ¢ 
tuate that. It seemed to be the.opinion 
ministers, that, the best. mode of secruiti 
wes from an army of reserye.. thas 
point, however, he differed from them, and 


‘he thonght they ought. te be copyinced, ‘by 


the arguments of experience, with what 
difficulties and. expense that kind of force. 


was obtained. The. greatest difficulties had- 


been thrown in the way of recruiting for 
proeral service by means of the ballot. and 
igh bounties, ‘Those were now to be done 
away, and would operate in favour of re- 
ctuiting. He understood, however, | 
persons entering. into, the new army. of 
reserve, were to be allowed to enter.after- 
wards for general service. It would, there- 
fore, be necessary for them to know the 
amount of the. bounties, in order.to form 
an opinion, whether it will not be.more for 
their interest to. enter into. the army of re- 
serve first, by whieh they will secure to 
themselves a double bounty, and thereby 
putthe public, or rather the parish&s, to a 
double expense. One very great objection 
to the bill.is, that it is. @ large and gompli- 
cated machinery, put in motion with great 
difficulty, to do but litth service, 
thought mo considerable gumber’ of men 
would be saised by this aet,. which profes+ 
sed to held out jnducements to parish of- 
ficers, aod to.tempt them to overlook, diffie 
culties ; butingtead af an act for raising a 
great. number. of men, it will, be: to raise 
such a sum of money,. If thishe the;cases 
his lordship said, it must finally prove .in- 
efficient, for the object is expressly.seid to 
be the raising an additional force; not of 
money, but ef men. If it: pfove inefficient, 
then, he said, a necessary uence muss 
result from it, that. it. will oppress 
sive. Asa tax, it would operate with great 
weight, and very unequally. It would fall — 
on houses and land only, when, in point of 
fairness, it ought to be raised from the ges 
neral revenues of the country. The legise 
latute ought, on. the contrary, to lay 
burdens with as fair and equal a hand as 
possible, He insisted that it would be ims 
possible for the overseers to find the men. 
from which circumstance the measure 
not fail to prove inefficient, and to becomé 
grievously oppressive. He objected to en 
acting such a complicated mass of machinery, 
and fo put it in motionfor the purpose of 
harassing churchewardens, overseers, de» 
puty-lieutenants, their clerks, and all who 
are in. the business, And, afters 
aF2 
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all, it ‘most come at last’ ifto the hands of 


yecruiting officers, which ‘had much’ better | 
edone’in the fitst instafice.’* It was, ‘he | 


lieved;: but’ this-day eight weeks that 
‘Roble marquis, whom he’ did not then’ 
sée in his place,’ had “'been’ ‘induced to’ 

ipone his motion’ onthe’ defence’ of 
country; had not that motion’ been 
somehow or other ‘got’ rid ‘off, for what 
reason he did- not know, ' their lordships 


the present bill. He was sorry it: had so 
happened’; but,-as‘ a measure’ of defence, 
this was fraught with so many imperfections, 
ana carried such broad blemishes in its very 
face, that he must express ‘his disapproba-' 
tion, _and give it of course his decided op- 
tion. WHA SG OF 2294 
* “Phe Duke of Monirose said, the nature of 
this bill was such, as to convince him that it 
"would raise a great number of men, who 
would, in all likelihood, be much-alarmed at 
entering, in the first instance, for general 
service in the regular army. It had been ob- 
jected to on the ground that it would ultima- 
tely prove inefficient. Whether it would 
have the effect of raising as many men as is 
to be wished for, he would not attempt to 
say; but he had, however, no doubt in his + 
_ Own mind, ‘that-it would raise a great many. 
' He did ope to have seen several of the noble 
lords who o ‘this’ bill, unjted in their 
endeavours to encourage, by every possible 
means, the raising of men ; ‘not only to de- 
fend their‘own country, but to carry the war 
into’ the heart of that of the‘enemy, He was 
_ sare the men, when once raised for the army 
of reserve, would easily'be induced to enter 
for general service, and-he*made’ no doubt 
bat that a great many of the volunteers would 
dothesame. inspectors, against whom 
80 wey’ objections had been made, are per- 
sons. who‘are appointed ‘to assist the depu 
lieutenants; and, not to: controu! them. ‘It 
had, on-all hands, been allowed, that it was 
lutely necessary \to increase our regular 
army, and it was only to be done by those 
means, If they-were'led. on step'by step, 
there would be more likelihood of getting a 
preat number, tham if it was proposed to 
pe to’ enter for general ‘service at once, 
He cogld not’ see how any noble lord ‘could 
hhave any ‘specific strong objection-to the bill, | 
He supposed rather that it was:to the persons | 
who brought. it forward, than to the bill it- 
self, “If.so, he would be desirous::tq meet | 
Bhatoquestion; and» would ‘wish ‘the house 
to reject the: bill. at: once, if » they 
no longer a,:confidence bis: majesty’s 
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winiyers. He would their Lorde | 


(824: 


ships would address his majesty to wade ‘ 


them, and should be much better -pleaseg 
thas to see the opposition made. in amor 


_ direct manner, than through the medium of 
| this bill. For his own part, he thought:it 


well calculated to answer all the purposes for 
which -it is intended ; -and as such it should 
have his cordial support. nae 


o'Phe Eurl of said, the whole 
| principle of the bill was of the most perpis 
would have no occasion to be then debating | 


cious kind ; while every part of it was chas 


| racterised by its share of evil. He was wile 


ling’ to pass by that amphibious animal,’ cres 
ated by the bill, the parish recruiting officer, 


| Phe enormities of his situation were great, 


and would deserve to be noticed with patti. 
cular severity, if they had been found ina 
bill of less atrocities than The bill pres 
tended: to be a bill for raising men. » He: 
should have great objection to it, if it could 
raise’Mmen in the way proposed. But it was 
a bill for no‘such purpose; intended for no 
such purpose: It was a bill to raise money 
by the worst of means, and under the most 
fallacious pretences. The fine on the parishes 
was the object of the bill ; and while patlias 
ment was discussing the hopes or fear of 
raising, or not raising the men. the bill held 
on toits purpose, and in passing would bes 
cote a parochial tax. But the bill professed 
to do almost every thing, except what it 


really did. Its friends, not much otherwise | 


celebrated as the friends of a liberal system 
towards the people, vaunt of the abolishing 
the ballot by this bill. The ballot, however, 
is only in another shape to al] but some pers 
sons’ privileged by this bill. ‘These privi- 
Jeged persons were those who, perhaps, 
ought to be leastso. They were all places 
men and pensioners. He would appeal ta 
the noble Jord on the wool-sack ; he would 

y nothing for his honours and emoluments, 
whatever he did for his partrimonial estates, 
By this bjll he would be relieved from the 
ch nce, at least, of paying 36 |. for a subs 
stitute; and if he paid any thing it would 
bé for his lands. This was a fundamental 
objection to the bill; it levied a tax under 
false pretences, and levied that tax most paré 
tially, exempting persons most capable of 
bearing ‘the’ burden, and, above all,. these 
persons whofattened on the emoluments of 
the state... The bill, in every point of view, 
was unconstitutional. Jt was so, among others, 
in. reducing the militia below its comparative 


weights with the regular force, For the mir. 


litia,’he had almost’ lost his first love ; that 
force was of a nature he no longer cared for, 
in the degree he formerly did. By late acts, 


the landed ‘qualifications of certgin offcety 


i 
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,no longer necessary. He conceived the 
the militia to be-destroyed. 
Phas much he said of the militia in aconsti-— 
tational ‘point of view. But as an existing 
force, of great and most important value, he 
objected to the bill for reducing it. 
in his mind, a serious “evil in the: bill. 
This was bad policy ; but the principal ob-— 
tection was, the atrocious operation of the 
bill, its unconstitutional principle, and its 

Lord Mulgrave said; if any thing was 
wanting to convince him, that the opposition ~ 
to this bill was not given to the principle of 
the bill, .its operation, or its real character, 
but to the person who’ brought it in, it was 
the arguments he had heard that night, and 
especially those which had been urged by the 
noble earl who spoke last. “The noble earl 
had not argued to the house, he had not used 
any of that reasoning which was proper for 
their lordships’ understanding and feelings. 
He had addressed a Jow and vulgar argu- 
ment to those out of doors, He had given a 
name, subject to popular hatred, to situa- 
tions of the greatest eminence. He had 
used the vulgar terms of placemen and pen- 
.sioners, speaking of the most exalted sta- 
tions. The noble lord had not spoken with 
hi-asual good sense in this. He had forgotten 
that the persons he alluded to had earned their 
high stations by their merit; that they did 
not deserve those vulgar phrases of contempt 
the noble lord had applied to them. 

The Earl of Caernaryon rose to speak to 
order, He said, he had not asserted-that the 
noble persons alluded to had not won their 
honours and emoluments by their services. 
He meant merely to state—The noble earl 
was here interrupted by 

The Lord Chancellor, who said, the noble 
earl proposed to speak to order. He must, 
therefore, shew in what the noble lord w 
disorderly. . 

The Earl of Caernaervon said he spoke to 
order, bat he would speak to something 
more than order, He meant to deny what 
the noble lord had-ascribedtobim. He had 
never asserted that the noble lord: on the 
woolsack had not earned his honours and 
emoluments. He had maintained this argu- 
ment, that the bill favoured him aud others — 
in high offices of great empluments, in 
exempting them from the burden imposed 
by the bill; and this was speaking to order 
in despight of cries from the: opposite side, 
in shewing, that the noble lord had attri- . 
him what was utterly without foun- 


Lord: Mulgtave then 


ed-to observe, 


that he saw no ground on which the noble 


earl could be justified in calling this. measure 
atrocious, But, says the noble earl, this bifl . 
will press severely on the landed interest. He 
granted that it would operate on landed pror 
perty, and what measure could be brought 
forward that would not bear‘on the property 
of the country? As to the objection made 
tothe penalty on account of its probable ef- _ 


fect, the noble eark would do well to com= 


pare, this mjeasure with the balloting system, 
to which he did not seem so hostile, in order 
to draw a just reference of the advantages or 


disadvantages of the former. ‘The balloting 


system obliged the men’ ‘to'serve personally 
or by substitute ; but this bit} enacts, that a 
quota shall be raised by the parish 5 er, if it. 
fail to do so, shail be liable to a fine which 
is to be paid, in order to raise the men in the 
ordinary way of recruiting ; by the last, the * 


people had the alternative of payingin mo- = +s: 


ney, whereas by the first, or balloting system, 
the balloted man must serve personally, or 
provide a substitate. Could this be called 
oppressive ?. or was it not much less excep- 
tionable than the mandatory principle of the 
army of reserve act?-He should call the . 
attention of noble lords te the effect of this 
measure, from which they could perceive 
that the greatest practical advantages must 
result; 1, it would be obviously todestroy all 
competition by doing away the inducement 
to give high bounties; next, it would pro- 
duce an augmentation of our disposable 
‘force ; and, lastly, it would establish a nur- 
sery, or constant source for the keeping up. 
our regular army, This would be still more 
‘obvious, by reflecting that personal contests 
for recruits was the principal cause of ‘high 
bounties, The militia, which was now to 
be reduced, was accessory to this as well as 
the army of reserve, on the principle by 
which it was supplied. These disadvantages 
will be done away, in the first instance, 
which noble lords must acknowledge to be a 


_ thing’ most desirable. Another great ad-. 


vantage was, that raising men for rank would 
be wholly put an end to, from which this 
benefit accrued, that old experienced offi- 
cers, who generally had not money to pur- 


| chase, would not be kept down by monied 


young ones, who could purchase. He was 
surprised, therefore, that any noble lord in 
the house, or any liberal unprejudiced man 
out of it, could object seriously to a measure, 
which, on the face of it; contained so many 
greater advantages than the army of reserve, 
which name he did not know how to account 
for, unless it was taken from that formed | 
Buovaparté at Dijon. He had heard it said, 
in another place, which he could not properly 
name jn that house, that the second hattae 
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‘bill, would answer the purpose or expecta- 
tions of ministers. It was ingeniously urged 


by a certain geht. (Mr. Windham), that men 
would not go into first battalions, or transfer | 


- their service to this or that battalion, be- 
cause an officer might owe them a grudge, 
6 bet such a one did not like it. To such 
. fanciful notions he should-only reply, that 
the person who entertained them knew little 


prnothing of a British soldier. He con- 


that the patriotismi and ardour of 
Englishmen would be found adequate to the 
preservation of their independence, and al- 
dispose them to engage in the way best 
calculated to defeat and conq 
mies; The noble lord concluded with re- 
gtetting, that such a govt. wat’ not formed 
when the opportpnity was afforded, as might 


have been, bot he did not think that a fai- 


Jare in that respect, which he lamented as 
mouch as any of their lordships, should be 
made the sdle grounds of the opposition to 
this bill. If the objection was to the men 
and not to the ‘measure, why was it not 
avowed? He-had never heard one solid ob- 
jection offered to the principle of the bill be- 
fore their lordsbips, and would therefore 
give his'vote in support of the 2d reading. — 
“ The Earl of Moira declared, he was re- 
solved not to allude, in the slightest de- 
gree, to a subject connected with the Jate 
Ministerial arrangements, which bad no-~ 
‘thing in his mind to do with the merits now 
before the house. Among all the noble 
Jords who opposed the bill, fe believed, that 
independent of all the considerations to 
which he how alluded, there was oe ge- 
neralsenijment, that the measure proposed 
awas ove that fell very far short of what was 
“expected under the present circumstances of 
the empire. It had been observed on the other 
side of the house, that as nothing but as- 
serticn had been urged against the bill, 
nothing but assertion need be employed in 
its defence. It did, however, occur to him, 
that in support of a bill of so very import: | 
ant and so interesting a description, those 
who defended it were bound to urge seme- 
thing at least of a plausible and reasonable 
defence. On the very face of the bill, it | 
sppeared that it was to be so very slow in 
its operation, that the measure could only 
be viewed as aitogether inefficient and nu- 
gatory. In his opinion it did not at all 
stem likely that the bill would be the means 
of procuring sny great addition to our re- | 
ular disposable force, which was, on. all 
ands, admitted to be the grand object of | 
mational interest. ‘What we now wanted | 


was, not a force for internal defence, for in 
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Jions, which were to be attached under this 


their ene- 


this point ef view our means of defences 
were formidable beyond all previous 
ample. To talk of any danger therefoi 
from the inadequacy of this species of pro» 
fection, was altogether childish and ridj, 
culous, He wished their lordships to cop, 
sider. what were the circumstances unde 
which the war originated. It would be te. 
collected, that it was not the mere quest 
of Malta to which we were called on at tha 
time to direct our attention. It wags the 
systematic, uniform, and alarming ambition 
of France, which then attracted the atten 
tion of all orders of the community, Thy 
reduction of this power was conseq 

the grand object to which the prosecotiog 
of the war was to bedirected. In at 

ing to effect this most desirable end, the 


“first point was the augmentation of our te 


gular disposable force. We wanted such 3 
force as would enable us to avail ourselyes 
of any opportunity of striking a -blow, 
which might be turned to account in: any 
probable change of the affairs of Europe, 
Till, however, we had made provision for 
this end, we had no right to expect the | 
interference, far less the active co-opers 
tion of European powers. If we were in 
a state of reasonable preparation, then we 
might apply for their co-operation with 
some prospect of success ; but without this 
preparation, on what grounds could we 
call on powers to engage in a cause, which, 
thongh connected with our highest im 
terests, seemed by ourselves to have 
been almost wholly overlooked. It waste 
the formation of a disposable force in the 
most speedy and effectual manner that the 
country looked, and it was because the 
bill did not hold out the prospect of pro 
viding this, that he felt it his duty to oppose 
it. The country were convinced that the 
spirit of oppression on the part of France 
was not to be tolerated, but was utterly 
inconsistent with the independence, or even 
the existence of all surrounding powem 
‘Tf the bill, then, did not go to the length 
of providing a force a to this ob- 
ject, it was a bill which had no sort of 
application to the circumstances in which 
the country is placed.—A noble lord had 
expressed much dissatisfaction that the bill 
had been represented as oppressive. On 
this point he himself thought it incumbent 
on him to make a few observations. He 
had to declare, then, that the bill did not 
a fair calculation of the 
ation. of different districts in the empire, 
Ir one county of Scotland, in particular, 
there was at least one-half of the male por 


pulation engaged eithes as militiamen, 
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as volunteers, He wished to ask their 
lordships; in fairness; whéther the provi- 
sions of the bill could apply, in eommon 
justice, to such a district? At this mo- 
nent, however, aecording to the provisions 
of the bill,» to he had 

uded, ‘was liable to an equa tion 
similar exertions for the public service, 
The noble lord, on this part of the subject, 
took occasion to compliment the volunteers 
of Scotland, The volunteers of Scotland, his 
lordship declared to be men, who did not act 
as volunteers merely to figure a parade, of 
to procure particular exemptions. They 
were actuated by a traly spirit, 
they were men whom he would be proud 
to lead against any enemy, with a perfect 
confidence of success, A great deal had 
een said of the relief which the measure 
under consideration was calculated to af- 


ford. The excessive cruelty of the ballot - 


was.also a very plausible sort of argument. 
In his opinion, this measure was more op- 
ptessive than the bill for raising the army of 
reserve, though by that bill, every object 
was to be effected by theballot. By the 


present bill, the mef were to be procured 


y parochial exertions, and he was firmly 
corivineed that thid mode of levying re- 
ctuits, would be attended with the utmost 

ublic inconvenience, or if this could not 

obtained, would requite a most opprtes- 
sivétax. With regard to the reduction of 
the militia, which the bill had in view, he 


‘could not but think that this was a very 


inexpedient arrangement. If the militia 
were to be reduced, he wished to know 
why this redaction should not immediately 
take place, instead of waiting for the slow 
ess which the bill went to provide ? 

n this case a gteat accession of men well 
acquainted with the general habits of 2 
military life would be obtained, even within 
the space ofa om fortnight ; whereas by 
the process which the bill established, it was 
impossible to expeet its end to be accom- 
arp at least under a year, The noble 
td adverted to the mode of raising men 
for the army by enlisting them for limited 
Service, so far as fime is concerned. Every 
consideration of expediency, of policy, 
and necessity of adopting this mode of en- 
listing, instead of that mode of enlisting 
now prevalent, by which the greater part 
of @ man’s life was, to all intents and pur- 
poses, sacrificed, He maintained that, such 
‘was the generous spirit of Englishmen, such 
an obstacle-only required to be removed, 
and the recruiting service would go on 


s serviig in the army of réserve, OF 


with every prospect of success. English 
men were alwdys feady to come forward 
at a great crisis, but hrs that crisis trad 
passed away, thé idea of enlisting for life 
operated as a drawback on the general ar- 
dour ofthe country. The idea of a man’s 
selling himself for life was very discouras 
ging to a person of the slightest reflexion, 
and till this obstacle was withdrawn, the 
recruiting service could never proceed with 
the spirit which it was, the object of — 
man (to encourage.—His profes 

his conviction that the’ bill would be found 
totally inadequate to its proféssed object. 
The noble lotd concluded by de¢larin 
that he felt it his duty, on a foll and fait - 
one of the whole subject, to oppose the 
Lord Melville conténded; that the object 
of the bill was to give vigour to 4 principle, 
which would have the effect.of convert- 
ing a limited service into a genéraf dis- 
posable force. He did not object to the 
principle of the army of résetve act, 
on the contrary, lie approved of it, the 

resent bill had been adopted on its model, 

t differed only. by substituting dnother 
mode of raising men for the ballot. He 
maintained that it was a meaning, the prin- 
bg of which was right and proper. 

Whether he teferred to the general feeling 
of mankind, or t6 the universal practice 
adopted with respect to recruiting the ar- 
my, it had beén universally found that no 
means were so proper for raising men for 
general service ds leading them to it by 

reviously engaging them for service of a 
imited nature. Without adverting to the 
philosophical cause of this effect, it was — 
sufficient to observe, that there was some- 
thing which led men-who became soldiers 
to desire to extend the sphere of their ac- 
tion, It could not be supposed that a 
common soldier would, merely for the sake 
of his pay, brave every danger, and ‘en- 
counter the various perils of the field o 
battle; yet numerous instances occurre 
of men in the ranks performing feats of 
valour, which could not be accounted for 
on any other principle than that of militaty 
enthusiasm, arid a degree of ardour in- 
creased in proportion to the danger witli 
which they had to contend, He was per- 
suaded that the man who was ofice accus- 
tomed to be the companion of soldiers, was 
above all others likely to be tempted to 
enter into that regular kind of service; 
which would enable him to bear his share 
in those military exploits, and achievements 
which were reported fo hint by his come 
trades. The example’ of others generated 
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= sentiment of heroism, which could not 
_ fail to operate on his mind. - He repeated, 


that the circumstance of introducing men 
into a service of a limited nature, could 
not fail of inducing them to ehter into one 
that was moré extensive. Would any on 


_ say that the soldier recruited as lie woul 


be by 


this bill, would not go from limited 
‘service to general service? That the dis- 
positions of men who were in the militia 
urged them to go into the regular army; 
was manifest by the insertion of a pro- 
vision in the militia Jaws, to restrain them 


ftom so doing. The legislature was aware, 


that a desire of renown would naturally 
Influence them to quit one service for the 
other.—-So far with regard to the principle 
of the bill. With respect to its operation, 


if. should collect together a number of 


men for limited service, it would ‘not be a 
hugatory bill, but would ultimately pro- 
duce for the regular army a greater force 
than had ever been raised by any measure. 
It was now a twelvemonth since the army 
of reserve bill had been carried into effect, 
and out of 38,000 men, nd less than 12,000 
had entered into general service, The 
history of mankind was uniform in proving 
the theory and principle of this bill.—The 
noble lord who had just sat down had ob- 
jected tothe gradual reduction of the mi- 
itia. But what was it he proposed? He 


_ had. asked why acall had not been made 


upon the militia. officers throughout the 
empire, who would have started up, and 
immediately have given to the general ser- 
vice all the assistance that was required. 
The only objection to this proposition was, 


_ that the house could have no security for 
_ its being earried into effeet. Unless the 


‘noble lord could give a pledge that he 
would convey his sentiments to the militia 
officers, and that they would raise 84,000 
men, little reliance was te be placed upon 
his assertion. If they were willing to pro- 
dice such a force, this bill would 
be of infinitely less importance than it pre- 
sent appeared tobe. The noble lord was 
surrounded by militia officers, yet none of 
them seemed inclined to cheer or applaud 
him for the observation; they all sat in 
sullen silence, and he was afraid the sen- 


‘timent of the noble lord did not. extend 


‘beyond himself. He maintained, that. to 


leave the recruiting of the army to the mode 
in which it had been carried on would 
competition, and. on the other 
jand there was nothing in this bill that 


.. tended to interfere with the recruiting for 


‘ 


general service ; so far from it, it was en- 


couraged by this bill. Why then deny to 


govt. the means of trying .an exper} 
namber of men for limited service, under 

_ the idea that they would enlist for general 
service ? . He observed, that at no one 
period of the history of this countty had 
the common. mode of recruiting kept up 

) the army. Upon all great and pressing ocs 

casions it had uniformly been found necess 

sary to have recourse to some extraording 
mode of recruiting, Thearmy, asit at present 
stood, he saids owed its existence to the 

militia. In the last: war 46 

battalions of new regiments were disband: 
ed to fill up the old regiments. What was 
the effect? Not more. than 7,000 meq 
were ptoduced. . He was satisfied that the 
measure before the house would. produce 
the men it professed to raise: He thought 
he could venture to prediet, that the army 
would be, at the number which was con: 
sidered necessary, and then he trusted to 
the ardour and enthusiasm of British 
minds, those great incentives to milit 
glory. He had no doubt but that, in the 
way this bill proposed, there would not be 
the least difficulty in recruiting the first 
battalion from the second, If the bill was _ 
allowed to goon, he was persuaded it — 
would be the means of securing the per 
manent strength of the country. He there- 
fore trusted, that to such a measure he — 
should not see any opposition. : 

_. The Duke of Richmond thought the bill 

before the house incompetent to the purpose 

for which it was prepared; which was to 
rescue the country from the most. serious 
and pressing danger. We had no ordinary 
enemy to oppose, .his fame had been esta 
blished by a series of successes unknown in 
the history of modern times, He had an 
army of 400,000 men under his command, 

to be recruited from a population of 50 mil- 
lions of people. The army of this country 

was comparatively insignificant, and the po- 
pulation did not exceed 12 millions. It was 
true that the volunteers deserved the thanks 

of the nation, but the most sanguine maa 
could not expect they were competent to 
meet an army of Gallic veterans. The navy 
was, indeed, the hope and the security of the 
kingdom ; but it was not to be expected, in 
the variety of seasons, but some opportunity 
might be afforded to a vigilant foe, and the 
safety of Britain might be endangered. Such 
views of the uncertainty of war should in- 
cline noble lords to resort to every expedient 
conducive to the national defence, but the 
present. feeble measure could not .be. const 
dered adequate to this weighty design. ». ; 
The Earl of Limerick adverted to the 
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statement of the noble duke relative to the 


gomparative population of France and this 
country, insisting that he had rated that of 
France too high, at fifty millions ; and this 


‘ eountry too low, atten millions. The noble 


Jord, it was true, had not spoken in praise 


of any of the moral qualities of the Empe- 


ror of the Gauls, but he had described him 
__as one of the greatest generals the world had 
produced. The noble duke had thought 
proper to state, that the militia force of the 
country was insufficient to contend against 
an army of Gallic veterans, and that the 
volunteers were persons on whom, in the 
~ field of battle, little or no reliance could be 
placed. He censured the noble duke for 
adopting such a course of argument, and 
‘supported the bill. 

The Duke of Richmond explained. He 

denied having paid a compliment to France at 
‘the expense of this country. 

The Earl of Westmoreland said, it was 
unnecessary to state to the house the inor- 
‘dinate power of France, the consequent dan- 
ger to this country, and the necessity of 
placing ourselves in a situation to meet the 
enemy on our own shores. Whoever con- 
‘sidered the great extent of our coast, and 
the proximity of our capital to the sea, must 
be convinced it was necessary to have a great 
permanent force in addition to our present 

military establishment; 200,000 men he 
thought the least that would be requisite. 
He observed, that the ministers whe had 
eonducted the jate war had raised a great 
defensive force in consequence of the acqui- 
sition of the Low Countties by France. The 
exigency of the case justified what they had 
done. In the present instance he was con- 
‘vinced this was a measure most desirable 
to the country, and one that would have 
the effect of increasing, to a very considera- 
ble extent, the disposable force of the coun- 
‘ 


Lord Hobart, adverting to the observation 
which had been made by noble lords on the 
ministerial bench, that the opposition made 
to this measure proceeded more from an ob- 
jection to the men by whom it was proposed, 

than’to the proposition itself, stated, that 
upon whatever grounds the noble lord rested 
his assertion, or from whatever sourte he 
derived information to justify it, he could 
for himself most sincerely declare, that his 
Opposition was founded entirely upon a: fair 
and full consideration of the merits of the 
measure. He objected to it because it would 
goto render permanent the system of the 
army of reserve, without being effectual to 
‘dts object. The army of reserve act had 
been confessedly grievous in its operation, 
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bat it had produced many men. This bill 
would be equally grievous, if not more so, 
without, in his opinion, producing any men 
whatever. The noble lord considered it al- 
together as a nugatory plan, and particularly 
condemned the idea of converting the re- 
spectable persons who generally filled the 
offices of overseers and church- wardens into 
recruiting serjeants. With respect to the 
conduct of the late administration upon mi- 
litary subjects, he could assure the noble 
lord who had alluded to it, that every part 
of it had been sanctioned by the opinion of 
the first military characters; by those to 
whose advice that noble lord himself would 
frequently have occasion to resort, and whose 
authority must always be respectable. 

The Earl of Suffolk. rose, he said, as a 
military man to express his decided disap- . 
probation of this plan for raising men. ‘The 
noble lord took occasion to state the regret - 
he felt, in common with all the intelligent 
and independent parts of the country, that 
the public hopes and wishes had been so 
much disappointed in the administration that 
had been lately formed, and concluded with 
recommending parliament to reject this and 
every other plan, which should tend to cone 
fuse and complicate the means for the de- 
fence of the country, which, in his opinion, 
would be best provided for by a certain 
number of regular army, secoaded by an 
armed population, who might be «asily 
trained to as much military discipline as was 
necessary to render them fit for the purpose, 
in which they might and oug hit to be employed. 

Lord Grenville began with deprecating the — 
manner in which the discussion had been 
conducted by the noble lords who professed” 
to support this measure; a measure which 
they contended was not resisted wpon any 
ground of argument, bot upon mere asser- 
tion, or rather, as they stated, from motives 
originating from party prsjudice. la con- 
sequence of such declarations, he felt it bis 


indispensable duty to state the reason which 


dictated the vote he meant to give; but 
before he did so, be must remark shortly 
vpon the conduct of those noble Jords who 
seemed so disposed upon this occasion to 
excite that auimasity and personal contest. 
This was a conduct which he thought ought 
to be entirely excluded from this discussion ; 
it was always injurious to free debate ; it never 
assisted investigation, or the discovery of 
truth, and was peculiarly inapproptiate at, 
the present period. Jt was ill suited to the 
intentions and circumstances of the country, 
It was, he hoped, ill-suited to the disposi. 
tion of the house, and he was sure it was in 
this asin every other instance, ill-suited to 
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the temper of his own mind. To some of 
the persons of'whom the present adminis. 
tration was compostd it was’ impossible 
for him to entertain any personal objections. 
Theywere those with whom he had long 
lived in habits of the closest intimacy and 
the most sincere friendship, and among 
the were included the two noble lords 
(Melville and Mulgrave) who had spoken 
in the course of the debate. From them 
many things had fallen which he regretted to 
hear, and to which he should make no al- 
lusion. Such expressions should not, on this 


6r on any other occasion, induce him to de- 
part from that line of argument or conduct, | 


which private friendship sanctioned, and 
his pacliamentary duty suggested, 
attention to both he felt to be perfectly 
consistent ; but, if any competition should 


arise between them, unquestionably the pub- | 


lic good should ever predominate in his 


mind. Upon this subject, however, he did | 


not think it fit or becoming that he or the 


noble lords with whom he had the honour | 
to act, were to be told by anticipation, that | 


they were actuated by personal motives; a 
charge which, he was convinced, was equally 
unfounded and ill-advised; not less so, in- 
deed, than the a‘sertion, that this measure 
was opposed by mere assertion. This asser- 
tion he was particularly surprised to hear, 
after all the solid objections that had been 
made to it, both in that and in the other 


house of parliament; but to this assertion. 
he would only answer by calm reasoning; _ 
and from this resolution he would not be_ 


withdrawn by the wich of the noble lord on 
the other side, that the circumstances con- 
nected with the construction of the present 
administration should become the subject of 
public discussion. From that wish of his noble 


friend-he most decidedly differed, for he did 


not think it could take place, as his noble 
friend himself seemed to apprehend, without 
giving much pain to the feelings of parti- 
_ cular persons, without producing any degree 
of public advantage. © For himself, however, 
although he regretted that any thing with 
respect to communications had with him on 
this subject should have been made public, 
he had no hesitation to say, that he conld 
have no objection, as far as he was con- 
cerned, that every particular was made pub- 
lic. If they were, he was quite confident 
that the country would be found to agree 


_with him in sentiment; that it was a matter. 
deeply to be deplored; that such an admi-. 


nistration as should include all the men of 
talents and importance which the senate 
‘could furnish; that an opportunity was lost of 


\ “procuring the combination of great and good 


men for the public safety ; that the highty 
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raised hopes of the country were disappointed; 
and that that union and vigour which its situa, 


_ tion peculiarly called for was neglected, Thig 


was a circumstance which afflicted him 
deeply ; and the contrary course was that 
which he strongly recommended, and which 
he would have been heartily rejoiced to have 
witnessed.—From this subject the noble 
lord proceeded to animadvert upon the prin. 
ciple and tendency of the bill. The former 
he considered to be quite unconstitutional 
while the latter, he thought, would be op. 
pressive, and would have the effect of over. 
straining the cord which had already been 
too tightly pulled. This bill proposed, for 
the first time in this free country, to keep 
on foot a permanent regular army. It was 
meant, ina great degree, to supersede the 
militia, and, in short, the advantages be. 
longing to that constitutional force. Whate. 
ver opinion might be generally entertained 
as to the object of the war, all seemed 


agreed as to the necessity which called for 


great exertion to augment our disposable 
force. Some supposed that this force might 
be useful very soon, and others at a Jater 
period ; but none doubted that they should 
be ready as soon as possible. To provide 
the desired augmentation was the professed 
object of the measure before the house, but 


_the question was, whether it was calculated 


to promote that end. In his opinion it was” 
not, but that on the contrary it would be 
much better to seek that augmentation from 
the plain ordinary course of recruiting, than 
from such clumsy and operose machinery as 
this bill contained. The principle of this 
bill was, that the men to be raised under it, 
were to form a component part of the regu- 
Tar army, and to be commanded by regular 
officers; the whole to be on fimited service. 
He was not one of those who thought there 
ought to be no force for limited service ; 
but yet he went farther than most men in 
wishing to reduce that force. It ovght, in 
his judgment, to be very small, and of course 
he must object to the extension of that spe- 
cies of force now recommended, a force 
which it was intended to amalgamate with 
the regular army, and this intention was 
one of the principal objections which he had 


‘to the bill; for on the contrary, he wished, 


that our militia, or any other limited force, 
should be- different in conformation, in the 
character of the privates, officers, &c. from 
our regular army. That was the idea and 
object of our ancestors in framing the mili- — 
tia ; an idea which was sa wise, that he 
lamented: to ste any disposition to depart 
fromit. The noble lord described the ef- 


_ fects upon the description of the army, 


which must arise from the praposed con- 
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' seemed to approve, and whic 


Jevies and those of the regulararmy, and par- 
ticularly dwelt upon the consequences of a 
meeting in case of invasion, between the 
men who should refuse to enlist from the 
new levies into unlimited service, and those 


_who should suffer the taunts and reproaches 


to which the former would be exposed, and 


. the effect that such reproaches would have 


upon their military spirit, the perpetual dis- 

utes that were likely to arise, &c. After re- 
marking on the other defects of this project, 
the noble lord said, he would conceive him- 
self ill answered, if he should be told, that 
from experience it appeared, that a vast 
number had been obtained ‘from a limited 
force of this kind for the use of the regular 


army. No argument, he contended, could 


be drawn from such experience in favour of 
this plan, for it could not be shewn that a still 
eater number of men would not have been 
ad from the ordinary recruiting, had that 


recruiting been allowed to go on without any 


impediment. The probability, indeed, was, 
that not only the number who had enlisted 
from the army of reserve into the regular 
army would have volunteered if that army 


had never existed but also many men 


who were stil] looked up in that body, 
which it was now proposed to render a per- 
manent establishment. The regular recruit- 
ing had, never since the commencement of 
the war, had its fair play, therefore it could 
not be assumed, that it would not have 


_ produced more men than any, or ail, of the 


expedients that had been resorted to. Ad- 
verting to the opinion of a noble earl, as to 
enlisting men for a limited time, he ex- 
pressed his surprise that a plan, which all 

if acted upon, 
would procure more men than a dozen guch 
bills es this, should have been so long in 
contemplation. It was strange that as time 
had been found for framing so many com- 
Plicated plans, that ministers could not find 
time enough to consider and determine 


‘pon the simple proposition which was 


understood to be under the consideration 


of the late and present ministers, both 


of whom appeared t® deal with it (to use an 
observation applied to another occasion) as 
the states of Holland were in the habit of 


doing with such propositions as they wished 
to get rid of, ‘they voted it ad referendum.— 


fhe declaration of the noble lord (Melville), 
with respect to the evils attending the prac- 
tice of raising men for rank, gave him infi- 
nite satisfaction, because it induced a hope 
that ministers would not have recourse to 
such an expedient. Such a declaration, in- 


deed, from such an-authority, left no doubt 
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that ‘the report have been unfounded, 


that this very plan of raising men is at this 
moment acting’ upon. He was quite confi- 
dent it must be false, and he was sincerely 
glad to think so.— Among other objections to 
the bill, he pressed the inequality of its ope- 
ration. It proposed to demand of every parish 
a quota, proportioned to its population, and 
yet the fine or commutation for sucht quota was ' 
to be proportioned to its property. Thus the 
manufacturing parishes and those already 
burthened witb poor’s rates would be most 
oppressively borne upeo. In this imstance 
this plan was much inferior to the bal- 
loting system, which operated equally upon 
all. From this view of the subject he’thought 
this bill would operate as a severe tax, and 
exclusively upon agriculture, to the amount, 
in all probability, of not less than 2,000,000!. 
—As to the afgument advanced in support of 
this measure, by an allusion to the conduct 
of the military governments’ of Europe, he 
confessed that the argument alarmed: him, 
and that the very similitude of the measure 
to the practice’ of those governments, was 
his principal objection to it; for he was per- 
suaded that it would, if adopted, have the 
tendency of converting ours into a military 
government. ‘That was precisely the pros- 
pect which this measire held out, a pros- 
pect that no Englishman could contemplate 
without horror. —The noble lord, after com- 


- Menting on the effects which this bill would 


have on the volunteers, from whom it would 
take away all the exemptions which’ had 
been granted them as an’ encouragement 
and a boon, concluded with exhorting mi- 
nisters to recur to the ordinary course of 
recruiting as the most effectual and wisest 
way of supplying our regular army. Upon 
this point he observed, that the principle in 
mechanics was by the smallest power, and 
the least complication, to produce the great- 
est possible effect. ‘This principle was not 
less applicable in politics than iti mechanics, 
although it was an axiom which the govt. of 
this country had for some time back entirely 
lost sight of. They seemed to have caught 
a mania for the manufacturiog of plans, 
They appeared to delight in the complex . 
and novel, and to despise old habits and 
simplicity. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, he was extremely 
anxious to state the true grounds on which 
the measure had been brought forward and 
was defended by his Majesty's govt. It was 
with regret, however, that he felt himself 
called upon to take notice of the prelimi- 
nary remarks as to the construction of the 
present administration, with which the noble 
baron had set out. Upon that subject he 
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could wish either to be silent or to say much. 
At might suffice, however, to observe, that 
the discussion of that matter could serve no 
good practical purpose, while it might be 
attended with many ill effects. Indeed, he 
thought that at such a critical moment it 
-would be far better for all to consider im- 
‘partially and disinterestedly how the country 
might be best defended ; how it might best 
be carried through the present crisis, instead 
of agitating points which were so delicate, 
-and which could not terminate in any con- 
clusion advantageous to the community.— 
With respect to the measure before the 
house, the general principle of it had been 
fairly stated by the noble baron, It was a 
bill to raise a given, permanent defensive 
Military force for the defence of this coun- 
try. It was founded in some degree upon 
the principle of the army of reserve act, 


“which he would boldly affirm was one of the 


most efficient military measures which par- 
liament had ever at any time adopted. But 
-with all the benefits with which the reserve 
act had been attended as a measure for rais- 
ing a great number of men for defence in 


.the first instance ; and, secondarily, for ge- 


neral service, upon the urgency of a most 
pressing emergency; yet it was found that 


there were some of its provisions which,, 


the pressure having subsided, it might be 
wise to modify. In regard to the ballot, to 
the severity of the fines on parishes, when 
the men were not found, and the bad effects 
of the high bounties on the recuiting of the 


regular army, there appeared room for mo- 


dification, and in all these points the present 
measure was calculated to relieve the coun- 
try from a considerable burden. The mea- 


‘sure by suspending the operation of the 


reserve act, renewed the obstacle and com- 


‘petition of high bounties from the régular 
army, which, under the operation of the 


new law would not be impeded. Insomuch, 


indeed, was this the case, that it seemed to 


be the opinion of some that no men would 
be raised, thus acknowledging that competi- 
tion would not act against the regular army. 
For his part, he-believed that the bill would 
be effectual, and that by means of local in- 
fluence employed in raising a defensive force 
would be attended with the best effects. In 


some respects the force raised under this 


measare would b= preferable to a militia, 
because jt. would be applicable to the defence 
of eyery part of the empire at home, where- 


as it was necessaiy on emergencies, to have | 
recourse to expedients not quite so consistent 


with the coastitation of the militia, and 


which ought not to take place but in cases 


of necessity, With respect to the numbers 
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of the militia, he conceived that, in all the 
circumstances of Europe, whether in peace 
or war, a militia force of 72,000 was not too 
much as a merely defensive force ; but if 
part of the defensive force could be made of 
another description, the country gained in 
point of security. Such a force the present 
measure was calculated to afford. That it 
would contribute to furnish men for the re. 
gular army, little doubt could be entertained 
after the experience of the army of reserve 
act. As to the force being unconstitutional, 
he. could not conceive on what ground such 
an apprehension could be formed. The 
whole of the force of this country was al- 
ways under the control,. and kept up with 
the consent of parliament. The code of 
laws for the management, the funds for the 
payment of every part of it, were renewed 
annually. This would be the case with the 
intended force, as well as with every other, 
and in no respect, in its constitution or ele 
ments, could it afford any alarm to the most 
vigilant and jealous guardians of the principles 
of the constitution.— With respect to what 
had been said of recruiting men for a limited 
period of service, he was one who was ex- 
tremely desirous that that point should be 
fully and impartially considered. He did — 
not think, however, that it ought to be de- 
cided incidentally. Indeed he could say, - 
that his Majesty's ministers would investi- 
ate the point with the greatest impartiality, 
they would consult the opinions of the best 
military authorities, and submit to parlia- 
ment the result of their enquiry, and the 
grounds on which it was formed. Upon 
the whole, he was satisfied that the present 
bill, without imposing any severe burden on 
the public, would attain its object in raising 
a large permanent defensive force, which 
would ultimately tend to the recruiting of 
the regular force; it would, in case of 
peace, relieve us from the embarrassments 
always felt for men on the renewal of a war, 
and in-every view would promote the 
strength and security of: the empire.—After 
a few words from Lord Grantly, the ques- 
tion was put, and a division took place, 
when there appeared, 
For the bill, present 84, proxies 70. . 154 
Against it, present 50, proxies ig. . 69 


Soe 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
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(Minures.J—Sir C. Bunbury brought 
up the report of the committee on the corm 
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trade, which was agreed to, and was ordered 
that it be an instruction to the committee 
appointed to bring ina bill on a former re- 

rt, to make provision in the said bill pur-. 


guant to the resolution now reported. —The 


Denmark mint bill was read a 3d time and 

assed,—The woollen manufacture suspen- 
sion bill went through a committee, the re- 
port was received, and the bill ordered to be 
read a 3d time to-morrow.—The East India 
prize goods bill was reported, and ordered to 
be read a 3d time to-morrow.—Mr. Corry 
gave notice, that he would to-morrow move 
for papers relative to the balances in the 
hands of collectors in Ireland.—Lord A. 
Hamilton presented a petition from certain 
freemen in Glasgow, stating, that they con- 


- ceived alarming alterations were about to be 


made in the corn laws of the kingdom; and 
praying that these might not be adopted. 
Ordered to lie on the table.—Mr. Foster 
brought up a bill for laying additional duties 
on stamps in Ireland. Read a Ist time.—Mr. 
Huskisson brought up a bill to enable the 
commissioners of the treasury to issue exche- 
quer bills; read-a 1st time.—Mr, Johnstone 
moved that there be laid before the house 
the particulars of the account made up to 
the Ist of March 1804, by which the East 
India Company claims from govt. the sum 
of 4,018,0001. Ordered. 

{Foreign Troors EnsistMenT Bitt,j 
—The Secretary at War moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to enable his majesty to raise 
foreign corps, and indemnifying those who 
had taken foreigners into his majesty’s ser- 
vice. 

Mr. Creevey wished to know if there was 


tobe a clause in the bill for the benefit of 


those whose religious persuasions were diffe- 
rent from the religion of the church of Eng- 
land; and to exempt them from the penal- 
ties they might otherwise incur? 

The Secretary at War said, it was intend- 
ed that the bill should contain a clause to 
that effect ; but it was to be confined solely 
to foreign corps. 

Mr. Francis. said, that, even in the pre- 


sent stage of this proceeding, he could not . 


help remarking that it was one of a very un- 
constitutional nature ; that, according to our 
laws and constitution, no foreign troops could 
be allowed to come into this country, or 
within 6 miles of the coast.— Leave granted. 

{Revenve or —Mr. Foster 
observed, that he had on a former day given 
notice of his intention to bring forward a 
regulation for the purpose of correcting many 
errors and abuses that prevailed in the reve- 
pue departments in Ireland; and the mea- 


sure would be founded on a similar one, 
which was adopted some years ago in this 
country. His great object was, Ist, to have 
an accurate inquiry made into the state of 
those offices; and, when the result of the 
inquiry should be laid before the house, par- 
liament would then be able to judge whe- 
ther any,and what steps were necessary to be 
taken, He then moved, ‘* That leave be 
given to bring in a bill for appointing com- 
missioners to inquire into the amount of the 
fees, salaries, emoluments, and other gra- 
tuities received by officers employed in Ire- 
land, to examine into any abuses which may 
exist in the same ; and to report to the house 
their observations, and suggest such means 
as may occur to them towards the better col+ 
lection of the revenue in Ireland.” 

Sir John Newport said, he felt himselfime 
pelled to rise and return his thanks to the rt. 
hon. gent. for bringing forward a measure 
of this importance, which would be of the 
most substantial benefit to Ireland ; a bene- 
fit much greater than any that had ever been 
felt in this country ; because the abuses were 
much greater in the one than the other. The 
rt. hon. gent. had on a former day drawn a 
melancholy picture of the finances and reve- 
nues of Ireland, and it was evident that that 
situation was occasioned, in a great measures, 
by the abuses which prevailed in the public 
boards in Ireland. The incidental expenses 
of these boards were enormous. In that of 
the post-othcedepartment, no less a sum than 
5,0001. was allowed for losses sustained in 
one of the mail coaches. Their law expenses 
were equally enormous. © The bill of costs 
for law expenses in the post office depart- 


‘ment, during the last year, amounted to no 


less than 5,8001. Those of the paving board 
were 2,000 |. and similar expences attended 
the board of commissioners for wide streets. _ 
The fees received by officers in all depart- 
ments of the revenue, were also highly op- 
pressive ; those persons in subordinate situa- 
tions were in the habit of exacting enormous — 
and oppressive fees. These were abuses 
which called for an immediate investigation, 
and he was confident that such an investi- 
gation would be highly gratifying to the 
people of Ireland, who would chearfully pay - 
large taxes, as soon as they saw the acts for 
imposing them accompanied with a fair 
and accurate inquiry into all the abuses which 
prevented the due collection of the public 
revenue, ‘The great balances that remained 
in the hands of the collectors, were another 
circumstance which made an inquiry still 
more necessary. These had considerably 
increased during the last year. It appeared 
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large sums of the public money were now 
due, by some who had been promoted from 
subordinate to higher offices, and that de- 
eased collectors, in whose hands balances 
had remained unpaid, left large estates be- 
hind them. The law expenses were not 
only enormous inevery department of the re- 
venue ; but the sums in which offenders had 
been convicted were remitted, and the public 
was thus deprived of the benefit arising from 
thent. ‘These were great evils, which re- 
quired a speedy investigation and cure, 

Mr. Foster said, he would not enter into 
any discussion on this subject until the bill 
passed* through parliament, and the com- 
missioners ‘of inquiry should report their 
opinion to the house, 

Mr. Ormsby said, the hon. bart. had stated 
many facts in a way that required explana- 
tion from him, in order to do away the im- 
pression they otherwise must make upon 
the house. The incidents and law expenses 
im. the post-office department had been oc- 
casiooed chiefly by the many mail robberies 
which were committed. The commissioners 
of wide streets must necessarily have had 
Rumerovs proceedings at law before they 
could carry into effect the business for which 
they had been instituted; and surely no one 
could say, that 2,000]. in one year was too 
great a sum for the costs attending those 
proceedings; on the contrary, he consi- 
dered it a very low sum. As to the com- 
missionners of the revenue having remitted 
penalties, they had done no more than exer- 
cise the same powers which belonged to the 

commissioners in fhis country, who fre- 


quently used their discretion in extending - 


indulgence to those! who had been suffici- 
ently punished already. He was sorry to 
hear the hon. bart. make the statements he 
did, which he must deprecate, because they 
were made at a time when they could not 
be answered. ; 

‘Mr. Francis said, the hon. bart. appeared 
to him to have done no more than make a 
plain statement of facts; and he now wished 
to know, whether it was intended that 
there should be any correction of the abuses 
prevailing in Ireland, before the commis- 
sioners under the intended bill should make 
their report ? 

Mr. foster said, he only meant that there 
should be ‘no discussion, nor any regulation 
of the subject, until the commissjoners 
should make their report. But, as to the 

immediate correction of abuses, all he could 


now say was, that he himself would answer . 


for it, every exertion should be .made, in 


‘the meantime, to- make the revenue offi- 


cers in Ireland do their duty. 
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Mr. Ormsby said, he thought it necessary 
to remove a very erroneous impression that 
seemed to dwell on the minds of gentlemen, 


| with regard to the balances in the hands of 


collectors. Sucly balances had existed’ sineg 
the year 1725, and he himself never knew 
them less than 90,0001. 

Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald said, that as one 
of those employed in the superintendence of 
the revenue in Ireland, he thought it neceg. 
saty to say a few words on the subject of 
the sums in the hands of collectors. There 
certainly was the sum of 600,000l. now 
outstanding ; but the monies actually paid - 
into the hands of collectors bore a y 
small proportion to that sum. The treasury 
of Ireland had used indefatigable exertions 
in endeavouring that no more money should 
be in the hands of collectors than was abso- 
lutely necessary. One cause of money res 
maining in their hands, was the difficulty 
of remitting it from distant parts of Ireland 
to the militia. But he could assure the 
house, that whenever the collectors appeared 
to have any disposition to keep money in 
their hands, the commissioners of the tes 
venue took the most prompt and effectual 
means to get it from them. 

Mr. Corry begged leave to trouble the 
house with a few observations on this sub- 
ject, in addition to what he had stated ona 
former day. So far from there being 
600,0001. in the hands of collectors, the house 


_would be surprised to hear what that sum 


actually was. There was now a return of 
551,000l. outstanding revenue, charged to 
the collectors at this time; but this sum 
was not in their hands; they had not yet 
received it. The house would see what the 
cause of this was from the fact which he was 
about to state. It was the custom for the 


~ surveyors of excise in Ireland, to go once a 


month and visit all persons subject to the 
excise duty; for instance, distillers and 
maltsters. They received returns from the 
gaugers or inferior excise officers, of. the 
sums for which these were liable to pay, 
and they made a monthly return of them 
before they were paid; and the head col- 
lector made’ a return of them to the com- 
missioners ; and ali these sums were charged 
to his account before ever they were col- 
lected in. The co'lector thus appears to 
have balances remaining in hand, when he 
has not received a shilling. The persons 
liable to the excise duty had generally a 
month's credit in paying the money. With 
maltsters and distiliersthis amounted to the 
sum of about 3 or 400,000!. ‘The money, 
therefore, which was supposed, from the 
returns, to be in the collector's hands, was 
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not paid. And he could aistire the house, 
that of the 600,000l. said to be due to the 


“Irish govt., not above 50,0001. was actually 


in the hands of collectors. He now spoke 
from the written documents which he exa- 
mined; and from which it appeared, that 
this sum did, since Jan. last, fluctuate from 
3},c0ul. to'49,000l, which sum it never 
exceeded; that was all the collectors now 
had in their hands; and why so much 
was remaining in their possession, he had 


_ glready explained to the house. In order to 
_ satisfy the house on this subject, he now 


ve notice, that he would to-morrow move 
or certain returns, which would clearly shew 
that his statement was correct, and would 
pat an end to all mistaken views on the 
subject. 

Mr. Foster said, so far from having any 
objection to, he rather wished for, the pro- 
duction of the papers alluded to by the hon. 
gent. With respect to the balances remain- 
ing in hand, he would maintain, that the 
sum of 600,000]. was now due to govt.; 
that it ought to have been received by this 
time ; and that govt. could have compelled 
the payment of it. 

Mr. Francis said, that what he had heard 


from the several gentlemen who spoke on_ 


this subject, was sufficient to prove to him, 
that it was of considerable importance. He 
was glad to find that the rt. hon. gent. (Mr. 
Corry) intended to move for certain papers; 
and, until these were produced, he should 
forbear to make any further observations on 
the business. 

Mr. M. Fitzgerald, in explanation, said, 
that the Irish treasury was controled by the 
govt., with regard to the power it had of 
enforcing the collection of the revenue. And 
that 49,0001. was the highest som in the 
hands of the collectors.—The motion was 
‘then put and carried. 

(Scorcw aDDITIONAL FORCE BILL.]— 
The Secretary at War moved the order of the 
day for receiving the report of the bill for 
Taising an additional force in Scotland. 

Lord 4.Hamilton said, that in duty to the 
‘nation at large, and his constituents in parti- 
cular, he must oppose the present bill. He 
particularly objected to the manner in which 

x men were to be raised, and afterwards 
disposed of. He wished to know how they 
were to be disposed of in time of peace ; 
how they were to be retained in time of peace? 
and how they were liable to be called upon 
‘to serve again, should it be necessary? The 
‘bill, he considered as nugatory in its imme- 
‘diate object ; and in its permanent object nn- 
constitutional. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
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was not prepared to give a precise answer to 
the noble lord’s questions. All he would’now 
say was, that whenever peace arrived, it 
would be the object of parliament to consider 
what provisions should be necéssary to keep 
up this force during the continuance of 
peace, and to fix the times for calling it out. 
Mr. Kinnaird declared his feeling of this 
measure to be, that of his having double the 
objection to it which he would to the other 
bill relating to England. He would alladeto 
one point in which England and Scotland 
differed materially, and that was with respect 
to the militia. He certainly thought the mi- 
litia had been increased to too great an ex- 
tent. in England ; and therefore the reduction 
of it was no evil; but that -was not the case 
in Scotland, where the militia was in point 
of discipline nearly equal to a regular force. 
In that country, more than any other, the 
younger sons of gentleraen were in the habit - 
of getting intothe army, and of seeing actual 
service. Many of these persons went into 
the milifia, and the consequence was, that 
the militia of Scotland was better officeted 
than that of any other country. In the ab- 
sence, therefore, of regalar troops, Scotland 
safely relied on the militia for defence ; and 
by the aid of the spirit and the exertions of 


the distinguished commander in chief in that 


country, they were rendered ‘so perfect ia 
discipline, as to be inferior to no troops what- 
ever. From these considerations it must be 
very unwise to reduce any of the militia in 
Scotland. Between this bill and the other, 
there was another material difference, and 
that was the machinery possessed by Eng- 
land for raising men, which was not in Seot- 
land. Here the poor laws would be the 
means of getting men in every parish. In 
Scotland there were no poor laws, -and there- 
fore the heritors of parishes had not the same 
machinery to work with. But as these he-~ 
ritors were in general country gentlemen, the 
mode they would adopt would be to met 
and assess themselves to raise a certain sum 
of money, ‘and that would be given to the 
crimps for raising the men. This, therefore, 
would be a tax on the proprietors of land, 
or, in other words, a land-tax ; .which was 
directly contrary to the articles-of the Union 
with Scotland—a violation of a solemn-en- 
gagement, which he called upen the Trish 
members to oppose, lest a similar violation 
of the union between their country aad this 
might take place. 

Mr. Robert Dundas defended thé dill, anu 
observed, that so far from heritors subscrib- 
ing money to employ crimps, he believed 
they would have influence enougl among 
their tenants and neighbours to get the ‘full 
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complement of men required of the parishes. 
As to land-tax in Scotland, the same ob- 
_ jection applied to the militia and army of re- 
serve acts. 

The Secretary at War observed, that the 
hon. gent. who complained of a land-tax in 
Scotland had declared, last year, that it was 
a breach of the union with Scotland to lay a 
daty on malt there. But would the hon. 
gent. say, that a measure, which the exi- 
gency of the present moment rendered abso- 
Jutely necessary, was now to be opposed, 
because it might contain something contrary 
to an act passed 1Q0 years ago ?—The report 
was then received, and the bill was ordered 
to be read a 3d time to-morrow. 

{Counwrerreir Dotvars’ Bitt.J—On 
the 2d reading of the bill to prevent the coun- 
terfeiting of dollars, 

Mr. Princep opposed the principle of the 
bill. He began by taking notice of the se- 
veral issues made by the bank, of dollars, 
and their refusal afterwards to take many of 
them back. He then observed, that, for 
the first time, parliament was called upon 
to sanction a proceéding, which declared, 


that certain pieces of coin should not be coun- _ 


terfeited ; and, he would ask, what security 
was there that these pieces of coin were not 
counterfeits? No coin should be suffered to 
circulate under the sanction of parliament, 
which did not come from the mint, This 
money was coined by an individual at Bir- 
-mingham ; whocould tell to what an extent 
this money might not be coined there? or 
how many counterfeits might not be made ? 
Acoining machine was to be exported to 


Denmark ; who could tell but in that coun- 


try counterfeit money might not be coined 
and sent over here? He objected to those 
pieces, because they had the king’s image on 
them; because they took away from his 
majesty’s prerogative; and because there 
was no check as tothe quantity which might 
be issued. He hoped that some regulation 
might be made to correct the silver specie of 
the country. The dollars were but a short 
time in circulation, when they were called 


in by the bank, and he was informed, that — 


silver coin was now frequently brought here 
from France, and deposited in bags at the 
houses of different bankers, which might ul- 
timately be detrimental to the public at 
large. 

Mr. Sturges Bourne observed, that those 
medals, as the hon. gent. styled them, or 
coins, were issued not as from the royal mint, 
but upon the credit of the bank of England, 
as silver promissory notes, It was not com- 


pulsory on the public to acceptthem if they 
_ did not chuse, any more than to accept the 
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paper notes. of the bank; but as both were 
an accommodation to the public, and would 
be equally accepted as such, the question 
was, whether it would not be politic to guard | 
the public against fraud by the forgery of 
the dollars as well as on that of bank notes, 

Sir M. Blogam declared, that as far as his 
connexions Jed him to form any opinion on 
the subject, he had never heard of any such 
circumstance as money being brought from 
France to this country, and deposited in the 
hands of bankers. The bank directors were 
a body of men that merited the highest re- 
spect from every Englishman ; they were 
men of the strictest integrity, and possessed 
of the highest sense of honour ; their feel- 
ing towards the public at large was mani- . 
fested in the support which they, at different 
times, gave to the credit and respectability 
of the nation, both in commercial and other 
transactions. They could not be fairly sus- 
pected of doing any thing which would be 
in the least detrimental! to the interest of the 
public. Asa banker, he must declare that he 
did not know of such a fact, nor did he sup- | 
pose it probable that any banker was now 
purchasing dollars from the French.—The 
bill was then read a 2d time, and ordered to 
be referred to a committee to-morrow. 

[Stave Trape.) —— Mr. Wilberforce 
moved the order of the day, for the further 
consideration of the report of the slave trade 
abolition bill, and then moved that counsel be 
called in upon the same. 

Mr. Dent said, that since the union with 
Ireland, there were many members in that 
house who had never seen the evidence taken. 
some years before at the bar of the house. 
This was a thing the members were entitled 
to, and therefore he wished the hon, member 
would put off the consideration of this busi- 
ness for a longer time. 

Mr. Wilberforce shortly replied; afier 
which the motion was agreed to, and counsel 
were cailed in. Mr. Pigot having been heard, 
Mr. Plomer was going to reply ; when 

Mr, Fuller rose, and proposed that the 
farther hearing of counsel should be post- 
poned to afford the petitioners time to pre- 

are. 
; Mr. Pitt objected, alleging that the case 
had been fully argued, that the house was 
already in possession of sufficient information | 
upon the subject, and that there was no rea- 


‘son to expect that the further argument of 


counsel would throw aoy new light upon it. 


‘—The question being put, that the bill be 


engrossed, a division took place, when there 
appeared—Ayes 52—noes 9.—The bill was 
then ordered to be read a 3d time on Wed- 
nesday.— Adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, June 26. 


The bills upon the table were forwarded 
in their respective stages. —It. was ordered, 
on the motion of Lord Walsingham, that 
the claim to the Zouche Peerage be taken 
into farther consideration on ‘Thursday by 
the cominitiee of privileges —The Addi- 
tional Force bill, atter a short conversa- 
tion between the Earl of Radnor, Duke 
of Montrose, and the Earl of Camden, 
went through a committee, without any 
amendment ; the report was received, and 
the bill ordered to be read a 3d time to- 
morrow,—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, June 20. 


At four o’clock, there being only 38 
members present, the house adjourned 
to to-morrow, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, June 27. 


[Minutes.J—The Additional Force 
bill for Scotland, the Irish Linen bill, and 
the Woollen Penalties Suspension bill 
were brought up from the Commons, and 
read a first time.—Tighe’s Divorce bill was 
read a 3d time, and passed. 

[Con puct or Junge Fox.]—The Mar- 
quis of Abercorn rose and said, that, tu 
bringing forward the petition against Mr. 
Justice Fox, he had expressed his hope, 
that the proceedings would have followed 
on the part of govt. He had waited a due 
time, to see that bope realized. He was 
happy to learn, that on the part of govt. 
every disposition existed to facilitate the 
true end of substantial justice in this affair. 
But, he was sorry to find, that all the 
trouble must devolve upon himself. He, 
however, would discharge his duty, since 
the important trust had devolved on him, 
of calling upon the house to afford that 


protection to the magistrates, the gentry, 


and the people of Ireland, which is en- 
joyed in this country. From that mo- 
ment, he trusted, he should mingle no 
acrimony, no personal motives with that 
duty. He should consider Judge Fox ‘as 
clothed with all the privileges of an ac- 
cused person. He would ask nothing of 
their lordships, but to execute justice— 
and justice in mercy; and if it should ap- 
pear that Judge Fox had forgotten to do 
that, if he had administered justice with 
Vou. I, 
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the bitterness of private passions, he would 
find an example in their lordships, that 
justice is to be mildly and patiently, as 
well as impartially administered. He call- 
ed upon tiem lordsbips, as well ‘as those 
holding high offices in the govt. ‘as others, 
to aid him in this great task. A noble and 
learned lord (Lord Carleton) had pre- 
sented a petition from Judge Fox, and 
had grounded a motion in behalf of that 
judge, and had done so very properly. He 
begged the noble lord to attend to, and 
indeed to superintend all the future pro- 
ceedings. He hoped the noble and learn- 
ed lord would afford him all the aid of his 
talent and knowledge. He had no per- 
sonal feelings or motives in this discharge’ 
of his duty. His personal share of the 
complaint against Judge Fox, he could 
have been glad to have left out of the fu- 
ture proceedings, but they made part of 
that judge’s conduct in the discharge of 
his judicial functions. Nevertheless, they 
should be treated by him only as such. 
With respect to the time when the further 
proceedings might be expected, he wished 
to say a word or two. Many pétitions he 
had received against Judge Fox. ‘These 
were generally conceived im terms so ung 
parliamentary, that they must be sent back 
to be altered in that respect. ‘The persons 
complaining were many, and lay at a great 
distance. All this would necessarily cons 
sume time; but there was another cause 
would occasion: delay. ‘He had never 
spoken to Judge Fox in his life; but he 
understood that judge was not prepared to 
meet all the charges against him; and, on 
his part, wished for delay. He would 
accede to every wish of that judge consist- 
ently with the ends of justice. He did not, 
for the reasons he had assigned, think the 
business could be brought to dn issue dur 
ing this session. 

The Earl of Morra said, that if the 
late govt. had forborne to bring forward 
any measure against Mr. Justice Fox, it 
was not to be concluded that they lad 
neglected a grave accusation, in 4 matter 
of so much importance. It was rather to 
be presumed, that they had weighed the 
affair with the attention it deserved, and 
perhaps it would be no false presumptioa 
.o conclude, from their silence, that the 
‘harges had not that foundation, which 
hose who forwarded them to the govt. 
upposed. The charges brought forward 
by the noble marquis might also prove to 


be less weighty than they appear to be in 
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the first statement, it being the nature of 


such things to be frequently erroneous. 
He was entirely unacquainted with any 
part of this matter of complaint against 
the learned judge, and was almost as much 
a stranger to that judge as the noble mar- 
quis stated himself to be. But he must 
consider the state in which the learned 
judge would stand, if the proceedings 
should rest here till the ensuing sessions. 
What has been urged against him, is be- 
fore the public, with very high colouring. 
The noble marquis projesses that Judge 
Fox shall have no grievance to complain 
of. Now he did think it a great griev- 
ance, that in all the interval between this 
and the next session of parliament, the 
learned judge shall not only have the 
charges of the petition resting upon him, 
but many others stated in the speech of 
the noble marquis. He therefore thought 
the noble marquis bound, at least, to de- 
fine and reduce to a precise statement in 
petitions, all the complaints against tie 
learned judge, to transmit him copies of 
these, to fix the time for final proceed- 
ings, and to describe the mode of the pro- 
ceedings. With respect to the latter, he did 
not think their lordships could proceed to 
a final issue, in the course they were now 
taking. He would not press that farther; 
but he was sure it became the noble mar- 
quis now, during this session, to reduce to 
precise terms all the complaints against the 
learned judge. 

Lord Carleton thought it would best suit 
with the dignity of their lordships’ pro- 
ceedings, On sO very important and se- 
rious an occasion, if the heads of accusa- 
tion were reduced into a precise and tech- 
nical form. It would be but a pursuance 
of that candid and fair mode of proceed- 
ing, which usually obtained in all cases 
that were submitted to so great a tribunal 
as that composed by their lordships, that 
the person accused should have certain 


information of those facts it was intended | 
to allege against him, The mere imputa- | 


tion of misconduct was a very great afflic- 
tion to any man of feeling; but when it 
was thrown out against a person filling the 
dignified situation that the learned judge 
did, the punishment in that instance was 
aggravated in a tenfold degree. His lord- 
ship trusted that the learned judge would 
not be compelled to linger under this tor- 
ture of his reputation, but that the noble 
marquis would, in the course of this ses- 
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way, as to afford him an opportunity of 
repelling the charges. He remarked, that 
when the noble marquis first brought for- 
ward the business, he had presented a 
petition, but in his speech had stated many 
allegations, which had no:connection with 
that petition.—[Hlis R. H. the Duke of 
Clarence repeatedly cried, hear! hear! in 
the course of the noble lord’s specch.] 

The Marquis of Abercorn assured their 
lordships, he had been informed that Mr. 
Justice Fox wished the proceedings to be 
delayed until next session, He was sur- 
prised that any thing like sarcasm had 
fallen from the noble earl and the learned 
lord who spoke last; aud still more, that 
it should seem to be supported by an il- 
lustrious person, who certainly was not 
present when he first called the attention 
ef their lordships to this business. He 
had not prejudged the question, but he 
would say, hypothetically, that if a judge 
should be proved to have imposed arbi- 
trarily a fine of 500]. on one of his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects, that was a transaction 
which could not be justified. 

The Lord Chancellor approved of the 
suggestions thrown out by the noble and 
learned viscount, of reducing the charges 
to a specific form. Much deliberation 
should precede so serious an act as that of 
bringing forward charges of accusation 
against any one; and when they were 
brought forward, they should be restricted 
and confined as much as: possible to that 
precise and intelligible shape, that the 
person accused should, at the first blush, 
clearly comprehend the nature of the 
charge, and know to a certainty what that 
particular offence was against which he 
kad to defend himself. It would be in- 
cumbent on their lordships, if this accu- 
sation was to be heard by them, to deter- 
mine, as soon as possible, the mode in 
which it should be heard. When that 
great improvement in the constitution, 
the independence of the judges, took 
place, it was enacted that they should be 
removeable only on an address to his Ma- 
jesty from either house of parliament. 
There was also another mode in which a 
judge who had misconducted himself in 
the exercise of his office may be pro- 
ceeded against, and that was, by an im- 
/peachment brought by the Commons be- 
fore that house. As this was the only 
instance since the Revolution in which 
charges had been brought forward against 


sion, bring forward the subject in such a 2 person filling so sacred, important, and 
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dignified a situation as that of one of the 
judges of the land, sworn to administer 
the laws with truth and impartiality, he 
thought their lordsiips could not be too 
cautious or circumspect in the observance 
of those forms which the example of this. 
case would operate hereatter as prece- 
dents. 

The Duke of Clarence coincided with 
the noble and learned lord on the wool- 
sack, in the observations he had made. 
He thought it a very great grievance for 
any man, much less one of his Majesty’s 
judges, to continue for a considerable 
time under the odium of accusations of 
which he may possibly be acquitted. He 
had known accusations of a most serious 
nature impending over a man for many 
years, and terminate at last in nothing. 

Lord Hawkesbury declared, that he had 
the most perfect contidence in the upright- 
ness of the motives by which the conduct 
of the noble marquis was governed. He 
was persuaded that his noble friend had 
not brought forward a single charge, which 
he was not convinced, in his own opinion, 
he had not the means of substantiating. 
It would be for their lordships, when they 
should be called on judicially to decide 
on these facts, to take the evidence into 
their consideration ; but until they should 
be so called upon, it would be indecorous, 
or at least premature, to enter into any 
discussion of it. In the present stage of 
their proceedings, they should contine 
themselves merely to an arrangement of 
the mode in which they should proceed in 
the next session, before which time this 
subject most probably would not come 
before them. There were, in his opinion, 
but two modes; one was for the noble 
lord to rise in his place, and to state that 
he had charges of great moment to bring 
forward against one of the judges, which 
charges should be afterwards written 
down; and the second was, to have them 
presented to their lordships in the form of 
petitions. In both cases it would be pro- 
per, that the persons complained against 
should be furnished with copies of those 
charges. 

The Marquis of Abercorn professed him- 
self ready to pursue the plan pointed out 
by the noble sec. of state, and said he 
should be glad of the assistance of the 
noble and learned viscount (Lord Carle- 
ton), in preparing the charges, the subject 
of which he would be happy to submit to 


him.—Here the noble marquis was inter- 
rupted by the Bishop of St. Asaph, who 
called for the order of the day. The 
noble marquis said, he could not conceive 
why the learned prelate called bin to 
order. 

The Bishop of St. Asaph observed, the 
noble marquis might, without the spirit of 
divination, have discovered why he called 
for the order of the day. A conversation 
had continued for a considerable time 
without any motion, and a conversation in 
that house without a motion, was a con- 
versation about nothing. 

The Duke of Clarence differed in opi- 
nion from the learned prelate. He thought 
this as important a conversation as ever 
occurred in that house. He regretted, 
however, that their lordships had got into 
a situation in which it was difficult to say 
where they were, and how they were to 
proceed. 

The Lord Chancellor thanked the noble 
and learned prelate for putting him in 
mind of his duty. The conversation was, 
throughout the whole of it, irregular, and 
contrary to order; for there was no mo- 
tion before the house, and the sooner 
they got rid of it, and returned to that 
point from whence they set out, the 
better, 

[AppirionaL Force Briu.] —Earl 
Camden moved the order of the day for 
the third reading af the Additional Force 
bill; which being read, 

The Earl of Suffulk rose to oppose it, 
on the ground that it was not calculated to 
answer its purpose. He observed, that it 
would not raise men so speedily as they 
would be wanted; and that other means 
of defence were really necessary, besides 
raising men. The fortifications of the 
coast were not what, in his opinion, they 
ought to be. He adverted to the martello 
towers, which, he insisted, would be of 
the most essential service, if properly dis- 
posed along the coast; or there was ano- 
ther species of fortification, which was 
called block-house towers, that would be 
found of the greatest use. The expence 
of these would not be above 1000]. or 
1,100]. each, which was a mere trifle in 
point of magnitude, when compared to 
one not nearly so useful or important, 
which had cost the country such immense 
sums. He alluded to the barracks, on 
which not less than 2,300,000l. and up- 
wards had been lately expended in the 
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most lavish way. In one place he had 
been iniormed, they paid as high as 5s. a 
day to men who only carried the hod with 
mortar; the consequence of which was, 
that instead of being a place of labour, 
it was merely a scene of dissipation and 
drunkenness, except on a Sunday, when 
_ they worked from morning till night, be- 
cause they received double pay, 10s. a 
day; a circumstance which revolted all 
the moral and religious people in the 
neighbourhood. If it-was not so late in 
the session, he should think it necessary 
to submit a motion on the subject to their 
lordships’ consideration. His lordship was 
proceeding to observe on the fortifications 
at and-near Dover, when he was called to 
order by 

Lord Malgraie; who said, that what the 
nobie lord was adverting to had nothing to 
do withthe bill then under consideration, 

The Lord Chancellor said, the noble 
Earl was certainly out of order. He could 

not speak of such matters as were not ap- 
plicable to the bill. As to the points to 
which the noble Earl alluded, he could 
not then take notice of them urless he 
moved for a committee, and then he hoped 
the noble Earl would give notice of such 
motion. 

The Earl of Suffolk said, he thought he 
was strictly in order, in speaking to the 
points he did, as the present was a bill 
that concerned the defence of the country-; 
and what he wished to touch upon did the 
saine. He thought it of great importance 
that the real defence of the country should 
be seriously attended to; which he thought 
was not the case by the introduction of the 
present bill. As he could not, however, 
according to the opinion of uoble lords, 
proceed regularly with the observations he 
was about to make, without moving for a 
committee, he should at present content 
himself with giving his positive negative to 
the bill. 

Lord De Dunstanville said, that as he 
had not in any previous stage of the bill 
delivered his sentiments on it, he hoped to 
be indulged with a few observations now. 
He disapproved the bill, because he thought 
it was only an humble imitation of the 
army of reserve, professing to do a great 
deal more, but, in his opinion, it would 
really do less. It was to be put in force, 
and executed by men who were not by any 
means calculated for, or adapted to the 
office. ‘The overseers of parishes were 
well known to be taken from three classes 


of men, farmers, tradesmen, and manu- 
facturers, all of whom had business on 
their hands, more than they could well 
manage, and who would have no leisure 
to enter on their-new offices of rec ruiting 
serjeants. The men would therefore not 
be raised, and the parishes of course bur- 
dened with fines, which, according to the 
principle of the bill, would fall most un. 
equally and unjustly on the landed in- 
terest. He repeated, that it was not so 
efficient a bill as that for the army of re- 
serve, and paid a high compliment to the 
late administration for the great force they 
had raised in so short a time, and for their 
unexampled adherence to the principles of 
economy. 

Lord Harrowby defended the bill; as did 
the Lord Cnanceilor, who observed, tuat the 


bill would tend to throw the burdens more ; 


equally on persons than the army of re- 
serve act had done; for, by that act, per- 
sons that possessed an income of 10,0001. 
per annum, paid no more than the lowest 
menial servant. He could not, therefore, 
agree with the noble Jord, that it was a 
worse measure than the army of reserve 
act.—The bill was then read a 3d time and 
passed.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, June 27. 


[Mrinures.}]—Sir E. Nepean brought 
up the Irish Additonal Force bil. 
Read a first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time to-morrow, and to 
be printed.—The house went into a 
committee on the insolvent Debtors’ bill. 
The bill was gone through paragraph by 
paragraph, the blanks filled up, and on 
the house being resumed, the report or- 
dered to be received to-morrow.—The Li. 
verpool FE. India Prize Goods bill was or- 
dered to be read a 3d time.—A person 
from’ the Dachy of Lancasier office pre- 
sented an otlice copy of the grant of the 
place of Prothonotary of . the Common 
Pleas in the Duchy of Lancaster to the 
Hon. J. C.Villiers, a member of that house, 
Ordered to lie on the table. Mr. Rose 
ihen gave notice, that he should to-mor- 
row submit a motion to the house on the 
subject of this paper. —The Woollen Ma~ 
nufacturers’ Penalty Suspension bill was 
read a 3d time and passed.——Mr. Western 
brought up the bill for regulating the ex- 
portation and importation of corn, founded 
on the report of the corn committee; read 
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a ist time. On the question that the bill) 
be read a 2d time, a short conversation 
took place between Mr. Patteson and Mr. 
Western, as to the most convenient mode 
of proceeding, when, at the suggestion of 
the Speaker, the bill was ordered to be 
read a 2d time to-morrow, after. which it 
is to be committed pro forma to haye the 
blanks filled up, and then ordered to be 
printed.—The Scotch Additional Force 
bill was read a 3d time and passed.—The 
Secretary at War brought up the Foreign 
Troops bill, which was read a Ist time, 
and ordered to be read a 2d time to- 
morrow.—Mr. Owen, from the E. India 
House, presented an account of the par- 
ticulars of the account made up to the Ist 
of March, 1804, shewing the claim of the 
E. India Company on govt. for the sum 
of 4,018,000]. Ordered to lie on the table, 
and to be priuted.—The bill for authoriz- 
ing the issue of Exchequer bills on the cre- 
dit of the aids of 1804, was read a 2d 
time, aud ordered to be committed to- 


' morrow.—Mr, Alexander brought up the 


report of the committee on Expiring Laws, 
The resolutions were read, and an order 
made for the house to go into a committee 
to-morrow.—Mr. Foster brought up the 
bill for raising certain additional Duties on 
Customs and Excise in [reland, and for 
enforcing the payment of the Irish Reve- 
nues in English currency. Read a Ist time, 
and ordered to be read a 2d time to- 
morrow.—The Irish Stamp Duty bill was 
read a 2d time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted.—The Irish Corn Regulation bill 
was read a 3d time and passed.—Mr. Fos- 
ter moved that the house do, to-morrow, 
resolve itself into a committee, to consider 
of the propriety of repealing so much of 
the 32d and 44th of his Majesty, as give 
the Lord Lieut. of Ireland the power of 
prohibiting the use of oatmeal in distilling. 
Ordered. 

{[Lorp KiLwarpeEn’s Famiry.]—The 
house having resolved itself into a com- 
mittee on his Majesty’s message, relative 
to the family of the late Lord Kilwarden ; 

Mr. Pitt rose and said, that he hoped 
the proposition he had to submit, would 
meet the unanimous concurrence of the 
committee. He tuen moved the follow- 
ing resolution; ‘ That an annuity of 
1200]. be granted from the consolidated 
fund of Ireland, to the widow of the late 
Lord Kilwarden, Chief Justice of his Ma- 
jesty’s Court of King’s Bench in Ireland, 
to be held by kez during her life ; and that 
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after her death, the same to be settled in the 
following manner: viz. 8001. a year to the 
son, bearing the title of Lord Kilwarden, 
and 4001. a year to each of the two daugh- 
ters of the late Lord Kilwarden, and that 
this said annuity do commence from the 
28d of July, 1803.” The resolution was 
agreed to, and the report ordered to be 
received to-morrow. 

[Catico Printers.]—Mr Sheridan 
rose, to call the attention of the house to 
a subject of considerable importance. He 
had before him a petition presented to the 
house some time since from a vast number 
of the journeymen calico printers, com- 
plaining of various grievances. This peti- 
tion had been referred to the consideration 
of a committee, with orders to report their 
opinion thereon. ‘The result was such 
as he was aware had not unfrequently 
occurred, but which, in his mind, and 
that of many of the best informed men in 
that house, namely, that the committee, 
after some examination of the case, thought 
proper to adjourn sine die, and thus evaded 
bringing up any report whatever. ‘This 
was a sort of proceeding which ought at all 
times to diarm the jealousy of the house, 
for most unquestionably no committee 
could have the right of finally deciding 
upon any case thus referred to them for 
investigation. ‘Their province wes merely 
to lay before the house a brtef of the case, 
and the evidence, with their opinion an- 
nexed, but it did not belong to them to 
assume to be the ultimate judge. The 
adjournment in the instance he alluded to 
was, he observed, the more to be regretted, 
as the petitioners, whose means were very 
small (the wages of not one of whom ex- 
ceeded. 30s. a week) had expended above 
10001. in consequence of their application 
to parliament, and had also exhausted a 
good deal of time. They had brought up 
a number of witnesses from the remotest 
parts of G. Britain, some of whom had 
been examined before the committee.—The 
hon. member added, that several of these 
poor journeymen had been, both during 
the last and the present session, attending 
upon the house in search of redress. Their 
case was one which he felt to be extremely 
hard. He begged it, however, to be un- 


derstood, that he meant no reflection upon 
the gent. who composed the committee. 
Thev, he had no doubt, thought them- 
selves right in withholding the discussion 
of this subject from the house ; but in this 
he differed with them most decidedly. 
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Upon the nature of the dispute between 
the petitioners and their employers, he 
would not at present pronounce an opi- 
nion. He entertained a sanguine hope 
that it would, during the recess, be ami- 
cably adjusted to the satisfaction of all par- 
ties. He knew that such an adjustment 
was very practicable. If, however, it 
should not take place, and that his expect- 
ations should be disappointed, he pledged 
himself to bring the subject before the 
house in the shape of a motion for leave 
to bring in a bill to redress the grievances 
complained of by the petitioners. 

Mr. H. Lascelles said, that he was one 
of the committee alluded to by the hon. 

ent. and that in his opinion, and that of 
is colleagues, the petitioners had not 
made out a case to sustain the allegations 
contained in their petition. They, there- 
fore, adjourned for 3 months, meaning to 
bring up no report. The hon, member 
might, however, if he wished, have the 
minutes of the evidence laid before the 
house. 

Mr. Dent, as one of the committee, cor- 
roborated the sentiments of the last 
speaker, and deprecated the claims of the 
petitioners. 

Mr. Sheridan asked those hon. gent. 
why, if the petitioners had made no case, 
the committee to which they belonged did 
‘not report that to the house, and upon 
what ground that committee could assume 
to decide the question? The hon. member 
deprecated any discussion upon the merits 
of the petition alluded to, without having 
the report of the committee before the 
house. He had abstained from any opi- 
nion upon the subject, and he did think, 
that it wculd have been more becoming in 
the hon. gent. to have abstained from it 
also; all he now asked for the poor peti- 


_tioners, in whose behalf he addressed the 


house, was this, that their case might not 
be prematurely gone into, and that the 
report of the committee might be brought 
up. This, he hoped, would not be deem- 
ed unreasonable on their part. They were 
opposed in this case by a number of very 
wealthy men, who derived that wealth 
from their labour, and many of those 
wealthy men were in town during the sit- 
tings of the committee, and regularly at- 
tended it. He hoped, however, that such 
an opposition, or its influence, would not 
preclude the petitioners from experiencing 
the liberality and justice of that house.— 
Mr. Dent rose, but the Speaker stating 
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that there was no question before the 
house, the conversation dropped. 

Mr. Dent afterwards moved, that the 
minutes of the evidence taken before the 
committee on the petition of the journeymen 
calico printers should be laid before the 
house. Ordered. 

[Prize Acency Biiu.J—Mr. Jervis 
moved, that the order of the day be now 
read for the second reading of the prize 
agency bill. The order being read, the 
hon. gent. rose, and expressed his regret, 
that from the proceeding upon this bill hav- 
ing been postponed so frequently from day 
to day, and from the many important ob- 
jects for consideration which it involved, 
and the very advanced period of the Ses. 
sion, it was almost impracticable now to 
carry it into adoption. He had, however, 
the strong assurance that it was in the con- 
templation of his Majesty’s present minis- 
ters to bring forward early in the next ses- 
sion, another bill, having similar objects 
in view; for the present, therefore, he 
should move that this bill be read the 2d 
time this day 3 months. 

Sir Charles Pole expressed extreme re- 
gret that the hon. member should with- 
draw the bill, even late as it was in the 
session, when he reflected how very enor- 
mous and oppressive the grievances were 
which that bill was calculated to remedy, 
and how loudly and urgently they called 
for parliamentary interference; and he 
thought, that whatever were the defects 
of the present bill, they might be easily 
remedied in a committee, rather than 
postpone til] next session a measure so 
indispensably necessary to check a series 
of the most flagitious fraud and oppres- 
sion, upon a gallant and meritorious set 
of men, the officers and seamen of our 
navy. He had in his hand documents to 
shew, that some of the most flagitious in- 
stances of such fraud and oppression prac- 
tised by the prize courts and prize agents 
in the West Indies, as were scarcely cre- 
dible without the clearest testimony, The 
document was sent to him from the West 
Indies by a gallant young friend now no 
more, the son of a worthy member of 
this house, Admiral Davers; and this ac- 


‘count states, that upon the proceedings 


for the condemnation of 31 prizes, the pro= 
duce of which was but 163,000]. the 
charges in the prize court amounted to 
51,0001, ; and beside this, the charges for 
agency amounted to 50,0001. more, His 
gallant young friend, Captain Davers, wha 
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-wrote this account but a few hours before 


he expired, stated further, that he had 
been for a series of 8 years endeavouring 
to obtain justice and the payment of the 
prize money due to himself and his gal- 
Jant ship’s companies, but in vain. Was 
this, he would ask, to be tolerated to- 
wards that loyal aud gallant class of men 
who composed the British navy; and 
whose bravery and endurance of every 
danger and hardship were so cheerfully 
and indefatigably exerted in the cause of 
the country? or was it a case that should 
admit of delay, or be preceded by any 
other object for parliamentary considera- 
tion? It was a question of public jus- 
tice, and not of party, and therefore he 
saw the less pretence for postponing the 
adoption of the measure, and must sin- 
cerely regret it. ‘The hon. bart. stated 
also another instance, where a frigate off 
Ireland had taken 12 fishing vessels be- 
longing to the enemy, valued at 1200]. in 
recovering which, expences had been in- 
curred to the amount of 5701. which was 
more than one half of the original sum. 
The complaints, he said, on this subject 
had not been taken up lightly, and there- 
fore deserved a serious hearing. If the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had any se- 
rious intention of bringing in a bill of the 
same nature early next session, he had no 
objection that this bill should be now 
dropped. But unless something equally 


. efficient should be substituted in its place, 


he would consider it his duty to oppose 
any delay. 

Mr. IV. Dickenson assured the house, 
that a measure of a similar tendency would 
be submitted early next session. A bill, 
he said, when wrong in its outset, was not 
so easily corrected afterwards. The bill 
which was afterwards to be brought for- 
ward, would be found better adapted to 
remedy the evils complained of. 

Sir IV. Elford disliked the present bill, 
because it was formed upon the illiberal 
and unjust principle of supposing all man- 
kind thievés and robbers, and guarding 
against them as such. He would not deny, 
that in almost every class of society, indi- 
viduals might be found, whose conduct 
and principles were disgraceful to the rank 
they filled; this might be the case with 
respect to the prize agents, and even with 
respect to commissioners of the Adini- 
ralty ; but was it therefore to be contend- 


ed, that all were equally bad, and equally 


obnoxious to suspicion and severity? Ano- 
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ther principle for- which he disliked the 
bill was, that it went directly to take away 
from four-fifths of the classes of men on 
board ships of war, the right of appeinting 
their own agents, and this for a reason that 
was pretty obvious. 

Mr. Francis observed, that every mea- 
sure of regulation supposed abuse, and 
that abuses were supposed to exist was 
notorious. When the hon. gent. brought 
in the bill, he had been convinced of its pro- 
priety by his arguments; but he confessed 
that the arguments he had now used for its 
delay had not produced the same convic- 
tion on his mind. 

Mr. Jervis explained his reason to have 
been a distinct assurance on the part of 
his Majesty’s ministers, that a measure 
would be brought forward next session to 
meet the same object. 

The Advocate General said, that there 
was no doubt whatever on the part of his 
Majesty’s govt. that very flagitious frauds 
and grievances had existed in the West 
Indies, as stated by the hon. Admiral; 
but it was not to be concluded that, be- 
cause the present bill was withdrawn, for 
the motives assigned by the hon. gent. in 
order to the introduction of another bill 
for similar purposes early in the next ses- 
sion, that govt, had taken no steps to 
check the mischiefs complained of: the 
truth was, that govt. had taken the most 
effectual means in its power, by lessening 
the number of prize courts, limiting the 
fees payable in prize courts, obliging the 
agents to pay into the offices of govt. the 
net proceeds of the prizes sold by them; 
and thus taking out of their hands the 
temptation to protract proceedings which 
a possession of the money was apt to cre. 
ate. Of the result of those measures he 
hoped there would be speedy and satis< 
factory accounts; and with respect to the 
circumstance of the 12 fishing boats, stated 
by the hon. Admiral, it did happen, that 
a copy of that very document was some 
days since laid before the principal judge 
of the Admiralty Court for his considera. 
tion; and that learned judge, and not 
parliament, in the first instance, was the 
proper source whither to resort for redress, 
which, he was confident, that learned 
judge would be ready to grant, if just ; 
but which, if he refused, there would then 
be time enough to appeal to parliamentary 
authority. He himself could, however, 
tell the hon, admiral, that the only fee 
charged in that court on condemnation of 
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those boats, was 6 guineas each, and that 
the remainder of the expences were in- 
curred at out-ports, and by expence of 
prize keepers, as well as by separate pro- 
veedings by different owners, which could 
not occur if those vessels had been one 
capture, and not differeat ones, at differ- 
ent times and places, under which circum- 
stances the expences incurred were as great 
as if they had been 12 Indiamen. 

' Mr. Burroughs stated, that similar com- 
plaints existed with respect to prizes cap- 
tured in the East Indies; remonstrances 
upon which subject he pew had been long 
since submitted to govt.; he wished there- 
fore to ask, whether any instructions had 
been sent out on the subject ? 

Lord Castlercagh, said, that from the 
complete annihilation of the enemy’s 
commerce inthe Indian seas, there could 
be little apprehension of inconvenience 
arising to cur ships from any captures to 
be made there. This answer, however, he 
admitted, was nothing to the purpose; but 
he could assure the hon. me mber, that the 
India Company had the matter in contem- 
plation, and though no instructions were 
yet sent out, they ‘would speedily be for- 
warded.—After a few words from Mr. 
Dent, the motion was put and agreed to, 

{Stave Trape.j—The order of the 
day being read for the third reading of the 
bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 

Sir W. Young rose and said, that he 
could not give a silent vote on this sub- 
ject, as this would, in all probability, be 
the last opporiunity he should ever have 
of delivering his sentiments on the subject. 
He should, however, avoid going into 
particulars, and confine himself to the ge- 
neral principle, It was not on the coast 
of Africa, but throughout the whole of the 
continent, that slavery existed; conse- 
quently it could not have arisen from the 
trade that was now proposed to be abo- 
lished. Abstract principles could not be 
narrowed to individual cases, they must 
extend to all; and it would be unjust in 
attending to the rights of one party, to 
violate the rights of another. If. this bill 
were to pass, the trade would be carried 
on by other nations, and the miserable 
slaves would therefore be again exposed 
to all the miseries from which the wise 
and humane regulations under which the 
trade had been conducted by British mer- 
chants had relieved them. The hon. bart. 
argued, that the consequences of the mea- 
sure would be the depopulation and deso- 


lation of West India estates. He ene 


deayoured to prove, by referring to the 
various insurrections that had taken place 
within his own knowledge, that the newly 
imporied negroes had not been the crigi- 
val movers, but that they had been insti- 
gated by the old domestic and confidential 
slaves. The hon. bart. concluded by stat- 
ing, that the operation of the bill would 
cause a depreciation of West India property 
to the amount of millious beyond all com- 
pensation. 

Mr. Francis animadverted on the despe- 


rate resource to which the adversaries of 


the bill were now driven, in supposing that. 
they could push its advecates to an ex- 
trenie conclusion from the principle upon 
which they rested their arguments. ‘Those 
gent. argued, that the abolition of this 
‘adious trafic must necessarily lead to a 
proposition for emancipating the slaves in 
the colonies, but this by no means fol- 
lowed, for although the one was quite 
within the reach of our power to aceome- 
plish, the other might be found neither 
safe, prudent, nor practicable. Much 
had been said as to the propriety of con- 
sulting the legislatures of the different 
islands, as to the means of ameliorating 
the condition of the negroes, and the ad- 
vantage likely to be derived from their co- 
operation; but as a specimen of what de= 
gree of hope could be entertained on that 
head, and the dispositions of these assem- 
blies towards humanity and justice, the 
hon. member took occasion to read the 
following extract of a letter from Lord 
Seaforth to Lord Hobart, dated Barbadoes, 
March 18, 1802.—** Your lordship will 
observe, in the last day’s proceedings of 
the assembly, that the majority of the 
house had taken considerable offence at 
a message of mine, recommending an act 
to be passed to make the murder of a slave 
felony. (At present, the fine for that 
crime is only 15]. currency, or Lil. 4s. 
sterling.) The treasurer proposed, and 
the Attorney General secunded a motion, 
to take the message into consideration. 
‘The question was put and carried in the 
negative. The message sent to the assem- 
bly was founded on ‘orders and instruc 
tions from his Majesty, communicated by 
the sec. of state, and originally derived 
from addresses or resolutions of the House 
of Commons. ‘The assembly refused even 
to take it into consideration. No answer 


to it appears to bave been sent, but one ~ 


of the members proposed, that a mo- 
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-derate and respectful answer might be 


hers we were so little acquainted with, 


~ be made by those who might become suf- 


prepared, but calculated to repel insult, 
aud to evince that the house understood 
its interests, and asserted its rights.”— 
The hon. member appealed to the candour 
of the house, whether any assistance in a 
benevolent work could be looked for from 
such men? 

Mr. Dickenson, jun. thought, that infi- 
nite. mischiefs would result from an at- 
tempt to legislate at this distance for a 
tropical climate, and people whose man- 


He stated, that Lord Balcarras was ready 
to prove at the bar, that. the negroes did 
not distinguish between the abolition of 
the slave trade and their immediate eman- 
cipation. At the present time, there were 
7000 French prisoners on the island, be- 
sides a great number in prison ships, many 
of whom used every exertion, and found 
opportunities to foment discontents in the 
minds of the negroes. He also thought it 
right to state, that there were a number 
of Moravian missionaries in the island, 
many of whom endeavoured to impress 
most forcibly this principle of the Scrip- 
tures, that all men were alike God’s crea- 
tures, and that the last should be first, 
and the first last. In the island of Ja- 
maica there were but 8000 European 
troops, and 10,000 militia, of which only 
one-eighth was white. In such a state of 
military force, with the example of St. 
Domiugo so near, it was most dangerous 
to agitate the minds of the negroes. The 
principle of good intentions might be 
pleaded in excuse of those who were so 
active in promoting a measure likely to 
produce so much mischief; but good in- 
tentions were given as the ground of all 
the Roman Catholic pzrsecutions; the bi- 
gots meant to save the souls of those they 
burnt, and to prevent their descendants 
from being parties, ‘ 

Mr, Barham spoke in vindication of the 
missionaries. Not fewer than 10,000 ne- 
groes had been converted in the island of 
Antigua, and. their tempers and disposi- 
tions had been thereby rendered so much 
better, that they were entitled to an in- 
creased value of 10]. It was nota fact, 
that the planters in Jamaica wished to 
supply the places of negroes who died in 
their service by importation, rather than’ 
by encouraging the population. He stated 
the claim for compensation which would 
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had purchased lands from the crown, and 
had been induced to pay a high price for 
them, it was surely reasonable that they 
should be compensated. ‘The hon. gent. 
then proceeded to state several cases 
where it consisted with his knowledge that 
persons would be totally ruined. He had 
voted for the bill in its former stages, but he 
now theught, that unless some clause was 
introduced into it relative to indemnifica- 
tion, it would be prudent in him to re- 
tract. He thought, that many claims 
could be made out, which would not be 
difficult to settle. If all persons were per 
mitted to surrender to the crown such 
lands as they had not means to cultivate, 
the whole cases might be met, and at the 
same time not a great proportion of lands 
so abandoned. Such lands might remain 
in the hands of the crown, and re-sold 
gradually as the population increased. 
He would therefore earnestly request, that 
a clause should be introduced, recognizing 
the principles of compensation, so that 
some other bill might be afterwards pro« 
posed to settle all existing claims. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
he had uniformly admitted, that if the 
house should come to the resolution of 
abolishing the trade, he would be ex- 
tremely anxious to afford every degree of 
compensation in all cases where a fair and 
proper claim could be made out. If it 
had been practicable for him to have laid 
his Majesty’s recommendation on that 
subject before the house, nothing would 


however, thought it at present most expe- 
dient to discourage the introduction of a 
general, vague, and unlimited clause of 
compensation. He would resist the pro- 
position, that all persons who had ever 
been engaged in the slave trade, were to 
be indemnified, according to their own 
vague calculations of how much their 
wealth might be supposed to be injured. 
He was happy to hear it said by an hon. 
gent. opposite, that the abolition could be 
effected without the danger,of ruining in- 
dividuals, and that, were proper measures 
to be adopted, compensation would not 
become very burdensome to the state. 
The magnitude of the compensation would 
never detér him from doing every thing ia 
his power to,accomplish the desirable end, 
Persons who have bargained for their pro- 
perty with the public, and who have not 
yet paid for it, would, he thought, be en- 


ferers by the abolition. Where persons: 
Vo. If, 


ars either to restore their lands, or get 
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have prevented him from doing so. He,- 
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coifipensation. If there should be found 
any grants of great antiquity, aud where 
no steps had been taken to’ procure a set- 
tlement of those. grants, it: would, per- 
haps, be a just act of forbearance on the 
part of the crown to withheld compensa- 
tion. The plan, however, would neces- 
sarily require some fair mode of valuation 
to be adopted, and to recognize, generally, 
the principle of it in the bill, would be 
to put the matter out of the hands of 
parliament without a proper investigation, 
which might be attended with dangerous 
consequences, 

Mr. Fuller stated, that the increase of 
the negroes was encouraged by the masters, 
but was impeded by causes existing among 
the negroes, one of which was, that when 


peevent females were exempted from la- 


ur by their masters, they carried heavy | 


burdens for their own benefit: another 
cause was the unrestrained intercourse be- 

- tween the sexes. The affair alluded to in 
Barbadoes arose from a disagreement be- 

tween the assembly and the govt. and an 
unwillingness in the assembly to allow 
thémselves to be dictated to. The emian- 
cipation had destroyed St. Domingo. The 
principle of compensation was just and 
‘necessary. There would be a great fall- 
ing off, particularly in the estates lately 
settled. 

Mr. Rose said, that great good had been 
‘derived from the various discussions of the 
‘because the situation of the 

aves had been considerably improved by 
the enquiries which had thereby been made 
‘into their actual situation. He was sorry to 
hear that the measure which had been sug- 
gested by one of his Majesty’s ministers to 
‘the assembly of Barbadoes, had been so 
‘rejected as was stated by an hon. gent. op- 
‘posite, because he saw no reason why the 
‘murder of a slave should-not be punished 
‘with death in a similar manner. as the 
‘murder of any other individual. He was 
-afraid that the negroes in the West Indies 
‘would not discover the: difference betwixt 
‘emancipation and abolition. Those who 
‘suffered by such measures would, no doubt, 
‘be entitled to ample indemnification, for 
-we liad no right whatever to be humane at 
‘the éxpence of others. He concéived that 
‘any proprietor of lands in the’ West In-. 
-dies, who was at all affected by this bill, 
‘had ‘a’ right to that indemnification, and 
‘that it ought not to be confined to those 
‘alone who had récently purchased the lands 
‘of the crown. Immediately after the re- 


storation, Charles II. granted a charter to 
the African company, allowing them to 
send so the West Iudies a certain number 
of negroes every year, and. it was in con- 
sequence of that charter, that a colony 
was planted in Barbadoes. Various acts 
were soon alter passed, recognizing the 
trade, which was acknowledged to be verv 
advantageous. ‘These had been ever since 
continued, and were indispeusably neces- 
sary to the prosperity of the colonies. in 
the West Indies. Under the faith, there- 
fore of these laws, plantations had been 
settled, and lands had been purchased dur- 
ing a whole century, and it would be the 
height of injustice to deprive those persons 
of their property. Llowever important 
thé objection of the want of necessary pro- 
visions as to indemnification, might be, he 
had still others to urge which would lead 
hiin to oppose it. ‘The natural expecta- 


tion of the negroes would be, that their | 


situation was to be ameliorated, and not 
be made worse, which would lead them to 
assimilate aboliiion to emancipation. He, 
indeed, believed, that the planters had 
used the slaves better of late, and that the 
reports as to cruelties, were perfectly un- 
founded. He was desired by a noble lord 
(Balcarras) to state, that it consisted with 
his knowledge, that the negroes in Jamaica 
were extremely alive as to what was going 
forward, and that they made no alteration 
in the meaning of the words abolition and 
emancipation. He feared, that if 3 or 400 
negroes were to fly from their masters and 
get into the woods, the whole military 
force of the island would not be able to 
subdue them. It was therefore necessary 
the house should be cautious in what they 
did in that respect, for he believed, in his 
conscience, that if the act should now 
pass, there would not, in the space of 3 
years, be a white person left alive in any 
of the islands, ‘The bill, hesaid, went to 
effect an immediate abolition. He wished 
to know what was expected by the sup. 
porters of it, to become of the great num- 
bers of negroes that would be on the coast, 
waiting to supply the next ships that were’ 
expected out for the purpose of carrying 
on the trade as usual. Many of these 
slaves were brought by the dealers from a 
great distance in the interior parts of Af- 
rica. Did the hon. gent. who supported 
this bill suppose that the slave dealers or 
merchants in that country would march 
these poor creatures back to the different 


places where they were born, or had been 
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brought, and deliver them again..to- their 
parents or relatives? If that was not the 
case, he feared they would be murdered, 
as the easiest way of getting rid of them, 
when there was no longer any market or 
means of disposing of them. But it had 
been said, we had a colony there. He 
had read the account of Capt. Holloway, 
who had been sent out for the purpose of 
acquiring all the information he could on 
the subject ; and from this account it ap- 
appeared, that the only convert made by 
the Sierra Leona company, was a man 
called Dally Morda, and he lived under 
the guns of the fort, and was a slave mer- 


~ chant; so that the company. sent out to 


civilize the people, have furnished slave 
merchants for their own servants. . The 
civil expences of the colony were 10,0001. 
a. year, and the military 40001. and the 
whole of the rest of the settlements toge- 
ther on that coast, were only 13,0001. an- 
nually, 

- The Chancellor of the Exchequer here 
called. his right hon. friend to. order, as 
speaking upon a subject of calculation and 
figures, which did. not properly belong to 
this stage of the discussion. ; 

_. Mr. Rose said, that with every deference 
to his right hon, friend, he conceived he 
was strictly in order, He waited, how- 
ever, for the Speaker’s judgment—The 
Speaker nodded, and Mr. Rose proceeded 
to: state, that if we abolished this trade, it 
would be taken up by other nations. He 
had himself seen letters and papers, which 
shewed that large offers had been made by 
the Spaniards to the merchants of Liver- 
pool, to furnish them with slaves. Some 
of these contracts were for 15,000, some 
for 8000, and other numbers. Jf the trade 
is abolished, it will be of great advantage 
to these traders of Liverpool, for they will 
then be able to carry for the Spaniards 600 
slaves in the same ship, by-which, accord- 
ing to our regulations, they could only carry 
400. So much for the humanity of the 
measure! He deplored the question having 
been agitated; but as it had been so, he 
must give it as his sentiment that the abo- 


lition will be attended with great cruelties 


and massacres, and with effects similar to 
what had occurred in St. Domingo. 

Mr. H, Thornton explained, that the fai- 
lure of success on the part of the Sierra 
Leone company was no argument against 
the establishment. This failure, he said, 
arose from causes of an accidental nature, 


nd not at all connected with the general. 
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principles on which the society was found. 
ed. He did sanguinely look forward. to 
the influence of the bill, as laying. the 
surest foundation for civilizing theinhabit- 
ants of Africa. ‘Till the abominable trade 
which the bill went.to extinguish was abo- 
lished, it was impossible for any exertions, 
however benevolent, wholly to succeed in 
accomplishing this most desirable object. 
He was convinced that it was a measure 
equally founded on the most enlarged 
views ‘of policy, humanity, and justice; 
and, therefore, he hoped that the house 
would consult at once their duty and their 
honour by its immediate adoption. 

Mr. W. Smith said, he denied that the 
bill was at all pregnant with the dangers 
some hon. gent. described; but, on the 
other hand, argued, that nothing but the 
immediate prohibition of the importation 
of fresh negroes, all most prone to insur- 
rection, could give us.a chance of retain- 
ing in peaceable possession our West India 
colonies. He exposed the argument drawn 
from the idea of the trade passing to other 
countries. There was every reason to ex 
pect that, at the expiration of 4 years, 1 
would be absolutely prohibited in Ame- 
rica. At all events, he maintained, that 
the idea of this taking place was no argu- 
ment against our discontinuing a traffic at 
once inhuman, impolitic, and grossly un- 


Addington sincerely believed,that:the 
condition of the blacks would-be rendered 
yet more lamentable by the operation of 
this bill. He was a warm advocate for 
the abolition of the slave trade; and had 
the motion been for the consideration of 
the most effectual means to abolish: it, 
and not for the bill in its present form, it 
would have received his cordie’ support. 
It was well known that he had given no- 
tice of a proposition for this express pur- 
pose, but the political changes which im- 
mediately followed had prevented its in- 
troduction into that house. ‘The negroes 
would not be able to distinguish between 
the abolition proposed, and the emancipa- 
tion for which they ardently panted; and 
he feared the most alarming and fatal con- 
sequences from this measure. 

Mr. Wilberforce could not avoid being 
surprised at a direct opposition from the 
right hon. gent. when, by a strange incon. 
sistency, he professed himself friendly to 
the general object of the bill. He said, 
non meus est hic sermo ; ‘for the language 
of the right hon. gent, was considered as 
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inimical to the abolition by those hon. 
gent. who were most hostile to it, and his 
speech, in consequence, had attracted 
from them every exterior mark of appro- 
bation. Since the proposal on this im- 
portant subject had been made, 340,190 
victims had been dragged irom their na- 
tive homes to West: India bondage; of 
which 132,000 had been imported into 
Jamaica. He concluded with a general 
examination of the few new topics of ar- 
gument. which had been} adduced, and 
trusted’ the bill to the honour and huma- 
nity of the louse, 

Mr. Dent contended, that whatever 
might be the efferts made to extend the 
population, that a farther purchase of ne- 
groes would be necessary for the cultiva- 
tion of the plantations, as they were now 
circumstanced. Even the governor. of 


Jamaica was known to have purchased 


400 or more. negroes at a time, to recruit 
his stock.—The house then divided on the 
third reading of the bill, when the: num- 


bers were, Ayes, 69, Noes, 83; Majo- 


rity, 56. The bill was then read a ‘third 
‘and the house adjourned. 


_ Thursday, June 28, 


[Mixures. ]—In a committee of pri-| 


vileges, their lordships resumed the tar- 
ther hearing of counsel and evidence re- 
specting the claim of Sir C. Bishop, bart. 
to the barony of Zouche. Having made 
some progress, the farther consideration 
of the case was adjourned until the first 
Tuesday in the next session of parliament. 
~The bills upon the. table were forwarded 
in their respective stages.—A few private 
and return bills were brought up from 


.the Commons, and asoute severally read a 


first time. 

[Stave Trane. ]- Mr. Wilberforce, 
attended by the Attorney: General, and 
several ather members, brought up: the bill 
for the Abolition of the Slave ‘Trade fora 
limited time. ‘The bill was read a first 
time, on the motion of Lord Walsingham. 

Lord Hawkesbury wished to address a 


.few words to their lordships, without 


meaning to occupy any considerable por- 
tien of their time... is sentiments re- 
specting the measure proposed to be car- 
ried into effect by the bill which had been 
just introduced, were already known, He 
bad opposed the principle of abolition when 


it was Jast breught ferward, and all the 


reflections he had since been able to give 


the subject, tended only to confirm the . 


opinions he then enterta.ned. He did not 
rise to debate the bill in the present stage 
of it, but it was his intention, when the 
second reading should be moved, to move, 
that in place. of the word “ now” the 
words “ this day three months” should be 
substituted. Considering the important 
nature of the bill, and the variety of in- 
terests that were likely to be affected by 
it, and that every individual likely to be 
aggrieved by it was entitled to be heard 
at their lordships’ bar, he saw but little 
probability of their being able to make 
any considerable progress with the bill 
during the present session. Indeed, he 
thought the proposers and friends. of the 
measure were not quite free from blame 
in ‘bringing it forward so late in the ses+ 
sion. He was aware that bills of the ut- 
most importance had been often passed in 
the course of a few days, but then they 
were bills not involving stich complicated 
interests as the present one. Their lord- 
ships could perceive, by referring to the 
printed votes of the other house, that the 
leave to bring in this bill had not been 
given until so late a day as the 30th of 


May, and they were: now called: upon, 


within 4 weeks, to proceed ‘with it, in the 
hopes of having it passed in the present 
session. Tis lordship put it to the cans 


‘dour of noble lords, whether they would, 
under 
, pressing the bill forward. He was per- 


these Circumstances, concur in 


suaded that they could not, consistent with 
that spirit of justice by which their pro- 
ceedings were always governed, and parti+ 
cularly: where the interests of a variety of 
persons were involved. Tis lordship con- 
cluded with moving, that the bill should 
be printed, and gave notice, that on the 
second reading he should move the amend- 
ment he propused at the 
of his speech, 

Earl Stanhope was glad to find that the 


noble sec. of state had altered his inten- . 


tion, and that, instead of making the mo- 
tion new that he mentioned, he had thonght 
it advisable to defer it to the second 
reading of the bill. Ile professed himself 
a warm friend to the principle of the bill 
for the abolition of that horrid and im- 
pious traffic, equally subversive of the 
duties. of religion and. the rights of men, 
He saw no reason why the bill should not 
be passed this session. If the persons 
who were interested in the continuance of 
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this system of fraud and depredation, 
which dishonoured the name of commerce, 
sought to perpetuate it, by presenting pe- 
titions, and tendering evidence at their 
Jordships’ bar, he, although he stood sin- 
gle, would think he but badly discharged 
his duty to his Creator, and to his coun- 
try, if he did not resist the hearing of 
such evidence, and the receiving of such 
petitions, Where’a transaction was inno- 
cent in its nature, the person who had 
an interest liable to be affected by any 
alteration in the circumstances of such 


‘transaction, had a right to be heard in 


defence of such interest. But if a per- 
son presented a petition for liberty to 
continue in the practice of a crime from 
which he derived emolument, he would 
not. make a mockery of justice, by con- 
senting to hear that man. When the pro- 
per period should arrive for debating the 
bill, and coming to a decision on it, he 
would be ready to support it both by vote 
and argument. 

Lord Harrouwby conceived, that his no- 
ble friend had been misunderstood by the 
noble Earl: he did not understand him 
to have said that he had come down with 
the intention of moving that the bill should 
be postponed for 3 months. Such a pro- 
ceeding would have been a surprize upon 


their lordships, which he knew his noble. 
friend to be incapable of; but he under- 


stood him to have given notice, that such 
would be the nature of the amendment he 
should propose on the second reading of 
the bill. 
friendly to the abolition, and he certainly 


| should support it, whenever it was brought 


forward; but he was apprehensive it had 
been intraduced too late in the session, to 
afford reasonable grounds oi expectation 
that it could be passed before the rising of 
parliament, He thought some blame was 
imputable to those who introduced it, for 
having delayed it to so advanced a period 
of the session. He did not see how it 
could be pressed through the house, keep- 
ing in view that rigid impartiality which it 
was the duty and the practice of their lord- 
ships to observe, whenever the fortunes of 
individuals were concerned, 

Lord Grenville would nat now enter into 
a discussion of the bill, but take that op- 
portunity of declaring, that he now was, 
and always had been, a decided friend to 
the abolition of the Slave trade, He would 


not trouble their Lordships with the rea- 


fons upon which he grounded the opinion 
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which he had entertained for the last 
10 or 12 years, of the impolicy, the injus- 
tice, and the criminality of that trade. 
With the immense mass of evidence laying 
on their lordships’ table, and the manner 
in which that question had been sifted and 
scrutinized in all its bearings and relations, 
during the ten years it had been before par. 
liament and the public, he could see no 
necessity for wasting their lordships’ time, 

by receiving additional evidence at the 

bar. ‘The gent. interested in this traffic, 

seemed to depend more upon the length 

than the strength of their case. ‘Their 

object appeared to be to carry their point 

by fatiguing and wearing out the patience 

of their lordships. As he had no means of 
ascertainiug when it was intended that par- 

liament should rise, he could not say whe- 

ther there was sufficient time to get through 

the bill in the present session. For him- 

self, his mind had long been made up on 

the subject, and he was willing to come to 

vote on it as soon as possible, If the de- 

termination to hear evidence, should the 

house adopt that mode of proceeding, was 

supposed to proceed from any previous 

understanding, or presumed recognition of 

that right, he, for one, begged leave to 

protest against it. 

Lord Harrowby was apprehensive that 
his noble friend did not fully comprehend 
what he had said. He did not mean to 
say that he was disposed to countenance 
the idea of procrastinating the important 
measuie before the house. Although other 
noble lords may perhaps be inclined to hear 
counsel, and receive evidence on the part 
of persons interested, he had no occasion 
for the benefit of such lights, for his mind 
had long been convinced vf the impolicy 
and the injustice of the trade, and he 
would vote for the abolition of it whenever 
it should be brought forward. ; 

The Bishop of St, Asaph considered any 
discussion of the principle of the bill as 
premature in the present stage of it. 
Whenever it should regularly come before 
their lordships, he would be prepared to 
argue in favour ‘of the abolition. The 
question now was, whether the bill should 
be printed, and to that he did not conceive 
there could be any objection. < 

The Duke of Clarence would only trou- 
ble their lordships with a few words. Since 
a very early period of his life, when he 
was in another line of profession, which 
he knew not why he had no longer em- 
ployment in, he had ocular demonstration 
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of the state of slavery, as it was called, in 
the West Indies, and all that be had seen 
convinced him, that it not only was not de- 
‘serving of the imputations that had been 
Cast on it, but that the abolition of it 
would be productive of extreme danger 
Grenville declared his intention of 
attending in his place, whenever the 2d 
reading of the bill should take place, and 
of troubling their lordships with his rea 
Sons for supporting it; but as Tuesday 
would be rather more convenient for him 
_ than Monday, and as it was desirable to. 
have as full an attendance as possible, he 
trusted the noble Sec. of State would con- 
sent to fix the 2d reading for that day.— 
The bill was then ordered to be printed, | 
and read a 2d time on Tuesday.—Ad-. 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, June 28. 


[Mrixvurtzs ]—A new writ was ordered 
on the motion of Mr. 8. Bourne, for the 
-. election of a burgess for the borough of 
Monmouth, in the room of Lord C. So- 
-merset, who had accepted the place of 
Joint Paymaster of his Majesty’s Forces.— 
Sir W. Geary presented a petition’ from | 
certain proprietors of hop grounds: in the | 
county of Kent, against the late duty on 
hops. Ordered to lie on the table.-—A 
message from the Lordsinformed the house | 
that their lordships had agreed to the Eng- 
lish Additional Force bill, without any 
amendment, and had passed a bill for f 
dissolving the marriage of R. Tighe, Esq. 
in which they desired the concurrence of 
the house. —Mr. Rose moved the 3d read- 
jing of the Liverpool Prize Goods bill. 
Mr. Plummer attended as counsel for cef- 
tain Merchants of the city of London, pe- 
titioners against the bill, and urged a num- 
ber of arguments against passing the bill 
into a law. Mr. Rose briefly replied to 
the arguments of the learned gent. after he 
had withdrawn ;_ and the bill was then read 
a 3d time, and passed without farther op- 
positiov.—The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer proposed, with the permission of the 
house, to defer his notice of a motion rela- 
tive to the Civil List and the stamp duties, 
which stood for to-morrow, in the com- 
mittee of Supply to Monday next; and 
as he was on his legs, he availed himself 
of the ofportunity of stating, that, as the 
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proceed with the public business in future, 
as soon after four .o’clock as possible. 
Mr. Corry moved, that there be laid be- 
fore the house an account of the cash bas 
lances in the hands. of. the Collectors of 
Customs and Excise respectively in Ire- 
land, -on the 5th of Jan. 1804, together 
with the amount thereof remaining in their 
hands on the 14th of Jan, following, as 
certified by the Clerk of the Revenue to 
the Treasury of Ireland: Ordered.—Mr, 
Smith, from the Treasury in Ireland, after- 
wards presented the account at the bar, 
which was ordered to lie on the table ; and 
on the motion of Mr. Corry, to be printed, 
Mr. Corry then gave notice, that heshould, 
on Wednesday next submit a motion to the 
house on the subject of that paper.—Mr. 
Princep moved, that there be laid before 


| the house, an Account of the annual esti- 


mated amount of costs and charges on, and 
the sale amount of the East India Com- 
pany’s Sales in England, from‘ the 1st 
of March, 1799, to the 1st of March, 
1804, distinguishing East India from China 
goods. Ordered.—The Foreign Troops’ En- 
histment bill, was read a 2d time, to be 
committed to-morrow.—The. house 
into a committee on the report of the com- 
mittee on Expiring Laws. Report to be 
received to-morrow.—On the motion of 
Mr. Rose, a new writ was ordered for the 
election of a burgess in the room of the 
right hon. J. C. Villiers, who had accepted 


the place of Prothonotary of the Common . 


Pleas, in the County Palatine of Lancas. 
ter.—Mr. Alexander brought up the re- 
port of the committee on his Majesty’s 
message, for granting an annuity of 1200}, 
to Viscountess: Kilwarden, &c. to come. 
mence from the 23d of July last.’ The re- 
solutions were agreed to, and abill order- 
ed pursuant thereto.—Mr. W. Dickenson 
gave notice, that he should, en Monday 
next, move the additional navy estimates 
in the committee of supply.—The Irish 
Customs and Excise Duty bill was read a 
2d time. To be committed to-morrow.— 
Mr. Foster moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to appoint commissioners to inquire 
into all fees, gratuities, perquisites, and 
emoluments that are or have been- received 
in the public offices in Ireland to be therein 
mentioned, to examine into the abuses 
existing therein, to report their opinion to 
ihe house, and the present mode of col- 
lectiag, issuing, and accounting for the 
public monies in Ireland. Leave given, 


reater part of the private bysiness had 
uaveady gone through, he proposed to 


(Connuct orJupes Fox.]—A petition 
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of William Armstrong, John Fausset, 
Noble Weir, James Frith, Patrick Dundas, 
‘Hugh Dundas, John Fiddis, William Gray- 

_ don, George Sproul, John Cooke, George 
Moore, and James Moore, all of the 
county of Fermanagh, was presented to 
the house by Colonel Cole, and read; 
setting forth, “that the petitioners were 
sworn upon a petit jury at the last sum- 
mer assizes held at Enniskillen, ia and for 
the county of Fermanagh, to try three 
persons of the names of John Fletcher, 
Hugh Keys, and James Sharpe, for the 
murder of one Nicholas Morris; and that 
the principal witnesses produced on the 
part of the crown, to prove the said crime 
against the persons charged, were Cormick 
Maguire and James M‘Nab, two persons 
whose characters were well known to the 
petitioners, and to most of the persons in 
their neighbourhood who usually compose 
the petit Jury; and that rewards had been 


offered by the governmeut of the country, | 
by proclamation, and by the gentlemen of 
the county, to an awount of nearly 8001, 
* for prosecuting to conviction any of the’ 


persons concerned in the said murder; 


notwithstanding which, several months had- 
_ elapsed before any information was given 


relative thereto by the said M‘Nab and Ma- 
guire, or any person whatsoever; and that 
the said M‘Naband Maguire, induced by the 
said reward (as the petitioners think they 
have a right to presume), came forward, and 
made examinations against the persons 
aforesaid; and, on the said trial, on which 
the petitioners were the jury, proved that 
they were in a field at some- distance from 
‘the place where the murder wascommitted, 
at the time when the same was perpetrated ; 
‘and that when the persons who perpetrated 
the same were beating and battering with 
sticks and stones the said deceased Nicholas 
Morris, they, the said witnesses, had heard 
the deceased call upon the prisoners (who 
_ were so tried by the petitioners) by name, 
not to kill him, and that they heard other 
‘words pass from the deceased ; but neither 
, they, nor any witness for the crown, iden- 
‘tified the prisoners as having been present, 
either from face or voice; and that it ap- 
“peared to the petitioners, that none of the 
‘said prisoners had fled for or on‘account of 
‘the said murder; that they had been ad- 
mitted to bail at the preceding assizes, and 
‘had surrendered in discharge of their bail, 
and each of the said prisoners gave most 
‘respectable testimony of their good moral 
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and religious character; and that the peti- 
tioners considered themselves under the 
blessed constitution under which they live, 
and which they have armed to support and 
defend, as the judges not only of the mat-< 
ter of fact which they were sworn to try, 
but the credit of the witnesses produced to 
prove that fact; and that the hon. judge- 
Fox, who presided on that trial, after re- 
capitulating the evidence to them, charged 
them very strongly to find the prisoners 
guilty; and that when the petitioners had 
retired to their room, and came to weigh 
the evidence, and the credit of the wit- 
nesses, they were of opinion that the evi- 
dence was not entitled to such credit from 
them, nor was there such certainty in their 
account as to justify a verdict of guilty, 
and their taking away the lives. of three 
men; and that the petitioners are ready to 
lay a note of the evidence before parlia- 
ment, to justify their verdict, if they are. 
permitted to do so; and that when the 
petitioners delivered their verdict, the said 
honourable judge expressed much dissatis- 
faction thereat; and that on the next 
morning, when the court was full, the said 
honourable judge Fox called on the clerk 
of the crown to furnish him with a list of 
the names of the petitioners, which having 
received, he caused the whole of the grand 


sitting in their room on the public business, 
tobe called into the court-house, when, in 
the face of the whole county, the said hon, 
judge Fox stigmatized the petitioners as 
men not worthy to be believed on their 
oaths, and as unfit ever again to act in 
the capacity of jurors, and cautioned the 
said grand jury and others never thereafter 
to hold communion or intercourse with 
them; that he ordered the clerk of the 
crown to deliver in a list of their names 
to every succeeding judge, as men unfit to 
be jurors, that they might prevent their 
serving as such thereafter; and that he 
ordered the high and under sheriff to deli« 
ver a list of the names to the succeeding 
sheriff, with a direction to hand them 
down from sheriff to sheriff, as branded 
with the infamy of a verdict, which was 
for ever to render them unworthy of cre- 
dit, and ordered that their names should 
be publicly posted up as such in the grand 
jury rdom; and that the petitioners, 


of substance, aud have heretofore enjoyed 
not only good, but they think they may 


inquest of the county, then sworn, and | 


though not men of large estates, are men. 
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may add high characters for honesty and 
integrity among their neighbours, and in 
the county in general, an inheritance more 
dear to them to hand unsullied to their 
children, than any adventitious gift of for- 
tune; and that, valuing their characters 
above all human enjoyments, they have 
felt debased in their own eyes, until they 
shall have had a public investigation of 
their conduct, and reparation for what 
they conceive to be the greatest of all] 
possible injuries; and therefore praying 
the house to take the premises into their 
consideration, and permit the petitioners 
to prove the same at the bar of the house, 
and thereupon to afford such satisfaction 
to the petitioners, as the justice and me- 
rits of their case, and the conduct of the 
said judge to them, may entitle them, and 


as to the house shall seem meet.”’—Or- |- 


dered to lie upon the table. 

[Counterreit Dotvars’ ]—Mr. 
Sturges Bourne moved, that the Counter- 
feit Dollars’ bill be committed. 

Mr. Princep rose to correct a mistake 
which had been made, with regard to 
what he had said on this subject on a 
former occasion. Wha: he had said was, 
that a great quantity of French coin had 
circulated under this denomination; but 
he never meant to say, that the Bank en- 
couraged this circulation: and this expla- 
nation would, he hoped, satisfy those. who 
had been uneasy on, the subject. These 
counterteit dollars might fall into the ban- 
kers’ hands while they were ignorant of it. 
The bill was then committed, and the re- 
port ordered to-morrow. 

{Ixsonvent Desrors’ Biti.]—Col 
Bagwell brought up the report of the com- 
mittee on the bill for the relief of Insol- 
vent Debtors. On the motion that the 
amendments be read a second time, 

Mr. Kerr said, that considering the 
difference of the present time, and the 
period when 10]. was fixed as the lowest 
’ sum for which a person could be bailed, 

he thought it too small, There were many 
rsons who lived in prisons in a state of 
uxury, when their creditors were in need 
of the very money they were squandering. 
Such individuals ought to be forced to 
surrender their property, or to make it 
appear in proof that they were possessed 
_of none.—The amendments were then 
read, and the bill ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time to-morrow. 
[Corn Trave Western. 
moved the order of the day for the second 
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reading of the Corn Export and Import 
Regulation bill. The hon. gent. assured 
the house, that it was his intention to 
move the commitment of this bill this 
day, in order to have the blanks filled 
preparatory to its being printed, and that 
the recommitment was to be fixed for 
Monday next. ‘ 

Mr. Jefferies observed, that it was im- 
proper to urge forward a matter of this 
importance with too great haste; he also 
objected to the principle of the bill. 

The Speaker observed, that the bill 
might be ready for being delivered to the 
members on Saturday. 

Mr. Jefferies contended, that still. the 
time between Saturday and Monday was 
too limited for the consideration of a bill 
of this importance. 

Mr. Patieson hoped the report would be 
put off till Monday se’nnight, and declared 
that he thought it of so much importance, 
that he would divide the house upon it.— 
When the house was about to divide on 
this question, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer pro 
posed that the report should, be received 
on Tuesday, which might accommodate all 
parties. ‘There would probably, on Mon- » 
day, be so much business, that on that 
day there would scarcely be sufficient time 
to discuss it. ‘This was agreed to, and the 
report was ordered to be received on Tues- 
day next. 

[Excurquer Bitis.]—The house went 
me cominittee on the Exchequer Bills’ 
bill. 

Mr. Johnstone desired to know what 
quantity of Exchequer bills it. was the in- 
tention of govt. to issue by virtue of this 
bill, The amount of Exchequer bills al- 
ready in the market, was so great, that 
they were at a discount; and he submit- 
ted whether it would be prudent, under 
such circumstances, to enhance this evil 
by a further issue until the number already 
in the market should be diminished. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer could 
not inform the hon, gent. of the precise 
amount that it might be necessary to is- 
sue, but proposed to issue from time to 
time Exchequer bills to the full amount of 
the estimated produce of the war taxes. 
It was impossible at this moment to say, 
how far the immediate returns from the 
taxes would be adequate to any demands 
that might arise, or to ascertain what 
might be the pressure of the demands ; 
and on the result of these two considera~ 


| 
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tions would necessarily depend the amount 
of the bills to be issued, It would, how- 
ever, be sutisfactory to the hon. gent. to 
know that these bills would not be like 
the Exchequer bills which were kept in 
the market from year to year, but would 
be issued on the credit of a fund which 
must, sooner or later, produce the means 
of discharging them. The hon. gent. must 
also have been aware, that the discount 
on Exchequer biils, to which he had ad- 
verted, was considerably reduced.—The 
bill then passed through the committee, 
and on the house being resumed, the re- 
port was ordered to be received to-morrow. 
{Irish Srame Dury 
house resolved itself into a committee on 
the Irish Stamp Duty bill. 

' Col. Hutchinson rose to object to that 
part of the bill which related to the stamp 
on the registry of freeholds, He said, 
that when the right hon. gent. first brought 
forward this bill, he had declared he 
would collect the sentiments of the gen- 
tlewen of Ireland as to this particular 
tax, and if they should be against it, he 
would give it up. He; for his own part, 
must now beg leave to say, that he 
strongly objected to it, as being highly 
unconstitutional, in as much as it affected 
the right of the electors, and of that por- 


tion of them, too, who had scarcely any 


thing else to shew that they had a place in 
the community. That it was without any 
precedent, there being in this country no 
such tax, nor hitherto even in Ireland, 
any thing of the kind thought of. The 26th 
of the King only required that freeholders 
in this country should shew the existence 
of their freeholds, and does not bear out 
the right hon. gent. in this tax. He was 
the more desirous to urge these objections 
at present, because the right hon. gent. 
was about to lay on new taxes to the 
amount of 1,200,0001., a system which 
he highly approved, anid to the success o! 
which he was sure no one was more alive 
than himself. Whilst he was, however, 
desirous that the rich, and those who could 
bear their proportion, should contribute 
to these taxes, he should be sorry to see 
them extended to the poor and lowly, 


who had always too many hardships and 


difficulties to contend with. He hoped, 
therefore, the right hon. gent. would agree 
to wave this tax. 

‘Mr. Harman made some short objec- 
tions to the tax on the same ground. 

Mr. Foster denied the tax was uncon- 

Vou, II, 
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stitutional. If there was any impolicy in 
Ireland relative to the freeholders, it was 
in requiring them to be registered. By 
the act of Geo. I. freeholders are pre- 
cluded from voting, unless their freehold 
was proved by affidavits, and on these affi- 
davits he proposed to lay the present tax. 
On the ground of its being unconstitu- 
tional, he would therefore not yield to 
any man living; but if it “was put on the 
ground of bearing hard on the lower ranks 
of the people, he was willing to attend to 
the sentiments of gent. on that head; and, . 
as a great number of gent. wished to have 
the tax postponed, he was willing to com- 
ply with their desire. He had, at the 
same time, a favour to beg of them, which 
was, that they would use their exertions 
against the use of private stills. He had 
in his eye an hon. gent. from the west of 
Ireland, who, he believed, knew how very 
necessary this was, and he hoped and 
trusted he for one would oblige him in 
acceding to this request. He then said he 
should tor the present withdraw the tax in 
question. 

Mr. Martin (of Galway) assured the 
right hon. gent. he would do all in his 
power to prevent a practice, of the evils 
of which he was so well convinced. He 
had for 2 or 3 years past been in corres- 
pondence with the revenue board on this 
subject, and had submitted to them a plan 
which he doubted not would bring in 
100,000]. at an expence amounting to not 
much more than 2 or 30001.—The house 
was then resumed, and the report ordered 
to be received to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, June 29. 


[Minvures. ] —TheAdditional Force bill, 
the Irish Public Accounts’ bill, the Solici- 
tor’s Indemnity bill, the Aylesbury Elec- 
tion bill, and 54 private bills, received 
the royal assent by commission. The 
commissioners were, the Lord Chancellor, 
Earl of Camden, and Lord Walsingham.— 
The bill for authorizing the sale of East 
India Prize Goods at Liverpool, and one 
private bill, were brought from the com- 
mons, and read a first time.—The bill for 
suspending the operation of certain acts 
relative to Woollen Manufactures, was 
read a third time, and passed.—On the 
motion of Lord Walsingham, the second 
reading of the Slave Trade bill was or= 
dered tor to-morrow.—Adjourned, 
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“HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, June 29. 


Speaker, with seve- 
ral members, attended in the House of 
Peers; and on their return, the Speaker 
informed the house, that the rvyal assent 
had been given, by commission, to the 
Additional Force bill, the Irish Public 
Accounts’ bill, the Linen Duty Exemption 
bill, the Aylesbury Election bill, the Ca- 
ledonian Canal bill, and several private 
bills.—Mr. Alderman Combe presented a 
petition in behalf of those debtors who 
are confined on account of offences com- 
mitted against the revenue. Ordered to 
lie on the table.—The Insolvent Debtors’ 
bill was read a third time and passed.— 
The Cotton Manufacturers’ bill was or- 
dered to be committed on Tuesday.— 
A message from the Lords informed the 
house, that their lordships had agreed to 
the Woollen Manufacturers’ Penalty bill. 
_=-The Dollar bill was reported, and or- 
dered to be read a third time on Monday. 
—Mr. Huskisson moved, that an humbie 
address be presented to his Majesty, pray- 
ing that he be graciously pleased to give 
directions, that there be laid before the 
house a further account of the sums of 
money issued by his Majesty’s orders, pur- 
suant to addresses of that house, and 
which had not been made good by parlia- 
ment.—On the motion of Mr. Rose, it 
_ was ordered that the house do, on Mon- 
day, resolve itself into -a committee on 
the Free Ports Acts of the 27th of the 
King. — The Exchequer Bills Issue bill, 
and the Irish Stamp Duties’ bill, were re- 
ported, and ordered to be read a third 
time to-morrow. 

‘[Sterra Leona Company.] — Mr. 
Dent said, he wished to ask a noble lord, 
whom he then saw in his place, whether 
he meant to bring forward any motion on 
the subject of the report of the commit- 
tee, to whom the petition from the Sierra 
Leona Company had been referred, and 
upon which he had made some observa- 
tions on a former day ? 

Lord Henry Petty replied, that it never 
had been, nor was it now, his intention to 
move any thing upon the subject. ‘There 
- were others, from whom such a motion 
would originate with much more propriety 


than irom him, and he wished they might 


bring it forward. He understood that a 
rigut hon, gent. (the Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer), who was not present, intended 
to move something upon it. 

Mr. Huskisson said, it was the inten. 
tion of his right hon. friend to bring for.. 
ward a motion on the subject in the come 
mittee of supply. 

Arrarns.]—Mr. James Fitzge. 
rald rose and observed, that several do- 
cuments which he had moved for, respect. 
ing the public affairs of Ireland, had not 
yet been laid before the house, and con- 
sequently he should be precluded, by the 
very advanced period of the session, from 
submitting to the house any observations 
which, upon a perusal of those docu- 
ments, should appear necessary. He 
must, therefore, postpone his objects until 
an early period in the next session, when, 
if they should not be otherwise taken up 
in the interim, he should certainly call to 
them the attention of parliament. The 
objects to which he alluded, he would now 
shortly explain. The first was one which 
he held it of high importance to follow 
up, namely, to ascertain the exact extent 
of the population of Ireland. The next — 
was a subject long in contemplation, 
namely, that of equalizing the interest of 
money between G. Britain and Ireland. 
The next was a general assimilation of 
the laws in Ireland, to thgse of G. Britain, 
as far as the circumstances of the country 
would adniit. Feeling the importance of 
these several objects, he could certainly 
wish them to be taken up by his Majesty's 
ministers, But if not taken up by them in 
an early period of the next session, he 
should feel it his duty to bring them for- 
ward even under every disadvantage of his 
own inability. 

[IrtsH Banx Norrs Mr. 
Foster rose for leave to bring in a bill for 
permitting the circulation of notes, by 
registered bankers in Ireland, for sums 
under 20s. for a time to be limited, and 
to restrain the circulation of such notes by 
persons not registered bankers, after a 
certain period. ‘The house, he presumed, 
would have no objection to his explaining 
the objects of the bill. In Ireland, for a 
considerable time past, it had been cus 
tomary with many persons in trade in the 
provincial towns there, for the want of 
silver coinage, to issue what were called 
silver notes, that is, notes payable to 
bearer on demand, for sums under 11. 
In a short time after the practice com- 
menced, it became very general, and so 


far from being confined to registered ban 
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kers, was practised by every low trader, 
and by men of no property, guided by no 
principle but that of their own avarice ; 
and so current did those notes become, 
aud to such an enormous extent were 
they issued, that it was to be apprehended, 


in case of any sudden or general demand. 


for payment, a general bankruptcy must 
ensue amongst those men, and those who 
had given their property for such notes, 
be losers of three-fourths. It was well 
known that a large supply of dollars were 
now on their way to Ireland, which were 
to pass at a curfency above their intrinsic 
value. Still they would be not only a 
very great convenience to “the country of 
themselves, but be the means, almost im- 
mediately on their appearance, to bring 
into circulation a vast quantity of good 
silver coin, which there was every reason 
to believe was now hoarded in many parts 
of the country. The object of this bill 
then was, to confine henceforth the issue 
of notes for sums under 20s. to the re- 
gistered bankers only, and to allow all 
other persons, having such notes in 
circulation till the 1st of Jan. to call 
them in; but to prohibit the re-issue of all 
notes so paid off. ‘The registered bankers 
to be allowed to issue notes for as small 
sums in silver as they thought fit, there 
being no great cause to apprehend any 
great excess in the issue of notes under 5s. 
as all were liable to one stamp duty. By 
these means there would be time for the 
gradual] payment of the outstanding notes 
of persons not registered bankers in 6 
months, without risking the evils to be 
apprehended from a sudden demand; and 
tha public would have in future the secu- 
rity of persons of known property and 
credit, for the solvency of such notes. He 
concluded by moving for leave to bring in 
the bill. 

Sir G, Hill thought the benefits to re- 
sult from this bill would be in some mea- 
sure done away, if a privilege of issuing 
small notes under 6s. was granted to some 
and denied to others. He thought it would 
be better that permission to issue these 
small notes should not be restricted to re- 
gistered bankers in Ireland, but be also 
given to others. 

Mr. Foster said, he had no particular 
partiality to one sort of provision in the 
bill more than another; he only meant 
that those who issued notes, as coming 
from their banks, should be regularly re- 
gistered as bankers, according to law. 


And it was in the power of every man, 
who had capital and credit to entitle him 
to become a banker, to be registered. 
The bill would have the effect of prevent- 
ing the circulation of notes that were not 
stamped. 

Col. Vereker said, the small notes cir- 
culated in Ireland were a very great nui- 
sance; but that did not arise from the 
circulation of them by registered bankers, 
but by those who employed and paid 
workmen in them, such as farmers, mil- 
lers, &c. 

Mr. J. Fitzgerald wished that the circu- 
lation of silver notes might be restrained, 
for if they were not, he was afraid the new 
Os. pieces would go out of circulation. 

Mr. Martin (of Galway) said, the right 
hon. gent. would do a great service to 
Ireland, if he would prevent the issue of 
what were called silver notes, by persons 
not possessing sufficient property or cre- - 
dit.—Leave was given to bring in the bill. 

[Irisu AppirionaL Force 
On the motion for the second reading of 
this bill, 4 

Mr. Elliott rose to ask the right hon, 
sec. for Ireland a question, An act had, 
within the last few weeks, passed this 
house, for enabling his Majesty to increase 
the militia of Ireland by 10,000 men. 
Now the act similar to the present bill, 
which had just passed into law for Eng- 
land and Scotland, had for its object to 
reduce the militia. What he wished to 
kaow then was, whether it was the inten- 
tion of govt. to suspend altogether the 
power given to his Majesty by the former 
bill, as he could hardly suppose an intens 
tion so absurd as that of carrying into 
operation at the same time two bills dia~ 
metrically opposite in their effects ? 

Sir Evan Nepean answered, that for the 
present there certainly was no intention of 
acting under the former bill. It was im- 
possible, however, to foresee what neces. 
sity might arise for it, 

Sir J. Stewart wished to postpone the 
committal of the bill to a late day in the 
ensuing week, as there had not been time 
since the bill was printed to give it due 
consideration. 

Mr. QOdeli thought there was pressing 
necessity to expedite the bill, as many 
persons were at this moment labouring 
under great anxiety, as liable to be drawn 
for the army of reserve. 

Mr. J. Latouche was for deferring the 
second reading at least till Monday next. 
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—After some farther explanations, the 
bill was read a second time, and ordered 
to be committed on Monday next. 

[Iris Customs ano Excise Bitt.] 
—The house having gone into a committee 
on this bill, pursuant to the order of the 
day, 

Mr. Foster explained some alterations 
which he wished to make in it, the most 
material was, in the duties on wine, which 
he proposed to reduce, so that 6d. on a 
bottle would be a sufficient additional charge 
upon the consumer. 

Mr. F. Fitzgerald approved of the re- 
duction of the intended new duties upon 
wines, but he had hoped that the right 
hon. gent. would have given some expla- 
nation of the reasons which made it ne- 
cessary to extend, so considerably, the 
scale of taxation for that country. As he 
understood it, Ireland was now charged 
with 112 millions annually, when her re- 
venue was but 3 millions, 

Mr. Foster said, the revenue of Ireland 
was not quite 3 millions, and the interest 
- of its debt was 22 millions. The expences 
altogether were 9 millions, which was al- 
lowing 6 millions both for its quota to the 
expences of the empire, and 3 millions for 
its own separate expences ; it was because 
the revenues of Ireland were so notoriously 
inadequate to the expences, that he thought 
it right to raise as large a sum of money as 
he could by. taxes which should not be 
severely felt.. 

Mr. Hawthorn objected to the duty on 

tea, and thought it would have a direct 
’ tendency to encourage smuggling. He 
thought, at least, that, as a proposition 
for the duty was not made until after the 
India sales had closed, and the Irish agents 
had made their purchases, wholly inappre- 
hensive of sach a duty, that at least the 
duty should not operate for a very consi- 
derableé time. 
_ Mr. Foster answered, that the duty 
would fall on the consumer, and not on 
the tea-dealer, and that the tea-dealer 
would not wait for imposing the increased 
price, until the duty should actually come 
into operation, but lay it on the article the 
very moment that the first account of the 
proposed duty reached him. Ile there- 
fore wished to put the money into the pub- 
lic treasury, and not into the pocket of the 
tea-dealer, which would be the case if 
the operation of the duty was postponed 
to a distant day. 

Col. Hutchinson objected to the duty on 


foreign salt imported into Ireland. He 
ubserved, that the provision trade of Ire- 
land was rapidly declining, and this duty 
would have the effect of making it worse, 
aud of creating analarm among the trade; 
because, he was sure, it would add to the 
price of salt, of which so large a quantity 
was used in curing meat. Besides, this 
increase of price would operate as a hard- 
ship on the poor Irish cottager, whose 
situation called for the compassionate at- 
tention of every man. 

Mr. Fostcr said, the thing itself was 
no great object, and he was ready to coin- 
cide with the wishes of those gent., who 
thought that foreign salt ought to be ex- 
empted. He would not press any thing 
that might even be supposed to have an 
effect on. the provision trade ; and for the 
encouragement of that trade, as weil as of 
the merchants in general, he would intro. 
duce a provision to allow the warehousing 
of salc imported into Ireland.—The bill 
having gone through the committee, the 
report was ordered’to be received to. 
morrow.—Adjourned. 


— 


HOUSE OF LOKDS, 
Saturday, June 30. 


[Minutes.J—The Earl of Balcarras 
presented a petition trom certain planters 
and. others interested in the British W. 
India colonies, against the Slave Trade 
Abolition bill, and praying that the same 
may not pass into a law ; also a petition 
from EF. P, Lyon, Esq. agent for the island 
of Jamaica, to the same purport. These 
petitions being read, they were severally 
ordered to lie on the table.—The royal 
assent was given by commission to the 
Woollen Manufacturers’ bill, and the 
Great Tottham Inclosure bil] —The bills 
upon the table were forwarded in their re- 
spective stages, among these, the Irish 
Corn Exportation bill was read a 3d time 
and passed.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, June 30. 


[Misures.]—The. Exchequer Bills bill 
was read a 3d time, and passed.—On the 
motion for the 3d reading of the Irish 
Stamp Duties bill, Mr. Corry stated, that 
it was his intention, had the hon. mover 
and framer of the bill been present, to 
have proposed a short clause by way of 
rider to the bill, for regulating the mode 
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of keeping the Irish Stamp Duty accounts. 
Mr. Sturgess Bourne expressed his readi- 
ness to postpone the 3d reading of the bili 
to Monday, in order to accommodate the 
right hon. gent. Mr. Corry declined ac- 
cepting of this indulgence, and stated, that 
he believed the object he had in view could 
be obtained by an order of the house. 
The bill was then read a 3d time and 
passed.—Mr. Huskisson presented an 
Account of the estimated Charge on his 
Majesty’s Civil List Revenue for the quar- 
ters ending 5th April and 5th July, 1804. 
He also presented an Account of the mo- 
ney advanced from the Civil List for public 
services, not made good by parliament, 
and an Account of the Sum wanted to de- 
fray the Expences of employing Convicts 
at hsume. Ordered to he on the table.— 
The Irish Customs and Excise bill was re- 

orted, and ordcred to be read a 3d time 
ou Monday.—Mr. Alexander brought up 
a bill, granting an Aunuity to the family 
of the late Lord Kilwarden. Read a Ist 
time, aud ordered to be read a 2d time 
on Monday.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, Fuly 2. 
[Mryures.]—The bills on the table 
were forwarded in their respective stages. 
—The Scotch Additional Force bill, the 
East India Prize Goods, the Irish Linen 
Manufactures, and the Denmark Mint 
bills, severally passed through committees 


- of the whole house without amendment ; 


alter which the reports of the same were 
received.—The Irish Stamp Duties’ bill, 
and the Exchequer Bills’ bill were hrought 
up from the Commons, and read a Ist 
time.—T'he Insolvent Debtors’ bill was 
presented, and read a Ist time. 


[Stave Trape.]—The Duke of Cla-. 


rence presented two petitions against the 
slave trade abolition bill. The first from 
certain inhabitants of the town of Liver- 
pool, whose names were thereunto sub- 
scribed; and the second, from certain 
merchants and mortgagees, interested in 
the British West India colonies, praying 
that the bill may not pass into a law, and 
that they have leave to be heard by their 
counsel against the same. His R. H. 
observed it was probable a variety of pe- 
titions would be presented against the bill. 
Their lordships would recollect the notice 
given by a noble sec. of state then absent, 
of his intention to movefor postponing the 


[890 
consideration of the bill until the next ses- 
sion of parliament, and with reference to 
that notice, he should not now trouble 
their lordships with any motion relative 
to the prayer of the petitioners; but 
should it happen that the bill be read a 2d 
time this session, he then should feel it his 
duty to move their lordships that the peti- 


‘tioners, pursuant to their prayer, should 


have leave to be heard by their counsel 


‘against the measure.—Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, July 2. 


[Mrnures.]—A new writ was ordered 
for the election of a burgess for Bucking. 
ham, in the room of the right hon. 'T, 
Grenville, who since his election had ac« 
cepted the Stewardship of his Majesty’s 
Chiltern Hundreds; also another for the 
borough of Aylesbury, in the room of John 
Bent, Esq. whose election had been de- 
clared void.—Mr. W. Pole obtained leave 
to bring in a bill for vesting in Trustees, 
certain lands near Chatham, tor the better 
securing his Majesty’s docks, ships, and 
stores, at Chatham; also certain lands on 
Warley Common, for the convenience of 
his Majesty’s ordnance stores.—Mr. Hus- 
kisson moved, that there be laid before the 
house, an Account of the gross produce 
of the Stamp Duties for the year ending 
the 5th of Jan. 1804, distinguishing as far 
as possible, the different classes and the 
amount of the duties attached to each. 
Ordered.—A_ person from the Stamp 
Office, presented the same at the bar, 
when on the motion of Mr. Huskisson, it 
was referred to the committee of ways and 
means.—Mr. Johnston, from the office of 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, presented an 
account of the particulars of the Treasury 
Incidents in Ireland for the year 1803, of 
the sums advanced for the Barrack depart. 
ment, the Ordnance accounts, and several 
other public accounts. Ordered to lie on 
the table.—Sir J. Sinclair, as the re- 
report of the committee respecting the 
comparative value of English and Scotch 
barley and malt had been sometime before 
the house, gave notice, that he should 
on Wednesday next bring forward a motion 
on the subject. 

Dotiars’ Brtt.]—Mr, 
Sturges Bourne moved the order of the 
day tur the 2d reading of the counterfeit 
dollars’ bill. 


Mr. Francis.—Sir; I cannot help agrees 
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ing in many of the observations made some 
days ago by an hon. gent. on the, other 
side, (Mr. Princep) on the subject of this 
bill. The right or privilege of coining 
money in this country, and I believe in 


every monarchy, is a royalty inseparable 


fromthecrown, To counterfeit the king's 
coin is treason, ‘To fix the stamp or im- 
pression, is the king’s unquestionable pre- 
rogative, in order that the value of the 
coin may be known on inspection. The 
king’s effigy, so guarded from imitation, is 
a security to his subjects for the standard 
and the weight of the money issued for their 


use by the royal mint, and no other. The 


denomination, or the value for which the 
coin is to pass current, is in the breast of 
the king; and, if any unusual pieces are 
coined, that value must be ascertained by 
proclamation. Now, Sir, what are these 
dollars? They are coined at Birmingham ; 
and they bear the impression of the king’s 
head. Does that stamp furnish any secu- 
rity to persons, who receive them, that 
they really possess that intrinsic value at 
which they are circulated? I desire to know 
whether they are considered as a sign or a 
deposit? If they are nothing but a token, 
receivable by the Bank at 5s, a piece of 
copper or of paper would do as well. If 
they profess to be of that intrinsic value, 
they assert a falsehood. We know that 
they are not worth more tian 4s. 6d. 
They, who are tempted to receive them 
by the king’s stamp and the beauty of the 
piece, are liable to lose the difference 
either by a false coinage, of baser metal, 
even at Birmingham, or by these very dol- 
lars being mutilated or defaced, otherwise 
than by what the Bank, in their advertise- 
ment, call the fair effect of use in’ the 
course of ctrculation. Now, who is to 
judge between these different causes of de- 
preciation? The Bank alone, who will 
gain 6d. by every dollar, which they can 
find a pretence for refusing, as they have 
done many of those lately issued with a 
stamp or Tower mark, which they said 
was forged. Who but themselves can tell 
whether it is so or not? The pernicious 
tendency of all these temporary expedients 
to serve a turn, is to place ignorance and 
carelessness at the mercy of skill and cun- 
ning. ‘These dollars may be counterfeited, 
The penalty held out by this bill will not 
prevent it, We have laws enough against 
this sort of forgery; yet coiners and clip- 
pers are as numerous as ever. I wish to 
know, why Spanish dollars might not be 


issued by the Bank, if such a relief to cirs 
culation be really wanted, to any body 
who wishes to receive them, at their mars 
ket price, or intrinsic value, suppose 4s. 6d, 
without any obligation to take them again, 
No such condition would be wanted. I 
remember a time when the gold coin of 
Portugal was as current and as well re. 
ceived here as guineas, and even more in 
circulation; and that too, by the mere 
force of their intrinsic value. It is said 
that nobody is compelled to take these new 
Birmingham dollars. What then? you 
tempt the ignorant, you offer to relieve 


the necessitous, and you expose them all - 
to be defrauded; that is, you bait the’ 


hook, and then you say, that nobody need 
swallow it. On the whole, Sir, I am 
against this bill ; but if it must pass, I hope 
that care will be taken to prevent the Bank 


‘from calling in these dollars when they — 


please. Otherwise, by giving only a short 
notice, they might contrive to leave a great 
part of them in the hands of any body wha 
happened to be possessed of them at any 
given moment. 
Mr. Sturges Bourne defended the bill as 


one to which the arguments of the hon, 


gent. did not in any respect apply. This 
bill did not go to give new powers to any 
individuals, but only to protect and give 
greater security to the property of a com- 
pany which had issued certain tokens upon 
its own credit. ‘These were not issued as 
bearing the character or impression of the 
current coin of the realm; but given as 
securities from that company alone. The 
only question then was, whether it was 
not better to issue them in money, in order 
to prevent those forgeries and counterfeits 
which must take place to a great @xtent, 
if they were issued in paper? ‘The hon, 


gent. might as well object to a bill brought » 


in to prevent the forgery of bank notes ; 
and that on the ground of such notes being 
made in a particular shape. ‘There was 
no compulsion on the public, as to taking 
the dollars in question; they were found 
to be the most convenient circulating me- 
dium at this time; and the shape of the 
dollars now issued, was the best calculated 
to prevent frauds upon the public. With 
respect to fixing a time for calling them in, 
the bill was wholly silent on that point, 
nor did he see what necessity there was for 
such a provision. As to what the hon, 
gent. said, relative to an advertisement 
coming from the Bank, there certainly was 
a mistake on that subject, for no such prac~ 
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tice had prevailed as that of the Bank re- 
fusing to take, after a certain period, dol- 
lars previously issued by them. 

Lord Folkestone.—Sir; 1 wish to say a 
few words on this bill, before it is read a 
3d time, and not the less so on account 


of the speech we have just heard; which 


may indeed have been an answer to the 
hon. gent. whom it professed to answer, 
but which was certainly no answer to the 
objections which I feel to this measure. 


‘Sir, this bill may be viewed in two lights; 


Ist, as preventing the counterfeiting of 
dollars, which is its professed object ; and 
2d, which is not its object, but which will 
be equally its effect; viz. the authorizing 
of the issuing these dollars in their pre- 
sent circumstances by a legislative act. 
Now, Ll assert that, if it be fit to authorize 
or permit these dollars to be so issued, it 
is necessarily fit to prevent the counter- 
feiting of them; but I conceive, that it is 
by no means fit to do this. ‘These dollars 
are to be considered either as tokens or as 
coin. If they are to be considered as 
tokens, then I object to the bill on these 
grounds. I object to its being brought 
forward as a government measure; and 
supported by the weight and authority 
which it acquires from that circumstance ; 
I object too, to the king’s image being im- 
It is a private 
commercial transaction of the Bank, with 
which the king and the govt. have nothing 
to do. If these dollars are to be looked 
upon as coin, other objections still weigh- 
tier lie against this measure. As in the 
former supposition, I object to the govt. 
having any concern with it, in this case, 
I object to the interference of the Bank. 
What have the Bank to do with coining 
money? Why is the coin to be issued from 
the Bank? The act of coining money, and 
issuing coin is every where esteemed and 
reserved as the special act of the sovereign. 
It is one of the most important attributes 
of sovereignty ; and why we are to bestow 
it on the Bank, is what I wish to enquire. 
There is another circumstance of grave 
consideration in this business. If these 
dollars are to be esteemed. coin, I should 
be glad to know according to what standard 
their value is fixed at 5s.? The real value 
of the dollar in sterling money is 4s. Od. 
why are they to be issued for 5s. ? I know 
their current value in the market is now 
5s., but that is not their sterling value. 


To issue them, therefore, at that rate, is 
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ninth of the silver in the shilling was taken 
away, and the remaining 10jd. coined 
into the shape of a shilling, and issued as 
such. There is a third point, which it 
is worth while to consider, and that is this, 
what security we have that the dollars thus 
issued contain the same quantity of silver 
which they purport todo? At the mint 
there are proper officers to examine and 
ascertain this fact with respect to the coin 
there issued. ‘Whose business is it to exa- 
mine these dollars? How are we to be sure 
that there has been no clipping or no rub- 
bing in their second coinage at Birming- 
ham? On these grounds then, Sir, I ob- 
ject to this measure; I wish to know in 
the first place what character these dol- 
lars are to bear—whether they are to be 
esteemed tokens or coin? In both cases, 
there are great objections to the measure ; 
but most of all is it objectionable, that 
they should have this sort of mixed cha 
racter, and that it should not be known 
precisely in what light they are to be 
viewed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, 
that there never had been entertained the 
smallest idea of considering these dollars 
as current coin. They were only another 
mode of issuing notes for small sums, and, 
therefore, any arguments, founded on. the 
notion that they were to be issued as cur- 
rent coin, were wholly inapplicable. The 
legislature in passing the present bill, which 
did not contain any provision sanctioning 
or even permitting the issue, would do 
nothing more than as it was found for the 
public convenience to issue these dollars 
into circulation, make the counterfeiting 
them a crime, which it was not as the law 
then stood. Whether the quantity to be 
issued should not exceed a certain propors 
tion to the silver coin in circulation, was 
a question certainly not undeserving of at- 
tention, but the difficulties attending any 
efficient arrangement for the adjustment of 
the silver coinage were too well known to 
make it necessary for him to touch upon 
that subject then. In the issue of the dole 
lars, the Bank entered into an engagement 
to take them back at the same rate at 
which they issued them; and in fixing the 
day in a former instance, they had only a 
view to get them in as soon as possible, 
If it were desirable for the public conve- 
nience to issue dollars under these circum- 
stances, he trusted the house would not 
be satisfied to leave the Bank exposed to 


no less a fraud on the public, then if mrt the danger of their being counterteited. 
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Mr. Windham said, he could not object 
to any provision that went to prevent the 
commission of crimes, and the great public 
inconvenience arising from counterfeits. 
But what he complained of in the mea- 
sure in question was, that two operations, 
distinct in their nature, were not kept 
distinct in their appearance. This was 
the very ground that his noble friend 
(Lord Folkestone) had insisted upon, 
It was proposed that, to supply the defi- 
ciency of smaller currency, dollars should 
be issued by the Bank, To this there was 
not, as far as he knew, any objection. 
But why give to those dollars an air and 
character which did not belong to them, 
and which must infallibly make it sup- 
posed by three-fourths of those who were 
to receive them, that they had an autho- 
rity which they had not, and were issued 
in some sort upon the footing of other 
eoin, and under the sanction of the sove- 
reign? What can be the use, or rather 
what can be the propriety, of such a de- 
ception? An ambiguity of this sort ought 
not to be suffered. to rest on the transac- 
tion, whether considered with a view to 
the high privilege in question, namely, 
that of coining, a privilege which was the 
immediate badge and pledge of sovereign- 
ty, or in the view of fairness towards the 
subject, who should not be made to re- 
ceive any thing in payment, under a false 
impression of the authority by which it 
was issued. If these dollars are tokens 
merely, why aflix to them the image of 
the sovereign ? If they are coin, why sub- 
join the arms of the Bank? Is it fit that 
in a matter of this sort any thing should 
be left, or rather purposely put, in this 
kind of doubtful and equivocal state? 
There can be neither dignity nor fairness 
jn such a proceeding. Is it said that the 
arms of the Bank being placed upon them, 
sufficiently shew that they are not coin. 
But of what use, then, is the King’s head? 
If the Bank arms shew that the pieces are 
not coin, the King’s head seems equally 
to shew that they are not merely tokens. 
- The combination of the two must produce 
ambiguity, even if it is not intended to 
- do so; and if ambiguity can be avoided, 
why suffer it to be incurred? It cannote 
said here, that the Bank do this of their 
own authority; that as the pieces in ques- 
tion cannot be said to be a counterfeit of 
the coin of the country; as there is no dan- 
ger, for instance, of a dollar, whatever be 
the characters inscribed upon it, being mis- 


taken for a 7s. piece, or for any other 
of the current coin of the kingdom; and 
as the representation of coin is not come 
plete, so as to bring the act within any of 
the laws against coining, that therefore 
the house has no right, nor is it called 
upon, to interfere. The house is inter. 
fering at this very moment, so as to give 
to the Bank a security which it could not 
otherwise bave; and therefore, before 
they grant this security, they may stipus 
late, that the Bank should not annex to 
their issues any character which may tend, 
by possibility even, to confound them with 
the current coin of the kingdom. It is as 
little possible to say that there is not dan- 
ger of such confusion, The image of the 
sovereign, stamped upon a piece of metal 
having all the ordinary characters, and 
being used for all the ordinary purposes of 
coin, and possessing an intrinsic value 
nearly equal to that for which it passes, 
conveys an idea of something so very 
like a piece of money, that it seems in 
vain to hope that the mistake will not be 
made; and to such a mistake ought the 
house to contribute ? He would not press 
the matter further, but conclude by ex 
pressing his perfect concurrence in the obs 
jections of his noble friend, 
Mr. H. Thornton was ready to admit 
that the remarks made by the right hon, 
gent. who spoke last, and others, were not 
unfounded; but they did not apply to this 
bill, It certainly was not desirable that 
any company of men should do that which 
was the prerogative of the crown. With 
respect to these silver tokens of the Bank, 
he must say they were issued at that 
amount which ought to be ‘the value of 
silver in England. On the same prin- 
ciple, these tokens in Ireland were to pass 
at the rate of 6s. in order to.accommodate 
them to the state of the exchange in that 
country. He certainly objected to the 
principle of public bodies having the pri- 
vilege to do acts that properly belonged to 
‘the sovereign. But this objection would 
be done away, when it was considered 
that the present was only a temporary ex- 
pedient. 
Mr. Dent said, the measure in question 
only went to give ease and facility to the 
circulating medium of the country at 
large, and of London in particular, which 
were much indebted to those who had 
brought it forward. aaa 
Mr. Princep contended, there was im 


ae measure the strongest temptation to 
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‘counterfeit, without even adulterating the 
silver. The standard value of a dollar 
was-4s. 6d. What was there then to pre- 
vent men from getting new dollars, and 
giving them the shape of those issued by 
the Bank, and then guining 6d. on each ol 
them? 

Mr. Johnstone contended, that govt. was 
now enabling the banks of Ingland and 
Ireland to commit a fraud; for they would 
pay their debts in a coin whose real was 
Jess than its nominal value. 

Mr. Pitt answered, that the Bank was 
liable to take back these dollars, and give 
for them the sum at which they were is- 
sued.—The bill was then read a third time 
and passed. 

[Conpucr or Jupce Fox.J—A peti- 
tion of Gerard Irvine, Esq. of Rochtield, 
in the county of Fermanagh, the late high 
sheriff of that county, was presented to 
the house by Col. Cole, and read: setting 
forth, ‘* that the day previous to the com- 
rission day of the last summer assizes for 
the said county, the petitioner, anxious 
to pay all the respect in his power to the 
judges of assize, and the bearers of the 
commission of his beloved sovereign, sent 
a person to the county of Cavan to wait 
on the judges in his name, and learn from 
them the hour he should meet them at the 
bounds of the county ; and that the hon. 
Mr. Justice Fox having named an hour 
for that purpose, the petitioner resolved 
to be at the proper place before the time 
appointed, with such attendants as usual, 
and dressed as well as became the peti- 
tioner’s fortune, and with which the judges 
on the spring circuit had not found any 
fault; and that the petitioner resides near 
the extremity of the county most distant 
from where the judges were to enter it, 
and was therefore obliged to set out from 
his own house the day before the day on 
which the judges were to enter the same, 
and to sleep at a small and indifferent inn 
in the village of Newtown Butler, which can 
only afford accommodation for 2 or 3 per- 
sons, and that very indifferent, on earthen 
floors, from which circumstances the peti- 
tioner could not expect the gent. of the 
sounty to submit to such accommodation, 
merely to be in his posse to receive the 
judges; and that, in compliance with the 
petitioner's request, a number of gent. of 
the county did meet the judges some miles 
from the county town, on the day of their 
arrival; and that the petitioner would 
have been at the bounds of the county at 

Vou, II, 
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least half an hour before the time ap- 
pointed by Mr. Justice Fox, but he, hav- 
ing come at an earlier hour than he had 
appointed, had advanced into the peti- 
tioner’s bailiwick about 2 miles before the 
petitioner and his attendants came up; 
and that the petitioner, on meeting the 
judges, went up, with his hat off, to apo- 
logize, and mention the cause of his not 
being at the bounds of the county when 
they arrived, when the hon Justice Fox, 
in the most insulting manuer, without no- 
ticing the petitioner, ordered his postilion 
to drive on; aud that, on going into the 
court house (though the judge was in his 
riding dress, in boots, &c.), after the pe- 
titioner going to his carriage to wait on 
him, on his coming out he rushed by the 
petitioner in a most violent manner, ore 
dering the petitioner, in the most insult- 
ing language, to take off his hat; and that 
although the petitioner had paid him every 
respect as afuresaid, and he and his bro- 
ther judge had honoured the petitioner 
with their company at dinner on the pre- 
ceding day, the said hon. Judge Fox, in 
his charge to the grand jury, delivered in 
the face of the county, used the most gross 
and degrading language to the petitioner, 
such as had never before been addressed 
to him (the petitioner then acting as high 
sheriff), for not having come to meet him 
on his entering the bounds of the county, 
and charged the petitioner, in the grossest 
manner, with farming out to hire his baili- 
wick, which the petitioner never did, and 
concluded by imposing on the petitioner a 
fine of 5001. for not meeting him as afore- 
said ; and. that the petitioner humbly cone 
ceives, that although his not being at the 
bounds of the county to meet the judge 
on his entrance was an omission, it was 
owing to the judge being so much earlier 
than the time he had appointed, which 
may appear by the affidavit of Mr. G. 
Bell, the person the petitioner sent to the 
county of Cavan (in place of his sub-she- 
riff, who was then indisposed, and is since 
dead) to wait on the judges in his name 
and receive their commands, and particu- 
larly to know the hour at which the peti- 
tioner should be in waiting for them: these 
circumstances considered, the petitioner 
trusts it was not such a crime as to merit 
opprobrious censure, and so heavy a fine; 
and that the petitioner feels degraded and 
abused in the eyes of his country, so long 
as the injury he has stated remains unre- 
dressed; ang that the petitioner can verify 


on oath the truth of the foregoing peti- 

_ tion; and therefore praying the house to 
afford the petitioner such redress as to 
justice may seem meet,”—Ordered, that the 
said petition do lie upon the table. , 
_ Cusroms anp Excise 
—Mr. Foster moved the order of the day 
for the 3d reading of the Irish Customs 
and Excise bill. On the question being 
put, 

The Hon. C. H. Hutchinson rose, He 
said he could not suffer this opportunity 
to pass, without making a few observa- 
tions on the situation of that part of the 
empire to which the operation of this bill 
was to be confined. ‘The right hon. gent. 
opposite (Mr, Foster) had stated the na- 
tional debt of Ireland to have been 
25,000,000]. in 1800; 53,000,000 in 1803; 
and that the revenues of that’ country 
were rapidly declining. He had stated, 
that since Jan. last, a defalcation had 
taken place in the revenue to the amount 
of 300,000]. and yet with its manufac- 
tures annihilated, except its staple, the 
linen manufacture, with its provision trade 
diminished, and its resources exhausted, 
that country had added 9,500,0001. to its 
debt this year, while G. Britain, during 
the same period, enjoying a commerce 
commensurate with the limits of the ha- 
bitable world, with manufactures in a state 
of the highest prosperity, and wealth and 
resources inexhaustible, had added but a 
sum little exceeding 12,000,000]. It was 
unnecessary to accompany such a state- 

_ment with any observations on the finan- 
cial difficulties that must be the fate of 
Treland; difficulties which one would be 
almost afraid to look in the face. ‘The 
right hon. gent, had proposed to support 
the sinking revenue of Ireland, by raising 
an additional reyenue to the amount of 
1,253,0G0l.; and here he took occasion to 
return bis thanks to that right hon. gent. 
tor having given up the increase of the 
duty on foreign salt, aud the proposed 
stamp duty oa the registering of freeholds. 
But that right hon. gent. must agree with 
him, that the taxes now proposed would 
‘be heavily felt in a country circum- 
_stanced as Ireland. The right hon. gent. 
had appealed to the members for Ireland 
to look the difficulties in the face, and to 
make common cause in their efforts to 
promote the collection of the revenue. No 
man more cordially wished for that unani- 
mity than he did, because he was confi- 
. dent that the want of union had been the 
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cause of all the lamentable miseries anq 
distractions that had befallen that coun. 
try. He was sanguine enough to hope, 
that if ever that blessed day should “ar. 
rive, when the members for Ireland would 
be unanimous in recommending measures 
best calculated to promote the permanent 
interests of their country, they would 
have the hearty concurrence of the mem- 
bers for this part of the empire. And 
here he begged to enter his solemn protest 
against the principle, from whatever quar- 
ter it may have been derived, that Irish 
members ought not to interfere en ques- 
tions exclusively confined to G. Britain, 
nor vice versa. Such a principle was in 
direct contradiction to the spirit of the 
Union, whieh transferred the care of the 


interests of all parts of the united empire, | 


to the enlightened wisdom and impartial 
justice of our imperial legislature. The 
right hon. gent. had proposed two arrange- 
ments for supporting the sinking resources 
of the country: he had appealed to tix 
gent. of Ireland to assist in promoting the 
effectual collection of the revenue, aud to 
the minister of the empire, to give effect 
to a system of economy. These, hows 
ever, were not of themselves sufficient to 


save the country, and he should look — 


upon himself as deficient in duty, if he 
neglected to remind the house, that some- 
thing miore was necessary to save that 
country from the ruin, which, by the 
statement of the right hon. gent. and by 
the papers on the table, appeared to be 
impending over it. No man lamented 
more than he did the circumstances of 
exclusion under which the present admni- 
nistration was formed; yet whatever loss 
he must suppose the public service to have 
sustained thereby, when he looked at the 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), when he re- 
collected the experience he had liad for 20 
years in the govt. of Ireland, when he 
called to mind the circumstances, feelings 
and sentiments under which he had re- 
tired from office, and when he perceived 
him returning to power, convinced as he 
must be, that Ireland had been miserably 
governed, and that nothing had since oc- 
curred to change those sentiments and 
feelings, though’ he lamented the princi- 


ples of exclusion on which his administra. 


tion was formed, he could not but omen 


favourably to the cause of his country,. 


from the return of that right hon. gent, to 
power. He hoped and trusted the fight 
hon. gent. would bear the matter in his 
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* mind, that he would take it with him to 
his closet during the recess, and employ 
on it his gigantic faculties, that he should 
not be misled by weakness, bigotry, or 
wickedness. He could not avoid advert- 
ing to these circumstances at a moment 
when they were going to impose nearly 
one-half im addition to the actual amount 
of the revenue in Ireland. ‘The hon. 
gent. then adverted to the suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus act, and the bill for 
establishing martial law, the policy of 
which measures, or of repealing them in 
the present instance, he did not mean to 
enter into; and after bearing honourable 
testimony to the manner in which the 
govt. of Lord Hardwicke had been admi- 
nistered, concluded with a declaration of 
his wish to rivet the attention of the right 
hen. gent. (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) to the state of Ireland, and that the 
security depended not upon fortifications 
or blockading squadrons, but upon the 
affections and loyalty of the people.—The 
- bill was then proceeded with, and after 
some progress had been made, the farther 
proceeding was put off to to-morrow. 

[Reyetian ANTIQUITIES. ]—Mr. Rose 
brought up a petition from the trustees of 
the British Museum, praying the aid of 
the sum of 16,000]. to enable them to 
make an addition to the British Museum, 
in order to secure those valuable monu- 
meuts from the effects of the weather. 
The hon. member stated, that the applica- 
tion had the sanction of the crown, and 
that the object of the petitioners was to 
provide suitable apartments for the preser- 
vation of invaluable monuments of anti- 
quity, which had been acquired by the 
valour, intrepidity, and skill of our treops 
in an expedition seldom equalled in the 
annals of any country, and which were 
now under a shed exposed to the injuries 
of the weather, 

Sir J. Sinclair thought the sum a consi- 
derable one, and wished to know whether 
it was intended to submit. the petition to 
the consideration of a committee, or to 
vote the sum in the committee of supply, 
without further investigation ? © 

Mr. Rose replied, that he did not pro- 
pose to vote more than half. the sum this 
session. All that could be done during 
the recess, would be to lay the foundation, 
and no money would be laid out but what 
was absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Francis wished to have stated to 
the hoyse the nature of the monuments 
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which required a sum of 16,0001. to pro- 
vide them with a shelter from the weather. 

Mr. Windham, before such a vote passed, 
thought it highly incumbent on the house 
to be apprised of the manner in which the 
money was to be applied, and also to 
know that it was to be committed to proper 
hands. For the mere erection o! sheds to 
cover thesecuriosities 16,000]. was a very 
large sum. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that it was not merely for the reception of 
these curiogities that the application was 
made to the house. The grant, if obtained, 
would be employed iu the general im- 
provement and extension of the Museum, 
so as to render it more adequate to the 
reception of new curiosities similar to those 
adverted to, or to such others as acciden- 
tal circumstances, or individual liberality 
might from time to time afford. 

Mr. Sheridan was by no means disposed 
to oppose the petition, but thought, that if 
such a liberal grant were afiorded, the 
public ought in return to have greater fa- 
cility of access to the curiosities which the 
museum contained. 

Mr. W. Smith was friendly to the ge- 
neral object of the petition, as it had been 
explained by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. He considered it rather discre- 
ditable to the national character, that so 
much had for a century past been done tor 
other national objects, while so little had 
been done for the encouragement of the 
arts. In affording the grant proposed, the 
house would only be doing what they ought 
long ago to have done. 

Mr. Bankes thought the plan and esti- 
mate ought to be laid before the house.— 
After a few words from Sir W. Young and 
Dr. Laurence, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, to sa 
tisfy all parties, moved that the plan and 
estimate of the proposed improvements 
should be laid on the table; after whieh-a 
committee might be appointed to exaiitine 
the propriety of granting the sums required. 
Ordered. 

[Civit Lrst].—The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved the order ef the day for 
the house to go into a committee of supply; 
and that the reports of the Civil List of the 
last, and likewise of the present session; 
and the several atcounts relative thereto; 
together with the additional estimates for 
the navy, the’ Sierra Leone conipany, the 
African compatiy, and the Veterinary Col- 


lege estimates, ‘be ‘referred thereto.—The 
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house. having accordingly resolved itself 
into a committee, the right hou. gent. ob- 
served, that as the state of his Majesty’s 
civil list bad been so fully before the house 
in the report both of the last and present 
session, it would not be necessary for him 
to detain the committee, by dwelling at 
any length upon the subject to. which he 
proposed to call its attention, The re- 
ports shewed that a considerable exceeding 
had taken place in several articles in the 
year 1802, beyond the estimates of 1787. 
This exceeding, it appeared, had taken 
place only in.articles of three descriptions : 
ist, in the $d class, which comprehended the 
salaries and establishments of foreign mi- 
nisters; next, in the 4th class, compre- 
lending the expences of the household; 
and lastly, in that class of expenditure, 
ranked under the head of occasional pay- 
ments. Many of the items of. increase 
under this head, arose from the additional 
expences of foreign service, from objects 
of internal police, from the augmented 
expences of the two houses of parliament, 
from secret foreign services, and the addi- 
tional expence in messengers, in conse- 
quence of the renewal of hostilities. The 
house, on the grounds stated in the report 
of 1802, had voted a sum to discharge the 
arrears then due on his Majesty’s civil list, 
and that they had voted that sum, and it 
had appeared to be their opinion that some 
further arragement should be made to pro- 
vide against the accumulation of debt on it 
in future, no measure had been since taken 
to equalize the revenue to the expenditure. 
‘Two years and a half. had since elapsed, 
and the debt which he had then to propose 
to make a provision for, amounted to 
50,0001,” Gent. would perceive that the 
debt on the civil list was last year 250,0001. 
and that the accession of it since had been 
only jn a proportion conformable to the 
gradual excess of the expenditure over the 
former estimates. The right hon. gent. 
therefore, hoped, that on the ground on 
which the house had granted the mouey in 
1802, to discharge the debt affecting the 
civil list, there would be no objection to 
yote, in the present instance, the sum ne- 
cessary, to liquidate the debt that had since 
accumulated. With respect to the future 
state of the civil list, all the committees 
that had reported on the subject had agreed, 
that there were. many charges that ought 
to be transferred to the estimates annually 
voted by the house, most,of them new in 
their nature, pr carried to an extent not 
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foreseen in the former estimates. Many 
of those arose from the war, from the in. 
vernal circumstances and situation of the 
country, trom increased law expences, 
trom the additional expence of stationary 
for parliament, from the arrangement for 
‘he imprevement of both houses, and trom 
the multiplication of private bills, none of 

| which ought properly to be charged on the 
civil list. It would also afford a further 
inducement to relieve the civil list from 
such charges, that they might vary with 
circumstances, and some of them even be 
diminished on the recurrence of peace. 
Many too would increase from the effect 
of that increase in the objects of legislas 
on, arising out of the growing prosperit 
of the country. ‘These charges came al 
under the head of occasional payments, 
but it was not his intention to propose to 
transfer them all to be annually voted, but 
such a proportion of them as would amount 
to the sum of 135,000], on the scale on 
which they were estimated for the present 
year, and which would be subject to some 
diminution on the return of peace. In ads 
dition to the expences of printing for the 
Court of Exchequer, for the houses of par- | 
liament, to a provision for the officers of 
parliament, to law charges, and certain 
allowances to sheriffs, they would also in. 
clude a provision for the French refugees, 
clergy, and laity. ‘The other heads were 
of a political nature. In the estimates of 
1787, no allowance had been made for 
foreign secret services. A sum was usually 
voted by parliament, under the head of 
secret service money, which was usually 
insufficient, and the deficiency was made 
up out of the civil list, but’ in future, he 
propused that the whole estimated expence 
should be laid before the house in order to 
its being provided for by parliament. The 
extraordinary allowances to foreign minis- 
ters, and the extra ‘contingencies in the 
office of sec. of state in war could not have 
made any part of a peace estimate. The 
whole of the sums for civil and political 
purposes, from which he proposed to re- 
lieve the civil list, would be as he before 
stated, 135,000]. This he did not think 
proper to vote at present, he mentioned it 
only by way of explanation, of what he 
meant to submit to the house on a future | 
day. The other proposal that he had to 
make was a grant of ‘a positive addition 
to the civil list. ‘The addition, he trusted, 
would appear to gent. moderate, whem it 
was considered that the necessity of making 
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it arose chiefly from the increase under the 
head of tradesmen’s bills, in the different 
departments of his Majesty’s household, in 
that of the Lord Chamberlain,’ the Lord 
Steward, the Master of the Horse, and 
the Master of the Robes. No gent. who 


_ reflected on the very considerable rise that 


had taken place in the price of every arti- 
cle of domestic accommodation, could be 
surprised that his Majesty had not confined 
his expences uncer that head, within limits 
that had been marked out so long since. 
An increase of 40, 50, or 601. per cent. 
had taken place in such articles since 
1787. The expences under this head, 
chargeable on the civil list, amounted in 
1802 to 218,000]. and he was convinced, 
that a positive addition of 60,0001. to meet 
the increase in the different articles, would 
appear moderate, especially when it was 
considered that these were articles that 
most intimately contributed to the comforts 
of every branch of the royal family. It 
would also be a satisfaction to the house 
to be assured, that they who had the su- 
perintendance of the disbursements, were 
studious in avoiding any unnecessary ex- 
pence. These formed the chief addition 
to the civil list, for it was apparent, that 
the other charges under the head of occa- 
sional payments, grew out of the political 
circumstances of the country. In the arti- 
cle of pensions, there was a diminution ra- 
ther than an increase, being this year 
10,0001. less than in 1802. Ji he were to 
propose an increase in proportion to the 
depreciation in the value of money, and to 
correspond with the progressive increase 
of other establishments, it would not by 
any means be uureasonable. But, how- 
ever desirable it might be to furnish his 
Majesty with the means of exercising his 
benevolence on a scale befitting a great 
nation, he, in consideration of the pres- 
sure of the circumstances of the times, pro- 
posed that the estimate under the head of 
pensions, should be taken at 92,000]. as 
it was in 1802. The only other item in 
which there was any real excess, was in 
certain allowances to the foreign ministers, 
and this would not exceed 80001. There 
was another instance in which there would 
be an apparent increase. When his Ma- 
jesty’s civil list had been settled, the sum 
of 58,0001. was granted to her Majesty to 
cover all the expences of the royal family, 
and it was thought right now that parlia- 
ment should enable his Majesty to gran 

the sum of 4000]. annually trom the civil 
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list, the allowance to her Majesty being al- 
together insufficient. This would create a- 
charge of 20,0001. upon the civil list. The 
whole amount then of the charges to be 
voted annually, would be 135,000]. The 
estimated charges on the civil list, amounte - 
ed to 975,0001.; the revenue of the civil 
list, did not quite amount to 900,000]. ; 
it appeared, however, that certain fees 
which had beea added to the civil list, . 
raised it to 921,0001.; which left a deficit 
of 64,0001. The right hon. gent, there- 
fore, proposed to vole a positive adaition 
of 60,0001. to the civil list, and trusted 
that the grounds he had stated wouid be 
so satisfactory to the committee, that they 
would feel no repugnance to adopt his pro. 
positions. He by moving, that 
it be the opinion of the committee, that 
the sum of 591,842I. 3s. 10}d. be granted 
to his Majesty, for detraymg the arrears 
of the civil list.*On the question being 
put, 

Mr. Bankes said, that in delivering his 
sentiments on the present question, he did’ 
not mean to cast the smailest reflection, 
either on the present administration or the 
last; but it became the house to look with’ 
an eye of extreme jealousy in times like the 
present, whenever they were called upon 
for a grant of the public money. Two 
years ago, he had understood it to be the 
intention of the then administration, to fix 
the expenditure at a certain sum, and 
they had professed a determination to pre- 
vent a sinnlar accumulation in future. 
He was, however, sorry to observe, they 
had neglecied and disregarded punctuality 
in the payments of the different classes. 
For 16 years previous to the year 1802, 
the average of the civil list debt was not’ 
more than 80,400]. annually, but for the 
two Jast years that average had trebled. 
The cause of this increase he particularly 
wished to have explained. ‘The sums 
under the head of special service for the 
last two years, struck him as rather ex- 
traordinary. The 40,000). for foreign mi- 
nisters, he thought, should be specifically’ 
accounted for, He did not like this way 
of lumping it. It might lead men to con- 
jecture that it was made a cloak for the 
application of the public money to impro- 
per purposes, At the same time that he 
expressed a wish that the house and the 
public should be satisGed upon this point, 
he bezged it to be understood that, far 
from desiring to abridge the allowance to 
our ambassadors, he entertained a hope 
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that such allowances would be augmented, 
so as to consult the rank and suitable ac- 
eommodation of our diplomatic agents. 
Under the head of the Lord Chamberlain’s 


' office, and particularly with respect to the 


Board of Works, he observed a considera- 
ble increase beyond former years. For the 
augmentation of the allowance of presents, 
&c. to foreign ministers within the last 
year, he could not conceive a reason. He 
meant that kind of allowance granted for 


executing conventions, treaties, &c. as 


there were none such that he recollected. 
¥et this sum materially exceeded the ex- 
penditure for a similar purpose in the year 
previous to the last war, when so many 


conventions and treaties with foreign. 


powers were concluded. The excess 


might, perhaps, have proceeded from pre- 


sents to the Barbary States, but of this he 
wished to be informed. In the compensa- 


~ tion to persons for lossef offices, there 


was an advance of 10,0001. which made 
up for the 10,0001. reduction of the pen- 
sion list, which had been noticed by his 
right hon. friend, and therefore there was 
no saving to the public. The additional 
expence in the offices of the three secreta- 
ries of state, which was not less than 
77,0001. appeared to him particularly to 
require explanation. One of those offices 
was no doubt new, and he did not mean to 


contend that it was utinecessary in war, 


but upon the return of peace, whenever it 
should arrive, he hoped it would be done 


away. ‘The hon. member stated his ap- 


probation of the proposal of his right hon. 
friend, to transfer to another fund those 
charges which did not properly belong to 
the civil list. There was another item in 
the report on the table upon which the 
hon, member confessed that he could not 
touch without pain, but his seuse of duty 
would not suffer him to overlook it. This 
was an advance of 16,000]. to the Duke of 
Clarence, which was to be paid by instal- 
ments, ead of which 70001. were still due. 
If the salary of that illustrious personage, 
or of any other branch of the royal family, 
were found inadequate to provide for the 


_ comforts which belonged to the station they 


occupied, he, would be as ready as any 
man to consent to any increase that might 
be necessary; but he disliked the principle 
of such occasional advances as that to 
which he alluded)».1t was a complete de- 
viation from the spirit and: letter of Mr. 
Burke’s bill, It tended to disorganize the 
whole system of the civil list. It would 
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serve to place the princes of the blood in a 
kind of dependence on the first lord of the 


tolerated, advance any sum he pleased in 
this clandestine manner, without the con. 
sent of parliament, to any person he chose 


longed to the royal family or not. For it 
was bard to say to what an extent the prin- 
ciple might be carried. It had, indeed, 
in one instance been exterded to a mili. 
tary officer (Major-Gen. Gardiner), to 
/whom above 20001. had been advanced, 
with the stipulation of repayment at the 
rate of 300]. a-year, not a guinea of which 
had been yet received. How came it, that 
the performance of such an engagement 
was not inforced by those who had the 
means of doing so, by deducting from the 
salaries they had to pay? The next point 
to which the hon. member called the at- 
tention of the house, was the deficiency in 
the fees of officers in the treasury, which 
}amounted to 15,0001. a sum equal to the 
whole salary of the higher officers in that 
department, How such a deficiency grew 
up, he wished to learn. Upon the whole, 
indeed, of the items to which he had al- 
luded, he was anxious for explanation, per- 
haps that explanation might remove bis 
doubts. ‘fo the time at which this propo- 
sition was ‘submitted, he could not help 


country had such burdens to bear, and 
such difficulties to encounter, he did not 
think it was decorous or fitting to make 
this application on the part of the crown, 
As it was determined to make it, however 
it was incumbent on his Majesty’s ministers 
to couple with it some measure to prevent 
the farther accumulation of debt in this 
department. He had heard it said, that 
such a general measure was impracticable ; 
but this assertion was not borne out by the 
experience of many years immediately suc+ 
ceeding the enactment of Mr. Burke’s bill. 
It was evident, that either some means 
must be adopted of keeping the expences 
of this department within the revenue as- 
signed, or a necessity would perpetually 
recur of resorting to parliament in the way 
then before the house. The hon. member 
admitted that, if a permanent addition ta 
the revenue of the civil list were deemed 


put on a better footing than that proposed 
by his right hon. friend. He exhorted the 


treasury, with whom the control restedy 


treasury, who might, if this practice were - 


to accommodate, whether that person be- . 


saying, that he had much objection. At — 
such a crisis as the present, when the — 


necessary, the arrangement could not be ~ 
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to keep all the govt. offices within the 
rules of economy, and not permit extra- 
-wagance of any kind. Among the other 
explanations required by the hon. gent. 
he requested to be informed of the amount 
of the 44 per cent. duties which were ap-: 
plicable to the purposes of the civil list, 
and also of the other resources which 
were applicable in aid of that fund? 

- The Chancellay of the Exchequer began 
by complimenting the fair and and parlia- 
mentary manner in which his hon. friend 
had stated his opinions. ‘The principal 
point upon which his hon. friend seemed 
to hesitate as to the propriety of concur- 
ring in the proposition before the house 
was this, that the time of war was not 
that which ought to have been selected 
for an-application of this nature; but in 
answer to this objection he would say, 
that it was Become necessary to do one of 
two things; either to refuse to the throne 
an adequate allowance, or to break in 
upon the establishment of royalty; and 
he did not believe that there was a man 
who, in any cirdumstances, would, merely 
fora saving of 50 or 60,0001. consent to 
_ an abridgment of that dignity which formed 
a necessary part of the monarchy, and 
therefore formed a necessary part of our 
constitution. This, however, must be 


done,’ or else we must go on suffering the | 


debt of the civil list to accumulate in 
time of war, and thus lay the necessity of! 
making good the payment of it in time of 
peace; but he would submit it to the 
' judgment of the house and the public, 
whether it was not better, even amidst the 
pressure of war, at once to provide for 
the discharge of this arrear, and also to 
guard, as much as possible, against the 
recurrence of such debts, than to adopt 
either of the alternatives he had referred 
to? To state the dilemma in which his 
hon. friend’s objection would place the 
house, was, he was satisfied, quite enough 
to ensure their assent to the proposition 
he had the honour to submit, a proposi- 
tion which had for.its object the support 
of that increased expence of the crown, 
which arose not from any disposition to 
prodigality or extravagance, but from that 
enhancement in all the necessary articles 
of life which had taken place since the 
revenue of the civil list was last fixed, 
and of which every individual in private 
life must be sensible. The arrangement 
he proposed had no view to any advance 
‘in the quantum of magnificence, or the 
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indulgercies which should belong to the 
Royal Family, as the only intention was 
to enable that illustrious family to main- 
tain the rank which, according to the 
grant of 1786, it was admitted they ought 
to hold. As the only effect of the pro. 
posed addition would be to equalize their 
revenue to the change of circumstances 


| which had taken placey he was confident 


that there was not one of the constituents 
of that house, who would not consider 
that economy extremely misplaced, which 
should, under such circumstances, cali 
upon his. Majesty’s family to retrench 
their necessary expences, or refuse assent 
to the proposition in debate, particularly 
when it was recollected, that the civil list 
was but a commutation which his Majesty 
had accepted on his accession to the 
throne, for a large hereditary revenue. 
When it was considered how long his Ma- 
jesty had, happily for this country, occu- - 
pied the throne, for a period longer al- 
most than any sovereign to be found in 
our history; when the growth of the re-- 
venue, which he*had surrendered in ex- 
change, was taken into consideration, he 
was sure it would be admitted, that a call 
upon parliament for an advance of 60,0001, 
a year in his revenue, and the transfer to 
another fund of claims which do not at 
all belong to the civil list, according to 
its original constitution, furnished no fair 
ground of objection; for he begged it to 
be distinctly understood ‘by that house and 
the public, that that branch of the here- 
ditary revenue which had been enjoyed by 
his Majesty’s predecessors, and in lieu of 
which he had thought proper to accept the 
civil list, had so far advanced, that it now 
amounted to nearly 1,500,0001. a year. 
From this, therefore, it appeared, that 
the addition of 60,0001. to 900,000]. a 
year, left a considerable balance in faveur 
of the public. He would put it to the 
candour of the house and the country, 
whether any proposal could stand upon 
fairer grounds, whether any thing could be 
imagined more self-evident, and less lia- 
ble to mistake? As to another point ir 
the speech of his hon. friend, which re- 
commended the proposition of some mea- 
sure of general regulation upon a princi- 
ple analogous to that upon which Mr. 
Burke’s bill was founded, he always thought 
that such a, measure was impracticable, 
and in this opinion he was confirmed, 
from a consideration of the nature, and 2 
knowledge of the effects of Mr. Burke's 


| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 


’PARL. DEBATES, Jury 2, 1804.—Civil List. 


system, which was found to be quite inap- 
plicable.—Here the right hon. gent. took 
eceasion to state the excess in the expence 
of the civil list had by no means pro- 
ceeded, as his hon. friend professed te 
think, from an improper inattention to 
‘Mr, Burke’s bill, but from finding that a 
change of circumstances had rendered a 
close attention to that measure impracti- 
cable. He hoped that his conduct for 
some years afier the enactment of that 
bill was sueh as to shew, that if it had 
failed of its object, that failure was not 
to be attributed to the want of a sincere 
‘desire upon his part, and that. of his col- 
_ keagues in office, to carry it into complete 
execution. To the mode of classing the 
‘ereditors of the civil list in the act alluded 
to, the’govt. with which he had the ho- 
nour of being connected, had always ad- 
hered. No preference was ever given to any 
but the royal family, the judges, and the 
foreign ministers, and upon all the other 
classes the debt was suffered to fall in 
equal proportion. ‘The right hon. gent. 
however, dwelt upon the consequences 
which would result from a_rigid adherence 
to the letter of this act, particularly in 
regard to the extinction of a debt which 
should be suffered to’ go a certain number 
of quarters in arrear. This strictly acted 
upon would, he apprehended, expose the 
royal family themselves to have their sa- 
jaries stopped. The measure altogether 
was not reducible to practice, nor did he 
think any thing of a similar nature would 
be effectual. All he thought advisable or 
necessary was, that in case the civil list 
should at any future time be in debt, and 
he could not. pretend to provide against 
_ such an event, parliament should be im- 
mediately apprized of the existence of 
such a debt. For this purpose, he would 
have no objection to introduce a clause 
into the act, which was meant to be 
grounded upon the resolution of the com- 
mittee. Such a clause, enjoining, that 
whenever the civil list should contract a 
debt of a specified amount, or whenever 
it should be a certain time in arrear, the 
fact should be laid before parliament. 
This appeared to him to be the most sim- 
ple mode of. proceeding, and ‘the only 
plan that occurred to him as necessary. 
_After the circumstance of the debt should 
be laid before parliament, then it would 
become a subject for consideration what 
course to follow. Further particulars 


might be called for, and the fullest inves- 


tigation might take place, if it should ape 
pear to be necessary. | As to the explana- 
tion required by his hon. friend respectin 

the aid derived to the civil list from the 4 

per cent. duties, and other funds, he could 
state to his hon. friend and the house, 
that this aid was insignificant indeed, 
Adverting to the advances made to the 
Duke of Clarence and Gen. Gardiner, the 
right hon. gent. presumedsthat it would be 
found the stipulated instalments were de~ 
ducted from their salaries. He did not 
mean to state it positively, as he had. 
made no inquiry on the subject.—With 
respect to the principle of occasionally 
advancing money to persons connected 
with the civil list, where the cause ap. 
peared to be pressing, and not otherwise, 
he differed widely from the opinion of his 
hon. friend. Such advances, he admitted, 
should be made only upon &Xtraordinary 
occasions ; but in point of fact, the ad- 
vances alluded to by his hon. friend were 
not of such amount, as much to alarm 
the jealousy of the house upon this sub- 
ject. As to the allusions of his hon, 
friend to the several items of the accounts 
on the table, he must say, that he was 
not prepared to satisfy him; but he was at: 
liberty to move for any document he 
thought necessary to the full explanation 
of the points he referred to. With many 
or most of the points adverted to by his 
hon. friend, he had no immediate con.- 
cern, but yet he had no doubt that they 
could all be satisfactorily accounted for, 
He wished the hon, gent. the house, and 
the country, clearly to comprehend every 
part of the statement, and that every light 
should be thrown upon it. “ He had no 
other desire than that it should be probed 
to the bottom, in order that it should be 
seen, that the application he had the ho- 
nour to submit, was the result of a real 
unavoidable necessity, and in no part of 
the expenditure had govt. ceased to exer- 
cise a proper and vigilant control. Feel- 
ing a just solicitude for the credit of his 
Majesty’s govt. it was his anxious wish, 
that every means should be taken to sa- 
tisfy the country of the truth of the facts 
he had stated. There were many parts of 
the household, in which the estimate was 
lower than was formerly fixed, particu- 
larly in the Board of Works. In that 
department an increased expenditure had 
been incurred within the two last years, 
which was not likely to recur again, It 


arose from the fitting up of apartments 
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for the accommodation of some of the 
branches of his Majesty’s family. In this 
department, and also in many others, he 
had felt it bis duty to draw up a reduced 
-estimate. He hoped it would not be found 
too late, and that in his endeavour to 
prevent unnecessary expence, he should 
not expose himself to the charge of laying 
a delusive statement before the house, or 
of contributing to reduce the just claims 
of any description of persons. 

Mr. Addington agreed, that the most 
proper mode of answering the observa- 
tions of the hon. gent. on the other side 
(Mr. Bankes), was to produce the docu- 
ments explaining the particulars of the 
expenditure, No part of the 40,0001. 
charged under the head of extra extraor- 
dinaries, was expended for secret service ; 
it was expended for an object which was 


not already sufficiently provided for ac- 


cording to its importance ; he meant our 
diplomatic service, a line in which it was 
essential to encourage men of talents, 
rank, and fortune to engage. ‘The insuffi- 
ciency of the present establishment was 
the cause of this arrear being incurred. 
As to the two sums of 10,0001. and 
11,0001. for the special service of the co- 
lonies in the years 1803-4, according to 
the provisions of Mr. Burke’s bill, the 
particulars of this expenditure was kept 
in.a book which was laid before the house, 
by an address tw his Majesty, as often as 
it was thought pryper to examine it, and 
referred to a comi|:ittee. This book had 
been laid on the table, in consequence of 
such an address, in 1802; and it was now 
open to any gent. who wished to have it 
produced, by adopting the same cvuurse. 
In the mean time he could assure gent. 
the expences were of the usual nature. 
He did suppose that the right hon. gent. so 
frequently alluded to, when this subject 
was under consideration, was aware of 
the impossibility of strictly executing hs 
own act. He had a right to conclude so, 
because the right hon, gent. was in ihe 
house when a motion was made, in a year 
or two after the passing of the act, fora 
sum in aid of the civil list, and he did 
not oppose the grant. The right hon. 
gent. s object certainly was, that the bill 
should operate as a control, by compelling 
the explanation of every thing to parlia- 
ment, and it had so operated. As tothe 
accommodation given to a branch of the 
royal family and Gen. Gardiner, under an 
engagement that it should be repaid, 
Vou. Il, 
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though he was nota party to it, he knew it 
to be extremely proper. He believed, that, 
considering all circumstances, the addi- 
tion of 60,0001. would be found extremely 
moderate. The proposition of the right 
hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would accomplish what he himself had in- 
tended, inasmuch as it would cause an 
account of every arrear, and au estimate 
of every contingent expence of the civil 
list to be laid before parliament, and none 
could be incurred without the knowledge 
of the house. The advance to the branch 
of the royal family would be no charge to 
the public, only 70001. of it remained now 
unsatisfied. The only great question for 
the house was, whether the dignity and 
comfort of the British crown were to be 
provided for in a manner suitable to the 
rank of the nation; not in any wanton 
manner, for there was no excess of splen- 
dour in the British crown, ‘The household 
expenditure for tradesmen’s bills was most 
essentially connected with the comfort of 
the sovereign and his family. The mode 
now proposed to be adopted on this head 
was the same that he had ventured to 
recommend with respect to the other 
branches of the royal family; and he be- 
lieved that, in considering the expence 
under this head, the only matter of sur- 
prize would be, that there was so much 
splendour at so little charge. On ¢om- 
paring the sums granted in aid of the civil 
list, with the produce of the hereditary 
revenue given up by the King, if there 
could be a matter of account between the 
sovereign and his people, the people were 
gainers. The application now made was 
an appeal to more than the generosity of 
the house, and he was sure the house 
would have no difficulty in acceding to it. 
The right hon, the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer acted wisely in not laying down 
any limitation. ‘The best mode was to 
submit every occasional necessity to the 
control of parliament. [laving made the 
motion for referring this matter to a com- 
mittee, and holding himself responsible for 
the charge, he thought it his duty to make 
this explanation, and to declare his readi- 
ness to support the measure. 

Dr. Laurence declared, that nothing was 
more alien from the intentions of his re- 
vered friend (Mr. Burke), than to cut off 
by any precise rule any part of the be- 
coming splendor of the British crown: 
his object was to secure the cognizance 
and control of every arrear and excess.of 
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the civil list to parliament. He approved 

of the present plan, but he could not sub- 
scribe Lo one reason given by some for the 
propriety of diding the civil list. If by the 
commutation of the hereditary revenue for 
a fixed sum, the public were gainers, it 
should be recollected that his Majesty had 
a fair option, and had made his choice. 
The advantage of the exchange ought not, 
therefore, to be continually stated as a 
ground of just remuneration. He agreed 
in the propriety of encouraging, by respect- 
able provisions, the entrance of men of, 
talent, fortune, rank, and character, into 
the diplomatic corps, The services of 
such men were particularly necessary to. 
us in that line, in the present circumstances ; 
and it was because we were so unfortu- 
nate as not to bave such men, that we had 
so little influence with the continental 
powers. 

Sir Francis Burdett.—I rise, Sir, in obedi- 
ence to the duty I owethe public and myself, 
to offer to the consideration of the house 
those reasons which render it impossible 
for me to take that view of the important. 
subject before us which the right hon. gent. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer has done, 
or to adupt those sentiments, which, I re- 
gret to say, seem to be acquiesced in by 
the majority of those who hear me.—It 
must be conceded to me, that the present 
period is peculiarly inauspicious to the dis- 
cussion of a subject of this kind. These 
are times, Sir, of such extraordinary pres- 
sure, and of such individual difficulty and 
general distress, that every demand upon 
the public purse requires to be anxiously 
looked to and investigated with the utmost 
vigilance and circumspection. I feel it, I 
say, impossible to agree to the arguments 
advanced by the right hon. gent. because 
1 know that the necessities of the times are 
great and urgent; that the price of every 
necessary article of lite is high beyond ex- 
ample; and that the pressure is felt not 
anly among the lower and the middling 
classes of society, but even among the 
highest ranks of the state. I cannot agree 
with the right hon. gent. in his inference, 
that the pressure of the times attaching to 
the higher orders, is a reason why we 
ought to impose still greater burdens on 
the people, in order to relieve those who 
fee] them in a lesser proportion. I never 
can approve of this mode of reasoning, As 

’ the present period is one when every man 
feels his comforts diminished, and those 
enjoyments he has been long used to 
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abridged, by the weight of taxes which his 
utmost exertion can scarcely sustain, | 
should certainly say, that whoever admi. 
nisters the govt. of the country ought — 
to economise the public resources, and 
put up with some of those inconve. 
nieucies which .the mass of the peo. 
ple suffer. Comparatively light indeed 
must those evils fall on persons in that 
rank of life.—-I do not mean to say that 
any part of the royal family ought to be 
inconvenienced by the pressure of the 
times; but I do consider, that the mone 
granted by the liberality of parliament for 
the expences of the civil list is ample 
enough to relieve every branch of that fa- 
mily, if due attention be paid to the ex. 
penditure of the money so granted. What 
I complain of is, that there appears to me to 
be a scandalous waste of the public money; 
and the minister of govt. himself confesses, 
that with respect to the extraordinaries of 
the civil list, he has acted contrary to law, 
but that it was impossible to do otherwise. 
Better and more constitutional I think it 
would have been to have bad the law re- 
straining the excess of the civil list repeal- 
ed, than to have acted in open defiance 
of its letter, and in violation of its princi- 
ple. It is with the deepest concern I ob- 
serve, that a debt which is always paying 
off, should be thus continually increasing; 
but I am persuaded it never will be other- 
wise if this house allow ministers to go on 
just as they think proper, and without sub. 
jecting them to that necessary control 
which can alone keep them within the li. 
mits of economy. While ministers retain 
the power of wantonly and arbitrarily dis- 
posing of the public money with impunity, 
it is not to be expected in men of their 
character, that profusion will be checked 
by considerations arising from the public 
distress.—I observe with infinite regret, 
that no inconsiderable proportion of the 
revenue of the country is expended in pens 
sions, and the profits of sinecure places, 
On adverting to the list of those who de- 
rive emolument from such sources, J find 
it does not present the name of a single 
person who can allege any legitimate claim 
founded upon the performance of any pub. 
lic service. We ought to see rewards of 
this kind bestowed on men who have per- 
formed meritorious services for their coun- 
try; but whenever such instances have oc- 
curred, they have uniformly been brought 
before this house for the purpose of making 
them the objects of particular remuneration 
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out of the public fund, independently of 
the civil list. I should think that the 
bounty of the crown would be better ap- 
plied in rewarding real merit, and thereby 
saving an extraordinary expence to the 
public.—It has beeu the practice, when 
men have bravely exerted themselves in 
their country’s cause, to come to parlia- 
ment for the reward they have merited, I 
do not think that upon such occasions, 
this house has been so generous as it ought 
to have been. Knowing as I do what lu- 
crative places some hold who have done 
nothing to deserve them, I must own that 
I feel no slight degree of indignation at 
seeing such men as Lord Nelson, who has 
achieved immortal honour, and Lord 
Hutchinson, the conqueror of Egypt, re- 
compensed with only 20001. a year. I 
observe with resentment, such a man as 
Sir Sidney Smith, to whom the country is 
so much indebted, rewarded so inade- 
quately as he has been, at least in compa- 
rison with those persons who are basking 
in the sunshine of ministerial patronage.— 
“When the people of England are called 
on for daily sacrifices; when they are told 
by ministers that the sacrifices they have 
made are nothing to those which they must 
submit to; when the country is engaged in 
awar, of the end of which no man can 
form a conjecture; when the people are 
oppressed with taxes and exactions which 
they are unable to bear; and when the 
privations they endure exceed what the 
most despondent could ever have imagin- 
ed, surely it is a little hard to hear it said, 
that the burden of taxation is a reason 
why those who so sorely feel it should have 
it aggravated, for the purpose of relieving 
those who, from their situations, must 
feel less of the public distress and cala- 
mity than any other description of persons 
in the country.—I for one can never give 


my consent to vote one farthing for the re- 


lief of the debts of the civil list, which 
ought never to have been contracted. But 
my most serious objection to the vote pro- 
posed, refers to the unconstitutional ap- 
plication of the public money. I advert 
to the sums advanced to the princes of the 
blood without the consent of parliament. 
I do not think it decent or becoming that 
the princes of England should be depend- 
ant on the minisier of the day. If they 
wanted relief, they ought to have made 
application to the house of commons, and 
not condescend to receive bounties from 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer. I re- 
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collect, however, and the reflection gives 
me pain, that whenever they have applied 
to this house in a constitutional way, for 
that relief to which they were eutitled, their 
claims have been rejected. ‘This has been 
particularly evinced in the applications of 
that illustrious member of the family who 
eujoys, as he deserves, the particular af- 
fection and confidence of the people; and 
is therefore, perhaps, an object of jea- 
lousy to some. But whenever these princes 
have appealed to ministers privately, that 
assistance has been unconstitutionally 
granted which ought only to have flowed 
from parliament. It is a subject of regret 
and surprise, that what parliament has re~ 
fused, should be bestowed by ministerial 
influence. I cannot make up my mind’ 
to grant any of the public money for the 
purpose proposed this night;-I consider 
this but a preliminary step to the imposi- 
tion of a permanent burden on the coun- 
try, and calculated to prevent ministers” 
from being answerable for the application 
of the funds intrusted to their manage- 
ment.—The report on the table states, 
that for the unforeseen expences of the 
civil list, there should be a vote of credit. 
I think, that at a crisis like the present, 
when it is necessary to consult the minds 
of all men, when it is important that the 
people should: think that those who go- 
vern them have an interest in their wel- 
fare, it is too much to tell them that, on 
account of the taxes they pay.already, they 
ought to pay more. It may be, that when 
the country is prosperous, and flourishing, 
the executive govt. is entitled to partici- 


‘pate in its advantages; but I cannot sup- 


pose the converse of this proposition holds 
good ; and that when misfortunes and dif- 
ficulties are brought upon the country, 
those who are the authors of them, should 
be the only persons exempted from their 
effects. The idea would be absurd and 
dangerous to countenance, that govt. 
should plead the public calamity they pro- 
duce, as a reason for the augmentation of 
their own salaries, ‘The right hon, pro- 
poser of this motion has pompously boasted 
upon this, as upon other occasions, of the 
advantages resuli:ng to this country from 
the conduct of the present reign; but with 
respect to this boast, I would only cail 
upon any candid man to determine, from 
a fair comparison of the situation of this | 
country at present, and that in which it 
was placed upon the King’s accession to 
the throne. At the former period, the 
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whole of the public debt did not exceed 
105,000,0001., and the taxes amounted to 
nearly 23 millions; at present, the debt is 
little short of 600 millions, and the taxes 
exceed 60 millions. Sufely, no man will 
venture to assert, that our commerce has 
kept pace with this accumulation of our 
burdens. How has this enormons sum 
been expended? What has the country 
gained tocompensate for such expenditure ? 
Nothing, but what has been purloined from 
the unhappy natives of India, with a few 
islands, the benetit of which to this country 
is very doubtful. What have we lost? 
We have been. deprived of the immense 
and growing country of America, the po- 
pulation of which, being the descendants 
of Englishmen, and lar removed from the 
taint of modern corruption, would not en- 
dure to be slaves. Within the period I 
have referred to, the expence of the civil 
list alone has amounted to at least 50 mil- 
lions; that is little Jess than half the pub- 
lic debt at his Majesty’s accession. ‘To 
what purposes has this immense sum been 
applied? Certainly not to the purpose of 
magniticence, as the right hon. gent. bas 
truly stated, for of that the people have 
seen nothing. If in magnificence,. there 
would perhaps be less reason to complain ; 
if in the patronage of the arts, or the en- 
couragement of institutions of public bene- 
fit, some return would have been made to 
the country for the salary aliowed, and one 
would have been able to account tor the 
cause of these frequent applicetions to- par- 
liament to cischarge the arrears of the 
civil list. Upon this part of the subject I 
should dwell more at length if I were not 
unwilling to trespass on the attention of 
the house, and if 1 were uot satistied that 
the other facts | have it in my power to 
adduce respecting the present reign, must 
be in the recollection of this house and 
the country.—! have given my opivion, 
because I thought the house seemed dis- 
inclined to take up the subject in the point 
of view in which it has struck me, I re- 
peat, that feeling the pressure of the times, 
aud the misapplication of the public mo- 
ney, I am averse to every thing that bas a 
tendency to increase our difhculuies. .] am 
however far trom wishing to make a ge- 
pera! declamation agalust every species 
taxatiou.—I am of Gpmion, on the con- 
trar., (hat taxation, properly applied, may 
be as beneficial as the moisture absorbe: 
by the sun tiem the earth, which, fallin, 
rains and dews, fertulizes the soil. 
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But how different that taxation, which {y 
extorted from the industry of the people, 
and applied only to corrapt their morals 
and undermine their freedom! Such is the 
system which has been the ruin of other 
countries, and is likely to be the ruin of 
this, if the constitutional interposition of 
parliament does noi prevent it. Convinced 
then that the proposition of this night ig 
ill timed, dangerous, aud contrary to the 
best principles of our free govt., I shall 
uot hesitate in giving it my most decided 
negative, 

Sir J. Newport was of opinion, that all 
those estimates should be. separated from 
the civil list, that did not belong imme. 
diately to the dignity and splendor of the 
crown. He could not agree with the hon, 
bart, that the monarch ought not to be 
supported in periods particularly where 
extraordinary expenditure was necessary, 
He would appeal to the French, if they had 
not found their situation worse, and their 
expences increased, notwithstanding the 
resistance they had made to their old govt, 
He did not wish, be said, to see the com- 
forts and conveniencies of their sovereign 
abridged in any degree, nor that dignity 
which ought to accompany bis rank, in any 
way dimimished. No private gent. he 
thought, could give an exact statement of 
his probable expences for atiy one year, 
was it then to be wondered at, if every 
item of expenditure belonging to the civil 
list, could not be accurately toreseen ? 

Mr. fuller supported the motion. He 
thought the gain by the hereditary reve. 
nue, placed the public on the sate side.— 
The resclution was agreed to. 

[Appirionat Navy Esrimares].— 
Mr. IV. Dickinson, in rising to move fora 
grant of 310,000]. for additional expences 
lu the naval department, did not think it 
necessary to trouble the committee at 
length. [le would merely state, — that 
150,0001. of this sum was for three ships, 
vessels [rom 40 to 60 guns ; the rest was lor 
sloops, gun-vessels, and mortars, thought 
necessary for the present service by the 
admiralty board, and purchased or con- 
tracted for since the 15th of May. 

Mr. Johnstone wished to know, 
ther a further sum for the maintenance 
of seamen would not be required. In 
March there were 89,000 seamen, and 
2,000 marines, in the service. If the due 
-roportion of the marines was filled up, 
tue whole would be 115,000. ‘There were 
then 104,000 seamen aud marines; the , 
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manning of this additional service would 
require a still greater number; he wished 
to know whether there was to be an addi 
tional vote? 

Mr. Dickinson said, that no considera- 
ble addition of numbers would be neces- 
sary so as to require a vote ?—Severa' 
other resolutions were then moved, t 
which the house agreed, and the repor. 
was ordered to be received to-morrow, 

[Srame Duties.]—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer moved, that the house do 
resolve itself into a committee of ways anv 
means. The house having gone into the 
committee, the right hon. gent. called 
their attention to the subject of the Duties 
on Stamps. It would be recollected, he 
observed, that'in the early part of the ses- 
sion, a right hon, gent. (Mr. Addington) 
had takeu credit for the sum of between 
7 and §00,0001. for paying off the charges 
on the loan. ‘This he had proposed to do, 
by creating an additiona! duty on stamps. 
Though the manner in which that proposal 
was stated to the house might have ap- 
peared feasible to that right hon. gent. in 
theory, he was well assured it could never 
be accomplished. It had been found dii- 
ficult to class the several duties, and there- 
fore the right hon. gent.’s plan could not 
be brought forward, nor was it likely that 
the sum proposed to be raised, could be 
raised by the rate of duties which he had 
stated to the house. What he should there- 
fore propose for the consideration of the 
committee, would be a considerable in- 
crease of the present stamp duties. In the 
increased duties would be comprehended 
all law proceedings, civil and ecclesiasu- 
cal, bills of exchange, notes, transfer o! 
property, money bonds, &c. ‘These were 
the most .material—As the debate had 

‘been procrastinated to a late hour, he 
would not detain the committee, but deli- 
ver in the schedule, which contalued an 
ample statement of the various items, 
which schedule might be printed, and gent. 
would then have an opportunity of viewing 
and considering the whole, and upon the 
bringing up of the report, the discussion 
might take place. 

Mr. Addington observed, that the right 
hon. gent. must be aware that what he had 
originally proposed, embraced 3 objects; 
ist, an augmentation of the duties; next, 
a classification of those duties; and 3dly, 
the necessity of subjecting the persons lia- 
ble to pay those duties to a tax ad valorem. 
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These objects, he was of opinion, were 


jesirable to be attained, and with respect 
‘v the first, he was happy to find, that the 
umount had produced uearly enough to 
cover the charges on the loan, As to the 
vossibility of classing the rates of duties, he 
vas of opinion no considerale difficulty 
vould arise; but, however, on that he did 
aot mean to insist. He trusted, the right 
hon. gent. would turn his attention to the 
ad valorem duty, which he was satisfied 
would be productive of much benefit to 
the revenue 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was ap- 
prehensive the plan of the right bon. gent. 
would be attended with difficulty ; he was, 
however, desirous of considering whether 
or not it could be carried into effect. He 
was not aware how it was possible to affix 
the precise rates of taxation, so as to meet 
che ideas of the right bon. gent., and ului- 
mately benefit the revenue. 

Me. Spencer Stanhope thought that one 
of the greatest evils under which thiscour- 
try laboured was, that of the law being 
rendered almost inaccessible to the lower 
classes of society, by the expences which 
attended law suits oa account of stamps.— 
he resolution was then read and agreed 
to, pro forma, and the house being re= 
sumed, the repurt was ordered to be re< 
ceived to-morrow,—Adjourned. 


— — 


HOUSE CF LORDS. 
Tuesday, July 3. 

[Mixetes.J—The bill for regulating 
the Corn trade bet vcen G. Britain and 
Ireland, the Highiiud Road and Bridges 
bill, aud two privaie bills, received the 
royal assent, by commnssion. The com- 
missiouers present were, the Lord Chancel- 
ior, the Karl of Camden, and Lord Wal- 
siugham.—The bill] to punish the counter- 
ieiting of Bank of England dollars; and 
ilso ot the Irish money in preparation, 
called ‘Tokens, the Irish Customs and Exe 
cise Duties bill and one private bill, were 
brought from the Commons, and read a 
first time. 

(Couw1erreit Dotrars’ Brit.J—On 
the motion that the Counterfeit Dollars’ 
bill be printed, : 

Lord Grenville rose, and stated, that at 
this late period of the session, it was not 
his intention to provoke a serious discus. 

ion of the bill betore their lordships, as 
important in his opinion as any that had- 
‘ately been submitied to their considera- 
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tion. His object in rising was to make his 
verbal protest against the principle of the 
measure, on the grounds that it was un- 
constitutional, impolitic, and pregnant 
with what he must call gross fraud and de- 
ception. It was objectionable in a legal 
view in no lesstthan two points. Hemuch 
doubted whether his Majesty could dele- 
gate his privilege of impressing money to 
any individual subject in his dominion, and 
he was also inclined to doubt his Majesty’s 
- authority to authorize any of his subjects 
to issue money so impressed. He would 
not at present go into a full examination of 
those two considerations, but reserve the 
discussion of them until next session, when 
he should think it his duty to bring the 
subject before their lordships in that ge- 
neral and enlarged shape which the im- 
portance of the great interests it involved 
so ainply entitled it to. The ouly part o} 
the question on which he would shortly 
trespass on their lordships’ attention this 
evening, was that which related to the 
impolicy of the measure. To all those 
who had the smallest acquaintance. with 
the science of political economy, there was 
no.truth more evident than this, that the 
practice which was sometimes recurred to 
by governments, of issuing debased coin, 
erin other other words, of coin bearing a 
higher denomination than it was intrinsi- 
* cally worth, was one most injurious and 
unproductive in. the experiment; unpro- 
ductive, because it produced no advan- 
tages to the govt. ; and injurious, because 
it was invariably detrimental to the inte- 
rests of the country where it was issued. 
The measure which the bill before their 
lordships went to authorize, he must consi- 
der as partaking of all those mischiefs and 
inconveniencies. What was. the professed 
object of it? It was neither more nor less, 
than this, to authorize the bank to make 
that pass current for 5s.. which in reality 
was only worth 4s. 6d. or perhaps less. 
What would be the cousequence to the per- 
son who received this debased coin ? Why, 
it would operate to his disadvantage in a 
ratio of 10 per cent. if he were under the 
necessity of receiving four of those dollars 
or tokens, as they were called, which were 
only worth 18s. m payment of a pound 
sterling. His lordship considered the mea- 
sure which the present bill went to sanc- 
tion as one arising out of that most impo- 
litic and unjustifiable step, the restriction 
upon the Bank of England from making 
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payments in specie. Their lordships had a: 
strong proof before them, that it was no 
less true in politics than in morals, that 
one act of injustice invariably led to the 
commission of another. Had the restric. 
tion upon the Bank never taken place, 
most probably their lordships would not 
have been called upon to give their sane. 
‘tion to the measure before them; which, 
in his opinion, was pregnant with impo- 
licy, injustice, and fraud. It was also in 
contemplation, he understood, to extend 
the mischief to Ireland, and to make 
‘those tokens pass even for a greater value 
‘there. If the persons who promoted this, 
‘measure had been guided by any equitable 
\principles of policy in their plan, surely 
‘they would not have sent the greater evil 
into that part of the empire which was 
the most impoverished and the least se- 
cure. He would say nothing farther on 
the subject at present, but repeat that it 


-was his intention to propose a full discus. 


sion of the general principle of the mea- 
sure in the course of the ensuing session, 
Lord Hawkesbury did not think, that 
what had fallen trom the noble baron, 
called upon him to take up much of their 
lordships’ time. The observations which 
he had thrown out were certainly not 
called for by the stage in which the bill 
now before the house was. Much conve. 
nience had resulted to the public from the 
issue of those dollars, and he thought 
that, while they were allowed-to form a 
great proportion of our circulating me- 
dium, they should be protected by law 
against the dishonesty of those who might 
be tempted ty? counterfeit them. He 
wished the noble baron to bear in mind, 
that those bank dollars were not a legal 
tender, and there was no necessity im- 
posed upon any person to receive them. 
It was entirely in the discretion of indi- 
viduals to accept them in payment, and 
he saw not what the injustice or fraud was 
of accommodating the public with that 
from which they had derived much benefits 
Lord Grenville never meant to ground 
any part of his argument against the bill, 
upon the idea that it was intended to 
make these bank tokens a legal tender. 
He never could conceive that any rational 
govt. would have given its sanction to so 
extraordinary a principle, as that a des 
based coin should be received in payment 
at more than its intrinsic value.—The bill 
was. then ordered to be printed, 
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[Conpucr or Juper Fox.]—The Mar- 
quis of Abercorn presented a petition 
against the hon. Justice Fox, from Gerard 
Irwin, Esq. high sheriff of the county ol 
Fermanagh ; also a petition from the petty 
jury of the said county, at the last au- 
tumn assizes; and moved that they do 
lie on the table. and that a copy of each 
be sent to Judge Fox. 

The Lord Chancellor having left the 
woolsack, observed, that the petitions were 
addressed to the Lords spiritual and tem- 
poral, and the “ Commons” in parliament 
assembled. ‘This was quite novel, and he 
could not, for his part, consent to receive 
petitions so informal. 

The Marquis of Abercorn said, he had, 
in compliance with the advice of a learned 
and noble lord on a former day, hastened 
to place these petitions on the table, in 
order to reduce the charges against Judge 
Fox to a precise form. With respect to 
the informality, he had consulted legal 
and parliamentary authority, and was as- 
sured that it was not material, A petition 
had, in fact, been presented to the other 
house, addressed in the same manner, 
that is, to both houses, and a pen had 
been put through the superfluous words. 
For his part, he would never alter a word 
of any petition sent to him. He had re- 
_ solved to keep his hands clean throughout 
the whole transaction. It was for their 
lordships to determine, whether they would 
receive the petitions, or reject them. 

The Duke of Norfolk said, that forms 
were often nearly allied to the substance. 
He thought them important in the present 
case, and moved, “ that the petitions be 
referred to a committee of precedents,” to 
inyuire if, netwithstanding the informality, 
they could be received. 

The Earl of Rosslyn said, the super- 
_ fluous words were evidently inserted 
through the ignorance of the pariies; 
they mtended the petitions to be pre- 
sented to the House of Peers. _ He should 
therefore have made no scruple of putting 
a pen through the superfluous words, as 
fulfilling the intention of the petitioners. 

The Marquis of Abercorn said, it was 
for the house to dispose of the petitions; 
he was no more concerned in them than 
any of their lordships; he would in no 
case, however, alter a petition; and he 
only begged their lordships to remember, 
that no delay had occurred on his part. 
He had used his utmost diligence to put 
the matter into that state, which seemed 
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to be required of him by the sense of the 
House. 

Earl Stanhope said, the noble marquis 
had done well not to alter the petitions. 
He could not agree with the noble Earl 
opposite to him (the Earl of Rosslyn); 
the petitions were addressed to ‘‘ the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and the Com- 
mons;” the noble lord might therefore 


have put the pen through the first part of 


the address, and presented the petitions 
to the other house, on the principle of that - 
advice. . 

Lord Grenville thought forms, in this 
case, of the highest importance, since 
these were proceedings that might originate 
a criminal process, in which the law and 
constitution demand the utmost precision 
of forms; and this criminal process against 
a judge, one of the most important cer.. 
tainly that could be imagined. He there- 
fore supported the motion for referring 
the petitions to a committee of prece- 
dents, who should be instructed to report 
them.—The motion was then put and 
agreed to. 

[Suave Trave.] —Lord Hawkesbury 
having moved the order of the day for the 
2d reading of the Slave Trade Abolition 
bill, said that it was his intention, pursu- 
ant to the notice he had given on a former 
evening, to move, that instead of the word 
“‘ now,” the words “ this day 3 months,” 
should be inserted. Ilis lordship briefly 
recapitulated the arguments which he had 
urged on the first reading of the bill, the 
principal of which was, that the measure 
had been introduced at too late a period 
of the session, to allow any reasonable 
hope that it could be passed before the 
rising of parliament. There were so many 
interests likely to be affected by the abo- 
lition, that their lordships could not, con- 
sistently with’ that deliberation they be- 
stowed on every measure of similar im- 
portance, give the subject that measured 
discussion it was entitled to. He would 
not take up their lordships’ time at pre- 
sent, but move * that it be read a 2d time 
this day $ months.” 

The Duke of Norfolk supported the 
motion of the noble sec. of state, on the 
grounds that the bill was brought forward 
at too advanced a period of the sessicn. 
If govt. were serious in their intentions of 
abolishing that trade, he wished they had 
given some decided proofs of it, by pro- 
posing the measure themselves, and giving 
to it all the support that official power 
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and situation placed in their hands. He 
did not approve of seeing the weight of 
so important a measure thrown on the 
shoulders of an individual member of the 
legislature, however respectable he might 


Earl Stanhope could not refrain from 
expressing his astonishment at what had 
fallen from the two noble lords. He could 
not agree with them, that there existed 
the least necessity for postponing this 
measure, important from so many consi- 
derations, until the next session. He saw 
nothing to prevent their lordships from 
coming to an immediate decision on the 
question. He would not allow men to 
come to their lordships’ bar, and ask to 
be permitted to continue in the commis- 
sion of crime. Suppose a set of men, 
who were in the practice of forging coin 
on the coasts of Denmark and Norway, 
and that a bill were brought in to prevent 
the introduction of such forged specie, 
would their lordships suffer such a set of 
rascals to come to their bar, and petition 
either to be allowed to continue such ne- 
farious practices, or to obtain an indem- 
nity for the loss of that emolument which 
they drew from it? The slave trade was 
even worse than that, inasmuch as murder 
was more heinous than robbery. What 
was the slave trade? It was the going and 
seizing, or purchasing from those who had 
seized, a parcel of unhappy beings, over 
whom neither God nor nature gave us 
any control. His lordship, from some 
information he had received since he came 
down to the house, would not trouble 
their lordships with dividing the house; 
but he trusted that the supporters of the 
bill would redouble their efforts against 
the time parliament should meet again, 
and that they would finally succeed in 
abolishing a traitic, the real object of 
which was to enable the slave merchants 
of Liverpool and other places to gorman- 
dize more turtle, to swallow more veui- 
sen, and to drink more claret. His lord- 
ship would say nu more at that time; he 
had discharged bis conscience, and when- 
ever the subject should be again broughi 
forward, it should have his zealous anc 
hearty support. 

Lord Grentille opposed the amendment. 
The preamble of the bill, as sent up by 
the House of Commons, he observed, set 
out with stating, that the slave trade was 
contrary to the principles of justice and hu- 
manity,and ought no longer to be contfhued. 
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It was therefore, the duty of every noble 
lord, whose mind was convinced as to that 
tact, to declare his sentiments, and to resist 
the noble lord’s amendment; for if that 
fact was true, there was no consideration 
which could be urged, no proofs which 
could be adduced, as to what property 
might be injured, or what lucrative com. 
merce might be destroyed by this bill, 
that ought to weigh with the house one 
moment, or induce the legislature to des 
fer, for a single day, the abolition of this 
trade. Of the number of those who felt 
themselves perfectly convinced of the 
wickedness, the injustice, the inhumanity, 
and impolicy of this trade, he professed 
himself to be one; and, therefore, upon 
that ground alone, which should always 
direct the policy of a wise and upright 
nation, he would oppose the farther delay 
of this bill, under any pretence that far- 
ther consideration or proof were neces. 
sary, after the mass of information upon 
this subject already laid on their lordship’s 
table, and the full consideration the subs 
ject had already so repeatedly received, 
But if even farther consideration or proofs 
were necessary, why postpone it till the 
next session of parliament? or what was 
to impede their lordships from going as 
fully as necessary into those proofs and 
considerations during the remaining period 
of the present session? Many subjects of 
great importance were daily coming for- 
ward for their lordships’ consideration, 
and had been recently discussed with the 
utmost solemnity, and most ample delibe- 
ration; and if their lordships proposed to 
go through the business now on their table, 
with the other subjects now’ in delibera- 
tion elsewhere, and on their way for their 
lordshbips’ discussion, there was no reason 
to apprehend the present session would 
terminate without allowing ample time aud 
opportunity for the fullest discussion ne- 
cessary upon the bill now before the 
house. But suppose even that, instead of 
sitting till the middle of July, it might be 
necessary for their lordships to protract 
their sittings until the middle of August 
ior this purpose, would their lordships 
think this an argument to induce them to 
prefer the pleasures of an earlier recess, 
‘vu the hum:ne purpose of putting a period, 
6 months sooner, to the horrors perpe- 
trated on the coast of Africa? In all 
evenis, by going into the consideration of 
‘bis subject now, their lordshijs would be 
ihe beiter prepared nut to deliberate, but 
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to decide early in the next session, and 
thereby do themselves the honour, as a 
house of British legislature, of taking the 
lead of Europe in putting a period to this 
abominable traffic; but he was extremely 
sorry to conclude, from the manner in 
which the noble sec, of state delivered his 
sentiments for the necessity of delay, that 
if the amendment was adopted, the discus- 
sion would be eventually postponed, not 
merely to the end of 6 months, but to the 
end of the next, and probably the two 
following sessions of parliament. 

The Earl of Westmoreland, in contem- 
plating the present state of this question, 
expressed great satisfaction as a member 
of that house, and great admiration from 
a general view of the constitution. Asa 
peer of the realm, he took pride in the 
consideration that the people at large, the 
merchants interested in the slave trade, 
and the colonist, would see that, though 
not represented in that house, yet that 
their interests were as much attended to 
as if they were. In looking at the con- 
stitution, he could not but admire the 
wisdom of our ancestors, who had divided 
the deliberative power into two parts, and 
encompassed each with such forms as ne- 
cessarily led to the correction of any hasty 
and ill-advised measure passed in either 
house. Adverting to the immediate ques- 
tion, he thought it was in vain to enter 
upon a subject of such great import, and 
under such circumstances, when it was 
manifest no decision could be come to. 
He concluded by giving his decided sup- 
port to the proposition of the noble sec. 

The Bishop of S¢. Asaph thought farther 
delay of this measure wholly uunecessary, 
and trusted it would not be felt by a Bri- 
tish house of parliament necessary to dis- 
cuss, at-any great length, whether a traffic 
so utterly subversive of justice and huma- 
nity, a traffic, as had been well stated by 
a noble Earl (Stanhope) in human tears 
and groans, in human flesh and blood, 
and carried on under every criminal ag- 
gravation of cruelty, of chains, of murder, 
should any longer continue to disgrace 
and degrade the character of the British 
nation. Did the house want farther proof 
to decide its opinion, whether or not per- 
‘m:ssion was to be given to a set of crimi- 
nals'to persevere in the perpetration of 
murders, of robberies, and other atrocious 
crimes, because the trade was a lucrative 
one? Evidence was before brought to 
their lordships’ bar, to prove infinitely 

Vou. I, 
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more than enough in support of the aboli- 
tion of thistraffic; and from the specimens 
he had witnessed of the testimony given 
on that occasion im favour of the trade, 
he was not much inclined to attach im- 
plicit credit to the evidence, even upon 
oath, of men interested in promoting and 
continuing this abominable traflic; espe- 
cially when such evidence was directly 
contradicted by that of the log books of 
the carrying ships, though not upon oath. 
In fact, the conviction of the slave trade 
on bis mind was taken from the sworn 
testimony of those who were adduced in 
its defence. He wanted no proof whether 
the West India planters were more or less 
cruel to their slaves, or whether they con- 
sidered them as men or brutes. The 
proofs that were already abundant, as well 
in the testimony before the house, as in 
the writings of African travellers, shewed 
the situation of the Africans in their own 
country, their progress in civilization, and 
their state of happiness in every part of 
the country uncontaminated by the slave 
trade; and the proofs of the tortures in- 
flicted upon them in the middle passage, 
were evidence of the foretaste of the kind 
of bliss they were to enjoy in the new pa- 
radise to which they were passing in the 
West Indian islands. It was very possible 
he might be called an enthusiast, or a pre- _ 
judiced bigot, for the opinions he now 
spoke, by those who were more in the 
habit of reconciling moral evils under the 
head of state policy; but in spite of the 
opinion of such statesmen, he had in his 
favour the maxim of the greatest states- 
man in the wickedest of all the republics 
named in history (always excepting the 
transcendent wickedness of the French 
republic), namely, the republic of Athens: 
to it was, “* that the greatest source of ruin 
uations, was the want of will to do simple 
justice.” This he held to be precisely the 
description of that policy in which the 
slave trade was supported; and he feared, 
if the consideration of the subject was 
now to be postponed till the next session 
of parliament it would, in effect, be an 
adjournment of the question, ad Gracas 
Kalendas. 

Lord Mulgrave said, that he was for. 
merly an advocate for the trade; but from 
the recent events which had taken place 
in the West Indies, and particularly in the 
island of St. Domingo, his opinion was so 
staggered upon the subject, that he was by 
uo means prepared to make up his mind 
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at this moment, whether'the trade should 
be continued or not, or whether this bill 
went far enough, or should not go a great 
way farther, and effect an immediate and 
total emancipation of the West India 
slaves, which, from what had fallen from 
a noble ear! early in the-debate, he under- 
stood to be the object with the friends of 
this bill. - He thought, however, that cool 
deliberation, and the farther hearing of 
evidence, was indispensable, and therefore 
he voted for the amendment. : 
_ The Bishop of St. Asaph said, that he 
had been much misconceived, if it was 
thought that he had any view to farther 
consequences than the abolition of the slave 
trade. He took the opportunity of declar- 
ing, that in his opinion that event would 
gradually produce all the amelioration in 
the state and condition .of African slaves 
that was practicable, or indeed desirable, 
and that he looked to no farther conse- 

quences whatever. 

Lord Harrowby expressed his satisfac- 


tion at the explanation given by the right. 


rev. prelate: with respect to the subject 


immediately before the house, he depre- 


cated a hasty decision, since however 
friendly might be his sentiments towards 
the measure, he was decidedly of opinion 
that there was not now time to enter into 
that investigation which the importance of 
the subject demanded. Nor could he 
conceive that ‘any advantage could be 
gained by hearing a small part of the evi- 
‘dence or arguments which might be ad- 
duced in behalf of the petitioners against 
the bill, when it was evident that the ses- 
sion would close before they could obfain 
any final result. For these reasons he 
should certainly vote for the proposed 
delay. 

Earl St. Vincent expressed himself also 
in favour of delay. ‘To pass such a mea- 
sure as the present hastily, might, he said, 
‘eventually lead to consequences equally 
dreadful with those which had taken place 
an St. Domingo, and even to the extir- 
spation of every white in the West India 
dslands. 

The Lord Chancellor spoke in support 
of the amendment, and thought it quite 
impossible for the house to.refuse its ear 
to the petition of British subjects, upon a 
-matter where the utter ruin of their pro- 
-perty was at stake. He did not recollect 
having ever given a vote on this subject. 
‘Evidence, it was said, Was in abundance 
en.their lordships’ 4able.. He had never 
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looked into this evidence, and fron its . 
voluminous size and external appearance, 
he did not think the remaining period of 
the session would allow him time for the 
perusal, The many important interests 
and rights;-both public and private, in. 
volved in this subject, demanded of the 


most mature deliberation; public and pri- 
vate justice, as well as national policy, 
required it. The ruin which the sudden 
adoption of a measure like this would not: 
fail to shed upon the condition and pro- 
perty of so many individuals, called for 
the exercise of humanity and justice to- 
wards them, as well as towards any other 
class of the persons within the purview of 
this bill. It might be a very snug thing 
for a Chancellor, seated on the woolsack, 
a right rev. prelate, seated there in virtue 
of a wealthy diocese, or a noble earl with 
a great estate, to sit and indulge their be- 
nevolence and humanity, in voting for a 
bill of this kind, for the relief of one de. - 
scription of persons ; but all he would ask 
of right rev. and noble lords, was, to exe 
ercise their - benevolence and humanity 
upon universal, not partial principles, and 
not to indulge their zeal for promoting 
the comforts of one set of men at the ex: 
pence and total ruin to other classes, 
equally entitled to consideration and to 
justice. 

The Duke of Clarence expressed himself 
decidedly in favour of the motion for de. 
lay. He adverted pointedly to the injus. 
tice of attempting to pass a bill of this 
nature, without hearing at their bar those 
who had petitioned the house against it, 
and whose property was so deeply affected 
by it. 
millions was embarked in our West India 
colonies, which returned annually 18 mil- 
lions to this country, producing to the 
revenue 4 millions a year. Was all this 
to be hazarded without deliberation, and 
without hearing those who were so mate. 
rially concerned? He read the titles of 
two acts of parliament passed expressly 
for the encouragement of this trade, which 
he considered as an additional and a very 
cogent reason why their lordships should 


embarked in a trade on the faith of pars 
liament. He did not considersgs any rea-— 
son for their not now coming to a decision» 
upon the subject, that, as had been stated, — 


the abolition were not. present, since it / 


wisdom of the house to proceed with the |} 


Property to the amount of 100 © 


hear, with attention, those who had thus 


some of those noble lords who supported 
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was certainly the duty of every peer to be 
in his place. He had heard a great num- 
ber of tales of cruelty exercised towards 
- the slaves by the West India planters, but 
he was acquainted with many gent. of that 
description of the highest respectability, 
whom he did not believe capable of com- 
mitting or sanctioning any such acts of 
- cruelty, and whom, if he did, he should 
be ashamed to associate with. . He con- 
cluded by declaring his intention: strenu- 
ously to support the motion of the noble 


sec. of state for postponing the bill.—The- 


question was then put on Lord Hawkes- 
-bury’s amendment, which was carried 
without a division. ‘The bill is conse- 
quently lost for the present session.—Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, July 5. 


_ [Minutes.] —The Speaker informed, 
the house, that the royal assent was noti- 
fied by commission, im the Ilouse of 
Lords, to the Corn Regulation bill, and 
to several private bills.—The Irish» Cus- 
toms and Excise bill was read a .3d time 
and passed.—An Account was presented 
from the chief sec. for Ireland of the par- 
ticulars of the compensations made by 
-the Borough commissioners. Ordered to 
lie on the table. — Mr. H. W. Poole 
brought in the Chatham, &c. Lands bill. 

Read # 1st time, and ordered to be read 
a 2d time to-moriow.—Mr. Corry moved 
for the Accomptant General of Ireland's 
abstract of the Irish Revenue, for the 
week ending Jun. 5, 1804. .Ordered.— 
On the motion that the amendments to 
the London Clergy bill he read a 2d time, 
Alderman Combe moved tu postpone them 
for 3 months; in which he was supported 
by Sir J. W. Anderson, and oppused by 
the Attorney General and Mr. Serjeant 
Best. ‘The motion was negatived, and the 
bill, with the amendments, ordered to be 
engrossed. 

{Brirish Mustum.]—The plan ap- 
proved of by the trustees for the British 
Museum, for-erecting a building to cover 
the trophies brought from Egypt, was laid 
on the table,.— Mr. Rose then adverting 
to some observations of an hon. member 
(Mr. Sheridan), respecting the accommo- 
dation which the public met with at the 
British Museum, took upon him to say, 
that the trustees had adopted a variety of 
regulations, by which every possible de- 
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gree of accommodation would be afforded: 


interesting establishment. It was now 
provided, that 75 persons might be, ad~ 
mitted per day 3 times a week, and that 


‘might be admitted in the course of the 
same day. Regulations were also adopted 
for admitting private parties 3 times a 
week ; and orders had likewise been issued 
for an easy and regular access to the read- 
ing room. In short, it would appear from 
the paper, which he should now take the 
liberty to move for, that the museum pro 
mised to furnish the means of being -both 
useful, instructive, and adequate. to the 
gratification of the public curiosity.—The 
right hon. gent, then moved, ‘ that; there 
be laid before the house a copy of the 
regulations adopted by the. trustees >for 


the reading room.”-—The paper was imme~ 
diately brought in, ordered to lie onthe 
table, and to be printed. rf 

Troops 
—T'he, Secretary at War moved, that the 
house resolve itself into a committee on 
the Foreign Troops Enlistment bill. 

Mr. Francis declared, that he felt it to 
be an imperious duty upon him to call the 
attention. of the house for a few minutes 
to the principle upon which the bill was 
framed, to the manuver in which it, was 
brought forward, and to, other) circum. 
stances connected with that measure, The 
bare running over of the clauses in the 
committee could not possibly attract that 
serious attention which such an iunportant 
measure required. [ie trusted that it 
would not be looked upon with indiffer- 
ence by the house, but that it would meet 
with such ample discussion as every con- 
stitutional question of such magnitude de- 
served. ‘To look at the principles main- 
tained by our ancestors, and for which 
they shed their blood, it will not for a 
moment be supposed that a British senate 
can silently, or almost without investiga- 
tion, authorise 2 body of 10,000 foreign 
troops to_be received into their country. 
The manner in which these troops were 
introduced, was particularly deserving of 
the attention of the house. Many of 
these troops were ulready enlisted and re- 
gimented by order of the King, for the 
better defence and greater secufity-ot ihe 
céuntry. If there existed. any necussity 
for the adoption of such a measure, he 


had not the least objection to a bili of 


by those who were desirous of yisiting that ~ 


even those who applied in the morning ~ 


admission to the museum, and likewise to — 
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indemnity being passed for what has al- 
ready taken place. ‘The introduction of 
these foreign troops, however, has not 
been attended with such parliamentary, 
forms and notices as would have attracted 
the attention of the legislature more ge- 
nerally to the measure. It does not ap- 
pear that it was resolved on originally by 
the privy council. ‘The bill says, that his 
Majesty has thought fit to employ such a 
description of troops; but it is not ex- 
pressed in the usual form, “ by and with 
the advice and consent of his privy coun- 
cil.” There not being any such authority 
vested in the crown by the constitution of 
- this country, and he being well convinced 
that it was not either the interest or the 
wish of his Majesty to do any thing which 
might be taken as a precedent hereafter, 
and which might, perhaps, on a future 
occasion, in the hands of wicked minis- 
ters, be dangerous to the liberties cf the 
people. It then became the duty of the 
house, in his opinion, to inquire who it 
was that advised the adoption of such a 
measure, in so extraordinary a manner. 
The regular parliamentary and constitu- 
tional mode of acting, he thought, would 
have been for a message to have’ been 
brought to that house from the crown 
upon the subject, and notice to be then 
given, or a day fixed for the consi- 
deration of such message. This opinion 
might, perhaps, be erroneous; but cer- 
tainly some notice ought to have been 
given of such an intention by some of his 
Majesty’s ministers. That would have 
attracted the attention of the house, and 
there would, most probably, have been 
some regular discussion on the propriety 
of such a measure. It is not sufficient to 
say that au estimate has been already 
given in; that provides for only 5250 men, 
the bill allows 10,000. ‘These men may 
also be of the Roman Catholic religion. 
He had no jealousy about religious opi- 
nions; on the contrary, be declared that 
any religion with which we are acquainted 
will, by its tenets, make any man who is 
sincere in the faith, be a better member of 
‘society in consequence of his ¢gntertaining 
suc! principles. This sincerity, however, 
is not always to be met with, and it might 
“perhaps be dangerous to tie liberties of a 
free people to admit a great body of men 
of a different persuasion from themselves 
into their country, when they would bave 
_the power of persecuting others. No 
doubt 1 might be advanced in argument, 


that we had a sufficient force to cope with 
them at any point to which they might be 
directed; but why employ these foreign 
Roman Catholics when we had such g 
number of other Roman Catholics, natives 
of this country, who were willing to em 
ploy their fortunes, and hazard their lives 
in its defence? When the services of these 
noblemen and gentlemen are positively re. 
fused to be accepted of, why should we 
have recourse to the employment of fo« 
reigners of the same persuasion? Why not 
send these troops to ludia for the defence 
of our possessions there? Why should we 
not wish to keep our own regular troopsat 
heme in preference to the disgraceful idea 
of employing foreign troops for our home 
defence ? He understood that some of our 
troops were either already gone, or were 
now under orders for embarkation to the 
East; and he appealed to the honourable, 
to the spirited and patriotic feeling ot any 
gent. present, if he did vot think that it 
was better to trust the defence of England 
to the hands of Englishmen alone ? 

The Secretary-at War said, that as to 
the hon. gent.’s first objection, the esti- 
mates, they had been brought forward 6 
months ago by his right hon. friend, the 
then Sec. at War, and the reason why they 
were not mentioned particularly, was, that 
such mention would totally have defeated 
the purpose, for the men, had it been 
known, would have been prevented from 
leaving Hanover. As to the 2d objection, 
religion; it was to be recollected, these 
were foreign troops, and if you mean to 
have foreign officers, you must take them 
of such religious persuasions as they may 
have been educated in, ‘The hon. gent, 
would prefer, it seemed, the sending these 
foreign troops to India; but they were only 
enlisted during the war; and if peace 
should speedily arrive, the idea would not 
be quite so pleasing, that, after the ex- 
pence of sending them out to India, they 
might almost immediately insist on being 
dismissed and seut home again; acircum- 
stance which must be detrimental to our 
army in India. He hoped, therefore, that 
as this was only a measure of providing for 
a certain number of brave men who were 
subjects of the same sovereign, who had 
been forced to leave their own country, 
and who were desirous to fight in defence 
of this against the atrocious tyranny which 
overspread theirs; he hoped the hon. gent, 
would withdraw his objection, and that the 
bill might proceed in its course. | 
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Colonel Hutchinson declared his readi- 
ness to make apy exertion, or submit to 
almost any sacrifice for the defence of the 
country; but he could not consider the 
present measure either wie or politic. 
Foreigners might be very successfully em- 
ployed abroad for ‘the assistance of our 
own troops, in curbing the insolence of 
the enemy. But he never could agree in 
the opinion that they would be equally 
serviceable at home. He was well con- 
vinced that a handful of natives would, in 
the dav of battle, if ever it should arrive, 
prove more effective in the defence of these 
islands, than thousands of any foreign 
force.—After a few words from Col, Cal- 
craft, the Speaker left the chair, the house, 


- jn a committee, went through the bill, and 


the report was ordered to be received to- 
morrow, 

(Civit List.]—Mr. Alexander brought 
up the report of the committee of supply 
relative to the civil list. On the question 
for the 2d reading of the resolutions, 

Mr. Johnstone rose to oppose it. He said, 
the public were, in his opinion, highly indebi- 
ed to the hon.gent.( Mr. Addington) for hav- 
ing laid the papers before the house, relative 
to this subject. There were many parts of 
these accounts which he could not at all 
approve, but as to some of them, the 
house was in such a dilemma that they 
could not refuse their assent. It seemed 
the judges of the land and foreign ministers 
were in arrear, and though ise could not 
refuse his assent to such things being pro- 
vided for, the house, he thought, should 


‘take some precautionary measure that such 


an application might not occuragain. He 
could by no means agree, in the inferences 
drawn from the arguments used with re- 
spect to the hereditary revenues which 
were always brought forward to insinuate 
that the public was only paying a debt, 
when it was called on for such large sums. 
On the coutrary, he thought his Majesty 
had been fully compensated for the here- 
ditary revenues. With respect to the ar- 
ticle of pensions, he should have no ob- 
jection to the $2,000I. a-year, if that was 
all; but there were others, which amount 
to 200,000]. and that, he thought, was 
fully sufficient for pensions given as private 
remunerations ; all the great public pen- 
sions being provided out of the consoli- 
dated fund. “He observed, that in class 
7, there had been a saving of 20,0001. and, 
in another part, there was another saving 
of 180,000]. which, he thought, with due 


oconomy, the right hon. the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, possessed of such 
ients as his were, might bave made to. 
answer any of the present exigencies, with- 
out coming to parliament for this very ex- 
traordinary addition to the civil list revee 
nue. He was ready to agree that a larger 
and more liberal provision should be made 
tor those who were employed in diploma- 
tic missions. Indeed the education of such 
persons should be wholly directed to qua- 
lify them for such appointments. ‘Those 
who were sent to represent his Majesty 
and the dignity of the country, should be 
inen of talent and of character, and not 
»esons who were sent abroad merely be. 
cause they could not live at home.—He 
had also to complain, that a measure of 
such magnitude and importance should be 
brought on at so late a period of the ses- 
sion; the more urgent demands might in 
the interim be paid; but, in his opmion, 
the more mature and final consideration 
of the measure should be deferred tll the 
beginning of next session. 

Mr. Rose contended, that all the sums 
were most accurately accounted tor, and 
that the deficit could uot be made good 
by the savings, which by no means amount- 


‘ed to what the hon. gent, seemed to ex- 


pect. Neither should it be complained 
that the measure was brought forward at a 
late period of the session. The articles 
had already been under the Consideration 
of two committeés, and the report had 
been on the table for near 3 months, 

Col. Calcraft said, the fact was shortly 
this, the hoyse was going now to add 
60,0001. a year to the civil list, more than 
what was fixed as the expenditure.18 years 
ago. When it was recollected how great, . 
a change had taken place in the circum- 
stances of the times, and in the price of 
every article af lite, this addition appeared 
to him to be necessary, otherwise debts 
must accumulate, and the application for 
similar aids must be continually repeated. 

Mr. Addington said, the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Johnstone) had complained of want. of 
notice; he begged the house to recollect, 
that he gave notice of his intention .to 
bring the business forward on the 7th of 
May, and the circumstances which pre- 
vented it were too well known for him to 
trouble the hoyse with them at that mo- 
ment. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
it was altogether unnecessary for him to 


shew that it was impossible for him to 
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bring this measure forward sooner.. That 
~ must be obvious to every one. He should, 
however, have been highly inexcuseable 
if he had not brought it fovenrd ‘during 
_ the preseut session. He insisted that, 
notwithstanding all that had been said with 
regard to the sum, nothing can or ought 
to be considered as an addition to the 
civil list, but the 60,000]1.—The resolu- 
tions were then read and agreed to, and 
‘bills ordered to be brought in thereon. It 
was ordered that it be an instruction to 
the gent. appointed to bring in the bill, on 
_ the 2d resolusion, to provide for laying an 
_ gecount of the state of the civil list, under 
certain circumstances, before parliament. 

[Corw Trape Bitri.J—Mr. Western 
moved the order of the day, for taking. 
into further consideration the report on the 
corn trade bill; which being read, he 
moved that the said report be recom- 
mitted. 

Mr. Patteson desired to know if it was 
to be recommitted to a committee above 
stairs? 

Mr. Western said, he meant it to be re- 
- committed directly to a committee of the | 

whole house. 

Mr. Jeffery said, he believed every day 
would bring forth fresh objections ;4"and4 
that after all, the country would be highly | 
_ dissatisfied with this bill. He was no way 
‘desirous the price should be kept so low as 
at present; but would have the house take: 
eare how they made prices too high. If 
they would bring the prices to 50 or 58s. 
he would have no objection. a 

Mr. Foster said, that the argument just 
‘urged by the hon. gent. would apply in a 
‘committee, ai:d no where so well, 

Mr. Morris said, that as he could not 
“bring himself to agree with the committee 
‘on the subject of this bill, he hoped he 
should be indulged with a few observations 
before the Speaker should leave the chair. 
His objection principally went to making 
any alteration whatever in the prices fixed 
in 1791. Ifthis objection had been founded 

on any more abstract theories, he should 
have his doubts as to the propriety of it ; 
_ but he had the authority of the committee 
itself against the measure, He was con- 
vinced, he said, that the corn trade re- 
quired no other encouragement from par- 
liament than the protection of the laws to 
the capital of those concerned in it. If, 
under that table of exports and imports, 
there has been a fair price to the farmer, it 
would be wrong to alter it, and, therefore, 
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he found liimself obliged to. oppose the 
present measure. 


_ Mr. H. Lascelles observed, that the obs 
ject of both those who were in favour of ° 


the bill, and those who were againt it, was 
the same ; and that object was to set the 
price of corn‘on a proper and productive 
footing. Those who.were in favour of the 
bill, wished to prevent that fluctuation of 
price, which afose in consequence of this 
country being every. year an importin 
country, instead of being able to export 
ordinary years, so as to have but a saat 
deficiency in years of scarcity. He then 
stated the prices at which corn was prohi- 
bited to be exported in the reign of Cha, If, 
when its price was muchthe same as the pres 
sent price, whereas corn, like all other things, 
ought to vary in its export price, accords 
ing to the variations of money at different 
periods. of time, He concluded by ex. 
pressing his approbation of the bill.—The 
house then weut into ascommittee of the 
whole house, Mr. H. Lascelles in the 


| chair. 


Mr. Patteson, inadverting to the prices, 
as fixed by the report, observed, that the 


| Irish gent. must of course, wish this bill 


to pass, because Ireland will be able to 
send wheat to England, at 48s. when it 
cannot be sent by foreign countries at less 
than 63s. which is an advantage of 15s. a’ 
quarter, and of 2s. Od. besides, if they 
send their wheat through us to foreiga 
countries. 


Mr. Foster said, the advantage of Ire. 
| land sending corn to this country, and this 


country to Ireland, would be equal, by 
making them apply to each other in pre- 


ference to sending their monéy to foreign - 


countries. So far the hon. gent. was right 
in his observation as to Ireland. He must, 
however, think the Irish a strange kind of 
being indeed, to suppose, that when they 
would have a right. to export directly to 
foreign markets, they should be so much 
in love with the half crown advantage, he 
spoke of, as to ship their corn to England, 


to have it unloaded, and sent through the © 


country, in order to ship it again for a fo- 
reign port. He was, however, very glad 
to acknowledge that the present bill would 
tend very much to the advantage of Ire- 
land, ‘and he hoped ‘that every member of 
the house would equally rejoice with him- 
self, in applying parliamentary provisions, 
that should equally benefit every part. of 
the united empire.—Several amendments 
were then proposed by Mr. Ryder, Mr. 
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Elliston, and Mr. Banks, after which Mr. 
Foster moved that the chairman should 
report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 
This motion was agreed to; and the house 
being resumed, the chairman reported ac- 
led, and obtained leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 


[Inism ADDITIONAL Force 


_ Sir Evan Nepean moved, that the house re- 
solve itself into a committee upon this bill. 
Mr. James Stewart proposed that it 
should first be printed as amended, in 
order that the members might have time 
to consider it. 
Sir Evan Nepean thought that such a 
measure would only tend to produce delay. 
. Mr. Foster said, he was convinced that 
the hon. gent. had no improper motive, 

» and, as he also thought that the bill re- 

‘quired many amendments, the best plan 
would be for the house first to go into. a 
committee, in which the amendments 
might be read, and afterwards printed 
along with the Bill._—On the question 
being put, 

Sir John Newport said, he had objec- 
tions to the bill, which none of the amend- 
ments that had been made to it tended to 
do away. ‘There was aneglect in omitting 
some provisions as to the supplementary 
militia; and he disapproved of the man- 


ner of levying the penalties by grand ju- 
_ efies, which was totally foreign to their 


original constitution. It was a tax which 
bore heavily upon the peasantry, and to- 
tally freed non-residents from contributing 
their proportion towards the ‘service of 
the state. 

Mr. Fostcr said, that no alteration could 
be made on that proposed mode of taxa- 
tion, without altering the common law of 
the country, It was avowedly the same 
plan which had been adopted as to every 
‘other taxation throughout the kingdom.— 
-The house went into a committee. ‘The re- 

port was brought up, ordered to be taken 
into further consideration on Thursday 
next, and the bill to be printed as amend- 
ed.—Adjourned. 


ROUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, July 4, - 


{[Manures.J~+The report of the com- 
mittee of precedents to which the petitions 
~against Mr, Justice Fox ‘were yesterday 
“vemitted, was received, declaring that the 
petitions laboured under a fundamental 
informality, and could not be entertained 


by the house. The Marquis of Abercorn 
thereupon applied for, and obtained leave _. 
to withdraw the same.+-Evidence was ,_ 
heard in Mr. Lingham’s Divorce bill; for 
the purpose of proving. Mrs. Lingham’s 
place of residence. Not being-able, how- _ 
ever, to make out their object, another | 
witness was ordered to attend on the same 
point to-morrow.—Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, July 4. 


{Minutes.]—Mr. Francis moved, that 
there be laid before the house an account 
of the sum of 1,500,666]. received by govt. 
from the E. 1. Company, with the interest 
on it to the 1st of March, 1804, which was 
accordingly ordered.-Col. Stanley pre- 
sented the minutes taken by the commit- 
tee on the petition of the Calico Printers, 
which, on the motion of that hon. gent., 
were ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed.—The house went into a commit- 
tee on Lady Kilwarden’s Annuity: bill, the 
report of which was ordered to be received 
to-morrow.—The Secretaryat War moved, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill to 
permit the Quarter-Master-General of his 
Majesty’s Forces to send and receive let- 
ters and packets free of postage. Granted. 
—In a committee of the whole house on 
the acts relating to the Irish distilleries, 
Mr. Foster submitted to the committee . 
the propriety of confirming the act of the 
32d of his Majesty, for preventing the im- 
portation of malt into Ireland, and of ' 
repealing the act prohibiting the distil- 
lation. from oats and oatmeal, <A bill was. 
ordered accordingly, which on the house 
resuming was brought up, read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a 2d time to-mor- 
row. The report of the Jamaica Free Port 
bill was received, aud ordered to be read 
a3d time to-morrow, — Mr. Foster brought 
ina bill to allow the circtilation of small 
Bank Notes in Ireland for a limited time, 
and under certain regulations, which was 
ordered to be printed, and to be read a 2d 
time on Friday next —On the motion of 


_| Mr. Foster, leave was given to bring in a 


bill for better regulating the collection of 
the revenue in Ireland, and preventing 
frauds therein. 

[Corron Manvracturers Bitt.J— 
On the Order of the day being read fér the 
house to resolve itself into a.committee on. 
the Cotton Manufacturers bill, 

Colonel Standey-rose to oppose ite He 
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said, he considered it not only vexatious to 
the parties who were the objects of it, but 
it held out no advantages beyond those 


contained in the old laws.of the 1st of’ 


Anne, and the 20th of George II. In- 
stead of putting an end to disputes be- 
‘tween masters and manufacturers, it would 
ley the foundation for fresh ones. The 
bill, besides, was wholly unnecessary; and 
to shew that it was, he would just state, 
that when he first had the honour of a seat 
in parliament, the quantity of cotton con- 
sumed by manufacturers in a year amount- 
ed to 13 millions of pounds weight; and 
the quantity now consumed was 56 mil- 
lions of pounds weight. This was a deci- 
sive proof that the trade had prospered 
under the old laws; and that there was 
BO necessity for new ones. 

Mr. Rose went into a detail of the cir- 
cumstances that gave rise to the bill of 
1800, relating to this subject. That bill 
had either been defective in its provisions, 
or its regulations had not been put in 


practice. A petition the year following 


had been presented to the house from the 
journeymen, praying that the regulations 
adopted by the bill might be put in force, 
and last year they had come forward also 
with another petition of a similar nature, 
‘The committee to which this petition had 
been referred, had come to a resolution 
that a bill should be brought in to make 
those regulations effective, but the session 
was so nearly at a close, that this resolu- 
tion could not be conveniently carried 
into effect, and the present bill iherefore 
had been submitted to the house for that 
purpose. The masters themselves had 
_ complained that they were aggrieved by 
the bill of 1800, as the men were allowed. 
the selection of arbitrators in cases where 
disputes might arise. This bill went there- 
fore to provide against such complaints, 
as well as against those of the men. By 
the present bill, neither of the parties had 
the nomination of the arbitrators, but the 
justices of the peace were to be vested 
with this privilege. The bill was not pro- 
posed as a new measure, but merely as a 
means of rendering an old one effectual. 
Mr. Francis thought that the hon. mem- 
ber opposite (Col, Stanley) had stated a 
very important fact, which ought to have 
_ great influence with the house. He hac 
told them that the trade had made very ra- 
pid progress, and had given them the data 
on which be founded this assertion. But 
it was impossible that any manufactory 


could flourish to such an extent, unless it 
had been properly conducted, and much 
less if its regulations were hostile to its 
prosperity. He argued, therefore, that 


the present existing regulations were suf. _ 


ficient for every purpose either of necess 
sity or expediency. ‘The prosperity of the 
manufacture was the best proof that every 


thing'was going on well, und they ought 


to be cautious not to interrupt this pros. 
perity by ay unnecessary measure. He 
did not think it at all necessary, in regard 


|to any disputes that might arise, to inter. 


fere with the authority of the magistrates, 
or to take the right of settling such dis- 
putes out of their hands, in order to put 
it into the hands of others.—A division 
was then called for, when there appeared, 
For the motion, 27; Against it, 8 The 
house having resumed, the report was or- 
dered to be received to-morrow. 

Trooes En ListMent 
—Mr. Huskisson brought up the report of 
the Foreign ‘Troops Enlistment bill.—On 
the question that the amendments be read 
a second time, 

Mr. Moore rose for the purpose of en- 
tering his solemn protest against the bill, 
and the principle it implied. It was founded 
on the same principl, he said, that had 
been contended for by the right hon. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the year 
1794, on the landing of the Hessian troops 
on the isle of Wight, though then discou- 
raged by almost every one of his col. 
leagues, that it was constitutional to in- 
troduce foreign troops, independently of 
the consent of parliament, as a part of 
his Majesty’s prerogative. ‘The majority 
of the house, on that occasion, supported 
the measure, but its efle:t was such as to 
incur the disapprobation of the country at 
large. It was in opposition to the spirit 
of the constitution, and offered to it a 
severe wound. ‘The present bill, he ar- 
gued, was precisely of a similar nature, 
and went to second a precedent which bad 
been so unhappily permitted to exist. The 
hon. member said he would repeat the 
questions that were put yesterday to mi- 
nisters by his hon, triend on the same 
vench (Mr. Francis). Did this measure, 
ie asked, originate in the privy council, 
and why did not this bill, in the usual 
iorm and language of such bills, state 
that his Majesty in this acted by the ac- 
vice and with the consent of his privy 
council? The best means, he thought, of 
removing objections, ‘was for the gent 
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opposite to give an explicit answer. The 
hon. gent. then considered the bill as a 
measure of state, but no case had been 
made out to shew that it had any founda- 
tion, either in necessity or in sound policy. 
He was not surprised, however, that those 
_ grounds had not been resorted to, as it 
could not have been maintained on any of 
them, without admitting that the present 
force of the country, amounting to above 
$00,000 men, was inadequate to its de- 
fence, and that to our disgrace we were to 
have recourse to foreign mercenaries. The 
introduction of foreign force into the 
country was not only unconstitutional, 
but dangerous in the extreme. In order 
to induce the house more easily to consent 
to the measure, it was stated that these 
men were Hanoverians, hitherto subjects 
of his Majesty, and consequently entitled 
to some degree of regard. This fact he 
denied, They were not all Hanoverians; 
for better than one-fourth of them were 
the sweepings and refuse of other parts of 
Germany, besides those that constituted 
his Majesty’s dominions. He complained 
that the bill, notwithstanding its import- 
ance, had not been printed for the use of 
the members. ‘This omission completely 
fixed on the measure the character he had 
given ite The hon. gent. then requested 
the house to look to the condact of Ire- 
land on a similar occasion in 1779. When 
Lord Harcourt ofiered the services of 4000 
foreign troops, in room of a greater num- 
ber that had been. draughted to America, 
though Protestants, they were rejected by 
the parliament of Ireland, who declared 
that they would accept of no foreign help, 
as they felt competent to defend them- 
selves, or if not, that they were not worth 
defending; and this, too, was at a crisis 
of danger, when the combined fleets of 
France and Spain, to our great astonish- 
ment, were in possession of the Channel. 
Instead of relying on foreigners, 58,000 
volunteers on that occasion presented 
themselves for the defence of their coun- 
try, and were wisely trusted by the then 
ministry of England. This confidence, 
the result of necessity in England, was, 
nevertheless, gratefully. received in Ire- 
land, and from that moment lessened the 
dissatisfaction that then prevailed in that 
country. He begged the house to con- 
trast the effects of a well-placed confi- 
dence with the effects of a system of re- 
bellion that had lately been too prevalent 
in that country, The hon. gent. con- 
Vou. IL, 3 


cluded by protesting warmly against every 
principle that went to encourage the intro- 
duction of foreign forces, without the pre- 
vious consent of parliameat, as unconsti- 
tutional and illegal—The report was then 
received, and the bill ordered to be read a 
3d time. 

[Revenve or Corry 
rose to beg the attention of the house for 


a few minutes. He complained that cer= 


tain statements had been made on a for- 
mer evening by the right hon. gent. oppo- 
site (Mr. Foster), which went to attach 
blame to the late administration of Ire- 
land. He was far from thinking that right 
hon. gent. had intended any misrepresen= 


tation, but at the same time the state-. 
ments he had made were far from being 


correct, and the house, he was afraid, had 
been induced to draw from them conciu= 
sions very unfavourable both to himself 
and to the govt. of Ireland. From the 
nature of the statements that had been 
laid before them, they must have drawn 
inferences very remote from the truth. 
Ile by no means imputed to the right hon. 
gent. a wish to produce this effect, nor 
did he wish to throw any obstacle im his 
way to the office that he understood he 
would soon publicly be announced to oc-= 
cupy; but he wished to vindicate Lord 
Hardwicke and others, and to shew that 
they were not lable to the imputa- 
tion that the statements he alluded to 
really bore. The right hon. gent. then 
went into a minute view of the vatious 
statements which the right hon. gent. had 
made on'a preceding evening, in regard 
to the decrease of the Irish revenue; and 
the great balances in the hands of the 
collectors. He denied that the revenue 
was much diminished, or that the balances 
iu the hands of the collectors were great 
in the manner that had been represented. 
An impression had been made on the 
house, that above half a million remained 
in the hands of the collectors, which ought 
to have been received; it would, there- 
fore, be necessary for him to state to the 
house the nature of those balances. Ia 
general, the balances were not cash re- 
ceived, but charges that had not yet been 
available. Many of the balances arose 
from insolvent arrears, and such arrears 
would happen independently of the best re. 
gulations, ‘The right hon. gent. then ad« 
verted to the debt of Ireland. He ar- 
gued, that this debt had been necessarily 


increased lately, Very considerable ad« 
30 
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ditional expences had been occasioned, 
not only by preparations against a foreign 
enemy, but by providing also against the 
designs and machinations of such at home 
as had been infatuated enough to contem- 
plate the overthrow of the govt. Other 
extraordinary expences also had been in- 
curred by winding up the Union, and by 
the compensations that had been judged 
necessary to such as had suffered by that 
measure. He adverted also to the state 
of the revenue, and attempted to account 
for the apparent decrease, as it stood in 
the statement of the right hon. gent. Dur- 
ing the troubles in Ireland, the stores 
had been exhausted, and the warehouses 
left completely empty: upon the return of 
tranquillity, therefore, a great deal of im- 
portation took place, which added very 
much to the revenue of that year. He 
could not but consider it, however, as un- 
fair to compare a year of this description 
with the one following, in which less im- 
portation even than usual would be ne- 
necessary, for the purpose of pointing out 
the decrease of revenue. He had intend- 
ed, he said, to bring forward a measure 
relating to the absentees from Ireland, 
which would have been productive, he 
flattered himself, of considerable advan- 
tage to the revenue; but certain circum- 
stances had occurred that had prevented 
him from putting his design in execution. 
He concluded by declaring the satisfaction 
he should have in regaining the good opi- 
nion of the house, which he thought must 
have been forfeited by the statements 
which he had now attempted to correct. 
The right hon. gent. then moved, “ that 
there be laid before the house a copy of the 
report of J. Croker, Esq. surveyor-general 
of the port of Dublin, as ordered by, and 
delivered to, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer in-Oct. 1802: also other reports of a 
similar kind, down to the latest period.” 
_ Mr, Foster assured the right hon. gent. 
that in the statements lately made by him, 
he had made no allusion whatever to the 
Union; nor did he say that, during the 
discussions on the Union in«Ireland, he 
had predicted what the state of her fi- 
nances would be. All he said was, that 
- two years ago, in that house, he had stated 
his apprehensions as to what the situation 
of Ireland was likely to be. He never 
alluded to the Union as being the cause of 
the failure of Irish finances. He now 
believed, -that the situation of Ireland was 
such as to be capable of great improve. 
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ment, and was increasing rapidly in pros- 
perity. And whatever he had said on the 
subject of the Union, during the discus. 
sions upon it in Ireland, he now felt it hig 
duty to forego every thing he then ad- 
vanced, ard to do his utmost endeavours 
to mend the defects of the country, and 
increase all the advantages she must de- 
rive from the measure. These were the 


sentiments that had at all times been ex- | 


pressed by him since the Union took 
place. Now with respect to the question 
of balances remaining in the hands of col- 
lectors, he must contend that there was in 
the paper before the house the sum of 
550,000]. acknowledged to be in the hands 
of collectors, And he would ask the right 
hon. gent. if he thought the officers in 
Ireland did their duty, if they suffered 
‘one-fifth of the revenue of Ireland to re- 
main in the hands of the collectors? He 
was justified in saying that the revenue 
was not collected as it ought to have 
been. What'he asserted was, that govt, 
should now be in posséssion of these ar- 
rears, and that the money was withheld 
somewhere in its passage from the pocket 
of the subject into the treasury. 

Mr. Francis thought it very unfortunate 
that the two right hon. gent. did not un- 
derstand one another. ‘There must, he 
apprehended, be some extraordinary in- 
tricacy in the question, as they could nei- 


ther convince one another, nor satisfy the . 


house which was in the right. Jf what 
the right hon. gent. on the same bench 
(Mr. Corry) had said, was really the fact, 
he was completely convinced he had 
cleared himself from every imputation of 
blame; but it was rather singular they 
could not come to a proper understand- 
ing. ‘The English members, he was sure, 
must go away very dissatisfied, as the 
right hon. gent. opposite had given no sa- 
tisfactory answer, and as the case required 
some explanation to those who were un- 
acquainted with Irish affairs. He did not 
know what the items of those balances 
might be, but he understood they must be 
arrears of money in-their hands, and that 
the arrears must be of such a nature as 
were not allowed by law to lie in-this man 
ner in hand. It would give more satis« 
faction, he thought, could the accounts 
with the different items be laid before the 
house. 

Mr. Foster said, what he meant to con- 
tend was, that every farthing of arrears 


mentioned in: the paper before the house, 


teed 
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ought to have been collected, and in the 
treasury of Ireland; that the arrears out- 
standing were those which ought not to 
have been suffered to lie out. This was 
all he could say at present; there were 
various items in the balances which would 
be laid before the house, and might be ex- 
amined hereafter: upon these he would 
give every information in his power, but 
he could not say any thing more on the 
subject, till all the accounts were laid be- 
fore the house. 

’ Mr. Hawthorne said, that in order to be 
satisfied whether the balances were actu- 
ally in the hands of the collectors, he 
applied to.a right hon, friend of his, who 
was sec. to the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, and from him he had learned, that 
@ month's credit was given for the payment 
of the duties on excise; but that the col- 
lectors were charged with the money for 
that time, although they could not have 
received it. This was the reason why so 
much money appeared to be in their hands. 
He hoped this statement would remove 
any impression that might have been made 
unfavourable to the govt. of Ireland; and 
that those who had supposed her to be, 
from the statements of the right hon. 
gent. in a sinking state, would now enter- 
tain a different opinion. 

Mr. Foster denied his having ever said 
that Ireland was in a sinking state; on 
the contrary, he had declared, that by 
great efforts she was capable of retrieving 
all those difficulties.—The motion of Mr. 
Corry was then agreed to. After which 
he moved, ‘‘ that there be laid before the 
house a copy of all the general orders 
issued by the commissioners of excise and 
customs in Ireland, since 1800, for the 
better collecting and paying in of the re- 
venues of Ireland. Ordered.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, July 5. 


Irish Stamp Duty 
bill, and the Exchequer Bills bill, were 
read a 3d time and passed.—The Counter- 
feit Dollars bill was read a 2d time, and 
ordered. to be committed to-morrow.— 
The Irish Customs and Excise bill was 
committed, and the report reccived.—The 
bill for relieving the Incumbents of certain 
livings in the city of London, was brought 
from the Commons, and read a Ist time. 


1804,—Conduct of Judge For. [950 


tions of the qualifications of deputy lieu- 
tenants and others, from the time the 
last accounts were presented, to the pre- 
sent time. 
[Conpuct or Jupce Fox. — The 
Marquis of Abercorn presented articles 
of complaint against the hon. Mr. Jus- 
tice Fox, grounded on the petition pre- 
sented against that judge. He said, that 
the articles of complaint contained every 
topic that had been noticed by him on 
former days, except what related to cer- 
tain high military officers, and that he had 
not been able yet to reduce into a proper 
form. He would only add, that whatever 
proceedings their lordships might adopt 
on this subject, whatever might be the 
form, and manner, and time of those pro 
ceedings, he would say, that he was as 
ready now to undertake the part that might 
fall to his share, as he ever could or should 
be.—The articles of complaint were then 
read: they were under four principal 
heads; the first stated, that Mr. Justice 
Fox had urged upon the grand jury of the 
county of Fermanagh, that it was their 
duty to address his Majesty to remove the 
lerd lieutenant and govt. of Ireland, with 
the intent to ‘excite discontent against his 
Majesty’s govt. The 2d stated, that Mr. 
Justice Fox had endeavoured to induce 
the commanding officer of a corps of vo- 
lunteer yeomanry to procure an address 
from the corps to the same effect, and that 
this was done with the same evil design. 
The 3d stated all the complaints which 
have appeared in the petitions of the high 
sheriff ef the county, and of the petty 
jurors; the high sheriff complaining of be- 
ing fined 5001. by Mr. Justice Fox in an 
arbitrary manner, and the petty jurors of 
being stigmatized by him, in his judicial 
Capacity, as being unworthy to serve as 
jurors in future. Under this head, also, 
was included the complaint of Mr. Hart, 
as stated in his petition. The last stated, 
that Mr. Justice Fox had grossly and wan- 
tonly insulted the Marquis of Abercorn, 
representing him as withdrawing himself 
from his duty, as a governor of a county, 
from sulky and selfish motives; and this 
article concluded with stating, that Mr. 
Justice Fox had afterwards publicly ac- 
knowledged that he had done so, to vex 
and annoy the said marquis.—The articles 
were ordered to lie on the table, and, on 
the motion of the Marquis of Abercorn, 
a copy of the same was ordered to be fur- 


Hawkesbury presented specifica- 


|nished to Mr. Justice Fox.—Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, July 5. 

E. Nepean presented 
to the house a return of the number of 
"men raised in Ireland for the army of re- 
serve. Ordered to lie on the table.—Mr. 
Alderman Combe brought up the report 
of ‘the committee on the London Coal 
Market bill, which was agreed to, and the 
bill was ordered to be read a 3d time to- 
morrow.—Sir E. Nepean brought in a bill 
to continue the act of the 27th of his pre- 
sent Majesty, for the better execution of 
the law and preservation of the peace in 
counties at large in Ireland. Read a 1st 
time.—A similar order was made with 
respect to a bill to exempt from payment 
of postage, letters and packets sent or 
riveived by the quarter-master general, 
adjutant general, barrack-master general, 
and by certain persons in each of those 
Offices; also a bill to explain and amend 
certain acts respecting Hackney Coach- 
men; also a bill to regulate the appoint- 
ment of commissioners for carrying the 
Property act into execution; also a bill to 
repeal the several duties upon stamps, and 
to enact other duties in lieu thereof.—The 
Foreign Troops Enlistment bill was read a 
3d time and passed; as was the bill to 
relieve certain Incumbents of Livings in 
London; also the bill for paving, lighting, 
and cleansing the several streets, &c. in 
the borough of Southwark.—Mr. Rose 
brought in a bill for creating certain Free 
Ports in the West Indies. Read a Ist 
time.—A message from the Lords stated 
their lordships’ assent to the Exchequer 
Bills bill, and the Irish and Scotch Stamp 
Duty bill.—Mr, Alexander brought up 
the report of Lady Kilwarden’s Annuity 
bill, which was agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be read a 3d time to-morrow. 
—The hon. member also brought up a 
farther report from the Expiring Laws 
committee; the resolutions of which were 
agreed to, and bills ordered accordingly.— 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
in a bill for the better support of his Ma- 
jesty’s household, and for the better main- 
taining the honour and dignity of the 
crown. In answer to a question from Mr, 


Johnstone, he stated, that the several 
items of the civil list, to which the pro- 

osed augmentation of the revenue was to 
be appropriated, would be laid before the 
house to-morrow. The bill was read a 
Ist time, and ordered to be printed.—Mr, 
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Foster moved the farther consideration of 
the report of the committee on the Cory 
bill. On the motion of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, a clause was added to the 
bill, by which it is enacted, that notwith. 
standing any prohibition which ;may be 
issued against the importation of corn into 
this country, any ships which may appear 
to have bond fide taken in their cargoes of 
corn in the ports of the Baltic or America, 


before they could have heen apprised of. 


such order of prohibition, shall be allowed 
to unlade, and dispose of such cargoes in 
this country. The several amendments 
were agreed to, and the bill was ordered 
to be read a 3d time to-morrow. 

AppiTionaL Force 
Sir E. Nepean moved the farther consi- 
deration of the report of the Irish Addi- 
tional Force bill. i 

Col. O’ Dell said, he understood that 
this bill was to be re-committed. 

Mr. foster observed, that if the hon, 
gent. had any objections to offer, or any 
amendments to propose, in the detail of 
the bill, he would assent to its re-com- 
mittal. 

Col. O’ Dell said, he had some objec- 
tions to offer with respect to the power 
which it was proposed to vest in the lord 


lieut. for fixing the quotas to be furnished - 


by the several counties, and he conceived 
that the committee was the proper place 
in which to state them. 

The Speaker thought it right to state, 
that at the time this bill went througha 
committee, there was an express under- 
standing that it should be re-committed. 

Mr. foster declared, that he had no obe 
jection to the re-committal, if desired. 

Mr. Dawson said he had not read this 
bill, but he had just understood from an 
hon. friend of his, that it was a very obs 
jectionable measure. His hon. friend had 
stated to him, that there was not a clause 
in it to which he did not object, except the 
last, ‘‘ that it might be altered or repealed 
within the present session.” ‘The bon, 
member wished for time to investigate the 
subject.— ‘The re-committal of the bill 
was then ordered for to-morrow,—Ade 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, July 6. 
(Mrnutes.]—The bill to prevent Irish 


offenders from coming to England, or re. 
moving from one county to another in Ire. 


953] PARL. DEBATES, Jury 6, 1804,—London Docks Bill [954 


land, went through a committee, and was 
ordered to be reported on Monday.—Wit- 
nesses were examined ih Lingham’s Di- 
vorce bill, as to the present residence of 
Mrs. Lingham. The further proceedings 
were adjourned to Monday next.—The 
bill for enabling foreigners to enlist into 
the English service, and the London Coal 
Market bill, were brought from the Com- 
mons, and read a 1st time.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, Fuly 6. 

[Minutes.]—Lord Marsham reported 
from the Middlesex committee that C. 
Willock was guilty of gross prevarication, 
_and concluded with moving, that he be 
taken into custody. ‘The motion was 
agreed to, and the Speaker issued his war- 
rant for the committal of C. Willock to 
Newgate.—A message from the Lords 
stated, that their lordships had agreed to 
the Irish Duties and Customs’ bill.—Mr. 
Owen from: the India-house, presented 
the particulars of the sum of 1,501,6661. 
received from govt. by the E. India Comp. 
together with the interest at the rate of 4 
per cent. thereon. Ordered to lie on the 
table.-—The London Coal Market bill was 
read a 3d time, and passed.—The Chat- 
ham Ordnance Land bill was reported, 
and ordered to be read a 3d time to- 
morrow.—The Hackney Coach bill was 
read a 2d time, and committed for to- 
morrow; also the Stamp Regulation bill. 


—The Civil List bill was read a 2d time, 


and ordered to be committed on Monday ; 
also the Irish County Justices’ bill.—The 
West India Free Port Bill was read a 2d 
time, and committed for to-morrow. —The 
Quarter- Masters’ Franking bill was read a 
2d time, and committed for Monday.— 
Lady Kilwarden’s Pension bill was read a 
3d time and passed.—The Expiring Laws 
bill was committed, and ordered to be re- 
ported to-morrow.—The Irish Small Notes 
bill was read a 2d time, and committed for 
to-morrow.—The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer gave notice, that on Monday next 
he should submit a proposition to the 
house respecting the holders of the Loyalty 
Loan.—The order for the 3d reading of 
the Corn Trade Regulation bill was then 
read. Several amendments were agfeed 
to, in general tending to lower the prices 
at which corn might be imported.—Some 
further regulations were suggested to be 
hecessary ; but, as the hon members who 


suggested the necessity ‘of making such 
amendments, were not prepared to submit 
them to the house at the time, the further 
reading of the bill was deferred till to- 
morrow. 

[Lorrery.]—The house having resolved 
itself into a committee of ways and means, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose to 
bring forward his motion for raising a sum 
of money for the ensuing year, by way of 
Lottery. He meant that the number of 
tickets should be 80,000, the same as last 
year; that the price of each ticket should 
be 10]. and the whole sum be 800,0001. 
The whole should be divided into 3 lotte-— 
ries. He should also propose that, instead 
of raising a specific sum at one given time, 
by which: the public might be deprived, as 
was the case last year, of the chance of 
having tickets on advantageous terms, the 
commissioners be now empowered to’ take 
advantage of the market, by making bar- 
gains from time to time. ‘This would have 
the effect of extending the competition as 
widely as possible among the individuals 
who should contract for the lottery. He 
then moved, ‘ that it be the opinion of 
the committee, that the Lords Commis- 
sioners of his Majesty’s treasury have power 
to contract for the sum of 800,000l. to be 
raised by lottery tickets, each ticket not 
to exceed 101.” The resolution was agreed 
to, and the house being resumed, the re- 
port was ordered to be received to- 
morrow, 

[Loxpon Docxs Briu.]—Mr. Huskisson 
said, he supposed the motion he was about 
to make, was one which no gent. would have 
any objection to. On the contrary, he be- 
lieved it would give satisfaction to every 
body, to hear that the London Docks, to- 
wards the opening of which he now pro- 
posed certain regulations, were in such a 
state of forwardness, that it was expected 
they would be opened for the reception and 
accommodation of shipping, early in the 
month of Sept. The bill he meant to 
move for, was to have three objects in 
view. First, to give additional facility to 
the trade of the port of London; 2d, to 
provide for the greater security of that 
trade ; and 3d, to provide for the greater 
security of the revenue arising out of it. 
There would be in the bill a variety of de- 
tails, which he should not now enter into; 
but these constituted its principal objects. 
All the regulations that should be con- 
tained in the bill, had been already con- 
certed and planned by the ditectors of the 
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eompany ; and met with the approbation 
of. all, to whom they had been submitted. 
He then concluded with moving, “ that 
leave ke given to bring in a bill for the 
warehousing certain goods within the limits 
of certain docks, which were made under 
the provisions of an act of the 40th of the 
king, for the better accommodation. and 
security of shipping in the port of Lon- 
don.” Leave given. 

AppitionaL Forex 
On the motion that the house should re- 
solve itself into.a.committee on the Irish 
Additional Force Bill, 

Mr. Giles, observed, there was aclause 
which yested a power in the lord lieut. to 
order what sum he may think fit to be given 
to the different parishes for the raising df 
their quota of men, He did not mean to 
insinuate, by amy means, that a person: jn 
that high official situation would, in any 
instance, be guilty of an abuse. of such 
power. The rule by which bounties were 


formerly fixed in parishes was, to allow 
them three-fourths of the general regula- 
tion bounty, at the time of their quota 
being raised. There was a possibility, 
however, that by resigning a parliamentary 
power up to the discretion of an indivi- 
dual, he might order, that in particular 


eounties or districts, only one guinea 
should be given for each man so raised. 
To prevent all possibility of a misapplica- 
tion of discretionary power, he should 
move that the terms of the clause be al- 
tered, so as to allow the parish bounties 
to be 3-4ths of the regulation bounty as 
heretofore. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed 
im this suggestion, and consented that 
3-4ths of the bounty for the. line should 
be specified. 

Mr. Sheridan expressed his approbation 
ef the amendment. He was always averse 


40 vesting extraordinary powers in any 


dividual, while such powers were usually 
exercised by parliament. According to 
the original wording of the clause, coun- 
ties which were suspected of disaflection, 
without there being any proof of the exist- 
ence of such disaffection, might possibly 
be allowed such very smali bounties that 
it would be impossible for them to raise 
the men without paying more than the pe- 
nalty which the law would levy of them in 
case of their total neglect or omission. 
The consequence of this would be, that 
they would pay the 201. to govt., and they 
wight raise men where they could get them 
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cheaper. The bill would: then become a 
money bill, instead of a bill for raising men 
In such counties. The same defect, how- 
ever, existed in the English Additional 
Force bill, which had passed the house, 
He hoped that the clause would be amend. 
ed early in the next session of parliament, 
To this amendment he was very certain the 
Irish gent would very readily give their 
support, as they had been so very, active in 
supporting that measure, even with such 
an inaccuracy among the provisions of the 
bill,—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Saturday, July 7. 


[Minutzs.]—Mr. Foster gave notice, 
that he should move a vote of credit for 
Ireland, and also the ways and means, on 
Monday next.—Mr. Swinburne presented 
at the bar the annual accounts of the com- 
‘missioners of Westminster-bridge, which 
were laid on the tablee—The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer delivered the following 
message, at the bar of the house, from his 
Majesiy: G. R.—His Majesty, relying 
** on the experienced zeal and affection of 
‘¢ his faithful Commons, and considering 
“ that it may be of the utmost importance 
“to provide for such emergencies ag 
‘‘ may arise, is desirous that this house 
‘“‘ will enable him to take all such mea. 
‘¢ sures as may be necessary to disappoint 
“‘ or defeat any enterprise or design of his 
‘“¢ enemies, and as the exigencies of affairs 
-“ may require.” On the motion of Mr, 
Pitt, it was ordered to be referred to q. 
committee of supply.—Mr. Pitt presented 
an estimate of the annual charge on the 
civil list, which was laid on the table.— 
The Irish Commissioners’ bill, and the 
‘ London Dock Warehousing bill, were read 
a first time.—Mr. Alexander brought up 
the report of the Irish Additional Force 
bill, which was agreed to, and the bill was 
ordered to be read a 3d time on Monday, 
as was also the Irish Malt bill.—The Chas 
ham Land bill was passed.—Mr. Alexan- 
der brought up the report of the commit- 
tee of Ways and Means for granting a sum 
to his Majesty by way of Lottery, which 
was agreed to, and a bill ordered thereon,— 
The Tobago Free Port bill was ordered to 
be reported on Monday next.--The house 
in a committee, went through the bill for 
the better execution of the laws in the 
counties at large in Ireland, and ordered 


the report to be received on Monday. 
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Corn Corn Trade 
bil was read a 3d time, and several amend- 
ments brought up and agreed to, On the 
question that the bill do pass, ; 

Col. Stanley said, he wished that the ge- 
neral average had been taken by the dis- 
tricts of the whole country, and not by 
the maritime districts only. He wished 
also that the price had been lower, . as it 
would particularly affect the interests of 
the people ia Lancashire, who do not 


tended, that it was unjust ‘and oppressive 
to subject that part of the country tothe’ 
same general and unyielding regulations, 
which, in other districts, might be very 
proper; but which, in Lancashire, from 
the insufficient quantity of grain prowa 
‘there, the uncertainty and expence of im- 
portation from‘abroad, and the want of 
easy water communication with corn coun- 
ties, «must operate as’ a most grievous 
hardship.—The ‘bill was then read a Sd 


grow so much corn in some years as | time and passed.—Adjournied. 


amounts to the demand of the people re- 
siding in the county. 

Mr. Western was certain the hon. gent. 
had'no occasion to be alarmed in the man- 
ner which he seemed to be. He had made 
a most accurate observation respecting the 
average prices in the county of Lancaster, 
and those ‘of the maritime counties, and 
he had found the difference so small, that 
he thought it could hardly be felt. He 
mentioned the average prices at several 
different periods, in order to shew that 
Lancashire was no more likely to suffer 

from the present average prices than any 
other county. 

Mr. Jefferey thought that the landed in- 
terest had in this bill fixed the prices so 
high, that the parliament would be obliged 
to lower them in the next session. 

Mr. Fellowes said, the object of the bill 
was to keep the prices as equal.as possible ; 
and, at the same time, to give a due en- 
couragement to agriculture. This was 
what the Janded interest were particularly 
interested in, and which he thought it 
their peculiar duty to attend to. 

Mr Foster said, he should be sorry the 
house should part with any idea that Lan- 
cashire was likely to be injured by the ope- 

ration of this bill, He was certain that 
could never be the case, as that county 
had Ireland and Quebec open to it when 
corn came toa certain price; and the Bal- 
tic was also open to it after a fixed price, 
which, though not so immediate, was such 
as to take away that degree of alarm whicl 
the hon. member had mentioned. | 
Mr.‘Leigh opposed the measure, on the 
ground that'it ‘would tend to raise the 
price of corn precisely at those times in 
which many of the commercial parts of the 
country would, from stagnation of trade, 
be least ‘able to bear such an ‘augmenta- 
tion. ‘Hehad particularly in his contem- 
plation that part of the kingdom with 
which ie was himself connected, the come 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, July 9. 


[Minures.j]—In the appeal, Hogg, vo. 
Lashley, the Lord Chancellor spoke for a 
considerable time; after which the judg- 
ment was postponed till to-morrow.—Mr. 
Valence, from the Victualling-office, pre- 
sentéd an Account of all contracts for'serv- 
ing the Royal Navy wth Wine, from the Sth 
of Jan. 1800, to the 5th of June 1804.—Mr. 
Montague, from the‘Chamberlain of the 
City of London’s office, presented certain 
Accounts annually laid before parliament, 
agreeably to'an act of parliament.—The. 
bill for granting an annuity to the ‘family 
of the late Lord Viscount Kilwarden, | the 
bill for amending an-act for'the better re. 
gulating of Chimney-sweepers ‘and 'their 
Apprentices, the bill for vesting ‘certain 
messuages in ‘Trustees, for the use of his 
Majesty’s Ordnance, and the Corn Bounty 
Regulation ‘bill; were brought from the 
Commons, and read the Ist tim:e.—Ad- 
journed, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. : 
Monday, July 9. 

[Minures.]—The Chimney Sweepers 
and the Wedenbeck Ordnance bills ‘were 
read a $d'time and: passed.—A_ message 
from the Lords informed:the house, that 
their lordships had agreed:to the Counter- 
feit Dollars bill.—Lord Marsham reported 
from the committee ‘appointed ' to try the 
merits of the several petitions complaining 
of an undue election for the county of 
Middlesex ; that it was the opinion of the 
committee, that Sir Francis Burdett, Bart. 
was not duly elected; that W. Main. 
waring, Esq. was duly elected, and ought 
to have been returned:as the sitting: mem- 


ber ‘at ‘the ‘said election. Buaut:it having © 


been proved before the committee, that 


‘mercial county of Lancaster, and, he con- 


‘Wy Mainwaring,..Esq. did commit .certajn 
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acts of bribery at that election, the com- 
mittee resolved, that he was thereby inca- 
‘ pacitated from sitting in the present par- 
liament; and that the said election was 
_ void, so far as it related to Sir F. Burdett. 

The committee also resolved, that none of 
the petitions, nor the opposition made to 
them, were frivolous or vexatious.—Lord 
Marshain then moved, “‘ that a new writ 
be issued for the election of a knight of 
the shire for the county of Middlesex, iv 
the room of Sir F. Burdett, whose election 
was declared void.’’—Lord Marsham then 
reported certain other resolutions from 
the committee, which were as follow: 
“that on the 13th, 14th, and 15th days 
of the poll, when there was a majority of 
legal votes in favour of W. Mainwaring, 
Esq. Robert Albion Cox, Esq. and Sir W. 
Rawlins, Knt. the sherifis who presided at 
the election, did wilfully, knowingly, and 
corruptly, poll 300 persons, claiming a 
right to vote, under a fictitious pretence 
that they were freeholders, in consequence 
of being joint proprietors of a certain 
mill, called the *‘ Good-Intent mill,” si- 
tuate in the parish of Isleworth; and that 
on the 15th day of the poll, after a ma- 
jority was thus tstablished for Sir F. Bur- 
dett, the said sherifis rejected the votes of 
several other persons, on the same grounds 
for which they had admitted those of 
others; that they refused to hear counsel 
upon those votes. ‘That the said sherifis, 
in thus deciding on the validity of such 
votes, had acted contrary to the conduct 
pursued by themselves on other occasions, 
and in gross violation of their duty. And it 
appeared to the committee, that the obvious 
tendency of their conduct was to admit per- 
sons not havinga right to poll, and to hold 
out an encouragement to the commission of 
perjury.” On the motion of Lord Marsham, 
the report was then ordered to be taken 
into consideration on to-morrow se’nnight, 
also to be printed; and it was ordered 
that so much of the minutes of the evi- 
dence taken before the committee, as re- 
lated to the said report, be laid before the 
house for the use of the members.—T'he 
* Attorney General obtained leave to bring 
in a bill.to obviate certain inconveniencies 
experienced in the Accomptant General’s 
office in. the courts of Chancery, in the 
€xecution of the Property Tax act.—A 
new writ was ordered to be issued for 
member to serve in parliament for the 
“borough of Knaresborough, in Yorkshire, 


in the room of W. Cavendish, Esq, who 
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accepted the Chiltern Hundreds, —Phe 


Lottery bill was brought in by Mr. Hus.’ 
kisson, read a Ist, and ordered to be read 
a 2d time to-morrow.—The Irish Addi. 
tional Force bill was read a 3d time and 
passed; as was the Irish Malt Duty bill... 
The Civil List bill, the Irish Officers’ Fee ~ 
Regulation bill, and the London Docks bill, 
were read a 2d time, and ordered to be com. 
mitted.—-T'he house having resolved into a 
committee, Mr. Foster moved, * that 
the chairman should be instructed to apply 
to the house for leave to bring in a bill to 
permit Spirits distilled in Ireland to be 
warehoused for exportation, and also to 
regulate the exportation of such spirits as 
shall not be warehoused.”—The motion 
was agreed to, the house resumed, and the 
report was ordered to be brought up to. 
morrow.—The Hackney Coach bill was 
reported, and ordered to be read a 3d 
time to-morrow.—Mr. Johnson, from the 
office of the Chief Secretary of Ireland 
presented at the bar an Account of the 
amount of payments into the Irish Trea- 
sury, of balances in the hands of the Re+ 
ceiver General, and also of the Post Office. 
Ordered to lie on the table and tobe 
printed,—-'he West India Free Ports bill, 
and the Irish County Lew Execution bill, 
were reported, and ordered to be read a 
3d time to-morrow. 

[AppirionaL Stamp Duttss 
—On a motion being made by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, “ that the Addi. 
tional Stamp Duties bill be committed on 
Wednesday next,” 

Mr. Sheridan rose to express his earnest 
wish that some longer time might be al- 
lowed for considering a medsure of so im- 
portant and complicated a nature as the 
present. It was of this importance, that 
uo less a sum than 800,000], was proposed 
to be raised on stamps, in addition to the 
duties they already paid. He thought this 
measure was nothing more than a modifi- 
cation, or a consolidation of the old duties; 
instead of which, it went to make an enor- 
mous addition to them. As the schedule. 
now stood, it was impossible to understand 
the subject, or know the difference between 
the new and the old duties. In one co- 
lumn there should have been an account of 
the old duty, and in another, and a cor- 
responding, there should be an account of 
the new duties; he hoped something of 
this kind would be done, and that longer 
time might be allowed, to enable gent. to 
understand the measure ; which at present, 
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appeared to be unjust, oppressive, and not 
ikely to be productive. A great number 
of persons, whose interest was likely to be 
affected by the bill, were much alarmed on 
account of it. and for that reason, he 
hoped the right hon. gent. would have no 
objection to postpone it to Friday or Mon- 
day next, The hon. gent. afterwards 
moved that it should be postponed to 
Fridaynext. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that the hon. geut. must certainly have 
been mistaken, if he had supposed that this 
measure would be nothing more than a 
simple consolidation of the duties on 
stamps, without any addition being made 
to the old duties, . It must be in the recol- 
lection of the house, that the right hon. 
gent. who lately filled the office which he 
now held, did a considerable time ago, give 
notice that a proposition would be made to 
raise the sum of 800,0001. by making an 
addition to the Stamp duties ; therefore, 
neither the house nor the public, could 
have been taken by surprise on the subject ; 
and when he himself brought forward the 
measure, a week ago, he said the schedule 
should be printed, which was done on 
Saturday last; and, without stating what 
the items were at tuat time, he barely ob- 
served, that an addition of 1-third, and, 
in some respects, of 1-4th, was intended 
to be laid ou the existing duties. ‘There 
would be time enough to consider this bill 
before it should pass; and as he saw no 
reason why the house might not enter into 
the discussion of it on the day proposed, 
he could not ugree to put it off. 

Mr. Martin wished the bill to be post- 
poned, 

Mr. Fonblanque observed, it was very 
true, the house might have heard of its 
being intended to increase the stamp du- 
ties; however, the question at preseut did 
not apply to the principle, but to the de- 
tail of the measure, and it wasin order to 
understand the. detail, that time was re- 
quired. But, for his own part, he objected 
to the principle of it, because it went di- 
rectly to affect the administration of jus- 


tice in a most extraordinary manner; and. 


he would ask the house if it would be fit to 


put it in the power of any individual to go. 
forth and say, he could not find justice on 
account of the enormous expence attend-. 


ing all legal proceedings ? Ile was sorry to 
find that & measure of this kind should be 


60 much treated as a matter’ of course. 


Vou. Ij, 


This was not a time to oppress the house 
with measures of this kind; every thing 
should be done that might secure thei 
confidence in the govt. He really be- 
lieved the right hon. gent, now felt doubts 
on the subject of this measure ; that he 
had resorted to it, not as a measure of 
choice, but of necessity; and that he di 
not do so without a considerable degree of © 
anxiety. He ought to have coe 
every man in the house, and in the coun- 
try, capable of giving him information, be- 
fore he thus invaded the admipistration o 
justice. If this bill’should pass into a law 
as it now stood, the officers of the courts 
of justice would no longer be able to go 
through their ordinary business; they 
could not raise their prices, for these were 
fixed by law, The fees of the courts were 
fixed and stationary, and they must conti- 
nue so, unless changed by act of parlia- 
ment. He would ask the right how: gent, 
whether these persons ought not now to be 
heard against this bill, and whether suffi- - 
cient time and opportunity ought not to be 
allowed them'for that purpose? ~ . 
The Attorney General said, he was ¢cer- 
tain that all persons interested in this mea- 
sure would have full information of it, and 
have sufficient opportunity to state their 
grievances. ‘The schedule of the new du. 
ties was delivered on Friday last, and the 
parties interested must have had time be- 
tween then and Wednesday next, to con- 
sider it, 
Dr. Laurence said, he was confident that 
those who introduced this. measure did 
not, at the time, understand the details of 
of it; and, therefore, he hoped that suf 
ficient time might be allowed for consider- 
ing them. Ve insisted that the bill would 
produce great: mischiefS.in the courts in 
which he practised; he’ instanced one 
case (the Marquis of Wincbester’s) where 
the stamps of the pleadings amounted to 
731.; but by the present bill, would have. 
amounted to between 11 and 12,001. Al+ 
though this part of the bill had beén cor- 
rected within the last few hours, yet, when 
such monstrous inconveniences might pro= 
ceed from a single clause in it, he thought 
it was a very sufficient reason to take full 
timeto discuss it before it should pass inté 
a law. “He should wish'to give professiona} 
men time to consider it, a 
Lord 4. Hamilton was of opinion, that 
a meusire of the kind now before the 
house, ought not to be hurried through 
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- without attending to its details, and ase 
short delay could be productive of no bad 
consequences, he professed himself ready 
to support the motion. r 
Mr. Sheridan said, the schedule was 
only printed on Saturday, and the persons 
who were the objects of the bill had not 

got it until that morning. 
_ The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
had that morning received a copy of re- 
solutions entered into last Saturday by 
several persons calling themselves a Law 
Society ; and although, according to the 
hon. gent.’s statement, they had not re- 
ceived the schedule until that morning, 
they passed those resolutions, probably 
without knowing any thing of the subject. 
It appeared, therefore, that they were pre- 
pared to oppose the measure. before they 
Saw it; it could not, therefore, be con- 
tended that they wanted information on the 
subject. For his own part, he did not 
how wish to argue the question; nor was 
this the proper stage for arguing the general 
groves As to the fact stated by a 
earned gent. on the other side of the 
house, of a certain rate of duty being in- 
creased from 731, to 1200]. that was merely 
defect in a particular item, which had 
been rectified, and which might be amend- 
ed in the committee. The lawyers had no 
oceasion to be so alarmed as they appear- 
ed to be; they surely were not that de- 
fenceless class of beings who were likely 
to sustain an injury, in the manner that 
was stated; and he himself had too high a 
Tespect for a profession to which he once 
is meal to propose any measure that 

would subject them to inconvenience. 
__ Dr. Laurence could not help thinking 
that the bill was not understood by those 
who had brought it forward, and that if 
they themselves did not understand the va-. 
rious details of the measure, it could not 
be supposed that the house could imme-| 
diately understand the subject without pro-; 
per deliberation. 
Mr. Windham thought it was natural 
that delay was wished for, when a bill of 
- this kind came upon men by surprise, aud 
wheu the author himself was not’ well 
quainted with it, It was a bill which 
amounted to something very great in its 
consequences; and, in discussing it, it was. 
necessary to have the aid of persons out of 
that house; and the very circumstance of 
ple being unacquainted with it, was the 
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The house then divided, when there ap. 
peared for the original motion 78, against 
it 33. The commitment of the bill was 
accordingly ordered for Wednesday. 

(Vores or Crepit,]—The house hay. 
ing resolved itself into a committee of sup. 
ply, and his Majesty’s message, with seve. 
ral estimates and accounts, being referred 
to he same; and the message being then 
read, : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that in consequence of the recommenda- 
tion contained in his Majesty’s most gra, 
cious message, he should vote that the 
sum of 2,500,000], be granted by avote of 
credit, and the object would be to enable 
his Majesty to provide for any unforeseen 
expences which the exigencies of affairs 
might require. But, besides the expences 
that might hereafter be incurred, there 
were others for which no provision had 
been made iv the supplies of the year, and 
which should be paid out of this sum, 
Among these was the sum of between 5 and 
600,0001. for paying the arrears on the 
civil list. The next was the sum of 
320,0001. to make good the deficiencies in 
the estimates of the navy. The additional 
expence attending volunteer corps, in con- 
sequence of the days of exercise having 
been increased, and so great a number 
(170,000 men) having been called out on 
‘permanent duty, amounted to 160,000L 
The whole expence was 1,200,000. As 
other corps were still likely to come out 
on permanent duty, it would be necessary 
to reserve a sum of between 20 and 
30,0001, for meeting that expence. After 
the expences already incurred should be 
| defrayed, there would remain a sum of 
about 1,300,000]. applicable to any emer- 
gencies that might arise. He then moved 
that the sum of 2,500,000]. be granted to 
his Majesty; which was agreed to. ; 

Mr. Foster moved a similar vote of cre 
dit, for 800,000]. for Ireland, which was 


| also agreed to. 


(Britisu Muszum.]—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer said, he should next call the 
attention of the committee to a subject 
which had produced some conversation on. 
a former day. He alluded to the British 
Museum, Since then, a plan and estie 
| nate had been laid before the house, from 
which he was confident every gent, would 
be satisfied that every necessary enquiry 
had been made on the subject. He then 


peo 
, best reason why it ought to be delayed.— 


‘moved, “ that the sum of 80001. be grant- 
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ed to the trustees of the British Museum, 
to enable them to curry into execution the 
trust committed to them, 

Mr, Johnstone said, he had understood 
from a right hon. gent. opposite, that a 
regulation had been adopted, of admitting 
75 persons instead of 35, every day to the 
Maseum. He was certainly lappy to hear 
of thisimprovement; but thought the right 
hon. gent, might have been candid enough 
to have told them when this regulation 
was- introduced, as to his surprise h~ had 
beard, that it had only existed since the 
8th of June last. 

‘\ Mr. Rose could not hear without asto- 
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sent trade. He then moved, “ that the 
sum of 28,0001. be granted for the support 
of the settlement of Sierra Leona.” 

Mr. Dent opposed the grant of this mo- 
ney, as being to be paid for the interests of 
a colony that was not deserving that con-_ 
sideration which many persons gave to it, 
and which, he was sorry to observe his 
right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) was so aged 
to favour. He referred to the report o 
Capt. Hallowell, who had been sent out 
on purpose to inspect. the state of the co- 
lony, and who had given it as his decided 
opinion, that it could never be of any ser- 
vice to this country. He insisted, that as 


nishment the insinuation of the hon. gent.,| a commercial concern, it had entire] 


-as he had expressly stated on the occasion 
alluded to, that the’ new regulation had 
taken place in the course cf the month of 
June last. 
The Speaker said, that being one of the 
trustees of the Museum, in virtue of the 
situation -he had the honour to fill in that 
house, he could not let this matter now 
“pass by unexplained. So far back as two 


years ago, the trustees had paid attention 
to this very subject, which was now under 
_ discussion, and had agreed that additional 
officers should-be appointed, and greater 
facility afforded the public. 


The house 
must, therefore, perceive, that the measure 
recently adopted was not a sudden altera- 
tion, but one that had been long deter- 
mined: ypon.—The resolution was then 
agreed to. 
(Sterra Leona.J—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer said, he should next move a 
sum of money for the establishment of 
Sierra. Leona. Last year 10,000]. had 
been voted ; but the grant was delayed on 
account uf the report made of the state of 
the settlement hy a naval officer, who had 
been on that station. This officer had 
since been examined before the commitiee 
of that house, and their report must con- 
vince the house of the utility of that esta- 
blishment, Besides the 10,0001. already 
voted, and 80001. for fortifications, there 
would also be required the sum of 10,0001. 
more; making in‘ all 28,0001. He was 
confident that this colany would make a 
considerable progress in promoting indus- 
try among the natives of Africa; and, when 
similar settlements should be formed in 
other parts of the coast, a proof wauld be 
afforded how superior free labour was to 
that of staves; and a system might at 
length be established much more congenial 

Wo the feelings of every man than the pre-. 


failed; and, asa proof of it, he asserte 
that the’shares of the company were now 
at 95 per cent. discount. It was therefore 
evident it was a speculation which had 
failed, and which obstinacy alone was the 
occasion of persisting in. Even the Ma- 
roons, who had been sent there, were de- 
sirous of being removed; and he could not 
consent to vote away the money of his 
constituents for the purpose of supporting 
so losing a concern, | 

Mr. Windhem said, the original object 
to form a settlement there, was with a 
view of civitizing the manners of the peo 
ple, and by degrees to get rid of the slave 
trade. The question appeared to him to 
stand thus: if it does not answer as a com- 
}inercial concern, is it likely to do so in 
any other? He approved of any plan that 
had for its object to teach men the arts 
of civil life; but he confessed that he en- 
tertained much doubt of the practicability 
of the project under consideration. 
' Mr. Fuller said, he heard a good deal 
about justice and humanity, but there was 
a great deal of distress among the people 
of this country, and therefore he con- 
demned every proposition for granting 
money for the support of visionary schemes 
of philanthropy. In his opinion, ‘ charity 
ought to begin at home.’ 

H. Thornton said, no infant colony 
was ever set on foot without having great 
difficulties toencounter, and without being” 
aided and assisted by govt. The Sierra 
Leona company had certaily encountered 
very severe difficulties. They had struggled 
with a war of ten years continuance, under | 
great disadvantages; during the greatest 
part of which time they had no fort to pro- 
tect them against the attacks of the natives, 
which was one considerable cause of the 


ws success of the settlement. The chief 
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evils were now removed, and the question 
was, whether. parliament having | trans- 
planted colonies there from Nova Scotia 
(the Maroons, &c.), will continue to sup- 
por, the expence, or will stop short at the 
present moment? In his opinion, parlia- 
ment were in some respect bound to give 
this support. The company had actually 
- expended the sum asked for, and had not 
received the 10,000]. voted last year. The 
company could not support the colonies 
which had been thrown on them by govt. 
nor could they at present withdraw them- 
Selves from the concern.. The sum now 
proposed to be voted, was to indemnify 
- the company till govt. should take the 
colonies formed there into their own hands, 
at which time, whenever it might arrive, 
the company were willing to resign it.- 
Dr. Laurence considered this as an ex- 
periment of philanthropy, and as such ap- 
proved of it; but thought, that the expe- 
- rience of 16 years was sufficient to shew, 
that this experiment was not likely to suc- 
‘ceed;. he therefore thought the house 


should pause before it assented to the mo-. 


tion proposed, 


Lord Henry Petty thought the case stood |. 


thus; either that we must abandon this co- 
‘lony altogether, and with it avy, idea of 
cultivativg a liberal intercourse with the 


people of Africa, or else the institution, 


must have the. support demanded. ‘The 
latter was certainly the alternative which 
‘ his sense of duty urged him to advocate. 
‘The principle of this plan was extended in 
the way mentioned by the right hon. mover 
of the proposition before the committee, 
he had not the least doubt that it would 
tend to the benefit of the people of Africa, 
and redound highly to the honour and glory 
of this country.. \ 

Patteson’said, that from the evi- 
‘dence he had heard before the committee, 
he was convinced the sett]-ment could 
never answer, and was, therelore, averse 
from voting the public money to support 


_ Mr, [Wilberforce strongly recommended 
perseverance in this laudable undertaking, 
‘which, even from the experieuce already 
had, proved that the people of Africa 
were capable of free labour and cultiva- 
‘tion, This experience, however, was not 
a sufficient criterion of the practicability of 
‘the plan, for this reason, that since the 
“commencement it had never had a fair 
‘trial, this couutry having been almost the 


whole of the time engaged in war, The 
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forts proposed to be erected were become 
necessary for the defence of the settlers 
ugainst. our European enemy, and also 
against any attacks from the natives, 
Mr. Francis observed, that it now aps 
peared, that instead of seeking to culti- 
vate a liberal intercourse with the natives, 
we were about to construct forts. to terrify 
them. . The apprehension of attack from 
them was very natural, for he saw no 
right that we had at all to take possession 
of their land, or make an establishment 
there. He was surprised the company 
should attempt to persist, after so many 
years experience, that. they could not 
make the settlement answer as a commere 
cial concern. He doubted much whether, 
from such people as we were likely to 
carry there, the morals of the natives will 
be considerably improved. He rather 
feared, that our endeavours to settle there, 
would be the means of carrying among 
them bloudshed and desolation. 
H. Thornton explained, the 
course of which he said, he thought parse 


liament in some degree pledged to grant. 


this support annually. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
could not consider the bouse as pledged to 
uny thing further than the grant of the 
present year; it might perhaps become a 
permanent vote, but that will depend on 
circumsta ices, 
Mr. Fuller said, that the way in which 
che purchase of the land was inade, was 
by getting the king of the country drunk, 
and when he was well soaked with brandy, 
he gave an excellent bargain. He asked 
whether it was delicate for those whe were 
concerned in this colony, te vote for a re 
solution which went to put money into 
their own pockets ? 
Mr. [Wilberforce stated, that nothing 
could be more unlikely, from the charac- 
ter of the officer who purchased. these 
lands and from other circumstances, than 
that the purchase had been made while 
the king was drunk,—The question was 
then put and carried without a division, 
though the gallery was cleared for a few 
minutes.— On strangers being re-adinitted, 
the ¢onimittee were voting va.ious resolu- 
tiong of sums to be granted for miscellaner 
gus geryices, such as law charges, Bower 
street, police, conviction of felons, the 
stationary for the two houses of parliay 
ment, &c. After which the report was ot+ 
dered to be received to-morrow. 
_ The house then resolved itself into a come 
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snittee of ways and means, in which the 


‘Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that 


‘the sum of 2,500,0001. grauted by the com- 
mittee of supply, be. raised by loans on 
Exchequer bills.” Ordered—Mr. Foster 
moved, “ that the sum of 800,0001. Irish 
currency, granted in the committee of 
supply, be raised in Ireland by Exchequer 
bills.” Ordered.—It was also resolved, 
that towards raising the supply, there 
-ghould be a stamp duty of 5s. on eve 
promissory bank uote, from 201. to 100). 
“gl. 3s. on game certificates; 1s. 1d. on 
all boxes, &c. containing patent or quack 
medicines; and 10]. per cent, on ware- 
housing home-made spirits in Ireland. 
The report was ordered to be received to- 
‘moorrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, July 10. 


[Mrxutrs.]—~The royal assent was 
given, by commission, to 14 public and 
‘private bills: among the former were the 
‘Scotch Additional Defence bill, the Irish 
Customs Regulation, Linen Manufac- 
turers, Irish Stamp Duties, and the East 
India Prize Goods bill. ‘The Lords Com- 
“missioners were, the Lord Chancellor, ‘the 
‘Earl of Dartmouth, and Lord Walsing- 
ham.—The Irish Additional Defence bill 
was brought up from the Commons by Sir 
_E. Nepean, and read a Ist time.—The 
Lord Chancellor quitted the woolsack, and 
resumed the delivery of his opinions rela- 
tive to the appeal Hogg v. Lashley; which 
‘having done at considerable length, he 
expressed his wishes to learn the general 
sense of their lordships upon the subject, 

articularly the opinions of a noble ‘and 
‘learned friend (the Earl of Rosslyn), who 
had paid a considerable degree of atten- 
tion to the investigation of the case, pre- 
‘viously to his reducing the propositions 
thereon to regular form, for the final de- 
cision of their lordships. The Earl of 
Rosslyn delivered his opinions shortly 
upon the case, and seemed entirely to con- 
cur with the leading positions advanced by 
his noble and learned friend. The farther 
consideration of the case was then ad- 
journed till Thursday next.—The bills 
upon the table were forwarded in their 
respective stages—The Corn Trade biil 
‘was ordered to be printed for the use of 
their lordships.—Farl Stanhope presented 
@ petition from Mr. Ffancis Chambers, 
of Liverpogl, against the bill, 


alleging that the measure would have an 
injurious tendency, especially in the county 
of Lancaster, that it would tend to in- 
crease the poor’s rates, &c. and praying 
to be heard by his counsel against. the bil 
The petition was ordered to lie on the tar 
ble. —Adjourned, | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, July 10. 


[Minutes.]—The house was summonzd_ 
by the Black Rod to the bar of the House 
of Lords, where the royal assent was 
given, by commission, to the Irish Cus+ 
toms and Excise Duty bill, the Irish Stamp 
Duty bill, the Exchequer Bills bill, and 
the Irish Linen Manufacture bill.—On 
the motion of Mr. Barnard, it was or- 
dered that there be laid before the house 
an account of the grants tor forwarding 
the grand canal of Ireland, since its com. 
mencement, together with a copy of the 
correspondence between the directors of 
the Grand Canal Company, and the com-~ 
missioners of Inland Navigation, relative 
to the lowering of the tolls, and the pro- 
gress that had been made towards that 
object.—-The Hackney Coach bill, and the 
Cotton Manufacturers bill, were read a 
3d time and passed; as was the bill for 
the preservation of the peace in the coun- 
ties at large in Ireland, and the Jamaica 
Free Port bill.—The Civil List bill was 
reported, and ordered to be read a 34 
time to-morrow.—A bill for removing in- 
conveniencies suffered by the Accomptant 
General under the Property Tax act, was 
brought in by the Attorney General, read 
a tst time, and ordered to be read a 2d 
‘time to-morrow; as were two bills brought 
in by Mr. Alexander, one for encouragin 
the Importation of Oak Bark for Tan- 
ning, and the other for the Improvement 
of the Trade of the Isle of Man.—Mr. 
Owen, from the East India House, pre- 
sented an Account of the separate fund of 
that Company, and the payments thereout 
from the year 1793, to the 1st of March, 
1804. Ordered to lie on the table.—Mr, 
Poole, from the sec. of state’s office, pre- 
sented an abstract of the returns made by 
the overseers of the poor.—Mr. Rose 
moved, that the proper officer do insert . 
the expected returns as they come in, till . 
the abstract should be complete; and that 
when complete, it should be printed. Or- 
dered.—Mr. Foster presented a bill for 


warehousing home-made spirits in Ireland, 


re 
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which was read 4 Ist time, and ordered to 
be read a 2d time to-morrow.—Mr. Fran- 
Gis gave notice, that before any Ivish busi- 

_ hess was brought on to-morrow, it was his 
iMténtion tO draw the attention of the 
house to thé manner in which the business 
of Ireland was at present conducted. 

{Lovatty Loaw.J—On the motion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the house 
resolved itself into a committee on the 


several acts relative to the Loyalty Loan. 


The right hon. gent. then rose and stated, 
_ that as the subject to which the resolu- 
‘tions he meant to submit referred, had 

been se amply discussed at. a former 
"period of the séssions, he should not, on 
the present occasion, trespass longer on 
the attention of the house than was né- 
necessary, to give a short history of the 
ature of the transaction, and to describe 
the motions with which he intended to. 
conclude, Gent, would recollect, that in 
3797, 4 lean had been contracted for, 
which had received the denomination of 
the Loyalty Loan, and that variations had 
taken place in the terms of that loan; 1st, 
between the notice which had been sent to 
the Bank upon the proposition of the loan, 
and the. resolution of the committee of 
ways and means respecting it; and 2dly, 
between that resolution and the bill 

unded -upen it. The variations he al. 
Juded to were only material in the conse- 
quences to which they led. In the first 
notice it was held out to persons disposed 
fo ¢ontract for the Loyalty Loan, that 
their capital would be restored, on appli- 
cation, at the end of two years after a‘ 
definitive treaty of peace. In the resolu-~ 
tion of the committee of ways and means, 
jt was stated that 3 months’ notice should 
be given before such capital could be ob- 
tained; and in the bill this notice was 
extended to 6 mouths. ‘This bill also 
prescribed that the payments should be 
made only at particular periods, namely, 
on the 10th of April and 10th of Oct. in 
éach year, Here there was an evident 
departure from the first notice, and the 
resolution of the committee of ways and 
theans, upon the latter of which the con- 
tractors for any loan usually advanced 
their money, and generally the first de- 
posit wasgnade before apy bill was passed. 


According® to the bill passed upon this 
subject, it was maintained that the holders 
~ of the Joan under consideration, were not 


entitled to demand their capital yatil the 
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10th of April next, although they were of | 


opinion that they had a right to receive it 
on the 10th of Oct. and that the 6 mouths 
notice were to be considered as concur. 
rent with, and not superadded to, the two 
years referred to. With this opinion he 
fully concurred, and he could not con. 
ceive that a fair construction of the letter 
and spirit of the act could warrant a dif. 
ferent conclusion. He was aware that 
some very high authorities entertained q 
different opinion; but even if their defi. 
nitions of the law were acquiesced in, he 
would not admit that it should prejudice 
the fair claim of men who entered into ay 
engagement, according to the terms of 
the resolution upon which this law, which 
deviated from it in this respect, professed 
‘to be founded. It was mentioned, he un- 
derstood, that this deviation had taken 
place with the consent of the contractors 
to the loan, but this he could not suppose 
probable; indeed he did not deem it pos- 
sible that such a consent was ever ob- 
tained, or could be had, considering the 
manner in which a loan almost immedi+ 
ately shifts hands; the concurrence of all 
persons concerned could scarcely be had, 
and to make such a change with the ap- 
probation merely of one description of 
persons, would be unjust. On the whole, 
he thought the house was pledged on 


original resolution of the committee of 
-ways and means. It was superfluous, he 
felt, in this instance, to enter particularly 
into a discussion of the nature of the al- 
teration which had been made by the bill; 
and he disclaimed the reason alleged against 
those claimants, that it would be incon 
venient to the public, in the present crisis, 
to attend to, or discharge their claims, 
From the arrangement he had to submit, 
he apprehended, that no injury would 
arise to the public in the payment of this 
demand, It was impossible to speculate 
that no change would take place in the 
price of stocks between Oct. and April; 
if no material change should occur, the 
public could suffer no loss; supposing the 
stocks to be the same price in April as in 
Oct. it was of no consequence. to the 
public that the Loyalty Loan-holder should 
be paid in Oct.; but it was of much con- 
sequence to the holder that be, should 


holders were entitled to 100], value in 


money for every 1001, capital stock .ad- 


| 


\ 


principles of good faith to adbere to the — 


have his money. . It appeared that these — 


| 9 
‘ | 
| 
! 
‘ 
; 
| 
| 
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vanced, This demand it was not at pre- 
“gent, possible to comply with; because, 
consistently with the terms of the last 
loan, no more stock could be created for 
' the present year. The only expedient, 
therefore, which suggested itself, was an 
exchange of stock. His proposition then 
would be, that the subscribers should have 
it in their option either to wait for their 
money tillthe 5th of April, or to accept 
of so much stock on the 10th of Oct, as 
would be equivalent to 100]. in money for 
every 1001. which they had lent, with the 
addition of one quarter's interest com- 
uting from the above-mentioned period, 
here. was no other expedient, except that 
of giving to the subscribers as much ca- 
pital stock as would amount to the value 
of 1001. for every 1001.; the excess, how- 
ever, over the stock that would be anni- 
hilated by the payment of this debt, not 
to. be transferable till the 5th of April. 
The proposition, then, which he wauld 
submit to the committee, would be, that 
all those concerned ia this loan, who 
should apply before a time to be limited, 
~ should have the equivalent of their money 
in capital stock, with an addition of one 
quarter’s interest as above mentioned, 
The value of the stock to be computed by 
the average of the latest 10 days for trans- 
ferring it. In order to guard against ar- 
tificial means that might be employed for 
lowering the price of stock previous to 
the payment, it would be requisite that an 
option should be left to the commissioners 
of the treasury, whether the stock should 
be given in the 5 per cent. consols, or in 
the 3 per cent. reduced annuities. It 
ought alse to be understood, that it was 
in case the 5‘per cent. stock was accepted, 
thatthe addition of one quarter’s interest 
was to be given. In case the 3 per cent. 
should be chosen, as much stock would 
be given as would be merely equivalent to. 
100]. for every 100]. lent. ‘Those who'| 
did not choose to agree to this .arrange- | 
ment, were at liberty to claim their mo- 
ney, and measures would be taken early 
in the next session of parliament for the 
payment of that money, with the difler- 
ence of the interest from the 10th of Oct.. 
till the time of the payment. This he 
considered.as a very fair proceeding. The 
Tight hon, gent. concluded with moving 
resolutions agreeable to his statement. 
Mr. Dent expressed his. doubts whether 
fhe Loyalty Logn-holders would avail 
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themselves of this proposal. He borg 
testimony to the good intentions of the 
right hon. proposer, but was far from 
thinking it fair tp leave it at the discretion 
of the lords of the treasury to discharge 
this demand with any description of stock 
they pleased. It was. more than probable 


they would choose 5 per cent. stock, 


which was very unmarketable, compared 
to’ the other stocks, and of which there 
were already 28 millions in existences 
What then must be its state, when the 


Loyalty Loan should be added to. it? Ig 
was at present at a discount of 9 per cent.’ 
and it was fair to presume, that with the 


proposed addition that discount would be 
augmented at least 2 or 3 per cent. This 
depreciation would of course fall ypon 


such as might receive this stock, panticue 


larly as they were to be precluded from 2 
transfer until April. It would he fairer, 
in bis opigion, to reverse the arrange. 
ment, and to-give the Loyalty Loaue 
holders the option of fixing upon, the 
stock with which their claims shoyld be 
adjusted. They should be allowed to 
choose either in the 5 per cents, the $ 


per cents. or the reduced annuities. In - 


either of the two latter the holders might 
make time bargains, ap, of 
which they could not avail themselves in 
the former. The reduced. annuities, he 
was disposed to think, would be preferae 
ble, because they formed the smaller 
stock. This preference he was pretty cera 
tain all persons concerned in the Loyalty 


Loan would coneur in, were they advised 


of the measure before the committee ; 
and in his opinion they ought to be cone 
sulted hefore this measure was carried 
into effect. The hon. member said, he 
was surprised to hear the right hon. gent, 
state, that there was no probebility of 
‘ny alteration in the price of stocks ber 
tween this and April next. On the con- 
trary, he thought that, from the state of 


of credit, a very sum 
would become necessary at the beginni 
of the next This 
course produce a material effect upon the 
price of stocks. The hon. member ree 
peated his opinion, that the greater part, 
if not all, of those claimants would ra- 
ther, notwithstanding the bonus held put, 
wait uatil the next sessions for the total 
discharge of their demands. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer denied 


the country, and the small amount of the 


| | | 


\ 


that he had stated"any opinion'so rash as 
that imputed to‘him by the hon. ‘gent. 
that no difference in the price of stocks 
would take place before April. This was 
@ Circumstance’ which’ must depend on 
events upon which ‘no man could’ specu- 
Tate. With respect to the hon. member’s 
allusion to an application’ for a consi- 
derable Joan at the commencement of the 
next’ sessions, ‘the right hon. gent. could 
see no ground from’ which the right hon, 
member could conclude that a consider- 
able loan would be required, or that any. 
Proposition for'a loan would be made at 
an early period. In the hon. member’s 
comments upon the effects of an addition 
of the Loyalty Loan ‘to the 5 per cents. 
his opinion appeared ‘to be rather singular; 
for the annihilation of 22 millions of Loy- 
alty Loan, and the proportionate increase | 
of the 5 per cents. could not fairly be 
presumed as likely to affect the general 
‘Yate of stocks.’ The right hon. gent. con- 
tendéd that no injury ‘could arise to the 

rties concerned by vesting the proposed 
option in the lords of the treasury, as they 
were, in whatever stock was chosen, to 
receive 1001. for every' 1001. they had ori- 
Pinally advanced, while the consequences 
must be obvious ‘of allowing any denomi- 


nation of stock to be ‘previously fixed 


upon. The right hon. gent. descanted 
upon the nature’of'the measure he pro- 
posed, as connected with the rapid opera- 
tion of the plan for the reduction of the 
national debt, and bearing in view the 
ultimate extinction of that debt. Upon 
the statement of the hon, member, that 
he would not advise the holders of Loy- 
alty Loan to accede to this proposal, he 
would only say that it would be rather 
strange if those gent. should refuse to 
receive 1001. in Oct. when by waiting un 
til April they could get no more. 

Mr. Johnstone was of opinion, that the 
value of 1001. money in stock was not a 
‘sufficient compensation, if those to whom 
‘it was to be given were to stand the fluc- 
tuation of 6 months.’ He allowed, that 

. if the state of the continent were to be- 
‘come more favourable, if Russia were to 
‘join with us-either for peace or for war, 

‘the funds would rise; if not, they would 

“fall between Oct. and April. - 
- Phe Chancellor of the Exchequer, in ex- 
‘planation, stated, that the whole of the 5 

per cent. stock would be transferable ; it 

“would be only the new complimentary 3 
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(76 
per cent. stock, which would not be trans. 
ferable-—The resolution was agreed to, 
and the ' report ordered to be received to, 
morrow, 

{Inpta Buncet.]—Lord Castlereagh 
moved the order of the day for going inta 
a.committee on this subject. ‘I'he house 
having gone into a committee accordingly, 
the noble lord, in calling the attention of 


‘the committee to the accounts before 


them, hoped they would keep in mind the 
circumstances under which the affairs ali 
luded to occurred. The account relatin 

to the year ending the 5th of April, 1803, 
was the actual account of that year; and 
the account for the year 1804, was the 
estimated account for that year, according 
to the general custom observed in the 
manner of stating these matters to the 
house every year. The house would have 
to consider, in looking to these accounts, 
that war had commenced last year in Eu. 
rope, which had affected the sales of the 
E. India Company; that a war of no less 
considerable effect had existed in Indig 
earlier in fact, but mucli earlier in prepas 
ration. The account of the preparation 
in the event of anticipated hostilities, 
which had been sent out in March, must 
have affected the sales arrived about the 
month of July; the account of actual hos- 
tilities, resolved on in May, must have 
reached India in Sept, ‘The variation 
created by the preparation for war had. 
kept the public mind afloat for 10 months, 
and the slowness of intelligence relating: 
to actual hostilities, had kept them afloat 
from April to Oct. The preparations for 
the Mahratta war had originated in Oct. 
1802. The principal particulars of ex- 
pence under this head occurred at Bombay 
and Madras. It was true, hostilities had 
not been commenced till Aug. 1802, but 
the expence of preparation had been con- 
siderable. He would not enter into the 
general policy of the grounds of this war, 
nor of the advantages of its conclusion, 
He would proceed simply to the state- 
ments of the accounts.’ The statement 
was generally divided into 3 classes: 1st, 
revenues and charges ; 2d, commercial in- 
vestment; and 3d, debt and assets abroad 
and’ at home. And Ist, for the year of 
actual account, ending April 1803. The 
first view was the average expenditure of 
3 years, compared with the actual produce 
of the last yeiir; and whether from that 
the’ probable ‘revenue of the next year 


4 
| 
| | 


Charges ditto more than ditto - 


Revenues.-No. 4 
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would be adequate to the probable ex- 
penditure. — [lis lordship then read the 
statement, which was as follows ; 
GENERAL VIEW. 
BENGAL. 
Revenues. No. 1, average 1800-1 to 
1809-3 - 
More. than average last drawn 
No. 3, estimated for 1802-3 
Actual amount - 
More than estimate - 
bepaugeren 3, estimated for 1802-3 
Actual amount 4,775,512 | 
More than estimate a. 240,446 
Deduct excess of charge from excess of —— 
revenue, the net rev. is more than esti- 
527,257 


mated - - - - 
3,604,575 


627,205 


4,535,066 


And the net revenue for 1802-3 is - 


ESTIMATES, 1803-4. 


—No. - - 
Charges.—-No. 2 - ~ 


Net revenue - 
Rey. estimated less than actual 1802-3 


8,064,981 
5,066,940 


2,998,041 O41 


315,106 
291,428 
Net rev. estimated for Pos less 
preceding year 606,534 
MADRAS. 
Revenues.—The objection to drawing an 
average on the gross receipts of 3 
years still prevailing, as it would 
not give a correct view of the annual 
resources of the presidency, or be a 
proper mode of comparison with 
former years, on account of the 
large addition acquired by treaty in 
particular years, the same principle 
is resorted to as*formerly, viz. by 
stating the average of the receipts 
on the more ancient revenues of the 
Comp. wholly excluding the sub- 
sidiary or other resources derived 
either from treaty or conquest. On 
this principle, the average on 3 
years, 1600-1 to 1802-3. by the 
statement No. 4, amounts to = = 1,174,535 
which is more than. the average on ——-——-~ 
the 3 years 1799-1800, to L801-2 by 37,936 
Revenues.—No. 6, estimated for 1802-3 4,670,369 
Actual amount - -  4,724590 
More than estimate - 54,559 
Charges.—No. 6, estimated for 1802-3 4,555,676 
Actual amount - = 4,925,560 


_ More than estimate 319,550 
Deduct excess of reventie from excess of —— 
Charge, the net is more than 
_ estimated’ ~ 
And the.net charge of the year 1802-3 is 


ESTIMATES; "1 8035-4. 


325,295 
210,602 


4,888,895 

Charges —No. 5 5,018,157 
Net charge... 129,262 

Rev. estimated more than actual, 1802-8 163,991 
‘Charges, ditto wie a3 bgt 82.651 


‘Net charge estimated for, OE, less 
_ than preceding ¥ year” 


£.7,388,804 |, 
7,612 384 | 
8,330,087 | 
767,703 | 


81,340] 


BOMBAY. 
Revénues.—No. 7, excluding, as last 
year, thé revenues of the ceded 
counties, likewise the Guicowar 
Subsidy ; the average receipts on 
the 3 years 1800-1, to 
amountlo 
_ which exceeds the ave rage on the 3 
years 1799-1800, to 1 Qby - 


No 9, estimated for 1802-3 . -. 410,280 

Actual amount - 359,546 

Less than estimate - = 50,764 

} Charges. —No. 9, estimated for 1802-3... 907,406 
Actual amount « 1,329,306 


More than éstimate = 321,900 
, Add Deficiency of Revenue to 
Excess of charge, the net 

chargeismorethanestimated 372,63% 

And the net charge of the year 1782-3 is. 869,760 
ESTIMATES, 1803-4. — 

Revenues, No. 7 518,575 


260,306 


359,029 


oNet charge 
Rev. estimated more than 1902-3 
Charges, ditto - 249,575 
Net charge estimated for 1803-4 more 
than preceding year, 90,546, 
BENCOOLEN awp.oTHER SETTLEMENTS. 
No. 10.—Revenues of Fort Marlbro’,on 
average, 3. years, 1796-9, 
to 1800-1 - 8,806 
Charges, ditto ditto... ~ 102,030 
Net charge 93,224 
Supplies from Bengal to Fort 
Maribro’ estimated for $088 116,000 
No. 18 —Actual amount - 196,848 


More than estiamted 80,848 
- 
No. 11.—Supplies estimated for 1803-4. 212,628 


GENERAL VIEW. 


‘Result of the Year 1802-3 collectively, 

Revenues,—Bengal, by No.3 8,350,057 > 
Madras, 6 4,935,506 
Bombay, 1,229,506 

Totai Revenues 

Charges. —Bengal, 3 4,775,512 
Madras, 6 ‘4,935,506 

Totalicharges ©, 10,940,324 
Net revenue of the presidencies 
Deduct supplies to Bencoolen; ana 196,843 


2,327,365 


13,464,537 


Remaining net revenue 
Deduct Interest, &c. paid on the debts, 
At Bengal, No.18  972,2340> 
Madras, 19 295,054. 


Deduct Interest on Securities 
purchased by Sinking Fund, 
in small partestimated ~ 95,924 
- Net Inverest 


Vor. IL. ; 


3Q 


$4 

0, | 

$09,042 

of 

| 

| 

| 


Amount stated last year 
Deduct; in the!hands of the 


Net amount of debts last year. 
Amount this yearby No.16 21,881,571 
Ded, sink. fund, as above 2,012,548 
Net amount of debts this year» 


roe 
eis foe 
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the remainder 965,912 
is the Surplus the Territorial, &c, 
Revenues, after defraying the charges 
and interest. 

— amount Sales of a by No. 15 537,910 


The Total 1,503,852 
is” “in Sum applicable to Commercial 


urposes. 
Amount advanced for the purchase of 
« Investments, payment of Commercial 
Charges, and in aid of China, 
Bengal, _ No, 13 1: 353,036 


Madras, «19-90, 
“Bambay, ~ 20 "956,655 
-Marlbro? 88 16,219 


Total for Investments 2,117,031 
Cargoes invoiced to Europe, in 1802-3, 
«with Charges, by No. 22 - 1,742,333 


“GENERAL VIEW. 


Reoutt of the Estimates for the Years 1803-4, 
collectively. 

Revehiies.—Bengal,  8;064,981 

‘Madraty, 4,888,895 

Bombay, 518,575 


Né. 2 5,066 
Madras,..., 5 


“11,563,978 


Net estimated rev. of the presidencies 1,908,473 
Deduct supplies to Bencoolen, &.No.11, 212,628 


Retnainder 1,695,815 
further’ Interest on the 

debts, by No. 16 - 574,011 

educt Interest op securities 


by Si Fund’ £26,360 
WetThterest 7,447,651 


— 


243,194 


The sum then 
is thei ‘surplus rev. after detraying ‘the 
charges and interest. 
Add amount estimated tobe received ow 


total 784,146 


is the sum to be applicable in 


the year 1803-4, to purposes of 
__commerces: 
DEBTS FINDA. 
19,965,739 


~ commissioners of sinking 


18,654,381 


19,869,223 


1,214,842 


£2 


Debts thanafoeod in-the year by No, 17 4,484 | 


| Amount last year = 


DEBTS BEA RIN G INTEREST, 

16,994,833 

Deduct, in the hands of the 
commissioners of sinking, 
fund 


1,136,352 


Net amount of debts — interest 

lastyear - 15,858,481 
| Amountthis yearby No. 16 18 712,933 

Ded. sinking fund as above 1,686,917 


Net amount of debts bearing interest this 


year - 17,026,016 

fncreaie of debts beasthg in interést 1,157,535 


Amount of interest payable Cif, 
by accounts of last year 1,481,070 
Deduct, on securities in 
hands of commissioners ; 
of sinking fund - 86,900 


Net amount of interest payable last year 1,394,170 
Amount this year byNo. 16 1,574,011 


Ded; sinking fundus above 126,360 


Net amount of interest payable this year 1,447,651 


Increase of interest payable - 53,481 
ASSETS ININDIA, 
Consisting of cash, 
stores, &c. last year 
Deduct, balance and.securi- 
ties in hands of commis- 


” 13,379,741 


sioners of sinking fund 1,311,358 
Net amount of Assets last year 12,061,383 
Consisting as above, by Ace. 

count No. 21, this year 14,630,971 
Ded. sinking fund as above 2,012,348 
Net amount of Assets this year 12,618,623 
Increase of Assets - SDT, LAL 


Deducting incicase of from 

crease of Debts, the state of the com- 

pany’s affairs in India appears worse 

in this view. by - - _ 657,601 

HOME ACCOUNTS. 
No, 25. Aggregate amount of sales 
Less than year 1,202,863 

The amount of Sales of Com- 
pany’s goods lessby 170,459 
Do. Private goods do. 970,119 
Do. Neutral property do. 62,285 


8,425,268 


Difference asabove 1,202,863 

The Sales of the were 
estimated. at 

The actual amount was * 


6,805,500 
5,877,569 | 
_ Being less than estimated by 927,931 
The receipts on the Sales of the Com- —————» 


pany’s goods, estimated at.. « - 6,085,500 
No. 23. Actually amounted to + 5,482,504 

Being less than estimated by 603,196 

Charges and profit on private trade esti- ———-—— 
mated at. - 150,000 


Exceeding the estimate by 26,087 


| 

| 


GENERAL RESULT, 
The balance of cash estimated to be in | 
favor of the Comp. on Ist 


1804, amourted to 89,593 

The Balance by the aetval Accounts is 
in favor - 172,449 
Being better than por todo 83,056 


rincipally in consequence of the dis- 
Sirsdhiet for India and China, and on 
some other accounts being less than 
, estimated, which, with the protraction 
of the payment of the debt to the Bank, 
exceeded the greater expenditure on 
Freight, Bonds, &c. added to the de- 
ficient Receipt on the Sales of Goods. 
ESTIMATE, 1805-4. 
No. 23, Receipt for Sale of Comp. Goods 
GENERAL RESULT. 
The Receipt from the sale of goods being 
~ calculated at a larger amount than last 
year, and the expectation stated of a 
re-issue uf Bonds, paid in the Supply 
- for India and China, being taken on 
a smaller scale, and the liquidation 
of the Debt to the Bank not being 
reckoned upon, the Balance on Ist 
March, 1805, is estimated to be in 
favour in the sum of - 
DEBTS AT HOME, 
On Ist March, 1803 
On 13t March, 1804, No. 23 - 


Increase 
ASSETS AT NOME, 

On 1st March 1803 
Qn ist March, 1804 - - 
Increase 
Deducting the increase of Debis from 
the increase of Assets, the improve- 
ment in the Home Concern in the 
year is - - - 
CHINA AND ST. HELENA. 

Balance at China last yeas, in 


6,598,196 


157,634 


4,773,836 
4,788,805 


14,979 


17,440,595 
19,168,736 


"1,728, 


1.715, 164 


favour - 1, 434 
Balance at China, by the prestat 
accounts, No. 2t, againse 250,900 
Decrease at’ China BOL 324 
Balance at Si. Helena, on a 
30th Sept. 1801, in 
favour TE BiG 
Do. at do. on 30th Sept. 
1802, in favour, No Yi, 105, 19-4 
Increase at St. 26,346 
Net decrease at China and’St. Helena 325,988 
GENERAL COMPARISON OF DEBTS AND 
ASSETS, 
Increase of debts in India - - 1,214,842 
docrease of debts at Home 14,979 
Total Increase of Debts 
Increase of assets in India 557,240 
Ancrease of assets at Home 1,728,143 
2,285,383 
Desc, Net Decrease of Ba. 
» lance at China and St. He- 
Net Increase of Assets 
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1,959,396" | 


fos2 
The Net Improvement of the year 
’ this view appears to be - 729,575 
From this sum should be deducted the 
amount of cargoes arrived in India 
previous to the 30th April, 1803, and 
included in the quick Stocks there 
which formed part of the cargoes 
afloat outward in the Assets at Home 417,000 


312,575 


The Remainder is 

Which may be considered as stil liable 

tu further adjustments, when the final 

arrangement of the claims of the Com- 

pany upon govt, as stated in the Home 
Assets shall be completed. 


This statement being concluded, the noble 
lord begged leave, before he sat down, to 
make a few general observations. He 
wished to call the attention of the commit- 
tee to the estimates which he ‘had brought 
forward for 1802-3. He had then ex- 
pressed his sanguine conviction, not only 
that the public would receive a participa- 
tion of 500,0001. but that the company, 
in addition to this contribution to the 
public, would be able to establish a sink- 
ing fund for the extinction of their debt, 
to the amount of 2 millions a year. When 
he had made this declaration, it was but 
fair to keep in mind, that the circum- 
stances then existing were very different 
indeed from those’ in which the country is 
now placed. It was in the contemplation 
of the continuance of peace, that he could | 
only look forward to the fulfilment of his 
expectations. But to shew that he had 
not proceeded on light or trivial grounds, 

he adverted to the estimates which he had ~ 
laid down, and contrasted them with the 
real amount of the revenues and charges. 
The noble lord next proceeded to shew, 
that the arrangement for liquidating the 
debt of the company, was as strictly ad- 
hered to, as it was possible to do; and 
that it was not reasonable to expect ‘more 
trom them, unless their trade should have 
the good fortune to take another turn: it 
was rather matter of surprise, that under 
such circumstances they could have made 
such laudable exertions. Still if affairs 
were to assume a tranquil aspect, there 
was little doubt but a much more favour- 
able result must arise. The noble lord 
also explained the difficulties which ob- 
structed the repayment of the company’s 
debts, and endeavoured to shew that these 
difficulties principally arose from the ad- 


{ vances made towards the support of govt. 


It were much better, he observed, if these 
means were provided from Furope; for 
the rate of interest in India rendered 
them far more enormous. Indeed, if the 


I] 
= 
| 
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whole; of the accounts were fairly looked 
to, and also the ‘circumstances under 
which they stood, he ventured to hope 
that a far more favourable prospect would 
be 6pened both to the company and the 
pubhe than generally seemed to be ex- 
pected.—The noble lord concluded by 
moving the first resolution. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton alluded to the 
repeated promises given by the predecessor 
of the noble lord, respecting the pros- 

-perity of the affairs of India. ‘The house 
had been many years ago assured that 
India would yot only be freed from all 
embarrassment, but would actually be able 
to administer. relief to the financial de- 
mands of the empire at large. ‘They were 
assured that not only would aid be af- 
forded to the public, but that the whole 
Indian debt would speedily be extin- 
- guished, He wished the committee to 
reflect how these tine promises had been 
realized. Since these promises had first 
been brought forward, the Indian debt, it 
was known, had increased three or four 
fold. In 1793, when the charter of the 
company was renewed, a stipulation was 
made, that 500,000]. should annually, 
after a certain period, be paid to the pub- 
lic. Of the sum so stipulated for, not 
one sixpence had been, or was likely to 
be received. He wished to ask, on what 
fuundation the promises held forth were 
supported, and when or where the public 
might, in reason, hope to sce them rea- 
lized. The debt of the company, so far 
from being diminished, accumulates from 
year to year. Last year it was 18 mil- 
. lions, and by the papers now on the table 
- jt would appear that it was upwards of 19 
millions, with every prospect of a still 
greater accumulation. ‘The noble lord al- 
luded to the state of the account betwixt 
the company and govt. Last year the 
debt due by govt. to the company was 
estimated at something more than 4 mil- 
lions. At that time a million had been. 
discharged, and still the balance against 
govt. was not diminished. according to the 
_ statements centained in the papers on the 
table. He thought this a very extraordi- 
nary circumstance, and called on the ho- 
ble lord to afford some explanation on 
the subject. Before he sat down, he read 
a part of the speech of the noble lord in 
"1802, where the most sangyine views of 
the prosperity of the company’s affairs 
was held forth. He hoped the noble lord 
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now saw that these representations rested 
on no solid grounds, and would hence- 
forth be less sanguine in his expectations, 

Lord Castlereagh explained that part of 
the statement which respected the account 
betwixt the ‘company and govt. The no- 
ble lord declared that he adhered to all 
his former declarations, as to the pros- 
perity of the affairs of the company, and 
was ready gravely to renew any pledge 
which he had formerly given to the 
house. 

Mr. Johnstone maintained, that the af. 
fairs of the company were, year after 
year, growing more embarrassed. Nota 
single one of the promises or prospects 
held forth by the noble lord's predecessor, 
or the noble lord himself, had been in the 
slightest degree fulfilled. The noble lord’s 
predecessor had, after his magnificent 
statements of the flourishing situation of 
the company’s affairs, retired from office, 
leaving their debt greatly accumulated, 
and giving as his only legacy a serious 
advice to reduce it. The noble lord him, 
self followed strictly his precdecessor’s ex- 
ample in the views he gave of the com- 
pany’s affairs, Like bim he abounded in 
magnificent promises and flattering prose 
pects, but like him he had, in every iu- 
stance, fuund himself altogether disapr 
pointed. The hon. gent. shewed that the 
debt of the company was rapidly aceumu- 
lating. Jle took the average of 5 years 
from the year 1799, shewed that in each 
year there had been a large accumulation 
of debt, and stated as the result, that in 
the course of these 5 years the company’s 
debt had increased upwards of 11 mils 
lious. ‘This statement he desired the nos 
ble lord, or any member of the commit- 
tee, to disprove; and he asked every gent, 
whether this was nut a complete evidence 
that all the representations given of the 
company’s affairs were altogether falla- 
cious aud unfounded? He insisted that 
the service of the company could not go 
on without new loans; and that a new 
loan must be negociated next year in In- 
dia. He argued, that the statements af 
the charges on the company were quite 
delusive. ‘The most prominent charges 
were only brought forward, while all the 
heads of extraordinary service, which were 
very numerous, were carefully kept out of 
view. The hon. member supported his 
arguments by a number of minute calcula- 
tions, and sat down with declaring, that 
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the affairs of the company were far from 
’ being so flourishing as they were repre- 
sented to be. 
Lord Castlereagh observed, that the hon, 
nt. did not make a proper allowance for 
the expenditure which the company were 
unavoidably subject to in time of war. He 
had, besides that, omitted to make any de- 
duction on account of the assets which the 
company were possessed of, ‘These were 
inaccuracies which it was necessary for the 


hon. gent. to take into his more serious: 


consideration, Hie was fully aware that 
the question was of a most complicated 
nature, and every gent. did not sutliciently 
attend to such complex statements as were 


then before the house, to be in full pusses-: 


sion of the various changes which arose in 
the course of such accounts. If the hon. 


gent. was to revolve these considerations 


jn his own mind more at leisure, it was 
more than probable: that he would be in- 
duced to alter his opinion, We had an 
‘European, and we had an Asiatic war in 
the course of the year. It should be also 
recollected, that shortly after the Mysore, 
we had to undergo the expences of the 
Mahratta war. ‘Though that war did not 
actually break out unti] August last, pre- 
parations were made a considerable length 
of time before hostilities were actually 
commenced; the first preparatory steps 
by which expences were incurred, he un- 
derstood, were taken in the month of 
May, 1802. Upon thie whole, it would be 
found that, exclusive of the charges of a 
complicated war, the actual amount of 
debt contracted within the year, did not 
exceed 300,000], If the increased amount 
of debt were considerably more than such 
a@sum as he had mentioned, he could not 
think that even then it was a fair criterion 
by which we should be authorised to form 
any judgment respecting the resources of 
_ the company, or the general state of their 
finances. It was evident, that in time of 
war, there must be some difficulty in trans- 
mitting bullion from Europe to the East. 
And when we looked at the extended com- 
‘merce, and the increased revenue of the 
company, we must be convinced, that 
borrowing, under such circumstances, was 
the necessary result of the increased opu- 
lence and growing power. The universal 
_ prospect of the staté of our affairs.in India, 
must present a flattering picture to the 
‘company themselves, and be most grate- 
‘ful to the feelings of every Englishman. 
“Lord Henry Petty said, he did not mean. 
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to gointo the general detail of the question, 
but merely to make oné observation on’ & 
paper which he held in‘his hand, to which 
the noble lord had alluded with respect to 
a balance of 900,000]. due from govt. to 
the E. India Company, which had been 
allowed by the commissioners. He wished 
the noble lord to put the house in posse; 
sion of the principle upon which ue 
claims had been allowed, Without such a 
standard, it was impossible to say where 
they would rest, as they might be ex- 
tended to every species of expedition, that 
might be undertaken by the company, 
purely for their own benefit, and the se- 
curity of their possessions, He_ hoped, 
therefore, that the , noble, lord would ex- 
plain the progress that had, been made by 
the commissioners. 

Lord Castlereagh in, reply, stated, that 
the commissioners had not yet decided on 
more of the sums claimed than to the ex- 
tent of 900,0001. The accounts, relative 
to the expedition to Egypt, had not arrived 
till this year,. by which one million. was 
added to the claims of the company, upon 
which no decision could -yet have been 
formed. It was extremely, difficult to de- 
termine what part of the expence of joint 
operations, should be charged on the re- 
spective parties, and. he should despair of 
bringing the account to a final settlement, 
if he was not to rely on the liberality of 
the public; and he had every reason to 
trust, that the whole account would be 
prepared for the consideration of parlia 
before next session. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in addi- 
tion to what had been stated by his noble 
friend, thought it right just to observe, that 
no idea had ever been entertained of a final 
adjustment of the accounts by the commis- 
sioners. They had been appointed only to 
examine into the claims for the purpose of 
facilitating the final adjustment. But the 
result of their enquiry, as swell as the items 
and total amount of the claims, would be 
submitted to the eventual consideration of 
parliament. 

_ Mr. Kinnaird was relieved from con. 
siderable anxiety by what had fallen from 
the right hon. gent., as, if the decision of, 
the commissioners was to be final, he 
should enter his protest against such a 
proceeding. As he was up, he desired to 
know, whether th noble lord would pledge 
himself, that no increase should take place ~ 
in the exportation of bullion to the East 
Indies in the present year? : 
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_ Lord Castlereagh flattered himself that the 
event of the ri in this country would 
enable the company to export a considerable 
quantity of bullion, and was of opinion that 
it would, be most advantageous to the com- 
‘pany to send out as large a quantity of it as 
possible. 
_.Dr. Laurence contended, that from the 
failure of the estimates for the last 5 years, 
‘during which there had been an intervalof 18 
‘months peace, there must be something ex- 
traordinary in the manner of making them 
up. They had failed on both sides, both as 
to the amount of the proceeds and the extent 
of the charges ; and there must be, therefore 
some inherent radical fallacy at the bottom, 
‘which was not to be attributed to any parti- 
‘cular persons, but to the whole system, in 
not making the’ proper allowance for the 
management of the affairs of a great empire. 
The learned member then proceeded to com- 
‘ment on some items of the estimates. He 
contended, that if the duties on teas were so 
high as to injure the sale, by diminishing the 
consumption, ought to be lowered, and 
as’ for access to the markets on the conti- 
nent, he Jooked upon that as more com- 
“pletely barred at present than at any former 
‘period. Ass to the assets to which the noble 
Tord had referred, he could not look upon 
them while warehoused and deprived of a 
‘vent as available to any purpose of advantage 
to the company,-and he stated this merely to 
shew the fallacy of taking the whole amount 
of the company’s possessions into the esti- 
mhate of available property. 

Mr, Wallace declared thetihe was surprised 
to hear the hon. and learned gent. suppose 
that the expences of a war were at an end 
‘immediately after the termination of war. 

3, Ms. Princep thought that the affairs of 
‘India deserved the most minute investigation. 
He was not, to be told that the time of 
Manger and was improper for an enquiry 
into such matters, when the interests of the 
empire were,so materially concerned. When 
the report was brought up he would take an 
opportunity, of expressing himself fully and 
“calmly upon the subject, and would deduce 
no consequences but from the papers already 
on the table... ... 
~ Mr. Francis.—Six; I owe it in gratitude 
te 0s distinguished few, who have had for- 
titude enough to favour us with their attend- 
- anee, and possi ly with their attention to this 
hour, to let them know that they are safe, 
‘at least on Pert from. any very heavy’ 
addition to the burthen they have already 
submitted to with so much equanimity. 4 


Tong speech now could have no effect, but 


PARL. DEBATES, Juty 10; 1804-—Indin Budget. 


{988 
reduce the audience to parning. Neither j 
it necessary. A year ago, when the affairs 
of India were under the consideration of a 
committee of the whole house very like the 
present, I entered fully into the subject ; and 
took care that what I then said should be 
conveyed to the proprietors of India stock 
and to the public, with all the acouracy and 
authenticity, that I could give to my opinion 
by vouching for it in writing. Nothing has 
since occurred to induce me to recede from 
any part of that opinion, or from any of the 
principles, which I have hitherto maintained 
with regard to India. On the contrary, ev 
new fact that appears, and every fresh light 
we obtain, serves only to confirm the decla- 
ration I then made, thatthe mischief was in 
a state of progression, and to convince me 
that the case isa good deal worse than ‘itwas 
a year ago. My intention however is to 
avoid repetitions, to take notice only of some 
particulars mentioned by the noble lord, as 
they occur to me, and proceed as quickly as 
I can to that conclusion, which is the prin- 
cipal object of my addressing the committee, 
The noble lord regrets that the sanguine 
and satisfactory expectations, given by him 
tothe public last year, have not been realized, 
and he places the failure to the account of 
the Mahratta war, which, he says, has been 
conducted on a very extensive and expensive 
scale, which must disturb all estimates; 
that this war is the most expensive military 
transaction, in which the company was ever 
engaged; that the increase of charge, 
amounting to about a million, was mostly 
ofa military nature,and unforeseen ; and that, 
although the actual hostilities did not com- 
mence til] August 1803, the preparation for 


‘the war began early in November 1802, 


and even then created a heavy expence.— 
Sir; if the noble lord himself had not in- 
troduced the Mahratta war, for the purpose 
of accounting for a failure in his estimates, 
I should have carefully avoided it ; because 
I consider it asa subject reserved for a future 
discussion, when the materials are before 
us. ‘The papers are not yet printed, nor 
likely to be, for many weeks. I have never 
seen one of them. The fact now stated 
eserves special attention. It appears that 


the orders, for our army to take the field, 


were given in the beginning of November 
+8025 and surely I have a right to presume 


that the project of the war must have been 


under deliberation, and the plan of it con- 
certed sometime before those orders were 
given; and that consequently the war itself, 


| which commenced in August last, could 
not have been unexpectedly forced upon us, 
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¥ the spur of an unforeseen occasion, or by 


the sudden pressure of an instant, or un- 
avoidable necessity. Yet, when I moved 
for the, papers first on the 14th of March, 
and afterwards on the 6th of last April, the 
committee will recollect that neither the 
company nor govt. were then in possession 
of the circumstances, which preceded the 
rupture, and that no communication what- 
ever on the subject had been received from 
India. - I shall dismiss it now with only one 
observation, which has no relation to the 
justice: or policy of the war, buts particu- 
larly applicable to the present debate. If 
the preparation for the war, in November 
1802, and so long before it commenced, 
has been sufficient to disturb his lord- 
ship’s estimates, and to defeat his expecta- 
tions, what are you to expect from the war 
itself, when the accounts of the actual ex- 


&S ‘attending it shall be fairly and fully 


Ought into view! It seems lie had calcu- 
lated that, in this month, the public would 
receive their participation in the Indian reve- 
nues; but unfortunately his hopes have been 
disappointed by the war abroad, and by the 


diminution of sales at home, Sir, the day 


must come, when it shall be examined, and, 
if possible, explained, why the public has 
never received more than one year’s partici- 
pation in the revenues of India since the 
renewal of the charter in 1793, and parti- 
tularly why that single payment was made 
in the first year, and never since ; consider- 
ing that it was one ofthe essential conditions, 
on which the charter was renewed. ‘There 
is some mystery in this part of the transac- 
tion. The noble lord says that govt. had 
no legal claim on this account, because the 
net proceeds of the company’s sales, (after 
providing for other charges, which stood 
fitst in point of order,) did not furnish a 
surplus, out of which the participation of 
500,000]. a year, to which: the public were 
intitled by law, could be defrayed. Very 
likely. But then I say thiit, besides all our 
‘other relations to the object, and independant 
of the general duty, by which we are bouad 
to watch the govt. of and’the manage- 
ment of the company’s’ affiirs, this is an 
additional pecuniary argument and interest, 
that obliges ‘parliament to inquire how it 
happens that, out of’ x tértitorial revenue of 
13 millions, attdéd td'the profits of a flou- 

shing ‘trade at hore}! there is no surplus to 
make gawd to the public’ so incousiderable 
a share in that immense receipt, as halfa mil- 
lion a year. The govt, it is said, have no 
legal demand; because the produce is ab- 
sorbed before the public right accrues, It 
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may beso. But, without a parliamentary 
examination, how is ‘it: possible for us to 
know whether the failure, by which that 
right is defeated, be owing to an intolérdble 
mismanagement, or even toa criminal waste 
of the resources abroad, or, bona fide, to . 
just and unavoidable expences? ‘The’tesult 
of such waste, or of such expente, may 
always be pleaded, legally, in bar of the © 
public. ‘ We have spent the money. Of 
course you have no claim.’”  ‘Phis house is 
trustee for the nation, and ought not to be 
satisfied with such ap answer. The noble 
lord admits that, on the whole of the com-. 
pany’s concerns, in India there has been, in 
the last year, a deterioration to the amount 
of 657,000]. which he attributes to an in~ 
crease of charge, amounting to something 
less than a million, mostly of a military 
nuture and unforeseen § and also, that the 
company’s sales of tea have fallen short of the 
estimated sales by above two millions of 
pounds weight, owing to. the addition: 
duties lately laid on that article. This, Sir, 
isa melancholy fact. Jt at once reduces the 
public revenue and the company’s commer= 
cial profits; and, what is worse, it shows 
that, since the consumption, is, certainly not 
lessened, the trade is falling again into th 
hands of the smugglers. But the noble lo 
looks forward to better times, and relies with 
a confidence, that seems to be attached to 
his station, on the flourishing circumstances 
‘abroad, which are to arise hereafter from the 
acquisitions made in the present war. Our 
Indian prosperity is always in the fature 
tense. I must do him the justice to admit 
that, in every respect but one, he seems to 
me to be the full and legitimate successor of 
the noble lord, who for many years. pre- 
sided at the same board. He has succeeded 
to the office, to the promises, to the hopes, 
to the estimates, to the sanguine disposition 
of that noble lord, and to ‘his perpetual 
disappointments. Now, Sir, it is rather odd 
that, in the course of 21 years, the result in 
any year has never made’ good the promise 
of the preceding. . Much less’ have the 
general promises made to the nation by the 
act of 1793, by which the charter was 
renewed, been realised, or, in all appears 
ance, ever will, But then theré was always 
a good reason forit. Only wait another 
year, and every thing will come right, Jn 
one article only, the noble Lord has. not 
accepted the succession to his predecessor. 
He has not taken upon him the specific en- 
gagement so often and so regularly repeated 
in this house from year to year, ex= 
actly: in the following terms, ‘* To save 
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gentleman, the! trouble of putting 
the question tome, ;whether I adhere, to. the 

hopes, gave last, year, that the day is much 
nearer, when the.resources of. India will 
administer, aid to, the. revenues of this coun- 

try than that, on which we are to apprehend 
that. India will call for aid from the finances 

of Great-Britain, I anticipate the question, 
and answer in the affirmative. The only 
ditference is. that I am more sanguine in 
those hopes, than I’ was at the time I first 
asserted them,”’ and so on in every succeed- 
ing year in the same strain, till he resigned 

in 1801. To the specific question put to 
the noble Lord by my noble friend near me, 
(Lord Archibald Hamilton,)- whether he 
took that engagement upon himself, he made 

no reply. But, in a general way, his hopes 
and his estimates are as good as ever. We 

are to, be reimbursed and enriched, some 
“day or.other, by the territorial acquisitions 
made inthis war. I ask hima plain ques— 
tion. Have any acquisitions made by war 

in the last 20 years, paid the expences of 
the war, provided for all the new establish- 

‘ ments, and left a surplus applicable to trade 
or tribute through the medium of invest- 
ment? No, So far from it, that whereas 
the pretended plan and promise of the act of 
1793 was to reduce the company’s Indian 
debt to 2 millions sterling, itwas20 millions 

a year ago, though 2 millions are said to 

_ have been bought up by the commissioners of 
the sinking fund. Since the promise of an 
annual rednetion, the real increase of debt 
has. exceeded: 2 millions a year communibus 
annis; And now we have’ new war, on 

a most extensive and expensive scale, the 
charge of which cannot yet be known here, 
‘bat which, I suppose, will ap ear in the 
accounts of the present year or in those of 
the next.. One of the first effects, and in- 
deed a singular feature of this war of acqui- 
sition, is very odd and unaccountable.— 
There is a prince in the Guzzerat, called the 

_ Gwicowar, whose territory, I presume, is 
ceded or mortgaged to the company, to pay 
them for their trouble, or to indemnify them 
for their expences, “ You would naturally 
suppose that the fund was productive, and in 
some degree answered the purpose. What 

- zeal effective ptofit it may produce hereafter, 
Js, at Jeast, very uncertain. But the first: 
transaction we have with this Gwicowar is 

lend him money, to the amount of 
"186,000, as the noble Lord states it; but 
as it is stated by the govt. of Bombay, (who 
lent the money), among their extraordinary 
fhary disbursements, (viz. Bombay rupees 
31,25,944) it really amounts to 360,0001. 
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The noble Lord has a reason ready for every 
thing ; but, I think, he gave no explanation 
of the causes of this loan, Remember the 
debts of the Nabob of Arcot. The com. 
mittee will observe that there is a constant 
annual export, of bullion by the India com. 
pany to China of about 650,000]. a year, 
Of that trade, so detrimental in a nationat 
view, I shall say nothing, because I pre 
sume there is no remedy. If you will have 
tea, you must pay for it in specie. The 
object, to which | endeavoured to draw the 
attention of the committee last year, is the 
enormous extraction of bullion to India. In 
the last year, it must have amounted to 
900,0001. at the least. ‘The presidencies of 
Fort William and Fort St. George, in their 
estimate of resources for the year ending on 
the 30th of April 1804, reckon. upon bule 
lion expected to be received from England, 
as part of their ways and means applicable 
to current services, equal to 640,000I, and 
so they goon. You have a military wasting 
establishment of 20,000 Europeans in India 
to be kept up by a perpetual supply of re- 
cruits from Britain; and, in aid of that and 
other expences, there is and must be an 
annual remittance of specie. 'I desire you 
to consider whether England can support 
these j:erpetual drains of men and treasure; 
and, if she could, what is the real effective 
benefit in a national view, of helding this 
Indian dominion on such terms ?. Thenoble 
Lord meets all questions of this sort with 
great equanimity. He says it is better eco+ 
nomy to send out money, than to borrow 
it in India at the high interest of that coun- 
try. Ifthat were all, I should think it very 
little worth inquiring which of the two was 
the shortest road toruin; or [should leave it 
to the directors to settle that question for the 
company. - But, I say, you do both. ‘The 
specie you send out is absorbed in expences, 
and the govts, abroad go on as usual, draw 
ing heavy bills on the directors, and borrow. 
ing on the spot to any amount, for which Jend; 
ers can be found. Hitherto it has been gene- 
rally understood that the country, which re- 
ceives its balance from another in specie, is the 
gainer ; and that which paysit is the loser by’ 
their mutual intercourse. If bullion had been. 
imported fiom India into England,weshould . 
have heard another story, set off with many 
fine phrases.—I shall now, Sir, take a 
short notice of some particulars in the home 
account, and then proceed to mg conelu- 
sion. In the computation of the company’s 
stock, the apparent balance is in their favour, 
and is stated at 5,675,3791.—but by an order 


of the house of commons, which I have 
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sufficiently explained to the committee and 
to the public a year ago, the capital sub- 
scribed by the proprietors, and actually 
rece.ved by the corporation, viz. 7,780,0001. 
is omitted on the debit side, where it should 
and always did appear. I suppose it might 
have excited some alarm, or at least some 


curiosity, if the balance, on the face of 


the account had been left on the wrong 
side. In the opposite credits, which 
include the whole of what the noble 
lord calls the company’s assets, there are 
some very important and other very ques- 
tionable items. ‘This word assets .is handy 
and convenient; but I do not think that, 
with reference to these accounts, it is distinctly 
understood or properly applied, Ina testa- 
mentary sense, in which it is most commonly 
used, it signifies a sufficiency, either in 
cash, or in property convertible into cash, 
to discharge debts and legacies. Any 
species of property, which does not possess 
that quality, does not properly fall within 
the description of assets. Passive credits can- 
not fairly be opposed to active debts. With 
plenty of such credits on his books, a wealthy 
merchant may find himself a bankrupt, if 
he has no other means to satisfy the bills 
which he has accepted. In this view, I take 
it, the India Company are not much the 
richer for many articles in their quick stocks 
in India, or for their dead stock in Leaden- 
hall-street. But leaving this enquiry for the 
present, I attach myself now to one item 
only, to which J have repeatedly endeavoured 
to draw the attention of parliament with- 
out success, It comes before us again in 
a more questionable shape, but with some 
explanations which we never had _ be- 
fore: I mean the sum of 4,018,000l. for 
which this account takes credit, for stores 
and supplies to his Majesty’s troojs. In the 
last year this demand on govt. stood at 
3,573,339], One million was paidon account, 
by authority of parliament, very improperly 
obtained, as I conceive, and 501,666]. more 
for interest, without any authority at all; 
and all this upon a mere claim stated, subject 
to adjustment. You would naturally expect 
to find the claim diminished by 1,500,000]. 
On the contrary, it stands now at 4,018,008l. 
and we are informed by a memorandum, 
** that the Company’s claims on govt. for 
the expences of the army sent from India to 
Egypt will probably amount to 2,000,0001. 
more. This debt is certainly a thriving plant, 
the more you prune it the faster it grows, 
Now look at the particulars. Does the pub- 
lic know, has parliament to this hour ever 


heard, that government owes the Company 
Vou. I. 
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3,130,5911. for the capture and possession 
of Ceylon; 1,023,995]. for the capture and 
possession of French and Dutch settlements 
on the peninsula; 563,0681. for intended 
expeditions to Mauritius and Manilla; and 
that, on the capital of this unadjusted claim, 
the public is paying interest at 4 per cent. as 
if the debt had. been finally liquidated and 
funded. Of the Company’s right to the 
amount of their demand, | say nothing: it 
may, for aught | know, be perfectly well 
founded ; but | think it cannot be disputed 
that it should not have been kept out of sight 
for so many years. The directors themselves 
should have brought it before parliament. 
The whole has accrued since the act of 1795. 
On this point however | think I have gained 
some ground since last year. The noble 
lord has come round to my opinion. He 
thinks that the claim ought to be examined, 
and finally-adjusted ; and he informs us that 
commissioners on both sides have been ap- 
pointed for that purpose. In the first place, 
I never heard till now of the existence of such 
a commission ; and then I assert that a de- 
mand of such importance as 5,500,000]. 
ought to have been submitted to parliament 
in the first instance, and investigated by a 
committee of this house, or at. least by 
commissioners acting under parliamentary 
authority. The noblelord, I presume, has 
examined the report made by these com- 
missioners, for he says that it appears that 
900,000I. is certainly due to the Company. 
If that be all, their stock account takes 
credit for 3,100,000]. more than they are 
worth. But suppose this had been the state 
of the case last year, when the chancellor 
of the exchequer moved and carried a re- 
solution to pay them one million on account 
w:thout enquiry here, or any evidence what- 
ever produced to the house, It is plain that 
he would have paid them 100,000!. too 
much. On the whole of these transactions 
I shall content myself with saying, that a 
very different prospect was held out to the 
public when it was proposed to renew the 
Company’s charter. The act of 1793 was 
an act of ostentation, and nothing else. Al- 
most all the great objects, which it professed 
to provide for, have failed. Some of the 
principal calculations, for which unbounded 
personal credit was taken, have not merely 
failed, but are reversed. The law is now in 
effect little more than a dead letter. It pro 
mised to secure 500,000]. a year to the 
public :—one year only has been paid. It 
promised to reduce the Indian debt from 
7 to 2 millions, sterling —On the 30th 
of April, 1803, this debt was 20,000,0001. 
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It promised to reduce the bond debt in Great 
Britain to 1,500,0001.—The capital of their 
debt at home, including 700,000}. borrowed 
of the Bank, amounted to 2,544,5671. on 
the Ist of March, 1804. It promised to ex- 


’ hibit a surplus ‘* to’be reserved and retained 


by the Company for their own use, and ap- 
plied in augmentation of the dividends on 
their capital stock ;” and finally it promised 
to provide a fund of 12,000,000]. sterling, 
to be vested in the stocks, ‘* as a guarantee 
fund for the better securing to the India 
Company their capital stock, or the value 
thereof ;’’ after which the supposed surplus, 
of which that fund was to be formed, was 
to become the property of the public in full 
right. I need not tell you, that not one 
shilling has ever been produced to make 
good any portion of these three last pro- 
visions. Have I not then a right to con- 
clude that, as far as relates to the Company’s 
finances, the whole measure is a nullity, 
if not a deception, under the imposing name 
and authority of an act of parliament. "The 
noble lord’s predecessor, who brought in 
that bill, did not confine his hopes within 
the limits even of that flattering prospect. 
In his letter to the directors, dated the 30th 
of June, 1801, he states an opinion in which 
he says there would be much: sound policy, 
viz. ** that it would be wise, after the ex- 
ample of otl-er Indian powers, to have always 
a depét of treasure, in your coffers in India, 
to the amount of three or four millions, 
sterling, to meet any sudden emergency, and 
to save you the necessity of having imme- 


. diate recourse to large Ioans !’’ On the wis- 


dom of such a measure we may debate 
hereafter ; that is, if any of us live to see the 
day, when the supposed deposit of treasure 
shall exist any where but in the noble lord’s 
imagination. There is not a glimpse ora 
shadow of it within our present Indian ho- 
rizon. Sir; Ido not mean to oppose the 


_ passing of these resolutions: on the contrary, 


I wish to see them recorded on the Journals, 
in order that the substance of them, with 
the whole state of our Indian acquisitions, 
and of the Company’s affairs, may be open 
to a fair and full investigation ; not in a Httle, 
annual, wrangling committee, of fifteen or 
twenty members, but upon a scale of en- 
quiry commensurate to the object, the mag- 
nitude of the dominion, the Company’s 
safety, and the important national interests 
connected with that territory and that trade. 
I know I am unequal to the task ; but if it 
be not undertaken by others, my intention 
is to attempt it myself, and as early as pos- 
sible in the next session. I shall propose it 


to the house to enquire, through the medium 

of special committees,’ into the principal. 
transactions which have happened in India 

since the year 1782, and into the changes 
produced by those events in the general state 
of the company’s affairs. On that review 

of the whole subject, I shall call on parlia- 

ment to determine and pronounce, either 

that they adhere to the fundamental prin- 

ciples of policy, justice, and honour, laid 

down by their own solemn resolutions at 

that time, and soon after adopted by the 

legislature; or that the force of events com- 

pels them to abandon that system, and to set 

up a new principle for the future govt. of 
India. It is not prudent, it is not honour~ 

able, it is not safe, that, in the management 

of that great dominion, all your principles, 

all your laws, and all your institutions should 

appear on one side, and all your practice.on 

the other. 

Mr. Charles Grant said, that he had no 
objection to examine the affairs of the Fast 
India company however minutely, provided 
that such an examination should be fair and 
impartial, and unmarked by any party spirit. 
It was a national misfortune, he admitted, 
that the affairs of India were so little known 
and so little attended to. In the affair of the 


company’s claim on government, for the 


actual balance of which they took creditiin 
the present computation of their stock, viz, 
4,018,000]. he thought they had been very 
ill used. ‘They had borrowed in India the 
money, with which they had supplied the 
services of govt. at avery high interest seve- 
ral years ago; and it was only in the last 
year, that a small part ef their just demand 
had been allowed. He wondered to hear 
agent. (Mr. Francis,) for whose abilities and 
knowledge he had long entertained the high 
est respect, complain of the export of bul 
lion to India, as if the company or the 
nation were losers, or at all affected by such 
export. Bullion was an article of merchan- 
dize as much as any other ; and, as to profit 
or less, it made no sort of difference, . 
whether you bought bullion by the sale of 
broad cloth in Europe, or whether you sent 
the broad cloth to India, to purchase bullion 
which you wanted there. As to the com~ 
pany’s omission of their capital on the debit 
side of their stock laid before the house, it 
was done by a positive order of the house of 
commons, which left them no choice. They 
could have no view or interest to serve by 
this omission. No concealment could be 
intended, nor would it be practicable. He 


“thonght his hon. friend had not done justice 


to the accuracy of the accounts annually 
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‘submitted to parliament by the court of 
directors; the communication contained in 
those papers, of the state of the company’s 
affairs, was full and unreserved, as far as the 
materials in their possession would permit. 
Nothing, he was confident, was intention- 
ally withheld, Undoubtedly all estimates 
of services so extensive, so remote, and so 
complicated, were liable to fail in some par- 
ticulars; but such failures were always fairly 
accounted for. In the annual account laid 
before the court of proprietors, which made 
it as public as possible, the amount of the 
cap'tal invariably appeared as a debt against 
the company, exactly on the principle main- 
tained by the hon. gent. (Mr. Francis), But 
in effect, it made no difference in the com- 
pany’s situation, whether their capital ‘was 
stated so, or not; because, after all, the debt 
was only due from the $68 | to itself’, and 
never could be demanded, unless the corpo- 
ration were to be dissolved ; and even then, 
it would come last in order of payment, 
when all other debts were satisfied. ‘The 
hen. gent. concluded with asserting, from 
his own knowledge, that the company’s 
affairs, were, on the whole, much better 
now, than in 1793; and tbat, by the help 
of a sinking fund which had been wisely 
established abroad, he hoped to see them 
ere Jong relieved from all their incumbrances. 

Mr. Francis.—Sir; I beg leave to assure 
the hon. director, with the deepest sense and 
the sincerest acknowledgment of his perso- 
nal merit and uncommon qualifications for 
his office, that I revert with pleasure to 
former times, when I had the happiness of 
possessing his friendship, and that having, 
as I trust, recovered it now, I shall never 
relinquish my claim to it. In reply tosome 
of my hon. friend’s observations, | shall say 
but a few words. In the first place, | ut- 
terly disclaim the idea of hostility to the 
Indiacompany. To the best of my judg— 
ment, J am their true friend and disinterested 
advocate; but not by encouraging or sub— 
mitting to delusions, which, sooner or later, 
I believe must be their ruin. In all the 
transactions of India, I well know that the 
company are purely passive. ‘They have no 
power over their own affairs, because they 
have no command over those, who are no- 
minally their servants. Between the go— 
vernors abroad, and the board of control 
at home, I wish to hear what real, effective 
authority is left with the court of directors. 
With regard to the export of bullion, my 
hon. friend asserts, that it is just the same 
thing, whether you send out so much silver 
or an equal value in British manufactures ; 
or, in other words, whether you buy thesilver, 


with your broad cloth, in Europe or in 
India. I state his proposition as [ understood 
him, and there |] leave it for the present, 
observing only, that far other promises of 
new markets were held out at the renewal 
of the charter. As to the un- 
adjusted claim on government, I never said 
that it was ill-founded; for, in fact, I did 
not know, till very lately, how it arose, 
or what it consisted of. But | did and do 
assert, that it ought to have been examined 
and liquidated, and the balance paid or 
acknowledged long ago. Is it a thing to 
be defended or endured, that a silent debt 
should have been suffered to grow and accu- 
mulate against the public since the year 1794, 
to the enormous amount of five millions and 
a half, besides an outstanding demand of 
two millions more for the expedition to 
Egypt, and that the subject should never 
have been regularly brought before parlia- 
ment ? ‘lhe censure follows the fact, but it 
does not fall on the India company. My 
hon. friend says, that the court of directors 
are precluded by a positive order of the 
house of commons, given in 1794, from 
inserting the amount of their capital on the © 
debit side of their stock account. Iknow 
it. The directors havea right to plead the 
order. But howis it possible to justify the 
order itself? My hon. friend informs the 
house that, although the capital be omitted 
in the account laid before parliament, it is 
invariably inserted in the public account laid 
before the court of proprietors. If so, the 
two accounts of the same property must 
exhibit a different balance; and all that I 
have contended for so long, on this point, 
is admitted. But my hon. friend has deli- 
vered it as his opinion to parliament, that 
it made no real diiterence whether the capital 
was stated or omitted, because the debt was 
only due from the company to itself ; which, 
in my mind, is very like saying that it is no 
debt at all. Here, own, I ditfer from my 
hon. friend, though with great distrust of 
myself, and with unaffected deference to 
his superior knowledge ; and first I ask him 
whether it would be right and regular ina 
merchant, computing only for himself, to 
cred:t the account of his commercial pro 
perty with the produce of his capital laid out 
in ships or merchandize, and not to debit 
the same account with the capital so laid 
out. I believe it is even usual to charge 
interest on the capital, in order to shew the 
final profit or loss accruing from the use of 
it. On this question, I appeal and submit 
to the judgment of the merchants of Eng- 
lind, who certainly know better thin I do, 
how such accounts ought to be kept. As 
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to the proposition now stated, that the debt 
is only due by the company to itself, as if 
the company were an individual person, I 
cannot accede to it. ‘The corporation, and 
the subscribers or proprietors are different 
persons. One of them borrows; the other 
lends. In all cases the debt should appear 
and be acknowledged. I believe the worthy 
directors would be very tender of telling the 
proprietors, the widow, and the orphan, 
whose fortunes are invested in the stock, 
‘hat the corporate body owed them nothing. 
Undoubtedly they are different parties, and 
accordingly the legislature has repeatedly 
interposed in the management of their do- 
mestic affairs for the necessary purpose of 
protecting one of them agaiust the other. 
Mr. Jodnstone threw out an idea;that the 
accounts might be made up in India to the 
31st of Oct. in place of the 30th of April, 
whereby the affairs of India might be brought 
under the consideration of parliament at an 
earlier period, 
_ Mr. C. Grant agreed that it would be 
desirable, but stated an insuperable objec- 
tion, as the revenue year in India termi- 
nated on the 30th of April. 
Mr. Johnston said, this was not the case 
in all the settlements, though it was in 
Bengal. —The resolutions were then agreed 
to, and the house having resumed, the report 
‘was ordered to be received to-morrow.—Adj. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, July 11. 


were heard re- 
specting the writ of error, T, Harwood, esq. 
v. Sir J. H. Astley, bart. M. P. viz. Mr. 
Curwood, for the plaintiff, in error; and 
Mr. Wilson for the defendant.—The Lord 
Chancellor delivered his opinion briefly there- 
on to their lordships, and concluded, by 
moving, that the judgment of the court 
below be affirmed, with 1001. costs.—The 
bills upon the table were forwarded in their 
several stages, Among these the Foreign 
Inlistment bil], and the London Coal Mar- 
ket bill, were read a 3d time and passed. 
The Irish Additional Defence bill was read 
a 2d time; and the Kilwarden Family Pen- 
sion bill, and the Offenders’ Transmit bill, 
respectively went through committees of the 
whole house.—The Irish County Peace, the 
Irish Malt Duties, the Cotton Manufacturers, 
and other bills, were brought up from the 
Commons, and severally read a first time,— 
The Corn Bounty bill was, on the motion 
of Lord Valdeghens ordered to be read a 
2d timeto-morrow, and the lords summoned 
thereon.—Mr. Swinburne, from the com- 


missioners of Westminster Bridge, presented 
certain accounts directed to be Jaid annually 
before parliament, which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Vote or Crepit.J]—Lord Hawkesbu 
delivered the following message from his 
majesty, viz.—** G. R. His majesty firm. 
** ly relying on the uniform zeal and affec. 
tion of the house of lords, and consider. 
ing that it may be of the utmost impor. 
tance to provide for such emergencies as 
may arise, recommends it to their lord. 
ships to concur in enabling him to take 
all such measures as may be necessary to 
disappoint or defeat any enterprize, or 
design of his enemies, that the exigencies 
of affairs may require.’’—The message 
being read, 

Lord Hawkesbury moved a corresponding 
address to his majesty on the occasion, and 
assuring him of the cheerful concurrence of 
the house, &c.; which was immediately 
voted by their lordships, and ordered to be 
presented to his Majesty by the lords with 
white staves. 

[Corn Trane Stanhope 
called their lordships’ attention to the peti- 
ton which he had yesterday presented against 
the corn bill ; the prayer of which was, that 
the petitioner, Mr Chambers, have leave to 
be heard by himself-or counsel ; had a noble 
sec. of state remained in the house, be should 
now have moved that the prayer of the pes 
tition be complied with ; but that not being 
the case, he gave notice that he should move 
to that effect to-morrow. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that as he 
understood, it was the intention of the gent. 
who petitioned to be heard by himself, it 
could make little difference, presuming that 
the gent. was fully prepared, whether the no- 
ble earl’s motion was made that day or to-mor+ 
row. However the bill itself being one not 
only of great importance, but of general 
regulation, it would be matter of scrious 
consideration, whether an individual could 
be regularly heard against a legislative meae 
sure of the kind.—Adjourned. 


‘6 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, June \\. 
[Minutes.}—Mr. Corry moved for aa 


account of the public proportional expendi- 
ture of Ireland for the year 1801, and for a 
copy of the letter for checking the same, as 
far as regarded the army. Granted, and 
afterwards presented by Mr. Smith, and 
ordered to be printed.——A 7th report was 
presented from the commissioners of naval 
inquiry. Ordered to lie on the table and be 
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ptinted.—On the motion of Mr. S. Bourne, 
leave was given to bring ina bill to permit 
the exportation of salt from the Bahama 
islands, &c. in American ships, coming in 
ballast. The Attorney General moved for, 
and obtained leave to bring ina bill to amend 
certain provisions in the defence act passed 
this session, as far as related to the purchase 
of lands and hereditaments for the public 
service. —On the motion of Lord Marsham, 
the minutes referred to in the evidence 
taken before the Middlesex election commit- 
tee, as far as related to the report made to 
the house on Monday last, were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. —Mr. Ald. 
Coombe obtained leave to bring in a bill to 
alter, amend, and render more effectual the 
additional defence act, as far as it related to 
the city of London, which bill he after- 
wards brought in. It was read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a 2d time to-morrow. 
—The sheriffs cf London presented a peti- 
tion from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, &c. 
praying for the aid and authority of parlia- 
ment to enlarge the Poultry Compter, and 
to remove for a time the prisoners now de- 
tained in this prison. The petition was re- 
ferred to a committee.—The free port bill 
was read a 3d time and passed.—A message 
from the lords informed the house, that their 
lordships had agreed to the foreign enrolment 
bill, and to the London coal market bill. 

[Inish CHANCELLORSHIP OF THE ExcHE- 
QuER.J—Mr. Foster brought up the bill for 
warehousing home-made spirits in Ireland, 
intended for exportation, and for regulating 
the exportation of spirits not so warehoused. 
On the motion that the bill be read a first 
time, 

Mr. Francis, in pursuance of the notice 
he had given yesterday, rose and spoke as 
follows : Sir, the formal question before the 
house entitles me to say a few words on a 
subject connected with the business of the 
day, and which, if it deserves consideration, 
ought to be considered now: previously, | 
mean, to our going into any discussion of 
the affairs of Ireland. ‘The doubt which ] 
wish to submit to the house has no personal 
relation whatever to the right hon.gent. (Mr. 
Foster), to whom the govt. of that kingdom 
4s committed, though it has to the character 
and situation in which he appears. Nothing 
can be farther from my thoughts than to 
attach any blame, or to throw out any re- 
flections on that gent. If at the time when 
a change was made in this branch of the 
administration, it could by any possibility 
shave depended on me to have appointed a 
Successor to the office which he represents, 


his name, I think, would have been one of 
the first that would have occurred to me. 
My question is not founded in private curio- 
sity, nor will he receive it, F hope, as any 
mark of disrespect to him; though I be- 
lieve there aré many persons in this house 
besides myself who naturally wish to know 
which of thetwo right hon.gents. (Mr. Foster 
or Mr. Corry,) is the true Amphitryon in 
this drama. But mine, Sir, is a parliamen- 
tary inquiry, material, as I think, to the 
regularity and safety of our proceedings. 
‘The right. hon. gent. (Mr. Foster,) executes 
the office of chancellor of the exchequer of 
Ireland. He lays before us the official do~ 
cuments necessary for our information, and 
we have had the benefit and pleasure of 
hearing many speeches from him full of 
official information on the business of that 
department. How the house has been en- 
lightened by those speeches, I need not say. 
On one particular point, I mean the balances 
supposed to remain in the hands of the col- 
lectors, we heard a variety of contradictory 
assestions, but the question is by no means 
cleared up to the satisfaction of the house.— 
My question is, by what title or authority 
does the right hon. gent. perform the func- 
tions of chancellor of the exchequer of Ire- 
land? If he does not hold the office, on 
what ground does he claim or expect parlia- 
mentary credit to official statements, or 
assertions made by him in that character ? 
The house does not permit a written docu- 
ment of any kind, particularly in matters of 
account, to be laid on the table, unless it 
be properly an official account, officially 
authenticated. Gent. may remember that, 
some time ago, an account of shipping was 
delivered from the board of admiralty, in 
which there appeared to be a considerable 
mistake in the computation, and it was not 
sicned. ‘That account was consequently 
withdrawn, and another presented, in which 
the error was corrected, and that 2d account 
was signed. Why does the house invariably 
observe this caution, and adhere to these 
forms? First, I presume, it is to insure the 
accuracy of the documents laid before them ; 
and 2diy, that if they be erroneous, that 
there may be somebody answerable for the 
error, and liable to the censure of the house. 
The case which is now in our view is new, 
and as far as I can find, without example ; 
consequently the reasoning Yn it cannot 
be governed by precedent. ‘The question, 


whether the practice now adopted be par- 
liamentary or not, can only be determined 
by areference to the forms and principles of 
our proceedings in cases similar, or equiva- 
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fent, to the present. Now, Sir, I contend, 
that official statements made, or measures 
proposed orally in this house, in any de- 
partment of govt. ought to be authenticated 
by. the proper officer, just as must as writ- 
ten documents, and exactly for the same 
geason, namely, that in case of error, we 
may have some person officially answerable 
to parliament for having misled us. Whether 
the right hon. gent. who lately held the office 
of chancellor of the Irish exchequer, {Mr. 
Corry.) holds it now or not, [ do not 
know ; but I do know with certainty, that 
the righthon. gent. on the other side, (Mr. 
Foster,) has not accepted that place; be- 
cause, if he had, he must have vacated his 
seat.in this house. Now, Sir, allow me to 
submit a possible case to your consideration, 
merely for the purpose of my argument, 
and by no means to convey or insinuate any 
idea to his disadvantage. J have no wish 
that the management of Irish affuirs should 
be taken out of his hands, or to interrupt 
him in the duties that belong to it, Suppose 
the right hon. gent. or any other in a similar 
situation, that is, performing the functions 
of an office of which another is in possession, 
should be discovered to have, wilfully or 
ignorantly, misinformed the house in some 
article of consequence, and led us thereby 


into some material error, I ask, Sir, on_ 


whom would the censure of the house at- 
tach, and what would be our remedy ? The 
wepresentative of the office might say, *¢ I am 
** only a private person. The information | 
“ gave the house ought not to be consi- 
« dered as official; and, if Ihave misled 
** you, I am very sorry for it.” If you 
turned to the principal, he would naturally 
tell you that he had not misled you, because, 
though he continued to hold the office, it 
was, in effect, by a nominal tenure only ; 
and that he had not exercised the functions 
of it. Here then there might be a breach of 
duty committed, and nobody to answer for 
it. Whereas, when the proper officer does 
the business of the office, you know where 
your censure ought to attach ; and, if the 

case of misconduct should appear to require 
it, you might address the king to remove 
the party offending. ‘The practice now 
parsued does not leave you that remedy, or 
any other.—Sir, 1 declare most solemnly, 
that I attach no dishonourable suspicion to 
the present transaction. | consider it only 
as a dangerous precedent, inadvertently 
established, and liable to be wilfully abused 
hereafter. There is one consideration more 
which may deserve attention, and with that 


I shallconclude. For the purpose of secur 
ing the independence of the house of coms 
mons, the law provides, that members of 
this house accepting certain places of profit 
under govt. shall vacate their seats, and be 
sent back to their constituents, who may 
re-elect or reject them. But if it be once 
admitted that one man may hold the office 
while another does the duty, may it aot 
happen, that by collusion between the pars 
ties the intention of the law may be defeat. 
ed? They may tacitly understand one 
another on the subject; the seat is not 
vacated, and two persons for the same 
office may be retained in the service of govt, 
without its appearing that the profits are 
received by more than one of them. I now 
submit the whole case to the wisdom of the 
house, who, I hope, will not think that I 
have troubled them on this occasion without 
sufficient reason. 

Mr. Foster confessed that he should have 
rather felt awkward if he had acted as an 
official person without, at the same time, 
holding any office; but his conduct, he 
argued, was not inconsistent with the cha- 
racter of a private member of that house; 
and he could not help regarding the conduct 
ofthe gent. who had just sat down, as uncon- 
stitutional in thehighest degree. Ifno gent, 
had aright to interfere inpublic affairs but such 
as were in office, the privileges of the house 
would be abridged in a manner that would 
gerne against the spirit of the constitution, 
‘The part he had lately acted did not neces 
sarily imply an official capacity. He had 
interfered still more two yearsago, whenhe 
had moved jor various papers, aad proposed 
several public measures, and when no ob- 
jection had been offered to his conduct. He 
certainly was not, he said, in office; but, 


as a member of parliament, he conceived | 


that he had not only a right, but that it was 
his duty to act the part he was now pursuing. 
In regard to the responsibility that had been 
alluded to, he conceived it repugnant to every 
principle of the constitution, and as having 
a tendency to check freedom of debate, to 
imagine that a petition could be presented to 
his ‘Majesty to remove any gent. from office 
for what he might say in thathouse. Such 
a petition could only be presented for con- 
duct out of that house, as the responsibility 
of the chancellor of the exchequer could re- 
late only to his office out of that house, and 
not to his conduct in it. Had he acted, he 
said, in any instance, as chancellor of the 
exchequer out of the house, there might, 
perhaps, have been some room for the ani+ 
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madversions of the hon. member; but any 
such conduct, or any such possible con- 
struction of conduct, he positively denied. 


He concluded with expressing a hope, that. 


the hon. gent. would see the propriety of 
here dropping the matter, as the discussion 
could léad to no beneficial object; and 
begged that the hon. gent. would not per- 
sist in pushing him into an office which he 
was not eager to enter upon. 

Mr. Windham was by no means satisfied 
with the explanation given by the right 
hon. gent. There seemed to be a total 
mistake, both as to the nature of the ques- 
tion, and asto the objections urged by his 
hon. friend. It was never supposed that 
the conduct of the right hon. gent. was to be- 
come the subject of a representation to the 
crown, orto be made cognizable by any tri- 
bunal other than that of the house itself. 
What was the idea then of any breach of 
privilege, or of any thing unconstitutional 
in the present proceeding? It was surely 
not unconstitutional, or inconsistent with 
privilege, for the house to take cognizance 
of its own proceedings. With respect to 
the nature of the objection, nobody had 
ever maintained, that what had been done 
was illegal, or contrary even, so far as the 
letter was concerned, to any order or re- 
gulation of the house. Upon the point of 
right, the hon. gent. was impregnable; but 
there, let it be recollected, he had never 
been attacked. It was admitted, that he 
had the law on hisside: the question was, 
whether he had propriety and usage on his 
side: and, on that point, there was some- 
thing more than a doubt, there was next 
to a certainty that he had not.—In whose 
memory had it ever happened, that the 
business of any of the principal depart- 
ments of govt. had been carried on by one 
person, while the office had been really 
held by another ? What a confusion would 

_such a course of proceeding introduce, 
even in the forms which he (the Speaker) 
would have to observe! It was lucky that 
the same practice did not subsist with re- 
spect to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
for Ireland as did in the case of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer for this country, 
namely, that of addressing him by his offi- 
cial title, as the Speaker might have been 
at a loss to know, which of the two hon. 
gent. he ought so to address. The confu- 
sion in the conduct of business, and in 
what was necessary for the guidance of 
the house, was equally real, and much 
more important. The house naturally ex- 


pected that all official statements should 
be made to it by those who possessed the 
means of official mformation. This ex- 
pectation was, he observed, founded upon 
practice, and that practice upon princi- 
ple. If a member not holding the offi- 
cial situation, was to give to the house 
information that was incorrect, he might 
plead for his incorreetness the want of 
having been duly informed himself: but 
not so, the person who actually filled 
the office. lis misstatements must either 
be wilful, or the result of ignorance for 
which he was responsible. The house had 
therefore something to trust to, and was 
not left without security or remedy on 
points which it could not know of itself, 
and on which nevertheless it was necessary 
that it should judge and act.—If these were 
the objections on one side, let it be seen how 
that matter stood in another view. The 
law required that every member who ac~ 
cepted a situation to be held during plea- 
sure, should be sent back to his constitu- 
ents, to know whether they were willing in 
the new circumstances to confirm their 
former choice. It could hardly be said, 
that a person in expectation of an office, 
was less dependant on the crown than one ~ 
in actual possession, even though remov- 
able at pleasure. However easy the ope. 
ration of turning out might be, it could 
not be easier than to refuse originally to 
appoint. But it would be said, and said 
truly, that though we knew, and could 
take cognizance, of those who held offices, 
we could not be equally certain of those 
who were only expectants. The list 
might be very large, yet the names not 
easily ascertained. But, even this ob- 
jection did not apply in the present case. 
The question here was not of a persom 
generally supposed to have views upoa 
an office; but of one actually exer- 
cising its functions; of a person de- 
signatus, who gave a pretty good proof 
both of what he himself wished, and of 
what others intended for him, when he 
was willing, and was allowed, to discharge 
duties which few were found ready to undere 
take for nothing, and which others did 
not usually consent to leave to them, if it 
had not been previously agreed that they 
were to fill certain situations. A person 


so circumstanced, not only eame within 
the scope and meaning of the law; as was 
in truth the case with many of whom it 
was not possible to take notice; but pre- 
sented a distinct and sensible object, on 
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which the rules of the house might be 
made to operate, even if the law did not. 
Under the law, as it stood, the seat of 
_ the hon. gent.was perhaps not vacated ; be- 
cause the letter of statutes must in these 
cases be pursued; but according to the 
spirit of the law, the seat ought to be va- 
cated, and to that spirit the house might 
give effect by only determining to discoun- 
tenance a practice, which, with nothing to 
recommend it, had obviously much that 
might be objected to it. In such circum- 
stances could the house hesitate? Was it 
for the house to shew an indifference about 
a law which was meant to support its own 
purity; or could it be thought consistent 
with the spirit of that law, that a person 
exercising all the functions, and with them 
all the powers of a high office, confessing 
his own wishes, and manifesting in the 
clearest manner his connection with the 
servants of the crown, should yet continue 
to act and vote, merely because the act of 
his appointment was not yet delivered to 
him, and that he had not touched as yet 
the first quarter of his salary? If this were 
allowed, the law on which many were dis- 
posed to lay so much stress, on which it 
_ became the house at least to feel so much 
delicacy, might soon, with a little ma- 
nagement, be made a mere name. These 
were the real and solid objections to the 
course which had been pursued. But, were 
all these out of the question, the very no- 
velty of the proceeding must be thought 
objection sufficient, combined, as it must 
be, with numerous suspicions and conjec- 
tures which could not fail to arise out of 
it. .When was so extraordinary a pheno- 
menon ever seen before in the political 
sky, as that of two suns shining at once in 
the same sphere—two chancellors of the 
exchequer acting at the same time for the 
same kingdom? In smaller concerns, 
indeed, the case was common. We 
were accustomed to firms and partner- 
ships, and an acting partuer and a sleep-_ 
ing partner; but an acting and a sleeping 
chancellor of the exchequer, was some- 
thing not yet familiar to us. It was not 
customary, at least in the case of the 
present office, for the great officers of 
state to,appear in pairs. The nature 
of the office did not. seem to admit of 
it. ‘A chancellorship of the exchequer 
with two heads, was as monstrous a pro- 
duction as a cow with two heads, and 
would as much embarrass the naturalists 
to explain the manner in which the func- | 


tions were to be performed. It happened, 
he supposed, as in most of these cases 
that only one of the mouths eat; and he 
should be curious to know which of the 
two it was; whether the same that they had 
oftenest heard of late, or the other? For 
here a new prodigy occurred, not only each 
of the mouths spoke, but what was more 
extraordinary, spoke a different language, 


Instead of connexion or sympathy, the two» 


heads seemed to be actuated by the most 
adverse spirit, and to be nothing less than 
butting against each other. In this state, 
how was ‘the house to distinguish? 'To 
which of the two were they to resort for in- 
struction ? Which was that whose lowings 
they were to listen to, as conveying the 
true oracle? It was impossible for the 
house to sit down contented in such a state 
of things. They ought by their disapproba- 
tion to force matters back into their regular 
course, and not to suffer the usages of par- 
liament to be set at nought, the law of the 
Jand to be eluded, the course of business 
to be disturbed, and themselves placed in 
a ridiculous and embarrassing situation, 
merely to answer the purpose of iudivi- 
dual, or perhaps, ministerial convenience, 
aud which, however innocent it might be 
in the present, might, in other instances, 
not happen to be of the sort most entitled 
to consideration. He thought the house 
was not a little indebted to his hon, 
friend for having brought this matter bes 
fore them. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
much entertainment had been introduced 
upon a dull point, while scarcely any thing 
was said to the question before the house, 
which merely regarded the warehousing 
of home-made spirits in Ireland. He 
could see very little danger in the prece- 
dent from which so much mischief was ap- 
prehended, for the example could not be 
very contagious of those who undertook the 
labours of office without the emoluments, 
which was the case of his right hon. friend. 
Neither had his right hon. friend proceeded 
to originate any Ove measure which it was 
not equally competent for any other mem- 
ber of the house to have undertaken. He 
was therefore at a loss to see how any law 
had been violated ; and until the time came 
when he could receive the emoluments of 
office, and fully enter on the discharge of 
all its duties, he did not feel that his right 
hon, friend was bound to vacate his seat. 
The whole of the conversation, he con- 
ceived to be altogether irregular. 
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. Mr. Sheridan was convinced, that if the 
conversation had been altogether irregu- 
lar, the speaker would not have permitted 
it to go so far; the speech of his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Windham) bad been a humor- 
ous one, but really the situation of the 
two Irish chancellors of the Exchequer was 
ridiculous, and at least the country might 
get rid of the incumbrance ot the one who 
did nothing; the acting partner came down 
to the house and denounced his sleeping 
partner, for balances in the collector's 
hands, and at length the sleeping partner 
was obliged to come and defend himself. 
The thing was something like Caliban in 
the play, that had two mouths, and ‘Trin- 
culo remarked, “ if I could but bring this 
island monster into England, I should make 
a fortune by shewing him.” He wished to 
know of the partnership which was the 
real Simon Pure? When men hold osten- 
sible situations, such as the noble lord op- 
posite to him (Lord Castlereagh), who, 
with his predecessor in that office, had 
been deceiving us for fifteen years with 
flourishing accounts of the state of India, 
we may believe more or Jess, as much as 
we can of their statements, because we 
know that they have official means of in- 
formation, but when a member speaks 
officially, without even pretending to offi- 
cial information, the case was very different. 

Mr Canning said, that in point of fact, 
his right hon. triend pear bim (Mr, Fos- 
ter) had not made any motion without in- 
forming the house that he held no official 
situation. He had owned, in every mea- 
sure he had proposed, that he had got no 
official communication. ‘This he had done in 
order that the house might canvass the mat- 
ter with greater attention. So far, therefore, 
the house had the evil in their own power. 
He asked if it was to be imputed to the 
right. hon. gent. as a crime, that, by a pre- 
vious discharge of any office, he had 
proved to his constituents his fitness and 
ability fully to execute its duties, whenever 
they were officially and formally imposed 
upon him, 

Dr. Laurence said, that this discussion 
was material, because it had arisen out of 
a measure, against which gent. might be 
induced to vote, if it should appear that 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Foster) had no 
_ better information upon the business in 
question than other hon. members. It 
appeared to him to be an anomalous and 
% new situation, and it was exceedingly 


proper that some notice should be taken 
Vou, II, 
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of it, so as to draw forth the censure of 
parliament. 

Mr. Francis, in explanation, said; Sir, 
I did never assert that, summo jure, any. 
individual might not do all the acts done 
by the right hon. gent. (Mr. Foster.) 
My objection was founded on the usage of 
parliament, the inconvenience of such a 
proceeding, the danger of the precedent, 
and the abuses to which it was liable; 
and to all this it is thought quite suffi- 
cient to answer, that any member has a 
strict right to act in this manuer if he 
thinks fit. 

Mr. Kinnaird said, that when the right 
hon. gent. opposite to him (Mr. Fos- 
ter) brought forward the Irish budget, he 
(Mr. Kinnaird) had considered all the va- 
rious statements therein as_ proceeding 
from official information. Had he con- 
ceived it to be otherwise, he would have 
refused his consent. His Majesty and the 
country were badly served, and Ireland. 
was left in a disgraceful situation, The 
right hon. gent. was in the situation of a 
person who had purchased an estate, the 
titles to which were not compleated. 
‘There was a miserable evasion somewhere. 
This question would have a very useful 
tendency, as it would lead to shew whom 
we were to look to for responsibility, in 
regard to these matters. ‘The right hon. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer presumed 
himself responsible for the affairs of this 
country. As to the monster with two . 
heads, he dared to say that the print- 
shops would soon take care to caricature 
it in the manner it deserved. 

Mr. Johnstone said, he wished to know 
if the right hon. gent. or any other was 
responsible ; for it there was none of this 
description, then the crown wanted an 
official person in the house, aad the house 
had none to rely on for necessary infor- 
mation that might occur. 

Col. Hutchinson complained also of the 
equivocal character of the right hon. 
gent. who seemed at present to transact 
the Irish business.—The bill was then read 
a Ist time, and ordered to be read a 2d 
time to-morrow. 

{Intsu Treasury Brits 
Foster brought up a. bill for raising 
800,000]. by treasury bills for the service 
of Ireland. On the motion that it be 
read a Ist time, 

Mr. Johnstone rose for the purpose of 
observing, that it had been allowed that 
the aaa that had just -been agitated 

3 


1011] 


would have been regular, had the right 
hon. gent. acted as-‘Chancellor out of the 
house. But he recollected, that in answer 
toa question respecting the issue of Exche- 
_ quer bills, the right hon. gent. (Mr. Foster) 
had formerly stated that arrangements bad 
been taken to provide that none of these 
bills should be issued, and that those ar- 
rangements would be followed up. He 
wished, therefore, to have an answer, if 
the right hon. gent. had said, that those 
engagements would be kept, on the autho- 


rity of the late Chancellor (Mr. Corry), or 


his own? 

Mr. Foster answered, that what he had 
said on the occasion alluded to, was only 
that he had understood that some arrange- 
ment. had been made in Ireland to that 
effect. If the hon. gent. wished to have a 
serious answer, he would say, that he had 
no authority to make any such statement. 

_ —The bill was then read a Ist time. 

Cesroms anp Excise Recu- 

Lation Biru.J—Mr. Foster presented a 
bill for better regulating the Customs and 
Excise in Ireland, and to prevent fraud 
therein. 

Mr. Sheridan, -in consequence of what 
fell in the last conversation from Mr. Fos- 
ter, asked him, whether he had, in his 
individual capacity, undertaken to assure 
the Bank of Ireland, that the govt. of this 
country would make good the 800,000l, 
for the vote of credit? . 

Mr. Foster.—Sir; I remember when I 
was Speaker in the Irish parliament, there 
was one night a great number of questions 
asked about finance, when the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer was not in his place: 
the answer that was given at last was this; 
if you will have the patience to wait till 
the gent. who is in the habit of answering 
these questions comes in, you will proba- 
bly receive an answer. This is precisely the 
answer I shall give on the present occasion, 

Mr. Sheridan thought this was making 
bad worse; it was something strange for a 
member of that house to say, when he 
was asked a question, *¢ Wait till I get 
into office, and then I’ll answer you.” 

Mr. Johnstone also put some questions 
to Mr. Foster about the same arrange- 
ment; when the latter replied there was 
no such arrangement.—The bill was. then 
a ist time. 

Loaw.]—Mr. Alexander 
brought up the report on the loyalty loan, 
which, being read, 

“Mr, Addiigton observed, that being un- 
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avoidably absent from his attendance when 
the late discussion took place on this sub. 


ject he did not wish now to detain the - 


ouse longer than to do what he now felt it 
to be his duty, namely, to reassert his for, 
mer opinions, that the holders of stock in 
that loan were not entitled to pay. 
ment before April, 1805; a majority of 
the house had so decided upon a former 
night ; and relying, as he did, upon the 
opinions of the first law authorities in the 
land, he was still of the same opinion.— 
The report was then agreed to, 
Dutirs Bity.]—The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order 


of the day for going into a committee oa 


the stamp duties bill, 

“Mr, Sheridan said, he would not object 
to the Speaker’s leaving the chair, but he 
wished that the committee should have 
power to divide the bill. He had still to 
object, that the old duties were not stated 
in the schedule, together with the new 
items of the same description. Without 
such a view, it was impossible to ascertain 
either the object or the effect of every dise 


tinct increase, or the amount of the whole, ’ 


This duty was estimated at 800,000l. by 
the late chancellor of the exchequer, ine 
cluding an ad valorem stamp on copvey- 
ances, which would yield 300,000], This 
stamp was omitted by the present chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, who yet took credit 
for a produce of 750,000]. The worst 
effect of this tax would be, that the courts 
of justice would be less accessible in con- 
sequence of it. ‘The right hon. gent. said, 
he found this measure already in existence, 
he had not instituted it. ‘This was entirely 
a question of degree, and when degree 
was lost sight of in such things, there was 
uo longer any equitable principle. ‘There 
were several species of taxation which 
might be increased in any degree without 
any mischief, such as game licences, taxes 
on spirits, and several ethers; but when 
the govt. looked towards the administra- 
tion of justice with a greedy eye, the ad- 
ministration of justice must be affected, 
If we were told that'no man should pursue 
a suit at law without a licence of the ex- 
pence of 5 per cent. every one would say, 


that such a tax would be shocking in any: 
country, but intolerable in this; but he: 


saw no, difference between such a licence 
and the necessity of using stamps to that 
amount. It was on this ground that he 


was.always an enemy to the stamp duty on — 


newspapers, for though it was contended 


4013 


that the liberty of the press would not be 
affected, if the duty was carried to an ex- 
_ treme it would be ruinous. On this prin- 
ciple it had been said by one of the most 
acute men of this country, Mr. Horne 
Tooke, and the observation was worthy of 
note, “ the courts of justice are open to 
every man in this country, and so is the 
London Tavern; but if one cannot afford 
the expence, it is as useless for him to 
look for justice in the one as for the means 
_ of satisfying his hunger in the other.” Of 
the whole sum of 750,0001. to be raised by 
the increase of stamp duties, 500,0001. 
would be on law proceedings. In the 
chancery proceeding the addition would be 
25 per cent. Ifa man could not defend 
his right without a licence, or what 
amounted to it, this was virtually selling 
justice. It was a breach of the pringiple of 
Magna Charta, aulli vendere jusliciam, by 
which equal justice was to have been se- 
cured to the rich and the poor. This was 
intended to prevent the imposition on 
those who were not allowed to remove 
their suits out of the county court to the 
king’s court, witbout paying the crown for 
the privilege. The money levied by the 
govt. for these stamps would be exactly si- 
milar to that exacted by the crown in the 
former instance, and prohibited by Magna 
Charta. The poorer classes would be en- 
tirely excluded from the court by the vast 
expences superadded to the process. It 
might be contended, that it was a good 
thing to discourage litigation; he allowed 
it was, but it should not be prevented by 
extreme expence in the course of justice, 
which would equally repress the pursuit of 
right and the spirit of contention. He 
condemned the annual licences required 
for attornies, as illegal and oppressive ; 
there were good and bad in all professions, 
and why should that be selected for this 
burden ; why might it not as well be laid 
on physicians and merchants? He allowed 
that the 1001. stamp on the indenture was 
very proper, as it was a security of some 
property or connection in the person. He 
condemned the increase of duty on the 
policies for life insurance ; persons sacri- 
ficing a part of their present income to se- 
cure a provision to their surviving rela- 
tives, should not be so burdened. He 
was the more surprised that the right hon. 
gent. imposed this’ burden, as in his own 
income tax, he allowed the sums paid for 
life insurances to be deductéd from the in- 
gome: He concluded ‘with’ moviiig; ‘that 
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the committee be instructed that they had 
power to divide the bill into two bills.” _ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
that the most proper place for the discus- 
sion of particular clauses would be in the 
committee, and therefore he would de- 
cline going into them in the present stage 
of the bill. But if the hon. gent. who had 
been at the trouble to direct his attention to 
the papers on the table, had given any part 
of that attention to the schedule itself, which 
had been so filled with anxiety for a week 
past, about the examination of the paper, he 
would not have fallen into such egregious 
misconceptions of its contents. Indeed, 
he himself felt some regret that the paper 
had not been printed, because, in that 
case, the hon. gent. might have found some 
friend to read it for him, and prevent him 
falling into the egregious error of estimat- 
ing at 500,0001. the tax on conveyances, 
which, in the former schedule was esti- 
mated only at 60,0001. The discussion 
of this day, he observed, opened on a very 
different ground from that which had been 
taken by the opponents of the bill on a 
former night. They had attacked the bill 
on the principle that it would act most 
oppressively on that profession of which he 
had the honour once to be a member, and _ 
to whose interests certainly he could not 
wish to offerany injury; but he could now 
say, that in the conversation he had held 
with certain members of that profession, 
they seemed to have very different feelings 
from those professed for them by their ad- 
vocatesin that house ; and though each ine 
dividual might not exactly approve all the 
items of increase in the schedule, yet, in 
general, they were acceded to as circum- 
stances called for by the exigencies of the 
times.— With respect to the very enormous 
increase that was stated by a learned: and 
hon. member (Dr. Laurence), to accrue - 
under this schedule, upon proceedings in 
the civil courts, it was an effect certainly 
not intended, but arose out of a misconcep- 
tion in wording the schedule, and not pre- 
cisely considering the number of lines and 
words which constitute a folio in the pro- 
ceedings of those courts: and if the tax 
were to attach, in the manner expressed 
in the schedule, upon those who sought 
the luxury of prosecuting. suits in those 
courts; it certainly would, like most luxu- 
ries, be pretty much enhanced by the ex- 
cess of expence: for, upon enquiry, it ap 
peared, that in some cases, it was neces« 
sary to begin a suit in one of those courts 
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_by a statement occupying 400 pages, as 
preliminary to the commencement of any 
actual proceedings. It was, however, an 
error he would own, and, fortunately, one 
-of a nature not very likely to escape ce- 
tection; for, in fact, the only increase in- 
tended to be made, was a general propor- 
tion of one-third upon the rates in gene- 
ral. Now, as to the objection against the 
principle of taxing law proceedings, gent. 
would recollect that it was one of no very 
modern adoption, but commenced in the 
reigu of King William, a period of our 
history not very favourable to unconstitu- 
tional measures and since taken up and 
adopted by successive parliaments ; and he 
could see no reason why law proceedings 
were not as fairly objects of taxation, as 
other transactions of intercourse between 
men in society. With respect to the plea 
of injury to the poor, it was the peculiar 
characteristic of our constitution, to assign 
a mode to them of seeking justice in forma 
pauperis. But he utterly denied that this 
was a tax on justice, as the cost must fall 
upon the party maintaining an unjust suit ; 
and so far was he jrom coinciding in the 
argument of the hon. member, for opening 
the law courts for litigation without ex- 
pence, that he thought it a good thing to 
discourage it. ‘The hon. member had said, 
that a tax on law proceedings was a viola- 
tion of Magna Charta, and a sale of pub- 
lic justice. He totally denied the inter- 
ence, and asserted, that the principle of 


Magna Charta was only against the prac-" 


tice of setting up justice to auction, etd 
' deciding in favour of the highest bidder. 
He would not, for the preseni, go more 
into the arguments of the hon. gent.; but 
regretted the hon, member had not resorted 
to the information he might have had from 
the paper on the table. 

Mr. Sheridan replied, that it would be a 
tedious operation indeed for members to 
be obliged to read the paper, one alter 
another, instead of having it printed. 

Dr Laurence said, the right hon. geut. had 
the advantage of combining with his other 
great talents a high degree of wit, which 
was seldom found in union with them. 
These long proceedings in the civil law 
courts, on which the right hon, gent. had 
been so witty, took place only in matri- 
monial cases, which there was reason to 
hope the right hon. gent. would never in- 
cur the burden of. ‘The reason of moving 


for the instruction to divide the bill, was, 


that if one part of it could not be amend- 
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ed, it might be excluded. From the dif. 


ferent modes in which papers were pres 


sented, it was not surprising that some of 
them escaped notice. Sometimes they 
were presented by a sec. of state at the 
Lar, in volumes almost bulky enough to 
require a wheelbarrow to carry them; at 
another time they were brought slyly in 
the pocket of a sec. of the treasury, and 
suffered to lie on the table, or in some of 
the drawers under it, with no other noti- 
fication than the titles of them being once 
read at the table. It was complained of 
as a great hardship, that in the court of 
Chancery the additional stamps would 
only amount to 25]. per cent. while in the 
Ecclesiastical court they would amount to 
50 per ceut. A great deal had been said 
of the benefit the poor had in being able 
to sug in forma pauperis: it was fit the 
house should know that this, advantage 
was enjoyed only by those who could 
swear themselves not worth 51. after the 
payment of their just debts. The gra 
tuitous assistance of the bar was fre. 
quently given to persous not so entirely 
poor; but if govt. imposed this burden 
upon them, they would be entirely de- 
barred from jusuce. He wished the judges 
to have a power of giving relief from 
stamps in such cases. As to the idea 
of costs falling on those who were in 
the wrong, it should be recollected, that 
there were Many cases, in which each in. 
dividual paid his own costs; and that when 
there was no object in litigation but the 
decision of an important point. In testa 
mentary cases this burden would fall so 
heavy, that wills of small properties 
would not be worth establishing, and the 
falsification of wills would be encouraged 
by the barriers which were opposed to 
inquiry and conviction, In the Admis 
ralty court ‘also this burden would be 
severely felt. In cases of complaint be. 
tween husband and wife, where the costs 
on both sides must always fall on the hus- 
band; in prize causes, where the parties 
on one side were that gallant set of men, 
British sailors, and on the other, foreign 
merchants, who were obliged to follow 
their ships into our ports, and vindicate 
themselves in our courts against the 
charges on which they were- seized; in 
suits instituted on the subject of wills, the 
fees on the admission of proctors, and @ 
vast variety of other cases, the expence 
of stamps would be so enormous, as to 
deter men from seeking justice or redress 
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and fall most heavily on those who were 
least able to bear it, and mostly on the 
injured party. 

Mr. Addington said, the schedule was 
the counterpart of that which he should 
have recommended, if he had continued 
in office, and therefore he considered him- 
self bound to take upon himself even a 
larger proportion of any obloquy to which it 
may give rise, than the right hon. gent. who 
now brought the measure before the house, 
The learned gent. who spoke last was in 
error, in thinking that the charge was 
increased on all the proceedings in the 
Admiralty court. ‘There was no increase 
on appeals in prize causes, nor on libel, 
on declaration, nor on many other im- 
portant proceedings. Neither was there a 
general augmentation on policies, or life 
iusurance; on the contrary, the expence 
was diminished on small sums, and when 
it was increased, it was in proportion to 
the property. He acknowledged that 
costs on law proceedings could be justified 
only by absolute necessity; and he would 
recommend, that if substitute taxes could 
be found, these taxes should be reduced, 
or at least not increased. He thought the 


' whole of this discussion best adapted to 


the committee, and was adverse to the 
instruction to divide the bill. 

Sir W. Pulteney was of opinion, that 
objections which went so much to the 
principle of the measure, came best be- 
fore the house before they went into the 
committee. He thought the new stamps 
on law proceedings.totally unconstitutional 
and unwise. There were a number of 
taxes proposed and adopted in the reign 
of King William, from the necessity of 
raising money, and ignorance of the prin- 
ciples of taxation, which would not now 
be tolerated for a moment. _ There were a 
number of things in this schedule which 
ought to be omitted, and a number of 
other taxes of the right hon. gent. which 
ought to be repealed. 

Mr. Serjeant Best opposed the tax, as 
absolutely barring the doors of justice 
against all the poor, as well as the mid- 
dling orders of society. He said, that no 
man could venture to seek justice for a 
Moderate sum of money, without an ex- 
pence of a stamp more than it was worth 
his while to pay. He denied that the 
Costs of suit fell upon the losing party; 
for that party frequently became insolvent 
during the course of litigation, and not only 
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the costs of prosecution, but the enor- 
mous expence of stamps, was to be added 
to the loss of debt already sustained. In 
many cases the circumstances were so 
equally poised, that no costs were allowed — 
by the court to either side, and im this 
case the incurred charge of stamps would 
fall heavily on both. He considered it as 
in effect a sale of justice, and a measure 
which would deter men from seeking jus- 
tice. He always understood the fair prin- 
ciple of taxation to be, that taxes should 
be laid on thosé who were most able to 
bear them; but in this case the principle 
would be inverted, and the burden of the 
tax thrown where it could least be borne, 
upon the indigent and distressed. It was 
a tax on distress, and not opulence, as in | 
the instance of mortgage: if a man wanted 
to borrow 10,000]. on mortgage, he would 
be obliged to pay 1001. by this tax. A 
person who owed 20,0001. paid more than 
one who had 20,0001. to spare. He asked 
the gent. of the landed interest whether 
this was right? He also observed, that 
this would be extremely burdensome on, 
copyhold tenures, where the heir could. 
not be admitted without suing in the 
Lord’s court. He contended that the 
principle of Magna Charta was violated, 
inasmuch as the suiter could not come into 
court without paying. Law proceedings 
were already too heavily taxed, and suits 
were, in other respects, too expensive, 
and it was among the first principles of 
taxation to consider the prior state of. 
what was to be taxed. With respect to 
costs falliug always on those who were in 
the wrong, he had to observe, and those 
conversaut with the courts knew it, that 
defences were frequently set up by per- 
sons unable to pay, and unwilling to con- 
fess their inability, who, when judgment 
was at length given, could satisfy the de- 
mand no otherwise than by going to pri- 
son, leaving the person for whom judg- 
ment was given to pay his costs, in addi- 
tion to the loss of the debt. The measure — 
would have the effect of impeding the 
progress of justice, by multiplying the 
expence, and of course augmenting the 
difficulties, Paupers, it was true, who 
could swear they were not worth 51. would 
still have access to the courts, without 
being affected by the operation of the act; 
but there was a description uf persons bee 
tween the rich and the poor, who were 


entitled to the considerate at- 
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tention of the house, that would be ma- 
terially and severely burdened by it. On 
these grounds, therefore, he felt himself 
under an obligation of supporting the 
amendment. 

_ Mr. Dickinson, jun. thought it would 
have been well if the learned serjeant, 
before he made his speech, had taken into 
his consideration, that if there was any 
thing which more particularly distinguished 
this country, it was the purity and equity 
of its law proceedings. As to the tax 
falling heavily. upon the poor, if the learned 
serjeant had taken time to reflect, he 
would certainly have made no such state- 
ment, seeing that there was a very consi- 
derable part of the administration of jus- 
tice in this country which was totally un- 
fettered by stamp duties, namely, all that 
valuable part which was left in the hands 
ef the justices of the peace. 

The Attorney General contended, that 
the argument of his learned friend applied 
rather against the laws already existing 
for levying astamp duty, than against the 
augmentation proposed in. the present in- 

stance. Did the learned member mean 
~ to state, that the laying an ad valorem 
duty in a certain proportion to the duties 
already existing on all legacies, bequests, 
eonveyances, and promissory notes, would 
_ interfere with the course of law proceed- 
ings? The litigations that arose from hav- 
ing such instruments executed on an im- 
proper:stamp, would be done away by the 
arrangement of the present measure, and 
on that ground it ought to have the sup- 
port of bis learned friend. All the argu- 
ments he bad drawn from the effect the 
measure. would have on the opinion of 
foreign nations, with respect to the diffi- 
culty of. prosecuting suits, or obtaining 
justice in this country, applied generally 
to the policy.of levying aay stamp duty at 
all on such, proceedings, and therefore did 
not bear on the present occasion. ~~ 

Mr. Windham.could not subscribe-to the 
Opinions of the learned gent. either that, 
im point of fact, the arguments: of’ the 
learned serjeant were arguments against du- 
ties on, law: proceedings in general, and 
not against the particular duty in ques- 
tion; , or that, being arguments against 
such duties:in general, they were: not ap- 
plicable: to, the present occasion. If du- 
ties on law-proceedings had. been hereto~ 
fore. improperly imposed, that was.no rea~ 
son why they.should now be: renewed and 
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extended. If the objections to such duties 
had, in former instances, been with propriety 
over-ruled, that was no reason why those 
objections might not be urged with effect 
now. It was an odd argument in favour 
of any principle wrong in itself, that the 
same had in fact, on former occasio 

been acted upon; or, on the other hand, 
that what was right in a certain degree, 
might therefore be pursued to any extent 
at pleasure. In the present instance, he 
should be inclined to say the direct con. 
trary; and that law proceedings: having 
been already heavily taxed, there was an 
additional reason why nothing farther 
should be added. In his opinion, law 
proceedings never ought to have been 
taxed at all. A tax upon law was, as had 
been well observed by an ingenious writer, 
a tax upon necessaries. It was a tax 
upon that by which the means of exists 


ence’were, in many instances, to be prow | 


cured. It was a tax in consequence, that 
fell fatally upon the peer. ‘To them it 
was nothing less than a denial of justice; 
and, of consequence, of all that which 


justice was to give. ‘The disadvantages of 


the poor, in that respect, were already 
sufficiently great; and that from no fault 
either on the part of the Jaw, or of the 
govt. or of those by whom the law or the 
govt. was to be administered ;. but from 
the necessary condition and constitution 
of things. As had been well observed by 
@ great writer (Dr. Johnson), to bring a 
rich man and a poor man upon equal 
terms into a court of justice, was a desi 
deratum in human policy,.that had never 
yet been fully supplied. But the diffi« 
culty was, in most cases, to enable the 
pour man to come into a court of justice 
at all. This difficulty, instead of alles 
viating, we. were taking means, delibes 
rately, to augment, and thus to defeat 
the very end and object of law, which 
was to give protection to the poor against 
the rich, to the weak against the strong, to 
the helpless against the powerful. Even as it 
was at present, no liberal or conscientious 
lawyer would advise a client to have’ re. 
course to law, for any object of less va- 
lue: than 40 or 50],; a: value bearing a 
large proportion to the fortunes of most if 
the community, and affording, theretore; 
an extensive range, within which ° injustice 
might operate with impunity. ‘This-circle 
we were now’ about to enlarge. If — 
plea,could. be urged for-increasing the di 
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ficulties of legal proceedings, it would be 
in cases of a far different description ; 
cases, namely, of penal justice, where 
prosecutions for petty offences were to be 
carried on against individuals on the part 
of the public. There arguments might 
not be wanting to shew, that too great 
facility in giving effect to law, might be to 
the full as injurious as too great difficulty; 
particularly if certain societies were likely 
to come in fora part. But in these cases, 
on the contrary, if he were to judge from 
a bill that had been projected lately, the 
opinion of many was, that yet impedi- 
ment was to be removed, and nothing 
omitted that might give to justice the most 
free and unrestrained course. It was only 
in questions of meum 5 tuum, where redress 
was to be sought for private wrongs, 
and men were endeavouring to recover 
what was their own, that difficulties were 
to be thrown in the way, and such impe~ 
diments created, as in the case of those 
who ought peculiarly to be the objects of 
our protection, would amount to nothing 
Jess than a prohibition. He was amazed 
that the right hon. the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer should, for the sake of such a 
sum as this tax would bring, be willing to 
profit by the wrong of his predecessors, 
and to persist in a measure so contrary to 
every principle of justice, and pregnant 
with such serious injury—The question 
was then called for, and strangers ordered 
to withdraw. ‘The question, however, was 
not pressed to a division, and the house 
forthwith resolved itself into a committee. 

Mr. Sheridan objected to the schedule 
becoming part of the bill, until members 
had bad an opportunity of examining it 
after it should be printed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, to 
leave out the schedule would be to omit 
one of the most important and efficient 
portions of the bill. if the hon. gent. 
wanted information of the existing stamps, 
a list was printed, which was in the hands 
of every stationer. The hon. gent. he 
said, seemed to neglect every ordinary 
means of gaining intelligence, aud to be 
disposed to call for documents which will 
give him no explanation whatever. 

Mr. Sheridan was surprised to hear the 
sense and understanding of the committee 
was thus to be employed on loose, irregu- 
lar papers, instead of being assisted by 
the production of authenticated instru- 
ments. This bill, which was to disap- 
point all the ends of justice in the coun- 
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try, was introduced under circumstances 
peculiarly suited to its nature and design, 
Mr. Sturges Bourne attributed the diffi- 
culty felt by the hon. gent. not to any 
deficiency in the papers on the table, but 
to some inattention on his part in regard: 
to the contents of those papers.—A desul« 
tory conversation of some length took 
place; Mr. Serjeant Best, Mr. Fonblanque, 
aud Mr. W. Smith, contending, that the 
schedule ought to have been printed, pur~ 
-suant “to what was known to have been 
the intention of the late right hon, the 
Chatucellor of the Exchequer, for the in- 
formation of gent. previous to the diseus- 
sion of so important a measure; and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, M. Hus= 
kisson, and Mr. S. Bourne, insisting that 
it was the business of any hon. gent. who 


‘wished the paper to be printed, to have 


moved the house to that effect, but at the 
same time not expressing any reluctance 
to have the paper adverted to, containing 
a comparative statement of the old and 
the new stamp duties, ordered to be 
printed, when the house should be ree 
sumed, though they would not consent 
to delay the progress of the bill for that 
purpose. 

Mr. Sheridan maintained, that it was 
the duty of the hon. gent. who had moved 
for, or brought up the account, to have 


moved that it should be printed, for the 


accommodation of gent. who seldom paid 
attention to papers until they came in 
that form before the house, aud com- 
plained that on a former Occasion, his at, 
tention had not been directed to the papers 
now alluded to. 

The Secretary at War replied, that the 
laying the paper on the table was a public 
act of the house, with which every mem. 
ber must be supposed to be acquainted, 
and it was therefore the right hon. gent.’s - 
own ‘fault, if he wished it to be printed, 
not to have moved for it. ‘The fact, how- 
ever, was, that the hon. gent. had com- 
mitted a blunder with respect to this pa- 
per in the first instance, that he had re« 
peated his blunder ia the last discussion, 
and that he was now in the 3d instance 
guilty of the same blunder. . 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the right 
hon. gent. had the happiness to belong to 
a country where they possessed the second 
sight: he unfortunately was of a blunder- 
ing race in the West, and might reason. 
ably expect some compassion for his here< 


ditary infirmities. With all that respect — 
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he felt for the superior discernment of the 
right hon. sec. it was his duty to say the 
bill was calculated to prevent the attain- 


ment of justice in our public courts; it. 


was not to impose large sums on hackney 
coaches, quack medicines, and lavender 
water, It was not on the constitutional 
grounds connected with the use of Dr. 


Anderson’s pills, that he objected to it, 


but it infringed the sacred principles ot 
our political constitution, which no phar- 
maceutic remedy could subsequently re- 
store. Four or five hundred thousand 
pounds were, in multifarious forms, to be 
raised by these stamps, and the poor were 
to be deprived of that protection of the 
law to which they were entitled. 

_ The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
the present not the proper stage to enter 
into the general principles of the bill. 
The hon. gent. seemed to have very soon 
forgotten, that his motion was not to ab- 
rogate but to divide the bill. ‘The figures 
he had also misstated ; and what was most 
unlucky for him was, that he could not 
correct his arithmetic, without stultifying 
his argument.—A cousiderable part of the 
bill was then gone through, when the 
house being resumed, progress was re- 
ported, and the committee appointed to 
sit again on Friday. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, July 12. 


[Mrixvures.] — The Irish Additional 
Force bill went through a committee of 
the whole house, and was afterwards re- 
ported.—The Kilwarden Family Pension 
bill was read a 3d time and passed.—The 
bills upon the table were forwarded in 
their several stages. 

[Corn Trapve Stanhope 
moved, that the order of the day for the 
2d reading of the Corn Trade bill be dis- 
charged, and that the bill be read the 2d 
time on Monday next. His lordship said, 
he had distinctly given notice, that he 
should oppose the bill. Whatever the 
opinions of noble Jords might. be as to the 
merits of this bill, it would be allowed, it 
was a bill of great importance. He had 
read hundreds of bills, but never saw any 
so unworthy to receive their lordships’ 
approbation as this, if it were even ad- 
mitted that the principle of the bill was 
unexceptionable. If their lordships should 
came to a debate on it, he would shew 


that it was drawn up in a most absurd and 
ridiculous manner. The legal import of 
the words et cx#tera, he believed, had ne. 
ver been attempted to be defined. But in 
this bill it was taken to mean biscuits, 
The bill had occasion to notice the rela. 
tive value of English and Irish currency, 
This was well understood to be as 12 to 
13. In this bill it was sometimes stated 
to be as 9 to 9; 10 to 10; as 14 to 16, 
Such was the arithmetic of the bill, such 
its absurdities! As to its policy, it wasa 
bill to increase the price of corn and bread, 
This was the acknowledged object of its 
framers, this the language of the bill, and 
of the committee in the other house. He 
said thus much to call their lordships’ at. 
tention to this extraordinary bill.—The 
noble lord s motion was then agreed to, 

[Broquen’s NATURALIZATION Bixt.] 
—The report of the committee on this bill 
being read, 

The Bishop of St. Asaph observed, that 
the naturalization of foreigners was an act 
of mere grace in the legislature; and the 
principle it had adopted was, that the 
person praying for such favour should be 
of the religion of the realm by law esta- 
blished. If they were adults, it was re- 
quired that they should have received the 
sacrament according to the rites of the 
church of England. If they were not 


_jadults, he thought the principle should be 


still maintained, and evidence required 
that they were Protestants of the English 
church.. The proper evidence was that of 
baving been confirmed. In the present 
instance, which was that of a lad under 
the age prescribed by law for taking the 
sacrament, no evidence was’ produced be- 
fore the committee to prove that the 
young man was a Protestant of the church 
of England. Ue thought it indispensable 
that the person praying to be naturalized, 
should give proof of his being a Protes- 
tant of the church of England, by having 
received the sacrament according to the 
rites of the church of England, if an 
adult; or being confirmed, if otherwise. 
He should on this principle, which he held 
to be of the utmost importance, move, 


* that the report be taken into consideras. 


tion on this day 3 months.” 

The Lord Chancellor said, he entirely 
agreed with the learned prelate on the 
principle which should govern such bills, 
But, perhaps, in the present case, it was 
pushed too far. It would be hard on the 
party to lose all the expences of the bill, 


| 
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because of that which might fairly, as to 
him, be deemed to result from mere ig- 
norance. He therefore wished, that the 
report’ should be postponed for a few days, 
to see if the party could not give proof otf 
his being of the established religion. Per- 
haps the bill might be passed with a pros- 
pective power; enacting that he be natu- 
ralized so soon ashe shall be confirmed, 
or receive the sacrament. He was un- 
willing the person should suffer from igno- 
rance. He would therefore propose, that 
the report lie on the table, to see what 
could be done, consistent with the prin- 
ciple which he wished to maintain, and 
with what was just in this particular case. 
For future regulation, he thought it would 
be well that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to point out what evidence should 
be necessary when the person was not an 
adult. ‘The best evidence would probably 
be that of confirmation, as suggested by 
the learned prelate.—The report was 
thereupon ordered to lie on the ‘table. 

[Ixsorvent Dexsrors’ Bitt.]—Lord 
Walsingham moved the 2d reading of the 
bill; which being done, it was ordered, on 
the motion of his R. H. the Duke of Cla- 
rence, that it be referred to a committee 
of the whole house on ‘Tuesday next. 
When the question was put, 

‘The Lord Chancellor, leaving the wool- 


sack, said, that the bill before their Jord-| 


ships seemed to have remained in the 
house without a single friend, until the 
illustrious Duke had taken it under his 
protection. Most of their lordships, he 
was persuaded, were even ignorant that 
such a bill was before them; and he 
thought it extraordinary that those who 
brought forward a measure of such im- 
portance, did not think it worth their 
while to consult with the noble and learned 
lords in that house. He approved of de- 
ferring the commitment of the bill until 
Tuesday, and he hoped that their lord- 
ships, in the mean time, would bestow all 
that attention on it that the great im- 
portance of it required, for it was im- 
possible that it could pass without un- 
dergoing very great alterations in the com- 
mittee, 

The Earl of Westmeath stated, that the 


respectable member of another house (Mr. 


Shaw), who brought in the bill, had con- 

fided it to his care when it should come 

before their lordships. As it was not his 

wish to precipitate a measure of such con- 

sequence, he had been induced to post- 
Vou. Il, 
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pone moving for the 2d reading of the 
bill, until he had some conversation with 
the noble and learned lord on the wool- 
sack, which it: was his intention to have 
requested on the first opportunity.-Ad~ 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, July 12. 


[Minures.]—Sir J. Anderson brought 
up the report of the committee on the pe- 
tition from the city of London, respecting 
the re-building of the Poultry Compter. 
Upon the motion of the hon. bart. Jeave 
was given to bring in a bill for rebuild- 
ing the said Compter, and for enabling 
the sheritis, in the interim, to remove their 
prisoners.—A new writ was moved for a 
representative for Bath, in the room of 
Lord J. Thynne, who has accepted the 
plaee of Lord Chamberlain to his Majesty, 


—The Expiring Law bill was committed.- 


—The Lottery bill was read a 3d time and 
passed, as was also the Irish Small Note 
bill—Mr. Sturges Bourne brought up a 
bill for permitting the exportation of salt 
from this country and the Bahamas, to 
certain settleménts in North America. 
[Orpnance Lanps the 
motion for the 2d reading of the Ordnance 
Lands bill, 
Mr. Giles objected to it, on the prin- 
ciple of its allowing the permanent pur- 
chase of lands for the crown, which was 
contrary to the principle of our constitu- 
tion. The General Defence bill already 
gave power for the temporary purchase of 
such lands; but this bill would go to ren- 
der the purchase permanent. That the 
principle may have been adopted in any 
former bill, was no reason, in his mind, 
why it should serve as a precedent to jus- 
tify new errors, The reference, too, was 
to the lord lieutenant of the county, whom 
he considered ineligible, as being an offi- 
cer of the crown, removable at pleasure ; 
and, therefore, he thought that . reference 
to the bench of justices of the county 
would be infinitely more proper. He did 
not know whether the present was the 


| proper stage in which to object to parti 


cular clauses ; but if not, he would avail 
himself of the future stages of the bill. 
The Speaker informed the hon. member, 
that in the present stage of the bill he 
must confine himself merely to the general 
principle of the bill—The bill was thea 


read the 2d time. 


~ 
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TraDE with Newrounp- 
LAND. ]—The house having resolved itself 
into a committee.on the acts for regulating 
the: trade between Ireland and Newfound- 
land,. 

Mr. Foster observed, that the trade to 
Newfoundland was of importance to Ire- 
land, and deserved encouragement, and 
for that purpose he proposed two resolu- 
tions to the committee: Ist, that salt 
should be allowed to be exported, duty 
free, from the ports of Waterford, Ross, 
Cork, and Limerick, to Newfoundland, 
for the benefit of the trade; and Qdly, 
that salt imported into Ireland should be 
allowed to be re-shipped, without being 
landed from the vessels in which it should 
be imported into vessels clearing out for 
Newfoundland, free of duty.—The reso- 
lutions were agreed to, and the house 
being resumed, the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow. 

Revenve the mo- 


‘tion for the 2d reading of the Irish Reve- 


nue Regulation bill, 

- Col. Hutchinson objected to its being 
read a 2d time in so thin a house. He 
thought it a bill of much importance, and 
that it ought to be printed,’and time given 
for its mature consideration, He was 
himself unacquainted with its contents, 
but only knew from report, that it was 
directed to raise a very great revenue in 
freland, and therefore the fullest time 
ought to be given for its due discussion. 

Mr. Foster answered, that the bill was 
printing, and he had every reason to be- 
lieve would be ready this day. If the 
hon. member would not oppose the 2d 
reading now, and allow the bill to be 
committed for to-morrow, he pledged him- 
self to them to agree to defer it farther 
till Saturday, if the hon. gent. desired. 
—The bill was then read a 2d time, and 
committed for to-morrow. _ 

Spirits Warenovstine Bitt.] 
—Mr. Foster moved the 2d reading of this 
bill. 

Col. Hutchinson observed, that this 
measure was a direct violation of the arti- 
cles of union, and he felt himself bound, 
of course, to object to it. The distillers 
of Ireland felt considerable alarm on the 
subject; and in such a case, he trusted 
the right hon. gent. would not persist in 
his intention of proceeding with the bill 
this day, and in so thin an attendance. 
It would not be too much, therefore, to 
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ask, that the right hon. gent. should defer 
the 2d reading, till the bill should. be 
printed, and in the hands of the members, 

Mr. Foster replied, that he was willi 
to give the hon. gent. every indulgence 
consistent with the period of the sessions, 
There was a bill before the house for: the 
collection of all the revenues of Ireland, 
which had been kept back above 3 months, 
and depended for some of its clauses on 
the provisions of this bill. The hon. gent, 
would have many opportunities of op. 
posing the principle of the bill, though he 
was certain he should, on examining it, 
perceive that jt was calculated to carry 
into effect the spirit of the Union. There 
was one clause in it, however, which, cons 
sistently with his duty to his constituents, 
he could not but approve, that was the 
clause for allowing the warehousing of spi- 
rits for exportation, without paying the 
duty, which amounted tv 4s. 6d. per gal, 
lon, whilst the intrinsic value of the spirit 
was not above 2s. The right hon. geut, 
stated some other circumstances, to shew 
that the measure was not inconsistent with 
the article of Union, and expressed 4 
firm persuasion, that whatever might be 
the opinion of certain distillers, all the 
rational, moderate, and loyal persons ens 
gaged in the trade would be satistied. He 
should consent, if the bill should not be 
printed this day, to put off the committee 
to Saturday, beyond which he could not 
delay it. : 

Col. Hutchinson rising to reply, was ree - 

minded by the Speaker of the necessity of 
confining himself strictly to explanation, 
The hon, member then expressed a wish 
that the right hon. gent. would not compel 
him to take advantage of the state of the 
house. 
Col. Long field observed, that there was 
not a more Joyal body of men in Europe, 
than his respectable constituents, in whose 
behalf his hon. colleague had opposed the 
present question, 

Col. Hutchinson then moved, that the 
house be counted, when it appearing that 
only 29 members were present, the order 
was necessarily dropped, and the hous¢ 
adjourned. 


“HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, July 13. 


the appeal, Arrott 
Kerr and others, Mr. Alexander and Mr. 
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Nolan were heard for the respondents, 
and Mr. Romilly replied.—The Civil List, 
Irish Promissory Note, the Poultry Comp- 
ter, and several private bills, were brought 
up from the Commons, and read a Ist 
time.—The Irish Additional Force bill was 
read a 3d time and passed. 

On receiving the report of the private’ 
committee on the London Clergy bill, 

‘The Lord Chancellor sid, that nothing 
was hearer his heart, than that the clergy 
of the established church should be ade- 


quately maintained, but he feared that he | 


could not give his concurrence to the bill, 
consistent with that regard for the rights 
of individuals, which the legislature was 
always so laudably anxious to maintain. 
He did not very well see how the bill 
could be passed without having first ob- 
tained the consent of all those whose in- 
terests were likely to be affected by it. 
Their lordships should take it into their 
consideration, that much of that property 
which would become chargeable for the 
support of the clergy residing in London, 
had been purchased under the faith that 
no farther impositions should be laid on 
it. It would become the house to deli- 
berate, before it would go the length of 
violating the engagements so taken, At 


all events, the principle of the bill should 
be fairly discussed; for if their lordships 
should agree to it, it was not improbable 
but a thousand bills of the same kind 
would be applied for in the next session. 
He concluded by moving, ‘ that it be 
referred to a committee of the whole house 


on Monday.” Agreed to.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, Fuly 13. 

Loyalty Loan bill 
was read a 2d time, and committed for 
to-morrow.—The London Permanent Ad- 
ditional Force bill, and the Property Tax 
Commissioners bill, went through a com- 
mittee.—The resolutions of the committee 
on the Irish Newfoundland trade were 
reported. and agreed to. 

Seiraivs WarenousinG 
—Mr. Foster moved, that the order for 
ton pe reading of this bill should now be 
Tead, 

Col. Hutchinson said, he held it: his 
hand a petition from Richard T. Blunt, 
for himself and others, distillers of the 
city of Cork, praying to be heard by 
themselves, or counsel, against this bill. 


The Speaker stated, that if it was a pe-' 


tition against a tax bill, it was contrary 
to the standing orders. to receive it. The 
petition being read, it was found, to have 
nothing in it contrary to.the standing or- 
ders, and was ordered to lie on the table. 
On the motion that the petitioner be 
heard by himself or counsel on the re=. 
port, 

Mr. Foster suggested that the proper, 
time for hearing counsel would be before 
the committee, and moved that the bill be 
now read a 2d time. 

Colonel -Hutchinson pleaded the injury: 
which this bill would do to the trade of. 
Ireland, as an excuse for his counting out 
the house upon it yesterday, and for the 
opposition which he was about to give it in 
the present stage. It was not necessary for 
him here to enter into any panegyric ox 
the loyalty of the distillers of Ireland, or 
to state their willingness to support a fair 
proportion of the public burdens of their 
country. It was sufficient for him to say. 
what he could clearly establish, that some 
of the provisions of this bill were contrary 
to the principles of the act of union, The 
Irish distillers, in consequence of certain 
revenue laws in Ireland, enjoyed a bounty, 
of 8 percent. on all spirits distilled in stills 
of above 500 gallons, of 16 per cent. 
on all distilled in stills of above 1000 
gallons. This regulation was still more 
beneficial to the revenue than to the 
distiller, for the effect of it had been 
to increase the revenue from distille- 
ries from 60,000]. to 120,0001. in the 
first year, and at last to 800,0001. and to 
reduce the number of distilleries from 1000 
to 600, and thereby diminish the expence 
of coilection. These provisions were grant 
ed prior to the union, and enforced then. 
At the union, by the 3d section of the 6th 
article, it- was enacted, that all articles 
of the growth, produce, and manufactures’ 


‘of either country, should be imported into 


the other, on paying the same duties which 
were paid for similar articles in the coun~ 
try into which the importation was made. 
A regulation had been made conformably 
to this principle, for the mutual importa 
tion of the produce and manufacture of 
both countries, aud papers had been laid 
on the table, and schedules had been 
framed accordingly, in which no alteration 
had been, as to these duties, which were 
the only advantage the Iris nad. This 
bounty had now beeu enjoyed 20 years by 
the Irish distillers, aud it was to be sup- 
posed that those who had framed the pre- 
sent schedules were not aware of this and 
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the other circumstances whén they ar- 
ranged them. In the 2d clause of the 6th 
_ article, where the rights of the English 
distillers were proved, for it was enacted, 
that all duties and bounties which inter- 
fered with the mutual intercourse should 
,cease, and this allowance was. still per- 
mitted to subsist. It may be said, the act 
Of union did away this allowance; he sub- 
mitted it did not, for all that the union al- 
- lowed was, the power of enacting a coun- 
teracting duty, to counteract internal regu- 
lation. If there was any person who was 
more concernéd than another to guard the 
rights of Ireland in this instance, it was 
the right hon. the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, whose faith was pledged that the 
provisions of the act of union should not 
be a mere dead letter. What he princi- 
pally rested on was the declining state of 
the revenue of Ireland, he would not say 
ii consequence of the union; but at least 
since that measure, the increase of the debt 
of Ireland, the falling off of the manufac- 
tures of that country, even of its staple, 
the linen manufacture, according to the 
high authority of the right hon. gent. 
the diminution of its provision trade, the 
annihilation of its woollen manufacture, 
and that this was the only point in which 
the trade of Ireland had any prosperity. 
He did not say that the union did not 
afford many sources of public benefit, but 
none of them had yet come into action, 
~ and this was, in fact, the only benefit that 
Ireland enjoyed; but the manufacturers 
here found out it was some advantage to 
Treland, and they wished to take it away. 
The question was before the judges, and 
there was every reason to believe their de- 
cision would be in favour of the Irish ma- 
nufactures. Why then, was it proposed to 
turn short, and to endeavour by this act 
to deprive the Irish distillers of the advan- 
tage they enjoyed. The most respectable 
legal opinions of both countries had been 
taken on this measure, and the result of 
all was, that this benefit should not be 
_ taken away from Ireland. This bill was 
held out as a boon to the Irish nation, by 
excusing the payment of duty on warehous- 
ing; bat on the distillers it would be a 
burden, as it deprived them of their for- 
mer allowance, Of the spirits which were 
exported from Jreland, nine-tenths were 
_ sent to Britain; so that on the remaining 
portion no‘advantage could be counted on. 

He knew the Chancellor of the Excheque: 

_ must be awafe of the present state of Ire- 


- 


land. The right hon. gent. built his glory 
on the atchievement of the union, and if 
the union could be carried into effect, by 
the consolidation of the affections, and the 
advantages of both parts of the empire, it 
would have that effect; but he was sure, if 


the right hon. gent. clearly turned his atten-: 


_tion to this bill, he was sure he would not 
so far counteract the interest of Ireland. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, this 
question lay in a narrow compass. There 
could be no doubt of the religious obliga- 
tion of the act of union, in the letter as well 
as in the spirit. In the spirit, nothing 
could be more clear, than that articles of 
the produce and manufacture of each coun- 
try, should be admitted iuto the other, on 
paying the same duty that the home manu- 
facturers paid. On this principle, all spirits 
from Ireland to G. Britain were to receive 
a drawback to the amount of the whole of 
the duties they had paid at home, to be 
charged in England with the same as home- 
trade spirits paid here. It happened, that 
in Ireland, an allowance of 8 per cent, 


| was given to stills of 500 gallons, of 16 per 


cent. to spirits distilled in stills of 1000 gal- 
lons. When these spirits came to be ex- 
ported, they received a drawback of the 
whole they had paid, with the allowance, 
which operated as a bounty of 8 per cent. 
in one instance, and of 16 in the other, 
against the British spirit. It was true, this 
regulation had subsisted as an internal one 
in Ireland for-20 years, and great benefit 
had been found from it to the revenue. As 
an internal regulation, it was allowed to 
remain, but he did not think any regula- 
tion could be regarded as a permanent 
compact. At the time the regulation was 
adopted, there could be no view to the 
union, but having been passed by the act 
of union, was it tobe supposed that it was 
to be unaltered. Every act of the separate 
parliaments remained subject to the discre- 
tion of the united parliament. With re- 
spect to the legal opinions, the only dif- 
ference was, that the Irish law officers 


thought this allowance so opposite to the 


spirit of the act of union, that it must have 
been done away by that act; the English 
law officers, though they agreed that the 
allowance was contrary to the spirit of that 
act, thought it was due to the letter of that 
act to frame a legislative measure for that 
purpose, One thought it was not neces- 
sary to apply to parliament, the other 
thought it was. He had considered the 


subject particularly, and he was convinced 
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by the act.of union, and had been con- 


that if this provision was not agreed to, 
there would be such a hardship on the 
English distillers as he could not reconcile 
himself to be a party to. 

Dr. Laurence, at the time the act of 
union was passed, expected that there 
would have arisen many delicate questions 
of this sort between the two couutries. 
Although there were many different ways 
of doing away the inequality complained 
of, yet he must support the principle that 
the intercourse between the different parts 
of the united kingdom should be as much as 

sible on the principle of equality, 

_ Mr. Francis periectly agreed that equa- 
lity was the fair principle by which the in- 
tercourse of the two countries should be 
governed ;.but in the present difficulties 
and embarrassments of Ireland, he thought 
as much tenderness as possible should be 
used towards her, 

Mr. Vanstttart said, that when repre- 
sentations were made on this. subject last 
year, it was clearly the opinion of the-Irish 
govt. that this allowance was a bounty; 
and the only question was, whether the 
act of union, coupled with the temporary 
acts which had followed, had established 
them so.as to make them a matter of faith. 
Proceedings had been commenced by the 
distillers here for laying their case before 
parliament, but had been withdrawn on 
the assurance of the consideration of their 
case on the part of govt. 

Mr. Ormsby said, the Irish parliament 
was not pledged eternally to an act, which, 
if not annually renewed, expired every 
29th of September. He contended that 
the corn laws of the present session did 
vast benefit to Ireland beyond what it suf- 
fered by this bill. This allowance of a 
deduction of 161. for every 100). was in 
fact a bounty as 16]. on 841. or of 201. per 
cent.; the advantage of warehousing was 
besides to be considered. ‘The Irish dis- 
tillers, who had come to London last year 
on the subject, would, he was sure, have 
been very well satistied with this arrange- 
ment, so he: was sure would the whole of 
the Irish-distillers, when the measure was 
explained to them. 

Mr. Sheridan allowed the provision al- 
luded to had been in force in Ireland for 
20 years, and had been instituted without 
any to the: union. How then could 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), be so clear 
as to the sense of. the articles of union, 
when this provision of the Irish parliament 
of sith had’ not been altered 


firmed by every,‘act since that zra? If 
it was so obvious that this was an in- 
justice to the English distillers, why was. 
not that injustice pointed out before? It 
was true, application had been made by 
the English distillers, but these applications 
had always beeu withdrawn. Hence there 
was reason to presume that the allow- 
ance would be continued, and the Irish 
distillers had accordingly vested their capi-. 
tal in large works, and extensive stock. 
This was hard. The thing should be left 
to a legal decision, and while that was ex 
pected, the allowance should not be with- 
drawn, where there was reason to expect 
that the trade of Ireland would be fostered 
aud cherished. 
Mr. Smith was persuaded, that if this point 
was not noticed in forming the schedule _ 
on the act of union, it was by oversight, 
Application had been made by the English 
distillers, and redress had been promised 
in one way or another, The only fair 
principle was, the principle of equality ; « 
and if the extent of works and the expen- 
diture of capital was added, it would 
weigh infinitely on the side of the English 
distillers. 
Mr. Foster was sure, that when. the 
Irish distillers understood this bill, they 
would look upon what it took away from 
them as a just privation, and, on what it 
gave them as a benefit. Before the union, 
no exportation of Irish spirits could take 
place to England, now-there was no limit 
to that exportation. Before the union; 
there was uo power of warehousing, now, 
there was. The duty at the union was 
very low; it was now 4s. a gallon, and all 
this was saved to the distiller. These ad= 
vautages were long wished for by Ireland, 
and he was happy to have introduced th 
measure which gave them. 
Mr. Dawson complained that this mea= 
sure was brought forward at this late pe= 
riod of the session, when so few Irish mem- 
bers were present, when those birds of pas- 
sage lately brought over for occasional ser- 
vice, and who were seen in such numbers 
a few days back, had returned to their na+ 
tive clime. If this advantafe fo Ireland, 
was an oversight in the act of union, the 
surrender of the constitution of that coun- 
try, may be said to be a greater oversight. 
If it were now to be said, give us back that 
constitution, the surrender of which was 
an oversight, witat would be the answer? 


Yet the sole advantage which Ireland en- 
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joyed was asked back on the same ground. 
arliament was certainly ‘competent to 
make av alteration in this point, but he 
feared it scarce would. 
Mr. Alexander contended, that there was 
at that moment a much larger proportion 
of Irish representatives, than any other in 
the house ; and these were gent. of intelli- 
gent and enlightened minds, who had paid 
great attention to all business relating to 
Treland, This fact, he thought it neces- 
Sary to assert, in order to obviate the mis- 
chief which might be occasioned in Ireland, 
if the statement of the hon. gent. should 
go there uncontradicted. If it was the hon. 
ent.’s intention to make himself. popular 
in Ireland, by opposing this bill, it was the 
duty of every Irish member to deliver his 
sentiments upon it. The corn bill recently 
sent up to the Lords, was a proof that the 
parliament did not wish to deprive Ireland 


of any advantages. But what injury did 


this bill do to Ireland? None. The dis- 
tillers had invested their capitals long be- 
fore the exportation of their manufacture 
was allowed, or thought of: and this bill 
only went to regulate the duties to be paid 
on spirits when brought to this country.— 
After some observations from Col. Long- 
field, Mr. Ward, Mr. Fitzgerald, and Mr. 
Ker, the bill was read a 2d time, and or- 
dered to be committed on Monday. 

([Srampe Dutizs the mo- 
tion that the house do resolve itself into a 
committee on this bill, 

Mr. Sheridan rose merely to ask a ques- 
tion relative to a point to which he should 
fee] himself bound to call the attention of 
the committee, if the answer should not be 
satisfactory. Thepreamble of thisbill stated, 
that it was to repeal all the existing duties 
on stamps, for which those contained in the 
subsequent schedules were substituted. The 
point on which he wanted explanation was, 
whether it was proposed to increase the 
stamp duty on newspapers. He supposed 
it was not intended, but until the matter 
should be explained, the bill appeared to 
have that effect. The discount for prompt 
payment was at present 16 per cent. and 
there was also an allowance of 18s. made 
to newspaper proprietors, as an equivalent 
for the rise in the price of paper, when the 
additional duty had been laid on paper. 
The 16 per cent. discount was inserted in 
the schedule of ‘the bill, but there was no 
mention of the allowance of 18s. and it 
would be manifest, that if the bill were to 
repeal the act by which that allowance had 


been made, without re-enacting it, the 


effect would be to lay an additional duty to: 
the extent of that allowance, on news. 
papers. 
_ The Chancellor of the Exchequer, replied, 
that the allowance was made out of the ex. 
cise on paper, and that the present.repealed 
only the stamp acts, and left all allowances’ 
under any other acts totally undisturbed, 
The matter, however, should be attended 
to.—-The house then resolved itself into a 
committee. Many of the clauses of the. 
bill were strenuously contested, more par-. 
ticularly that which tended to impose ay 
additional tax on attornies and proctors, in 
the form of an annual licence. Mr. She- 
ridan, Mr. Fonblatique, Mr. Serjeant 


Best, Dr. Lawrence, and others, argued. 


against the clause, both as a stigma on the 
profession, and as unjust and oppressive,— 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Attorney General admitted the force of 
the objections to a certain extent, and. 
consented to modify and reduce the tax in 
certain proportions, to be calculated from 
the length of time that the persons con- 
cerned were in the actual exercise of their 
profession. On the clause proposing an 
additional duty of 3d. on every sheet of 
paper employed in law proceedings, an op. 
position of some length ensued, principally 
on the part of Mr. Sheridan, Dr. Laurence, 
Mr. Serjeant Best, &c. when a division 
took place—Ayes 43, Noes 10, majority 
in favour of the clause 33.—The other 
clauses and amendments then weng through 
the committee without any material altera- 
tion; and the house being resumed, the 
report was ordered to be received to« 
morrow.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, July 14. 


{Minures.] The royal assent was given by 
commission to the Irish Additional Force 
bill, Lady Kilwarden’s Annuity bill, the 
Foreign Soldiers Enlistment bill, the Wee- 
don Beck Compensation bill, the Chatham 
Ordnance bill, the London Coal Market 
bill, the Irish Malt bill, and several pri- 
vate bills.—The commissioners were, the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Walsingham. and 
Earl Rosslyn, The Ordnance Franking, 
the Civil List, the Poultry Compter, and 
the Irish Notes bill, were read a 2d time.— 
The Irish County Peace, the Malt Duty, 
and the Hackney Coach bills, were read & 
3d time and passed.—Adjaurned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, July 14, 


‘[Minvtes.]—The Deputy Usher of the 
Black Rod attended at the bar, and sum- 
moned the house to appear in the house 
of Lords, to hear the royal assent given 
by commission, The Speaker, with the 
house, attended accordingly ; and, on his 
return, he informed the house that he had 
been in the house of Peers, and heard the 
royal assent given by commission, to the 
Kilwarden Annuity bill, the IrishAdditional 
Force bill, the Foreign Enlistment bill, the 
Clandestine. Marriage bill, and the Coal 
Market bill, with several private bills.— 
Lord C. Somerset took the oaths and his 
seat for the borough of Monmouth.—Mr. 
Alderman Combe brought up the report 
of the Committe on the Additional Force 
Amendment bill, so far as relates to the 
City of London, which was agreed to.— 
—The British Fishery bill, the Leather 
Manufacturers bill, and the Property Com- 
missioners bill, were severally read a Sd 
time and passed.—A message from the 
Lords informed the house, that their lord-: 
ships had agreed to the Hackney Coach 
bill, the Irish Counties Peace bill, and 
the Corn Regulation bill, without any 
amendments.—The Woolwich Ordnance 
Lands bill, the bill to obviate Inconve- 
niencies in the Accomptavt General’s Of- 
fice in Chancery, the Irish Revenue bill 
for raising 800,0001. the Nassau Free Port 


bill, the Loyalty Loan bill, the Tobacco: 


and Snuff Warehousing bill, and the 
2,500,000]. bill, were severally reported, 
and the resolutions agreed to.—A new 
writ was ordered to be issued for the 
county of Louth, in Ireland, in the room 
of the right hon. J. Foster, who, since his 
election, has accepted the office of Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in Ireland.—The 
Consolidated Fund bill, and the Irish 
Revenue Regulation bill, were severally 
committed. 

_ [Inisu Revenve the ques- 
tion that the house should go into a com- 
mittee upon the bilk for regulating the 


_yevenue of Ireland, 


Col. Hutchinson said, it was impossible 
that -he could consent to such a motion, 
without previously making a few observa- 
tions upon a bill, which went to raise no 
Jess than 400,000]. in addition to the 
revenue, sO as to occasion double the 
amount of taxes ta be paid by the people 
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of Ireland. The house seemed already to 
have decided a very important question, 
as to the distillers in that country, by dis- 
continuing the allowance of § and 16 per 
cent. on the exportation of their spirits; 
for although there would be another op- 
portunity to argue the matter, yet he was 
afraid it would end unfavourably towards. 
them. He felt it, therefore, to be cone 
sistent with his duty to his constituents, to 
entreat the house, previcus to their going 
into a committee, that they would endea- 
vour to make additional burdens press as 
little as possible upon that description of 
persons. He really believed, that thé 
proposals contained in the bill were not 
sufficiently known in Ireland by those 
whom it materially concerned, he meant 
the distillers, the barley growers, and the 
landed gentlemen of that country. ‘To all 
of these people it must create considerable 
uneasiness. The distiller was one of the 
most useful members of that part of the 
united kingdom, ‘on account of his eme 
ploying several thousands of people, who 
otherwise would uot procure a livelihood. 
He hoped such considerations would have 
some weight upon the house, and prevent 
them from imposing additional burdens 
upon distillers, which they, were by no 
means able to sustain.—After a few ab- 
servations from Sir E, Nepean and Mr. 
Beresford, relative to the policy of obliging 
the distillers to perform a certain portion 
of work in a certain number of days, the 
house went into the committee. Several 
amendments were therein made relative 
to the distillers. The report was brought 
up, and ordered to be received on Mone 
day next. 

[Finance Resotutions.]—Mr. John- 
stone submitted to the consideration of the 
house, a string of resolutions respecting 
the finances of the country, which, he 
admitted, he had taken up on the same 
ground as a right hon. friend of his (Mr. 
Tierney) had formerly done. He wished 
to proceed in the same way, which was, 
that the Ist resolution should be read, and 
the debate adjourned to some future day. 
The ist resolution was then read. The 
resolutions were then ordered to be print=- — 
ed, and, on the motion of Mr. Huskise 
son, the debate thereon was adjourned to 
Tuesday. ‘The resolutions moved by the 
hon. gent. are as follow: 


I. That the total amount of the public funded debt 
of Great Britain was, on the Ist of Feb. 1803, 
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$67,008,978}. ; of which 67,255,915]. had been 
ky the commissioners, and’ 19,180,587), 
had been transferred to them on account of land tax 
redeemed, leaving a funded debt of 480,572,4761 ; 
and that the amount of annuities charged on G. Bri- 
tain (after deducting what-have fallen in) was, on 
the 1st of Feb, in short annuities and for lives, 
$39,979]. and in long annuities, 1,015,410]. 

. That the total amount of public ‘funded debt, 
éhargeable on G, Britain for account of Ireland, was, 
on the Ist of Feb. 1803, 22.348,0001. of which there 

d been purchased by the commissioners 1,123,415, 
ying a funded debt of 21,994,5851. together with 
ng annyities tothe amount of 9,791]. 
That the total amount of public funded debt, 
chargeable on G. Britain for account of the Emperor 
_ gf Germany, was, on the Ist of Feb. 7,502,633. 

of which 375,1371. had been purchased by the com- 
maissioners, leaving a funded debt of 7,127,496l.. to- 
gether with annuities to the amount of 230,0001. 
which will expire in 1820. 


That under the heads of treasury, ordnance, bar- |. 


racks (and including 171,431}. deficient in the ways 


and means of 1802), outstanding demands, as far as |. 


the same can be made up, remained to be provided 
for on the 5th Jan. 1803, to the 
- amount of -, - - 162,867 
That the unfunded debt in Exchequer 

bills unprovided for was, on the 5th 
Jan. 1803 - - 9,500,000 
That the debt of the navy was, onthe = 

Sth Jan. 1803 ~ 8,105,648 
Making the total amount of unfunded : 

debt - - 13,368,515 


“ ‘That the total debt may be stated as follows: 
Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 480,572,476 | 
Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain : 

for account of Ireland - 21,224,585 | 
Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain , 
for account ot the Emperor of Ger- 
Many - - 
besides short annuities to the amount 
of 230,000!. 
Long annuities, value at 16 years pur- 
chase, 1,015,4101. for G. Britain; 
9,7911. for Ireland - - 
Unfunded debt - ~ - 


7,127,496. 


to the amount of 


‘That the debt of the navy 


| Unfunded debt 
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the commissioners 1,593,6711, leaving a funded debe 
of 32,142,3291. together with long annuities to the 


amount of 16,208]. 


That the total amount of public funded debt, 
chargeable on G, Britain for account of the Emperoy 
of Germany, was, on the Ist Feb. 4804, 7,502,631, 
of which 459,881. had been purchased by the com- 
missioners, leaving a funded debt of 7,042,8051, 
together with annuities to the amount of 230,0001, 
which will expire in 1820. J 

That under the heads of treasury, ordnance, bar. 


racks, and -civil list advances, after deducting 


1,370,664, surplus, in the ways and means of 1803, 
outstanding demands as’ far as the same can be made 
up, remained to be provided for on the Sth Jan. 1804, 
- 653,424 
That the unfunded debt in Exchequer 
bills, unprovided for, was on the 5th 
of Jan. 1804 - - - 
s, on the 
5th Jan, 1804 = 


15,390,800 
4,037,307 
Making the total amount of unfunded ' 


bt - 


20,081,528 


follows: 
502,362,622 


32,142,529 


“That the total debt may be stated as 
Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 


‘Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 


for account of Ireland - - 


Funded debt unredeemed of G. Britain 


for account of the Emperor of Ger- 
“many, besides short annuities to the 
amount of 230,0001. - - 
Long annuities, valued at 16 years pur- 
chase, 1,047,4941. for G. Britain, 
16,2081. for Ireland - - 


7,042,805 


17,019,238 
20,081,528 


Leaving a total sum charged or charge 
able on G,. Britain (exclusive of 
516,383]. and 230,0001. short an- 
nuities) of - 578,648,516 
11]. That the aunual charge for account of the 

funded debt of G. Britain was, on the Ist Feb. 1803,. 


| 23,510,9671.; and on the Ist Feb. 1804, including 


the charge incurred by the loan of the present session, 
was 24,846,6651. 

That the sum applicable to the seduction of the 
funded debt of G. Britain was, onthe Ist Feb. 1803, 


Leaving a total sum charged or charge- 
able on G, Britain (exclusive of 
939,979]. and 239,0001, short an- 
of - - - 538,696,288 


Il. That the total amount of the public funded 
debt of G. Britain (including the amount created by 
the sums borrowed in the present session) was, on 
the Ist Feb. 1804, 601,208,9781.. of which 
%7,698,4671. had been purchased by the commission- 
gers, and 21,147,888!. had been transferred to them 
on account of land tax redeemed; leaving a funded 
debt of 502,362,622!. and that the amount of an- 
nuities charged on G. Britain (after deducting whai 
‘have fallen in) was, on the Ist Feb. in short annui- 
ties and for lives, 516,383]. and in long annuities, 
1,047,4941. 

That the total amount of public funded debt 
chargeable on G. Britain for account of Ireland, in- 
clpding the amount created by the sums borrowed in 
the present session, was, on the Ist Feb. 1804, 
33,738,0001, of which there ‘had been purchased by 


5,834,9861.; and on the Ist Feb. 1804, including 
one per cent. on the stock created by the loan ef the 
present session, was 6,493,626l. 

That the net produce of fhe permanent taxes was, 
in the year ending 5th Jan. 1803, 27,531,3581. 5 
and i the year ending 5th Jan. 1804, 30,710,7471, 


IV. That the total official value of all imports into 
G. Britain, in the year ending the 5th Jan. 1803, was 
31,442,3181. ; and on the average of © years, ending 
Sth Jan. 1803, 28,419,6251. 

That the total official value of all imports into G, 
Britain was, in the year ending 5th Jan, 1604 (sup- 
posing the imports trom the E, Indies, of which ne 
account has been made up, to be the same as in the 
year preceding) 27,441,8741.; and on an average of 
6 years, ending Sth Jan. 1804, 29,490,945]. 

‘That the total official value of British produce and 
manutacture exported, in the year ending Sth Jan. 
1803, was 26,993,1291.;. and on an average or 6 
years, ending 5th Jan. 1803, was 22,942,840). ; 

That the total official value of British produce and 
manufacture exported in the year ending Sth Jan 
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1804; was 22,252,1031., and on an average of | 


6 years, ending 5th Jan, 1804, 23,834,3391, as 
That the total official value of foreign merchandize 
exported from G, Britain in the year ending 5th Jan. 
1803, was 14,418,837! ; and on an average of 6 
years, ending 5th Jan. 1803, was 11,651,3331. 
That the total official value of foreign merchandize 
exported from G. Britain in the year enaing 5th Jan. 
1804, was 9,323,2571.; and on an average of 6 
years, ending 5th Jan. 1804, was 11,636,4411. 


V. That the total sum to be raised in G. Britain in 
the year 1804, may be estimated as follows ; 
Jaterest of the pubhc funded debt, 
charges of management and sink- 
ing fund, on the 5th Feb. 1804 
Interest, charges of management, &c. 
to be paid between the 5th Feb. 
1804, and the 5th Jan. 1805, on 
stock created by loans othe pre- 
sent session, to the amount of 
18,200,0001. 
Interest on Exchequer bills, the amount 
issued and beating interest, exceed- 
ing 20,000,0001. 
Civil govt. of Scotland, pensions on 
revenue, militia and deserters’ war- 
rants, bounties for promoting fish- 
- eries, &c. &c. estimated tobe the 
. game as in the year ending 5th Jan. 
1804 
Charges of collecting and manage’ 
ment of the revenue, estimated to 
be the same ‘as in the year ending 
5th Jan, 1804 - 
Proportion to be defrayed by G. Bri- 
tain, of the civil list and other 
’ charges on the consolidated fund of 
G. Britain (the chargés on the cons 
solidated fund of Ireland, which is 
_ ‘likewise a joint charge, being in- 
cluded in the supplies) 15-17ths ,of 
1,546,043}. - 
Supplies voted in 1804 for 
G. Britain exclusively - 
Supplies voted in 180+ for 
G. Britain and Ireland, 
proportion to be de- 
frayed by G. Britiin, 
ths of 40,572,380]. 35,799,159 


24,110,475 


723,056 


1,955,368 


2,292,000 


38,091,159 

Advance to Ireland - - 4,500,000 

Interest for loans to the Emperor of 
Germany - -' 

Sums to be raised parochially for the 
maintenance of the poor, estimated 

_ to be the same as in the year ending 


Easter, 1803 
Making in the whole the sum of 


That the funds applicable to discharge the sum re- 
quired for the service of the year 1804, may be 
estimated as follow: 
The gross receipt of the permanent 
revenue, after deducting the re-pay~ 
ment of over entries, drawbacks, 
&c, estimated to be the same as in 
the year ending the 5th Jan. 1804 
Estimated produce to the 5th Jan, 
1805, of the permanent taxes im- 
posed in the present session 


Carried forward 


497,735 


= - 5,246,506 


77,846,179 


36,139,171 


400,000 
86,539,171 


You, Il, 
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Brought forward 

Small branches of the hereditary reve- 
nue and imprest monies repaid, esti- 
mated to be the same as in the year 
ending the 5th Jan. 1804 
Lottery, after deducting the propor- 
tion of Ireland 
War taxes, estimated produce to the 
5th April, 1805 
Surplus of the ways and means for the 
year 1803 
Lnenceniauing an increase of funded 
ebt. 
Loan by Exchequer bills, charged on 
the supplies of the year 1805 (V. C.) 
Sums to be raised parochially for the 
maintenance of the poor, estimated 
to be the same as in the year ending 
Easter 1803 


5,246,506 


Making in the whole the sum of 76,074,594 
And leaving a deficiency of 1,771,585 ° 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, July 16. 

{Minvures.J—In the appeal, Hogg 
Lashley, judgnent was given: the judg- 
ment of the court below was affirmed.— 
The bill for the relief of the incumbents 
of certain livings in the city of London, 
went through a committee of the whole 
house ; the report was received, and, om 
the motion of the Lord Chancellor, the 
bill was ordered to be read a 3d time on 
Thursday next.—Mr. Williams, from the 
commissioners of Naval Inquiry, presented 
the 7th and 8th reports of the said com. 
missioners.—Mr, F, Thompson was exa- 
mined as to his knowledge of the present 
residence of Mrs. Lingham. He said, he 
had examined the contents of three let- © 
ters, by which it appeared, that she resided 
in Paris, or within three miles of it. Bee 
ing asked by the Lord Chancellor, if that 
was all he had learned, he said he had 
learned no more. 

[Corn Trapve Brtt.]—Lord Walsing- 
ham presented a petition from the royal 
burghs of Scotland against the Corn Trade . 
bill. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that the 
petition prayed that-their lordships would 
postpone the consideration of ‘the bill till 
next session. That their lordships would 
not. pass a bill, was a‘ proper petition; 
but it was only for one of their lordships 
to make a proposition of this kind to the 
house. 

Earl.Stanhope thought the petition ought 
to be received, and to lie on the table. 

The Earl of Roslyn said, there was 
much sound sense and good matter in the 


Petition, but thoughtit could not be received, 
3 


36,539,171 
| 
| 250,000 
15,440,000 
1,370,€64 
2,500,000 
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Lord Walsingham accordingly withdrew 
the petition with their lordships’ consent. 

The Duke of Montrose said, he held a 
petition in his hand against the bill, from 
persons of sound understanding, yet a 
similar objection might be made to it; 
but he thought it his duty to present it. 
The petition, which was from the chamber 
of commerce in Glasgow, being read, 

The Lord Chancellor said, this petition 
prayed, that their lordships would give the 
bill a.cool and deliberate discussion. 
Their lordships, he hoped, would give 
every question a cool and deliberate dis- 
cussion; but this was language that could 
not be permitted in a petitioner to that 
house. i 

The Duke of Montrose moved for leave 
to withdraw the petition. ; 

Earl Stanhope said, the noble lord ought 
not to present a petition that he did not 
think proper to lie on the table; if he 
presented it, he ought to maintain its 
claim to be heard. Ile thought this the 
cleft stick of a dilemma into which. his 
lordship had thus brought himself. The 
petition, he thought, might be permitted 
to lie on the table. 

The Duke of Montrose, on leave being 
given, withdrew the petition.—The order 
of the day for the 2d reading of this bill 
being read, 

Earl Stanhope rose. He said, he should 
have been glad to have heard any thing 
that a noble sec. opposite to him (Lord 
Hawkesbury) had to offer on the bill; but 


as his lordship was silent, he would state | 


his objections to it. This was a bill di- 
rectly and professedly to raise the price of 
corn and bread. ,He did not merely say 
it was the tendency and probable opera- 
tion of the bill to do this; but he de- 
clared, that this was the professed object 
of the framers of the bill, and of the 
committee.of the other house. ‘Their lan- 
guage was, that the price of corn might 
decrease by a plentiful season, so as not 
to repay the grower. He was a friend to 
the farmer. He knew, that unless the 
grower was induced by a liberal profit, 
scarcity would be the result; and there- 
fore he was against additional burdens on 
the farmers. If he could not shew that 


the grower could sel] bis corn at a fair’ 
profit, when there should be a year of 


plenty and a surplus, he would consent to 
this bill, great as his objections to it were. 
But he was not reduced to this extreme, 


as he would afterwards shew, by proposing | 
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a plain and simple plan. But what do the 
framers of the bill and the committee 
say ? They speak of the blessings of hea. 
ven, and the providence of God, in giv. 
ing a plentiful season, as a thing to be 
dreaded, and as a curse. And what is 
the remedy they apply? They will raise 
the price of corn by forced and artificial 
means. This was the object of the bill, 
But to raise the price of corn, was to 
excite the people to discontent: it was to 
raise the price of labour, and so to de- 
press the sale of our manufactures in fo- » 
reign markets, of our manufactured iron, 
our manufactured wool and cotton; it 
was to raise the expences of govt. it was 
to cripple us in the most effectual manner, 
And what were the pretences of the coms 
mittee for adopting this measure, to raise 
the price of corn? The enormous impor- 
tations we have made of corn, and thé 
enormous sums they have cost us. The 
committee states, that we formerly ex- 
ported annually 600,000]. worth of corn; 
but that since, in 15 years, we paid 30 
millions sterling for corn imported, ‘They 
therefore argue thus: we must give en- 
couragement to the farmers to grow corn, 
that we may not be compelled to import it; 
and we must do that by bounty on expor- 
tation, when corn is at a certait reduced 
price. But the reason why we have paid 
such enermous sums for corn is, that we 
can buy it in foreign markets cheaper than 
we can grow it, because of the excessive 
price of labour. And what is the bounty 
given for exportation when reduced to 
plain Janguaye? It is, that the price of 
labour here is so great, that our mer- 
chants cannot sell our corn in foreign 
markets, since corn growing in other 
countries costs less in the labour, and the 
price of it is lower. Something is want- 
ing, therefore, to put into the scale, to 
enxble our merchant to sell at the foreign 
inarket, and that something is the bounty, 
‘The price of labour is therefore the evil 
to be remedied. But the bill increases 
the evil, for it is the direct means of in- 
creasing the price of corn, and conse- 
quently the price of labour; so that we 
must import corn in a still greater degree, 
if we continue to pursue a policy, whose 
inevitable effect is to raise the price of 
labour. . He would call on their lordships 
to take into consideration the state of 
Ireland. He would not then advert to 
the causes, whatever they might be; he 
would consider the subject only as it was 
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connected with this question, The dis- 
tress of that country is prodigious, and 
daily increasing. Would their lordships 
add to it by increasing the price of corn? 
The state of that country is not known 


debt was lately only two millions and 


a half. It is now between 50 and 60 


 millions.—Such was the principle of this 


bill. But he would say a word or two on 


- the real remedy of the evil this bill would 


heal; he would shew, as he promised, 
that the farmer might always have a libe- 
ral profit for his corn, and that we need 
not go to. foreign countries with millions 
of money, to purchase grain in years of 
scarcity. The small state of Geneva, be- 
fore it belonged to the French, had grana- 
ries with corn for 7 or 8 years consump- 
tion. The apparatus by which it was pre- 
served sound, was simple; it was nothing 
more than 4 walls, with shelving chambers 
for the corn, and charcoal in the centre. 
Corn thus dried, to a certain degree, has 
been kept 100 years. He had got some 


kept that time; to make a trial of it, and 


never ate better. bread in his life. Let 
the govt. buy the corn when it is cheap, 
and lay up in granaries sufficient for years 
of scarcity. Farmers will thus have a 
motive to grow for the average consump- 
tion of corn, because they will always 
have a fair profit and a sale; many mil- 
lions sent out of the country for corn, 
will be kept at home, and the priee of 
labour will be prevented from rising to 
that excess which drives our manufactures 
from foreign markets. Without adopting 
this policy, we may be starved in a time 
of scarcity, with such a mat as Buona- 
parte to oppose us. He has only to buy 
up all the corn in foreign markets; and 
this he may do, for price is nothing to 
him. Let us learn policy of other states. 
But if we will not, let us learn of the 
bees and ants, whom instinct has taught 
to provide for a time of want, when they 
can resort only to their own stores for 
food. But govt. will net only decline 
building granaries themselves, but. they 


“prevent others from storing corn. They 


would not permit the warehousing of it 
when it was demanded, not for sale at 
home, but for speculation to be sold 
abroad; yet always forming a store that, 
in case of scarcity, might be permitted to 
be sold here. The people are taxed for 
the light, for their shoes, for every neces- 
sary, and to do what? To provide corn 


for a time of scarcity? Na! to pay a 
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premium for sending it out of the coun- 
try, for increasing its price, and incurring 
the ‘hazard of scarcity. The absurdities 
of the bill in its drawing up were endless, 
‘Whether the committee did not choose to 
tell all they knew, when they talked of 30 
millions being paid for corn imported in 
13 years, or it was their ignorance, he 
could not tell. But it. was 54 millions, 
that the importation of corn in 13 years 
had cost. The bill in one part refers to 
the schedule, as to a regulation about 
barley; and the word barléy is not men- 
tioned in the part referred to. The house 
had heard of * giants refreshed.” They 
who drew up this bill must have been 
‘‘ refreshed” with barley when they did so. 
Et cetera had been made legally to.mean 
biscuits. They had taken into their heads 
to settle the relative value of English and 
Irish currency. They first declare that to 
be as 12 to 13, and then they find that 12 
to 13 is as 9 to 9; afterwards as 10 to 10, 
and then as 14 to 16, and lastly as 16 to 
18. The learned lord on the woolsack 
could do nothing with this heap of absur. 
dities, with all his ingenuity; and if he 
could amend it, it would be kicked out of 
the other house; and he would rather 
their lordships had the honour of kicking 
it eut. He would not compliment the 
bill by the delicacy of postponing it till 
this day 3 months. He would move that 
it be immediately rejected. He implored 
their lordships not to pursue this measure. 
Two objections had been raised against 
granaries for corn. They might be burned, 
it was said; but he had invented a means 
that rendered that impossible, and it was” 
open to all the public. The expence of 
building granaries was another vdjection. 
He did not want govt. to sell at a loss,’ 
but at a small profit, which might be a 
revenue, and yet corn on the average 
cheaper. Beside, let govt. turn the bar- 
racks into granaries. There was no longer 
any use for them. ‘The system of vigour 
beyond the law, and of making the people 
dumb, and the soldiers deaf, was done 
with. The people could not be made 
dumb on the subject of corn. The fae 
ther, when he sees his wife dying for 
want, and his children crying for bread, 
cannot be dumb. And the soldier cannot 
uow be made deaf, for, thank God! the 
people themselves are now soldiers.—His 
‘lordship concluded with moving, that all 
the words after “be” should be left out, 


and the word “ rejected” inserted. 
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Lord Hawkesbury said, he would not 
take up much of their lordships’ time, but 
he trusted that they would indulge him in 
making a few observations on what fell 
from the noble Earl. Much of what he 
had addressed to their lordships was wholly 
irrelevant to the bill before them, and it 
would neither be proper in him, or re- 
spectful to their lordships, to follow the 
noble Ear] through many of the topics that 
he had so unnecessarily introduced, and 
the mention of which he was convinced 
was not calculated to afford great satisfac- 
tion to many noble lords who heard him. 
The noble earl had appeared disposed 
to hear his sentiments on the bill, before 
he had commenced the very extraordinary 
speech which-he had just concluded. Had 
the measure now before the house been 
originally introduced or recommended by 
the govt., he would have thought it his 
duty, or that of some of the noble lords 

_around him, his colleagues in office, to 
explain the principles and grounds upon 
which they proposed it. But when it was 
a measure growing out of a common and 
general interest, which many persons of 
great respectability in another house felt 
upon the subject, he did not think that it 
could with decency be required of him to 
give any further support to it, than what 
was due from him, as an individual in the 
legislature, to the principles of a measure 
that he approved. Hislordship would not 
then go into an examination of what he 
knew some of the most respectable and 
enlightened men in the country maintain- 
ed, namely, that it would be wiser in the 
legislature to abstain from all legislation 
upon the article of corn, and to leave the 
trade respecting it as free as it was in any 
othercommodity. He also knew many in- 
telligent men who maintained the con- 
trary position, and insisted upon the ne- 
cessity of the principle of regulation, He 
would not venture to give, at that moment, 
any opinion upon so difficult and import- 
ant a question, but content himself with 


briefly stating the objects of the bill as 


they appeared to him. The great object 
of the bill was first to render the prices of 
corn steady, and to counteract, as far as 
legislation could effect it, the dangers 
and inconveniences of frequent fluctuation ; 
that was one object of the bill. The next 
was to encourage agriculture, by.adopting 
such measures as may afford the farmer an 
opportunity of obtaining a fair profit for 
his labour and his capital. ‘Their lord- 
ships, from recent experience, must be 
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deeply impressed with the great disadvan. 
tages arising from fluctuations, which, in 


enormous disproportion of between 43s, 
and 156s., the prices of the quarter of corn 


country could have against famine, laying 
out of consideration the accidents of sea« 
sons, against which human precaution wag 
of no avail, was to encourage the farmer 


could. If he had an opportunity of dis. 
posing of that surplus produce which he 
drew from his farm in a year of abundance, 
the consequence would be, that he would 
not cultivate to the same extent the next 
year, and thus out of plenty would arise 
the causes of future scarcity, To prevent 
the possible recurrence of those calami. 
ties was the real object of the bill, and not, 


price of corn by creating an intentional 
and artificial scarcity, As to the noble 
Earl’s idea of establishing warehouses, as 
he had not gone sufficiently into the de+ 
tails of his plan, it was impossible for him 
either to disagree or coincide with him, 
Possibly such a system might have been 
advavtageously employed in Geneva, in 
Switzerland, in Holland, or in other small 
states, but he was apprehensive it wouid 
not answer in a country possessing the 
wealth and population of England. It was 
proposed by the bill, that a bounty should 
be granted on the exportation of corn, 
when the average price of it should be un 
reasonably low; that the exportation of it 
should be permitted when the average 
price even ‘became higher; but that 
whenever it should attain’ a certain 
price, which was considered as tend. 
ing to scarcity, then exportation should 
be absolutely prohibited. Again, when.’ 
ever it should get up to that price, im« 
portation should. be permitted. By those 
regulations, it was to be hoped that the 
prices would be kept tolerably steady; 
that great fluctuations would be prevented; 
that the farmer would have a reasonable 
chance for a fair profit upon his industry ; 
and that agriculture would be encouraged, 
which experience had‘shewn ta be the best 
security against scarcity. The present was 
not the time to disturb our whole internal 
system, and to make innovations upon 
the corn laws; which, whether wisely or 
not, he would not then debate, had grown 
up within the last 100 years, and were cons 
sidered by many as the immediate cause 


the national prosperity —His lordship 


[104s 


the course of a few years, prevailed to the _ 


at two periods, The best security that the . 


to cultivate as much of the soil as he - 


as the noble Earl had stated, to raise the- 
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then combated the argument of the noble 
Earl, that scarcity had been produced by 
the wars in which the country had been 
engaged, and endeavoured to prove, by a 
reference to the report of the committee, 
that the average prices of corn, for the last 
$0 years, were not greater in time of war, 
than in the corresponding years of peace. 
His Lordship concluded, by voting for the 
2d reading of the bill, which he regarded 
as a most important improvement upon the 
system of laws for the regulation of the 
corn trade, a 

Earl. Stanhope said, lie would not, by a 
round-about way, move as an amendment, 
“that this bill be read a 2d time this day 
3 months,” but such was his abhorrence of 
it, that he would move, “ that it be re- 
jected.” 

The Lord Chancellor said, he did not see 
how this question could be put without 
moving that the other words be left out. 

Earl Stanhope said, there were two ways 
of making an amendment, which he could 
shew, from the journals of the house, he 
had antecedently proved. The one was 

by leaving out words for the purpose of 
inserting others; the other, by inserting 
-words in order that others might be left 
out. He moved, therefore, that the word 
“ rejected,” be inserted after the word be.” 

The Lord Chancellor said, he now un- 
derstood the meaning of the noble Lord 
and read the question as moved. 

The Bishop of St. Asaph then rose, and 
spoke to the following purport:—‘* My 
lords, J am one of those who think we have 
been. induced to legislate further in the 
case of corn than is consistent with true 
policy, or calculated to promote the real 
interests of the community, I think that 
the legislature would in this case, as in all 
others which concern matters of trade, act 
most wisely by leaving corn, like all other 
articles, to find its own level. The only 
difference lies between the two extremes of) 
very low prices, and of very high prices. 
In the latter case, the lower classes of the 
people suffer extremely ; in the former, the 
farmers‘or growers of the corn are the suf- 
ferers. I admit it is extremely desirable, 
both these extremes should, if possible, be 
avoided ; but I think that neither of them 
can be fairly deduced to be of a permanent 
nature. In some years we have certainly 
seen instances where the price of corn was 
60 very low, that it was scarcely worth the 
Jabour and expence attending it, and as 

such the farmer had no inducement to cul- 
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tivate it. In other years, we have again 
seen corn, particularly wheat, at so very 
high a price, that the farmers must have 
derived very considerable profits from it, 
‘and, taking these, one against the other, 1 
conceive that the average will be found te 
-be such as not to discourage the farmer 
from his accustomed pursuit of cultivati 
the growth of corn. My lords, where th 
are a great many mouths that have been — 
accustomed to eat bread, there must be 
a correspondent demand for corn; and 
therefore the legislature ought to be parti- 
cularly careful, that in any acts they pass 


‘on this subject, they do not take any step 


which may tend to drive the corn out of 
the country. In my opinion, my lords, 
they should rather endeavour to devise— 
means of preserving the superabundancé 
of a plentiful year, in order to answer thé 
failure which may take place in the case of 
a year of comparative scarcity, And here, 
my lords, I cannot but notice that the ob- 
servations of the noble Earl (Stanhope) 
respecting public granaries have not, in 
my opinion, been sufficiently answered by 
the noble sec. of state. The noble sec. of 
state has said, that the example of such a 
state as that of the small republic of Ge. 
neva could not be adopted to the interests 
of a great nation, like the united kingdoms 
of G. Britain and Ireland. In this respect, 
I must, my lords, incline to the opinion of 
the noble earl, for we havé no occasion to 
confine ourselves to the modern example 
of Switzerland. If we look to the practice 
of the ancients, and resort to the autho- 
rity of the most eminent writers on the re 
rustica of the Egyptians, we shall find that 
they made use of the same practice of 
storing and preserving their corn in grana- 
ries. We shall find, that great care was. 
taken in this respect, that the corn was 
deposited in a state of perfect dryness in — 
the ear, and in the granaries, the walls of 
which were yery thick, and the roofs pro. 
portionately secure from the effects of bad 
weather ; and thus defended, the corn was 
kept for 50 and even a 100 years, in as 
perfect a state as when it was first put 
there for the purpose of preservation. [ 
will, however, allow that this argument, 
applied to this country, is an entire new 
system, and so far I agree with the noble 
sec. of state, that it is nat strictly applica- 
ble to the present bill. Iam, however, of 
opinion that we should be extremely caus 
tious how we attempt to interfere in mak~ 


ing parliamentary regulations, as to the-. 
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_ price of corn, and, from that, adopting a 
system of exportation and importation. I 
am afraid, as I said before, that we have 
gone too far on that subject, and I have, 
therefore, thought it necessary to trouble 
your lordships with these observations... 

The Duke of Clarence said, he had lis- 
tened with particular attention and satis- 
faction to the noble sec of state, while he 
detailed those observations which be might 
recollect, became the subject of his con- 
versation more than once with the noble 
Jord and a noble earl, a near relative of 
his (the Earl of Liverpool), whom he now 
Fegretted he did not see in his place. He 
‘was proud to hear the noble sec. convey to 
their lordships, in so clear and impressive 
@ manner, sentiments in which he con. 
eurred respecting one of the most im. 
portant interests of the country, Every 
syllable the noble lord had uttered, he 
fully coincided in, and he was persuaded, 
that it was only by acting upon those prin- 
ciples, that the subsistence of the people 
ef the united kingdom could be secured 
beyond all risks, but those that might be 
produced by the vicissitudes of bad sea- 
sons,—The question was then put on the 
amendment, when the contents were, 1— 
_ pon contents 21... The original question 
was then put and carried, and the bill was 
ordered to he committed to-morrow,— 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, . 

x4) Monday, July 16, 

Marsham presented 
@ petition from Cyprian Willock, who had 
been committed to Newgate, for prevari- 
¢eation before the Middlesex Election com- 
mittee, expressing contrition for his of- 
fence, and praying to be discharged out of 
custody. On the motion of Lord Mar- 
sham, he was ordered to be brought up on 
Wednesday, in. order to be discharged.— 
The house, in a committee, heard wit- 
nesses on Tighe’s Divorce bill; when the 
Speaker observed that there were certain 
parties concerned in that bill, whose pre- 
gence was necessary; that the notice re- 
quiring their attendance had not been sent 
off till Saturday ; and that, as they had_ to 
come all the way from Chester, it would 
not. be possible for them to be present that 
day; he therefore moved, ‘ that the chair- 
tan report progress;” ordered, and the 
committee was ordered to sit again to- 
morrow.—The Woolwich Ordnance bill ; 
the Accountant General’s bill; the Eng- 
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lish: Vote of Credit bill; the Irish Voteof 


Credit bill, and the London Docks bil}, 
were read a 3d time, and passed.—A per, 
son from the Mint, brought up an account 
of the quantity of silver bullion brought 
there, and the quantity vf silver coined 
there, from the 19th of March 1797, to 
the 25th of Dec. 1803. Ordered to lie on 
the table.—The Consolidated Fund bill, 
and the Bahama Islands Salt Exportation 
bill, were reported, and ordered to be read 
a 3d time to-morrow.—In considering the 
amendments made by the Lords’ in the 
Felons’ Apprehension bill.—-The Speaker 
observed, there was one m that clause of 
the bill which went to regulate the mode of 
defraying the expences of apprehending 
felons who should pass from Ireland to G, 
Britain. The amendment was to defray the 
expence of apprehending those passing 
from G. Britain to Ireland, and it was one 
of such a nature, as infringed on the privi- 
leges of the house. But it appeared from 
the preamble of the.bill, that such a pros 
vision was to have been made: and if the 
house thought that what the Lords had 
done was in furtherance of the intentions 
of the commons, they would then agree 
to the amendment.—The question was then 
put, and the amendment was agreed to, 
The Speaker then observed, that this pro- 
ceeding was confarmable to the rules and 
usages of the house ; but that in order to 
guard against any apprehension or error, 
it would be necessary to make a special 
entry of the case on the journals.-Mr,. 
Williams, from the Board of Naval In- 
quiry, presented the 8th report of the 
Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, which 
was ordered to lie on the table and to be 
printed.—On the motion of the Attorney 
General, the bill for the more effectual ad- 
ministration of Justice was read a 2d time, 
and ordered for commitment to-morrow, 
—QOn the motion of Lord Castlereagh, the 
order of the day for taking into farther con+ 
sideration the report of the Committee on 
the E. India Accounts, was postponed till 
Thursday next. ‘The reason of his post. 
poning this order, his lordship said, was, 


‘that there were certain papers he would 


move for ta be laid before the “house, 
which would, he was persuaded, satisfy an 
hon, gent. who had differed from him on 
this subject, and who was not now in his 
place. His lordship gave notice, there+ 
fore, that on Thursday next he would move 
for certain accounts relative to India.— 


Mr, Huskisgon presented an account of the 


[ose 
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balances. in the hands of the Receiver- 


“General of the Assessed Taxes of G. Bri- 
tain on the 5th of Juiy, 1803, which was] 


ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


—On the motion of Mr. Huskisson, the” 


house took into farther consideration the 
report of the Stamp Duties bill. ‘The se- 
teral amendments were agreed to, and the 
‘bill ordered to be read a 3d time to- 
morrow.—The London Dock Warehous- 
ing bill was read a 3d time, and passed.— 
The Irish Treasury Bills bill was read a 3d 
time and passed.—Mr. Alexander brought 
up the report of the Irish Revenue Regula- 
tion bill. On the question being put that 
the amendments be read a second time, 

Mr. Hutchinson rose to object to the 
measure as one that had, he conceived, no 
tendency to promote the interests of Ire- 
land. It would bear hard, he said, along 
with another bill now before the house, on 
the Irish distillers. He complained also, 
that the Irish distillers had not bad tie to 
remonstrate against those measures, they 
having been taken, in some degree, by 
surprise. He complained also, that the 
exportation of spirits was not permit- 
ted from Ireland in vessels of less than a 
hundred tons, whereas in Scotland, it was 
permitted to export in vessels of from 
seventy to a hundred, The distillers, he 
contended, should be permitted to import 
into this country any quantity. They had 
expected, he said, this advantage from the 
union, and a greater capital had been con- 
sequently engaged in that trade. Should 
any loss, therefore, Le occasioned by sub- 
sequent regulations, some provision ought 
to be made for compensation. He sub- 
mitted to the hon. gent. who had brought 


forward this measure, how far it might be 


proper to delay the period of its commence- 
ment.—The amendments were then read a 
2d time, and the bill ordered to be read a 
3d time to-morrow. 

[AppiTionaL Force AMENDMENT 
Brti]—On the motion that this bill be 
read a 3d time, 

Col. Crauford rose, he said, in order to 
ask a question of the right hon. gent. op- 
posite to him. This bill had been intro- 
duced in order to remove all doubts exist- 
ing in a former act relative to purchasing 
lands for the purpose of erecting fortifica- 
tions ; he wished, therefore, to know if, by 
the introduction of such a bill at this late 
period of the session, it was intended to 
proceed to the erection of any particular 


_liament. 


fortifications or military works, against the 
next session of parliament? Ne 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer saidy 
that the legislature had already thought 
proper to grant powers for that purpose ; 
but these not being sufficiently explicit, the 
present act was intended to amend and 
render this more effective. These nn 
provements were therefore introduced 
upon general grounds, and had no refer- 
ence to any particular procedure. 

Col. Crauford then said, that if his 
Majesty’s ministers had any object in con- 
templation, he should certainly think it 
his duty to move, that an account of the 
expences thereof should be laid before par 
It was certainly the duty of mi- 
nisters to inform the house of their inten- 
tions, in order that the necessary expence 
might be provided, and the public money 
not voted away without the consent of par« 
liament, upon a proper estimate, so far as 
the same could be made up. He suspected 
thatsome works of that nature had already 
been erected during the present war, withe 
out any such estimates being put in. 

Sir IV. Pulteney said, that as his Majes- 
ty’s Chancellor of the Exchequer had just 
now told the house, that the present bill . 
was brought in only upon general grounds, 
he was led to imagine, that no particular 
exertion was to be looked for before the 
meeting of parliament next session. He 
thought, that from the conduct of ministers _ 
themselves, the general opinion of the 
country had been of late greatly relaxed, 
as to the apprehension of invasion. His 
Majesty’s ministers, unless they had really 
good reasons for thinking the dangers not 
so pressing, ought, on the contrary, to 
have endeavoured to have kept up the zeal, 
public spirit, and energy of the country. 
Wecertainly had already been making great 
prepartions, but he might ask, bad not the 
enemy also been making vast preparations, 
so as to keep pace With us in every parti- 
cular? On the whole, he was led to ima« 
gine, that the country was not at this pre- 
sent moment properly awake to a just 
sense of its dangers. 

Dr. Laurence said, that he understood 
some months ago that fortifications were 
to be made, and he thought them very 
necessary for the defence of the country. 
He would wish to know why such plans as 
had been formerly approved of by the right - 
hon. gent. himselfy’ had not been carried 
into effect, 
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. The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
he had never meant to assert, as the hon. 
bart. insinuated he had done, that all dan- 
ger of invasion was over. He certainly 
‘thought. that considerable progress had 

‘been made to bring forward our force toa 
state of as great perfection as possible ; 
and he trusted, that our means of doing so 
were yet increasing. He should be sorry 
to find any person imagine that our present 
situation did not still require our utmost 
energy and exertion. Upon the very last 
application for a vote of credit, the coun- 
try had been represented as in very great 
danger, He could assure the hon. gent. 
Opposite to him, that he had not changed 
his mind as to the necessity of using every 
means he had formerly approved of for the 
defence of the country, and that every 
thing that could possibly be suggested by 
the most skilful military men would be at- 
tended to.—The bill was then read a 3d 
time and passed. 

Sprrits Warexousine Brix } 

n the order of the day, for the com- 
_ mittee on the Irish Spirits Warehousing bill, 

_' Col. Hutchinson said, since this subject 
- was discussed before, he had _ received 
communications from distillers in Ireland, 
stating, that they were liable to be ag- 
grieved by the measure. Many had, since 
the union, speculated on those advantages 
which were now about to be taken away; 
. and one house had vested the sum of 
- $000]. in such a speculation ; perhaps it 
might hereafter be fit to consider how far 
these parties were entitled to a compensa- 
‘tion. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, if 
_ persons had thought proper to speculate in 
sums of money, on the strength of what 
they might gain in consequence of the act 
of union, that was no ground why any un- 
reasonable advantages, which they might 
have enjoyed, should be continued any 
longer.—The house. then resolved itself 
into a committee on the bill. 

~ Col. Hutchinson wished to put off for 

6 weeks Jonger, the period at which the 

bill was to take effect. This was op- 

posed by 


Mr. , who observed, that the ad- 


vantage to the distiller, of warehousing his 
spirits, was one which ought not to be de- 
layed a day longer than could be avoided. 
—The bill then passed the committee, and 
the report was ordered to be received to- 
morrow.—Adjourned, 
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_HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, July 17., - 
 [Mrxvres.]—The Civil List, Ordnance, 


and Adjutant General’s Office Franking, 
and the Poultry Compter bills, were read 


a 3d time and passed.—The London De. . | 


fence bill, and the Irish Vote of Credit, 
with several private bills, were brought up 
from the Commons, aad read a first time, 
—On the motion of the Duke of Clarence, 
the order of the day for going into a com 
mittee on the Insolvent Debtors’ bill, was 
postponed until Thursday next.—The 


Lord Chancellor, in the appeal from the — 


court of sessions in Scotland, brought b 
Arrot v Keir and others, after a few obsers 
vations, moved that the judgment of the 
court below should be affirmed. 

[Conn Trave Biti.]—The order of 
the day being read fur the house to resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole house 
on the Corn Trade bill, 

Edtl Stanhope moved, according to the 
prayer of the petition of Mr. Chalmer, 
which had been on their lordships’ table 
some days, that the said Mr. Chalmer be 
heard by himself or counsel. 

Lord Hawkesbury opposed this, on the 
ground, that no individual had a right to be 
heard against a bill, merely because his in- 
terest was affected, without stating how 
his individual interest was likely to be in. 
jured by the operation of the bill. It was 
not enough for any one to say, that his in- 


.terest was affected, because it affected the 


trade in which he was concerned. If this 
was allowed, it would be impossible to 


bring forward with effect any bill of regu 


lation, because the interests of one person 
or another must always be affected by such 
bills in a certain degree. 

The Lord Chancellor said, it was his 
wish, in all bills which passed through that 
house, the utmost latitude should be given, 
that could with propriety, to every person 
being fairly and impartially heard against a 
bill by which his individual interest might 
be affected. In the present instance, he 
did not think it would be proper to hear 
the petitioner, either by himself or counsel, 
in the stage in which the bill then was. He 
thought, however, there was a middle path 
which might be pursued, by which the pee 
titioner might have the same advantage as 
if he was heard now. The house might 


agree that he should be heard in some tu- — 


ture stage of the bil]. On the report, for 


} instance; and he might in the mean time 
{ 
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present a supplementary petition, stating 
how, and iv what manver, bis individual 
juterest was affected by the bill. 

Earl Stanhope objected to this. He saw 
no reason, he said; tor deferring the hear- 

_ing of this petition to a future stage of the 
pill. He had a positive objection to it; for, 
‘asthe matter now stood, if the petitioner 
was heard, it might be that his case would 
warrant an alteration in the bill; whereas, 
if it was postponed to a future stage, such 
alteration could not be made; besides, he 
had a right, if the present petition was not 
heard, ur produced no effect, to offer ano- 
ther petition in a subsequent staze of the 
bill, aud he could derive all the advantage 
which the noble and learned Jord meant 
to give him, even after the present petition 
should be heard. He wished, however, to 
take the sense of the house on this matter, 
as it would enable him to regulate his pro- 
_ceeding next sessivn on the question of the 
slave trade; and, therefore, though he 
_would not divide the house; he would take 
the sense of it on the question. 

The Duke of Clarence said, he had paid the 
-utmost attention to this business, and was 
surprised to find that the noble earl had 

brought it forward on the 2d reading 
of.the bill. The petition, he found, went 
directly against the principle of the bill, 
and, as such, was not proper to be brought 
forward in the committee. It should have 
been on the 2d reading, or it might be 
heard either on the report, or against the 
3d reading of the biil. -He should, there- 
fore oppose the petition being heard in the 
-present instance.—The question that the 
petitioner be heard by himself or couusel, 
was then put and negatived. After which 
the house resolved itself: into a committee 
on the bill, in the course of which several 
amendments were made to the bill. The 
bill was reported with the amendments, 
and the report ordered to be taken into 
consideration to-morrow.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, July 17. 


{Mixures.]—The bill to regulate the 
issue of Habeas Corpus ad testificandum, 
was reported, and ordered to be read a 3d 
time to-morrow.—Ehe Nassau Salt Ex- 
portation bill was read a 3d time aud 
assed.—Tighe’s Divorce bill went through 
a.committeg, in which witnesses were.ex- 


Vou. Il, 
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amined, and counsel were heard as to the 


adultery. ‘The report was received, agréed 
to, and the bill read a Sd time and passed. 
—A message from the Lords stated their 
lordships’ assent to the Civil List bill, the 
Quarter-master General, &c. Franking bill, 
the Irish Small Notes Regulation bill, the 
Poultry Compter Prisoners: Removal bill, * 
and the Southwark Lighting and Paving 
bill—The Irish Offices Fees Regulation 
bill was committed, and the report. was 
ordered to be brought up tuo-morrow.— 
Lord Marsham moved the order of the 
day for the farther consideration of the 
report of the committee upon the last 
Middlesex election, Upon the order be- 
ing read, the noble lord stated, that as 
the minutes of the evidence taken before 
the committee, relative to the conduct of 
the sherifls, were not yet printed, and as 
it was impossible that they could be ready 
in due time at this late period of the ses- 
siov, to enable the house fairly and fully 
to examine this important subject, he 
would propose to postpone the farther 
consideration of it till the next session. 
The noble lord then moved the following 
resolutions: Ist, “ ‘That it appears to the 
house, that it would be too late to pro- 
ceed to the farther consideration of this 
report in the present session of parlia- 
ment. 2d, That it will be highly expe- 
dient to proceed to the farther considera- 
tion of the same as early as possible in 
the next session.” ‘These resolutions were 
adopted, and the order of course dis- 
charged.—The Irish Revenue Regulation 
bill was read a 3d time and passed.—‘The 
report of the committee upon the Irish 
Warehausing Spirit bill was brought up, 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read 
a 3d time to-morrow.—Mr. Huskissou 
moved, that the adjourned debate on the 
finance resolutions should be farther pust- 
poned to Thursday next. Ordered.—-Mr. 
Huskisson presented a return of the qua- 
lifications of deputy lieutenants of coun- 
ties, pursuant to act of parliamert. Or- 
dered to lie om the table; also, accouits 
of the number of captains in the militia 
not qualified; also, an account of the are 
rears and current balances of the excise, 
from Jan. 1803. Ordered to lie on the 
table. 

fInnta Princep seeing 
the noble lord in his place, to whom tlie 
principal direction of the affairs of the N. 
India Company were committed, rgse to. 

3X 
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ask, whether it would not be for the con- 
venience of the house, and the full under- 
standing of the subject, that the papers 
* which were necessary to the farther dis- 
cussion of the India budget, should be 
laid on the table before Thursday, the 
day on which that discussion was fixed, 
in order that those papers should be in 
the contemplation of the house, and that 
members who were disposed to deliver 
their opinions upon the interesting ques- 
tion to which they reierred, should come 
forward prepared to speak upon their me- 
tits. With a view to this he submitted it 
to the candour of the noble lord, whether 
it would not be right to present these pa- 
pers this evening ? 

Lord Castlereagh stated, that the pa- 
pers relative to the subject to which the 
hon. member alluded, were not quite 
ready. He had also to mention that his 
mind was not yet made up as to the pre- 
cise accounts which ought to be submitted 
to the house upon this occasion, but on 
Thursday he should be prepared to bring 
them forward. 

{(Votunreer Orricers Biit.]—The 
Attorney General said, that as an opinion 
had gone abroad, justified, in a great 
measure, by the words of the late Volun- 
teer Consolidation act, that officers of 
volunteer corps, who received the march- 
ing guineas for men going on permanent 
duty, &c. were to be considered as public 
accomptants, and therefore liable to be 
called on by the commissioners for audit- 
ing public accounts, which must be at- 
tended with great inconvenience to those 
gent. he felt it his duty to move for leave 
to bring in a bill to explain the act alluded 
to upon this point. 

Mr. Giles suggested to the learned gent. 
the propriety of introducing into this act 
some clause to remove the doubts which 


prevailed as to the power of assessing the 


quota to be furnizhed by each parish under 
the Additional Force act. According to 
the pfcvisions of the supplementary mili- 
tia, and army of reserve acts, a deduction 
was to be made in the quotas of parishes, 
according to the number of balloted men 
belonging to volunteer corps in each pa- 
rish. The Additional Force act, which 
professed to be founded upon a similar 
principle, although it superseded the ope- 
ration of those acts, was in his judgment 
defective, and required an alteration upon 
the point he referred to, 
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commended, as it must appear, from a 


full consideration of the terms of the act, _ 
that in fixing the quota for each parish, | 


reference was to be always had to the 


number of volunteers it furnished.—The | 
motion was agreed to, and a bill brought | 
in to explain the said act, so far as it re. 
lates to money received by the officers of 


voluuteer corps, for the use of such corps, 
and that such officers shall not be deemed 
public accomptants, &c. ‘The bill was 
read a lst and 2d time, and committed for 
to-morrow, 

Stamp Duties Bitzt.]—On the order 
of the day for the 3d reading of the Stamp 
Duties bill, 

Mr. Fonblanque rose to state, that he 
had heard nothing advanced during the 
progress of the bill, which could induce 
him to think the measure could in ap 


respect be justified, especially that part of 


it which relates to the tax on law proceed- 
ings. He thought, therefore, he was bound 
in duty to oppose it in this its last stage, 
The hon. and learned gent. then went on 
to recapitulate the arguments be had se- 
veral times used against the bill, and con- 
cluded by giving it his decided negative. 

Mr. Wilberforce stated, that he had re- 
ceived a petition from some of his consti 
tuents to present to the house against the 
provisions of this bil!, respecting promis- 
sory notes and bills of exchange of a small 
amount; but he was aware that he could 
not present apy petition against a tax bill. 
He would, however, read this petition as 
a part of his speech. ' 

The Speaker submitted to the judgment 
of the hon. member, whether it would be 
competent to any member, according to 
established usage, to read a petition which 
he was not permitted to present. Sucha 
proceeding did not appear as at all con. 
sonant to the substance of the order which 
precluded the admission of such petition. 

Mr. Wilberforce resumed and stated, 


that the petition he referred to was from — 
tie traders of Yorkshire, whose capitals 


were small, and whose transactions would 
be much impeded and injured by the pro- 
posed advance of taxation; an advance 
which by no means applied fairly, as the 
tax upon bills from 100]. to 200}. was to 
be only 4s. while that upon bills of from 


51, to 301, was to be 1s. Gd. The hom 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought’ 
there was no necessity whatever for the — 
alteration which the learned member re. 
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gent. strongly recommended to ministers 
to re-consider this subject, aud not thus 
to aggravate the ditficulties which the smal] 
capitalists in the woollen trade had to con- 
tend with. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
sure that, upon a farther consideration of 
this subject, the objections stated by the 
petitioners alluded to, however respectable 
- they were, would be found erroneous. 
Promissory notes, he said, would not be 
affected, as would appear from a review ot 
the schedule, to a just examiuation of 
which he referred those who were disposed 
to object to the measure. 

Mr. Wilberforce said, that the apprehen- 
sion of the mischievous tendency of the 
tax he referred to, was very geuerally felt 
among the industrious and respectable 
persons to whom he alluded. 

Mr. Windham argued against the bill on 
the same grounds as on a former occasion, 
and expressed his regret that he had not been 
able to procure a copy of the treatise (Mr. 
Beutham’s) to which he had before advert- 
ed, and where he was sure, both from what 
he remembered of the work, and what he 
knew of the writer, there would be many 
good arguments to this point, beyond 
those which he or others had urged. These 
were indeed sufficient fully to decide his 
opinion, and to make him glad to avail 
himself of ‘this: opportunity, as he had 
done of a preceding one, to mark his 
hostility to the measure. ‘There were two 
parts of the bill to which he meant parti- 
cularly to object; that which levied a tax 
directly upon one class of people, the 
attornies; and that which went generally 
to tax law proceedings. To tax a parti- 
cular class of people, except upon the 
idea that the tax was not to rest with 
them, but through them te pass to the 
community at large, was so repugnant to 
every principle of justice or policy, that 
it was unnecessary to argue against it. 
It was a mere robbery, and could proceed 
upon no principle but that of there is the 
money, and there we will go to get it. 
The only pretext for the tax could be, 
_ that it would be levied upon the clients; 
and. that as all men were liable to become 
clients, it was, in fact, a general tax. In 
this view it came under the other general 
head of a tax on law proceedings; where 
certainly the character of it was not much 
mended; for any thing more unjust or 
unpolitic, more contrary to all principle, 


an a tax upon law proceedings, could not 
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be conceived. The only possible case in. 
which such taxes could be justified, was that 
in which they were matters of regulation. 
This might sometimes be necessary, though 
it was always to a degree objectionable, It 
was never good, as he had had occasion to 
remark lately on a different subject (the 
bill for the disfranchisement of the bo- 
rough of Aylesbury), to mix in legisla- 
tion objects of a separate and independent 
character, so as to leave the motive of the 
legislature doubtful. It was desirable to 
have it known, how muth was done for tax, 
and how much for regulation; that what 
might be called the public motive, might 
stand clear of that which might be called the 
interested one. But in this instance, there 
was not a pretence for talking of regulation, 
By whom had the happy discovery been 
made, that law proceedings were tao cheap ? 
He could understand the possibility of 
such a case; or rather that if the case 
existed, the inconvenience of it would be 
great. No greater evil could be. con- 
ceived, than a state of things in which 
every man might institute suits against his 
neighbour at no expence or hazard. No 
man’s property would be at rest for a 
moment. Twenty Westminster Halls, sit- 
ting every day, and all day long, would 
not suffice for the litigation of London, 
alone. But surely this was a state of 
things of which we were in no great dan- 
ger. What had been done by the legisla- 
ture already, what was sure to be done at 
all times by others without that assistance, 
might exempt us from the apprehension of 
being ruined by the cheapness of law. We 
might safely trust ourselves, in that re-. 
spect, to the learned profession itself, 
which would take ample care that men 
should not go to law for nothing. It was 
perfectly idle to say, therefore, that any 
interference of the legislature was neces- 
sary in that view. But if a tax upon law 
was not necessary to guard against the 
danger of law becoming too cheap, was 
there not a fear that such an addition to 
the expences already attending these pro 
ceedings, might render them too dear? 
It was notorious that it must beso. The - 
evil existed to a degree already which re. 


quired no new circumstance to inflame 


it. The expences of law were already a. 
denial of justice in many instances to the ~ 
poor, and sometimes, it was to be feared, a 
means of oppression in the hands of the - 
rich. This, to a certain degree, was una- 
voidable, It was inherent in the nature of 


| 
| 
| | 
> 
a | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
| q 
4 | 
| 


1063] 


fore, of rational complaint: but it might 
well be a subject of complaint, if we wan- 
tonly dnd unnecessarily should think fit to 
aggravate the evil. It was quite ridica- 
lous, if, while we were boasting that in 
this country the courts of law were opén 
to-evety one, we should be fortifying the 
reply that had been made to that observa- 
tion, aye, so is the London Tavern, to those 
who are not afraid of the bill.” This was 
conclusive as to the propriety of such a 
tax, eyen supposing it to be in other re- 
spects right. But the whole principle of 
it was wrong, independent of the degree, 
ahd of the effects which it might inci- 
dentally produce. To tax Jaw was, as 


had been well observed, to tax mecessa- 


ries. It was to tax, not the property, but 
the means by which the property was to 
be acquired, This in ‘a degree, and indi- 
rectly must, to be sure, often be done. A 
tax upon one thing might be said to affect 
indirectly the price of every other. But 
in general, the object of taxation was to 
lévy a contribution on the property when 
possessed, and not to beat upon the means 
of acquiring it. You did not directly tax 
the smith’s hammer, or the carpenter's 
saw, though a tax upon iron, or upon 
shipping, might indirectly, and in some 
degree, affect the price of those articles. 
This was an argument which he had used 


thé right. It was no answer to this to 
say, that the tax fell only oh these who 
Hdd At thé tight; namely, on the patty 
who Idst his sttit; that the expences of the 
dihér were pdid ot of the costs: besides 
. that thé granted hévér cdvered the 
whole @fpetite, who could mean to 
strt, that thé ifierits of a cause, and its 
wére to be ds one 
and. thé Samé? ldw supposed no 
stich thing. We had the institution, as 
all other Couiitriés had; of tribunals of 
appeal, tributtals funded on the 
that fofméy decisions, how- 

aid contelentiously made; 


wrong. This Happen even 
Hert question’; sobimitted suctess- 
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‘things, afid could be fo subject, there- 


case of appeal, were précisely thé suthe:’ 
but how often must the fact be, that’ 
from accident or mismanagément, from 
the defect of evidence, from the absencé 


of witnesses, from the loss of papers, from - 


want of timely information or of judis’ 


cious advice, the case submitted to thé’ 


tribunal in the first instance wa8 not thé’ 
true one, and could not decide, therefore, 
on the real merits of the causé. After 
all, was no cause fit to be tried, that wag 
not found ultimately to have the merits 
on its side? Were the parties to bé bound 
under a penalty rightly to decide on theif 
imperfect and partial information and with 


their defective judgments, that question on’ 


which men the most énlightened, aftor 4 
hearing of both sides, were found often to 
differ in their opinions? Every man, it wag 
true, caine into 4 court of justice utder 


that risk; but was it fit, that that risk’ 


should be unnecessarily aggravated? It 
was the case of the old tribunal at Lyons, 
mentioned by a classical’ author, whére 
the’ penalties were such, as to make thé 
situation of a suitor there a proverbial 
instance of fear. 


- 
Palhtit, ut nudis pressis qui catcihus anguém, 
Aut Lugduneénsem rhetot dicturus ad aram. 

How many must be deterred from entering 
into a court of justice Under stich risks, 
even with all the merits of the catise off 
their side ; and, what was not léss to thé 
purpose, how many even of professiouat 
men (attornies he meant), who would 
now sametimes tindertaké a cause, which 
they thought well of, at their own risk, 
would be deterred from the undertaking, 
when the loss on failure must be £0 very 
heavy? But of all the extraordinary justi- 
fications or apologies for this measure that 
were ever thought of, was that of a ledrned 
gent. the other night, who bid us recal ta 
our recollection, the tax in question 
did not éxtend to that patt of our law 
which was vested in the hands of justices 
of the peace and other magistrates! Wé 
were to be reconciled to the obstruction of 
justice ih civil suits, by thé facility of its 
execution it the case of perial statutes! 
A man was to console himself for the loss 
of hi& estate, by the reflection that ano- 
ther thight with great tacility be commits 
ted to prison ! Nay, the merit of the idea 


did not stop even there, fot as the persotf. 


biinself might be the object of the law it) 
its operations, ths real state of the 


ivély to the two fribunals, 4% ih ite” 


ow beet 


fe 
th 
- 
many years ago upon the shop-tax, and 
which, he thast still think, was well found- 
ed. A man’s shop was the implement of his 
| ttdde, Though law not, strictly speak- 
ifg, the implement of trade to any but law- 
| --yers, it was to shdny thé inéans of implement 
| of acquiring that’ which ought, above all 
thitids, to bé considered, wiamely, the 
| sroperty to which they already possessed | 
| | | 
; 


case was, that & man should be consoled } 


fot the loss of his property, by reflecting 
that he himself might with great ease be 
committed to prison. The casé was not un- 
likely to happen; for the very want of that 
propérty, which these increased expences 
made it impossible for the owner to re- 
cover, might be precisely thé means of 
planging him into distress, and thereby 
procuring him the benefit of that free ope- 
ration of thé Jaw if other respects, which 
the hon. gent. held out. ‘ Don’t be cast 
down,” he would say; ‘* you have lost 
the hope of trying your cause, and with it 
that of recovering the little property which 
you think you have a claim to; but 
stiould yoa, in Consequence, and from the 
dist?éss jn Which you are now left, be led 
into any offéncé against the revenue or game 
laws, or bé guilty of any other irregu- 
larity, you will find that, however difficult 
or expensivé the law may be in enabling 
you to obtain your own, it, will furnish 
thé méans of senditig you to prison in the 
éasidst and chéupest manner possible.” 
There really seemed, therefore; to be no 
ground which this medsure had to 
stand upon, It was a mere determina- 
tion to get so much money; for which 


nothing could be pleaded, but that the | 


money was wanted. ‘Thé reality of this 
pléa he could easily understand, aud readily 
feeél for. He could conceive what was the 
situation of the right hon. gent. tormented 
pérhaps with the cravings of an empty ex- 
cheguer; 4nd could sympathise with him 
atcordingly: but so he could with a man 


Who, in compliance with the cravings of 


aii empty stomach, should rub a butcher’s 
shop; yet without being able to pass over 
the offetice, or to.say that people’s pro- 
py could be left open to such depreda- 
S . Ib the present instance, there was 
less excuse. ‘Though the pressure 
thiglt be nearly as urgent, there was not 
the same impossibility, a’ might exist 
sontetitries in the other case, of procuring 
relief by bétter and honester means.—The 
pill was then read a 3d time, after which, 
Mr. Huskisson proposed a new clause, 
“ providing, that from the time of passing 
the act, no stanip duty shall be chargeable 
ou the commission of atiy officer of a vo- 
lunieer or yeomanry corps.” This clause 
was brought up, read and agreed to, and 
the bill passed. 
{[Lovatry Loaw.]—The report of the 
Loyalty Loan bill was brought up, and, on 


PARE, DEBATES, Joty 18, 1804.-Corh Trade Bill, 


Mr. Huskissoh rosé amd stated, 
since this bill had been in the. comuiitteey-, 
it had beén found. advisable ‘to. dlier. the, 
arrangéments respecting the time at whick.. 
the holders’ of the Loyalty. Lean- should ; 
declare their wish to. avail themselyes af, 
the terms of this bill, and. the period - 
when the lords of the treasury should sigs . 
nify. the description of stock in-which their, 
claims were to be satisfied, In the former. 
case the blank was filied up with the 20th . 
of Aug. and in the latter with the 10th. 
of Oct. It was now proposed, that. thd. 
lords of the treasury should declare. thé . 
stock into which the Loyalty Loan should . 
be convertible, on or before the 20th of. 
Sept. and that the Loyalty Loan-holdets 

should have until the 5th of Oct. to sigs 

nify their assent to the terms proposed, 

The hon, member  coneluded with pro- 

posing an amendment agreeable his 

statement.—The motion was agreed to, 

and the bill was ordered to be read a 34, 

time to-morrow. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, July 18. 
[Mivurxs.]—The bills upon the tablé 
were forwarded in their fespective stages, 
and a committée of their lordships was 
appointed to inspect the Journals.—Seu 
veral bills were brought up from the Comes 
mons. _Among these were the Stamp Du- 
ties, the Consolidated Fund, the Loyalty 
Loan, and the Volunteer Supplementary - 
Regulation bills, which were severally read 
a 1st time. 
{Corn Trave Birn.J]—The order of. 
the day being read for receiving the report 
of this bill, their lordships accordingly 
proceeded to the considetation .of . thé. 
amendments made by the committee.—. 
Earl Stanhope proposed certain alterations 
to the amendments made in the schedulé 
C. on the suggestion of the noble sec, of 


consisténciés which he conceived still re= - 


would throw difficulties in the way of its. 
éxecutiou. These principally related to 
the alterations made with respect to the 
calculations of the Irish currencies, ap 
applying to the prices, without a corres= 
ponding alteration in the measures. The 
observations of the noble earl were an} 
iswered by Lords Hawkesbury, Mulgrave, 
and the Duké of Montrose, who contend 


| ed that part ef the bill, as amended, was 


the motion that it should be agreed to; - 


He 


state, with a view to obviating some in=_ 


mained in that part of the bill, and which . 


| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 


sufficiently eleay and intelligible, and that 
no difficulties. would obtain in the execu- 
tion of that part. of the bill: their lord- 
ships also observed, that the noble earl 
laid too much stress upon what was set 


forth in the ‘report, from which even the. 


House of Commons, for whose particular 
assistance and information it- was culcu- 
Jated, had materially deviated in framing 
various parts of the bill; they thought the 
farther alterations proposed by the noble 
Tord to be unnecessary at best. Earl Stan- 
hope did not press his propositions, and 
the amendment, as proposed by the com- 
mittee, was agreed to. The remaining 
- @mendments being confirmed by the house, 
the bill was ordered to be read a 3d time 
to-morrow.— Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, July 18. 

(Mrxvutes,|—On the motion of Sir J. 
Anderson, the house took into cousidera- 
tion the amendments made by the Lords 
in the Surrey Paving and Lighting bill, 
and agreed to the same.—The report of 
the Volunteer Act Amendment bill was 
brought up, agreed to, and the bill was 
read a 3d time and passed.—The Loyalty 
Ioan bill, and the Consolidated Fund 
bill, were read a 3d time and passed. —On 
the motion of Lord Marsham, Cyprian 
Whillock, who had been first in custody 
of the serjeant at arms, and was after- 
wards, by order of the house, a prisoner 
in Newgate for prevarication before the 
Middlesex election committee, was brought 
to the bar in order to his being discharged. 
The Speaker reprimanded him in nearly 
the following words :—‘ Cyprian Whil- 
lock, a select committee of this house, 
appointed to try and determine the merits 
of the Middlesex election, has reported, 
that you, being called as a witness before 
the said committee, were guilly of gross 
prevarication ; for which offence they com- 
mnitted you to the custody of the serjeant 
at arms, and this house did tarther com- 


mit you to his Majesty’s gaol of Newgate. | 


The matter under examination by the 
committee, when you were called upon to 
give evidence, was the charge of treating ; 
a practice which, according to the lan- 
guage of the.Jaw, is ‘ in violation of the 
freedom due to the election of the repre- 
sentatives for the Commons, to the great 
scandal of the kingdom, dishonourable 
and destructive to the constitution of par- 
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liaments.’ Your occupation in life, and, 
your residence at the time of the election, 
qualified you to have given important tess: 
timony upon this charge; the points to _ 
which you were interrogated were such ag 
must have fallen within your own know. 
ledge; “and yet, in so plain a matter, res. 
gardless of the reverence due to the au- 
thority of this house, and regardless also 
of the solemnity of the oath which you 
had taken, you-appear to have incurred 
the heavy guilt of wilfully prevaricating. 
before God and your country. For this, 
your offence you have most justly suffered 
disgrace and imprisonment: but this house, 
considering the penitence you have since 
expressed, and hoping also, that the ex. 
ample of your punishment may sufficiently. 
ensure a better execution of the writ is- 
sued for a new election, bas ordered that 
you be now discharged ; and you are dis- 
charged accordingly, paying your fees,”— 
The prisoner was then taken from the bar, 
and, on the motion of Lord Marsham, 
the reprimand was ordered to be entered 
on the Journals. 

[Scarcity or TimBer.]—Sir W. Dol- 
ben gave notice, that early in the next 
session of parliament it was his intention 
to call the attention of the house to the 
subject of inclosures, in order that some 
provision might in future be made for 
causing trees to be planted in lands here+ 
after to ve inclosed. There was not a tree 
now to be found in any inclosed lands; 
and the searcity of timber was so great, 
that farmers, in many places, could not 
get enough for their private use. Even in 
a national point of view, this was a sub- 
ject of great importance, and’well worthy 
the consideration of parliament, He 
hoped the right hon. gent. who was now 
minister, would turn his thoughts to it durs 
ing the ensuing recess, and that he would 
renew tue commission which had been ap- 
pointed some years ago for examining into 
the state of his Majesty’s forests ; or carry 
into effect some plan similar to what had 
been intended by the appointment of that 
commission.. Unless some plan of this 
kind, aud that upon a very large scale, 
was adopted, we should be obliged to ga 
to foreign countries for supplies of timber, 

“HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, July 19. 
[Minutzs.]—The Corn Bounty Regus 


lation bill was read a 3d time, passed, and 


| 

| 

| 
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‘taken into consideration on Monday. 


. the 3d reading of this bill, 


it was impossible that any man in the 
-country could be more solicitous than he 


-been able to give to the bill before them, 
he must say, that the principle, upon which 


was one wholly inconsistent with the prin- 


session at which it was brought. forward. 
_ Although it might be sometimes necessary 
: te bring forward bills of. revenue and | 
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sent to the Commons.—The bills on the 
table were passed in their respective stages. 
<The order of the day for going into a 
committee on this bill, was, on the motion 
of H. R.H the Duke of Clarence, dis- 
charged, and the same was ordered. to be 


{Lonpon Crercy Incumpenss Brit.) 
—The order of the day being moved for 


The Duke of Norfolk rose and said, that 


was that an adequate and honourable pro- 
vision should be made for the clergy. But 
from. all the consideration that he had 


it professed to effect that desirable object, 


ciples upon which that house had hitherto 
legislated in whatever affected the rights of 
private property. He would call upon 
their lordships to say whether they could, 
in honour and conscience, pass the bill, 
except the previous consent of every per- 
son upon whom it would operate as a tax, 
had been obtained. ‘The clergy of Lon- 
don, from the time of the reformation to 
the reign of Charles HI. was maintained by 
a certain poundage upon the rental ot 
houses. After the great fire, by a statute 
of Charles II, that poundage was commuted 
for a sum certain, and at that proportion 
it had continued until that moment. He 
would freely admit, that salary was by no 
means adequate to the proper maintenance 
of the clergy, and much as he was inclined 
to concur in any measure that should ena- 
ble them to support their due rank, yet he 
could not bring himself to consent to this 
bill. He did not object to the principle of 
increasing their allowance, but to the mode 
of doing it. The bill went to impose a tax 
upon private property, upon property which, 
for upwards of a century, had undergone fre- 
quent transfers, every one of which was en- 
tered into upon the faith that no particular 
burdens, distinct from the necessity of ge- 
neral taxation, should be imposed on it. 
He could not consent to such an outrage 
upon those rights which every private man 
was supposed by law to have in his pro- 
perty.——The noble Duke urged many other 
objections to the bill, and insisted parti- 
Ccularly upon the advanced period of the 


general defence, under those circum- — 
stances, yet he did not think the 19th of 
July was a proper momeut for preterring 
a bill so important and delicate as that 
before their lordships. He would repeat, 
that no one was more anxious for the 
honourable maintenance of the clergy, 
not only in London, but throughout the 
whole. of the kingdom, than he was; but 
he would put it to the conscience of the 
reverend prelates (no person respected 
them more, and he was convinced they 
could not act improperly) whether they 
could at the present period, and in soe thi 
an attendance, press so Mnportant a Dill 
upon the house. For those reasons he 
would move, that instead of * now,” the 
bill be read a 3d time “ this day 3 
months.” . 

Lord Grantley observed, ‘that in consi- 
dering the case, the comparative value of 
money at the time the stipends of the Len- 
don clergy were fixed, and what it was at 
present, should be seriously considered; 
as well as the circumstance of the great in- 
crease in the value of that preperty whence 
the stipends in question were derived. 

The Bishop of London rose to support 
the bill. He began with a most eloquent 
description of the worth and merits of the 
clergy of the city of London. He main- 
tained, that their incomes were not sufi- 
cient to support them with that decency 
that became their situation ; there were 50 
livings, the highest of which was 2001. per 
annum; others were of 150]. and many 
only of 1001. per annum. An act had 
passed their lordships’ house, to enforce the 
residence .of the clergy. Many of the 
London clergy had no house on their liy- 
ings; others had houses not inhabitable, 
fit only for green-grocers and coblers. It 
was his duty to enforce residence within 
the city.. From the. population and the 
value of houses, a clergyman could not 
get a house for less than 1801. or 1501. per 
annum. How was this to be done with 
their incomes? It was all that most of 
them had. He could not enforce residence. 
It would be ruin to the clergy of London, 
while their incomes remained as at. pre- 
sent. ‘They were, therefore, placed in a 
situation of peculiar hardship. In the 17 
years that he bad the honour of presiding 
over the diocese, be had seen that no men’s 
conduct could be more exemplary than 
that of these clergymen. He could not, 
therefore assent. to the proposition of the 


noble duke, 
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"assure the right rev. prelate, that he never 
entertained the idea of resisting the allow- 


ance of an honourable provision for the 
clergy. On the contrary, he would give 


such a proposition his most cordial support, 


whenever it should be brought forward 
upon the principles, that private . property 
was not to be invaded, but that the fund 
for maintaining it should be created by 
parliament from national taxations. 

The Lord Chancellor said he was not 
‘willing that the bill should be read a 3d 
time now, nor posiponed for 3 months. 
‘He would propose, that it be deferred a 
few days only, till Monday, that he might 
satisfy his mind, if possible, that the ob- 
ject of the bill, and the rights of private 

roperty, were reconcileable in the mode 
taken by the bill. He had traced the his- 
tory of the revenues of the Londen clergy 
‘They were, at first, in the shape of offer- 
ings on saints’ days; and were, on the ave- 
Fage, about 2s. 9d. in the pound, on rate- 
able houses. That was commuted for the 
present fixed income. In following this 
history, he had found that the legislature 
‘had dealt by the clergy of London on prin- 
ciples peculiar to that part of its legisla- 
‘tion. He did not know that it might not 
~turn out that this bill might be adopted on 
principles that should not extend to, nor 
be claimed by clergymen generally, He 
wished for time to examine further into 
‘that. Ifhe could reconcile his wishes for 
“the object of the bill, with his regard to 
the principle of legislation as to private 
“property, he should be glad. One clause 
“in the bill, however, he was surprised at. 
‘How it could gain admission into it, he 
could not conceive. It was that which 
exempts the additional reyenue of the 
London Clergy from all parochial and par- 
Jiamentary taxes. He never knew so ab- 
surb a proposition submitted to parlia- 
‘ment, and was surprised how it could have 
_erept into so important a bill. He wished 
to delay for further consideration, for he 
was really a friend to the principles of the 
bill, as far as it proposed to make a more 
equitable provision for the clergy, and 
‘would therefore prefer that the bill be 
ead a read a 8d time on Monday, to the 
snoble duke’s amendment. 

‘Phe Duke of Norfolk professed his rea- 
‘diness to withdraw his amendment, and 

_ suggested whether it would not-be better to 
“move that-the debate should-be postponed 
until Monday. 
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Dike of Worfolk begged leave to 


but equitable that the incomes of the 
clergy should bear a reasonable propor, 
tion to the increased value of that property’ 
seo which they were originally charge. 
able, 
The Bishop of St. Asaph supported the 
arguments of the Bishop of Londen, and 
contended that the bill was not liable to 
the objection, that it was a violation of 
private property. It was but fair, he asa 
serted, that the clergy should derive g 
reasonable compensation from the proprig- 
tors of property, the value of which had 
been increased a hundred fold, in ‘many 
instances, since the period at which their 
salaries had been established.—After some 
farther observations from the right rey, 
prelate, the motion for postponing the de- 
bate until Monday, was agreed to.—Ad. 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, July 19. 
(Mrnures. |—A message from the lords 
announced their lordships’ assent to the 


Trade, the Leather ‘Trade, the Property 


the Lottery, and the Vote of Credit bills 
without any amendment; and to the 
Woolwich Ordnance and Corn Trade bills 
with some amendments, to which they de- 
sired the concurrence of this house. The 
amendments in the Woolwich Ordnance 
bill were read and agreed to.—The Irish 


tion bill, the Irish Spirits Warehousing 


“Habeas Corpus bill, were each read a $d 
time, and ordered to the Lords, ‘ 

{Corn Trape Biti.J—Mr. Western 
moved, that the amendments made by the 
lords, in the Corn Trade bill, be now 
taken into consideration. ‘The amend- 
ments were accordingly read. 


ing of these amendments, he felt it his 
duty to call the attention of the house to 
them. Several of them were such as. to 
make it doubtful, whether the house ought 
to agree to them; but the last was such as 
he could not by any means pass over, It 
was in schedule D, relative to the regula- 


the duties:-to be paid thereon. The bill as 
sent trom that house, had fixed that the 
price should -be regulated by the joimt 


prices of England-ang Ireland, {The losds 


[tore | 
‘Lord Grantley maintained that it was | 


Cotton Manufacturers, the Isle of Man | 


Commissioners, the Accountant General’s, | 


Revenue bill, the Irish Revenue Regula- | 


bill, the Irish Commissioners bill, and the | 


The Speaker said, that on the first read. : 


tion, of the export and import of corn, and _ 


| | | 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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to that day 3 months,—Ordered ;, by which 


‘nion between the gent. on the opposite 
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bad struck out of the bill the Irish price, 
and made it to be regulated by the price of 


England alone, which was an amendment 
which that house could not, consistently 


with its privileges, agree to. It would 
therefore be necessary, that some member 
should move, that the consideration of 
the lords ameudments should be adjourned 
to some future day. 

Mr. Western moved, that the considera- 
tion of the lords’ amendments be adjourned 


the bill is of course lost. —The same hon. 
gent. then moved, that the several reports 
of the comimittees respecting the Coru 
Trade, be referred to a committee of the 
whole house. The Speaker asked the hon. 
gent. for what purpose? 

Mr. Western said, it was his intention to 
bring forward another bill on the same 
subject. He then. moved that the house 
do to-morrow resolve itself into the said 
committee.” Ordered. 

Mr. Alderman Combe reminded the hon. 
gent. of the lateness of the session, observ- 
ing, that it would most probably be closed 
early in next week. He could not see any 
possibility’ of such business as the hon, 
gent. alluded to, being gone through in so 
short a space of time.—The question. was 
then put and carried. | 

[Finance Resotuttions.]—The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer said, that having 
looked over the resolutions of the hon. 
gent. opposite to him (Mr. Johnstone) rela- 
tive to the public finances (See p. 1038,) 
there were some particular statements of 
his own which he wished to have printed, 
so that they might come into the bon, 
gent’s hands, and into those of the house, 
in the same shape as his own. He pro- 
posed, therefore, that the matter should 
stand over to Saturday, by which day they 
would be printed; and, that the house 
might bave time to consider them, they 
might go into consideration on Monday.— 
Mr. Jolinstone bowed his assent, and the 
business was postponed to Saturday. 

{Inpta BuncGet.]—Lord Castlereagh 
said, that before he moved for the papers, 
he was desirous to have laid before the 
house, he wished shortly to state the mo- 
tives which had induced him to bring for- 
ward the measure he intended to submit 
to their consideration. He believed there 
was in fact very little difference of opi- 


side, and those who brought forward the 
India Budget, Only the gent. vpposite had 
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always taken occasion to travel into other 
years of accounts, than’ those which were 
immediately before them, by which means’ 
they were enabled to make particular state~ 
ments, and to seize on some particular 
items, which’seemed to militate against 
the statéments brought forward in the Bud- 
get of the present year. His object was 
to bring into one account ell the accounts - 
which had been made out since the re- 
newal of ‘the charter, or for the lust ten 
years; by which means it would be easy, 
at one view, to see the whole of the state- 
ments, and to check such errors as they 
might at any time attribute to him. ‘The 
gent, on the other side the house had given 
him an additional desire to have this ac- 
count, from their having broadly insinuat- 
ed, that he and. his predecessors had stated 
Matters in some instances more favourably 
than they really were, and in other in-. 
stances had formed predictions, and given 
pledges of the flourishing state of the com- 
pany’s affairs which had never been rea- 
lised. He was, therefore, desirous tu put 
iuto one clear concise account, estis 
mates and results of the last ten years. 
The accusation they had held out was, that 
both he and the noble lord who preceded 
him, had held out great promises as to the 
revenues of the company, and had formed 
an raised in the minds of others, the most 
flourishing state of the company’s affairs ; 
and had given repeated pledges that the re- 
venues of India would sooner meet the 
public expenditure of the country, than 
this country would be called on to pay any 
part of the expences of India. ‘This, he 
contended, had been already verified. As 
to the assertion made by his noble prede- 
cessor (Lord Melville); it was true the 
gent. opposite had always pertinaciously. 
said, that his predecessor had given .a 
pledge, it would be so, in case of either 
war or peace; but the contrary was the 
fact. Lis noble predecessor had expressly 
made the assertion, on the supposition of 
the continuance of peace; and had gaid, 
that in case of a war intervening, it might 
cause a considerable alteration in the fi- 
nances of the company. To the war, 
therefore, it was fairly to’ be attributed, 
that this prediction of his noble predeces. 
sot had not been fulfilled. Not ouly the 
European war must necessarily have bad 
considerable effect on the company’s fie 
nances, but the Mysore war was attended 
with such considerable expence, and with 
such as could not fail to 
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pede and interrupt events and occurrences 
of the highest importance, which might 

_ Qtherwise have been expected. To this 
cause it was owing that tlie participation 
did not take place, and surely nothing 
could constitute a more ample excuse, than 
a war of so much magnitude and import- 
ance, unexpectedly arising at the very 
time, when the affairs of the company wore 
so pleasing and promising an aspect, as to 
draw from his noble predecessor, a predic- 
tion founded on the fairest and mest pro- 
mising prospects,—-His lordship then ad- 
verted to the charge, that the estimates. 
and revenues were by 10 means commen. 
surate, In this he appealed ‘to the can- 
dour of the house. The estimated revenue 
was upwards of 91 millions, and the ac- 
- tual produce was 94 millions. The esti- 
mated expence had been about74 millions, 
and the actual expence, owing to unfore- 
seen accidents, had been about .83 mil- 
lions.. Taking then the statements that 
had been made, the only difference that 
_ would be found between thesé and the ac- 
tual produce.during an average of 10 
years, would be found only to be a small 
error of 3. millions, which was truly sur- 
prising considering the wars that bad taken 
place in India, upon the expence of which 
no clear calculation could have been 
made before they happened, and also, 
considering that India had not the advan- 
tage of the peace in Europe for above 3 
months. There was, however, a net sur- 
plus of 2 millions, even during this con- 
tinued period of war. But then a debt of 
11 millions had arisen, which was to be 
accounted for. The expences of St, He- 
lena, and other settlements, the interest 
. of 5 millions of debt, and a million. of 
‘money that had been paid to this country, 
swallowed up 4 millions, which accounted 
for the expenditure of the surplus, and two 
miJlions more.—But, 9 millions still re- 
mained, and what was become of this sum? 
Part had gone to defray an old charge in 
the Carnatic ;. part bad been paid in parti- 
Cipations to this country, and part was re- 
tained as a balance in the Indian Trea- 
sury, a practice that was always found 
convenient. - Still, however, there was a 
debt.of 11 millions at this moment exist- 
ing. But. the interests of the company 
were. not particularly injured by this, as 
the debt: at home had diminished 3 mil- 
lions, which reduced the whole debt to 9 
millions, The company bad° goods and 
assets in their commerce to the amount.o! 
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possession of a surplus of 3 millions, He 


did uot wish, he confessed, to see the | 
debt abroad accumulating, as it appeared | 
on the accounts, but peculiar circumstan. | 


ces had rendered this unavoidable. His 


lordship concluded by declaring ‘his hopes 


that the house would be of opinion that no 
imputations of having deceived the house 
could attach to him or his predecessor, 
He then moved “ That the proper Off. 
cer should be directed to lay before the 
house an account of the revenue and 
charges of India for the last 10 years, 
distinguishing each year.” 

Mr. Johnstone said, that notwithstand- 
ing all the statements made by the noble 
lord, he could not but contend, that the 
whole shewed that every thing he had 
advanced on the subject was strictly true, 
After the noble lord, had made his annual 
statement in the form of an Indian budget, 
he now came forward with a new set of 


accounts unknown to any one but him. 


self, with which he most ingeniously pre- 
tended to combat arguments urged against 
the old ones. He thought such a mode 
of proceeding was unparliamentary and 
uncandid. It was also unprecedented, 
except in one instance, and that was of 
his predecessor, who came to the house 
and argued ‘strenuously from a letter of 
the Duke of York, which he had in his 
pocket, and which nobody had seen. but 
himself. Ife maintained, that the florid 
pictures of the state of the company’s 
affairs which had been drawn formerly by 
the predecessor of the noble lord, and 
were now presented to the house by 
the noble lord himself, were fallacious, 
and consequently delusive tor that house, 
and to the public. When these state. 
ments were annually given into parlia. 
ment, the same promises of reduction of 
debt, and increase of revenue above the 
expenditure, were uniformly made by the 
person, whoever he was, whose duty it 
was to open the India budget to the house. 
The noble lord had evidently changed his 
ground, .by bringing forward new state- 
ments for ten years after he had given 
in.the usual annual accounts. He thought 
therefore, that the noble lord should per- 
form the promises which he had already 
made, and make good his former estimates, 
before he laid any new accounts before 
parliament. 
Lord Castlereagh denied, that in what 
he had said he was either unparliamentary 


21 millions, so that they were in fact in 


or uncandid. He would have thought he 
was uncandid, if he had moved for the ace 
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counts without explainingwhy he had done” 


so. The gent. opposite had all along com- 
plained of the inaccuracy of the accounts, 
and he wished to have one where the 
whole might bé seen together, and érrors, 
if any there be, more easily detected. His 
lordship, in explanation, then recapitu- 
lated several of his former statements. 

Mr. Wallace begged ‘leave to say a very 

' few words, relative to one assertion which 
had been made of the noble lord’s prede- 
‘cessor having said, that at a particular 
time the public had a right to a participa- 
tion of the Company’s revenues, under all 
circumstances, whether there was war, ‘or 
whether there was peace. He had taken the 
trouble to investigate this point, and he 
found, on referring to a speech of the no- 
ble lord’s predecessor, which he delivered 
in 1796, in which he then referred to ano- 
ther speech made by him ‘n 1794, these 
words, “¢ it may be asked, if there be such 
improvement in the Company’s revenues, 
why does not the public participate?” He 
answered, because no such promise was 
made but. under certain conditions; and 
in his speech of 1794, he had expressly 
excepted the interference of war. _ He 
had, in short, uniformly contended, that 
the participation in a considerable degree 
depended on the continuance of peace. 
He was surprised, he said, the hon. gent. 
should maintain the contrary; it was im- 
possible the noble lord should have used 
such an argument as, that war or peace 
would make no difference in the affairs of 
the Company, He was a man of too 
much good sense to entertain such an 
idea for a moment, and he hoped that as- 
sertion respecting him would no more be 
resorted to, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
should only trouble the house with a ve 
few words. His noble friend (Lord Mel- 
ville) had stated, that his expectations 
respecting the participation were’not likely 
to be disappointed, unless there should be 
a war on the Continent; but he had said, 
at the same time, that to a certain extent 
they would. It was for the house, there- 
fore, to consider how far circumstances 
had happened, which had a tendency to 
affect materially the Company’s revenues. 
All the declarations and promises of Lord 

. Melville were made expressly exclusive of 
awar in India, It was now 10 years since 
they were made, and there had been a 
‘rebellion fully as expensive as a war; be- 
sides the different expeditions fitted out by 
the Compatiy in aid of the public service, 
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there were the expedition to Manilla, and 
the expedition to Egypt, the last of which | 
cost upwards of two millions, and. for 
both of which the Company have’ an un- 
settled account, and claim against the pub- 
lic. The present object of his noble friend 
was not to bring forward new accounts. 
It arose from the gent. opposite having 
taken occasion to compare the different 
accounts of 10 years, and to urge them in . 
argument, as best suited their purpose. 
His noble friend wished for such an ac- 
count as “would give a recapitulation, in a 
clear point of view, of the different ac- 
counts it referred to, 

Mr. Princep then rose and entered into 


a long detail on the state of India affairs 


for several years past. His remarks were 
directed not only to the policy, but the 
commerce of the Company in its different 
relations. ‘They were so minute and cir- 
cumstantial, however, and so closely con- 
nected with the history of the Company, 
that we cannot pretend to enter into them 
at any length. He particularly stated, 
that the sanguine hopes held out to parlia~ 
ment and to the country, of the Com, 
pany’s being not only able ta time to de- 
4ray their territorial expences, but to con- 
tribute also to the strength and resouyces 
of this country, had been hitherto jllu- 
sory. The language used by the noble 
lord’s predecessor had been as flattering 
as that of the noble lord possibly could 
be. When that noble lord presided at the 
head of India affairs, he had made a sup< 
position, that even with 15. millions of 
debt, the affairs of the Company might be 
conducted with advantage. This the hon, 
gent. said, had merely been stated as a 
supposition, and of what might be. done 
in case of the worst, but not with any idea 
that the debt would ever amount so high. 
What conclusion, then, he asked, must we 
form now, that the debt is accumulated to 
a much greater sum, and is so far beyond 
an amount which that. noble lord had-cal- 
culated on as- the highest possible? If in 
the course of 10 years we had increased 
the debt from 7 to 21-millions, what-ex- 
pectation’could we form of diminution in 
future? The noble lord’s predecessor had 
looked forward to’ a period of 10 years, 
and had given a statement ‘of what he 
thought would then be the case; but if 
they might judge from facts, he had been — 
very’ much mistaken indeed. The noble 
lord now at the head of India affairs, the 
hon. member thought, was proceeding 
in neatly a similar manner; he was holding 
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up hopes to the house which, if any judg- 
ment might be formed from the-past, would 
never be realized. It was not his design, 
however, to attach any particular blame to 
the measure now proposed by the motion 
before the house. The debt of the govt. 
formed a part of the assets, but he would 
have had those, he contended, independently 
ofthat debt. It was not his design to move 

‘for any committee of inquiry; he wished 
only for farther explanation, which was cer- 
tainly not by any means unparliamentary. 
He did not wish either that it should be un- 
derstood as his opinion, that the validity of 
the Company's credit was not good. On 

_the contrary, he looked forward to years of 

If properly conducted, he thought 
ndia presented a glorious prospect. It was 
able, as the noble lord had truly said, 
to support its own wars; and though it 
created a million of debt, annually, it was 
still productive of very great advantages. 
The commercial returns, however, to this 
country he thought were considered as an 

‘object of too great importence. ‘There was 
no policy, he insisted, in increasing those 
returns, in many instances, to a useless de- 
Frees by the system of borrowing in India. 

© proportion the commerce to the actual 
capital, would be every way more advanta- 
geous, as by this means also more attention 
could be paid to the carrying trade, which 
he thought the most profitable. Instead of 
this, however, the carrying trade was dis- 
couraged, or at Jeast was permitted to go 
into the hands of foreigners, as the Ameri- 
cans had chiefly now engrossed it, and by 
this means a portion of British capital that 
might be very usefully employed, was lost 
te the country. 

_ Mr. Grant began by observing, that the 
topics which the hon. gent. (Mr. Princep) 
chad been pleased to bring before the house, 
Arelating chiefly to the sources and effects of 
‘the company’s commerce.) wete certainly of 

- «great importance and difficulty; he was 
unwilling at so late an hour, and with so 
thin at attendance, to g at large into the 
“various points which the hon. gent. had 
touched upon, but something might natu- 
Tally be expected. from him in reply to the 
extraordinary assertions advanced by that 
hon. gent. assertions with which he totally 
flisagreed ; and which he hoped to shew 
‘were totaily. unfounded, In the complex 

_system of the company, comprehending both 
large revenues and extended commerce, it 

_ was indeed hardly possible always to discri- 

_q'nate accurately in their Indian accounts, 


what exclusively belonged to the one, and 
_ what to the other, Both revenue and com- 
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merce having been considered in India, as 
the united concern of one and the same body, 


‘the receipts for each went into the eame 


fund; the issues for each out of the same 


fund, without distinguishing exactly how 


the accounts stood between the two branches, 
And without knowing this, how could it be 
known what part of the loan of any year 
should be charged to commerce, what to 
general purposes? It was, however, yer 
practicable to bring into one view what had 
been for a course of years the receipts and 
the issues On account of commerce, and 
thereby to determine what assistance it had 
on the whole received during that period 
from the revenue. Such an account he had 
made it his business to form ; and he hoped 
it would, with other documents, also pres 
pared by him, and of the accuracy of which 
he was well persuaded, serve tu confute the 
positions advanced by the hon. gent. The 
hon. gent. had maintained, that the revenue 
of the company had been applied to their 
commerce, that the commerce had in the 
last ten ‘years, ending with 1803, occasioned 
loans in India to the amount of 16 millions | 
sterling—that unless the commerce had taken’ | 
this money, it need not have been borrowed; 
that the interest of the Indian debt ‘iis there- 
fore chargeable to thecommerce that mores 
over, the commerce of its’ accounts were 
stated in a mercantile way, would be found 
to have been a !osing one, so that instead of 
a profit of 7 millions in six years, as the 
directors state, if interest, charges of mers 
chandize, and insurance be deducted, there 
will be in those six years a loss of 2 millions 
and a half, whilst by reason of this pre- 
posterous mode of carrying on trade by 
Indian loans, the debt has in ten years ine 
creased from 7 millions to 2 l’millions. Sir, 
(continued Mr. Grant,) I have now in my 
hand an account stated between England 
and India, (so far as relates to the company’s 
concerns,) for 15 years, from 1788-9 to 
1802-3, wherein on the one side, India is 
credited with all the investments sent within 
that period from thence, and from China to 
England, (including the cargoes wh ¢1 ma 
have been lost on the way home,) and wit 
the Indian charges, merchandize, not ins 
serted in the invoices, which the hon. gent. 
supposes to be left out of view ; and on the 
other side, India is debited for the proceeds 
of all the exports, stores, and bullion re 
ceived in India and China, (not for any that 
may have been lost on the way out,) and for 
the amount of bills drawn from both coun: 
tries on England, within the same period, 
the result of which account is this : 


Total amount of cargoes from Jndia 


| 

a | 

4 | 
| | 

| 

| 

1 | 

| | 

| | | 

| | | 

| 

| | 

| | 
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Billf drawn from India and China, 


1061 
and China, including Indian charges 


and merchandize - - - 
Total amount of goods, st: r2s, and 
bullion sent out, 25,279,808. 


46,973,820 
43,353,837 


Balance - £.5,619,985 
Deduct further balance political 


' receipts and disbursements in Eng- 


land, on account of the territory in 

India - - - - - 
Remaining balance against England, 
or the commerce in yearsonly - £.588,084 
_ [have another account, Sir, stated exactly 
in the manner of the former, for ten years 


3,231.899 


’ fpom 1793, the same period the hon, gent. 


has chosen, the result is not quite so favor- 
able for the commerce ; (which in the five 
years preceding 1793, paid to India and 
China more than it received,) but the ba- 
lance against it in these ten years, after all the 
items on both sides are fairly stated, is 
only - - = - 2,228,549). 
And on the other hand there were 
in the last and .present season, 
exports of goods, stores, and bul- 
lion, not brought into these ac- 
counts, to the amount of - «+ 
Which will leave at the present 
moment, a balance in favor of 
England - - - - 3,370,748 
These statements, Sir, entirely overturn 
the assertions of the hon. gent. that the 
commerce has been carried on iY a revenue 
capital, that it has occasioned loans to the 
extent of 16 millions, and is therefore charge- 
able with the interest of those loans. But it 
may be said, that as the revenue accounts 
laid from time to time before parliament, 
shew on the whole a surplus in the last ten 
ears, after defraying civil and milita 


$3599,297 


charges and interest, where then could be 


the occasion for borrowing, unless to carry 
on the commerce? In answer to this, it is to 
be observed, that there are a variety of dis- 
bursements not included under the head of 
charges on the revenues. ‘To enumerate all 
these exactly, would require an analysis of 
ajl the payments made in India for the period 
mentioned, which would be a work of labor 
and research, but from an account recently 
made up with care, though for want of time 
not carried into every minute particular, we 
are able to account within 2 millions and a 
half, for all the receipts on whatever accuunt 
in India, for the last ten years, 
The amount of the receipts, includ~ 

ing surplus of revenue, after 


oF defraying charges, goods, stores, 


and bullion imported from Eng- 
Jand to lidia, bills drawn from 
India on England, and encrease 
of debt since 1795, (.£.11,500,000) 


30,377,491. 
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The disbursements are all advances. - 
for investments and commercial 
charges, (including the Indian 
cargoes to Europe) - - - - 

Supplies to China, Bencoolen, and 
St. Helena - - - + = 

Encreased assets, supplies to Ceylon, 
&c. dead stock, and payment to 
creditors of Nabob of Arcot - - 


18,387,800 
2,705,677 


6,960,000 


28,053,477 


which may be made up from such heads 
as the following; losses by captors of 
ships in India, losses by accidents in the come 
mercial and other departments, supplies to 
Prince of Wales’s island, and the Andamans, 
&c. whereof the particulars have not for 
want of time yet been collected. Andin 
this way, the whole encrease of the debt 
since 1793, (11,500,0001. not 14 millions 
as the hon. gent. states,) is to be accounted 
for, without charging it to.the commerce, 
which at the most can only be accountable’ 
in the last ten years, to the joint heads of 
surplus of revenue, and other receipts from’ 
loans, &c. in the sum above stated of 2 mil= 
lions and a half, but that also had been laid 
in by the balance in favor of commerce in 
the 5 years preceding 1793, and was further, 
more than equalized by the exports from 
England in 1803-4, Phe hon. gent. has 
stated the company’s commerce to be a 
losing one. He has supposed the accumu~ 
lated expences of Indian interest,charges,mer= 
chandize, and insurance to attach upon it,over — 
and above the charges exhibited in the profit 
and loss of account. From what has been 
already said, it is plain the capital of the 
commerce is not borrowed in India, there- 
fore Indian interest cannot attach upon it, 
and the interest paid in England is charged, 
in the home accounts. The charges, mer- 
chandize of the factories and establishments 
in India, (not included in the invoices), are 
also brought to account; and as to insur- 
ance, if it is to be charged on the goods, the 
company, who are their own underwriters, 
must have credit for the amount of premiums, 
which will come to the same thing, as if the 
insurance were not charged at all. Upon 


‘these fair data, the company’s commerce 


will be found to be a gaining one; not the 
China commerce only, but the Indian. By 
an account made up for the last 15 years, 
the profits amounted to 15,759,734l. 
From which dividends having been 
paid to the amount of 10,216,901 
And for various aids to govt. 285,259 

To commanders of ships - 535,190 
16,857,350 


There was realized.in England -e 4,902,384 
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Deduct balance due'to India - - 
‘England, bette?from profit at home 

in 1804, in - - 

" And a similar account made up forthe last 
pea as from.1793, shews the total profits 
to 


4,504,300 


ave been = 11,656,190 1, 
Out of which the same items of de- 
‘@uction for dividends, &c. being 


~made, amounting - 8,024,987 
"Fhere.wasvealized in England - - 3,651,205 


From which, ifthe above balance in — 
favor of India in 1802-3 were de- © _- 
“ducted - - - - - 9,008,549 
Bagland would still be better  — 
~ years, ending 1804, on home trade. 1,402,654 
~ With regard -to the account of Siock by 
Computation, it ddes contain the result of 
the general receipts. and issues of the 
company’s. affairs, and comprehends all their 
receipts from loans and profits, though they 
are not; and cannot be exhibited in detail, 
Git will be found agreeably to what has beea 
above stated,) as the hon. gent. requires, 
from the nature of that account, which is 
am abstract account. Passing over other 
things mentioned by the hon. gent. I shall 
enly say a few words on what he has ad- 
vanced respecting the carrying trade of India.’ 
He complains, that the Parsees, Arabs, and 
Americans, ate engrossing that trade. 
Should we, Sir, desire to exclude the Parsees 
and Arabs. from the trade of their own 
shores ? possessed that trade for. cen- 
turies before'us: and now they prosecute it 
‘to the benefit of our settlements, where only 
they can find protection, and where they and 
their: riches must at length settle. With 
zespect to.the Americans, certainly the man- 
nef in-which they conduct their Indian trade, 
deserves at a proper time serious considera - 
tion. ‘Fhe commercial treaty with them, 
* gave them the privilege of a direct trade 
between America and our Indian posses- 
sions ; not contented with that, they carrry 
en. a circuitous trale between India and 
Europe; this is an abuse which ought to 
be corrected. 
. Dr. Laurence felt it his duty to approve of 
every attempt to investigate the affairs of 
that country, as there must, sooner or later, 
‘be a period when oar would press 
themselves on the in a manner that 
could not be resisted. He thought it omi- 
nous, however, that .no two persons in the 
_ house could be found to agree in their. cal- 
-gulations en estimates laid before the 
_ house, or even in the -figares that were sub- 
mitted to them. The revenue and com-’ 
merce, he thought, were so nearly con- 
nected, that ‘no inferences could be drawn’ 
from them separately. ‘One point in parti-' 
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xe cular he thought pressed strongly on the 


house, and that was, whether they should 
rather leave the trade to others, te bor. 
row to support it, 
mentioned 14 millions of debt as a ve 

high sum, but even that they might be 
able to support, provided they had any 
security that it should not be much more, 
It was rather extraordinary, the learned: 
member thought, that every thing should 
be represented in a very flourishing state, 
and yet that the debt at the same ‘time 
should be so rapidly accumulating. ‘He 


regretted the impossibility of moving for — 


accounts to be made out in a certain way, 
which might render them more precise and 
intelligible. 

Lord Dunlo supported the statement, 
and could have wished that the hon. gent, 
who undertook to arraign it, had paid a 
little more deference to candour and to 
accuracy. . 

Lord Castlereagh stated, that the com- 
merce of India had sustained itself with- 
out any aid from the revenue, and that 
the commerce had derived no advantage 
from the wars in that country.—'The quese 
tion was then carried, with an amendment 
by Sir W. Pulteney, that the accounts re- 
lating to China should be also distinguished 
from those of India, 


Lord, Castlereagh also moved, “ that 


there be laid before the house an account 


of the whole amount of the Conipany’s 


debts and assets at home and abroad, in- 
cluding China, for the last 10 years, from 
April 1793, to 1803 and 1804, distinguish. 
ing such as have been from 1803 to 1804,” 
After several observations from members 


who had engaged in the previous’ part of: 


the debate, the motion for the production 
of-all the papers which the noble lord whe 
opened the business bad explained, was 
carried without a division. —Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Friday, July 20. 


[Mixvrus.J—The Civil List bill, Lote - 


tery bill, Voie of Credit bill, Irish County 
Peace bill, Irish Promissory Note bill, 
Feions Apprehension bill, Isle of Man 
Fishery bill, Property Amendment bill, 
Poultry Compter bill, ‘Tighe’s Divorce bill, 
and 17 private bills, received the royal 
assent by commission. ‘The commissioners 
were, the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of 
Roslyn, and Lord Walsingham.—The Lon. 
don Dock Amendment bill was commits 
ted, and Mr. Plummer was heard against 
some of its provisions, in behalf of the 


Vintners’ Company. ‘The report was re. 


[loss 


A noble lord had 
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ceived, and the billordered-to be read 4 
3d time on Monday next—The Stamp 
‘Duty bill was committed.—The Irish Vote 
of Credit bill, and the Board of Ordnance 
Franking bill, were read a 3d time and 
passed.—The Irish Customs and Excise 
and the Irish Revenue Regolation 
bill, were brought from the Commons, atid 
reed a Ist time.—The Duke of Norfolk 


presented a petition from A. R. Bowes, 


Esq. stating, that he had been confined 
in the King’s Bench 18 years, at the suit 
of the late Lady Strathmore, and her re- 

resentatives;-that, from the length of the 
proceedings ‘before a master in Chancery, 
it might be many more years before the 
causes pending could be finally deter- 
mined; that he believed a balance would 
‘be found due to him; that he proposed to 
give security to pay any balance ‘ that 
‘might appear eventually against him, and 


- that his health had suffered by his confine- 


ment. He therefore prayed, that as a bill 
was before the house for the relief of in- 
solvent debtors, their lordships would 
grant him such relief as they should deem 
proper. The petition was laid on the ta- 
ble. 

([Sramp Duties Brii.]—The Duke of 
Norfolk wished to be informed, if the pro- 


ceedings under the commission for the 


redemption of the land tax, were to be 
subject to the new duties. If they were, it 
was his intention te move an amendment 
to the bill. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that he had made 
inquiry on the subject, and that he was 


informed the proceedings under that com-' 
mission would stand precisely in the same’ 
situation that they did previous to the bill 
before the cotimittee. He would make 
_ farther inquiry, and communicate the re- 


sult of it to the noble duke. The amend- 


Ment which he intended to propose ‘might 


be brought forward in any other stage of 
the bill. 
The Duke of Norfwlk, relying on the 


declaration of the noble lord, would not 


propose any amendment. The bill’ was 
then reported.— Adjourned. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Friday, Fuly 20... 
[Minvures.]—The Speaker attended in 


House of Lords, whe¥e the royal as- 


sent was given, by commission, to the 
Civil List bill; the Lottery bill, the Vote 
of Credit bill, the Property Tax Commis- 
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sioners bill, the Irish Peace’ Preservation 
bill, the Irish Small Bank Note bill, the 
Offenders Arrest bill, the Bark Importa- 
tion bill, the: Poultry Compter bill, and 17 
private bills—The Hon. Mr. Cavendish 
took the oaths and his seat for Aylesbury. 
_—A message from the Lords acquainted 
the house, that their lordships had agreed 
to the amendments of the house ‘in the 
Habeas Corpus ad Testificandum bill; 
also to the 800,000l. Irish Treasury Bills 
bill, to the Defence Amendment bill, and 
to the London Permanent’ Additional 
Force bill, withont any amendments +The 
Lords’ amendments to the Woolwich Ord+ 
nance Lands bill were agreed to, and Mr. 
Alexander ordered to signify the concur- 
rence of the house therein. 
[Corn Trave Brri.J—Mr. Western 
moved the order of the day for the house 
to resolve itself into a committee of the 
whole house, to take into consideration 
the reports of several committees that had 
been appointed to examine into the state 
of the corn trade. And then moved that 
the Speaker do leave the chair, 
Mr. Alderman Combe rose to oppose it, 
because he thought the subject one of tod 
much importance, and too deeply involving 
the public interest, to be brought forward 
at so late a period of the session, when it 
was impossible it could receive the. due 
consideration it required. He had beside. 
to observe, that the measure, with a view 
to which the hon. member yesterday mov- 
ed for the committee, was one which ought 
not to be adopted without the most mature 
consideration. For even already, and 
while the bill which had so recently fallen 
to the ground, was pending in parliament, 
its operatien upon the corn market was 
most alarming. The price of bréad-corm 
particularly had a most unusual and -enor- 
mous rise, from no other public cause, in- 
somuch that thé’ Bakers’ Company: ‘had 
yesterday waited upon the Lord’ Mayor 
and magistrates, and represented that, 
owing to this rise, they could not, without 
a most considerable loss; proceed with 
‘their business unless ‘a’ very material in- 


'| crease was made in the price of ‘bread, as 


regulated for the week.° The price of corn 


') still continued to rise higher this day,’and 


for this fact he would appéal to his‘lon. 
‘colleague near him (Mt. Alderman Cur- 
tis). It was therefore obvious; that the 
consequences of revivihg thé measuré must 
be extreinely oppressive to the public) He 


hoped the hon, member would not persist 


in the measure this session, and should 
oppose the Speaker’s leaving the chair. 

_. Mr. Western said, he was sorry to find 
the hon. alderman object to a measure 
_ that had already been discussed in parlia- 

ment. Should the motion for the Speaker's 

leaving the chair be now agreed’to, it was 
his intention to move in the committee 
certain -resolutions, which should be the 
ground-work of a bill he afterwards meant 
to bring in.for regulating the exportation 
and importation of corn; and which should 


be similar to a bill lately passed in that. 


. house, but which was lost in consequence 
- of the Lords having made in it certain 
amendments that were incompatible with 
the privileges of the Commons. He should 
bring in. just such another bill, with the 
amendments, and then gent. who meant 
to oppose it, should recollect that it had 
passed that house without even a divi- 
‘sion, and that it had passed the House of 
Lords without any, or with very little op- 
position. 

The Speaker here interrupted the hon. 
member, by observing, that he was not at 
liberty to take notice of any thing which 
had passed in the ether house of parliament. 

Mr. Western resumed. He said, he was 
sorry if he transgressed the orders of the 
house ; but his object was to shew that the 
bill, of which be meant to move a si- 
milar one, had been considered by par- 
liament as a necessary measure, inasmuch 


as it had passed: both houses in the 


ner he described. He was sure that, upon 
due consideration, gent. would feel this to 
be a most important measure. It was no- 
thing less thau a measure to prevent thou- 
sands of acres of land throughout the 
country from being deserted by the plough ; 
to prevent farmers from converting their 
lands to otlfer purposes besides those of 
sowing corn, It was a measure to prevent 
‘the recurrence of that scarcity, which had 
-been felt in so dreadful a manner some 
years ago; and, ultimately, to make the 
-price of corn moderate and cheap. These 
things could never be done by importa- 
tion; they must be done by holding out a 
sufficient inducement to the farmer to cul- 
tivate grain. It was as much for the in- 
terest of the consumer, as it was for the 
grower of corn, that such a regulation as 
‘was contained in that bill should take 
_place. He also wished that gent. wculd, 
. for a moment, look at this. measure on the 
priuciple of policy, and see how far it was 
necessary so far as it respected foreign 
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countries. There were some circumstances, 
which had very receutly come to his knows 
ledge, that must render the policy of the 
measure very apparent. He understood 
that the govt. of France had lately issued 
an order for permitting the exportation of 
corn, with a view that the agriculture of 
France might not sustain any injury. He 
hoped, therefore, that parliament would 
take care that it would not be neces 
for us to import any corn into this coun- 
try, which must operate as an encourages 
ment to the agriculture of France, and as 
a discouragement to that of G. Britain, 
This was a very serious consideration, and 
he hoped it would have its due weight 
with the house. He was confidgnt, that if 
some encouragement was not held out to 
make it more worth the farmers while, to 
grow corn than it was at present, we could 
expect nothing else but scarcity. The 
resolutions he now had to submit were so 
moderate, that no one could object to 
them. Here the hon. member moved cer- 
tain resolutions similar to those that had 
been laid before the house before, and 
declaring the necessity of certain regula- 
tions for the importation and exportation 
of corn. 
Sir William Curtis declared that he was 
equally anxious with the hon. gent. to pro- 
mote the object of the bill he meant to 
introduce, as he perfectly agreed with 
him, that every encouragement should be 
held out to the growers of corn, to ins 
crease the quantity of that article in the 
country. But he agreed with his hon, 
friend near him (Alderman Combe), that 
a farther time ought to be allowed for the 
discussion of a measure Of that kind, 
which, at the present moment, was likely 
to do a great deal of mischief in the 
country. He wished the hon. gent. op- 
posite to him to consider what was the 


operation of the bill that was already be- 


fore the house. It had the effect of spread- 
ing a general alarm throughout the metro- 
polis, and raising the price of corn and of 
bread. On the last market day wheat 
rose 5s. a sack; on the present day it rose 
5s. more. All this wus in consequence 
of the bill which had passed that house; 
and if a bill, merely in its progress"through 
parliament, had produced such an effect, 
what might not be expected from it when 
passed into a law? The prices would be- 
come so high, that we should be obli 

to seek for supplies from foreign countries, 
For these reasons he was determined to 
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oppose the measure which the hon. gent. 
meant to bring forward in every stage, and 
which, he trusted, he would consent to put 
off till next session.—The motion for the 
Speaker’s leaving the chair was then agreed 
to, and the house being in a committee, 
agreed to the resolutions and the report was 
ordéred to be brought up to-morrow.—Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, July 21. 
At four o’clock, there being no more 
than 28 members present, the house- of 
course adjourned to Monday. 


MOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, July 23. 

Crerey Incumbents’ Bitt.] 
—On the order of the day being read for 
the further consideration of this bill, 

The Bishop of St. Asaph rose, and 
said—My lords, on ‘Thursday last, upon 
the motion that this bill be now read 
a third time, an amendment was moved 
by a noble duke opposite to me, to 
change the word ‘* now” into ‘* this da 
three months.” And upon this a further 
amendment was moved, to adjourn the de- 
bate till this day; to which the house 
agreed. I wish, therefore, to know dis- 
tinctly, what question we are now upon. 
Does the noble duke persist in his motion 
of amendment? 

The Duke of Norfo/k then renewed his 
motion, that the word ‘* now” be changed 
into * this day 3 months.’” Upon which, 

The Bishop of St. Asaph rose and spoke 
as follows :—My lords, the bill upon which 
we are to debate, whether it shall be read a 
$d time now, or on this day 3 months, is 
intitled an ** Act for the relief of certain 
Incumbents of Livings in the City of Lon- 
don.”” My lords, before I go into this bill, 


I must desire your lordships to remark, that 


these ‘* certain” incumbents, to whose re- 
lief this bill applies, area great majority of 
the beneficed clergy of the city of London, 
A great majority, my lords; i repeat, and 
insist upon this circumstance, because great 
misrepresentatfn is gone abroad. It was 


Tately asserted in a very respectable assembly, 
_ and what was asserted in that assembly has 


found its way into the public prints, that the 
incumbents to be relieved by this bill, are a 


minority only of the London clergy. It has 


been said,,that the parishes, to which what 

is called the Fire Act applies, and to which 

of consequence, this act, which isan amend- 

ment of the Fire Act, applies, are in num- 
Vou. I, 
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ber only 48; while the parishes within the 
city, not affected by the Fire Act, nor by 
this bill,,are 51. My lords, this is a most 
outrageous falsehood. ‘The par.shes which 
tall under the Fire Act, and under this bill, 
are not fewer than 86; though the livings, it 
is true, are nomore than 51. F orafterthe Fire 
of London, it was thought proper to rebuild 
only 51 of the 86 churches destroyed by that 
calamity, and by uniting, to reduce 69 of the 
benetices to 34. And thus the 86 parishes 
made only $1 livings. Still they are 86 
parishes. But the parishes which escaped 
the fire and are not affected by the Fire Act, 
are 19, and no more. ‘The incumbents, 
therefore, for whose relief this bill is intro 
duced, are a very great majority of the Lons 
don your lordships have- 
heard much, I believe, of the opulence of those 
19 livings, in which the rights of the cle-gy 
were not curtailed by the Fire Act. Your 
lordships have heard, that the revenues of 
those 19 livings are immense, enormous, 
far beyond the proportion of the wants of 
any private clergymen, too much for church= 
men to be permitted to enjoy! My lords, 
this is another falsehood. One of those liv 
ings is said to produce 700]. per annum, 
another 8001. J speak of reputed values, 
which are generally beyond the truth. But 
the average of the 19 is no more than 290). 
per annum.—My lords, it may sezm strange, 
that, at this time of day, we should have to 
provide for the better maintenance of the 
London clergy. Especially as you will pers 
ceive, by the very preamble of this bill, that 
their maintenance has in former times been . 
the object of parliamentary provision. Your 
lordships have heard, that their appoint- 
ments are very inadequate. But you are, 
perhaps, net informed how they came to be 
so poor, nor what ciaim the London clergy 
have to a better maintenance. I shall theres 
fore endeavour to state to your.Lordships, 
what their situation originally was, and 
how they were reduced to their present im- 
poverished condition. This will throw 
much light upon the argument I am about 
to hold upon the justice and expediency of 
the bill now before your lordships.— 
The maintenance of the clergy, your 
lordships know, derives from two principal 
sources; tithes and oblations. The streets 
of London, my lords, or of any great town, 
produce no tithes. Certainly no pradial 
tithes, nor any mixt. ‘London can produce 
no species of tithes, but the personal. Of 
personal tithes we hear much indeed in the 
old Canonists, and something we hear of 
them oy the statute book. Yet I am 
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guaded the claim never was generally en- 
forced; and no where less than in the city of 
London.. ‘The oblations therefore have been, 
‘in all times, the principal maintenance of 
the London clergy. Itis true we have acts of 
parliament which purport to be for regulating 
the payment of tithes in London. But that is 
only that the word is very inaccurately used, 
asa general name for the legal dues of the 
clergy, of whatever description; or that 
tithes, if any there were, are meant to be 
included under the general provisions of 
those acts. The certain matter of fact is, 
that the oblations made almost, if not -alto- 
gether, the whole property of the London 
clergy. The oblation, your Lordships 
know, was a small payment due of right to 
the Minister upon Sundays and other great 
festivals of the church; regulat’d in its 
quantum by custom and usage; but every 
where bearing some proportion to the rent 
of the parishioner, who was to pay it. The 
earkest authentic information, that I find 
about the oblations in London, is in an or- 
dinance of Roger Niger, who was bishop of 
London in an early part of the 13th cen- 
tury., Niger requires, that the good citi- 
zens of London.pay to the minister one far- 
thing for every 10s. of rent, diebus Domi- 
Nicis, et solennibus, etfestis duplicibus pre- 
sertim Apostolorum quorum vigiliz jejunan- 
tur; 7. on Sundays, holy-days, and the dou- 
ble festivals, especially of the Apostles, 
whose vigils are fasted.- And these pay- 
ments Bishop Niger orders as due, in his 
time, of ancient usage and immemorial cus- 
tom. In the beginning of the 13th century, 
therefore, the oblations, upon these days, 
and in this proportion to the rents, were due 
by a usage then ancient, and by a custom 
then become immemorial. ‘There was, 


however, some want perhaps of precision in 


the language of Bishop Niger’s ordinance, 
which opened a door to much litigation be- 
tween the clergy of London and their pa- 
rishioners. Bishop Niger states the quan— 
tum of oblation, upon every day of offering, 
at one farthing for an annual rent of 10s, 
one halfpenny for a rent of 20s..and one 
penny-for a rent of 40s. But he goes no 
further in describing the ascending scale ; he 
mentions no higher rent than 40s. nor any 
higher payment than one penny. From 
which the citizens of London had the inge- 
draw this‘curious ‘conclusion : that 
one penny was the utmost that could be 
claimed, let the rent be what it might. One 
penny, they allowed, was demandable every 
voffering day fora rent of 40s.; but they 
eontended, no more was demandable if the 
rent should be 40 times 40s, Arshbishop 
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Arundel put out .2 constitution, in. which he 
interpreted Bishop Niger’s ordinayce more 
favourably for the elergy. He declared the 
true sense of it to be, that an additional fir. 
thing was to be paid for every additional 10s, 
of rent, to whatever the rent might amount, 
TheArchbishop’s censtitution was approved, 
and confirmed by the pope, and the good 
citizens of London submitted, For. your 
lordships will observe, that we are got back 
to times, when an ordinance of the diocesan, 
and a metropolitan constitution, confirmed 


| by the papal bull, was law, and the only law 


upon such questions.—But upon this the 
citizens of London had recourse to another 
expedient to lower tli Claims Of oblations, 
They raised a question upon the number of 
days in the whole year, on which the obla. 
tions were to be paid. It was their point to 
make them as few as possible, and it was the 
interest of the clergy to make them as many, 
Bishop Niger’s ordinance said the oblations 


were to be made diebus Dominicis, et solen- - 


nibus, et festis duplicibus, preesertim A pos~ 
tolorum quorum vigilie jejunantur. About 
the Sundays there never was any difficulty, 
But for other festivals the citizens con- 
tended, that the words prasertim Aposto- 
lorum quorum vigiliz jejunantar were meant 
to circumscribe the apparent latitude of the 
preceding words, solennibu's et’ festis dupli- 
cibus; and to specify what solemn days, and 
what double festivals were to be days of 
offering. And that these were only the 
festivals of those Apostles, whose vigils were 
fasted. ‘Those, in our calendar, were never 
more than they are now; that is, they were 
no more than 8, And those 8 days, added 
to the 52 sundays, made 60 days of offering 
in the whole year, if none of the 8 days fell 
upon a sunday, which would ‘sometimes 
happen, and reduce the. number, Sixty 
days at one farthing for each day upon 
a rent of 10s. was equivalent to a rate of 
2s. 6d. in the pound ; which seems, I cons 
fess, to be considerable for the time. And 
the diminution, by the coincidence of festi- 
vals and sundays, amounted to no more 
than 4d. upon the 20s. rent in 7 years, 
The clergy however naturally wished to 
make more days of offering. And to more 
they certainly were entitled, by Bishop 
Niget’s ordinance: or rather by that ancient 
usage and immemorial custom, upon which 
that ordinance was founded.—Your lord- 
ships have heard it said, that upon this occas 
sion, a sly old pope created 20 new saints, to 
bring grist to the mill of the London clergy. 
My lords, ¥ know that this assertion is to 
be found in authors of considerable name; 
ho might have been expected to write 
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with more caution, or with more veracity, 
upon this subject. ‘Bat was surprized to 
findthe other day, that their authority had 
imposed upon my noble and learned friend 
upon the woolsack. My lords, I should 
be obliged to any noble lord, that ‘would 
give me the names of those twenty worthies, 
that were canonized upon that occasion ;..or 
the name of the Pope who performed the 
operation. My lords, they are no where to 
be found. The names of those illustrious 
saints, or the name of the Pope who sainted 
them he plain matter of “fact is this. 
Besides the festivals of those 8 Apostles, 
whose vigils are fasted ; there are ¢ertain 
days, which have always been observed in 
the church, not in the church of Rome par- 
ticularly, but in every. church in Christen- 
dom, with as much, and some of them even 
with more reverence than the festivals of any 
of the Apostles. Ways not introduced by 
any Pope, but anterior to all popery. Days 
which have no reference to any saint, ancient 
or modern, but to our Lord himself; being 
the anniversaries or days observed as the 
anniversaries, of the most interesting oc: 
currences of our Lord’s own life: Such are 
the fest of our Lord’s nativity, the feast of 
his circumcision, his Epiphany. “Uhese 
days, in the whole year, were 18 in number. 
To these we must add, the feast of tie 
Apostles St. Philip and St. James, and the 
feast of the nativity of St. John the Baptist : 
which were always observed as great feasts, 
although ‘the vigil of the former was not 
‘fasted. These, with the other 18, make 
20 days: just as many, as the pope is said 
to have added new saints to the calendar. 
To which, however, two more are still to 
be added, bemg observed in those times in 
every parish, though not in all parishes on 
the same day. ‘These two are the anniver- 
sary of the dedication of the par.sh church, 
and the feast of the patron saint, to whom 
the church was dedicated. We have, there- 
fore, 22 days in the year to be added to the 
‘8days of the Apostles, and to the 5¢ Sun- 
days, making in all 82 days in the year, for 
which the clergy claimed. And itis re- 
mirkable, that in the reign of Hen, VIII. 
upon an attempt io adjust the differences, 
which then subsisted between the clergy of 
London and their parishioners, the number 
of 82 days of offering in the year was ad- 
mitted by a court of common council. (ee, 
Moore's Case of the London Clergy, p. 18.) 
Tt ig said, that in the interval between thie 
time | am speaking of, and ‘ne reign of 
Hen. VIII. the claims: of the clergy had. 
been carried much higher. About the mid- 
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dle of the: 15th century, an incumbent of 
one of the city livings sued one of his pa~ 
rishioners in the F.cclesiastical court, for res 
covery of oblations withholden. Sentence 
was given in favour of the clergyman. The 
suit made a gréat noise, and the cause was 
carried by appeal to Rome ; where the sen 
tence was confirmed. But the city taking 
the matter up, and disputes running a 
high, King Hen. V1. thought proper to call 
in the pope’s authority. Nicholas V. after 
enquiring into the merits of the case, issued 
his bull, ratifying the ordinance of Bishop 
Niger, as interpreted by Archbishop Arun- 
del and Innocent VH. and confirming the 
_sentence given in the case between the clergy 
mau and his parishioner. In this the number 
of offering days, it is said, was carried up to 
100. (See More’s Case, p. 11—17.) And 
I caw easily believe it. For I can easily be- 
lieve, that the clergy at this time would think 
they had a right to clai n all the days speci= 
fied as solemn festivals—+Festa solemniter 
celebranda—in the provincial constitution of 
Archbishop Islep.. The number of days in 
that constitution is 42, which, added to the 
52 Sundays, make 94 (little short of 100) in 
the year. Nor can I think the claim of 100 
days fastens on the clergy, of those times, 
any imputation of rapacity. For the nume 
ber is much short of what they might have 
claimied under the Jetter of Bishop Niger’s 
ordinance, which seems to give them al) the 
Festa Duplcia. And the Festa Duplicia 
of the Roman calendar ‘are’ very numerous 
indeed. However, my lords, in the time of 
Hen. VIII. the Common Council of Lon- 
don could not reduce the offering days toa 
number less than 82. They admitted the 
claim of the clergy “to 82 days of offering in 
the year, And 82, at the old rate of one 
farthing for each day upon every 10s. of 
rent, is equivalent to.a rate of 3s. 5d. in the 
pound.— The citizens of London having 
mitted the claim of the clergy to this extent 3 
| cannot understand upon what principle'the 
claim was reduced by the 37th of Hen. VILE. 
to 2s. 9d. inthe pound. Thiat statute lias 
reference to a decree to be made by commis- 
Sioners appointed by the King, “ for the ap- 
‘* peasing ef divers variances, contentions, 
aiid strites,. which had arisen between the 
argons, vicars, and curates of the city of 
onion, and the citizens and. inhabitants 
of the same, for arid concerning the pay~ 
ment of ‘tithes, oblations, and other du- 
ties; within the ‘said city liberties.?” 
The pream ‘le of te act ‘sets forta,> that 
well ihe said parsons, vicdrs  cu- 


rates, as the said citizeas: and inhabitants 


| | 
: 
| 
| 
| 
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had compromitted and put themselves to 
stand to such order and decree, touching the 
premises, as the King’s commissioners should 
make. And. the statute enacts, that such 
decree as should be made by ‘the King’s 
commissioners, or any 6 of them, before 
the Ist of March then next ensuing, should 
stand, remain, and be as an act of parlia- 
ment, and bind as well all citizens and in- 


habitants of the said city and liberties, for 
the time being, as the said parsons, vicars, 
curates, and their successors forever.” And 
in pursuance of this act, the commissioners 
issue their decree, ** that the citizens and 
inhabitants of the said city and liberties 
shail yearly pay their tithes’? (so the decree 
says, but tithes, as I have stated to your 
lordships, in London mean oblations) ** to 
the parsons, vicars, and curates of the said 
city, and their successors, for the time be- 
ing, after the rate hereafter following, viz. 
of every 10 shilling rent by the year, of 
all and every house, and houses, ware- 
houses, &e. within the said city and liber- 
ties, 10Zd. and of every 20s. of rent by 
the year, of all and every such house and 
houses, &c. 2s. 9d. and so above the rent 
of 26s. by the year, ascending from 10s. to 
10s. according to the rate aforesaid.’’— 
Thus Qs. 9d. in the pound, according to 
the rents, was fixed as a composition for 
the oblations due to every incumbent of a 
living in the city of London; and this con- 
tinues, to this day, to be the legal claim of 
every city clergyman, except any parti- 
cular place can shew a custom of payment 
at a lower rate, or where another mode of 
payment has been established by later sta- 
tutes.—But in no period of time, I believe, 
have the London clergy actually received to 
the amount of this rate of 2s. 9d. in the 
pound, short as it falls of what the court 
of Common Council, in the 20th Hen. 
VIII, admitted to be their just demand, 
viz. 3s. 5d. in the pound. But even this 
lowered demand, upon what principle low- 
ered I cannot say, this lowered demand 
of 2s, Od. has never been received. By 
concealment of the rents, and various sub- 
terfuges, the payments were so much re- 
duced, that in the reigns of James J. and 
Ch. I. the clergy applied to parliament for 
redress, And in the latter reign, the King 
ordered, that the incumbent of every living 
should send in an account of his actual re- 
ceipt, at that time, fram his living. ‘The 
citizens were also required to send in their 
estimate of the actual receipt of each living, 
accompanied with a statement of what the 
annual value of each would amount to, at 
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the rate of 2s. 9d. [See Moore’s Case, 
p- 35, 36.] These estimates were made; 
and both parties, the clergy and the cis 
tizens appear to have acted with great good 
faith ; for the difference is little or nothing : 
nothing certainly’ in the general result, but 
very little in the detail, between the two 
statements of actual receipt, that of the 
clergy themselves, and that of the citizens; 
though it was the interest of the clergy to 
put it as low as they could, and of the citi. 
zens to put it as high as they could. But 
they agreed in their separate statements, and 
by that agreement are entitled to the highest 
credit. And by comparing either statement 
of actual receipt, with the statement of real 


.value, according tothe 2s. 9d. in the pound, 


it appears [see a document annexed to 
Moore’s case, which is said to be preserved 
among the records of the city, in the town 
clerk’s office], that what the clergy received 
was less than one-third of the full value, 
The troubles coming on, no measures were 
taken for their relief, and they remained in 
statu quo till the fire of London; which 
gave occasion to a change in the manner of 
providing for the clergy of those parishes 
which were destroyed by the fire, which 


—I have stated to your lordships, that after 
the fire of London, 51 livings were formed 
out of the 86 parishes which had suffered 
by that calamity. And by an act of the 
23d Ch. II. commonly called the lire Act, 
a certain annual income is appointed for the 
maintenance of the incumbent of every one 
of these livings, to be raised, or so much 
of it as shall exceed the small stipend paid 
in some parishes by the impropriator to be 
raised by equal assessment upon the inhabi- 
tants. My lords, I do not believe that the 
legislature at that time meant to deal illi- 
berally by the clergy ; or that the citizens of 
that time wished their clergy to he illiberally 
dealt by. It is true, the settled incomes fell 
far short of what the amount of the legal 
demand would have been, just before the 
fire; and I find that they fall short, upon 
the whole, just in the same proportion, in 
which the actwal receipt fell short a few 
years before the fire. I imagine, that the 
intention of the legislature was to secure to 
the clergy, what their actual receipt had 
been just before the fire: and perhaps it 
might have been unreasonable to lay upon 
the citizens, under the recent and heavy 
pressure of that calamity, a greater burden 
than they had been for some years in the 
habit of sustaining. ‘The provision might 


‘evertually has been very detrimental to them, . 


be competent for the clergy of that ume; 
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and what is more, I believe the clergy 0° 
that time were better off with the incomes 
the Fire Act gave them, than they would 
have been, had they been left in possession 
of their claim to 2s. 9d. in the pound, And 
for this reason. Your lordships will find i’ 
roviso at the end of the statute, 37th H. 
Vil. *¢ that if any person take a tenement 
for less than the accustomed rent, by reason 
of great ruin, or decay, brenning, or such 
like occasions or mischiefs, that then such 
persons shall pay tithes only after the rate 
of the rent reserved in the lease, as long as 
the, same lease shall endure.’? And bya 
clause in the act for the rebuilding of Lon- 
don, passed in the 20th Ch. II. tenants in 
fee-tail were impowered to grant the scites 
of their demolished houses, upon building 
or repairing leases, as we should now cal} 
them, for 50 years. The consequence, 
therefore, would have been, that where such 
leases were granted, the clergy, left to their 
demand of @s. Od. in the pound, for 50 
years to come, would have received it only 
upon the ground rents The condition io 
which the Fire Act put them, was, I be- 
lieve, much better for the clergy of that 
time. But the evil was in making the an- 
nual jncome certain; tor certain annual in- 
come is unimproveable income. If the in- 
come was only a Competence then, it is very 
evident it must be downright beggary now. 
And in the same proportion, and at the 
game pace, at which their parishioners have 
been growing rich, the clergy, with this 
unimproveable income, have been growing 
poor. If the clergyman, by his income, 
ws upon a level with the merchant at the 
time of the Restoration, he is new, with 
the same income, bardly upon a level with 
the junior clerk in the merchant’s compting 
house. If he is to be raised to his true level, 
his income must be enlarged. I agree, 
therefore, with noble lords, who think the 
real fault of the present bill is, that the re- 
lief it will afford will be inadequate. Your 
lordships, will recollect, that it was observed 


by a right rev. prelate the other day, that of 


the 51 livings which are the object of the 
Fire Act, 6 only amount to 2001. per ann. 
These 6 will be raised by the present bill to 
3331. Gs. 8d. Another indeed will be ad- 
vanced to the amazing sum of 3661. 13s. 4d.! 
This is the great prize, which turns up from 
a late union of two parishes, which, by the 
old act, produce, by their separate incomes 
put together, 220]. But of the 51 livings, 
the far greater part will still be under 3001. 
per ann. and 19 of them will not exceed 
#00], And what is even 3001. per ann, for 


‘the maintenance of an incumbent of a Lon+ 


Jon-living in the present times >—My lords, 

‘tmay seem that 1 might have spared this 

part of the argument; for, with great satis~ 

faction | mention it, the principle of the 

vill is not opposed. No one of your lord+ 

ships entertains a doubt, that the jprovision 

for the London clergy is shamefully insuffi. 

cient; and no one of your lordships but 

wishes it were very considerably im) roved. 

The objection to the bill, which weighs 

with some of your lordshi;s, is, that it is 

contrary to the established usage of this 
house, a usage founded in the just attention 

of the house to private property, to enter- 

tain a private bill, unless the petitioners for 
it can shew, that they have the consent of 
all those whose interests may be affected by 

what they desire to be done for their own 
advantage. My lords, ‘I acknowledge the 
wisdom and justice of this proceeding in all 
cases of private bills; of bills in which pri- 
vate interests only are concerned; for one 
private interest is not to be advanced at the 
expence of another, But although this bill 
was brought into parliament by petition, 
and so far carries the shape and appearance 
of a private bill, yet I cannot admit that it 
is really of the nature of a private bill. 
My lords, it is not a bill for the promotion 
of private interests: in its object it is a pub- 
lic bill; it is a bill for an object of the 
greatest national importance that can be 
brought before parliament. My lords, a 
bill for the better maintenance of the Lon- 
don clergy, is a bill for the support of the 
estabiished religion in the metropolis. And 
with the condition of religion in the metro- 
polis, its condition in the whole nation is 
nearly and intimately connected. What 
greater national object can your lordships 
have before you? My lords, when I first 
rose, I was anxious to impress your lord- 
ships with a persuasion of the fact, that the 
petitioners for this bill are a very great ma- 
jority of the whole body of the London 
clergy. I am apprehensive, that my ear- 
nestness upon that point may lead to a 
misconception of my present argument. 
That your lordships may imagine, that I 
would put this out of the class of. private 
bills, because it is for the general interest of 
the London clergy. My lords, that is not 
my-meaning. ‘The general interests of the 
London clergy, as a body by themselves, 
are still but private interests. But, my 
lords, my argument goes to identify those 


general interests of the London clergy with 
the general interests of the whole nation. 


It ig upon that ground that I maintain, that . 


| 
| | 


~ will never make), if your lordships were to 


‘London clergy. ‘They ace’ clergy: ef the 
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‘this is no private bill, because: it is not for a 
Private but for a’ public object of the first 
magnitudé. And in the case of such a bill, 
it would be @ sacrifice of substance to forn: 
indeed (which I am confident your lordships 


say; because this bill‘has been introduced by 
= we will not entertain it, unless w: 
have before us every individual, whose pri- 
vate interests may be in any way affected, to 
give’ his consent. My lords, I ‘do -deny, 
that upon a measure of great national im- 
portance, the consent of individuals, whos: 
interests may be incidentally atfected, is to 
besought. Private interests are to give way 
to public advantage, and for this very plain 
season ; that the individual, whose’ interest 
is in any ‘way deteriorated by a'measure of 
public expediency, has his conypensation in 
the share that will come tw him, of the 
public good which the measure-is to -pro- 
duce.—Still, my lords, [| know it:is appre- 
bended, that the passing of this bill will be 
a dangerous precedent, and open a coor to 
many applications, which it would be very 
improper to grant, and yet difficnit to re- 
fuse when once this is granted. Upon what 
ground, itis said, will you refuse, after this, 
a legislative relief to any clergyman, who 
éan shew’ that his provision is madequite ? 
And God knows this is what many deserv- 
img clergymen can too easily demonstrate. 
One is reduced to a miserable pittante by a 
motlus, which lie is compelled to receive in 
satisfaction for the tithes of many pro- 
ductive acres, and the increase of numerous: 
flocks and herds. Another perorms the 
Jaborious duty of a populous purish, for no, 
better remuneration in this world, than a 
scanty stipend paid by the impropriator. 
‘Fherefore, says the noble and learned lord: 
upon the woolsack, the passing of this bill; 
will be a dangerous precedent ; unless you! 
ean distinguish the case of the London clergy! 
from the case of any other clergyman who: 
is insufficiently provided. My loréls, I kay. 
that tlre case of the London clergy és distin-) 
uished. It is distinguished from every, 
her’ by this very circumstance, that they: 
are the London clergy—the clergy of the 
metropolis. My lords, tiris distinction is: 
wot of my invention ; it is obtruded upon: 
‘your lordships’ notice by the authority of 
‘the statute book; jn which not a single sta- 
tute, from the earliest times to the latest, is 
to be found relating to tithes in general, in’ 
which an express exception is not made of 
the ease of the London clergy: and for, 
ho other reason, thah because they are’ 


eer religion of the country ; which is not 


jany rural clergyman.—My lords, I really 
can perceive no analogy at all between 
the Gase of a country clergyman, beggared 
by ‘a modus (which, however, is a very 
deplorable case), and the case of the body 
of the’London clergy, beggared by ‘thé 
Fire Act. “1 apprehend that every modus 
(which the courts, if it were litigated, 
}would confirm) must’ have originated, of 
must be supposed in law to have origi. 
nated, in composition real. And that, 
In every such case, the incumbent, at the 
time. when the composition took place, 
received for himself a valuable considera- 
tion, over and above the small payment 
reserved, to the detriment of his succes. 
sors, ‘There was nothing unlawful in the 
practice, however prejudicial it was to 
the church and to religion, till it was re- 
strained by statute. But here was a va. 
luable consideration to a person entitled, 
and having at the time a right to sell, 
And it would be contrary to all justice, 
to. pretend, at this time of day, to set 
aside: a. lawful contract of so long stand- 
ings. But can it be imagined, that. the 
incumbents of the city livings at the time 
received any -valuable consideration for 
what was subtracted from their legal 
claims by the Fire Act ?—With respect to 
hupropriations, my lords, it has been 
gued, that this bill is inconsistent with its 
own principle; in as much as proposing to 
augment the burden of the assessment 
upon the inhabitants, it proposes to mike 
no augmentation of the burden upon the 
unptopriators. If the assessment upon 
the inhabitants is to be augmented, why 
are not the stipends, paid by the impro. 
priators’ to their vicars and perpetual cu- 
rates, augmented in the same proportion? 
it would be only a just imposition upon 
them, and would in some degree ease the 
inhabitants. Equitable as this may seem, 
my lords, on the first face of the pro. 
posal; I believe, upon a cluser inspection, 
it will appear, that it would neither be 
generally practicable to raise the stipend 
paid by the impropriator; nor, weve it 
practicable, would it be just. Many of 
the impropriations are in the hands of 
ecclesiastical bodies, and make the prin- 
cipal part of their maintenance. And 
these appropriators could but ill afford 


to expend the sources of their own inaili- 


‘metropolis, and their competent maintes 
‘nance is essential to the maintenance of — 


fequally to be said in the solitary case of | 
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tenance upon the support of their infe- 
rior brethren, however they «may wish 
their brethren were better provided. Then 
the far greater part of these appropriations 
are under lease. «And the proportion, in 
which the ‘revenue of the estate is shared 
between the lessor and the lessee, is for 
the most part such, that the lessee has sel- 
dom so little as two-thirds, aud the lessors 
in his reserved rents and the. fines put to- 
gether, seldom so much as one-third. And | 
fur this reason, the burden of the stipend, 
to the vicar or the perpetual curate, is: 
usually thrown by the lease’ upon the 
lessee. He pays it, as reserved annual: 
rent. One of the most valuable appro- 
priations in the city, 1 believe, is the rec." 
tory of St: Bridget, commonly called St. 
Brides, in Fleet-street. This is appro- 
priate in the church of Westminster. It is. 
under lease, In the beginning of the last 
century, there were endless disputes be- 
tween the lessee of the churg of West- 
minster, and the inhabitants of the parish. 
After teasing one another, with vexatious 
law suits till both sides were tired out; 
they united, the dean and chapter their 
lessee and the parishioners, in a petition 
to parliament for a bill to adjust their dif- 
ferences. A bill was accordingly passed, 
assigning a certain annual income of 4001, 
to the appropriator, to be raised by as- 
sessment upon the inhabitants of the pa- 
rish. And this seemed so much below the 
full value, that many burdens, which pro- 
perly belonged to the appropriator, were 
thrown upon the inhabitants. ‘This annual 
income of 400]. is under lease. ‘I'he 
church of Westminster receive only their 
reserved rent, and their very moderate 
septennial . fine: Now, my lords, in this 
case, would your lordships say, the church 
of Westminster should be compelled to in- 
crease the stipend to the vicar of St. 
Brides? The déan and ‘chapter would 
say, “ We cannot afford it. We have not 
the means. Our reserved rent goes, ‘with 


_all our reserved rents, to the sustentation 


of our collegiate church, and of our famous 
grammar school. ‘To the payment of the 
stipends of minor canons, lay clerks, orga- 
nists, saCrists, virgirs, and to the educa- 
‘tion of the choristers. And our reserved 


‘rents aré barely sufficient to this expenii- 


‘ture. The septennial fines are our own 
maintenance ; liable, however, in a cer- 


“tain proportion, and ‘occasionally -liable 


without limit, to the repairs of the fabric. 


‘From-what sources are-we to-draw the 


crease of the vicar’s stipend ?”. If you sayy. 
throw the burden upon your lessee, who 
itis very well known pays the present sti- 
pend: “ the lessee, they will reply, will 
not consent; and-what means have we of 
compulsion ?: We renewed the lease but 
last year, for the accustomed reat, and 
with the old covenants. And the lessee 
will submit to no-increase for 20 years to 
come—he will hold- us to our bargain,” 
Under such circumstances, my- lords, £ 
cannot see either that the -increase of sti- 
pend could be practicable, or that it would 
be just.—Again, in the city, the impro- 
priationy in instances, is in-the pa- 
rish. ‘The’parish has bought the impro- 
priation, And in all these cases, to in= 
crease the stipend would be no ease to the 
parishioners. It would only augment their 
payments in another shape.—Some uoble 
lords may, perhaps, be apprehensive, that, 
if this bill pass, we may soon be desired 
to do the same thing for the incumbents of 
those new parishes, which have been 
created under the act of Q. Anne, for 
building 50 new churches. Those incum- 
bents may be supposed to be in the same 
situation as the incumbents of the city liv- 
ings, which this act concerns, in so far as_ 
their maiutenance depends upon certain 
annual income, raised by assessment on 
their parishioners. My lords, the answer 
is, that the situations are widely different. 
‘The incumbents of those new parishes de- 
pend in part only upon fixed annual in« 
come. It is in part only, that their in- 
comes are certaiu and unimproveable. 
Their maintenance, in great part, depends 
upon shares assigred to each of them, of 
a sum of mone raised-by a duty upoa 
coals. And in aid of what that might 
produce, an additional certain annual in< 


come is assigned them, to be raised by as 


sessment. But the commissioners for care 
rying the acts of Q. Anne, and King 
Geo. I. into execution, were directed to lay 
out the shares of the money raised by the 
coal duty, either in real security, or in 
the public funds. Laid out in real secu- 
rity, it is improveable income: and I be~ 
lieve the fact is, that it was for the most 
part so laid out. This I know to have 
been the case in two instances: in the pa« 
rishes of St. Anne’s, Limehouse, and St. 
Luke’s, Old-street. The incumbent of the 
‘former is possessed in right of hrs living, 
of a very productive estate in Essex ; of 


‘the latter, of ‘a very good estate in Mid- 


dlesex, purchased with the money I men- 
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tioned. The incumbents therefore of these 
new parishes, will have’ no pretence to so- 
licit the interference of parliament, to 
augment the unimproveable part of their 
income. They are, already, upon the 
whole, well provided.—My lords, the 
case which comes the nearest to that of 
the London clergy, so far as the individual 
only is considered, is that of the incum- 
bents of livings, where the tithes have 
been commuted, by act of parliament, for 
a fixed.money rent. I know one remark- 
able instance of this, and doubt not but 
that many more are to be found. The 
tithes of a rectory in Oxfordshire, which 
is in the patronage of the see of Rochester, 
by a bill of inclosure, which passed before 
the middle of the last century, when such 
matters were not so well understood as 
now, were commuted for a certain annual 
payment of 100]. clear of all taxes and 
deductions. It happened, that I presented 
to the living, not long before I was re- 
moved from the bishopric of Rochester. 
And by the account I have had of the liv- 
ing since, I understand that the tithes, 
which were exchanged for 100]. per an- 
num, now produce 10001. or 12001. But, 
my lords, if the rector of Mixbury should 
apply to parliament, if he should say, ** my 
case is as hard as that of the London 
elergy; do for me what has been done for 
them ;” I should think it a proper answer 
to him, if he were told, ‘* your case is in- 
deed very hard. But what has been done 
for the London clergy, was not done on 
the consideration of the hardship upon in- 
dividuals; but in contemplation of the im- 
portance of maintaining the state and dig- 
nity of the established religion, in the me- 
tropolis; which would be ill supported, if 
the great body of its clergy were suffered 
to remain ina depressed state. Your case 
is very hard. But the public is not mate- 
rially affected by the inadequate provision 
of the clergyman of an obscure country 
village ; and a legislative arrangement of 
property of long standing, must not be 
disturbed for the sake of an individual.” 
—In short, my lords, I can see no danger 
in the precedent, which, it is apprehended, 
the passing of this bill will establish. The 
case of the clergy of the metropolis is so 
different from any case that can be ima- 
gined of any private country clergyman, 
or of the clergy of Westminster, or of 
. the suburbs; that what is now done can- 
not easily be drawn into precedent. And 
since the present bill is for a public object; 


I cannot admit that it is tobe dealt with as 


a private bill in this house, merely because 


it was brought into the house of commons 
by petition; and that the petitioners are 
to be called upon to shew, that, requesting 
that to be done for them, which the public 
good requires should be done, insomuch 
that if itis not done, great public mis- 
chief must ensue ; I say, my lords, such 
petitioners, in my judgment, are not to 
be called upon to shew that they have the 
express consent of every individual, whose 
interests may be in some degree aflected by 
measures of such public importance, For 
surely, my lords, public advantage must, 
to acertain extent, overpower private in- 
terests. But, my lords, let me not be 
misunderstood, Far be it from me to say, 
that upon a measure of the greatest pub~ 
lic importance, if an individual has an ap- 
prehension. of injury in his private pro. 
perty, he has not a right to petition your 
lordships. That it. is not your lordships’ 


duty, if he Sets forth his case, to hear him, 
at the bar upon his petition, and to take’ 


measures to prevent the injury to private 
property, if injury is likely to arise. For 
although the interests of individuals may 
be, without injustice, in some degree dete- 
riorated for the sake of a public end, which 
cannot otherwise be attained; yet injury 
is not to be done to private rights, even 
for the sake of public good: unless the 
consideration of the public good involve 
considerations of justice, which may jus. 
tify what might otherwise be unjust. © But, 
my lords, in the case of the present bill, 
has any individual discovered any appre- 
hension of detriment to his property? 
Have we had any petitions against the mea- 
sure? My lords, this thing has not been 
done in a corner. ‘There has been no 
concealment. The introduction of the bill 
into parliament was a matter of the greatest 
public notoriety. The draft of the bill 
was communicated to the court of com- 
mon council. The court referred it to the 
consideration of a committee, and that 
committee to a sub-committee; which, [ 
am told, is the usual way, in which such, 
business is conducted in the city. The 
principal committee report to the court of 
common council, that the sub-committee 
had reported to them, “that having taken 
the said bill into their cansideration, and 
having held several conferences with the 
committee of the clergy thereon (who 
agreed to some alterations upon their sug- 
gestion) they, after duly considering every 


q 


| 


1105] DEBATES, Juty 23, 1804,— London Clergy Incumbents’ Bill. [1106 


circumstance in favour of the said incum- 
bents, as also, of their respective pa- 
rishioners, were of opinion, that the said 
pill as it nowstands, will not be an unrea- 
sovpable charge on the inhabitants of this 
city; and, therefore, may with propriety, 
be acceded to by the corporation.” And 
we (viz. the principal committee) agreeing 
in Opinion with the said sub-comuuittee, 
humbly submit the same,” &c.—But, ‘my 
lords, this is not all. A public meeting of 
the inhabitants of the city of London was 
called, not by any authority, but by those 
who, delighting in public meetings, volun- 
teered their services. One meeting at least 
was held, and came to some wise resolu- 
tions, in reference to this application of 
the clergy to parliament ; which, by order 
of the meeting, were to be communicated 
to the lord mayor, the alderman, deputies, 
and common council of the several wards, 
and the churchwardens of the several pa- 
rishes; to be by them communicated to the 
inhabitants at large; with the very evident, 
though not avowed, design of exciting an 
opposition to this bill. But, my lords, 
what did‘all this advertising and meeting, 
and resolving, and communicating pro- 
duce? Nothing at all, my lords. It cer- 
tainly tended to turn the attention of the 
inhabitants of the whole city to the bill. 
But no petition was produced—not a 
mouth was opened, till in the very last 
stage of the bill, and when the present 
session of parliament was supposed to be 
within a few days, or rather a few hours 
of its close, a paper was presented, pur- 
porting to be a petition of the city of Lon- 
don against this bill. My lords, if a peti- 
tion against any private bill had come, in 
such a stage of the bill, and at such a pe- 
riod of the session, before a committee 
above stairs; I know, what the impres- 
sion would have been upon the mind of a 
noble friend of mine opposite to me, who 
deserves highly of the country for the vigi- 
Jance with which he watches the iniquity 
of private bills; I know, what the impres- 
sion would have been upon my noble 
friend’s mind, and upon my own. The 
mode of opposition would have prepossess- 
ed us strongly in favour of the bill so op- 
posed. -We should have said, ‘ This 
smells too stromg of trick, A petition 


against a bill that has been the whole ses- 

sion pending! In this stage of the bil]! 

And in these expiring moments of the ses- 

sion ! ‘The opponents feel they have nothing 

to say against the bill, and they would kill 
You. 


it by stratagem.” My lords, I am too lit- 
tle acquainted with city-politics, to pre+ 
tend to guess in what way this same peti- 
tion against the bill betore your lordships 
might be procured; after the bill had re- 
ceived its 2d reading, after the report of 
the committee above stairs upon the bill, 
when it was before a committee of the 
whole house, previous to its 3d reading, 
My lords, when first I heard of this fa- 
mous petition, I thought it might be a step 
taken only for the good of the common 
serjeant—that this bill might not be care 
ried through without his deriving some 
emolument. My lords, I mean no dis- 
respect to that learned gent. ; far from it. 
When he appeared at your lordships’ bar, 
he felt, I suppose, that he had little to say 
in support of the petition, and he had the 
good sense to say very little.—My lords, 
under all these circumstances, considering 
the bill as in substance a public bill, con- 
sidering the want of opposition as a tacit 
consent, if consent were wanted, of all 
persons affected by it, considering the im- 
portance of the object ; I cannot agree to 
the amendment moved by the noble duke, 
and I shall certainly say, “* content” upon 
the question, that the word “ now” stand 
part of this motion, 

The Lord Chancellor said, he had em- 
ployed the time which had intervened 
since the last discussion of this question, 
to satisfy his mind on the doubt he had 
then expressed, He was happy to say, he 
did think the clergy of the city of London 
had been treated by the legislature in a 
manner peculiar to themselves; and that 
this bill might perhaps pass without its 
being drawn into a precedent and general 
rule. But he must strongly protest against . 
this general principle, that because it is 
right to provide for a great general good, 
you may do so by taxing the property of 
individuals. He must protest against this 
relief being given to the London clergy, 
on any principle that may make the claim 
equitable from all clergymen who have 
insufficient incomes, to be relieved by a 
tax on their own parishioners. He pro- 
tested against the principle of the bill ex- 
tending to the whole metropolis, to the 
envirous, to any thing but the city of 
London. He besought their lordships to 
beware, lest they should bring forth those 
humerous and extensive claims on the 
part of the clergy, that would provoke a 
jealousy between the clergy and their 
flocks. ‘That many of the clergy had not 
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an adequate or decent maintenance, no 
one would deny. We feel ashamed, his 
lordship observed, when we are compelled 
to speak on this subject; we feel disgraced, 
as Christians, that many of the clergy 
have such scanty, penurious incomes. But 
it is the public, and not individwals, that 
should be taxed, to provide more decently 
for them.—His lordship then went at con- 
siderable length into the history of the 
revenue of the London clergy. He shewed, 
‘that the offerings which constituted their 
revenue were, by custom and common 
law, grown ipto a right. The offerings 
came to be settled by custom, as a rate of 
so much in the pound. The fixed reve- 
nue given in lieu of this improveable in- 
come from the rate, he conceived to have 
been enacted by the law of Ch. II. with- 
out the consent of the clergy, and that 
- was important to the question. But above 
all, what he had found in tracing the 
whole history most important to this bill, 
was, that the legislature had often made 
particular laws for the London clergy. If 
the bill, therefore, could pass on grounds 
particular to the London incumbents, he 
should be glad; and if their lordships 
were of that opinion, he should be relieved 
from his doybts. 
The Earl of Ross/yn developed the his- 
tory of the income of the clergy in a 
most perspicuoas and distinct manner. 
He considered the act of Ch. II. as an 
iniquitous compulsion on the clergy. 
When the dark history of that day was 
looked at, it was not to be wondered at. 
The plain intention of the time was, to 
destroy the Protestant religion. Of the 
five persons then in administration, two 
were papists, two infidels, and the fifth a 
presbyterian, The established church, 
therefore, had little chance among them. 
The present bill partly repaired the wrong 
of that of Ch. II. But how partially would 
be seen by this. He had calculated how much 
in the pound the. income of the London 
clergy would amount to, with the advance 
made by this bill, and it was not 8d. in 
the pound. The old rate was, on the 
- average, about 2s, 9d. He respected the 
moderation with which this bill was pro- 
posed, and received also_by the public. 
He augured well from this of the times, 
No objections had been made by indivi- 
duals on the score of property. But if 
such were to be made, he should scarcely 
be inclined to receive them. He would 
not be forward to hear a man complain of 


i 
that by which his family and his children 


are benefited in the most essential part, - 


The bill he more-especially considered as 
an affair of state. It concerned that 
which was as high, as great as any part of 
it. It was not easy to say, among essen- 
tials, which is greatest; but if any were 
in the state, it was that which regarded 
the existence of religion and morality. A 
late experience had shewn how important 
that was; for when that is gone, all the 
rest is a wreck. For these reasons he gave 
his hearty support to the bill. 

The Bishop of London said, the history 
of this whole matter, and the reason of 
the question, had been so ably handled by 


the right rev. prelate who opened the dis- 


cussion, that he would only now express 
his hope that the noble duke would with- 


draw his former motion for postponing the ° 


bill for 3 mouths. The object of the bill 
was, to repair in a small degree the gross 
wrong done to the I.ondon clergy by the 
act of Ch. II, to give some comiort to most 


deserving men, who had lived on penu. - 


rious incomes, and to support the cause of 
the established religion. He ‘therefore 
hoped the noble duke would withdraw his 
Opposition to it. 

The Duke of Norfolk begged it to be 
understood, that it never had been in his 
contemplation to oppose the allowance of 
an adequate support to the-clergy. On 
the contrary, he wished that the situation 
of the great majority of the clergy through- 
out the whole of the kingdom should be 
ameliorated. He did not wish to see a 


curate with his family in the country, ° 


starving upon a scanty salary and stinted 
allowances; nor did he wish to see an 
incumbent in London deprived of the 
means of procuring the necessaries, and 
participating with his wife and children ia 
those decent and rational amusements for 
which he was qualified by his character 
and education. His great objection to 
the bill was, that he feared it tended to 
trench upon private property, ‘and that 


without especial guards, it would encou- — 


rage innumerable applications of a similar 


kind, the consequences of which no man ~ 


could foresee He must persist in his op- ~ 


position to it; but after what had fallen 


from aright rey, prelateghe would not dis , 


vide the house. 

The Bisbop of S¢, Asaph maintained, 
that as this was a public bill (for so he 
must call a bill which professed to provide 


baa the maintenance of an important part 
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of the national clergy), there was no 
necessity for obtaining the consent of in- 
dividuals. 

The Duke of Clarence coincided in opi- 
‘nion with the noble duke, as to the ne- 
cessity of obtaining the concurrence of 
all those whose interests were likely to be 
affected by the bill. ‘To prevent, as far 
as he could, the principle of the present 
bill from being drawn into precedent, - he 
would express his dissent from it, but 
without meaning to divide the house.—The 
question was then put, “that the bill be 
now read a $d time,” and carried in the 
affirmative.—Adjourned. 


. HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, July 23. 


-{[Minutes.] —A_ message. from the 
Lords acquainted the house, that their 
lordships had agreed to the Volunteer Act 
- Amendment bill, the, Stamp Duty and 
- Loyalty Loan bill, the Nassau Salt Ex- 
portation bill, without any amendment.— 
Mr. Western then moved the order of the 
day for bringing up the report on the Corn 
Trade committee. ‘The report was ac- 
cordingly brought up, the resolutions read 


_ alist and 2d time, and a bill ordered to 


be brought in, pursuant to the same. The 
‘report was also ordered to be printed.— 
Mr. Corry moved, that the account of 
Irish Linen exported since the union, which 
had been presented to the house, be 
printed. Ordered. 
[Finance Reso.utions.]—The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer next moved the 
order of the day, for the resumed de- 
bate on the resolutions respecting the 
amount of the nationah debt. The 
difference between the resolutions which 
he intended. to bring forward, and those 
already proposed by an hon. member (Mr. 
Johnstone}, lay in a small compass, and 
might easily be reconciled. The resolu- 
tions he alluded to would be ready to. 
morrow; and, for the satisfaction of all 
parties, he wished the discussion on the 
Subject to be deferred till that day, as it 
was not scarcely possible that the neces- 
sary papers to be presented, could be 
printed before that time. The right hon. 
gent. then moved his Ist resolution, which 
was agreed to,” and the farther. debate 
upon the subject was postponed till to- 
morrow. 
_ Mr. Vansittart said, that as he did not 
_, €onceive that this subject would be suili- 
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ciently elucidated by the resolutions that 
had been suggested, he would to-morrow 
move some additional ones, in order to 


render the inferences more clear and dis.: 


tinct, For that purpese he found it ne- 
cessary to move for the production of two 
accounts: the one entitled, ‘** an Account 
or estimate of the duties of customs and: 
excise in G. Britain, charged and out- 
standing upon. bond or otherwise, on 5th 
April 1803, to 5th April 1804, distin- 
guishing the several articles, and tempo- 
rary from permanent duties;” the other, 
‘*an Account or estimate of the amount 
of the duty on property, due and out- 
standing, from the same date, so far as 


the same can be made up.”—Agreed to. . 


[Corn Trapve Brry.J—Mr. Western 
brought up a bill for regulating the im- 
portation and exportation of corn, and 
the bounties and duties thereon; which 
he said was, in substance and effect, in all 
its clauses and provisions, precisely ‘si- 
milar to the one lately rejected in that 


house, on account of the amendments | 


made by the House of Lords, except in 
so far as related to those amendments, 
He hoped that the bill would meet with 
the approbation of the house, and moved 
that the bill be read a Ist time. ; 
Lord A. Hamilton said, he had various 
objections to urge against this bill, byt he 
should ‘content himself at present with 
asking the postponement of it to another 
session. ‘There was one particular point 
to which he wished to draw the attention 


‘of the house; he meant that part of the 


bill which went to regulate the importa- 
tion of grain from Ireland into Scotland, 
which would operate to the disadvantage 
of Scotland by the average price being 
computed, not by the prices in the dif- 
ferent districts iu Scotland, but by those 
of the districts in Ireland. 
know from the hon. gent. who moved the 


He wished to. 


bill, how such matters were now to be | 


regulated ? 

Mr. Western said, the avowed intention 
of this bill was to regulate the importa. 
tion and exportation of grain from Ire. 
land to Scotland, by the average prices 
of the 4 maritime districts of Scotland, 
in such a manner as not to impede, in 
the smallest degree, the itnportation of 
oatmeal from Ireland into Scotland. The 
object of the bill was also, in a great 
measure, to open the ports, and encoue 
rage thé corn trade between G. Britain 
and Ireland. The difference of the prices 


| 
| 
| 
| 
» 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 


PARL. DEBATES, Jury 24, 
was at any rate but trifting in Scotland | 
and Ireland, not amounting in general \ 

raore than 1-8th. He hoped, therefore, 
that the noble lord would defer the far- 
ther statement of his ebjections till the 
bill was committed.—The bill was then 
read a Ist, and ordered to be read a 2d 
time to-morrow, and to be printed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, July 24. 


[Ixsotvent Dzxrors —The 
order of the day for their lordships going 
into a committee on this bill, being read, 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the woolsack, 
and delivered his sentiments upon the sub- 
ject. ‘Fhe measure their lordships were about 
to consider was, he observed, one of great 
and peculiar importance; one which, to 
a certain degree, involved an alteration in 
the law of the country. Bills for the 
relief of insolvent debtors were some- 
times productive of good ; but they were 
often productive of monstrous evil: they 
were often rendered a most. efficacious 
instrument of chicanery and swindling. 
With respect to the present. measure, he 
had to remark the late period of its being 
brought forward, aud the cirewmstance that 


one, the highest in the administration of | 


the civil law of the country, never knew 


of the existence of such a bill until it} 


¢ame up to that house. Much bad been 
said of the humanity of such proceedings; 
but that consideration, though it certainly 
would have its due sway with their lord- 
ships, would never induce them to lose 
sight of the paramount dictates of justice. 
Even on that ground, he observed, it 
would be the greatest and most beneficial 
humanity to the debtor, to let him know 
expressly that the provisions of the law 
would be strictly enforced. He had many 
suincions to the bill in its present shape. 
e saw not that equal measure of justice 
dealt to the creditor. There was no power 
given to the creditor to call upon the 
debtor to satisfy him, as far as he could, 
by a surrender of his estate, effects, &c. 
There was not that mutual power given ; 
and by the present bill a debtor might, if 
he choosed, as debtors had done before, 
live in prison better than perhaps the 
creditor could live out. These considera- 
tions should have been attended to. It 
was incumbent on that house, in justice’ 
to those whose interests they represented, 
for their. lordships, in some points of 
view, were representatives as well as the 


Debtors Bill. 


tended to. When such a bill as the pre- 
sent was brought up, without the least 
explanation of any of its provisions, with- 
out an-opening of a single sentence, it 
was necessary their lordships, previous to 
going into 4 committee on the bill, should 


‘had te collect from the preamble to the 
bill, which ran, ‘* Whereas several per- 
sons new are, and for along time have 
been, confined for debt in the several 
gaols in this kingdom, who are willing and 
desirous to make the utmost satisfaction 
in their power to their creditors. And 
whereas, notwithstanding the great preju- 
dice and detriment which occasional acts 
of insolvency may produce to trade and 
credit, it may be convenient, in the pre~ 
isent state uf the prisons and gaols of this 
[kingdom, that some of the prisoners who 
Fare wow confined therein, truly surrender- 
‘ing the whole of their property to their 
creditors, should be liberated,” &e. By 
this extract from the preamble, their lord- 
ships would see that the bill itself ad- 
‘mitted the inconvenience, in point of po- 
licy, of such strong measures as went to 


made under the established and knoww 
laws of the land, and for the purpose that 
some of the prisoners may be liberated. 
Thus the principle of the bill ehiefly re- 
Fsolved into the consideration that the pri- 
}sons were full, By the first enactment of 
ithe bill, as it then stood, debtors in cus- 
tody on the ist of Jan. or any time since, 
were allowed its benefits. It would be a 
waste of time to shew what consequences 
‘such a provision would lead to. In fact, 
.a debtor who was till now non est mven- 
‘tus, would immediately, in contemplation 
of the bill, be found in prison: this 
would, indeed, go to make such a bill an 


verted to the absence of a noble lord, the 
‘head of the first court of common law, 
on this important discussion, which was 
owing to the late period of the bill’s be- 
fing brought up. The communieations of 
‘that learned lord had satisfied his own 


present he would be able to demonstrate 
the injurious consequences which, gene« 
‘rally . speaking, resulted from such meas 
sures., The rejection of the. bill of last 
| year was, more especially with a reference 
ito the enaeting of the. present bill, pro- 
ductive of salutary consequences; as others 
wise creditors would-be placed ip such @ 


jother house, to see that they were at~. 


be apprised of its principle. ‘Fhis they — 


dissolve contracts between man and man, . 


active instrument of mischief. He ads. 


opinions upon the subject, and were he. 
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situation as to become debtors, and pro- 


- hably subject to the operation of the mea- 
sure. 


In some points of view, he thought 
the régulations of the bankrupt laws placed 
the creditor in a better situation than such 
bills as the present, as therein the credi- 
tors, if they chose, might withhold their 
consents. In point of security, offences 
against the bankrupt laws were punishable 
in an exemplary manner.—After dwelling 
a little farther on the comparison between 
the administration of justice under the 
bankrupt laws, and the provisions. of in- 
solvent bills, he more especially adverted 
to those of the present measure; respect- 
ing which, he thought, all that could be 
done in a committee was, to render cer- 
tain parts of the bill less mischievous than 
it would now prove, and to reconcile 


' them, as far as was possible, to the con- 
Upon these | 


siderations of legal justice. 
grounds, he should make no objection to 
an endeavour, by means of a committee, 
to make the bill as ‘useful as it could be; 
at the same time he desired it to be un- 
derstood, as not considering himself as 
pledged upon a 3d reading, even so 
ameuded. He had to protest against the 
bringing up such bills as that in question 
at such a late period of a session; and 


. though he knew their lordships were duly 


alive to the calls of humanity, he knew, 
at the same time, they would attend to the 
considerations of their duty. This bill 
they could not consistently pass without 
great and considerable alterations. 

The Duke of Clarence observed, there 
were certain points which he did not ex- 
pect would have fallen from the noble and 
learned lord on the woolsack; and these 
considerations induced him to, trouble 
their lordsbips with an. account of the 
causes which led iim to come forward in 
support of the present bill. He would 
first premise, that in a great deal of what 
was advanced by the learned lord, he most 
cheerfully concurred; in illustration of 
which, it may be recollected, that during 
an interval of nearly 16 years that he had 


the honour of a seat in. that house, he 


was a silent spectator of many insolvent 
bills originating in that house ; and with 


‘Fespect to what part he did take in such. 


discussions, it was rather in what may be 
called the unpopular side. However,. on 


‘thgse as on every other occasion, he acted 
from motives of conviction alone, and 


according to the best dictates of his judg- 
ment. ‘With respect to the measure un- 
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der consideration, he had ‘been requested 


by a noble friend now absent (Earl Moira}, 
aud at a distance upon an important duty, 
simply to forward the bill; and he was 
assured by him, at the same time, that 
there was no sort of disposition to oppose 
it. As to the measure itself, he would 
not then give an opinion upon it. He 
merely stood forward as the instrument of 
that noble person, for whom he had the 
strongest regard, and he had promised no 
farther. He hoped the bill would be so 


| amended by the committee, as, in a great 


degree, to obviate those injurious conse=— 
quences adverted to. He was aware, in ~ 
some measure, of the ill effects which bills 
of the kind must, to a certain extent, 
have in a country which may be reck- 
oned the first commercial country in the 


world. 


Lord Grantley said, that in such bills it 
was usual to guard against the fraudulent — 
creditor, That, no doubt, would be done 
in this bill; and he thought it should be 
permitted to go into a committeé.—The 
house then, without a division, resolved 
itself into a committee. The clause be- 
ing read, which provides that every per- 
son shall be entitled to the benefit of the 
act, who was in prison on the Ist Jan, 
1804, or has been at any time since. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that 
those latter words would free every debtor 
who owed no more than 15001. who should 
to-morrow throw himself into prison. 
This was inconsistent with the principle of 
the bill, as stated in the preamble, and 
could never be intended even by its 
friends. He therefore moved, that the 
words, ** or has been at any time since,” 
be expunged, and the following words in- 
troduced, ‘* and has ever since continued 
in prison, and is now in prison.” This 
amendment was agreed to.—The clause 
being read, which discharges the future 
property of the debtor, the Lord Chan- 
cellor moved, that it be expunged. He 
thought that granted too much to the 
debtor; more than was granted to the _ 
bankrupt when he does not get his certifi- 
cate.—The clause was then negatived.— 
Various verbal amendments were made on 
the motion of the Lord Chancellor. He 
said, the learned and noble lord that he 
had alluded to, had proposed that debtors 
in execution should alone receive the be- 
nefit of the act. But he, for his part, 
thought many debtors imprisoned on 
mesne process were in a more unfortunate 
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_ @ase than the former. He should there- 4 


fore wave that amendment. 


The Duke of Norfolk said, he: should |. 


move a clause to be added, for the relief 
of persons who certainly-were objects of 
. telief; and he thought the proposition 
would be one to- which, their lordsbips 
would not object. He should move, that 
-debtors who had ‘been imprisoned for. 5 
‘years or more, for a sum not exceeding 
3000}. should be entitled to the benefit of 
the act. His: grace said, that this might 
_ not be extended to any fraudulent debtor, 
he should propose that any one, who pro- 
poses to take the benefit of this part of 
_ the act, shall not be discharged but by the 
-@uthority of the court, or a judge, who 
. Shall have the discretion to discharge him 
not, according to his opinion of the 
_ case, and shall not be compelled to declare 
his reasons. His grace moved a clause 
accordingly. 

_ The Lord Chancellor said, he objected 
to it, because it vested a discretion in the 
judges, whom he never wished to see pos- 
sess any other power than that of declaring 
what the law is. -He objected still more 
Strongly to that part which excuses the 
judge from declaring the reasons of his 
decision. He hoped never to see the 
judges released from that obligation, to 
the habit and expectation of which he 
ascribed much of the purity of the admi- 
nistration of justice. He deemed the prin- 
ciples of the clause, in these instances, 
extremely dangerous. 

-The Duke of Norfolk said, there were 
instances of judges in this country, who 
were not compelled, in certain cases, to 
declare the reason of their decision. Jus- 
tices. of the peace are judges; and in re- 
fusing licences to public houses, they are 

_ released from that obligation. He had 
known where numbers of publicans were 
refused their licences; only because they 
opposed a certain political interest; and 
yet they could obtain no redress, for the 


court of King’s Bench held, ‘that the jus- | 
He said, he had hoped the hon. ent. would _ 


~ tices of the peace were not bound to state 
their reasons. 


~~ 'The Lord Chancellor said, he spoke only: 


‘of the judges of the courts of Jaw. The 
-instance, however, given by the noble 
duke, proved how dangerous the rule was 
in less important cases.—The committee 
"then divided on the noble duke’s motion ; 
. ‘Contents, 1, Non-contents 4.—The clause 
‘was of course .lost.—-The house being 
-afterwars resumed, the report was ordered. 
to be received to-morrow.—Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMOKS, 
Tuesday, July 24. 


{Muvvres.] A message from the lords 
informed the house, that their lordships had 
agreed to the London Incumbents’ bill, and 
the London Dock Regulation bill, without 
any amendments.-—Mr. Corry moved, -that 
there. be laid before the house, copies of the 
letters, instructions, and other documents, 
received by the Boards of Customs and Ex- 
cise in Ireland, from the Commissioners of 
the Treasury there, relative to the better 
collecting of revenue, from the 25th March, 
1799, to the 1st Jan. 1800. Ordered. 
[Corn Trave Bit.] Mr. Western 
moved, the order of the day for the 2d read 
ing of this bill. He thought it right to take 
this opportunity of giving notice that it was 
proposed to fill up the blank for the com- 


mencement of the operation of the act, in . 


the committee, with the 15th of Nov. being 
the next following quarter-day, instead of 


the 15th Aug. which was the day proposed 


for the commencement in the former bill. 
The reason for making this alteration was, 
that accounts had been received from various 
parts of the country, that the appearances of 
the ensuing harvest were not so favourable 
as there had been at first reason to expects 
On this ground it was thought right to re+ 
tard the operation of the present measure to 
a period at which the produce of the ensuing 
harvest would be ascertained and collected, 
so that no premature exportation could take 
place, to expose the country to.want. By 
this aJteration there would also be this ad- 
vantage, that’ parliament would in all pro- 
bability be sitting at the time ; which would 
be a complete security for the repeal of the 
measure, if the country should be then in a 
situation to dread any mischief from its ope« 
ration. He hoped these considerations 
would remove the apprehensions which some 
persons entertained from the biil, and that 
they would induce the gentlemen who had 
already manifested some opposition to it, not 
to impede its progress. 

Mr. Alderman Coombe rose to oppose it. 


not have persisted in pushing forward this 


bill at so late a period of the session. For ~ 


his own part, he could not but consider the 
bill as-tending, and calculated to perpetuate 
the price of corn, so that it should never 
fall below a certain sum per quarter, or 


bushel. It had already been productive of . 


very serious effects tothe public, and par- 
ticularly to the lower classes of the people, 
by raising the price of corn 10s. a bushel, 


during the progress of the last bill through | 


the two houses; and.it would, in. all likeli- 
~ hood, havea still further tendency, if the 

esent bill was persisted in. The present 
alteration, no doubt, made the bill less ex- 
ceptionable than the former ‘one; but still 
he disliked the measure altozether; and, as 
such, he could wish the house to forego it 
till the next session of parliament, when the 
bill would have the advantage of receiving a 
more general and ample discussion. Tie 
therefore moved, that instead of the word 
** now,”’ the words ** this day 6 months’”’ 
be added. 

Sir W. Curtis rose, he said, to second the 
motion of his hon. friend. He had a very 

eat objection to the bill, as he was sensible 
it had already been the cause of raising con- 
siderably the price of corn. It had also in- 
creased the price of flour ; and there had heen 
arise in the assize of bread, for two weeks 
past. He thought the amendments would 
certainly make the bill less exceptionable ; 
but, as the operation of it was not to take 
place with respect to exportation, before the 
15th of Nov. he thought that, as parliament 
might, in all likelihood, meet before that 
‘time, it’ would be better the whole should 
be postponed to the next session, when it 
would have the fullest investigation and 
discussion. 

Sir John Anderson expressed himself of the 
game opinion. Hethought the bill was of 
great magnitude and importance, ‘and, as 
such, that it ought not to ‘in so very 
late a period of the session. In consequence 
of what had already been done upon the 

“subject, the assize of bread had been again, 
for the third time, raised yesterday. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer allowed 
that the period of the session was late, and 
the attendance of members of course thin ; 
but if the bill which was now’before the 
house did not differ from one to which the 
house, in a very full attendance, had given 
its approbation, and which would have 
passed into a law, he did not see the objec- 
tion of its being now brought forward at a 
Jate period of the session, or in a thin atten- 
dance, could with propriety be urged. The 
measure was not a new one; it was one of 
which the hous: had been long in possession, 
grounded on the reports of highly respectable 
committees, and amply discussed in its pro- 
gress through the house. The measure had, 
after all this consideration and inquiry, passed 
that house with ful! approbation, and had 
been sent back only in consequence of a 
trifling alteration, not of any moment in the 
operation of the bill, which, however, from 
the forms of that house, rendered it necessary 


‘all agreed was a sufficient: price: 


[itis 


either to relinquish the measure altogether 
for the present session, or to bring it for 
ward in-its present shape. He trusted, 
therefore, the house would see it in quite 4 
different light from an entire new measure 
brought forward. for the first time, which ~ 
he.agreed would be highly improper at thig 
late period, in a thing of such magnitude, 
To lay aside the measure entirely, would be 
to defeat the intention which the house had 
declared early and in a full attendanee. It 
was therefore desirable that the measure 
should take effect, unless any thing had 
interfered to render it. proper to réconsider 
it. Nothing of this nature had occurred; 
for though it had been stated that the price 
of grain and flour had risen, and that the 
tise was to be imputed to this measure, he 
bel'eved the fact did not go to that extent; 
any rise that had taken place was to be im~ 
puted to other causes than this measure, 
Such rise as had taken place might very 
naturally be the result of the prospect of a 
diminished harvest in the next year, and it 
was yet fair below the price which was uni- 
versally allowed to be necessary for the due 
encouragement of agriculture. The in- 
crease of the price that had taken place was 
not regular nor constant. In the present © 
week the price had fallen, for though the 
assize of bread had been increased, that was ~ 
regulated not by the. price of the current, 
but of the last week. The present price 
was far from being so high as that, whicli - 
There 
was, besides, an additional inducement ‘to - 
pass the bill in the delay of the conimence- 
ment of the new export price till 15th Nov. 
The country would be secure of its own hare 
vest, and the usual facilities-of supply from ~ 
America and the Baltic would still be open. 
It would also be easy at that time to adopt 
in a full parliament any. alteration, if cir- 
cumstances should be-such.as to render any ~ 
necessary. This course was far better than 
that parliament should, by rejecting the pre 
sent bill, run counter to its own. sense,-so 


fully and decidedly pronounced. - 


ord A. Hamilton said, that the amend- 
ment proposed by the worthy alderman re- 
moved much of the objections which -he 
had to the bill. He still, however, thought - 
that the consideration of the measure might, 
without any danger, be deferred till next. 
session ; for to him it did not appear that 
any such necessity now existed as-to call | 
for and justify such urgency. — After 9 _ 
few words in explanation from the Chan-— 
cellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Wes, 
tern, the house divided on the amend- 
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ment, when the numbers were, for it 11- 
Against it 56. Majority for the bill 45: 
which was accordingly read a 2d time, anc 
ordered to be committed to-morrow. 

[Finance the 
motion of the Chancellor of the Exche 


quer, the adjourned debate on the state o: | 


the public debt was resumed, 

. The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose, and 
moved his first resolution, which was read 
by the Speaker as follows: “ That the 
total amount of the public funded debt ot 
G. Britain, was, on the Ist of Feb. 1803, 
507,008,9781. of which 67,255,915]. had 
been purchased by the commissioners for 
the reduction of the national debt; and, 
19,180,587]. had been transferred to them 
on account of the land tax redeemed, 
Jeaving a funded debt unredeemed, of 
483,572.4761.; and that the amount of 
annuities charged on G, Britain, (after de- 
ducting what have fallen in) was on the 
Ist of Feb. in short annuities, and for 
lives, 539,979.; and in long annuities, 
1,015,4101.” 

Mr. Johnstone said, there was a differ- 
ence in his statement from that which had 
formerly been proposed by a right hon. 
friend of his (Mr. Tierney); that right 
hon. gent, usually took his statement from 
the year 1793, the last year of the peace; 
he took his from 1802, the breaking out of 
the new war. His right hon. friend was 


also in the habit of taking a survey of| 


_what might be the probable situation of 
our finances in time of peace. This state- 
ment was productive of much discussion 
and great variety of opinion, and he there- 
fore purposely abstained from it; the more 
80, as it was next to impossible to hit upon 
any thing like an accurate estimate of 
what might be our peace establishment. 
We should be always able to meet it, for 
the means and resources of the country 
were evidently such as abundantly to sup- 

. ply whatever the exigencies of the country 

_ might be in time of peace. Within the 

fast year he thought there was an increase 

of debt of about 40 millions. But that 
indeed included loans of two years. What 
might be taken from that by the progress 
of the sinking fund could not easily be as: 
certained, as the. amount of the diminu- 
tion would depend upon the price of stock 
at the time. ‘There should also be include: 
the loan for Ireland, and the expences oi 
the exchequer bills, though even this 
would create no very material difference 
between his statement and that of the 


right hon. gent. It was important, in his 


nind, that such a view of our financial 
situation should be continually kept before 


the eyes of that house and of the public; 


ind as far as it lay in the power of his 
sumble abilities, it was a task and a duty 
which he should endeavour to perform. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at finding the two 
statements so nearly coincide with one 
another. The points wherein they differ- 
ed were besides very inconsiderable. He 
perfectly agreed with the hon. gent. re- 
specting the means and ability of the coun- 
try to meet whatever might be necessary 
at the conclusion of a peace. Indeed, the 
statement he had made, exhibited resources 
to an extent, which could find no parallel 
in the history of the world; and that too, 
after a period of ten years’ war, the most 
dangerous. and expensive in which the 
country had ever been engaged. For so 
far from our means being decreased, our 
wealth was rapidly progressive. There 
were, however, some omissions in the state 
ment of the hon, gent. to which he must 
beg leave briefly to advert: they principally 
arose from not attending to ihe improve. 
ment of our navigation, and to the propore 
tion which the progress of the sinking fund 
should be observed to bear to the amount 
of the national debt. From that consi- 
deration chiefly arose that stability on 
which our credit rested. That proportion 
last year was as 77 to 1; this year jt was 
much more favourable ; for it appeared to 
be in the proportion of 73 to 1; and that 
even at the beginning of a new war. As 
to the loan for Ireland, it should not be 
included here. ‘This country was not 
chargeable with it, as long as the funds in 
Ireland were not available, and there was 
no room to apprehend the reverse. As to 
the interest of the exchequer bills, it was 
not usual to provide for it in the year in 
which they were issued. But the interest 
for those issued, for example, in 1804, 
would be ‘found in the budget for 1805, 
As to the poor rates, he was ready to 
agree that they were very burdensome, and 
that something should be devised to alle- 
viate the burden, But they should not be 
included in these statements; for govt, 
had no controul whatever over them for 
any political purpose. As well might be 
included in them the county rates, what 
vas charged at turnpikes and ¢anals, and 
ven tythes, and many other charges, which 
had no connection with the nature of the 
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charges enumerated in these financial 
statements. He was glad, however, that 
the difference between him and the hon. 
gent. on main points, was by no means of 
a material nature. 

Mr. Johnstone said, that the public cre- 
ditor would look to this country for the 


. discharge of the debt in Ireland; he, there- 


fore, thought it fair to include it. 

Mr. Corry did not see the propriety, as 
an hon. member had suggested, of includ- 
ing the sum to be raised for Ireland in the 
statement before the house. ‘The state of 
the lrish exchequer was such he assured 
the house as would enable Ireland to pay 
what might be necessary. 

Mr. Francis wished to know if any secu- 
tity had been received for the loan made 
to the Emperor of Germany, or if that 
debt was considered as imposed on G. Bri- 
tain. He hoped the house would not be 
too lavish in voting away money, and, 
that such occurrences as this would ope- 


rate as a useful check on their liberality,’ 


and caution them from proceeding on the 
principle that there would be an increase 
of means in proportion to their demands, 
The experience we had had of our increas- 
ing means, ought not to make us forget the 
propriety and necessity of economy. The 
favourable proportion which the sinking 
fund bore to the amount of the debt, might 


be owing, he contended, to the war, 


which was at the same time the cause of 
our expence, This apparent advantage 
was Owing to the falling of the funds, and 
thus, he said, we derived consolation 
from adversity. In regard to the poor 
rates, he argued also for the propriety of 
including them in the statement of the mo- 
nies to be raised, because being upwards 
of 5 millions a year, they ought to be al- 


ways kept in view by the house, because 


just so much less would the country be able 
to bear as was raised in this way. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
‘application had been made to the Austrian 
govt. for the repayment of the advances 
made by this country; but that they were 
ineffectual. The claim, however, was ac- 
knowledged to be just; but the distressed 
and exhausted state of the Austrian finances 
were pleaded, as an excuse for delaying 
the discharge of the debt, As to the ab- 
servation of the hon. gent. that the fa- 
vourable proportion of the sinking fund to 
the national debt would arise from the de- 
pression of the funds by the war, he could 
not think jt we]] founded; for if it affected 

Yu.” 


[1122 


it at all, it was in so slight a manner as 
scarcely to deserve to be taken into ac-~ 
count. 

Mr. Addington said, he rose to confirm 
what had just been said by the right hon, 
gent. who spoke last, that the claim had 
been repeatedly made and acknowledged 
by the Emperor’s ministers, as one which 
they were bound in honour to pay; but 
such was the distressed state of their fi- 
nances, that any further urgency could 
not be used at present, considering the 
state to which Austria had been reduced, 
in consequence of her exertions during the 
late war.— The right hon. gent. expressed 
himself extremely glad to see the impres- 
sion which had been made on the minds of 
the hon. gent. opposite, by the statements 
which had been laid before the house, re- 
lative to our expenditure, and the resources 
we had to answer it. He was happy to 
think that the plan he had proposed and 
adopted, of raising 10 millions within the 
year by war taxes, had proved so success- 
ful ; and if the house continued to support 
it, he had no doubt but it would be still 
more so. For it was clearly evident, he 
said, that there had been a progressive in- 
crease of permanent taxes during the war, 
The’ war taxes proposed in May 1803, 
were likely to produce 12,500,000]. he 
had calculated only on 8,800,0001. so that 
there was an increase of a million during 
the present year. The military expences 
of last year were far greater than those of 
any year, in the last war; but there were 
many expences in that year which could 
not occur again ;‘for instance, those in- 
curred for the building of barracks, and 
furnishing arms for the volunteers, cannot 
occur again during the present contest. It 
was very apparent, that we have assets 
more than sufficient to provide for the 
whole of the present debt, and outstanding 
assets also, to provide for outstanding 
debts, This might be ascribed, he said, 
to the rapid progress of the sinking fund, 
and the smallness of the loan last year 
which put that fund in a situation of 73 
to 1; in proportion to the whole debt, 
which in a year of peace was as 77 to 
1; so that, unless some unforeseen cala- 
mity should happen, we might hope for 
still further increase. He described the 
state of our commerce with the Spaniards, 
and all other nations, to be greater in ex- 
tent and more flourishing, than at any 
former period; and he was happy to say, 


| that the increase of our manufactures, as 
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well as their improvement, bore an equal 
proportion to that of our trade and com. 
merce.—The right hon. gent, concluded 
with observing, tbat, although there never 
was moment which required more exer- 
tion than the present, yet our resources 
were abundant, and our means would be 
fully sufficient to answer every exigency. 
This was abundantly proved by the papers 
then on the table, : 

. Mr. Francis again explained relative 
to the proportion of the sinking fund; the 
Jower, he said, your funds are, the greater 
quantity you may purchase, and therefore 
jn the same proportion your debt is de- 
creased; but this diminution, it was obvi- 
Ous, myst be owing to the low price of the 
funds, which could not be considered as 
a yepion of the country’s prosperity. 
God forbid, however, that he should say 
any thing to danip the spirits or check the 
ardour of the country at a time like the 
present ; but a liberal system of economy 
must be best adapted ultimately to etfect 
the end desired. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 

had not stated any opinion as to the pro- 
bable produce of the war taxes. He only 
stated his wish that they might be more 
productive, and that the house might take 
every necessary step to render them so. 
He would not deny that the sinking fund 
experienced an increase in consequence of 
the depression of the stocks; but that in- 
crease was so very trifling, that it could 
not be used as an argument to lessen the 
value of the sinking fund, ; 
_ Mr. Johnstone gaid, the way by which 
the value of a sinking fund ought to be 
estimated was, by its operating in such a 
manner, that every year, the public debt 
should become Jess in proportion, as the 
fund encreased. But, instead of that being 
the case, the debt of this country was con- 
tinually growing greater, 

‘Fhe Chancellor of the Exchequer said, the 
hon. gent. was certainly incorrect in his 
statement, as would appear from this fact. 
When the sinking fund was first established, 
it bore a proportion of only 140th part of 
the whole of the public debt. But, at this 
very time, although the debt had been so 


mych increased, the proportion was not | 


quite a 73dpart. In Feb, 1803, it was a 
77th part. It was, therefore, evident that 
the fund operated the contrary way to 
what the hon. gent. stated. 

_ Mr. Vanséttart expressed his approba- 
bation at the very clear statement which 
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had been made of the finances by the right 
hon. the chancellor of the exchequer, 
which were so satisfactory to him, that 
be would not have troubled the house in 
rising at that time, were it not to move 
certain resolutions of which he had given 
notice. The right hon.. gent. then en- 
tered into some finaticial statements, to 
shew that the surplus of the ways and 
means fur’ the last year amounted to 
-$3799,0001]. and that the finances of the 
‘country were better by 2 millious. The 
hon. gent. concluded with moving certain 
resolutions pursuant to the same, which see 
in p. 1129. 

Mr. Johnstone observed, there was @ 
material mistake in the statements pre- 
sented to the house. ‘Twelve millions 
were got rid of, because they related to 
Ireland, and 18 millions, because this sum 
was in scrip, and not funded. ‘Thus 32 
millions were disposed of, and the con- 
gratulations weit round on the Occasion; 
but he feared the public creditor would 
not be so easily pleased with this mode of 
payment. Another objection was, that 
the expenditure was stated for 4 quarters, 
and the receipts for five, the one being 
reckoned to the Ist of Jan. the other to 
the ist of April. Thus an account was 
rendered founded on fiction; the house 
and the public were to be deceived, and 
on these nugatory representations we were 
to felicitate each other on the magnitude 
of the public resources. Numerous causes 
of an increased expenditure might be us- 
signed. The seamen were now only in 
number 105,000, but it was on all hands 
agreed that they ought to be augmented to 
135,000 ; this would greatly enhance the 
expence of the navy. The war had hi-+ 
therto been only defensive, but it was pre- 
sumed another year would carry hostility 
to the possessions of the enemy: this 
again would be an additional charge to 
the nation. All these contingencies ought 
to be provided for by the providence of 
ministers. 

The Resolutions brought forward by 
Mr. Johnstone (see p. 1038) were then put 
and negatived; and the following Reso- 
LuTIons, moved by the Chancellor of 


Vide 

1. That the total amount of the public funded 
debt of G. Britain, ‘was, on the Jst of Feb. 1803, 
567,008,981. of which 67,255,151. had been pur- 


chased by the Cominissioners for the Reduction of 
.the National Debt, and 19,180,5871, “had beer 


pice 


the Exchequer, were read and agreed to ;. 
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transferred to them on account of land tax re~ 
deemed ; leaving a funded debt unredeemed o 
480,572,4761.: and that the amount. of annuities 
charged on G, Brit. (after deducting what have 
fallen in) was on the 1st of Feb. in short annuities, 
and for lives, 539,9791, and in long annuities, 
1,015,1101 

2’ That the total amount of public funded debt, 
created in G. Brit. for account of Ireland, was, on 
the Ist of Feb. 1803, 22,348,0001. of which there 
had been purchased by the commissioners for the 
reduction of thie national debt, 1,125,415]. leaving 
a funded debt unredeemed of 21,224,5851. together 
with long annuities to the amount of 9,7911. 

5. That the total amount of the public funded 
debt, created in G. Brit. for account of the Em- 
peror of Germany, was, on the Ist of Feb. 1803, 
1,502,633. of which 375,1371. had been purchased 
by the commissioners for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt ; leaving a funded debt unredeemed of 
7,127,496]. together witb annuities to the amount 
of 230,0001, which will expire in 1819. 

4. That the amount of the outstanding demands, 
unprovided for on 5th yan. 1803, exclusive of un- 
funded debt, and of the anticipation of certain du- 
ties annually voted, was, 392,6501. That the defi- 
ciency of ways and means for the year 1802, was 
171,4511. making the amount of demands unprovid- 
ed on the 5th Jan. 1803, 764,0611. 

5. That the unfunded debt, exclusive of the an- 
ticipation in the usual form of certain duties an- 
nually voted, and of those provided for by the aids 
of 1802, amounted, on the 5th Jan. 1803, to 
9,935,248]. exclusive also of 3,000,0001. advanced 
by the Bank, without interest, for the renewal of 
their charter, to be repaid in 1806. 

6. That the total amount of the public funded 
debt of G. Brit. was, on the Ist of Feb. 1804, 
585,008,9781. of which 77,698,467]. had been pur- 
chased by the commissioners for the reduction of 
the national debt; and 21,147,8881. had been 
transferred to them on account of land tax, re- 
deemed; leaving a funded debt unredeemed of 
484,162,622]. and that the amount of annuities 
charged on G. Brit. (after deducting what have 
fallen in), was, onthe 1st of Feb. in short annui- 
ties, and for livesy 516,311. and in long annuities 
1,047,4941. and that a further debt, amounting to 
18,200,0001. capital stock, has been created by the 
sums borrowed in the present session of parlia- 
ment. 


%. That the total amount of the public funded’ 


debt, created in G. Brit. for account of Ireland, was, 
on the Ist of Feb. 1804, 25,548,000i. of which 
there had been purchased by the commissioners 
for the reduction of the national debt, 1,595,6711. 
leaving a funded debt of 23,952,3291. together with 
long annuities to the amount of 16,2031. and that a 
further debt, amounting to 8,190,0001. Capital 
stock, has been created by sums borrowed in the 
present session, in G. Brit. on account of Ireland. 

8. That the total amount of public funded debt, 
created in G. Brit. for account of the Emperor of 
Germany, was, on the 1st of Feb. 1804, 7,502,6351. 
of which 459,828]. had been purchased by the 
commissioners for the reduction of the national 
debt ; leaving a funded debt of 7,042,895]. together 
with annuities to the amount of 230,0001. which will 
‘expire in 1819. 

9. That the amount of the outstanding demands, 
unprovided for on ‘the 5th of jan. 1804, exclusive of 
d debt, and of the anticipation of certain 


fons i 
attics auauaily voted, was 2,024,085], that the sur- 
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plus of ways and means for the year 1803, was 
1,570,6641. reducing the amount of demands un- 
provided for on the 5th Jan. 1804, to 653,4211. the 
whole of which has been paid off or provided for in 
the present session. 

10. That the unfunded debt, exclusive of the 
anticipation in the usual form of certain duties an- 
nually voted, and of exchequer bills provided for by 
aids 1803, amounted, on the 5th Jan. 1804, ‘to 
16,305,607i. exclusive also of 3,000,0001. advanced 
by the Bank, without interest, for the renewal of 
their charter, to be repaid in 1806, of which sum 
of 16,305,6071. 2,768,5001. has been paid off or 
provided for in the course of the present session. 

11. That the annual charge on account of tlie 
public debt of G. Brit. after deducting the charges 
of management on loans redeemed by the commis- 
sioners for the reduction of the national debt, and 
the interest on stock transferred for the redemp- 
tion of the land tax, wason the Ist Feb, 1803, 
23,510,9671.; and on the Ist Feb. 1804, 
24,110,475]. ; and that a further charge has been 
incurred on account of the sum borrowed in the 
present session, amounting to 736,190 

12. That, the sum annually applicab'e to the re- 
duction of the national debt of G. Brit. in pursuance 
of the several acts relating thereto, was, for the 
year 1803, 6,311,6261.; being about 1-77th part 
of the unredeemed debt existing in 1803, and may 
for the year 1804 be estimated at 6,851,1921. being 
about 1-73d part of the unredeemed debt existing 
in 1804, 

I5. That the net produce of the permanent 
taxes existing previous to5th Jan.1795, was 

in the year ended - 5 Jan. 1793 £14,284,000 


on 5 Jan. 1794 13,941,000 
, on 5 Jan, 1795 15,853,000 
4 ; on 5 Jan. 1796 15,557,000 
on 5 Jan.i797 14,292,006 
on 5 Jan. 1798 12,352,000 
on 5 Jan. 1799 14,273,050 
on 5 Jan. 1800 155745, 149 
ond Jan. 1801 14,194,539 
on 5 Jan. 1802 14,497,296 
on 5 Jan,1303 = 15,425,080 
and on 5 Jan. 1804 14,800,000 


Which last sum exceeds the net produce of the. 
permanent taxes on the 5th Jan. 1793, by 617,Q00L 
and is exclusive of a large increase of arrears out- 
standing. ' 

14. That the total net produce of the permanent 
taxes, in the year ended 5th Jan. 1803, amounted 
to 23,246,6811. including 715,523]. paid for boun- 
ties on corn and rice imported in the year 1802+ 
and, on the 5th Jan. 1804, the total net produee of 
permanent taxes amounted to $0,754,7241. includ- 
ing 43,9771. for bounties on corn and rice imported 
in the year 1803. 

15. That the official value of all imports into G, 
Brit. in the year ending the 5th Jan. 1805, was 
31,442,5181. and on an average of 6 years, ending 
the 5th Jan. 1803, was 23,419,6261. That the official 
value of all imports into G. Brit. ip the year ending 
5th Jan. 1804, supposing the imports from the Zast 
Indies (of which no account has yet been made up) 
to be the same as in the preeeding year, was 
27,441 ,8741. and on an average of 6 years, ending 
the 5th Jan. 1804, was 29,490,9451. 

16. That the official value of British manuiage 
tures exported from G. Brits in the year ending the 
oth Jan. 1803, was 26,4995,1291.: and on an 
rage of 6 years, ending the 5th of Jap. iss, 
was, 22,942,8001L. the ¢fficial Malus of 
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British manufactures exported from G. Britain 
-in the year ending the 5th of Jan. 1804, was 
22,252,161. ; and on an average of 6 years, ending 
the 5th of Jan. 1804, was 25,834,3401.: and, that 
the real value of British manufactures exported in 
the year ending the: 5th Jan. 1803, may be esti- 
mated at 48,500,6831. ; and in the year ending the 
5th Jan. 1804, at 40,100,8701. 

17. That the official value of foreign merchan- 
dize exported from G. Brit. in the year ending the 

Sth Jan. 1803, was 19,127,8351. ; and on an ave- 
raze of 6 years, ending the 5th Jan. 1804, was 
15,402,9591. That the official value of foreign 
merchandize exported from G. Brit. in the year 
ending the 5th Jan? 1804, was 11,537,148]. and on 

.an average of 6 years, ending ‘the 5th of Jan: 
1804, was 15,323,5001. And, that the real value 
of foreign merchandize exported in the year ending 
the 5th Jan. 1805, may be estimated at 14,418,837. 
and in the year ending the 5th of Jan. 1804, at 
9,325,237. 

18. That, in the year ended 5th Jan. 1803, the 

number of British vessels entered inwards in G. 
Brit. was 10,347; their tonnage 1,578,620; and 
the number of men employed in them 88,035: 
that the number of British vessels cleared outwards, 
was 10,282; their tonnage 1,345,621; and the 
number of men employed in them 87,304: that in 
the year ended 5th Jan. 1803, the number of fo- 
reign vessels entered inwards, in G. Brit. was 
5,497; their tonnage 780,155 ; and the number of 
men employed in them 40,520 ; and that the num- 
ber of foreign vessels cleared outwards, was 5,626 ; 
their tonnage 804,880; and the number of imen 
employed in them 42 ah. 

19. That in the year ending the 5th Jan. 1804, 
the number of British ships entered inwards, in. 
Brit. was 11,596 ; their tonnage 1,614,365; and 
number of men employed to navigate them 95,004 : 
that the‘number of British sbips cleared outwards 
was 11,072; their tonnage 1,444,840; and-the 


number of men employed to navigate them 92,940: 


that, in the same year, the number of foreign shi ps 
inwards, in G.*Brit. was 4252; -their tonnage 
638,054; and the number of men employed in 
them 33,660: that the number of foreign ships 
cleared outwards was 5662 ; their tonnage 574,542; 
and the numberof men employed 30,414: making 
an increase, in the year 1803, as compared with 
the year 1802, of British vessels entered inwards, 
+ viz. 1049 ships, 235,745 tons, 4969 men; and an 
increase of British vessels, cleared outwards, of 
790 ships, 99,219 tons, 5636 men; and making a 
diminution in the year 1803, compared with the 
year 1802, inthe number of foreign vessels en- 
tered inwards, viz. ships 1245, tons 142,121, men 
6860 ; and a diminution of Foreign vessels, cleared 
outwards, of ships 1964, *tons 230,338, men 
12,000. 
* 20, That the number of registered vessels be- 
longing to the British dominions, and employed in 
trade in the year 1802, was 20,568; their tonnage 
2,128,055; and number of seamen navigating the 
same, 154,530: and in the year 1803, the number 
of vessels was 21,445; their tonnage 2,258,249 ; 
and the number of men 155,445 ; being an increase 
of 877 ships, of 110, 194 tons, and of915 men. 
21, That the total sum to be raised in G. 
Brit. in the year 1804, may be.estimated as fol- 
lows: 
{nterest on public funded debt, 


charges of management, and 
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\ 
sinking fund, on the th Feb. 
1804 - - 24,110,475 
Interest; charges of management, 
&c, to be paid between the 5th a 
Feb. 1804, and the 5th Jan. 1805, ; 
on stock created by loans of the 
present session to.the amount of ‘ 
18,200,0001. - - 487,000 


Civil govt. of Scotland, pensions on 
revenue, militia, and deserters 
warrants, bounties for promoting 
fisherics, kc. Kc. estimated to be 
the same as in the your ending ; 
5th Jan. 1804 - - 23,056 

Charges of collecting and manage- 
ment of the revenue, estimated to 
be the same as in the year —_ 


the sth Jan. 1804 - 1,955,568 
Proportion to be defrayed by G. 
Brit. of the civil sist and other 
-harges on the consolidated fund 
of G. Brit. (the charges on the 
consolidated fund of Ireland, which 
is likewise a joint charge, being 
included in the 15- 
of 1,346,0431. 1,187,690 
Supplies voted in 1804, or 3 
G. Brit. exclusively 2,292,579 
Supplies voted in 1804. for 
G. Brit. and Ireland, 
.proportion to be defray- 
ed by G. Brit. 15-17ths ' 
of 40,510,6991 - 355,744,735 
— 38,037,514 
Advance to Ircland - 4,500,000 
Interest for loans to the Em- 
peror of Germany - - 497,528 


Making in the whole the Sum of £ 71,491,431 
22. That the funds applicable to discharge the 
sum required for the service of the year 1804, may 
‘be estimated as follows : 
The gross receipt of the 
permanent revenue(after 
deducting the re-pay- 
of over entries, 
drawbacks, &c.) esti- 
mated to be the same as 
-in the year ending 5th 
Jan. 1804 - - 35,440,278 
Add excess of permanent - 
duties outstanding and 
under bond on 5th Jan. 
1804, beyond their a- 
mount on 5th Jan. 1803, ; 
after deducting 260,0001. 
the proportion of wine 
duty bonded, beyond the 
average importation of 
the last 5 years - 
Allowance to. brewers, 
which ceased‘in June 
1803 - 
Farther produce of taxes, 
’ 1803, to 5th Jan: 1804, 
taken as estimated for 
the whole year at680,0001. 430,000 ~ 


712,000 


95,000 


36,677,279 
Estimated produce to 5th Jan. 1805, of ; 
‘the permanent taxes imposed in the © 
present session ; taken as estimated 
for the whole year at $00,0001, 200,000 
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Small branches of the hereditary reve- 
nue, and imprest monies repaid, es- 
~ timated to be the same as in the year 


ended 5th Jan. 1804 - v= 350,000 
Lottery, after deducting the 

of Ireland - 270,000 
War taxes, estimated to produce to 5th 

April 1805 - - 15,440,000 
Surplus ways and means for the year 

1803 - - - - 1,370,000: 
Loan ~ 14,500,060 
Vote of credit for G Britain - 2,500,000 

Making in the whole the sumof - 171,307,278 


The following AppitionaL Resoxu- 
“ gions, moved by Mr. Vausittart, were also 
read aid agreed to, viz. 


1. That the total amount of the public 
°, funded debt of G, Britain unre- 


deemed-was, on the Ist Feb. 1803 480,579,476 
And on the ist Feb. 1804 - - 484,162,622 
Making an ‘increase, in the year 1803, 

Three per cent. annuities. 
2. That the outstanding demands un- 

provided for, on the Sth om 1803, 

amounted to - 764,061 
And on the 5th Jan. 1804, to - 


2,024,085 


Making an in the year 
1,260,004 

That the smbia of Exchequer bills 
created for the service of the year 
1803, and not paid off or provided ~ 
for within the year 
vote of credit) was 

And that an increase of navy ‘debt was 
incurred, amounting to - - 

Making in the whole an increase of 
unfunded debt, and outstanding de- 
mands, within the year 1803, of 

3. That the surplus of ways and 
means for the year 1803 (after sa- 
tisfying the sum of 579,7061. for 
interest of Exchequer hills and 
other payments, not being part of 
the supplies for the yor) was + 

That the sum of 
was repaid to the lodia’ Company, 
on account of advances made by . 
them for the public service during 
the late war. 

That the amount ef war duties of cus- 
toms and excise, charged and out- 
standing on the 5th April 1804 (sup- 
posing it equal to their amount on 
Sth Jan. 1804) was ~ 

And that the arrears of the duty on 
property outstanding on 5th April 
1804, may be estimated at about 

Making i in the whole about 9,286,0001. 
from which. deducting the sum of 
497,0001. wanting on the 5th April . 
1804, to make good the grant of 
4,500, 0001. there will remain about 

Which, compared with the above- 
mentioned increase of unfunded debt 
and demands, amountiug to 6,691,6791, 
will exceed the same by about = = 


4,500,000 
931,655 


6,691,679 


1,370,664 
1,000,000 


2,416,207 


4,500,000 


8,789,000 


7;000,092 


1804.—Insolvent Debtors Bill. [1130 


‘HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, July 25. 


uTES.]—The bills upon the table 
were forwarded in. their respective stages: 
among these, the Trish Customs and Ex- 
cise, Irish Revenue Regulation, and Irish 
Spirits Warehousing bills, were read a 3d 
time and passed.—The 2d reading of the 
bill for establishing Free Ports in certain 
parts of the Bahamas was, on the motion 
of the Duke of Montrose, postponed to 
this day 3 months. 

[Insotvent Desrors —The 
Lord Chancellor, on the consideration of 
the report of this bill, moved an amend- 
ment to that clause which enacts that the 
provisions of the bill may be pleaded in 
bar of such actions as may be brought for 
debts contracted previous. to the Ist of 


_|Jan. The object of his amendment was 


to allow,the matter of the act to be 
pleaded generally. His lordship observed, 
that as the clause was now worded, an - 
ingenious pleader, well skilled in amplifi= 
cation, might draw up a plea that should 
cover St. George’s Fields. He wished to 
render such repetition unnecessary, and 
therefore moved an amendment for that 
purpose. 

The Earl of in, the 
propriety of his lordship’s observation. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that it 
would be a case of great hardship, if, 
when their lordships were overturning the 
contracts between debtor and creditor, 
and liberating the person of the debtor by 
this bill, they should also deprive the cre- 


‘ditor of any remedy against the future 


estate of the person indebted to him. He 
did not think it right that persons who 
should receive the benefit of that act, if 
it should pass into a law, should be placed 
in a better situation than persons were 
under the bankrupt laws. Their lordships- 
well knew, that if a bankrupt did not pay 
under his first commission full 15s. in the 
pound, the law declared that his future 
estate should be liable until he should 
have paid up to that amount. He would 
therefore move a clause, purporting, that 
the future property of such persons as 
may derive any benefit from this act, 
should be liable, unless the property as- 
signed under it should have paid 15s. in 
the pound on all such debts as they were 
detained for prior to the 1st of Jan.—The 
clause was adopted, and incorporated with 
the bill, 
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‘Lord Grantley suggested, that there 


were many persons detuined for debts (not 
charged in execution) who were not really 
debtors to the extent of 1506]. who, if 


the bill passed in its present shape, would. 


not be entitled to the benefit of it. Those 
were debtors upon mesne process, who 
possibly might have been arrested and im- 
__ prisoned for debts to the amount of many 

thousands, although they really were not 
‘indebted to the amount of as many hun- 
dreds. He wished that an amendment 
should be inserted, to extend the benefit 
of the act to all such creditors as should 
be proved not to be indebted beyond the 
sum of 15001. 

The Lord Chancellor thought the idea 
extremely just, and well worthy of their 
lordships’ consideration. But as it would 
 yequire some time to prepare such amend- 
ment, and adapt it to the different clauses 
of the bill, he recommended that it should 
be deferred until the bill should be read a 
3d time.—The report was then received. — 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, July 25. 
[Minutezs.] —A person from the of- 
fice of the remembrancer of the city of 
London presented certain accounts, show- 
img the progress of the works at the Lon- 
don docks in Blackwall. Ordered to lie 
on the table.—On,the motion of the At- 
torney General, a new writ was ordered 
to be issued for Tiverton, in Devonshire, 
in room of the Hon. R. Ryder, who has 
‘accepted the office of one of his Majesty’s 
aes in Wales.—On the motion of Mr, 
$. Bourne, a new writ was ordered for 
Christchurch, in the room of G. Rose, 
Esq. who has accepted the office of joiut 
paymaster.—Mr. Patteson presented a pe- 
- tition from the mayor and magistrates of 
Norwich, praying that no alteration should 
take place in the corn laws. Ordered to 
lie on the table.—Mr. Huskisson pre- 
_ sented an account or estimate of all duties 
on cystoms charged or due on hond in G. 
Britain. Ordered to lie on the table.— 
A message from the Lords annouaced their 
lordships’ assent to the Irish Revenue Re- 
gulation bill, the Irish Warehousing bill, 
~ and the Irish Customs and Excise Regu- 
lation bill. 

[Conn Trapve Brip.]—On the motion 
of Mr. Western, the house went into @ 
committee on this bill, 
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Lord A. Hamilton suggested several 


amendments relative to Scotland, so as to 
separate it from the provisions as to Eng- 
land and Wales, and to regulate the ave. 
rage price of corn imported, by the prices 
of that article in the four maritime dis- 
tricts of Scotland; which amendments 
were adopted.—The report was brought 
up, the amendments ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill to be read a 3d time 
to-morrow.—Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, Fuly 26. 


Insolvent Debtors 


bill was read a 3d time, passed, and sent 
to the Commons for their concurrence. 


[ons Trape Birt.J—TheCornTrade 


bill was brought up from the Commons, 
and read a Ist time. On the motion that 
it be printed, and read a 2d time tos 
morrow, ; 


Earl Stanhope said, the noble sec. of ; 


state had, on a former night, expressed a 


wish that noble lords would, instead of 


arguing on abstract principles, propose 
some, regular systera on the corn laws, 
He had since drawn up 3 resolutions, con- 
taining a regular system on that subject, 


which he intended to submit to the house — 


before the debate on the bill. — 
Lord Hawkesbury said, as the session 
was so far advanced, he hoped the house 


would have no objection to meet to-mor- 


row an hour sooner than usual. 

Earl Stanhope objected to this, on the 
ground that noble lords were used to ex- 
pect that no business of importance would 
be discussed before 5 o’clock ; and it might 
happen, that noble lords might ceme 
down and find the debate over. He there- 
fore hoped the noble lord would be con- 
tent to eat his dinner an hour later. 

The Lord Chancellor having left the 
woolsack, said it might not be known to 
the noble earl, that early in the session it 


was agreed to commence business at half . 


past 4 o’clock, and therefore his wish was 
anticipated. 

Earl Stanhope said, he was glad to find 
that half past 4 and 4 o’clock were the 
same thing. However, that his proposi- 


tions might be heard by as many of their 
lordships as pleased to attend, he had no 
objection to make his resolutions the se- 
cond dish instead of the first; and there+ 
fore he should bring forward his proposi- 
tions immediately aftes, instead of 


before, 


thi 
$. Ae 


2 


- Adjourned. 


# 
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the debate on the 2d reuding of the bill. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thursday, July 28. 


[Minutes.]—Mr. S. Bourne moved, 
that a new writ be issued for a member to 
serve in parliament, for the borough of 
Barnstaple, in Devonshire, in the room of 
Sir Edward -Pellew, Bart. who has ac- 
cepted the Chiltern Hundreds. Ordered. 
— Mr. Hawthorne moved, that certain 
accounts relative to the duties on excise 
and customs in Ireland, which had been 
moved for on a former day, but were not 
yet presented, be laid before the house 
within the first 7days of the next session 
of parliament. Ordered.—On the mo- 
tion of Mr. Western, the Corn Trade bill 
was read a 3d time and passed, and im- 
mediately sent up to the Lords —A nies- 
sage from the Lords informed the house, 
that the Lords had agreed to the Irish Re- 
venue Fees bill, and the bill for the Relief 
of Insolvent Debtors, with certain amend- 
ments.—-On the motion of Mr, Alderman 
Combe, the Lords’ amendments to the 
Jusolvent Debtors bill were ordered to be 
taken into consideration on Saturday next. 
~-The Chancellor of the Exchequer mov- 
ed, ‘* that an humble address be presented 
to his Majesty, beseeching him, that he 


- would be graciously pleased to order the 


sum of 1,200]. to be advanced to H. 
Alexander, Esq. as a compensation for 
his services during the present session of 
parliament, as chairfian of the’ commit- 
tees of ways and means; and. that the 
House of Commons would make good the 
same.” Ordered.—The right hon, gent. 
next moved similar addresses, praying his 
Majesty to grant the following sums, viz. 
such a sum of money to Jeremiah Dyson, 
Esq. clerk assistant of that house, \as, if 
added to the fees and emoluments already 
arising from. his office, would amount to 
the sum of 20001. being a compensution 
for his services during the present session 
of parliament; the sum of 10001, to J. 
H. Ley, Esq. second clerk assistant of 
that house, for his services. &c, to J. 
Clementson, Esq.4late serjéant at arnis of 
that house, such a sum as, if added to the 
fees and emoluments of the said office, 
would make good the sum of $00].—The 
fight hon. gent. next moved, that 1750 
copies of the journals of that house, with 


en index to the 59th vol, be printed, Or-' 


PART: DEBATES, 26, 1804.—Corn Trade Bil. 


object to. 


{1134 
dered.—fle then moved an address, to 


‘grant the sum of 3101. to George Whit- 
1 tain, Esq. clerk of the journals, for mak- 
ing out an ifdex. to the also, an 
| address, praying his Majesty to order such 


compensation as his Majesty should think 
fit, to the several clerks attending com- 
mittees of the house, during the present 
session of parliament.—The right hon. 
gent. said, he had to move another sum, 
which, when the great utility of its object 
was considered, he hoped no gent. would 
He then moved, “ that an — 
humble address be presented to his Ma 
jesty, praying that his Majesty would be 
graciously ‘pleased to order the sum of 
30001. to be advanced to the institution for 
preventing the spreading of malignant fe~ 
vers, and other contagious distempers in 
the metropolis.” 

Mr. Wilberforce said, that this address 
had his most hearty concurrence. The 
institution to which it was to be advanced, 
was one that would produce the happiest 
and most beneficial effects. In the last 
century, the number of 3000 persons used 
sometimes to die during the course of a 
year, in the metropolis, of contagious dis- 
tempers, and now, in consequence of the 
institution in question, the deaths were so 
few, that the most sanguine hopes were 
entertained that the malady would he 
wholly exterminated.—The several ‘ad- 
dresses were agreed to, and ordéred to be 
presented by sach membets as were of his 


| Majesty’s privy council._— Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, July 27. 


{(Corw Traps Hawkes. 
bury moved the order of the day for the 
2d reading of the Corn Trade Bill, which 
being read, 

Earl Stanhope rose, and said, he had 
yesterday given notice of three resolutions, 
which he intended to move, and which 
contained a settled, regular, deliberate 
system, relative to the produce of corn, 
different from the system contained in this 
bill; and, in his opinion, far preferable to 
it. Ifhe understood rightly the nature and 
object of this bill, it was the intention of 
the framers and supporters of it to encou- 
rage the growth of corn and grain, by in- 
créasing the price.—The system contained 
in his propositions was, on the contrary 


calculated to encourage equally the growth - 
of corn by decreasing the price, He ad~ 
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mitted the proposition laid down. by the 
advocates for this bill, that it was neces- 
sary something should be done towards 


forwarding and improving the agriculture 
of the country, and particularly to en- 


‘courage a larger produce of corn and 


grain, otherwise the farmer would not cul- 
tivate his lands that way, and scarcity, 
and perhaps famine, would be the inevita- 
ble consequence. So far, all parties were 
perfectly agreed. But, said his lordship, 
there are two ways of doing the same thing, 
and the mode proposed by this bill, he 


' thought a bad one, for what was it but in 


effect to lay a heavy burden on the lower 
oyders of the people, already too heavily 
laden, in,order to recompense the farmer, 
by giving him a stimulus to increase the 
growth of corn? and what would be the 
consequence? The increase in the price of 
corn and grain would instantly operate to- 
wards increasing the price of every neces- 
sary of life; consequently the price of 
labour would rise in proportion. The la- 
bourer would say to the farmer, ‘ Master, 
the bread is raised, and every thing else is 
raised, J must, therefore have more wages.’ 
The farmer continues.to raise the price of 
his corn further, the labourer raises again 
in his demand of wages, and so they go on, 
the one against the other, till the very end 


«proposed is entirely frustrated, and the 


poor’s rates become so enormous, that the 
farmer is but little, if at all, benefited by 
the high prices, which he, from time to 
time, puts on his corn, while the people 
are most severely burdened and oppressed ; 
and the farmer, finding that high prices do 
not answer the end he expected aud wish- 
ed, may finally produce no more corn than 
he does at pretent, and in that way scar- 
city and famine may be the consequence. 


- It would be wise, therefore, in that house, 


to consider wel] the consequences before 
they adopted the measures proposed by this 
bill. ‘The system he had to propose in the 
resolutions he should have the honour to 
submit to their lordsbips’ consideration 
went to encourage the produce of corn, by 
decreasing the price, would always ensure 
plenty, and he was certain all the farmers 
in the country would be in favour of the 
plan; the manufacturers would be the 
same, aud the poorer classes, and lower 


orders of the people, would receive the 


pees benefits from it. The resolutions 
e had to propose, contained the system 


he alluded to. They were three in num- 


ber; but he wished to read them as one, 
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merely for the purpose of entering them on 
the journals of the house. 
intention at this late period of the session, 
to take the sense of the house on them; 
but they would thereby be in their lordships 
possession, and they might give them due 
consideration till a fair opportunity should 
offer of bringing them forward in the course 
of the next session. He was happy to 
think he had received the support of a 


It was not his 4 


right rev. prelate (the Bishop of St. - 


Asaph), to one of his resolutions, which 
was in favour of public granaries. His 
lordship then ‘read his first resolution, 
which was as follows : 

Resolved 1st, “ That it is the opinion cf 
this house, that public granaries should be 
established, to receive, in years of plenty, 
corn and grain grown in this country, in 
order to keep down the price thereof in 
years of scarcity, and effectually to secure 
to this nation in all seasons a sufficient sup- 
ply, and likewise in order to provide fo 


-the farmers at all times a certain market 


for their corn and grain, and to diminish 
fluctuation in the price of the necessaries of 
life.’ —Here his lordship went over several 
of the arguments he had used on a former 


evening on this head, and said, he was cer- 


tain, from what he had seen in* Switzer- 
land, that such pubtic receptacles for corn 
could not fail to produce the most benefi- 


cial consequences, as they would enable 


the govt. to pay the farmers, at all times a 
fair price for their corn; the farmers would 
always be sure of a market; and, in case 
of a scarcity, the country would hav- 
nothing to fear. His second resolution 
was, 

Resolved 2dly, “ That it is the opinion 
of this house, that all impediments, creat- 
ed by any law or laws, to the free ware- 
housing of corn and grain, ought to be re- 
moved, abolished, and repealed.”—From 
what had fallen from the noble sec. of 


‘state on a former occasion, respecting the 


warehousing of corn, he thought he should — 


have his support; and he was therefore 
happy to think he had two such supporters 
to. two of his resolutions, out of the three. 
Such warehousing would be of corn and 
grain, the growth of this country, and not 


foreign corn, We shall thereby be enabled 


to produce a sufficiency, without applying 
to foreign countries, arid thereby encourag- 
ing the agriculture of those countries, and 


enabling them to export their corn and 


grain into this kingdom, by which means 
they would in time do an irreparable mis« 


| | 


. chief to, if not ruin, our navy; for they at 


present engrossed nearly the whole of the 
carryin de 
imported in British bottoms, and there was 
scarcely a Dantzic ship, of more than 200 
or 250 tons; but now they had them from 
400 to 1400 tons, and the whole trade was 
in their possession.—His lordship then 
came to the purport of his 3d resolution, 
He said, the two first were such as he be- 
lieved would be very serviceable to the in- 


- terests of the country, but they would be 


vain and nugatory, without the 3d, which 
‘was the most efficient of all towards com- 
pleting the system which he had to pro- 


pose in opposition to that contained in this 


bill. He then requested their lordships to 

recollect that the government of this coun- 
try had, from time to time, for many years, 

entered into a succession of wars, in which 

they had been but too much encouraged by 

the legislature; these wars had brought on 
au enormous national debt, and that na- 

tional debt an enormous:load of taxes, 
which had long oppressed the great mass 
‘of the people. 

‘and these tuxes are to be attributed the 
‘enormous rise in the price of all the neces- 
‘saries of life, and particularly in the price 
of bread. It was therefore necessary that 

every proper encouragement should be 
given to the produce of corn, but’ not as 

this bill would do it, by increasing the 
price. His next resolution embraced a 

system which would fully effect this desira- 

ble purpose, and at the same time decrease 

the priceof corn. He would have the far- 

mers exempted from all direct taxes, for 

he thought they were not fit subjects for 

taxation, and if this was carried into 

effect, it would do more towards encou- 

_Taging the growth of corn, and decreasing 
the price of it, than all the bills that had 

ever been framed and passed on the sub- 

ject. The supporters of the present bill 
had shewn that they considered what he 

said of it on a former occasion as founded 
_in fact, for they had made it to commence 
its operation, instead of the 15th August, 

(which was the day fixed by the last bill) 
“on the [5th November ; and why ? Because 
they were afraid of a scarcity. In Novem. 

ber, the parliament will be sitting, and 

then they can répeal it. Such is the per- 

“manent system they bad produced for the 
encouragement of the growth of corn ; 

whereas his would be a permanent system, 

“for he would have the farmers exempted 
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To these wars, this debt, 
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from direct taxes fur ever. He then read 


his 3d resolution as follows : 

“ Resolved 3dly, “ That in order to en= 
courage the growth of corn and grain in G. 
Britain and Ireland, and at the same time 
to decrease the price thereof, for the be- 
nefit of the people at large, and for the 
increase of our manufactures and com- 
merce, it is the opinion of this house, that 
the farmers should be for ever discharged 
from the payment of all direct taxes, pa- 
rish and county rates, cesses, dues, tythes, 
and parliamentary impositions whatsoever ; 
save only and except those rates of the na- 
ture of a penalty which may be raised upon 
any hundred as such,”—If he could put 


/this resolution to the people at large, he 


was sure, he said, that, instead of being in 
a minority, he should be able to poll a 
hundred to one in its favour. He should 
poll all the farmers ; he should poll all the 
manufacturers ; he should poll all the la- 
bouring people; in short, all classes of 
people would be in favour of it, because 
it must forcibly strike every one, that it 
was the chief part of a system that could 
not fail to encourage the growth of corn, 
and to decrease thé price of bread, in oppo- 
sition to the bill, the system of which was 
to raise the price of corn, and consequently 
of bread, and every other necessary of life ; 
and, finally, to starve the people. He 
had lately read, with great pleasure, a 
pamphlet, which was admirably written, 
on the subject of ‘arming the people,” He 
was himself fully sensible of the propriety 
and necessity of arming the people; but he 
was surprised that govt. should first-put 
arms into their hands, and then encourage 
and support a bill that would famish them. 
After he should have moved his resolu- 
tions, he would annex to that motion that 
they should be debated on that day 
se’nnight. His wish was, that they should 
be brought under the fair consideration of 
parliament, and he thought the. mode he 
proposed the best means of effecting that. 
He did not wish to put their lordships to the 
necessity of immediately approving them, 
or of incurring unpopularity by rejecting 
them. It would, however, answer his 
purpose better if they rejected them, for 
the consequence would be, that very soon 
after half a million of hand-bills would be 
issued. He had always been successful in 


mechanics, and unsuccessful in politics. In 
mechanics, when he had a nail to drive 
into : piece of oak, he did not keep pat- 
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- same way in politics. His resolutions were 
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ting it with a small hammer or @ mallet, 


-but he took a large sledge, and drove it at’ 


ove blow, and then be teok his hammer’ 
and clenched it. He would act in the very 


his sledge hammer, and: he was confident 
they would drive the nail to the head: No 
member of the legislature would be found 
to oppose the principle of them, which 
was to make bread cheap, for the con- 
sequence would be that he would become 
unpopular, and at thenext election, were 


he Charles Fox himself, out he must go. | 


After'a number of similar observations, his 
lordship concluded his speech by moving 
** that the bill be rejected.” RoE es 

The Duke of Montrose. said, he could 
not refrain from making some observations 
‘on what fell from the noble earl who just 
sat down. - That noble earl did on the 
present day, as well as on various other 
occasions, think proper to censure the 
conduct of his Majesty’s govt. and attri- 
bute to the govt. and the parliament all 
the difficulties that existed in the country. 
‘He would represent the war as unpopular, 


‘and the parliament: as the cause of that: 
war. So faras that assembly, to whom he 


was addressing himself, were concerned in 
the present war, it was necessary for a 
‘momeut to consider what interest they 
could have had in promoting it. It was 
hardly necessary for him to say that there 
‘was no.class ef his Majesty’s subjects, who 
_gained. Jess, and suffered more by @ war, 
than the members of that assembly; and 
therefore jt was impossible to suppose théy 


could -have given their sanetion to war 


from any.other, motive than a strong sense 
of national honour, and a conviction that 


_the war was necessary for the preservation [ 


of our national existenee. The noble earl 


had been on all oceagions in the habit of | 


inflaming the minds of the people, not only 
against the govt. but also against the par. 
liament: However his attacks aguiust the 


govt. might be tolerated, he hoped the 


‘parliament, and particularly that house, | 
‘would not suffer iteelf to be vilified and 


abused. It was not easy te conceive what 
4 mischievous effect such speeches as those’ 
of the noble ear] might have upon the pub- 


lic mind, if they were suffered to go abroad 


unanswered, To say that the present was 
a bill to starve the poor, was not only mis- 
chievous in the highest degree, but uan- 
founded in fact. So far from its being a 


_ bill to starve the’ people, its immediate ob- 
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ject was to: prevent. famine and starvation 
‘in the ‘country. And some of the argu- 
‘ments used by the noble.earl. when speak- 


| ing against the bill, might be advanced in. 


jfavour of it. He had contended that al 

, taxes ought to be taken off the farmer ; and. 
of course the taxes must fal on the con- 
sumers of provisions. Would not the pre- 
rsent bill have exactly such an effect as 
.this > Would it not raise the value of corm 
: for the benefit of the farmers, and compel 
; the consumers to pay au advanced price? 

Lord: Hawkesbury said, the noble earl 
who opened this debate, had used many 
-violeat and inflammatory, observations, 
, which should not be suffered to go forth 
Fameng the public, without that animad- 
‘version which they deserved. Like many 
, other speeches which he had been. permit- 
} ted to utter in that house, it had a direct 
: tendency to alienate the minds of the peo- 


govt. It was neither more aor less than 
telling the people, telling those brave men 
-who had armed in the defence of their 
“country, that the govt. was about.to op- 
press them, by raising the price ef the ne- 
.cessaries of life. Me knew of nothing that 
could tend more to encourage disaffection 
‘in the country, and serve the common 
enemy, than such observations, They 
were the very same which that noble earl 
had been making for many years in that 
+ house ; and which, fortunately for himself 
_and the people at large, bad failed of pro- 
ducing the desired effect. But he was 
| happy to find that the minds of the people 
at large were now completely changed witl: 
tespect to those extravagant and pernicious 
principles, which some of them might have 
once entertained; and it was a.proof at 
oace of the security of the govt. and of the’ 
attachment of the people towards it, that 
an individual like the noble ear] was still 
| suffered to propagate those doctrines, 
which had done such mischief in other 
countries. One of the propositions made’ 
use of by him was, that every direet tax 
‘should be taken off the farmer: and that, 
he imagined, would have the effect of low- 
Lering the prices of provisions. Never did 
@ more erroneous idea enter into the ima- 
Pnafign,of any man. Every: body who 
‘heard him might regollect. the attempts 
which had been made by the revolutionary 
govt. of France to lower the prices of pro- 
visions. When that ferocious and sangui- 
“Monster, Robespierrey bad been 


c et the country from his Majesty’s 
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throwing thousands and tens of thousands, 
of people into dungec ons, and driving the’ 
miserable victims of his tyrany to the 
uillotine, he attempted to pass a law for 
te e benefit of the people, and by that means] 
o lower the price of provisions. He pre-. 
tended that his object was to relieve the 
ublic from oppression. But how was 
to be effected? By establishiiig a 
maximum, by fixing a certain price ow Fall 
the necessaries of Tife, beyond which they 
were not to be sold. “The consequences 
were the most ‘dreadful and ruinods that 
could, possibly be imagined. So far from 
lowering the price of provisions, the law 
immediately produced scarcity and famine. 
Such was the effect of, speculative reforms, | 
like those which the noble earl would in- | 
troduce '—Another plan which the noble: 
earl wished to have adopted, was that of 
establishing public granar ies in the .coun- 
try, for the purpose of laying up corn in 
years of plenty, which might be made use. 
of in years of scarcity. However such a 
plan as this might be beneficial in certain 
states, it could never be practically bene-, 
ficial in a’ country like G. Britain. “Ju the 
first place, ‘there was no redundancy of 
‘corb even in the most plentilul season in, 
this country; which could be reserved for 
Such a pur pose. ‘There was no more corn } 
grown in G, Britain in any one year than, 
was sufficient for the consumption of the 
inhabitants, and we were coutinually im- 
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under the controul of govt. If any one, 
thing could be more ‘unconstitutional or 
‘mischievous than another, ‘it was that of 
allowing the govt. of a country to have the 
‘power of suppl. ing the subjects with pro- 
visions. Sach a power should never be 
‘suflered to exist this country ; and he 
would resist it as far as lay in his power,— 


| Anatber plan of the noble lord’s, by which 


the said-the price of the quartern loaf could. 
‘be lowered to .6d. was still more imprac. 
'ticable. ‘The price of bread must 
ways keep pace with the price of all - 
the other necessaries of life; and the 
price of bread ia this country was at the 
present moment proportionabl y too low, 
How was it possible then that it-could be 
lower? Importation could not have that 
effect ; aud if it had; it ‘would have’ thé 
still worse effect of preventing the growth 
of corn in the country. ‘The real cause_of 
the high prices which took place in almost 
all the necessaries of life in this country, 
was the great wealth which it possessed ; 
and that must be always the case in every 
great commercial country. He cousidered 
it unnecessary for him to enter into the 
merits of this bill, which had been dis- 
cussed before in that house; but he was 
convinced, if the bill did not pass, it would 
have the effect of producing real scarcity 
in the country. : 
The Duke’ of Clarence’ said, he thought 
it necessary to nnike a few: observations 


porting coro to supply the deficieucies of 
bad seasons. “The cause why # greater, 


quantity of cornu was not produced in this 


country, was very obvious, It was.a great 
‘commercial country, and in such.a.coun- 
try, agriculture was never carried to such 
_an extent as in places where there was lit- 
tle commerce. A great portion of our 
-population was employed in manufactures 
and in various other pursuits beside those. 
of agriculture; and, therefore, although 
‘the country did not, in proporticn to its. 
spopulation, produce as great a quantity 
“of corn as it might do, vet the industry of- 
people was “equally” as productive in 


‘ other: respects; and the wealth which that 


-Andustry procured, supplied them with -pro- 
visions from other countries, whea they 
-could not be got at home. It was evident 
_that_ the plan of public granaries was not 
only but unnecessary. To 
‘uch a plan, such as was proposed by the’ 
_noble earl, he hat a ther cbjection, ‘still 
_Stronger than he had : tated; which’ 
‘was that of putting the pu lic e_granaries 


on what feil from a noble ear! who opened 
the debate on this subject, Ibe had said, 
that the measure then before the house 
was brought furward bythe govt. ‘This he 
most positively denied. ‘The measure had 
met the approbation of, and been planned 
by the members of the late.cabinét. ‘The 
present uiinisters gave their sanction and 
rsupport to it; and, in doing so, they had 
the advice and assistance of their predeces- 
sors in office. But su far from its being’a 
measure coming from~ the govt. it: was 
brought forward by a member of the other 
house of parliament, who had uniformly 
been in opposition to niivisters, and wlio 
Thad always voted against the late and the 
present war —The question was then put, 
when Earl Stanhope’s amendment was ne- 
gatived, and the bill read a 2d time, aiid 
ordered to be read a 3d time to-morrow. ’ 
Earl Stanhope next rose to propose the 
resolutions which he had mentioned. He 
went over several of his former argumnets ; 
and in answer to the charge, that: be and 
used violent and language. 
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he contended he had said nothing more 
than that a great part, and perhaps a ma 

jority of the people of the country, would 
be dissatisfied with the bill before the 
house ; and that it would be a dangerous 
thing to run the risk of alienating the affec- 
tions of men, who had come forward with 
arms in their hands to defend their coun- 
try and their govt. This was an argument 
he thought he had a right to make use of. 
He then moved his resolutions; and ‘said, 


- if they were agreed to, that he‘would move 


to adjourn the debate upon them to this 

_ Lord Mulgrave thought the conduct of 
the noble earl highly reprehensible, in sup- 
posing that the brave men who had taken 
up arms in defence of their country, were 
likely to become disaffected in consequence 
of a bill of this kind. Thank God, very 
few persons now entertained the same 
principles, with that noble earl! Whatever 
errors men might formerly have had on 
the subject of our constitution, he was 
convinced that their reflection and good 
sense,. with the experience they have had, 
did since teach them that they enjoyed 
more freedom and happiness than were to 
be found in any other part of the world; 
and he was therefore convinced, that the 
inflammatory sentiménts of the noble earl 
would ,produce very little effect, although 
it was necessary to notice them when they 
were uttered in that house. His lordship 
contended, that the resolutions just moved 


“were useless, impracticable, and mis- 


chievous, and concluded with moving, 


that the house do now adjourn ” 


_ "Khe Lord Chancellor said, it was a 


_proof of the extraordinary indulgence of 


that assembly, that the noble earl had been 


on the present, as. well as on former occa- 


sions, permitted to utter the sentiments 


which he did ;.and, in order to do so, to 
wander away into. extraneous matter, 
_wholly foreign from the subject under con- 
_sideration,. With respect to the resolu- 
tions which were now proposed, it was 
impossible to entertain them for a mo- 
ment. The plan-for erecting granaries, in the 


country would have-the effect of cutting off 


ovr supplies of grain from other nations: 


and the idea of taking off all direct taxes 


from farmers could confer no benefit on 
_ them; while it would considerably diminish 
‘the public revenue. If any particular tax 


was taken off a farmer, Jie knew very well, 
and that from his professional habits, that 


the landlord would raise the rent, so as to 


make the burden fall equally heavy on the 
tenant as if the tax existed. ‘To take 
away tythes would be a great injustice to 
those who had a property in them; but it 
would be no relief to the cultivators of 
land; for they would be obliged to pay to 
the owners of the land an additional rent — 
equal to what they had paid in tythes. As ta 
the plan of lowering the price of bread, by 
encreased importation, that would have an 
effect directly the contrary to what was in- © 


.tended, because it would discourage, and 


completely do away, the cultivation of 
grain in this country. He could not help 
expressing his thanks to the noble lord who 
had moved the question of adjournment, 
because he thought this was a debate 
sere ought not to proceed any fur- 
ther, 
Earl Stanhope replied, that the noble 
sec. of state, and the noble lord on the 
woolsack, had both misconceived him. The 
former had said, that he intended the 
warehousing of corn should be in the power 
of certain persons only. He did not 
mean any such. thing; he meant it should 
be regulated by persons properly appointed 
by an act of parliament made for that pur- 
pose. ‘The noble lord on the woolsack had 
misconceived him in saying that he in- 
tended) the whole should rest’ under the 
controul of the farmers. This again was 
not his meaning; it was his desire that 
they also should be subject to the persons 
appuinted by act of parliament: Having 
now explained, as well as he was able, the 


two misconceptions which their lordships 


had-upon the resolutions he proposed, he 
should not trouble the house with any fur- 
ther observations. 
‘The Duke of Clarence expressed his sur- 
prize that any débate had taken place upon 


the subject at that time: it was not his in- 


tention to have made any further observa- 
tions; but he had forgotten oné, and was 
happy the noble earl had now given him 


an opportunity of mentioning it. The 


noble earl was mistaken in supposing that 
the alteration in the date of the commence- 
ment of the act was to be attributed to his 
opposition to the bill, The fact was, that 
a very shameful cry had been raised against 
the bill, andthe promoters of it yielded go 
far to popular prejudices as to postpone . 
the operation of it until the effect of the 
approaching harvest should be seen.—The 
question of adjournment was then put, 
and the house accordingly adjourned te 
to-morrow. 
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‘HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, July 28. 


{Minvutes.]—The following bills re- 
ceived the royal assent by commission : 


the Stamp Duty bill, Irish Vote of Credit | 


bill, Proprietors of Stock Additional An- 
nuities bill, Irish Revenue Regulation bill, 
Irish, Spirits Warehousing bill, Bill for ap- 
pointing Commissioners to enquire into 
certain Fees of Public Offices in Ireland, 
Defence Lands and Hereditaments bill, 
City of London Additional Force bill, Bill | 
to exempt Volunteer Officers receiving mo- 
ney for the Volunteer Service from being 
deemed Public Accountants, Habeas Cor- 
pus ad testificandum bill, Bahama Islands 
Exportation of Salt bill, Ordnance Lands 
and Hereditaments bill, Port of Londen 
Dock Warehousing bill, and. the London 
Clergy bill, ‘The Commissioners present 
were, the Lord Chancellor, the Duke ot 
Montrose, and Lord Walsingham.—On the’ 
motion of the Duke, of Montrose, the 
Corn Trade bill was read a 3d time, passed, 
and sent to the Commons for their concur- 
‘rence.—The Insolvent Debtors bill was 
brought from the Commons; with a mes~ 
sage that the house had agreed to their 
lordships’ amendments.—Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


[Mrnures.]—The Speaker, soon after 
he. had taken the chair, went ‘to the House 
-of Lords, attended: by’several of the mem- 
‘bers,’ and heard the royal assent given by 
‘commission to several public bills.—A 
message from the Lords informed the 
house that their Lordships had agreed to 
the-Corn Trade bill without any amend- 
~ment.—The house, on the motion of Al- 
derman Combe, proceeded to take into 
consideration the several amendments made 
by their Lordships to the Insolvent Debtors 
bill, which were agreed to, and Alderman 
Combe was desired to take the bill to the 
Lords, and acquaint them accordingly. — 
Adjourned. j 


_ HOUSE OF LoRDS, 
Monday, July 30. 

| {Mixvres.J—The Corn Trade bill, and 
‘Insolvent Debtors bill, received the royal 
“assent by cOmmission. ‘Thé commissioners 
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hatn.—-The Consolidated’ Funds bill was. 
read a ‘3d time and passed.~-Adjourned, 


— 


‘HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, Fuly 30. 


[Minures.]—A message by the black 
rod required the aftention of the house in 
the House of Peers. The Speaker, on 
his return, acquainted the house, that the 
royal assent nad been given by commission 
to the Corn Trade bill, and the Insolvent 
Debtors. bill.—-New_ writs were ordered, 
on the motion of Mr. Sturges Bourne, for 
the election of burgesses for the boroughs 
of Tregony and Bridport, in the room of 
the’ Marquis of Blandford and Sir FE. 
‘Nepean, Bart. who, since their election, 
had accepted, the former the office-of one 
of the Lords Commissioners of his -Ma- 
jesty’s Treasury, the latter of a Lord Com- 
missioner of the Admiralty—Mr. Irwin, 
from the office of Inspector Genera! of the 
Exports and Imports, presented at :the 
bar, an Account of the official, and like- 
wise the)real or current value of all im- 
ports and exports between G. Britain and 
Ireland, since the Union, as estimated by 
the proper officer, distinguishing each ar. 
ticle: Ordered to lie.on the table, and to 
be printed.—A_ message,from the Lords 
informed the house, that their lordships 
had agreed to the bill for defraying, ‘out 
of-the Consolidated Fund, certain sums. 
hitherto charged on his Majesty’s civil list, 
without any amendment.—The Sec. at 
War, from the bar, acquainted the house, 
that his Majesty had been waited on with © 
the several addresses voted on Thursday 
last, and had been graciously pleased to 
give directions accordingly. 
{Prisoners or War ann Captain 
Wricut.]—Mr, Sturges Bourne then mov- 
ed “ that the house do now adjourn.”—On 
the question being put, ; 
Mr. Windham rose, not for the purpose 
of opposing the motion, but to ask for 
information with respect to the situation 
of prisoners,of war in France, and parti- 
cularly with respect to Capt. Wright. The 
last accounts which had reached this coun- 
try concerning that gallant officer, were, 
that he had: refused to answer certain in- 
terrogatories, to which he was not bound 
by any law of war to give an answer; 
that a broad hint had. been given out on 
that occasion, that extremities should be 
resorted to, if he did not answer in the 


were the Lord Chancellor, the 
“Marquis of Hertford, and Lord Walsing- 


manner expected; that he had: been 
in consequence committed to the Temple. 
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Before-he shoutd institute any proceeding 
on this subject, he -was anxious. to know, 
whether his Majesty’s govt. had taken any 
steps the release of that 
officer, or. whether the hon. petit. opposite 
could state information 

thich might, be ossession of his Ma- 

5 to this subject, 
Mit. Bourne ‘paid, he was €x- 
tremely he could hoe give thé 
fon... information He desired. 
Fact he had ‘n 


OF 
Majesty caine wer the 
the af'stare. 
‘the: abteudance of the: 
“at the’ when; 


‘Sovereign, 

the Commons 6f'G. Bri- | 


‘and Trelané in ~parlianienit assem - 
approtich ‘the foot of ‘your 


ut ‘Mia- 
Pe jeaty’s throne with ‘sentiments ub-, 
“fei od and: — Phe bill 
which ny hand cofmpletes the 


supplies fot’ year.” ‘These,. 
we have appropri 


ther’ support’ ef your ‘Mujesiy’s-house- 


“ae hold, and the-honour and dignity of 


your Grown, to» the ‘wavul ‘and military 


_défenve of the realm, ‘and to the various 


séfvices of your: ‘extendéd- ‘euipire. Th 
“ providing far thesé-prants, their | 


amount; sand “with the 


-extraordmaty. (detaands-of ‘the times in 


"which owe dive,’ we ‘have; nevertheless, 


“ steadily persevered in our'former course, 
‘Dy Jaige proportion of dat sup 
within the year atid ‘we herve 

proud ‘satistaction ‘see, that the: 
permanent’ debtvof ‘the ‘state: 4s: papidly 
diminishing, the the 
” growing prosperity ‘of the country ‘has 
strengthened nd ‘multiplied all “its ‘re- 
the’ war ip 


(which we are engaged, the ‘character: 


titéd far-_ 


yout ‘Ma jesty? s throne, and trans- 


“ sible duration of the contest, although 
‘““we are fearless of its issue, we have 
‘¢ nevertheless deemed it our indispensable 
** duty to deliberate with unremitting 
“ licitude upon the best system for a mili. 
“tary defence and the voluntary spirit 
‘of the’ people seconding the views of 
“ parliament, has at the same, time ani- 
“mated. alle ranks of men with an activé 
“ desite of attaiming to such a state of 
in.arms, as may enable them 
successfully; tO co-operate with. yout 
Majesty’s regular and veteran forces.— 


“Thus formidably armed, and powerfully 


‘* Sugtaitved, we ‘trust that, with the bless. 
of. God,’ we’ shall victoriously main- 


wnimpa red. to our descendants 
Kithe most perfect form of govt. which 
world has ever experienced, for the 
“#tpractical Happiness of mankind; firm, 

that: ‘this empire ‘will Jon; 
“outlast: the “storms which have over- 


“* earnestly hoping that other nations, now 
fallen, may. withess the, destruction: ofa 
“tyranny founded on fraud’ and violence, 
and cetnented with innocent blood, 
and agdiur recover their ancient power 
“and independence, as the best 
“ for the’ welfire and tranquillity of the 
civilized werld—Fhe bil which I have 
“ to present to. your Majesty is intituled, 

“*An act for granting to his Majesty a 
“ certain sunt Of money out of the Con. 
4.‘ solidated. Fond «of G. Britain, and for 
“applying a certain sum of money therein 
‘mentioned, for. the service of G. 
“tain, for the year 1804, and for farther 
“ appropriating the supplies granted im 
this.session of parliament.’ ‘Lo .which 
“your Commens, with all humility, en- 
“* treat your Majesty’ royal asseut.”+—The 
bill being delivered to the clerk, -his Ma- 
jjesty, signified his coyal assent to the same ; 
which was afterwards declared in the uswal 
form.-—His Majesty then put aniend.to the 


j-session, by. the following most gracious 


speech from; the throne to boll shedies of 


parliament :, 
Lords and Gentlemety: ib 
Before I_put an end to ‘the’ 
“ session ‘of parliament, I am desirous of 
“expressing my €etitire approbation of 
the and agsiduity with which you 
“‘ have applied yourselves to, the - 
“© objects of public concern which 


“have wisely continued to. “ditect,. 


whelmed'the ‘continent of Europe, and - 
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ft 
erful volunteer force, which‘ ‘the ardour 


* ‘unexampled. —You have at the same 


knowledgments for the fresh proof which 


and constant attachment to my person 
_ and family, ‘and your regard to the ho- 
. nour and dignity of my:trowm, by the 


economy, and the permanent credit and 


ertions you bave made for preventing, 
as fur as ‘possible, accumulation of | 


‘tion of ‘the expences of the war within 
the year. 


Bis wehbe same zeal for the public interest: 
* which has guided: all your proceedings. 
“Tt will be your particular duty to incul-. 


that is most dear to them. requires the , 
in attendance of that hon. house ip the House 


tions ‘for the national. defence. The; 


‘invading this kingdom, are daily ang-. 
menting, ‘and: the attempt.eppears to 


« provement of that respectable and pow- 


“and spirit of my subjects have enabled 
“me to establish, to an extent hitherto 


“ time endeavoured to combime an addi- 
“ tional establishment for our domestic 
defence with the means of. augmenting! 


~“ our regular ‘army, and of maintaining} 
“it on such a scale as mey be propor-| 


«tioned to the circumstances of the times. 


“and to the’ rank which. this. country; 


« ought ever to hold among the powers of 
Europe. 
_ “ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, . 
“ You are entitled’ to ‘my warmest ac- 


‘you have given me of yonr affectionate 


“ liberal provision which: “you have made 
* for the’ payment of the debt om my civil 
“list revenue, and ‘for futnishing me 
“. with the additional means defraying 

the dinerease which bas) uisavoidably taken 


“place in the different branclies of -my }- 
_ expenditure. 


I must also return you 
my. watmest thanks for ‘the extensive 


provision which you have made for the |-- 
“exigencies of the public ‘service, and 


especially for. the just and’ prudent at! 
tention which you have shewn to truc’ 


«-welfure.of the country, by the great ex- 
“debt, and for raising so large a propor- 


My Lords end Gentlemen, 
F have now only to recommend to you 
“to carry into your respective counties 


on. the uminds of al} classes of my 
“subjects, that the preservation of all 


“« continuance ‘of their pnremitted exer 
we preparations which. the enemy -bas.been 
“ee Jong forming for the. declared. purpose. 


‘have been delayed only with the view. of| 
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“ it into execution. —Relying on the ski 
‘valour; and discipline’ ‘of my naval 

“ military force, aided* by the voluntary 
“zeal and native courege of ‘my people, I 
“ look with confidence to-the issue of this 
great conflict, and I doubt-aet. that it 
will terminate, under the blessing, -of 
“ Providence, not only in’ fepellitig the 
“ danger of the moment, re in establish- 
“ ing, in the eyes of foreign ‘nations,’ ‘the 
. security of this country op @ basis neveg 
be shaken. Im addition. te this first 
“ and. great, object, I ‘entertain the apie 
hope, that the benefit te be. 
““deriyed from our successful exertions 
will not be confmed. within, ourselves; 
' but that, by their example and their 
“ consequences, they may lead to the re, 
establishment of such .a sysieom an 
‘rope, as may zescue it from the -precas 
rious istate to which it is redueed, and 
finally raise an eflectugl. barrier 
“against the unbounded schemes of ag- 
grandizement and ambition whieh threats 
‘em every: independent, nation: that yet 
‘remains on the continent.” 

After whieh the Lord Chancellor, 
received his Majesty’s aR came 
andsaid, 

My Lords "and Gentlemen; 

Majesty’s royal will and: 
thatathis parliament ibe prorogued ‘till 
"Tuesday, the 4th. Sept. next, ‘to be then 
‘and shere -holden aud this ‘parliament 
“ stands prorogued till the ney of 
Sept. 

His Majesty’ then’ retired with royat 
suite, and ‘the aceustomed formalities ; 
‘the ‘Commons’. withdrew to ‘their’ Own 
house; and their lordships separated. 


HOUSE’ OF COMMONS, 
T ucsday, Juby 


{Miwvres. ]—The house met’ at aboug. 
-haif past two o’cloek; about @ quarter 
béfore three, the yeoman usher Of the 
pblack rod came down and ‘iiifermed the 
Speaker, that his Majesty commanded the 


of Peers. ‘Fhe Speaker, abd all thé meni- 
bers present, immediately went to the 
Howse of ‘Peers. “Upon! their return, the 
Speaker desired the members t6 come 
round the table, when he read to’them‘b 

Majesty’s speech, After which the 


| bers retired, aud the sessign concluded, 
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of the “ Speech of Lord Castlereagh on the 19th of July, previously to 


his moving for several Accounts. relative to the Finances of the East India Company in 
. India and Europe for the last Ten Years’ (see page 1073), was put io press, we have 


. been favoured with 
Authority. 


_ Before, sir, I proceed to move for the pa- 
ts, of which I gave notice on a former 
day, as I shall not deem it necessary te found 
any motion upon them when laid upon the 
table, I feel it my duty, at present, shortl 
to state to the house, the object with which 
this information is called for, and the con- 
clusions which, I apprehend, will be dedu- 
cible from it.—In the successive debates 
which have annually taken place on In- 
Gian Finance, however complicated and 
extensive in its nature the subject is, I 
have observed, that so long as the dis- 
cussion confined itself to the particular 
accounts of the year then under con- 
sideration, whatever difference arose was 
easily reconciled, bya reference to the ac- 
counts themselves: but, so often ‘as the dis- 
» cussion has taken, a wider range (as it has 
frequently very naturally and very properly 
done, with reference to the results and state- 
ments of former years), a great want of pre- 
cision has been observable, from the difficulty 
of referring back, with accuracy, to the vo- 
Juminous accounts of preceding years, ‘not 
at the moment either in the hands, or in the 
‘recollection, of those who took a part in the 
debate.—One of my objects, and indeed the 
‘pianos one, at present is, to bring before the 
house, in the compass of a single and intel- 
ligible account, ‘the substance of the last ten 
years’. accounts, commencing with the re- 
newal of the charter ; so that gent. hereafter, 
having before them, in one point of view, 
the estimate of each year, under the several 
heads of revenue, charge, interest of debts, 
surplus revenue, or deficit, and increase or 
_ diminution of debt, they may, at one 
glance, of their eye, compare the same with 
the actual result, as furnished in the ac- 
counts of the subssyuent year.—I am the 
-,-more,.desirous of, putting parliament in 
.possession. of this information, from the 
perseverance with which gent. on the 
_other side of the house, have asserted, year 
-after year, that all the estimates, from time to 


_time, laid before parliament, with reference 


to Indian finance, and all the predictions of 
my noble friend (lord Melville) and myself, 
“have-been completely falsified by the event. 
They have not, certainly, charged. either 
with wilful or deliberate misrepresentation ; 


but they impute to us the having relied-for 
our conclusions upon estimates, formed upon. 


e 

e ae 


the following correct Copy of his Lordship’s Speech, published by 


a confined and inadequate view of the pro« 
bable expenditure for the succeeding year. 
and that, under the deception of our own 
over-sanguine feelings, we have given to par- 
liament, ‘and to the public positive assurances 
of results which have never taken place,— 


‘If, sir, my noble friend and myself have 


been in the habit of annually misleading par- 
liament-on this important subject, we cer- 
tainly have taken all due pains to supply the 
means of detecting our own ‘errors. The 


detailed report, which is annually published, 


of the sentiments and opinions stated by the 
person who fills the situation I have now the 
honour to hold, furnishes more ample and 
authentic materials, than are to be found in 
the administration of any other branch of 
the public affairs, for convicting him of any 
inaccuracy into whieh he may ine fallen; or 
any mistatement he may have ventured to 
hazard ; and with such means, it is a little 
surprising, if they are borne out by facts; 
and a just subject of complaint, if they 
are not, that instead of bringing the question 
to this distinct test, they have. confined 
their attack to general imputations.—Wish- . 
ing to bring the question, once for all, to 
a distinct issue, I shall endeavour to state, 
as precisely as I can, the two charges, 


‘which, I conceive, comprehend the sub- 


stance of every thing that has been alleged 
upon this subject. 1st, That the annual es- 
timates themselves were founded in error, — 
and disproved by the expenditure at the end 
of the year; and that while the estimates 
gave no reason to apprehend an increase of 
debt, an accumulation, to a large amount, 
has taken place annually abroad. 2d, ‘That 
a positive assurance was given by my noble 
friend to the public, in the year 1793, of the 
participation of 500,0001.° being regularly 
paid, and that his lordship had often declared, 
the finances of the empire would derive aid 
from the resources of India, before India be- 
came a charge on the mother. country.— 


And, ‘first, as'to the latter charge, which is 


of a more general nature, I have only to 
meet the assertions of gent. who state, that 
these ussutances were given absolutely and 


without qualification, by asserting they never 


were; referring, for the truth of my denial, 
to the recorded sentiments of my noble 
friend, as published at the time. . They were, 
no doubt, made absolutely, with reference to 


a state of peace; but, so far from. being 
equally applied to a state of war, parliament 
was distinctly apprised by my noble friend, 
at the time, tbat war, in proportion to the 
extent of its operation, and more particu- 
larly war on the continent of India, must 
wholly alter the calculations then made. A 
hope was entertained by my noble friend, at 
the commencement of the late war, that in 
the then crippled state of the enemy, our 
expence abroad might not be such, as to 
disturb materially our financial prospects ; 
but he pointedly guarded himself against 
causes of expence, distinct from the probable 
direct efforts of Franeein India. Since that 
time, we have had two Indian wars, one 
with Tippoo, the other with the Mahrattas. 
We have had rebellions, little inferior to 
wars, in the expenditure connected with 
their suppression : and we have, in that time, 
fitted out from India various expeditions, 
and prominently that to Egypt, not imme- 
diately connected with the Company’s ser- 
vice, the charges of which, with interest 
since accrued (in whatever proportion they 
may ultimately fall on the public or on the 
Company), stand recorded in the accounts to 
the amount of about 7,000,000]. Could 
my noble friend’s statements, even had they 
been unaccompanied by the express qualifi- 
cations which made a part of them at the 
time, be in fairness considered as applying 
to such a state of things as I have described ? 
Or is it wonderful, under such an accumu- 
Jation of expence, incurred not merely on 


account of the Company but of the public, 


that the result, which my noble friend was 
justified in opening to parliament in the year 
1793, should stand suspended, in whatever 
degree those causes have continued to ope- 
rate? This house will recollect, when my 
noble friend stated his conviction, that the 
empire was ‘likely to derive aid from India, 
before the defence of India would become 
chargeable upon the mother country; that 
this statement was made to meet the then 
gloomy predictions of gent. on the other side 
of the house, who asserted, such was the de- 
plorable state of the Company’s finances, 
that the empire must soon be drained at home, 
for the defence of our possessions in India. 
The truth of these predictions has been now 


pretty fairly tried, by ten years of the most 


expensive war, during which time India (an 
important exception to all our other foreign 
dependencies) has sustained its ewn expence, 
and is, at the present day, more equal than 
ever to continue so to do. What would 
have been its ability to fulfil the other and 
more flattering part of my noble friend’s pre- 
Vou. Il. 
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diction, that of affording an efficient resource 
to the finances of the empire, bad we enjoyed 
peace, I leave to the house, from its having 
thus supported itself in war, to judge ; only 
adding, by way of explanation, one observa< 
tion, namely, that the increased annual ex- 
penditure arising from the war, eventful as 
ithas been, may be taken, on the average of 
ten years, atasum considerably exceeding a 
million a year. Having thus taken notice 
of the more general charge which gent. have 
deen in the habit of urging, I have the satis- 
faction of coming to that, which, from its 
being precise and specific in its nature, can-at 
once be decided by a reference to the ac~ 
counts themselves ; and here, little more re- 
mains for me to do, than to read to the house 
the leading results of the accounts for ten 
years, which I now hold in my hand, com- 
paring the estimate under the head of revente 
and charge, with the result, as established by 
the actual accounts of the succeeding year. 
The revenues for the ten years were 


It is here material to observe, that an in- 
crease on each side of the account is not ne- 
cessarily a proof of inaccuracy of estimate, as 
in the course of several of the years after the 
estimates were transmitted home, new terri- 
tories were annexed, which brought with 
them an addition, both to the revenue and 
charge side of the account. ‘The best cri- 
terion to try the accuracy of the estimates 
upon, is, to take the result upon the net re- 
venue. 

This was estimated in the ten years 


at - - - + = =.= = = = 44,779,000 
It actually amounted to - = = - 11,502,000 
Less than estimated - + = = 3,277,000 


so that, in an expenditure of above 
80,000,000!. and during a period nearly of 
uninterrupted war, the error in the final re- 
sult, upon the comparison of revenue and 
charge, did not much exceed three millions ; 
an instance of precision and accuracy of es- 
timate, not, I will venture to say, to be pa- 
ralleled, in the financial proceedings of any 
other govt. ; and which becomes the more 
surprising, when even this excess of charge 
is to be accounted for, by the military ex- 
penditure, both for the Mysore and Mahratta 
wars, becoming a charge in the course of 
their respective years, when at the outset; and 


at the moment the estimates were framed, 
4D 


taken at - - = = = 91,719,000 
They actually produced - - 94,756,000 
More than estimated - - - - 3,057,000 

The charges for the same period were 
estimated at - - - - = = = 76,940,000 
They actually amounted to = + = 83,253,0U0 
More than estimated - - - - 6,313,000 
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neither events could possibly have been in the ,. 


contemplation of the officers preparing th: 
same. Upon a feview of the ten years, 1: 
appears, that the final net surplus revenue 
after payment ofall charges abroad, inclyd- 
ing interest of debt, was 

Estimated to amountto - - - 5,910,00l 
Its actual produce wag - - - - - 1,981,000 


Less than estimated - - 5,929,000 
The house will consider it a most conclu- 
sive and satisfactory proof of the territorial 
resources of our Indian empire to observe, 
that the produce ofthe revenue was sufficient 
to cover the expenditure connected with its 
maintenance and defence, during a period o. 
ten years war, realising, atthe same time, a 
surplus of 1,981,0001. ; whilst the progres 
sive increase of the debt from 8,074,COOI. 
at which amount it stood in 1793, to 
19,869,0001. its present amount, has swelled 
the charge for annual interest from 517,000I. 
to 1,457,0001. the addition made to the In- 
dian debt in this period being 11,794,0001. 
which will be observed upon hereafter.— 
Having noticed the productive powers of the 
territories in sup; lying a surplus, under all 
the pressure of war, it may not be “unsatis- 
factory to present this subject to the house 
in a different, and perhaps, in principle, a 
more accurate point of view, not varying 
materially in the result, but embracing, the 
territorial charge at home, as well as abroad, 
in the mode of stating the account. 


Ten years’revenue - - - - 24,756,000 
Ten years’ charges. - - - - 85,253,000 
Net revenue - - #1,5.5,000 

Deduct : 


Ten years’ Bencoolen 
and Penang charges - 700,000 
Ten years’ territorial¥ 
charges paid in Europe - 3,500,000 
To be added to charges abroad 4,200,000 
Surplus revenue applicable to in- 
terest,Ke. - - - - - - ~ 
}Deduct ten years interest of debt, at 
517,000L. perannum - - - - 5,170,000 
Net sprplus - - - 2,155,000 
Repayments from govt. received, or 
to be received, for advances on ac- 
count ofthe public, included amongst 
the charges abroad t - = = = 2,500,0000 
Tribute realised from the territories, 
intenyears of war - - - - ~ 4,633,000 


* It is appreheuded that when_the articles of 
territorial charge, paid at home, are minutely ex- 
atnined, that the amount will not be found so large 
@s the suth here stated. 


+ The interest.charged against the territories is 


_ taken at the amount it stood at in the year 1793, 


assuming, that, communibus annis, no loans were 
Tequisite for defraying territorial charge. It might 
admit of question, whether, upon amore extended 
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It-is not here meant to be contended, that 
he commerce of the Company derived aid 
rom the above surplus, ‘There were other 
‘emands, which more properly belong to 
ne territories, which required and absorbed 
unds, nearly to an equal amount, though 
ot falling strictly within the annual terri- 
torial expenditure. They are as follows: _ 
Varnatic debt - - - = 1,200,000 


interest smee [797 - - - - - - 600,000 
increase cash balanee abroad in the 
Treasury - - - - ~- = = 1,520,000 
Floating advanees between the Presi- 
dencies, Guicowar loan, &ec. taken 
One year’s participation to pubiie 506,000 


£.4,520,000 


Tribute realised - - = = 4,655,000 

Extra demands not appertaining to 
annual charge = = 4,520,000 
Remains - - £.115,000 


Of the above 4,520,000]. the increased 
cash balance and floating advances must still 
be considered as available funds, in the 
strictest sense: the net available resource, 
therefore, from the ter:itories, in. ten years 
of war, after liquidating aa old incumbianee 
on the Carnatic, and making a payment of 
500,000]. to the public, may be stated at 
2,333,0001.—The attention of the house 
will naturally be attracted to an increase of 
debt having taken place in India, to the 
amount of [1,794,000]. whilst the territo- 
ries appear, upon an average of years, fully 
to have supported their own expence. So 
large an incumbrance is certainly to he re- 
gretted, and calls for explanation; but it 
does not, when examined, provea deteriora- 
tion in the general concern.— W hilst the In- 
dian debt, including China, has increased 
12,055,0001. the debt in Europe has been re~, 
duced 2,218,000]. Theactual increase of debt 
upon the whole does not exceed 9,837 ,0001. 
—The house will not be surprised, in a grow- 
ing and extended commercial concern of this 
nature, mixed with the govt. of a great em- 
pire, thatin proportion as funds realise them- 
selves into assets of a less convertible nature, 
as the machine itself increases in size, and as 
services press for supplies, where the neces 
sary funds may not at the moment be within 
reach, that new loans must, from time to 
time, be made. ‘The effect of such debts 
being contracted, as bearing upon the value 


analysis of the debt prior to 1793, it was charge 
able to the territories, 


t ‘This is taken, very moderatcly, at 2,500,0001.— 
1,500,0001. having already been repaid by the pub- 
lic, nearly the whole falling under this class of ex- 
penditure, and which must be credited to the terri- 
tories, as originally disbursed under the head of 
charge.. The charges for the Egyptian expedition 
still remaining unsettled, in themselves amounting 
to 2,000,000, 


| | 
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of the concern at large, can alone be mea- 
sured, by exainining, whether they have 
been applied to unproductive expences, or 
whether you find, upon the whole, a corres- 
pondent value realised in another description 
of property, which may fairly be considered 
as a counterpoise to such dedt.—In looking 
to the question in this point of view, whilst 
we find the debts increased since 1793, 


9,857,000 


The assets are increased - - - 12,102,000 


{mprovement since 1793 2,205,000 
subject to adjustment, in whatever sum may 
ultimately be disallowed of the claims on 
govt. amounting to 4,013,126]1.-—Whiist the 
necessity of new loans must be admitted, for 


carrying on the, joint operations of com- | 


merce and govt. during the period in ques- 
tion, I cannot avoid culling the attention of 
parliament to the fact of the deb: having de- 
creased at home, whilst it increased so largely 
abroad. I am aware, that in a period of 
war, when it may be.impossible in each year 
t> transmit funds abroad, to the amount 
which, upon generel principles, it is desir- 
able should be done; or where, in any par- 
tcular year, the expence, from unforeseen 
events, may have gone beyond the scale pro- 
vided for from home, that new loans abroad 
may have become expedient and necessary, 
rather than suffer the investment suddenly to 
decline, to the prejudice of the industry of 
India, and to the derangement of the regular 
supply of the market at home: but the pro- 
curing funds in India, at the high rate of in- 
terest payable on money there borrowed, is, 
as a general practise, so injurious, that I can- 
not permit this circumstance to puss with- 
out some remark, trusting that the policy of 
borrowing in Europe will always be kept 
steadily in view: and that every effort will 
be made on the first favourable occasion, to 
couvert a considerable proportion of the In- 
dian, intoa European debt, which cannot 
fail in itself, by the mere reduction of in- 
terest, rapidly to accelerate the ultimate ex- 
tinction of the capital of the debt itself.—! 
shall not, upon ‘the present occasion, delay 
the house, by minutely tracing the appro- 
_priation and distribution of the Company’s 
funds in each year, between the home and 
foreign concern; between the management 
of their trade, and the administration of their 
_territorial dominions. The accounts which 
I shall now call for, will lay the ground for 
an investigation. I shal! content my- 
_Self, at present, with observing, that as we 
find, upon a balance of debts and assets, that 
the Company’s affairs, taken in the aggre- 
gate, have not been deteriorated in the. last 
ten years, whilst the British empire in India 
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has been largely extended and secured ; 
and as Ihave, I trust, satisfactorily shewn, 
that the territories have, during this period, 
fully defrayed their own expence, it seems to 
follow as’a necessary consequence, that the 
commerce of the Company (conducted as it 
|has been, and oughtalways to be, on enlarged 
|principles of steady encouragement to the 
manufacturing interests both at home and 
abroad, rather than on the confined scale 
of mercantile profit and exclusive advantage) 
has also, from its own profits, upheld itself, 
paying to the preprietors the dividend 
ten per cent. upon their capital stock. 
If sach has been the result, when both 
interests had to contend with all the, pres- 
sure cf war, and loans made at high in- 
terest abroad, how great would have been 
the resources derivable from them, had peace 
left the Company in possession abroad of a 
large surplus revenue, and had the moneys 
matket at home (from which they have been 
excluded for the last ten years, in a great 
measure, from deference and consideration 
for the interest of the state) being open to the 
Company, so as to admit of their raising, at 
a moderate rate of interest, by aa increase of 
their capital, the additional funds which 
their growing concerns have, from time to 
time, required. —Whilst I am upon the sub- 
ject of the Company’s debt abroad, I wish 
to notice an observation that fell from an 
hon. gent. on the other side of the house 
(Mr. Johnstone) that when, in the month of 
March 1803, I stated to parliament the plan 
which was then in contemplation, forthe re- 
duction of the Company’s debt abroad, to 
the extent of two millions in peace, and pos- 
sibly to the extent even of one million in 
time of war, that I held forth an expectation, 
that such plin could be in operation in the 
year 1802-3 in India. 
| is sufficient to prove, that a plan, not stated 
till March 1803, not sent out in orders to 
India till June 1803, and the execution of 
which depended upon the extent of supplies 
to be sent from Europe, in the end of the 
last, and beginning of the present season, 
which supplies could not reach India till late 
in the year 1803-4, could not have any con- 
nection whatever with the accounts of 
1802-3, It is equally clear, had peace con- 
tinued, and had ail the materials, which were 
then stated as essential to the plan of paying 
off 2,000,000 of the Indian debt within the 
year, remained undisturbed, that the lan it- 
self could not have had its commencement 
abroad, till late in the year 1803-4, or m- re 
probably the commencement of 1804-5.—it 
is true, I stated that a net revenue of one ai'l- 
lion would remain disposable abroad i: the 
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year 1802-3, upon the supposition of peace 
continuing ; but I then also stated, that as 
the law had decided, that the surplus re- 
venue should be applicable, in the first in- 
‘stance, to the purchase of investment, it was 
not till that investment reached Europe and 
was realised, that the surplus, so to exist, 
could be applied, either to the reduction of 
debt, or the payment of the participation to 
the public. The month of July 1804 was 
then mentioned, as the period: when the 
Company would be prepared, if war did not 
intervene, to account with the public for 
that sum. It was. explained, in a former 
debate, why, on the balance of last year’s 
account, no such payment is now due; and 
it also was shewn, that the net surplus abroad 
in that year, after payment of all charges, 
interest of debt included, would not have 
fallen short of 1,300,000]. had'peace con- 
tinued. It appears, therefore, that parlia- 
ment was distinctly apprised from the first, 
of the circumstances on which this payment 
must depend; and I am by no means an- 
swerable, in consequence ofany thing I then 
said, for a temporary interruption of this re- 
‘source, which has been subsequently occa- 
sioned by the war, and by the unfavourable 
sales at With these materials, viz. a 
clear surplus of 1,000,0001. in peace, and 
500,000]. in war, applicable to the reduc- 
tion of debt, the plan proposed to liquidate 
debt abroad, to the annual amount of 
2,000,000]. in peace, and in war to an 
amount not exceeding 1,000,000]. The 
racticability of executing the plan in peace 
Pinas materials being forthcoming) depended 
‘further on the Company being enabled, by 
“gradually adding to their capital, to raise an- 
‘nually in Europe such a sum, as, with the 
progressive savings of interest, would com- 
plete the sinking fund, in each year, to the 
‘Tequired amount.—-No difficulty could have 
occurred in doing so, to the proposed extent, 
had peace continued. Jn war it was pre- 
sumed, in addition to the 500,000). appli- 
cable from the net proceeds, that par:ly from 
repayments from the public, and partly from 
an increased issue of bonds, the fund, for the 
reduction of debt, might have been carried 
. beyond the half million.—If, from the recur- 
rence of war in Europe, coupled with the 
heavy pressure of a contest with the Mah- 
‘Tattas, the surplus net proceeds have been in 
a greater degree absorbed, than there was 
reason to apprehend at the time: if, from 
_the war bearing upon the price of all de- 
scriptions of public securities in the market 
at home, it has become disadvantageous to 
add. to the Company’s capital, whilst the 
ptice of their stock, in common with all 
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others, isso much depressed ; and, if, from 
our communication with the continent, at 
the outset of tthe war, being materially em- 
barrassed, if not interrupted, and also, from 
the first effects of the high duties, imposed 
on the Company’s imports in the course of 
the last session, their sales at home, in 
amount, as well as in price, have been con- 
siderably affected : the house will not be sur- 
prised, if the concurrence of all these un- 
favourable causes should impede, if not 
suspend, the operation of the plan in ques- 
tion. I trust, however, that as far as the 
sales at home, and the peculiarly heavy ex- 
pences of the war abroad, are concerned, 
that we may from the present moment, in- 
dulge better hopes, peace having been ac- 
tually concluded with the Mahrattas, and 
the impediments to our sales not being, it is 
to be presumed, in their nature permanent ; 
but having recalled to the recollection of the 
house the principal points on which this im- 
portant question must hinge, gent. will feel, 
that the detail will be more sat'sfactorily dis~ 
cussed in a future year, when advices shall 
have been received of the orders having 
reached India, and of the proceedings of the 
supreme govt. thereupon.—Upon the whole, 
I trust, the several accounts, I shall now 
move for, accompanied by the explanations 
I have thus had an opportunity of submitting 
to the house, will satisfy parliament and the 
public: Ist, Of the peculiar and highly 
commendable accuracy, observable in the 
estimates prepared by the officers of the East- 
India Company, both under the heads of re- 
venue and charge, trying them by the test of 
the actual accounts for the same year, after 
the whole receipt and expenditure had been 
precisely ascertained, and only making a 
reasonable allowance for extraordinary ex- 
pence, occasioned by events which, from 
their nature, could not have been either fore- 
seen or calculated upon, when the estimates 
were prepared. 2d, That none of the as- 
surances given to parliament on the subject 
of Indian finance, if fairly stated and cor- 
rectly understood, have been disproved by 
the event ; on the contrary, that it 1s manifest, 
from the revenues having more than covered 
the territorial expenditure, during ten years 
of the most expensive war, that every ex~ 
pectation of aid to the public finances from 
India would have been fulfilled to the utmost, 
had we remained at peace, or even had the 
scale of our war expenditure not been aggra- 
vated, far beyond what the European war 
alone, at its outset, gave us reason to appre< 
hend, by expensive expeditions, fitted out in 
India on the public account, and by wars 


with the native powers. 3d, That, notwithe 
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standing the period now under consideration 
has been one of heavy pressure, upon the 
rommercial and territorial interests of the 
Company, both being exposed to all the in- 
creased embarrassment and expence mnsepa- 
rably connected with war, the general state 
of their affairs, upon a comparison of debts 
and assets, is, upon the whole, not impaired, 
whilst their empire has been carried to an ex- 
tent, which leaves them nothing to fear from 
any enemy on the continent of India, and 
opens to them new sources of prosperity, 
which cannot fail largely to operate on the 
return of peace.—That the resources of 
India should be such, as to enable it, whilst 
there yet remained formidable competitors 
for military dominion in that part of the 
world, to support its own wars, upon an 
average of years, out of its own revenues, is 
a triumphant fact to be enabled to state on 
the part of a dependant branch of this em- 
pire. I doubt whether the financial means 
of any other govt. could under similar cir-~' 
cumstances of pressure, presenta similar re- 
sult for an equal number of years of ex- 
tended warfare.—Parliament, from the means 
of information it possesses, will justly dis- 
criminate between the expectations it may 
safely form, with respect to the resources of 
Indiain a period of peace, as contrasted with 
one of war; they will havenow before them 
a faithful Statement of the Estimates and the 
“Result of the last ten years; and, [ trust, 
these documents are not less calculated to 
justify the official statements which have 
been annually submitted to their notice, than 
to inspire the empire at home with a just 
confidence, in the extent and stability of our 
Indian resources.—TI shall now, Sir, con- 
clude with moving that there be laid before 
the house: 1, §* An Account, shewing the 
estimated and actual revenues and charges in 
India, with the results for ten years, from 
1793-4 to 1802-3, after deducting, pay- 
ments On account of interest on debts and 
supply to Bencoolen, &c. exhibiting like- 
wise the decrease or the increase of the 
debts ; distinguishing each year.’’—9, ¢* An 
Estimate of profit and loss on the Com- 
pany’s sales in England and other profits for 
ten years, ending Ist March 1804, with 
other payments in England deducted there- 
from ; distinguishing each year, and distin- 
guishing, as far as may be, such charges as 
are of a political, from those that are of a 
commercial nature; and also distinguishing 
the India from the China account.”—3. 
** An Account of the total amount of the 
Company’s debts and assets, abroad and at 
home, including China; the former from 
April 1793, to April 1803 ; and the latter 


from March 1794 to March 1804. both in- 


Clusive ; distinguishing each year.” 


with the Kesuits, for Ten Years, trom 1793-4 to 1802-3, aiter deducting 


the Decrease or the Increase of the Debts, distinguishing each Year. 


Estimated and Actual Revenues and Charges in Lidia, 
and Supply to Bencoolen, &c.; exhibiting, likewise, 


Payments on Account of Interest on Debts, 


APPENDIX, No. I1.—-An Account, shewing the 
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APPENDIX, No. IIT.---An Account of the Total Amount of the Company's DEBTS and ASSETS, 
Abroad and at Home, including Cu1na ; the former from April, 1799, to April, 1803, and the latte 
from March, 1794, te March, 1804, both inclusive ; distinguishing each Year, 


DEBTS. 
CHINA: 
INDIA. | Balance HOME. | TOTAL. 
against. 

1793 8,074,865 1794 | 7,006,500}15,081,365 
1794 } 7,367,190 1795 | 6,946,523}14,313,513 
1795 | 6,848,402 1796 | 7,474,'700]14,323,103 
1796 | 17,203,526 — 1797 | 7,916,45¢115,119,685 
| 1797} 9,294,535] 718,945|] 1798 | 7,284,694]17,298,178 
i} 1798 {11,052,645} 1,073,607|| 1799 | '7,103,'762]19,210,014 
1799 112,995,526] 220,022] 1800 | 5,830,222]19,045,770 
1801 [16,912,96¢ a 1802 | 4,822,685} 21,735,652 
1802 118,654,381 1805 | 4,773,886] 23,498,267 

1803 {19,869,22¢ 260,900\} 1804 | 4,788,86: 124,918,988 

ASSETS. 
CHINA: 
INDIA. HOME, | TOTAL. 
Abroad hs é. Home. 
1793 8,339,362] 1,040,058|| 1794 | 9,888,836]19,268,256 
1794 | 8,834,538} 939,340l1 1795 |10,413,354{20,187,232 
1795 | 8,867,266} 528,779]| L796 |12,024,312/21,420,357 
' 1796 | 8,958,669} 279,250} 1797 |12,476,813]21,714,732 
1797 410,531,145, 1798 |13,211,370123, 742,515 
1798 | 9,922,905 1799 |17,119,628/27,042,531 
1799 110,259,107 1800 |16,185,950\26,445,057 
1800 [11,169,355} 1,226,079|| 1801 |15,404,736)27,800,168 
1801 }11,352,360} 1,019,551)] 1802 |16,802,760/29,174,671 
1802 [12,061,383 91,434]} 1803 |17,440,593/29,593,410 
(A) 

1803 }12,618,623 — 1804 }18,751,736131,370,359 


¥ 
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Mem.—The Debts and Assets in India are 


stated, exclusive of the Securities 


. in the Hands of the Commis. 


sioners of the Sinking Funds, 
from April, 1800. They are also 
stated conformably to the Ac. 
counts presented to Parliament 
in each Year, except in 1795 and 
1794; the Accounts for April in 
each of these Years not hayj 
been received when the State. 
ments were laid before Parla. 
ment. 


(A) This differs from the Account 


formerly presented, it having 
been found that Part of the Car. 
goes afloat are included in the 
Assets in India, 1803, 


(Errors excepted.) 


CHAS. CARTWRIGHT, 


Accountant-General, 


-WM. WRIGHT, 


Auditor of India Accounts, 


East-India House, 
July 30, 1804, 


APPENDIX, No. IV.---An Account, shewing the Operation of a Sinxinc Funp, in the Repuctiow 
ofthe Inp1an Dest, at Two Millions annually, viz. One Million from the Surplus Revenue, and One 
Million from the Saving on Interest, and from a Loan, &c. 


Principal re- Annual Inte- Annual Sav- Amount to be raised, with 
duced 2 Mil- rest payable, ing upon In-} the Savings inthe preced» 
j Rate of Interest with Probable lions ineach| 2°¢Pding to, terest reduc-| ing Column, to compine 
Supposition. | tal paid off. 
1803-4 |£. 12,600,000 at 8 per Cent, 
5,400,000 at 10 per Cent. £. 16,000,000 1,348,000 1,000,000 
1804-5 10,600,000 at 74 per Cent. 
3,400,000 at 10 Cou. 14,000,000} 1,135,000, 213,000 787,000 
1805-6 8,600,000 at 7 per Cent. 
3, 400,000 at 10 per Cent. 12,000,000 942,000; 406,000 594,000 
1806-7 6,600,000 at 7 per Cent. 
3, 400,000 at 10 per Cent: 10,000,000) 802,000) 546,000 454,000 
1807-8 4,600,000 at per Cent. 
. 3,400,000 at 10 per Cent. 8,000,000] 639,000}. 709,000 291,000 
, 1808-9 2,600,000 at 6% per Cent. 
3, 400,000 at 10 per Cent. 6,000,000 509,000 839,000. 161,000 
| 2,713,000 53,237,000 
1809-16 At 6 per Cent. 4,000,000 240,000, 1,108,000 


In the Years 1808-9 and 1809-10, the ten and eight per Cent. Decennial Loans, amounting together to 

" about 4,014,0001. will become payable, ‘either in India or Europe, at the option of the Holders. It is pro- 
bable, from the favourable rate of Exchange at which the Holders are entitled to receive their payment in 
Europe, that the whole, or the greater part of these Loans, will be transferred. In whatever proportion, 
by such Transfer, the Indian Debt may be reduced below four Millions, the Sum at which it is proposed it 
should remain, a corresponding Sum must be raised by Loan in India, which will preserve the Debt Abroad 
at the due Amount, and will enable the Company, by retaining in Europe the Funds which must otherwise be 


remitted to India, either in Bullion or by Bills, so to regulate the State eftheir Home Treasury, as to be 


€ pared to meet'the increased Demands upon it. 


The Amount of the Principal of the Debt to be liquidated by above Operation is . . . . L.12,000;000 


The Means are: Surplus Revenue ......... + &-6,000,000 
2,713,000 
3,287,000----.£.12,000,000 
APPENDIX to Vol. II. 


Annual Saving of Interest........ 


Amount raised by Loan at Home, Ke. , . 


\ 


0 


PARL, of Funded Debt. 


APPENDIX 


TO THE 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, 


VOL, II. 


"An Account of the Amount of the Funpep Dest of Ixexanp, on the 25th March 


in each Year, from: the 2 sth March 1784 to 1801, and on the rst January 1801, 1802, 
1803, and 1804; together with the Amount created since the 1st January 1804 by Loans, 
and the Debt as it now stands. 


Amount of the funded debt of Ireland on the 25th March 1784 . . 15276 oo 
° ° ° 1786 . + 1§84540..0 ©, 
° . 1796 . . 4841856 13 4 
7 on Ist January 1801 30109066 13 4 
Amount created since the 1st January 1804 by loans . =. 10277031 § © 
Amount of the funded deb: of Ireland, as it now stands §329635615 


N.B. This is @ statement of the mere progress of the debt. The account of the constitue : 
parts of the debt, as well as of the sinking fund, will be found in the subsequent pages. 
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Abstract Statement of the Pusuic Income of Ireland, for the Year ending on the sth of 


‘ 


‘Gross Receipt |" Total Receipt Re-payments 
the Year. accounted for. | Discounts, &c.| 
Excise > ° a} 395485 2 14 111354585 12 
Stamps - - 216443 0 3 297102 6- 5768 2 22152 13 7 
Post-office - - - 108844 7 § 125714 18 9 | 13548 4 63923 8 
. Poundagefees -, - 35695 6 oF 35695 6 9f 
Duty on wrought plate 2078 9° 2078 19 9 
Casualties 2303 15 It 2303 15 I 
Total ordinary Revenues 3715710 19 38] 44014499 11 10/440661 15 5h 
Extraordinary Resources, | 
Foureshilliag tax on salaries, &c. 42 2 6 4o 2 6 sais _~ 
Public coal yards 3925. © 3925 
Cominis. of Navy, on ac. by ci 66173, 0 6 66173 0 O _ 
Sundry persons ;on,-ace., of rige, Indian anh 
corn, &c. sold for Government 5173 4 8% 5"73 4 83 
Gain by exch. on sumssee. from G. Brit. | 62324 19° 6 62324 19 6 
From the B. of Irel. for the late Par]. House 40000 0 0 49000 0. fe) ow 
From G. Brit. of profit on lott. of 1803 | 127231 9 8 127231 9 8 
Other monies paid to the public - 7799 10 113 7769 10 113 — — 
Appropriated Duties for lecal Onjecs 
Laren, manufacture - te 792 8 4 792 8 4 106 2 1 r 
Lagan navigation _ - - 2289 4 © 2583 10 2] 1204 4 0 545 © 
Improvement of Dublin 10432 14 6 12173 8 of 37 3 6 
Repairs of Royal Exch. com, buildings 1421 5 0 200 o 7H 
King’s inns. - 1500 © 1500 0 0 
Fish bounty... ~ 6500 © 0 6500 0.0 
Presbyterian ministers - 4452 8 9 4452 8 — 
of the loans 14055736 7 851 4744140 14 10}|300115 11 51440716 
Loans paid into the Exchequer = 2178066 13 4 2178066 13° 4 
Grand Total + 46233803 of 6922207 8 5'440716 
: NOTES. 
Rates of Collect. per Cr. 


Gross Rev. | Net Rev. 


que £. Se d. 
Customs and. - 10 12 14 


13 1 
Stamps” 4 


the on the sh of 


1803, amounted to - £. 23940 16 
on the sth of, 1028467 38 52 
£803, amounted to - 400527 2 
clans inthe Bxelezier; on the of pw. 
ye 1804, amounted to - 30099 15 12 


The unappropriated balance j the Exchequer, on the 323976 39 
January 1804, amounted 293877 


(vi 


~and the- sth 


Accountant 


January 1804,-and not.redeemed within that period, was 


Office, 21 March 1804: 


~PARL.- Income. 
Janyary 2804. [N, B. All she qnnual Accounts of the Treasury are made up to the stb of Fanuary.] 
__ Payments for 
Total Payments | Net Produce, ap- ji. Bounties for | Total Payments 
the plicable to | Fisheries, Linen out of the into the 
gross Revenue. | national Objects. | tions Manufac. net ‘Produce.’ juer. 
Compensation. 
634037 7 | 3297427 14 10$ | 48059 13 $$] 40431 10 10 | 83q9t 3h | 2534087 0 
27920 10 269181 10 2% 182547 8 
77470137 48243 5 2 25318 9 
35695 6 9f 35595 6 
2078 19 9 2078 19 
2303 16 -- 2303 15 
739429 17 34 | 3662069 13 | 48059 13 54 | 40431 10 10 | 4 3% | 2789170 
66:73, 0 6 — 99273, 6 
5173 4 8% 5173. 
62324 19 6 _ 62324 19 6 
40000 9 _ “40000! of 'o 
12723t 9 8 12723 9 8 
7769 10 112 7789 10 118 
106 2 «1 686 6 3 
1258 9 1 2 997 10 © 
37 3 6 12136 4 6% 10661 6 6 
2005 74 — 1586 18 
1500 0 0 1500 0 © 
4452.8 9 4452 8 9 
740831 11 10k | 4003309 | 48059 13 52 10 10 | 4 3%] 3127505 12 of 
740831 11 10f | 6181375 16 38 | 48059 5% | 40431 10 10] 4, 38 | 5305572 6 
NOTES. 
BALANCES. 
, Balances in the | Balance in the Bills in the 
Hands of the dif. Hands of the Re- | Hands of the Re- 
ferent'Collectors. | ceiver-general. Ceiver“general. 
an.1803 - | 566434 19 24944 9 3% 
an. 1804 = | 2 10g | 24394 § Of | 98738 17 
‘The amount of. Exchequer bills issued for the public service between the sth ff January whos } £1 900000 
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PARL. Expenditure. 


{viii 


“ of the ExrenpiTurt of for the Year’ ending on the of 
January 1804. 


B. For the under each heaily see the several accounts veferred to by the letters 4, 


44 


SEPARATE EXrense oF 
“Eh For i interest on the funded debt of Ireland, including an- 
for lives and terms of years; also cent. 
for the reductiog ofithe capital created by loans since 
sand2,) — — — 6 
For charge of management thereon — - - - 15492 17 33) 
i here was also applied towards the reduction of the 
Mational the annual issueof — 67635 8 4 
2082046 14 54 
© aaNet we was applied, towards the reduction of the na- 
Total on account of interest  —/1566222 5 9 
tto,for charge of management —} 5491 17, 33 
2. Bi on —T of the reduction of the national debt -| 51 5824 8 gi 
4 [2097538 tr 
The i interest! on Exchequer bills(B)~ — —} = 4 =] 53822 12 
223IR Tesdes for purposes -appointed by the Parliament of F 
3 Ireland prior to the Union (C.) — = = = [1601313 18 of 
rom Appropriated funds for local Parposes(D. | Gb 4 
4 
EXPENSE WITH Great Britain, 
Civil List, —| - | 146974 7 8 
Pensions — — | 05724 G4 
j é 444471 1.2 
Payments in anticipation of of Exchequer receipt vie 
Bounties — - - 40430 10 
Militia, army of re eserters widehtite, 
88491 4 33 
VIIL. Army.—Ordinary service, viz. 
Regulars, militia, and volunteer corps ==} |1629280 13 
Barracks — — - = =| 297564 6 9 
Staff officers and officers of garrisons -—-| 39542 18 6 
Half-pay officers and reduced chaplains——-| - 34545 12 7 
Officers widows — 6c15 8 
Royal Hospital - — 42189 19 
-vincidental expenses—— 6866 11 6 
2056005 10° 52 
Extraordinary =. = = =| 650000 
Lastly, Vote of credit | 290807 1 
8 


| 

| | 
} 

| 
| 


ix} PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Ir ELAND.—Funded Debt—Int. of Exe. Bills, [x 


(A. 1.) An Account of the Monies paid out of the Receipt of the Exchtquer, in the Year end- 
ing the sth January 1804, towards satisfying the Charge of the Pustic Funpep Dest of 
IRELAND; distinguishing the total Amount of the Sums applied for Interest, Charge of 
Management, and the annual Issue for its Reduction. 


Interest and Annuities Charge 
for Lives and Terms of 
of Years, &c. Management, 
Interest, &c, on the funded debt of Ireland — -—J| 201gqtr 6 | 5491 17 
15491 17 34 
: 2029903 3 4} 

Annual issue for the reduction of the national debt. —~ oo -— — 67635°.8 4 

2097533 tr 83 


(A. 2.) An Account of the total Amount of the Sums actually received by the Commissioners 
for the REpucTION of the NaTIONAL Dest, in the Year ending the sth January 1804. 


In Great Britain. In Ireland. 
£ sei de Wil he 
Appropriation of 1/. per ceot. per annum on loans since 1797 —- — 261133 7 4 94491 16 6 
261133 7 4 | 164377 4 10 
Dividends on capital purchased _ 39944 19 9 50368 16 of 
goro78 7 1 214746 7% 
214746 7k 
515824 8 8h 


(B.) An Account of the INTEREST on EXCHEQUER BILLs, with -the Payments made in the 
Year from the sth January 1803 to the sth January 1804. 


‘ 


There remained unclaimed on the sth January 1803, interest on Exchequer bills f. s a 
4 


Charge for interest—On 29750/. at 6/. per cent. per ann. from 24th £. d. 

June 1802 to the 25th December following 892 
Ditto—On 30000/. at ditto, for one year, to24th June — 1809 0 


Ditto—On 392273/. 6s. 8d. at s/. percent. per ann. from 2gth 


June 1802 to the 25th March 1803 — _ 
Ditto—On 700000/, at ditto, for one yeary to 24th June 1803 - 35000 0 0 


§2402. 15 © 


53751 16 4 
Deduct interest which remained unclaimed on the sth January 130g — — 629 3 4} 
& 
Total of payments for interest on Exchequer bills, in the year to the sth January 180g = = §3122 12 11g 


(C.) An Account of PayMENTs made for Purposes appointed by the PARLIAMENT of 
IRELAND prior to the Union, in the Year ending the sth January 1304. 


Principal of loan debentures or iy 


Discount on prompt payment of loan deposits, &c. 


§ 
1601313 18 of 


For Relief of fuffering loyalists —’ — 3 1% 
Compensation for losses by the Union — ~ — — — — 398634 12 3% 
inland navigations, grant of session 1789 — 400 
Ditto - — grant of session 1798 — — o 
Ditto — — grant of session 1800 — §2323 103 

Principal of Exchequer bilis — 1117023 6 8 


i 
. 
‘ —— 
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| 
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xi] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Ir EL«—=Charges for local Objects—Civ. List—Boumier, [xii 
‘UD. ve Account of Payments from the Funds appropriated for local Purposes in IRELAND, q 


from the sth J anuary patch to the sth Jepuary 


ils, 
manufacture ~ 1568 13- 
Building inns of. court 2690 0 
~Repairs of -the- Royal Exchange buildings (Dublin) 1966 4 if 
Voluntary contributions, repayment of a sum contributed 2 March 1: 1799 125 00 
Fishbouty — — 708 14 of 
19539 3 4 


(E.) An Account of Payments in the Year to the sth Faiany 1804, under the several Heads 
of—Civil List, Pensions, and other Permanent Charges. 


£: Ss. d, 
=Arrear on the-civil list on the sth January 1803 — — 56729 6 5 
for ditto - onthe sth January 1804 — — »145000.0 
‘Deduct arrearion the sth January 180g — — _ 547 54 12 54754 18 
. 
Total of issues to the civil in year to sth = = 7 8 


Pensions = — - 105724 4 4 
Other Viz 


--Poliee establishment — 15743 17 44 
-Anspector-general af prisons — 200 Oo 
‘Fransportation of felons — — -- 562 5 
Amprest-6ffice 3024 0 9 
Secret-service conspiracies | — 6743 19 8 
additional salaries, &c. — 33913 10 11 
Controverted clections — 2103 6 
—————. 191772 9 
444471 1 2 


(F.1.) An Account of the Amount of Bountits. paid out of the Public Revenue, in the Year 


ending the 5th January 18043 being Payments in the Nature and Anticipation of Exchequer | 


Receipt. 
» 
On Irish coarse linen and canvass = 14 44 
Corn, &c. imported 481 2 
Irish cured fish exported 303 19 
Irish coals brdught coastways to. Dublin 28 10 0 
40431 10 10 


An Account of the Amount of PAyMenTs to the MiLiTIA, ARMY of RESERVE, De- 


SERTERS WARRANTS, &c. &c. i in the Year ending the e sth ‘January 1804. 


48059 13 SE 
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PARL, Services, [xiv 


(G.) An Aécount of MontEs paid to the Office of OnpNaNcs, in the Year to the sth 
January 1804. 


Payments to the for grant of 1803 — £.223067 4 4% 


= 
_ (H.) An Account of anaes on Account of His Majesty’s Forces in IRELAND, in the 


ear ending the sth January 1804. 


s d, 
For Regiments of the line -- - — g25588 8 32 
Volunteer corps 8 


Recruiting and contingencies 9 for the la land forces 
Military hospitals and medicaments _ 
Royal military infirmary — — 


Staff officers, and officers of -- 39542 18 
Half-pay officers, and reduced chaplains ee 34545 ¥2 7h 
Royai hospital 42189 19 


Muster-master-general, and other public oie their deputies, clerks, and incidental ¢ expenses -- 6866 1 6 


2056005 10 
650000 0 Oo 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Extraordinaries 


2706005 10 


(I.) An ‘Acoeane, shewing the PayMeENTs in the Year ending the sth January 1804, for 
SERVICES. 


To Stephen Moore, Esq. accountant-general, for his expense and trouble-in pre- > ek 
paring the public accounts laid before Parliament session 1803 — — 340 © O 
° 


ag Smart, Esq: deputy-accountant-general, for the like — 240 oO 
it John Bart. for his attendance, and in the office of 
master of corn bounties — 800 0 o 
Paul Le Bas, examinator of corn for keeping accounts of said 


Robert Marshall, Esq. inspector-gencral of i imports and exerts, for k his expense 

and trouble in preparing accounts of imports and — for acarmae ton for 

one year ending the sth January 1802 -~ — 250 0 oO 
Roger Wetheral, first clerk in the Inspector-general of 1 Linperts, and Exports 

Office, for extra trouble in preparing accounts for Parliament — — 290 0 0 
George Hatton, examinator of sarily for extra trouble and expense in preparing 


accounts for Parliament — 200 0 
Samuel Hood, assistant examinator thelike — 150 0 
Thomas Haffield, clerk in the office of the Auditor of the Basho, | ry for extra 
trouble in ‘preparing accounts for Parliament — 200 0 © @ 
2530 @ 
The expense of civil buildings in Ireland, for one year to the sth January 1803 — 25000 © oO : 
For printing and binding 250 copies of the acts of the 43d Geo. III. — — 900 0 0 
For printing proclamations, &c. in Dublin Gazette, and other newspapers — — 7026 9 10% 
For printing and d stationary for several public offices in Dublin Castle — — 20410 0 0 
For apprehending public offenders in Ireland 2500 
_ For criminal prosecutions and other law proceedings — a — 20000 0 Oo 
For expense of pratique in the port of Dublin _ _ — 1047 10 2 
For working his'Majesty’s gold-mine in the county of Wicklow — — 1784 6 6 
For printing 1500 copies of an index to the actsof the € 3oth and hee of Geo. III. - © @ O 
For building law’ offices 4000 0 O 
84568 6 
“The Board of First Fruits for building new and repairing old churches — -—— 5000 © 0 
For promoting and encouraging the linen and hempen manufacture — — 21600 0 o 
The ecmmissioners for making wide.and convenient streets in Dublin — — 4300 © © 
The corporation, for paving, cleansing, and lighting, the streets of Dublin —- 10000 0 © 
lin for promoting and other usefularts —- — §500 o 
ore, towards completing additional — $500 0 
The Paring Society — — 2000 0 0 
53100 © 


Carried forward =< « ~ 140348 6 63 


| 9191 

En, 
——————— 1629280 13 of 


P ARL. of Credit.—Balances, 


& 
“Brought forward ~ - 
The Incorporated Society for. peomoting English Protestant Schools —- _— 21062 1 
. The Secretary to the Commissioners of Charitable Donations and Bequests — 400 
- The Penitentiary for Young Criminals in Dublin 2200 
The Foundling Hospital in Dublin 17500 
The Hibernian Marine Society — ~~ 2043 
The Hibernian Military School — 4500 
Westmorland Lock Hospital in Du blin 6395 
The Fever Hospital, Dublin a 515 
The House of Industry, Dublin = — 18765 
The Roman Catholic Seminary at youth 8000 
The Society for discountenancing” Vice, and 
_ Practice of the Christian Religion ee 
The Female Orphan House, near Dublin — — 
The Lying-in Hospital, Dulin — — 


Li. oh 
140348 6 


ao 


000 


1000 
978 
2700 


Fi 


86060 17. 3 


226409 3 9h 
Civil contingencies (see account of distribution thereof) 47788 9 6. 


274197 11 3h 


sa ) An Account of the Amount of Payments from the Vore of Crepit, in the Year ending 
the 5th January 1804. 


Amount of payments from vote of credit (see account of distribution erent )- £. 290807 10 11 


An Account of the Casa BALANces in the Hands of the Collectors of Excise and Customs re.» 
spectively § Jan. 1804; and the Amount thereof remaining in their Hands 14 Jan.—as 
returned by the Clerk of the Revenue to the Treasury of Ireland. 


Cash 5 Jan. [ns with Rec. Gen. Acqu® from 5 to1g] Cash remaining | Overpaid by Col- 


1804. 14 Jan, 1804. Jan. 1804. 14 Jan. 1804. 14 Jan. | Net Balance, 


£.187170 | £.119596 4.3 £.36418 8 2 £.50444 5 4 1 £.10288 179 79 


Cash balances in hands of Revenue-collectors 5 Jan. 1804, per Accountant-general’s abstracts — — 189190 
Bills in hands of Receiver-general 14 Jan. 1804 £.107 ge } 

147020 

£.110600 
Acquittanees from 5 to 14 Jan. 1804 ' — 36420 : 
Net cash balances in hands of Revenue-collectors 14 Jan. 1804 pas ee 5 —. 40150 
Of the above bal. there was, in hands of the Coll. in Dublin, 5 Jan. £. 598 10 
And half Bank notes in hands of Receiver-general _- — — 6580 12490 


Remains 27660 


Produce of Revenue, es Week ending 5 Jan. 1804: 


Receivers-general 
Stamps paid to — Revenue-collectors 


£.62800 


reveue the sth January 1804 _£.341060 


Produce of revenue from 2 Jan. 1802 tor Jan. 1803 — £.3348370 
from 2 an.1803 to 5 Jan. 1804 — 3419630 


Decrease to § Jan. 1804 £-429249 
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PARL. p.—Receipts and Issues. [xx 


_ An Abstract of the Receip7s and Issuus of the Treasury in IRELAND, in One 


Linen £2929 13 94) 
mains. mprovin in 491 ‘ 
on™ 24 King's inns _ — 2690 | 73940 16 © 
§th January 1803. ake Exchange and comunerepal buildings 379 
rs Voluntary contributions — 14026 
Consolidated fund — — 


Quit rents — 

| Casualties 

Dismissed colleetors 

Stamps - 

Compensation from bankers in lieu of stamp duties 
Postage 
Duty ¢ on wrought plate — 
Public coal-yards — 
Wool licenses 
4s. tax on salarics and pensions, tothe 25th March apo 
Poundage fee in one year, to the 5th Jan. seg 

Pells fee - - - - - sametime — 

From the com. of the navy in G. Britain, on acc. of adv. made’ by several 
coll. in Ireland, for seamen’s wages, 61082/. 15s. 10d. British _ 
From sundry persons, on further account of rice, Indian corn, &c. sold for | 
account of Government 
From the commissioners of wide streets, interest on 38985/. 19s. 7d. in 

debentures at s/. per cent. per annum for one year and a half, to the 25th 
March 1863, issued to them pursuant to an act of Parliament, 1800 
More interest on 6¢23/ 6s. 8d. in Exchequer bills, at 5/. per cent. per annum, 
for one-year and a quarter, to the 25th March 1803, issued to them 
pursuant to act of Parliament, session 1800 — _ 
From the Barrack-rmuaster-general, the amount of the sale of the building 
and materials of the barrack at Castlereagh, ue i auction ae order of 
Government, in December 1802 _ 
From the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, for the p A as 
chase of the late Parliament House — _— _ 40000 
Gain by exchange on sums received from Great Britain _ —_ 62324 
From Great Britain, being one third of the profit on lotteries for the year 
1803, 117444/ 8s. 11d. British 127231 
From Great Britain, a loan of zoo0e0o/. British, by which a debt i is created 
of 3000000/. British, making 13s. 44. at 3 cent. per 
annum, from sundry dates — — 2166666 
On-debentures at 4/. per cent per annum, , from the seth. May 1801, issued 
to the Barrow navigation, pursuant to act of Parliament,*session 1789 400 
On debentures at 5/. per cent. per annum, from the 16th December 1802, 4 
issued to the Royal Canal Company, to complete 25000/. granted 1798 
On Exchequer bills, at 5/. per cent. per annum, from the 24th June 1803, 
and payable on or before 24th June 1804, issued by virtue of an act of the 
late Irish Parliament, of session 1800, gianting 14100Cc/. to be raised 
for compensation for losses bythe Unin — 300000 
On Excheyuer bills, at 4/. per cent. per annum, from 24th ] Tébe 1803, and 
payable on or before 24th June 1804, issued by virtue of an act of the late 
Irish Parliament, 1800, granting scoooo/. for inland navigations 206000 
On Exchequer bills, at £/. per cent. per ann. from 24th June 1803, and pay- 
able 24th June 1804, issued to renew a like sum in possession of the Bank | 600000 
On:Exchequer bills, at g/. per cent. per ann. from 24th July 1803, and pay- 
able 24th July 1804, issued to renew a like sum in possession of the Bank | 100000 
On. Exchequer bills, at 57 per cent. per annum, from 1st August 1803, and 
payable 1804, pursuant to 43d Geo. IIL. cap. 114 00000 


69749874 


Lagan navigation _-_ — 997 
Improving Dablin 10661 
King’s inns _ 1500° 
Royal Exehange and. cérhmerctat at uildings 1585 
Fist bounty — 6500 
Piesbyterian ministers 4452 


25698 
8034040 


Pld ddl 


— 


PLE 


PEP 


oo 


Consolidated Fund. 


RECEIPTS. 


| 
Y 
1028467 18 «il 
| 
8 
13 
| i 
i 
| 9 
| 19 
9 
19 
H ° 
6 
19 o| | 
| 9 
{ 
9 4 
19 6 
9 8 
13 4 
| 
i 
ij 
© 0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
° 
< 8 . 
Grand ‘total 4 ; 
5 


sexi] PARL. and Issues. 


Year, from sth January 1803 to the sth January 1804: together with the Remains. 


s. d 


Civil list - 
Pensions 

f Public infirmaries 

Public coal-yards 

Army baggage 

Lottery expenses 

Police establishment 
Inspector-general of prisons 
Transportation of felons 
Fees on auditing T accounts. 
imprest office 
Secret service in detecting treasonable conspiracies 
Annuities and compensation allowances 
Judges additional salaries, 
Disembodied militia — 
Controverte:l elections 
| Prizage = 
f Army, including garrisons and their incidents 
General officers and medical staff _ 
Muster-master-general, &c. — 
Recruiting and contingencies _ 
Half-pay officers and reduced chaplains 
Officers widows 
Barrack department 
Royal hospital 

Military and ral military infrmaty 
Militia 

Army extraordinaries 
Vote of credit 


blic offices, for several services 
4% | Public hospitals and schools 
Miscellaneous services _ 


| Public boards 
Civil contingencies 


Discount on prompt of loan 
Relief of loyalists = — 
Compensation for losses by the Union _ 
Inland navigations, grant of session 1789 
Ditto - - = - grant of session 1798 
Ditto - - - of 1800 
Lottery prizes 
Principal of Exchequer or bills) - 
Principal of loan debentures —_ 
Interest, annuities, and management of funded de’ 
Sinking fund and management — 

. Interest on Exchequer bills 


Am. 


Permanent Pacliament. Payments. 


Consolidated Fund. 
Military Purposes. 


men — — 

Lagan navigation _ 

Improving Dublin 


Appropriated 
Funds. 


Voluntary contributions 
LFish bounty 


Remains Lagan navigation 997 
~ | Improving Dublin 2096 
< King’s inns 1500 
i, Voluntary contributions 13901 
Fish bounty — 579% 
Presbyterian ministers 4452 


on 


Appropriated 


§th January 1804. 


ba 


— 


3225 
6334 
15836 
3815 
15743 
200 
562 
1954 
3024 
6743 
88790 
33913 
1227 
2103 
8247 


COM O18 


146974 
105724 


1191772 9 1 


933280 
31843 
6866 
16959 
34545 
6015 
223067 
297554 
42189 


494351 
172433 
650000 
290807 


19954 1 


10 


25 80 
86060 
84668 
53100 
47788 


17 


3219880 § g 


274197 11 


9749 
10478 
398634 
400 
11000 
52323 
1305 
1117023 
400 
1671724 
425813 


+e 


1568 
1997 
10483 
2690 
1966 
125 
708 


3751975 
7690524 


» 
THO 


30099 


293877 


19539 
7710063 


| 


323976 


£. 8034040 47 


= 
° 
10 
64 
| 73 
1 | | 43 
4 10} 
9 
| 
10 II 
Il 4 
1 | 4 6 . 
8 54 
7 94 
19 © 
6 
19 109 
12 7% 
4 8 8 
43] 
| 94 
q I 
ia 6 34 
a ° 
= 
=f 
| 
17 
14 
8 
13 
10 
I 
° 
| Royal Exchange and commercial buildings 4 
3 4 
Mmm 15 


xxiii) _PARL. Debt. fale 


An Account of the pusire FUNDED Dest of Ireland, as the same stood on the sth of January 
the different Funds in which itis invested—the Amount of the Capital Stock of each Fund i 
“Dublin respectively—the Charge of Management—and the Ann Charge for the Reduction | 


Payable in DUBLIN : Payable in | 


A A 


By what Acts created. per sf. per Cent. | 3/. per Cent. | 3. per Cent, | 
per Ann. |Consol. Ann.! Red. Ann, 
(British Cur-|(Britith Cur-|(British Cur. | 


per Ann. rency). rency), rency). 


£. 


265000) 
175000 
300000 


@3 Geo. IIT. 

15 Geo, III. 

17 Geo, III. 

25 Geo. IIT. 

27 Geo. III. 

28 Geo, III. 

2, 29, and 31 Geo, III, 
33 Geo, JIL. 
Vote of Credit, 11 June 17 
34 Geo. III, 1029650) 
35 Geo. III. 1591666 
36. Geo. IIT. 640000 
Vote of Credit, 18 ay 1796 32 5000 
37 Geo. IIL. 2018700 
38 Geo, III, 3424476 
39 261000 
40Geo, I. — 46666606)) 
41 Geo. 2750319 
42 Geo, III, _ 37916661] 1770232 
43 Geo. WII, 2166666 


200000} 
918240 
174600 
200000 
3] 150000 


= 
an 


3 


Bank oF IRELAND. 


22 and 37 Geo, III. —]}] 600000 600000 
37 Geo. III. 500000 


31148652]| 2888472 10229919]| 1900000 468 so000 
Irish 

Currency : 2 

2058333 see 6 


N.B, For want pons A room, the shillingsy pence, and farthirg sy ~ Total Principal Debt, cn the sth 
are left out all shrough this account, 


{ 
| 
| 
hh 
if poo 
DOO 
| 06600 | 1200000 
| | 600600 | 1600000 
{ } 
| 
| 
8258750 
Currency: 
8945979 


xxv) Debte [xxvi 


3804; distinguishing the Years in which each Part thereof was created; distinguishing also 
the ops — and Annuities, and the several Portions thereof payable in London and 
of the said Debt. 


Annual Charge for Redempti 
LONDON: of National Debt, 


Annuities} c AN 

on Lives 

or Terms Pursuant to Act 
| Cent. of Years, |] 37Geo. | 
Consol. Ann. for Redemption| 


thea | 
| (British Cur.) of Debt then 


£. 


(LifeAnnuities) 


(Expired Ann.) 


232747 
271175 
227050 
144896 
143208 
104000 


— 30000 
_ 25000) 48 125 
2326 


— 


139250 300000 1351077 373312 2147050 
Trish Trish - 
Currency : Currency : 

150854 32 
150054 
8946979 
18254166 


Bosse “ * Management on so much of the debt payable in Dublin 


174600 as has been converted into stock, transferable at the Bank of 
2888472 Ireland. The remainder is net chargeable with manage- 
ment. 


January 1804 — |£-43019325 


y 
on 
| 
Total 
of 
Annual 
Expense. 
15900 : 
| 10500) 715 || — — 49615 
22500 
69845 — ~- — 6984 
$1482] 10296] 346 62125 
79583) 18058 | 653 - —-|- - 98295 
} 48250 23437 | 321% oe oe 72008 
130062} 5281 | 1340 67635 38714 243034 
5326 | 1862 64466 304402 
2421 - 76875 350478 
1469 — 59016 287535 
93 - — 47598 194588 
1209 46294 1g07If 
| 1638 — 35346 147936 
| 
| 


} 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


xxvii] 


‘An Account of the Unrunpep Dest of awp, and Demands outstanding, on the 
January 1804; under the Heads of Loan Debentures, Exchequer Bills, Lottery Pri 
and Loan from Great Britain for paying the Prizes of the Irish Lotteries of 1801 : 
tinguishing under each Head respectively, the Particulars of which such Debt or Demand 


PARL. Debt. 


[xxvlit 
sth 


dis. 


consisted, and also what Part of the said Debt or Demand was then provided for, and in 
what Manner, and what Part thereof was unprovided for. 


Residue of the debentures bearing 4/.per| £. s. s dl 5.4, 
cent. interest to the year 1788, pro- 
vided for by 27 and 28 Geo. IIT. but \ 
not claimed by the proprietors ; viz. 
Old loan - - . cone 275 0 © 
Loan by lottery 178 - - — 1250 0 0 
Loan by lottery 1781 750 0 O 
(‘)2275 0 6 
Exchequer Bills: ~ 
Outstanding Exchequer bills, provided for 
by several acts of Parliament, but not 
imed by the proprietors; viz. 
Payable 24 June - 1783 - - 8 6 8 
24 June - 1790 so 0 O 
24 June - 179t - - 100 
24 June - 1795 - - 300 0 O 
25 Decem' 1798 - - 400 0 0 
24June- 150 0 0 
25 March 1802 - 100 0 
24 June - 1802 - - 150 0 Q 
25 March 1803 - - | 12750 0 Q } 
(?)14008 6 
Exchequer Bills not in Course of Payment till | 
after 5th Fanuary 1804. 
38 Geo. III. payable 25 March 1806 (*) | 30000 0 © 
40 Geo. III. payable 24 June 1804 (*) [600000 
40 Geo. III. payable 24 July 1804 (*) jr00000 0 
40 Geo. III. payable 24 fune 1804 ~- |300000 0 o} 
40 Geo. payable 24 June 1804 - |200G00 0 
43 Geo. III. payable 31 July 1804 ~- |s00000 9 0 
1730000 O 
1744008 6 8 
Lottery Prizes: 
Outstanding lottery prizes of the several lotteries, from the year 1782 to 
the year 1801 - - - 28676 0 
Loan from Great Britain, for paying the prizes of the irish lotteries of 1801 | 2ggo000 0 0 
Total - j2073959 6 8 


(*) Provision has been made for these sums by several acts of Parliament. 


(°) To be provided for by the Grand Canal 


ompany, to whom they were issued. 


(*) Have been for some years past replaced from ycar to year by other Exchequer bills 


__toasimilaramount. _ 
The remaining sums to be provided 


for, 


| 
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PARL. Accounts. 


&xxi] 
_ An Account, shewing how the Montes granted for the Service of the Year 1803, for TRELAND, 
have been no of, stated in Irish Curreney. 
SERVICE. Sums granted. Sums paid, Remains, ‘ 
Forces : £. « 4) -2. 
Army, with garrifons and their incidents— 3 8 | 933280 7 93) 66722 151 
Recruiting and contingencies for the land forces —— 101119 15 16959 19 10%] 84159 16 
General and staff officers, and officers of the hospitals —] 318 55 8 g 33°43 19 0 II 9 9g 
Muster-master-gen, and other officers of public departments] 7359 10 10 6866 11 6 492 1904 
Half-pay officers and reduced —| 66248 9 34545 12 73] 32702 19 
Widows of officers _ — —| 6500 © o 6015 8 8 484 11 4 
Volunteer corps, cavalry and infantry - - —| 172433 6 8] 172433 6 8 
Barrack department —_ | 297570 16 10 | 297564 6 9 6 10 
Hospital contingencies and royal military infirmary —| 20000 0 © 19954 Ir 31 45 8 of 
Royal hospital, Kilmainham ie —| 49104 0 42189 19 34] 6914 1 1 
Embodied militia and contingencies — 529579 12 494351 6 35] 35228 6 3 
Extraordinaries for the army a — —| 650000 © ©] 650009 o o 
Vote of credit — —| 541666 13 4 | 290807 10 2 ¢ 
Office of orduance —| 223067 4 4§| 223067 4 4% 
Public Officers ‘fee several & Services: 
Accountant-general — 340 O 340 0 © 
Deputy-accouutant-general 240 0 0 240 0 0 
Pay master of corn bounties 800 © o 800 
Examinator of corn bounties — 209 0 200 0 
Inspector general of imports and exports - _ 250 © o 250 0 oO 
First clerk to ditto — 200 0 © 200 © 
Examinator of excise 200 © o 200 0 
Assisiant examinator of excise 159 © © 150 © O 
Clerk in the office of the Auditor of the Exchequer —| 200 0 o 200 © Oo 
Miscellancous Services : ‘ 
Civil buildings — 25000 © 25000 © 
Printing and binding 250 acts of 434 Geo, goo © 900 © 
Printing proclanvations, &c. in Dublin Gazerte, &e, 7926 9 7926 9 105 
Printing and stationary for mnie offices in Dublin Castle | 20g10 © oO | 20410 0 © 
‘Treasury incidents — —| 2000 © o 2600 0 
Apprehending public offenders —} 2500 © o 2500 6 
Criminal prosecutions and other law procecdings —]} 20000 © of 20000 © o 
Expense of pratique in the port of Dublin == — 1047 10 2 1047 10 2 
Working his Maje:ty’s gold mine in the county of Wicklow 1784 6 6 1784 6 6 
Printing 1 500 Index to acts and Geo. — giz to of = 10 a 
_ Building law offices —| 4000 © o 4000 0 Oo 
Civib contingencies —| 54166 13 4] 47788 7 6] 6378 510 
Public 
“Board of First Fruits for building and ¢ churches 0 0 5000 @ 
Linen and hempen manufacture _ —| 21600 o 21609 0 o 
Commissioners for making convenient streets in in Dublin —| 4500 0 oO 4500 0 O 
The Corporation for paving, &c. the streets ef Dublin —] 0000 10000 0 
The Dublin Society for promoting hushandry and other arts} 5300 © © 5500 0 © 
More towards completing additional buildings at their Re- 
pository and Botanic Garden —| 4300 © Oo 4500 0 
Farming Society os —} 2000 © o 2000 © Oo 
"Public Hospitals and : 
Incorporated Society for promoting English Protestant Schools] 21062 16 2| 21062 16 2 
Secre. to Commissioners of Charitable Donations and Bequests 0 0 
Penitentiary for young Criminals in Dublin —| 2200 © 2200 
Foundling Hospital in Dublin 17500 0 O| 17500 0 © 
Hiberman Marine Society — — —|- 2043 14 9 2043 14 9 
Hibernian Military School —| 4500 © 4500 0 
Westmorland Lock Hospital, Dublin — 6395 0 0 6395 © 
Fever Hospital, Dublin — 9 sis, 
House of Industry, Datlin — —| 18765 5 12 18765 5 1 
Roman Catholic Seminary at Maynooth — —| §8o0c 0 o 8000 0 © 
Society for discountenancing Vice —| 0 oO 1000 6 
Female Orphan House near Dublin = — ~ _ 973 12 0 978 12 © 
Lying-in Hospital, Dublin — — —_ —| 2700 a o 2700 0 O 
3977396 12 © 13494077 27 0348331814 
£ |4363646 12 © 13867577 17 081496068 14 


if | 

| | 

| | 

| | 

| 

| 
| | 
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An Abstract, shewin 


1804: with an EsTiMATE of 
annually. 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Great Taxes, 


FUNDED DrsT of IRELAND, since the Union to the sth of January 1804; 
Cuarces thereon; and the Produce of the Tax8s imposed, 


the Amount.of Sums raised, and the Increase thereby of the PUBLIC 


the Amount of 


for. the Year ended sth of Jan, 
any further Produce of the said Taxes that may be expected 


—— 


Amount of Sums raised 
from 1st January 1801, 
to gth Jan. 1804. 


Capital created from 
ist Jan, 1801, to 
sth Jan. 1804: 


Amount of Charges from 
1st Jan, 1801, to 
5th Jan. 1804. 


Produce of Taxes imposed” 
for defraying Charges for 

Year ending sth Jane 
1804. 


£87085 52 


£.12879968 


£.533236 


a 


Annual surplus of taxes — 


—Note.—The ta.es imposed in session 1803 yook place from 14th July 1803; and if 
the produce for 12 months be estimated at double the produce from 14th July to sth 
Jan. an additional sum is to be estimated for the annual produce of taxes of 1803, of — 


Total annual produce 
Amount of charges 


orl 


£.484540 


247406 
732046 
533236 


198810 


Note.—The produce stated is exclusive of produce of stock on hand.—The public accounts being stated ia Irish 
money, the above account is stated in Irish money likewise —Joun SMITH. 


An Account of IkRIsH MANUFACTURED LiNneENS exported, from the Union to the sth Jan. 
1804; distinguishing each Year.—Dated Inspector General’s Office, 13th April 1804. 


Cambrick — — Yards. 
Plain — — — Yards 
— — Yards 


Linen 


Coloured 


Years ended sth January 
A. 


1802. | 


1803.’ 1804. 


1672 
37767077 
142853 


35491131 


37432365) 


| 
120879" 137489. 


= 
Account of the Produce of the PERMANENT Taxes in GreaT Britain, in the Years ending 


the sth Jan. 1803, and sth Jan. 1804, respectively.—Dated 27th April 1804. 


Additional duty on malt — 
Duty on tobacco — - 
Total of duties, pro anno 1793 
Ditto — 1794 


— 


Add proportionate part of sugar, now an 


Total of duties, pro anno 1795 
Ditto — 1796 
Ditto — 


— 
17938 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 

1803 


. Total of duties, pro anno 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Amount of custom duties outstanding 
Dito — excise — ditto 


the year 1802, 
VoL. II,— Appendix, 


nually granted 


-Torats. 
Total of customs, excise, stamps, and incidents, prior to the year 1793 
Add proportionate part of sugar, now annually granted 


dite — 
ditto — 


7 
Add proportionate part of sugar, now annually granted 


Mem.-—The computation of the excise duties in Scotland not 
having been received, their amount is included in the consolidated 
excise, except the articles of wines, British and foreign spirits, 
and salt, which are apportioned in the same proportions as in 


In the Years ended 
sth January 1803. 


5th January 1804. 


12084333 
2055803 
842830 
442922 
310412 
996688 
444498 
1473577 
1376892 
2761616 
416716 
683757 
133689 
69745! 
1739753 
1957349 


Bi. & 
11925320 
1792846 
314396 
451940 O 
321280 
832477 
387642 
1546315 7 
1429797 
2603065 
363414 
708945 3 
103128 
821309 
1850377 


i. 
16 


Nn 
Ob wn 


00 


103] 
139436 1 


28209286 


° 
7 
4584445 7 
7 


30676141 


14 


3057486 


997903 


1003609 7 


15 6} 4163757 


4055389 
28209286 


16 6| 5167367 4 8% 
2 8 103 


32264675 18 35843508 


| 
af | 
| 
i | 
= 
a 
nid a. 
| 
| | 
| ° : 
1 44 
| oF 
| | 
19 10 3 
| 
| —| 16 10% 
| 


PARL: ACCOUNTS:Gh Tater! 


> 


HE 6 | 6 SE gr | Fo | — SMoputA pve | 
“1p se ouue Aynp yo suidins ayy soye ‘pareprposuo saiimp durerg 
Bor gr |. 1. ghzgbtt 1 Eg6069 | 46 J—- _— fogr Ainf 
wor {gg “de> aoe Aq sad yooSzg Burasasos 
‘ 


| 
| 

| 

| 

: 

| | 

| 

i 

| 

| 

il | 7 


« 


(xxxviii 


Br S — | fer 
Ir Zr SSESfg Fir z gl6gSe = — — Zurddigs pure spoogy 
a 
| zpGgoif jf gr ozztSS | $11 91 — — wins vo Ang 


00469192 ar 9 Sx | 6 & 


© oofdgr © 0 ooSzg — ‘deo ase sad saisenb sad -700$zg payeprjosuag 


ONNY OUd STLAG 


fe of 98565 $b 9 $1 | 6 6 


g 96457 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.—G BAT Barrary.—Permanent Taxes. 
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 PARL., ACCOUNTS.—Great Brrrarn.—Produce of Duties, ce, td 


An Account of the Net Propuce of the several Dutizs imposed by the Acts 43 Geo. i894 


cap. 70, 81, and 1225 from their Commencement to the sth of April 1804; distinguishing — 


Quarter. 
; IN THE QUARTERS ENDED 
By Acts | TOTAL, 
toth Oct. 1803 | sth Jan. 1804. | sth April 1804. 
43 Geo. 3. os 
Cap. 70 | Dutyon goods and shipping} 198640 18 377738 11 2| 258976 2 1991] 835355 12 
----malt - - - 394 © © | 232000 © Of 499051 © © }| 731445 © 9 
wine - - = | 57886 Of} 82213 © 115625 © |] 255724 0 9 
100 © 1009 0 © 1241 0 06 
ap - - - British spirits - | 38335 © c | 66415 © 0} 207135 © © || 31188 9 
|--- - foreign ditto - {120505 0 0 | 157960 © Oo} 171730 © 450195 0 0 
Cap. | property - - | = — =| 16917 13 0} 346960 © © || 363877 13 0 
£. 631705 18 991242966 4 2|18666497 2 3741319 


An Estimate of the Duty on Property, due and outstanding on the sth April 1804: so far 
as the same can be made up.—Dated Office of Taxes, 24th July 1804. 


An estimate of the produce of the property tax, from returns received at this office - = 4123748 
Ditto, from 28 districts in England, and the whole duty from Scotland, not returned to this 

office ; estimated proportionally to the produce of the income tax in the same districts - 836565 

4960310 

Deduct, probable charges at 637. in the pound 134342 

4825968 

Paid into the Exchequer uptothe 5thofApril 1804 - - = - = = = 338877 

£.4487091 


Due and outstanding on 


Silver Monies coined; from 18th March 1797 to the 31st December 1803: specifying the 
Dates when the Bullion was received.—Dated Mint Office, asth June 1804. 


' An Account of the Sirver Buttion imported into His Majesty’s Mint, and the Amount of 
| 


| No other silver monies coined at the Mint have been delivered within the period of this Account.—The 
 goinage of rhe silver bullion imported in 1798 was suspended on the 9th May of that year, by a verbal order 

of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council, appointed to take inte consideration the state of the coinj L 
and subsequently by an act of Parliament (38 Geo. UJ. ch. 59), 


i Silver Bullion imported. Silver Monies coined, 
H Date. ~ Standard Weight. Value. Small Silver Monies; consisting of Penny, Two- 
1798. Ibs. oz. dw. gr. penny, Threepenny, and Fourpenny Pieces 
} April 4. ~ 88119 © o vided for His Majesty’s Maundy. 
13 3092.3 9g at 
May 1. 2411 411 14 
1 8. 370 22 
9895 7 223 30676 7 Totalamountcoined = £.278 8 0 
| 


: 


cooonk 


sli] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Great Brrrars—Board of Agriculture. 


An Account of the Inepme and Expenditure of the Boarp of AGRICULTURE), for two Years, — 
from March 1802 to March 1804. : 


CHARGE. £. 
To cash received, per the Rings warrant, in of votes from the House of. 
for 1802 and 1803 - €000 
DISCHARGE. 8 Se d. £. a 
intin - - 1802 = = 2618 6]. 
872 15 
Maps, engravings, &c. - 1802 = 32.13 
Salaries to the officers, 4 quarters, at the rate of ‘ 
/To the secretaty - = -400 per ann, 
Under-secretary ~ 200 
Chief clerk- = 190 
Second D® ‘80 
870 0 o 
D°, 3 quarters to athird at - D° 37 10 
907 10 
D°, 4 quarters to 2 secretaries and2clerks 1803 — <870 0 o 
19777 10 
Stationery - - - 1802 = 5110 7 
Dp - ~ 1803 = 64 4 8 
115 3 
Booksandbinding - 1802 = 132 a 8 
Do = = = = = = 1803 = = 17 9 
} 140 18 § 
Repairsandfurniture - - - = = 1802 = {3 
- - 1803 = 28 8 8 
113 14 10 
= = 1803 = = 8416 o 
169 12 
“Surveys = = = = 1802 =~ = (400 0 © 
- - - - 1803 = 150 0 © 
550 © 
p° - = 1803 102 2 8 
Pri of ‘the from the , 
’ Prize essays, in consequence the requisition from the 
Medals, distributed - 1803 - 2916 9 
Seeds, implements, and models - 1802 41 8 
90 6 
90° 3 7 
Lectures on the application of to 1803 - 6 
Miscellaneous articles 1802 (164 4 4 
297 12 
—————!£..6000 


= 


(A.) An Account of the Amount of the ExcHEQuER Britis inthe Hands of the Bank, at the fol- 
lowing Periods—Dated Bank of England, 26th April 1804. 


April 18th, 1798 a 8005000 
D° 1799 - = 10017000 
1800 = 10448500 
D° — 1801 9996000 


April 18th, 1802 
1803 
D° 1804 


- 


— 


N. B. Any Exchequer bills which may have been purchased in the market by the Bank, are, of course, 
hot included in the foregoing Account.: : 
By This is the account referred to at the foot of the following page. 


(| 
ing 
far 
748 
565 
310 
342 
968 
877 
91 
— 
NO- 
| 
9371000 
8033000 
‘he 
der 
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Account. of the Amount ‘of the outstanding on the r8th of A 
were sepaxately and distinguishing the Amount in the Hand? 
EXCHEQUER BILLS 
By Act | Ca granted. 
Forthe Geo. R$ P Charged upon 
3795.| —— 35] 21 Supplies, 1796. ~ 
1796 38 | 32 2g00000 Supplies, 1797 
1797} fF 2 2000000 615 4s, aid, anno 
759000, 4 Annual duty on malt, anna 1907. 

87938 | — 5 |p #090000 || 62% 4s, aid, anno 1798 
+ 750009 Annual malt duty, anno 198 
| 8 30990000 Loan, anno 1798 
pe 2Q |}. 3900000 Ditto — ditto 

99 Supplies, anno 1799 = 
D iw 4 84 1750000 A.ct for raising an aid and the wary anno 
3500090 Supplies, anno 179g — 

3799); 2090090 |/ Act for granting annual duties.ion malt, and tobacce 
mi 2 %§0000 Annual malt duty, anno 1799 
18 |} 38.0000 |} Loan, anno 1799 — 

33 T§00090 _ || Income duty, anno 1799 
pm 414 20090009 Surplus of consolidated fund — 

} 6 || Ineome duty, anno 1799 
Ey 6 |} 1£e0009 Exports and imports for the year 179 

3800 |} 39 3 |} 29000¢0 Annual duties on sugar, malt, and tobacco, ~ 
D° |Sess® 2 750040 Annual duty on malt, anno 1800 
4 |) 2500000 Loan, anno 1820 
— . f 28 |} 3@00090 Ace for tenewal of Bank int,. 5 Ap, 1806) 
33, || Aids or supplies,.anno 2800 
D° 4 39.404 103 Supplies, anno 1801 — _ 

2009009 || Annual duties an sugar,’ malt, and tobacco, 1802 — 
750999 Anpual duty on malt, 1805 _ 
pe 3500000 Loan, amio 1801 ~ 

— 2000Q90 Anoual duties on sugar, malt, and. tobacgo, 1892 
rit 750000 Annual malt duty, anno 1802 _ sao om 

‘y03 | — 2000000 Annual duties an sugar, malt, and tobacco, 1803 _ 

D° 750000 ‘Annual malt duty, 1803 
ff Aids or supplies, anno 1803 
| — 43 4000000 Supplies, anna 1804 — 

#590990 | — Dito . = 
vier Aids or supplies, anno 1803 
oe 2000090 Annyal duties on sugar, malty and tobacco, 1804 Pe 
“44 16 7 50000 Annual malt duty, 1804 
1§ 5000090 Aids or supplies, anno 1804 - 


. 
‘ 


PARE: ACCOUNTS. Exchequer Bills, 
Years 2498, 1759, 1860, 1802; 1803, ahd 1804 : Futids on which 
Baik at each of those Periods —Dated Bxchedutt, April 
EXCHEQUER BELLS 4 
Outstanding on the 18th Days of April- 
on = ~ 
x798. | 1799. 1800. | 1802. 1803. | 1804. 
45400 an q — ~~ 
750800 75000 F 498K. — 
) = 2060000 3000000 3000000 3000000 | 3000000" 
— ok 2000000 — 
é ~ 4982700 504300 
| 18395715 24990600 25329800 26385800 19356209 25121900 
8a05000 10017000 | 9996090 | g871000, 4609000 8033000" 


| 
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An Account.of all subsisting Pensions granted by the Crown, during Pleasure or otherwise, 
‘and payable at the Exchequer: specifying the Amount of such Pensions respectively, and the 
Times when, and the Persons to whom, and for whose Benefit, such Pensions were granted, 


~~ —Dated Treasury Chambers, 7th’May 1804. 


Pensions formerly — by the Paymaster of 
ensions.: 
Pensions 

. 

Andrews, Catharine (now Nott) 100 
Armold, Margaret 500 0 
Brudenell, Robert — 
- Brudenburgh, Dorothy — 40 0 
Barlow, Sophia 50 
Barlow, Maria 5° 0 
Barlow; Louisa 5° 
Barlow, Catharine — 50 
Buckworth, fohn ~ 13I 0 
Bishopp, C Thomas 400 0 
Balcarres, Earlof . — 300 0 
Brudenell, Augusta) 13r 0 
Chamberlayne, Betty Clerk 66 13 


Cowper, Sp. Represent® of, for the 
his daughter Jane Cowper 

Cressener, Elizabeth 

Colebrook, Dame Mary 


©200000000000 #0000000000008 


° 
° 
° 
Clarkey Frances 100 0 
Corbett, Major Moses 250 0 
‘Dent, Catharine, widow 80 
Dent, Catharine, spinster en) 
Dent, Sophia — ~ 30 «0 
Dent, Caroline _ 30 0 
Dent, . Cotton 30 
Dutton, Patentia _ 13r. 0 
Dunmore, Countess of — — 400-0 0} 
Elliott, R. in trust for Eleanor Eden, now 
Lady Auckland _ _ 796 0 Oo 
Foldesey, Michael -49 0 0 
Fauquier, Francis _ 309 0 Oo 


Falkland, Ld. and J. Law, in trust for the 2 
daughters of the lateCol.Carey, roo/, each 200 
Faucett, Susanna, during the lives of her 2 


° 


Lausac, Henrietta. 
Laurenzie, Ernestine 
Laye Anh — 
Meuron, Susan de 


daughters  — 400 09 © 
Gardener, Charlotte 65 o 
Howard, Lady Mary — — 1150 0 © 
Howard, Lady Elizabeth — 1599 
Hope, Henry — 200 0 0 
Hill, Frances — 80 © o 
Harnage, Dorothea _ —_ 20 0 0 
Harnage, Ann _ 20 0 
Harnage, Mercy 20 0 0 
Harnage, Mary 20 0 0 
Jenkinson, Elizabeth (now Cornwall) 250 © Oo 
jean, Thomas — 

nox, Letitia 600 


° 
eoo0000 
cooooo 


Middleton, Elizabeth — 195 
Onslow, A. in trust for Poley, George, 
. Walton, and Arthur Onslow — 300 0 0 
O’Hara, Jemima — 100 0 
Popham, Catharine — 0 0 
‘ Peyton, Sir Yelverton — — 259 0 0 
Porten, Mary _ — joo oo 
Pownall, Mary 600 0 Oo 
Palmer, Wm. Finch, in trust for the Hon. 


° 
oo. 


Randall, Susanna, Martha, and Elizabeth 50 0 


4 


Alt, Christina _ 50 
Alt, Henrietta 50 0 
Alt, Maria — 50 
Audley, Lord _ — 500 0 
Broughton, Bryan ~ — Ioo 
Bradshaw, Lawrence — _ 100 0 
Bradshaw, Augustus Hill — 100 0 
Bliss, Jonathan 150 0 
Bowlby, Lady Mary — — 200 0 
Beawes, Mercy . 100 
Cawthorne, — 100 0 
Clarke, Harley 4o 0 
Cockburne, Dame Augusta Ann — 600 9° 
Chambers, Frances 18 18 
Delaval, Edward Hussey — joo o 
Dodd, Jobn — I 5° ° 
Durant, William — _ 54 12 
Davies, Henry 470 0 
Davies, Esther qo 
Faddy, Peter 50 0 
Forbes, Lucy — 20 0 
Finch, Ann 50 0 
Fawkener, Elizabeth 200 0 
Goldie, Sophia 100 0 
| Gower, Countess (March* of Stafford) 300 0 
Green, John 200 0 
Gunn, Ann — 20 0 
Guy, John — 160 0 
Hay, Elizabeth 25 0 
Hamilton, -James 200 0 

° 

° 

° 


Pensions 
Names. per Annum, 
£ 
Renard, Louis Peter 200 
Rochford, Earl of _ — 1000 0 g 
Salgas, Maria, Louisa, and Rose — 60.00 
Schaw, James 150 0 9 
Skinner, Hester 0 0 
Smith, John 0 0 
Serle, Amb. (for 31 years) gth July 

3976) o~ 
- Ditto — 131 14 0 
Swanton, Emma _ 300 
Sussex, Lord, representatives of, and Robt. 

Burton, in trust for Mrs. Durell 500 0 oO 
St. John, Henry 131 0 
Thomas, Gertrude — 100 00 
Vernon, Charles 300 0 
Wettestein, L. in trust for Sir L. Schaub’s 

daughters 200 0 0 
Willis, James 150 0 
Williams, Charles 263 0 0 
Yates, Lady 250 0 


In lieu of Apartments at Somerset Place. 


Burdon, Elizabeth 33 15 “0 
Freemantle, Maria 
Holt, Jase — 33 15 


Pensions formerly paid at the Treasury. 


en Rev. Thomas 
elly, Elizabeth 
Kelynge, James 
Kilshaw, Rev. Richard 
Lind, Maria Henrietta 
Lind, Mary 


8S 


| 

| 
| 

| 
| 


coocooo RF 


ooo 


eo 


xlix] 
Pensions 
Names. per Annum. 
£. d. 
Lloyd, Ann, spinster 59 0 O 
Lennox, Alexander 0 O 
Lake, Ann 50 0 
Lind, Laetitia _ 0 Oo 
Mayor, John _ _ 650 0 oO 
Morrison, Mary — 300 0 
Macdonald, Roderick 18 18 
Mein, John — — 200 0 
Maclean, Col. Allen, in trust for Mrs. 

Hawkins’s children — 50 0 O 
Machié, Charlotte — 25 6 © 
Nicolaides, Stephanus 80 c o 
Otway, Meliora 100 0 oO 
Petch, Mary — 80 0 oO 
Pirard, Francis go 0 
Planta, Joseph — .120 0 0 
Richmond, Robert 40 0 0 
Ramus, George 200 0 0 
Roche, Elizabeth 50 0 O 
Speer, William _ — 200 0 © 
Speed, Mary Ann os — 100 0 o 
Stonehewer, Richard — 600 o 
Smith, Frances, Richmond — 
Villion, Elizabeth _ 100 9 Oo 
Watson, Elizabeth 20 0 
Whitefoord, Caleb — 200 © 
Williams, Lieut. William 100 O 
Watkins, John ~ — 150 0 o 


Pensions to the late Queen Caroline’s Servants. 
Alms-house at Hanover — 
Gibson, George _ 
Pensions tothe late Princess of Wales’s Servants. 
Bridge, William 
Brett, William 
Bowlby, Lady Mary 
Bulley, John — 
Cadman, Richard 
Cameron, Dougald 


w 


6 

° 

° 

° 

° 

Dalton, Thomas 30 ° 
Duval, Philip 250 ° 
Davies, Jane 10 ° 
Evelyn, Augusta (now Mrs, Jenkins) 412 ° 
Egerton, Uriana Margaret ood 372 10 0 
Egerton, Mary 131.10 0 
Griffiths, John 200 0 O 
Heineker, D. (now Mrs. Munro) — 121 13 0 
Harris, John — 42 15 
Hutchinson, Thomas — 39 0 0 
Hamilton, P. (now Lady Fust) — 3L 10 0 
Irby, A. G. E. (now Lady Walsingham) 372 10 0 
Ludby, Edward, for Edward Godfrey To Oo 0 
Maitland, Hon. Alexander — 209 0 0 
Muller, Christopher 25 4 0 
Newton, Sarah 50 09 0 


PARL, ACCOUNTS.—Great Batrain.—Pensions. 


Pensions 
ames. per Annunt. 
4 
Neville, Catharine 372 10 
Nicholai, Christopher —. — 137310 0 
Paschall, Ann Elizabeth — 210 0 
Ramus, Charles 28 10 
Rushton, Henry 52 14 6 
Rushton, James 19 9 6 
Ritso, George _ 50 0 
Scort, William —- 475 0 o 
Schawer, John 39 Oo O 
Scott, Henrietta 1212 0 
Thomas, Charles Nassau 131 10 
Viney, Walter 42 15 o 
White, Peggy 212 6 
Watts, William 300 0 
Ditto - 80 0 o 
Pensions by Sign Manual. 
Date of Pension 
Sign Manual, 
20 July 1793, Antrobus Ed. and Coutts Trot- 
. ter, in trust for Eleanor Mole : 
Ditto Arnold B. and T, Morrison, 
Esqrs. in trust for Ed. S. 
Arnold, J. R. Arnold, Soe 
phia Matilda Arnold, and 
G. Arnold, 1oo/. each 
20 Jan. 1795, Allen, Frances Anon 65 
1 June 1803, Abbot Rt. Hon, C. and P, I. 
Thelluson, in trust for Elea- 
nor Madelaine Wickham 675 © 
26 July 1783, Bolland, Quashey 27, 
4 Mar. ditto, Brooksbank, Ann ame 200 o 


g Feb. 1785, Baines i and J. White, in 
trust for TheodoraRose* 300 
11 Dec. 1786, Browne, Charlotte 
Ditto Bremer, Ann 
14 Mar. 1737, Bates, Ann — 
2 July 1788, Butler, Eleanor - 
4 Sep. 1789, Beauclerk, Henrietta 
Ditto Beauclerk, Charlotte 
Ditto Beauclerk, Martha 
6 Nov. 1792, Butler, Lady Elinor 
13 Mar. 1793, Burghall, George 
20 Sep. 1794, Burke, Rt. Hon. E. Repres, of, 
during life of Mrs. Burke —1200 
24 Feb. 1795, Bunbury, Henry — 500 
g July ditto, Bulmer, Dorothy —_— 50 
g July 1795, Browell H. and R. Henderson, 
in trust for the 6 children of 
Fallowfield ° 
1 July 1796, Burgess, Sir James Bland ° 
6 July 1798, Brooks, Lydia — = 100 © 
2 Oct. 1799, Byron, Catherine Gordon 300 o 
° 


on 


ooo 


9 May 1800, Bearcreft, Clare St. George 200 
14 June 1783, Christie, An — a 3t 
16 Apr. 1794, Ditto — — — 132 


_ ® This pension was granted in consideration of George Rose, Esq. having relinquished the yearly sum of 4o>/. 
nett, granted to him in pursuance of an address of the House of Lords. 


Vor. 


d 


fl 
Cy 
d, 
o 
° 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 


li) 


Pension 
Date of . 
Sign Manual. 
27 June 1789, Colleton, Lucy Cordelia — ° 
6 July 1793, oe Betty Clerk £.66 pc 4 
20 diito ditto, Cooke, Penelope An — 150 © 
Ditto Cooke, Eliza — 975 0 
Ditto Cooke, Maria — 175 0 
Ditto Call Sir J. and]. Roberts, Eay, 
in trust for Sarah Bates 500 0 
July 1794, Cumberland, Lady Albinia qoo 
20 Jan. 1795, Coulson, Mary, widow — 35 0 
27 July 1796, Coutts, T, Esq. in trust for 
Lady Augusta Murray 3200 0 
16 Oct. 1798, oun, Eliz. Baroness 500 0 
6 Mar. 1799, Cranston, H. in trust for Lord 
Cranston — — 300 © 
22 Jan. 1802, Cabell, Martha, B. S. Jones, 
and W. Cabell, in trust for 
Mary Cabell, Ann Eliz. Ca- 
bell, T. S. Cabell, and R. 
D. Cabell, sof each 200 0 
8 Dec. 1802, Cunynham, Lt. Col. Francis 258 0 
10'Mar. 1803, Clare, Dowager Lady — 1000 0 
2 o- > 1803) Currie I. R. Raikes, and S. 
Lawford, in trust for Dame 
Eliz. MariaShee 430. 
~ uly 1493, Davy, Elizabeth _ 32 10 
ay 1798, Davies, Mary — — 16 
=n, 1800, D'Ivernois, Sir Francis 200 0 
is Mar. 1803, Digby, Rev. W. in trust for 
Lucia Cary Gratten, Caro- 
line Cary Gratten, and Fran- 
ces Cary Gratten, each 120 
9 Dec. 1789, Elliot, Mary — 69 0 
25 June 1790, Elphinstone, Eliz. and ‘Keith 
Eiphinstone, daughters of 
late Lady Elphinstone 300 Oo 
#0 Nov. 1794, Ewart, Eliz. widow 3 — 645 © 
Ditto Ditto, in trust for J. Ewart 12r 0 
Ditto Ditto, in trust for Eliz. Ewart 121 © 
Ditto Ditto, in trust for Mary Ewart 121 
29 Mar. 1797) Edgcombe, Peggy © — 196 © 
11 Jaly ditto, Erskine, Mary Henrietta 4oc oO 
14 Oct. 1801, Ernest, Dorothy, widow 150 0 
Ditto = Ernest, Charlotte, spinster 50 0 
21 May 1793, Folger, T. and his wife 196 o 
20 July ditto, Fordyce J. and W. Fullarton, 
Esqrs. in trust for G. H. 
Gordon 200 0 
6 Sep, ditto, Fawkener, William —_ 300 0 
Oct. ditto, Francis, Frances 60 
Ditto Francis, Elizabeth — 60 0 
Ditto Flint, Ann, widow 66 o 
Ditto Ditto, in trust for the 2 eldest 
of her 8 children — 66 0 
12 Mar. 1801, Fitzgerald, Lord Robert Xoo oO 
fo Mar. 1803, Forster, John — 68 
Ditto Eraser, Capt. Percy 300 0 
Ditto Fauconberg, Viscount — 200 0 
24 Tune 1789, Greeme, Mary _ 100 0 
23 Aug. 1791, Gilbert Etienne, Clerk — 100 © 
3 Apr. 1799, Goddard, C. Esq. to be wholly 
or proportionately suspended, 
agreeably to the amount of 
any office he may hold 850 0 
21 May 1800, Gower, Earl, and Sir A. 
M‘Donald, jn.trust for Ger- 
trude Phillipe de 
leben 130 © 
‘2 Mar. 1801, Green, Eliz. widow pare 200 0” 
b July ditto, Gray, Margaret, widow — 200 0 
Ditto Gray, Anne Maria 100 © 


PARL, ACCOUNTS.—Great Barratn.—Pensions: 


Date of 
Sign Manual. 


11 Dec. 1986, Haslam, Sarah Ann _ 
29 Jane 1787, Hamilton, Dame Cassandra. 


Names. 


27 June 19789, Holdsworth, Elizabeth. — 
4 May 1790, Hamilton, Mary _ 
2 Sep. 1793, Halifax R. and Catharine Ha- 


Gertrude, Charlotte, Mari- 
anne, Caroline, Catherine, 
and Elizabeth Halifax, 60/. 


‘lifax, widow, in trust for. 


(li 
Pension 
per Ann, 

32 14 
Too. 
300 
80. @ 


360 


per ann. each _ a 
1 July 1 Hobart H. represent. of, and 
R. Cumberland, Esq. and 
the survivor of them, in 
trust for. Eliz. Margaret 
Cumberland — Too 6 
Ditto Ditto, in trust for Albinia 
Eliz. Cumberland _ 100. @ 
22 Dec. 1795, Hollingsworth J and A. Hol 
lingsworth, in trust for Sa- 
rah Adams — 300° 6 
28 Sep. 1796, Hort, Sir John — 1000 
19 July 1797, Hyde, Rev. G. H. a 50. 0 
10 1799, Howell, Anne — 16: 6 
29 May 1800, Hereford, Lord and Lady, and 
thesurvivorofthem 900 
14 Mar. 1801, Hewgill, Elizabeth ~_ 300°: 0 
19 May ditto, Huskisson, William — 1200: 6 
30 Nov. 1802, Heathcote, Antonictt, widow. 300 0 
1 June 1803, Hill, Hon. Anne, widow 130. 0 
2 faly 1788, Johnstone, Deborah Charlotte 
(now Nugent) ~- 300 0 
7 Oct, 1800, Jardine, Christine — 12§ 0. 
1 July 1801, Jennings, Robert, during the 
lifeofhisson — 195 0 
Ditto Jennings, An — 325 0 
21 Apr. 1790, Kyte, Loretta Maria, witow 150 0 
2 Apr. 1788, Lloyd, Ann, spinster — 50 0 
4 Feb. 1792, Lockman, Arabella Dorothea 33°10 
2 May 1798, Lewhellin, Ann — 160 
24 Oct. ditto, Lempriere J. and Eliz. Bandi- 
nell his wife, severally and ‘ 
successively 200 0 
14 Aug. 1799, Leslie, Lord _-_ — 500. 0 
4 Oct. 1800, Livingston, Edmund — 500 0 
4 May 1801, Lioyd, John — — 50 0 
29 Apr. 1985, Moncton, Susannah — 200 0 
10 Nov. ditto, Maclean, Jane — — Isc 0 
28 Sep. 1786, Manclean, Jane — T50 0 
7 Aug. 1789, Moyle, Isabella and Mary. 150 0 
13 Nov. 1799, Maclain, Rev. A, and Hen- ; 
rietta Ann Maclain — 100 0 
6 Oct, 1792, Morland, W. for the life of 
Harriet Bernard 554.0 
20 July 1793, Miles, William Augustus 300° 0 
@o Jan. 1794, Morley, Jane, widow —- 5° 0 
2 Sep. 1797, Mordaunt, Lady Mary —= 400 & 
13 Jan. 1798, Mudge, Thomas 130 0 
9 Feb. ditto, Maclaine, Harriet ines — 200 6 
11 June 1800, Maclaine, C, A. Esq. 9 — 130 0 
8 Oct. ditto, Montfort, Lord ~—- 600 0 
9 Oct. ditto, Mallet du Pan, Mrs. F. 200 0 
14 Oct. ditto, Maurice, Thomas, clerk 300 0 | 
20 Oct, ditto, Munday, Rev.Rohh — go 0 
24 Oct. ditto, Mordaunt, Lady M. -—- 200/0 
19 Jan. 2801, Mitchell, Rev. W. _ 130 0 
12 Mar. ditto, Miller, Ann, widow — 130 ° 
20 Oct. 1802, Marjoribanks, Ed. _ 250 0 
10 Mar. 1803, Murphy, Arthur 205 ® 
Ditto Montfort, Lord H. (additional) 200 
1 June 1803, Mottier, William — 200 0 
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ACCOUNTS.—Great Brrrain.—Pensions, 


Date of Names, 
Ne 
3 Dec. 1803, Murray, Ch. Ann, commonly 11 June 1799, Hamilton, SirCh, —- — 200-0 
called Lady George Murray 385 10 | 10 Dec, ditto, Knox, William — -— 600 0 
8 Feb. 1804, M‘Donald, Thomas — 770 © | 2 Apr. 1800, Minto, Gilbert Baron — 1200 
27 June 1789, Noel, Maria = — — 100 ©] 14Mar. ditto, Skinner, Sir John — —2000 © 
2 Oct. 1799, Nott, Charlotte G. Augusta 150 ©] 10 Jan. 1804, Shee, Sir George — — 77° 0 
Ditto Nott, Augusta — — 150 0 | 19 Sept. 1788, Watson, Brooke, in trust for 
20 July 1793, Osborn Sir G. and J. Ley, Esq. his wife ae — 557 10 
in trust for Jane Wraxhall 400 0 | 29 Jan. 1791, Willis, John, M.D. — 717.0 
24 Dec. 1782, Poole, Sir Ferdinando —- — 670 © Ditto = Willis, Rev. Francis — 1000 © 
21 June 1786, Pierson, Sarah — 2710 : 
Ditto Pierson, Frances — -— 2710 Pensions to late Foreign Ministers. 
88 — 27 TO] Sign Manual. 
‘2 July 1788, Ponsonby, | 
14) Pierson, Rev. Thomas — o| 8 Dec. 1774» Sir Ex- 
6 July 1803, Portland, Duke of, in trust for 6 jopenhagen 
Josepha Elizabeth, and Char- 2 Feb. 1776, Money, 
lotte Sabina Byron de Gon- parts — 100.0 
Rasinden, Frecheville 20 Nov. 1776, Sir Re. Gunning, late ditto and 
27 June 1787, Ritso, Louisa — 250 © to 1000 
9 1793, Robinson, C. Gertrude — 600 o| ? July 1779, Horace Paul, wi vis 
21 Apr. 1794, Rivers, James — 446 © yi to 
17 Nov. 1797, Ross, James Tyrrell — 250 © 24 Dec. 1781, Joseph argé 
30 Nov.1802, Routh, Abigail — 100 © at s 200 90 
9 May 1790, Scarsdale, Lord 3200 77 Aug. 1784, J- Ch. 
uly 1790, Sundius, Christopher —- 100 © = 
be. *5° © | a7 Jan. 1786, N. Davison, do, at Algiers — 360 0 
and M. Beachcroft, Esqrs, 16 Feb, 1787, L. — Ch. des Affaires at 
in trust for M. Ann Herries 300 
Ditto Do. in trust for J. Maria Herries ; 50 0 15 July 1788, Sir J. Stepney, Envoy Extra- 
Ditto Do. intrust for Cath. Herries 150 © ordinary at Berlin — — 800 0 
Ditto Do. in trust for Julia M.Herries 150 0 17 May 1793, Ld. Torrington, Minister Ple~ ate 
16 Oct. 1800, Swinburn, Mary — — 60 0 , nipotentiary at Brussels —- 1684 0 
14 Mar. 1801, Spiegel, Van de Digna, Joanna 500 ° 26 June ditto, Cc. Keene, Ch. des Affaires at ‘ 
4 May ditto, Smith, Ann = — — 50 © Stockholm — 
1 June 1803, Steptienson, Hon. Jane — 130 0 | 3° May 1794, Cha. Logie, Consul General at 
Ditto Trimblestown, Ann Baroness Algiers — - — 4g6o0 o 
a =. — = see 28 Jan, 1797, Ld. Malmesbury, late Ambas, 
1 Feb. 180%, Villiers Rt, Hon. Jn. andWm. 
Garthshore, in trust for Lady " the United Provinces* — 2300 ~o 
Louisa Paget = — md ‘ 26 June ditto, T. Walpole, late Envoy Extr. 
2 July 1788, Woodcock, E, in trust forLady to the Elector Palatine * ~ 800 0 
M, Fordyce, representat. of 150 © 9 Feb, 1798, Mj. Gen, Gardiner, lace Mi- 
4 Sept. 1789, Williams, Mary Sas le MD nister Plen. to the Court of 
- 9 Sept. ditto, Wrightson, J. and the repres. of Warsaw * > 600 0 
“ T. Gibbons, in trust for 3 Apr. 1799, C. H. Fraser, late Resident 
Dame M. J. Perrot — 60 0 with the Hans Towns * — ° 
5 Nov. 1790, Willis, Thomas Clerk — goo o| 23 Dee, ditto, J. Coleman, Esq. late Ch, des 
20 1793, Whitefoord, Caleb — — 200 © Affaires at Hamburgh *— 120 
27 July 1794, Walsingham, Ed. in trust for 9 May 1800, Rt. Hou, J. Trevor, late Envoy 
G. and T. de Gray, and sur- Extr. and Min, Plenip. at 
1400 the Court of Turin — 1200 0 
25 Sept. ditto, Webster, W. his wife‘and surv, 6 3 02° Jan. 1801, Ld. Heuley, late Envoy Extr. 
22 Aug. 1798, Woodford, Sir R. Baronet — 200 © Minister Plenip. to the 
21 Dec. ditto, Wilson, Dr. James— — 250 © Court of Vienna * —. — 2000 a 
23 Ox r80r, Walier, Robert — — 500 23 May1799 
19 Mar. 180 2 Si xtr. and Min. Plenip. to 
3» Yonge, Rt. Hon. SirG. K.B, 1000 © ~ 
Pensions by Patent. and Emperor of China* — 2213 0 
Date of Patent. 12 Mar. 8801, Hon. Rt. pg eer 
Extr. an in. ip. at 
8 Sept. 1796, Ainslie, Sir Robert — 1000 a Lisbon * zee is 2000 o 


21 Mar. 1795, Douglas, Rt. Hon. Sylvester, 
during the life of himself 
and F. S. North Douglas, 
and the survivor of them — 609 


* To continue until otherwise provided for im His 


Majesty’s service, or until determined by warrant from 
His Majesty. 
d2 
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Iv) PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Grear List, 


Pension 
_ Date of 
"Sign Manual. Names. 
Pe - 32 Mar. 1801, D. Hailes, late Envoy Extr. to 


the Court of Stockholm * 800 o 
29 Det. 1802, J. = Doerfeld, Chargé 
Affaires at several Courts # 250 0 
34 Jan. 1804, J. Talbot, Secre. of Embassy to 
the Fr. Republic * — 600 0 


yable oiet of the Dutics of 4*1. per Cent. 
and the Leeward Islands. 


Patent. 

25 Nov. 1761, Earl of 3000 0 
f Wm. Earl of Kinnou 

it, and his heirs } 
la 1776, Sir Strachey, Baronet 537 © 


* To continue until otherwise provided for in His 
| Majesty’s service, or until determined by warrant from 
His Majesty. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Amount of pensions formerly paid’by late Paymaster of Pontenst — — 15506 17 


Ditto ditto at the Treasuryf — 


Ditto ditto to the servants of the late late incess of Wales} 5125 2 


Ditto ditto by Sign Manual —~ 
Ditto ditto by Patent 


Date of Pension 

23 June 1764, Henry Ellis, Esq — =» 300 9 
7 Nov. 1784, Hon. Mrs. Moncton, widow 100 9 
g July 1789, Mary Martin, spinster — 59 9 
Ditto = Sarah Martin, spinster — 500 
Ditto Alice Martin, spinster — 500 

10 Sept. 1791, Fredeswed Savory, widow —- 40 9 
Ditto Charlotte Todd ~~ — 36 9 
Ditto Frances Tucker — 30 96 

an. 17975 James Craufurd, Esq. — 815 © 

eb. ditto, Henry Ch. Selwyn, Esq. — 400 06 

- July 1799, John Earl of Dunmore — 600 6 
26 Dec, ditto, Sir Home Riggs Popham — 00 0 


30 Apr. 1802, Sir Abraham Hume, Bart. and 
others, in trust for ee 


i Total amount of pensions having reference to the 6th class of Civil-list Papuan as reapers by 


act 22 Geo. III. cap. 82 — 
Amount of Pensions 4 ‘ate Foreign Ministers — 
Ditto out of the duties of 4$/. per cent. —- — 


Mem.—The 


Master — 100 6 
Richerd Thomas Master — 100 0 
St. Vincent Frederick Master 100 6 
Ditto Tsab, Frances Master, widow 200 9 
se 
4 
8417 8 o 
8 
44,10 © 
a 
82237 18 ¢ 
<n — — — 21635 © o 
~ ~ ~ 0 0 
1 4 


ted by authority of Parliament, and charged upon the Consolidated Fund, are not in. 


eluded in this Bac agg! ov very probable that several of the persons whose names appear on these lists are dead, but 
that can only be ascertained from time to time as the certificates are delivered by their representatives at the Ex. 


chequer. 


+ These pensions were transferred to the Exchequer by the act of the zad of His present Majesty, cap. 82. 


Abstract of the Estimate of the future annual Charge on His Mayesty’s Civit List 
REVENUVES.—Dated 9th July 1804. 


Classes. 
ist. © RoyalFamily - - 
ad. © es - - ~ 
3d. Foreign Ministers - - 
th. Bills - 

Salaries 

6th. Pensions ahd Compensation 

Sth. - - Treasury 


£. 
222500 
32955 
312330 
192505 19 
98542 0 
331252 16 
55398 8 
13822 o 
139737 6 


£.979043 10 9 
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COUNTS.—Gareat Barrain.—Subd 


[Ixié 


Abstracts of the - 
Whitehall, 


Anglesea 8210 | 18 > Bee 4 
188 o7 | 178 ESS & 
386 784 | 7388 gro 
4885 1196 2499 1729 3162 
Bedford - 1491 3 1582 215 || £0989 1729 1468 
Berks -. 3515 154 4458 1280 137 5 
Brecon - 1810 | 2309 5814 7 | 1357 
Bucks 2709 445 617 2457 96 
Rue 5557 Bes... 672 2505 1471 734 3 
Caithness 792 2448 1295 337- 1160 
175 3895 6034 on aa 142 23 
rdigan « 991 2 5 159 
3771 445 794 260 925 64 
Chester 2329 1225 2802 489 1404 4 114 
inque Ports 396 632 371 24 | 315 42 
Cornwall 3279 as 209 5689 7201 1394 379 357 
Cromarty 9436 1470 678 264 I 75 195 
wbigh - 7160 88 2363 213 4998 3 365 
Devon - 1996 930 161 209 844 53 
114 3785 7 51 76 88 31 
umbarton 6347 5675 | 2 924 |] 14985 706 3 
Dumfrics- 1377 03 2469 3855 1So19 319 
tein 9789 842 1714 2306 1308 
fe 9 00 1 wes = 
ve 3942 2838. 1980 6325 43 3 
2361 1116 16439 3391 717° 1768- 
Glamorgan. - 6269 || 3673 || 222° 57 | 267 
loucester 5 12 2498 30 5°4 28 
Han 128 1268 30 | 8 718 35 35 
2545 6 215 2661 171 109 33 
Hereford 12022 3012 6286 hates 1238 128 2 z 
ms tise} 13546 |] 17440 334 26 | 735 | 
untingdon 608 1130 14537 |] | 390 53 250 
incardine I 
37 | 4333 | 93 646 = 
- - 997 6 gt 1 1437 3 16 
A cester < 39210 26 156t 10 7 38 
Lincol - 67 799 3 548 T 68 _ 1 8 307 
Lothi - 928 | 93 7928 — 
me | ase | 49358 8955 13846 | 1 
42 | 86 | 4795 sack 
2539 181 54t 4958 5 
Middle 2519 34. 1019 1020 2037 450 799 3080 23: 
M 7241 867 4041 685 33 23 45 
Isle of 24625 2766 3824 lor 24 aie 2 
M NMmouth 1609 = 44593. 7657 130 108 
Nairn 1330 53t 16 I 246 
N 3 73 | 62 142 
15458 473 30 140 
3019 813 26 
873 
33 


5 

j : 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Great Brrratn.—Subdivision Rolls, &c, 


Abstracts of the Suspiviston in Great Britain,—continued. 


wo 


Enrolled in Pa- 


Sea Fencibles. 
rishes out of the 
County. 


Army, Marines, 
Volunteer Corps, 
cal Men, and 
Constables, © 


Northampton 

Northumberland | 
Nottingham - 
Oxford - - 
Orkney & Zetland 
Peebles 
Pembroke 
Perth - 
Radnor - 
Renfrew - 
Ross - - 
Roxburgh 
Rutland - 
Salop - 
Selkirk 
Somerset 
Stafford 
Stirling 
Suffolk 
Sutherland 
Surrey - 
Sussex - 
‘Tower Hamlets 
Warwick « 
Westminster 
Westmoreland 
Wight, Isle of 
‘Wigtown - 
Wilts - - 
Worcester 
York, (northrid.) 
York, (east rid.) 
York, (west rid.) 
CornwallStanner. 


1588 
2568 
2269 


140 
955 
1273 
417 


3 
in ited. 
410 

245 285 
369 

23 3540 
1846 2743 
2322 2588 
1886 2828 
6624 | 13792 

365 | 764 


2829 


l 


10295 
7523 
12141 
8873 


708 
3996 
9238 
1441 
5306 
3215 
2527 
1337 
12580 

400 
17433 
3421 
18016 
555 
19231 
12627 
10117 


17757 


2426 
1232 
1962 
13829 
1069 
11032 
9984 
50854 
3391 


Total - 


138752 |345653 


794291 


An Account of the Number and Tonna 
Purpose of taking on board any Part o 


e of TRANsPoRTs, taken up by the Board for the 


the HANOVERIAN ARMY, and of the Expense at- 


tending the same; also, an Account of the Dates of the first Order to the Board on this 
Occasion, of the Orders for the Sailing of the Whole, or any Part of the said Transports, 
and of the Orders, if any, for countermanding the Sailing thereof.—Dated Transport Office, 


14th May 1804. 


Number of Ships. 


Tonnage. Expense. 


Thirty-six. 


Six thousand nine hundred and fifty. 


1062 9 


— 


| 


These ships were hired, in pursuance 


of at order from the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, dated the 18th May 


1803. The whole of them were fitted with accommodatiens for troops, victwalled, watered, manned, and were all 
assembled at the Nore, on the r2th of June, ready for convoy. 


{ 
: j 
£ £ at 
> 
| 6579 1557 5494 562 | 
4842 1269 6916 449 293 1066 | 
8347 1815 3079 1916 294 | 2126 t 
6585 1642 8184 36 188 
693 155 315 460 11 96 t 
2733 53% 737 283 444} 
7631 2024 8694 814 374 1021 1 
3259 766 | 1322 247 4o 528 
i 2142 397 820 4289 394 291 426 2 
2205 586 532 3507 100 53 549 | = 
1008 269 475 1269 182 102 213 5 
10853 2812 3551 3981 2971 2166 
| 373 88 98 464 150 20 53 I 
14644 | 2896 | 4905 9035 8249 6rr | 3224 | 
; 13256 | 3296 | 6258 18497 780 439 | 3595 45 
2904 713 831 2135 421 29 $12 I 
12392 2227 4817 T1217 2195 299 2401 ar 
1616 741 _ 1080 104. 
11209 | 3999 | 5062 1846 || 10337 530 | 4533 33 . 
9235 2029 3947 9510 3109 503 2109 38 
3966 2351 3730 — 295% 233 1189 1518 
| | 10689 MO) 11644 213 258 2962 9 
Included 
1334 2702 28 297 | 1 
619 1223 2435 128 89 4 5 
1530 1417 137 46 265 
9760 12334 9°9 467 17 I 
8537 3739 216 142 1827 u 1 
9456 7642 1356 367 | 1459 6 I 
7688 2584 803 479 1 
31257 9980 1396 | 1440 | 7562 28 1 
| 552619 48276 «(117678 29878 [118322 | 15534 
| 
: 
| I 
| | 
{ 
| 
r 
| 


County. 


t 
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PARL: ACCOUNTS.—Army of Reserve. 


[Ixvi 


An Account of the Men for the Royat Army of Reserve, in each Month since the Com- 
mencement of the Act passed for that Purpose; of the Number of the same who have engaged 
for general Service, and of the Number of ballotted Men and Substitutes who have been enrol- 
led for the said Army; as tar as the same can be ascertained.—Dated Inspector General’s 
Office, 1st May 1804. 


I. ENGLAND AND WALES. 


PERIODS. 


Number of Men 
raised. 
Number rejected, 


discharged, 
claimed by civil Law, 


&e &c. 


Number deserted, 
claimed as Deserters 


&e. 


from other Corps, 
&ce. &e. 


of 


‘| effective 


Men. 


Number due, includ 
ing the Casualties. 


Number volunteered 


for general Service, 
included 
in the Effectives. 


1st August 
1st September 
1st October 
1st November 
1st December 
Ist January 
ist February 
1st March 

ist April - 
ust May - 


31758 


Number of ballotted men 


Number of substitutes 


2531 
29227 


II. 


SCOTLAND. 


ist August 
ist September 
ist October 
1st November 
1st December 
1st January 
ist February 
1st March - 
tst April - 
ist May - 


Number baltlotted 
Number substitutes - 


2984 
999 
359 
227 
252 
215 
234 
193 

74 


an Stell | 


w 


$537 


294 
5243 


Il. 


IRELAND. 


1st August 
ist September 
1st October 
Ist November 
1st December 


sst January 


Ist Februa 
ist March 
Ist April 
astMay 


1508 
2241 
1367 
19099 
658 
497 
339° 
282 
215 


w 


8197 


203 48 


N. B. Number of effective men 


(Ballotted - 
- < Substitutes - 


Recruited - 


Vou, Appendix 


I | 
| | | Number | 
3 | | 
| | | 
t - 1803 - 103 18 85 33795 
1 -_—— - - 19453 212 2 1473 17766 16029 _ ‘ 
- 5168 26¢ 36 3740 12289 1747 
374 | 74 37! 1298 || 10991 | 2014 
2 -—-— - - 1495 172 84 249 981 10010 2747 
- 04, - - 956 101 83 181 | 706 
5 _—- 647 Ii 186 - 269 9150 235 
- 707 205 67 147 283 8862 565 
I -——- 673 82 58 245 288 8574 348 j 
438 235 45 105 53 874 
33 | - - 641 - | 23086 
3 
18 
j 
4 -_—_— 3 8 I 101 2874 || 3126 
77 917 2209 
$7 2 53 302 1907 
- 1804 12 2 20 218 1547 
_—— -- 21 187 1360 
14 2 25 193 1167 
- 8 10 6 
te 
-_—— - - 22 1486 814 
25 153 | 2063 6451 
32 2.00 | 1135 5316 
37° 149 922 4394 
- 1804 ~ - 176 462 3932 
18 201 77 3495 
1170 6776 | 3224 
200 


xvii] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Easr Inpres.—£. Company's Claim, &e. [Livi 


Particulars of the Account, made up to the 1st March 1804, by which the East Inprg 
Company claims from GoveRNMENT the Sum of £.4018000.—Dated East India House 
a7th June 1804. a 

D* Government in Account current with the East i * 

India Company ; estimated to rst March 1804. By cash received, including interest at gl. &, 

To expenses of the intended expedition to £. per cent. per annum, to the rst March 
Mauritiusin1794 —- — — 213681 =~ — 1501666 

To D° of the expedition to the Cape in 
1794-5, &C. — — — 106127 

To D° of the intended expedition to Ma- 

— _ — 443260 

To D® of the capture and possession of By estimated balance, 1st March 1804 4018126 
Ceylon, and the Dutch settlements to 
the eastward, including subsistence of 
prisoners to 1802, — 3130591 

To D° of the capture and. possession of 
French and Dutch settlements on the 
peninsula, including subsistence of pri- 

$oners to 1802, — 1023995 

To purchase of vessels for His Majesty’s fleet 
in India}; stores supplied, &c. to 1800 43024 

To estimated expense of King’s troops in 

India, beyond the number authorized by 

acts of Parliament — 


- 


- 


£.5519792 £.5519793 

N.B There are claims upon the Company, from 

‘N, B, Interest at 47. per cent. per annum, to the | the office of His Majesty’s Paymastet-general, for 

ist March 1804, is included above. charges relative to the King’s troops in India, 

amounting, to 24th December last, to 12852481, 

but the Company’s claims on Government for the 

expenses of the army sent from India to Egypt will 
probably amount to upwards of 2000000. 


Statement of the annual estimated Cost and CuarGEs, and Sate Amount of the East Inia 
Company’s SALEs in ENGLAND, from the Year ending 1st March 1799, to rst March 1804, 
respectively ; distinguishing the India from the China Goods.—--Dated East India House, 3d 
July 1804. 


i 


INDIA. CHINA. TOTAL, INDIA and CHINA.’ 
{Costand Charges.| Sale Amount, ||Cost and Charges.| Sale Amount. ||Cost and Charges.| Sale Amount. 

1799 £.4209810 £.466 3390 £.2972373 £.3652283 £.6982183 £.8315673 
1800 2948176 3564694 |}, 3060046 3794982 6008222 7359676 
1801 3280043 3978800 2419250 3616381 6199293 7595181 
1302 | 2179991 3086943 2822722 3539404 5002713 6626347 
1803 1846357 2289274 2909118 3753252 4755475 6042526 
1804 1943920 2236396 2950009 3629677 4893929 5866073 


— 


An Account of the CAsu belonging to the Separate Fund of the East Inp1a Company, from 
the Year 1793 inclusive to the rst March 18043 and of all Appropriations or Payments made 
from that Fund in the same Period.—Dated East India House, 1oth July 1804. ; 


Amount of separate fund on the tst March 1793 eee 467896 7 4 
Add - - Amount of accumulated interest, from 1st March 1793 to 1st March r8o4, at 4h be 
per cent, per annum on sums remaining after the payment of every half year’s dividend 203123 17 6 


£.671020 4 10 
D:duct - - Additional dividend of half per cent. on the capital stock paid thereout, as per 
act of Geo. cap. 


327360 0 0 
Amount of separate fund 1st March 1804 — £.343520 4 10 


| 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.—West Inpres.—Imports. 


[lxx 


An Account of all Wesr Indra Propuce imported into Great Britain, from the sth of 
Jan. 1803 to the sth of Jan. 1894 5 the latest Period to which the Account can be made 
up; distinguishing the several Kinds of such Produce, and the Value thereof, with the 

_ Duty paid or payable thereon.—Dated Inspector General’s Office, rsth June 1804. 


Quantity. 


Official or rated 
Value. 


Duty received’ 
within the Year, 


= 
Arrow-root 
. Cocoa - 


Coffee 


Ginger, dry 


——, preserved 
_ Gum guaiacum 


Juice of limes 
Molatses - 
Ou, castor =. 
Pepper, 
Pimento - 


Shuf - - 


Spirits, rum = 
shrub = 


Succads = 
Sugar = 
Tamstinds 
Tortoiseshell 


Turmeric 


(Brazilletto 
| Fustic 


3 j Lignum vite 


Mahogany, British 


Nicoragua 


Wool, cotton, British plantation 


plantation 


Lb. 
23874 
33851 

Cwt. gr. Ib. 
4935 3 14 
210075 3 24 
3 

Lb. 
12434 

6464 

Gallons. 
26137 

Lb. 

6076 


Cwt. gr. Ib. 


2607 16 
Lb. Gall. 


49080 & 895 
Lb. 


2393 
1166314 
Cwr. qr. Ib. 
384 9 7 

Gallons, 
4048258 

2752 

Lb. 

21385 
qr. 

3037819 3 
116557 
14333 
17188 
Tons. cwt. 
25 7 
2612 16 
760 0 
12763 
4058 14 
Lb. 
7266490 


£. 
348 
4219 


11608 
1431851 
3192 


520 
969 


1749 
455 
1694 12 
5284 1 


287 
29467 


973 
370182 
537 
1469 
4221110 
770 


3361 
188 


171 
22962 
3426 
146562 
41631 
7959 


273539 


& I, 


Se 
75t 
148 

1730 8 


45359 14 
2016 12 


450 
224 


600 


Wa 


144 
800 


1352 
158 
18324 
315 


131968 
176 


Iot2 


3078255 


1225 


1343 
136 
15 
2031 
620 
3467 
15994 
579 


35504 9 


6535597 


3345570 16 


An Account of gill Imports into Great Britain from th 


three last Years, so'far as the same can be made up; distinguishing each Year.—Dated 


Inspector General’s Office, 15th June 1804. 


\ 


e WeEsT Inpta in the 


British West India Colonics (including Trinidad) 
Conquered Islands (exclusive of Trinidad) 


Total - 


1801, 


1802. 


1803. 


£. 
6759617 13 
4105839 19 


47293316 17 1 
2699504 4 9 


#£. 


57386432 6 o 
362014 16 7 


10865457 12 


9992828 1 10 


6148447 


6 
6 
9 3 8 
m 6 4 16 4 
Ay 
ty 
d © 10 Mmm 6 
~ 6 7-10 : 
I 17 6 16 o 
6 16 1 16 7 
= 
le 
d. | 
4 
- 
by 
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LIST OF ACTS 


Passed in the present Session of Parliament, and in the 44th Year of the Reign of His pr re 


Majesty, George Ill. ; containing those passed since the Easter Recess, March 29, 1804; 


with the Date of their meeting t. 


Royal Assent. (For the Acts 


passed previous to the | 


Easter Recess, see Vol. 1. pp. 383 and 1175.) © 


Cuae. 32. An Act for empowering His Majesty, for 
a Time and to an Extent therein limited, to accept the 
Services ef such Parts of his Militia Forces in Ireland as 
may Voluntarily offer themselves to be employed” in 
Great Britain. [3d May. ] 

33. An Act for empowering His Majesty to direct 
the Augmentation of his Militia Forces in Ireland, to an 
Extent therein limited. [3d May.] 

34. An Act to amend an Act, passed in the last Se» 
sion of Parliament, for making Provision for the Wives 
and Families of Militia-men in Ireland. [3d May.] 

35. An Act to amend and continue several Laws re- 
lating to the allowing the Importation of Rape Seed and 
other Seeds used for extracting Oil, whenever the Prices 
of middling British Rape Seed shall be above a certain 
Limit; to the allowing the Importation of Scal Skins 
cured with foreign Salt, free of Duty, tothe 24th June 
t809; and to the Encouragement of the Greenland 
Whale Fisheries, to the 25th Dec. 1806; and to con- 
tinue several Laws relating to the allowing the Use of Salt, 
Duty free, in the preserving of Fish in Bulk or in Bar: 
rels ; and to the discontinuing: the Bounty payable on 
White Herrings exported, to the 25th March 1809 ; to 
the permitting Sir William Bishop, George Bishop, and 
Argles Bishop, to carry on the Manufacture of Maid- 
stone Geneva, to the sth July 1809; and to the Ad- 
mission to Entry of Oil and Blubber of Newfoundland, 
taken by His Majesty’s Subjects carrying on the Fishery 
from and residing in the said Island, to 25th Dec, 1805. 
{34 May.] 

36. An Act to amend and continue, until the 25th 
March 1807; so much of an Act, made in the gist 
Year of His present Majesty, as relates to allowing Plant- 
ation Sugar to be waichoused. [3d May.] 

37. An Act to repeal so much of an Act, passed in 
the last Session of Parliament, for granting to His Ma- 
jesty a Contribution on Profits arising from Property, 
Professions, Trades, and Offices, as requires Attornies, 
Agents, and Factors, to retain and pay the Duties charpe- 
able upon public Annuities 3 and to extend the Times for 
hearing Appeals on Assessments or Surcharges made in 
pursuance of the said Act. [3d May.] 

28. An Act for increasing the Rates of Subsistence 
t> be paid to Innkeepers and others on quattering Sol- 
diers. [3d May.} 

39. An Act for defraying the Charge of the Pay and 
Clothing of the Militia in Great Britain for the Year 
1304. [3d May.] 

40.. An Act to revive and further continue, until the 
' @gth March 1805, and amend so much’ ofan Act, 
made in the 39th and 4oth Years of His present Majesty, 
as grants certain Allowances to Adjutants and Serjeant- 


majors of the Militia of England, disembodied under an | 


Act of the same Session of Parliament. [3d May.] 
_ 41. An Act for defraying, until the 25th March 
#805, the Charge of the Pay and Clothing of the Mi- 
litia of Ireland; for holding Courts Martial on Se1jeant- 
- majors, Serjeants, Corporals, and Drummers, for Of- 
fences committed during the Time such Militia shall not 
be embedied; and for making Allowances, in certain 
Cases, to Subaltern Officers of “the said Militia during 
Peace. [3d May.] ; 

42. An Act toamend an Act, made in the 4:d Year 


of His Majesty, to amend the Laws for the beter R 
lation of the Linen Manufacture of Ireland, [3d May, 

43- An Act to enforce the due Observance of 
Canons and Rubrick respecting the Ages of Persons tp 
be admitted into the sacred Orders of Deacon and Pries, 
[3d May.} | 

44. An Act to exempt Vessels in the Newfoundland | 
Trade from the Provisions of an Act passed in the lag 
Session of Parliament, for regulating Vessels carrying 
Passengers from the United States.+ ['3d 
* 45 An Act for raising the Sum of Eight Millions 
Loans or Exchequer Bills, for the Service of Great Brie | 
tain for the Year 1804. [3d May.] t 

46. An Act for raising the Sum of One Million Five 
Hundred Thousand Pounds, by Loans or Exchequer 
Bills, for the Service of Great Britain for the Year 1804, 

3d May. 
L 47. AI ct for raising the Sum of Fourteen Millions 
Five Hundred Thousand PBunds by way of Annuities, 
{16th May.} 

48. An Act for raising a certain Sum of Money 
way of Annuities or Debentures, for the Service of Ite. 
land. [16th May.] 

49- An Act for granting to His Majesty, until Twelve 
Months after the Ratification of a definitive Treaty of 
Peace, additional Duties of Excise on Wine imported into 
Great Britain. [16th May-] 

so. An Act to revive and continue, until the Ratifi 
cation of a definitive Treaty of Peace, an Act, made in 
the last Session of Parliament, for providing for the mare 
speedy Completion of the Establishment of Officers in the 
Militia of Great Britain ; aud for facilitating the filling 
up of Vacancies therein. [16th May.] 

51. An Act for making Allowances, in certain Case, 
to Subaltern Officers of the Militia in Great Britain while 
disembodied. [16th May.] 

52. An Act to alter and amend so much of an Act 
passed in the 34th Year of His present Majesty, as te- 
lates to the Amount of the Sums to be paid by Persons 
compounding for the Performance of the Statute Duty, 
[16th May.] 

53- An Act for granting to His Majesty, during the 
present Wary and for Six Months after the Expiration 
thereof by the Ratification of a definitive Treaty of 
Peace, additional Duties on the Importation of certain 
Goods, Wares, -and Merchandise, into Great Britains 
and on Goods, Wares, and Merchandise, brought or 
carried coastwise, within Great Britain. [18th May-} 

54. Ati Act to consolidate and amend the Provisions 
of ‘the several Acts relating to Corps of Yeomanry and 
Volunteers in Great Britain ; and to make further Ree 
gulations relating thereto. [sth June] 

5. An Act for morc effectually preventing the Sale of 
exciseable Liquors in Scotland by Persons not duly lis 
censed ; and for altering the Times of granting Licenses 
to sell such exciseable Liquora by Retail. [5th June.] 

56. An Act for establishing and maintaining a pere 
manent additional Force for the Defence of the Realm; 
and to provide for augmenting His Majesty’s regular 
Forces ; and for the gradual Reduction of the Militia 
England. [29th June.] 

57-An Act to exempt from Dutiesen Export all Linens 
of the Manufacture of the United Kingdom, {2gth June] 
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_-g8, An Act for directing certain Public Accounts 
of Ireland to be laid annually before Parliament. 
h June. 

to indemnify Solicitors, Attornies, and 
others, who have neglected to enter Certificates 
within the Time limited by an Act made in the 
37th Year of His present Majesty ; and to amend so 
much of the said Act as relates to the entering such 
Certificates. [29th June.) 

60. An-Act for the preventing of Bribery and 
Corruption in the Election of Members to serve in 
Parliament for the Borough of Aylesbury, in the 
County of Buckingham., [29th June.] 

61. An Act to amend two Acts, made in the 
18th and 39th Years of His present Majesty, for the 
erecting a Court House for the holding of Sessions 
of the Peace in the City of Westminster; and for 
purchasing certain Buildings and Grounds between 
St. Margaret Street, Union Street, and King Street, 
in the said City, for the Use of the Public. [29th 
June:] P 

62. An Act fur making further Provision for mak- 
ing and maintaining an Inland Navigation, com- 
monly-ealled the Caledonian Cunal, from the Eastern 
tothe Western Sea by Inverness to Fort William, 
in Scotland, {29th June.] 

63. An Act for vesting the capital Messuage, 
with the Appurtenances, situate in Kevin Street, in 
the City of Dublin, called the Palace of the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, at Saint Sepuichre’s, in His Ma- 
jesty, his Heirs and Successors; and for applying 
the Purchase-money, together with another Sym 
therein mentioned, in Manner, and for the Purposes 
therein mentioned. June] 

64. An Act to continue, until the 1st of. July 
1805, the Operation of an Act, passed in the last 
Session of Parliament, to suspend Proceedings in 
Actions, Prosecutions, and Proceedings under cer- 
tain Acts relating to the Woollen Manufacture ; and 
also under an Act of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
so far as the same relates to certain Persons em- 
es) or concerned in the said Manufacture. [30th 

une. 

65. An Act to continue until rst July 1805, an 
Act passed in the last Session, for continuing two 
Acts, the one passed in the 42d of His Majesty, for 
regulating the Prices at which Grain, Meal, and 
Flour, may be exported from Great Britain to Ire- 
land, and from Ireland to Great Britain; and the 
other, made in the last Session, for permitting the 
Exportation of Seed Corn from Great Britain to 
Ireland, and the Importation of Malt into Great 
Britain fiom Ireland, [3d July.] 

66. An Act for establishing and maintaining a 
permanent additional Force for the Defence of the 
Realm, and to provide for augmenting His Majesty's. 
regular Forces ; and for the gradual Reduction of 
the Militia of Scotland. [roth July.] 

697. An Act for granting to His Majesty, until 
25th March 1805, certain Duties on the Importa- 
tion of the Goods, &c. herein mentioned, into Ire- 


~ land, and also ceriain Duties of Excise on Spirits, 


Malt, and Tobacco, in Ireland; and for the In- 
crease of certain public Revenues in Ireland, by 
making the same payable in British Currency. 
July] 

68. An Act for granting to His Majesty certain 
Stamp Duties in freland . fioth July.] 

$9. An Act to amend the Laws for regulating the 
Liner, Manufacture of Ireland. {roth July.] 

70. An Act to enable His Majesty to aurhorize 
the Exportation of the Machinery neccssiry for 


' LIST OF ACTS PASSED 44 GEO. III. 


[Ixxiv 


erecting a Mint in the Dominions of the King of 
Denmark. [1oth July.] 

71. AnAct to prevent the Counterfeiting of Silver 
Coin issued by the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of England, ealled Dollars, and Silver Coin 
which may be issued by the Governor and Com- _ 
oc the Bank of Ireland, called Tokens. [10th 
July. 

92. An Act for allowing the Sale of certain East 
India Prize Goods in the Port of Liverpool. [1oth 
July.] 

“A An Act to enable the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury of Great Britain to issue Exchequer 
Bills on the Credit of such Aids or Supplies as have . 
been or shall be granted by Parliament for the Ser- 
vice of G. Brit. for 1804. [toth July.] 

+4. An Act for establishing and maintaining 2 
permanent additional Force to be raised in Ireland, 
for the Defence of the Realm, and to provide for 
augmenting the regular Forces. [14th July.] 

75. An Act for enabling Subjects of foreign States 
to enlist as Soldiers in His Majesty’s Service, and for 
enabling His Majesty to grant Commissions to 
Subjects of foreign States to serve as Officers or as 
Engineers, under certain Restrictions. [14th July.) 

76. An Act for settling and securing a certain An- 
nuity gn the Viscountess Kilwarden, and on the 
Family of the late Lord Kilwarden. [14th July.] 

44, An Act to render valid certain Marriages so- 
lemnized in certain Churches and Chapels in which 
Banns had not usually been published before, on, or 
at the Time of passing an Act, made’in the 26th of 
George II. intituled, ‘ An Act for the better prevent- 
ing of clandestine Marriages.’ [14th July.] 

48. An Act for making Compensation to the Pro- 
prietors of certain Lands and Hereditaments situate 
at Weedon Beck, in the County of Northampton, 
purchased for the Service of His Majesty’s Ordnance. 
{14th July.) 

49. An Act to vest certain Messuages, Lands, &c. 
in Trustees, for better securing His Majesty’s Docks, 
Ships, and Stores, at Chatham, and for the Use of 
His Majesty’s Ordnance at Warley Common and 
Woolwich. [14th July.] 

80. An Act for the better Support of His Ma- 
jesty’s Household, and of the Honour and Dignity of 
the Crown of the United Kingdom; and for pre- 
venting Accumulation of Arrears in the Payments 
out of the Civil List Revenues. [20th July.] 

81. An Act for enabling His Majesty to raise the 
Sum of 2,500,000/. for the Use and Purposes therein 
mentioned. [20th July.] : 

82. An Act to obviate certain Inconveniences 
which have been experienced in the Accountant- 
general’s Office in the Court of Chancery, in the 
Execution of an Act for granting a Contribution on 
the Profits arising from Property, Professions, 
Trades, and Offices. [zoth July.] 

83. An Act for regulating the Appointment of 
Commissioners to act in the Execution of an Act 
for granting to His Majesty a Contribution on the 
Profits arising from Property, Professions, Trades, 
and Offices. [20th July ] 

84. An Act to permit certain Persons in the Office 
of Ordnance, and the Quarter-master. General, to 
send and receive Letters free from the Duty of 
Postage ; and to enable the Board of Ordnance, the 
Adj. General, Quarter-mastér General, and Barrack~ 
master General, to authorize Persons in their Offices 
to send Letters free from the said Duty. [20th 
July.j 

85. An Act for further continuing for seven Years, 
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an Act, made in the 12th Year of His Majesty, for 
encouraging the Manufacture of Leather, by lower- 
ving the Duty payable upon the Importation of Oak 
Bark. faeth July.) . | 
- 86, An Act for reviving, amending, and continu- 
ing several Laws relating to the. more effectual En- 
coutagement ofthe British Fisheries, until sth April 
1806, and to the Encouragement of the Trade and 
‘Manufactures of the Isle of Man, to the, improving 
' the Revenue thereof, and the more effectual Preven- 
tion of Smuggling to and from the said Island, until 
§th July 1805. [20th July.] 
- 87. An Act to amend an Act passed in the 39th 
and 4oth of His Majesty, intituled,‘An Act for set- 
tling Disputes that may arise between. Masters and 
Workmen engaged in the Cotton Manufactory of 
England.’ [aoth July.] 

88. An Act for explaining and amending several 
Acts relating to Hackney Coaches employed as Stage 
Coaches. {zovh July.) 

89. An Act for confirming the Provisions of an 
Act, made in Ireland in the 32d of His Majesty, so 
far as the samé prohibits the Import of Malt into 
dreland ; and for repealing the Power given to the 
Lard Lieutenant and Council of Ireland, prohibiting 
the Use-of Oats and Oatmeal in the Distillation of 
Spirits in Ireland. [20th July.] 

90. An Act. to continue, until seven Years after 
the passing thereof, an Act, made in the Parliament 
of Ireland in the 2gth of His Majesty, imtituled, 
“AnAct for the better Execution of the Law and 
Preservation of the Peace within Counties.at large.’ 
-f2oth July.] Rite 

g1. An Act to permit the Issue and Negotiation of 
certaim promissory Notes, under a limited Sum, by 
registered Bankers in Ireland; and to restrain the 
Issue and Negotiation of certain other Notes. [zoth 
duly.) 

92. AnAct to render more easy the apprehending 
and bringing to Trial, Offenders escaping from one 
a the United Kingdom to the other. [20th 
duly. 

5 An Act for granting to His Majesty a Sum of 
Money, to be raised by Lottery. {zoth July.] 

64. An Act to explain an Act of the present Ses- 
sion, for consolidating and amending the Provisions 
of the several Acts relating to Corps of Yeomanry 
and Volunteers in Great Britain, so far as respects 
the accounting for Monies received by Volunteer 
Officers. [28th July.} 

95. An Act to amend certain of the Provisions of 
an Act, made in the 43d of His Majesty, to enable 
His: Majesty to provide for the Defence and Security| 
ofthe Realm, which respect the Purchase of Lands 
and Hereditaments for the pubiic Service. [28th 
duly. 
ce An Act to alter, amend, and render more ef- 
fectual, an Act, passed in the present Session, jnti- 
tuled, * An Act for establishing and maintaining a 
petmanent additional Force for the Defence of the 
Realm, &c. ;’ so far as the same relates to the City 
of London. [28th July.j 

97- An Act for raising the Sum of 800,000/. Irish 
Currency, by Treasury Bills, for the Service of Ire- 
land, for 1804. [28th July-] 


98- An Act to repeal the several Duties under: the 
Commissioners for managing the Duties upon 
stamped Vellum, Parchment, and Paper, in Great 
Britain, and to grant new and additional Duties jn: 
lieu thereof. [28th July.] 

99- An Act for granting additional Annuities 
to the Proprietors of Stock created by two 
mt in the 37th and 42d of His Majesty, [28th 

100. An Act for warehousing Goods within the 
Limits of certain Docks made under an Act, passed § 
in the 39th and goth of His Majesty, intituled, Aq 
Act tor making Wet Docks, Basons, Cuts, and other 
Works, for the greater Accommodation and Security 
of Shipping, Commerce, and Revenue, within the 
Port of London ;’ and to make Regulations relating 
to the said Docks. [28th July.] : 

1o1. An Act for permitting, until the rst of Aug. 
1807, the Exportation of Salt from the Port of Nas. 
sau, in the Island of New Providence, the Port of 
Exuma, and the Port of Crooked Island, in the Ba. | 
hamaIslands, in Ships belonging to the Inhabitants 
of the United States in America, and coming in 
Ballast. [28th July.] 

102. An Act for the more effectual Administration 
of Justice in those Parts of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland called England and Ireland, 
by the issuing of Habeas Corpus ad testificandum, in 
certain Cases. [28th July.] 

103. An Act for making further Regulations for 
the better Collection and Security of His Majesty's 
‘Revenue of Customs and Excise in Ireland, and for 


| preventing Frauds therein. [28th July.] 


104. An Act to permit, until 25th March 180s, 
the warehousing of Spirits in Ireland for Exporta. 
tion ; for charging a Duty on the same when taken 
out for Home Consumption, and to regulate the Ex- 
portation to Great Britain of such Spirits as shall not 
be warehoused. [28th July.] 

105. An Act to continue, until 29th Sept. 180s, 
several Acts for the better Collection and Security of 
His Majesty's Revenue in Ireland, and for preventing 
Frauds therein. [28th July.] 

106. An Act for appointing, until 1st Aug. 1805, 
Commissioners to inquire into the Fees, Gratuities, 
Perquisites, and Emoluments, which are or have 
been lately received in the several Public Offices in 
Tieland therein mentioned; to examine into any 
Abuses which may exist in the same; and into the 
present Mode of receiving, collecting, issuing, and 
accounting for Public Money in Ireland. [28th 
July.] 

107. An Act for making Compensation to the 
Proprietors of certain Lands and Hereditaments, 
situate at Woolwich and Charlton, in the County of 
Kent, purchased for the Service of His Majesty's 
Ordnance. [28th July.] 

108. An Act for the Relief of certain Insolvent 
Debtors. [30th July.] 

tog. An Act to regulate the Importation and Ex. 
portation of Corn, and the Bounties and Duties pay- 
able thereon. [30th July.) 
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A. 


Additlétial Force Bill, 817, 854 
Army inIadia, Vote of Thanks to, 


354 
Aylesbury Election Bill, 513, 531) 


608, 681 


B. 
Broqueen’s Naturalization Bill,1024 


c. 


Caledonian Canal, 33 

Clergy Incumbents’ Bill, London, 
1029, 1069, 1089 

Conduct of Judge Fox, 476, 784, 

786, 849, 925, 950 

Corn-trade Bill, 1000, 1023; 
1042, 1056, 1066, 1132, 1134 

Counterfeit Dollars Bill, 922 

Country, Defence of the, 26, 34, 
67, 336) 362, 392, 409 


Defence of the Couttry, 26, 34 67; 


336, 362, 392, 409 
Dollars Bill, Counterfeit, 922 


F. 
Fox, Judge, Conduct of, 476, 784, 
780, 8495 925, 95° 


I. 


Incumbénts’ Bill, London Clergy, 


1029, 1069, 1089 


| ‘India, Army in, Vote of Thanks 


to, 364 


_ India, War in, 105, 145 
_ Insolvent Debtors Bill, 1025, 1111, 


1130 
Irish Militia Augmentation Bill, 
166, 253 


| Irish Militia Offer Bill, 149; 169, 


258 
K. 
Kilwarden’s Family, Loyd, 410 
King’s Speech, 1147 


London Clergy Incumbents Bill, 
1029, 1069, 1089 


M. 


Militia Augmentation Bill, Irish, 
166, 253 


Priests’ Orders Bill, 127 
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Militia Offer Bill, Irish, 149, 169 
25% 


N. 


Naturalization Bill, 


1024 


P, 


S. 


Slave Trade, 871, 889, 926 
Stamp Duties Bill, 1085 


Vv. 


Volunteer Consolidation Billyr, fr, 
439 433 

Vote of Credit, 1000 

Vote of Thanks to the Atmy in 
India, 364 


Ww. 
War in India, 165, 14g 


A. 


Additional Force Bill, 433, 562, 
| 614, 663, 672, 683, 698, 757 
( Additional Force Bill, Irish, 836, 
941, 9525 955 
Additional Force Bill, Scotch, 845 
Additional Force Amendment Bill, 
1053 
Adtitional Navy Estimates, 920 
Apprentices Bill, Parish, 397 
Army Eximates, Supplementary, 
327 ; 
Aimy Extraordinaries for 1804, 


7" in India, Vote of Thanks to, 
9 
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_ Army of Reserve Suspension Bill, 


143*, 174, 265, 322 
Aylesbury Election, 405 
Aylesbury Election Bill, 143, 387, 


3959 396 
B. 
Barracks, 39 
British Museum, 901, 933 964 
Budget for 1804, 345 
Budget, India, 419, 976, 1058, 


1073 
Budget, Irish, 773 


Cc. 


Calico Printers’ Petition, 853 

Catholics in the Irish Militia, 18 

Civil List, 902, 937 

Committee of Supply, 129 

cane of Judge Fox, 533, 876, 

97 

Corn Laws, 141 

Corn Trade Bill, 473, 481, 4805 
879s 939 957» 1072, 1086, 
IIIO, 1132 

Cotton Manufacturers Bill, 107, 942 

Counterfeit Dollars Bill, 756, 8475 
879, 890 

Country, Defence of the, 182, 480 

Cursency of Ireland, Silver, 143 
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v. 


Defence of the Country, 182, 480 


Deputy Sergeant at Arms, 539 
Drake’s, Mr. Correspondence, 130* 


Egyptian Antiquities, 901, 93 
Exchequer Bills, 144*, 179, 880 


F. 


‘Finance Resolutions, 1038, 1073, 
1109, 1119 

Foreign Troops Enlistment Bill, 
841, 934, 944 

Conduct of, 533 876, 
7. 


H. 


Hanoverian. Troops, 325, 402 


Tichester Election, 408 

India, Army in, Vote of Thanks 
to, 369 

India Budget, 419, 976, 1058, 
1073 

India, War in, 21, 172, 394, 521 

Insolvent Debtors Bill, 648, 879 

Treland, Poor of, 322 

Ireland, Revenue of, 841, 946 

. Ireland, Silver Currency of, 143 

Trish Accounts, 324 

Irish Affairs, 884 

' Trish Bank Note Bill, 884 

Irish Chancellorship of the Exche- 
quer, 1001 

Irish Civil Officers, Payment of, at 
Par, 11a 

Trish Coin, 109 

Irish Customs and Excise Bill, 887, 
899, TOIT 

Irish Election.Bill, 530 

hrish Flax Seed Bill, 26 

Trish Linen Manufacture Bill, 665 

Trish Linen Trade, 560 

Trish Loan, 325 

Irish Militia Augmentation Bill, 31, 
69, §30, 132* 


INDEX TO DEBATES, 
Irish Militia, Catholics in the, 181 
Irish Militia Offer Bill, 25, 40, 
Irish Revenue Regulation Bill, 1027, 


1037 
Trish Spirits Warehousing Bill, 1027, 
1029) 1055 
Irish Stamp Duty Bill, 881 
| Irish Trade with Newfoundland, 
Irish Treasury Bills Bill, ro10 © 


K. 


Family, Lord, 400, 


L. 


| Liskeard Election, 8, 24, 414 611, 


664, 672 

Liverpool Dock Bill, 411 

Loan for 1804, 354 

Loan, Irish, 325 

Loan, Loyalty, 257 

London Dock Bill, 954 

ee? Advocate of Scotland, 521, 

Lottery, 954 

Loyalty Loan, 257, 971, 
1065 


M. 
Marines, 32 5 : 
Mediation of Russia, 130 
Middlesex Election, 958 
Militia Officers Bill, 129) 3315 
141* 
Misdemeanour Prosecution Bill, 667 


0. 
Ordnance Lands Bill, 1026 


P. 


Parish Apprentices Bill, 397 
Payment of Irish Civil Officers at 
Par, 110 


Permanent Taxes, 130% 


Poor of Ireland, 322 
Prisoners of War, 1146 


Ramsay Harbour, 392 


Resolutions, Finance, 1038, 1073 


Revenue of Ireland, 841, 946 
~ Russia, Mediation of, 139 


Scarcity of Timber, 1068 

Scotch Additional Force Bill, 84s 

ee Lord Advocate of, 521, 
787 

Sergeant at Arms, Deputy, ’ 

Silver Currency of Ireland, 143 

Slave Trade, 440, 519, 543) 561, 
613; 649, 669, 779, 848, 863 

Solway Fisheries Bill, 772 

Stamp Dutiss Bill, 921, 960, 1012, 
1035, 1060 


; Supplementary Army Estimates, 327 


Taxes, New, for 1804) 352 


Taxes, Permanent, 130* 
Timber, Scarcity of, 1068 


V. 


Volunteer Consolidation Bill, 324 
421, 431 

Volunteer Officers Bill, 1059 

Volunteers, 614 wk. 

Vote of Credit, 964 

Vote of Thanks to the Army iq 
India, 369 


Ww. 


War in India, 21, 172, 394) §21 

Ways and Means for 1804, 352 

West India Compensation, 662 | 

Manufacture Bill, 531 
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Abercorn, Marquis of, 339, 475» 
786, 849, 8529 853» 925 950 
Asaph, St. Bishop of, 127, 169, 
854, 874, 929, 931, 1024, 
1049) 1072, 1089, I10 
Auckland, Lord, 6, 28, 33, 142, 
157) 435) 513» 516, 518, 682 


Bolton, Lord, 6 
Boringdon, Lord, 149, 155 


Cc. 


Caernarvon, Earl of, 6, 12) 16, 19, 
sft 156, 165, 253, 819, 824, 
2 


5 
Camden, Earl, 7, 367, 817, 851 
Carleton, Lord, 154, 784 
Carlisle, Earl of, 145, 146, 338, 


435 
Clarence, Duke of, 819, 853, 854, 
874, 889, 932, 1051, 1057, 
1409, 1113, 1142) 1144 
Cumberland, Duke of, 151 


D. 


Darnley, Earl, 20, 161, 255 
Dunstanville, Lord de, 855 


E, 


Egremont, Lord, 161 

Eldon, Lord, see Lord Chancellor 

Ellenborough, Lord, 13, 30, 170, 
254 517 


F. 


Ritewilliam, Earl, 5» 170, 
3399 819 
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G. 


Grantley, Lord, 1070) 1072, 1114, 

Grenville, Lord, 1, 2, 4) 6, 125 
14, 17) 19, 26, 27, 28, 295 30, 
31, 38, 68, 106, 140%, 141%, 
142*, 1615 168, 169, 171, 2515 
3379 341s 343» 363, 365, 434, 
437> 438, 515, 517, 518, 531, 
609, 681, 682, 834, 873, 875, 
922) 924, 926, 927 

Grosvenor, Earl, 515, 682 


H. 

Harrowby, Earl of, 3, 5, 148, 159, 
339» 856, 873, 874, 93% 

Hawkesbury, Lord,.2, 5,16, 18,26, 
273 30,37) 105, 106, 140*, 142%, 
145, 147) 162, 164, 166, 171, 
336, 338) 339» 342» 363, 367, 
433y 516, 682, 838, 871, 924, 
926, 1000, 1047, 1056, 1085, 
1332, 

Headfort, Marquis of, 151 

Hobart, Lord, 5, 16,17, 27, 28, 
105) 148, 149, 151, 166, 364, 
367, 833 


K, 
King, Lord, 6, 18, 19, 253 


Limerick, Earl of, 20, 153, 254, 
367, 785, 786, 832 

London, Bishop of, ro70, 1108 

Lord Chancellor (Eldon), ct) 5> II, 
13, 16, 19, 28, 29) 155, 
168, 170, 341, 3929 410, 436, 
437> 513, 517, 518, 532, 681, 


682, 852, 854, 855, 925, 9315 
1024, 1025, 1029, 1042, 
1043, 1056, 1071, 1106, IIIT, 
TITS, 1130) 1131p 
1143, 1150 
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Melville, Lord, 340, 363, 3665 
830 

Mois, Earl, 827, 850 

Montrosé, Duke of, 13, 18, 339 
106, 159) 823, 1139 

Mulgrave, Earl of, 253, 343, 356, 
785s 825) 855, 930) 1143 


N. 


Norfolk; Duke of, 127, 152, 925, 
926, 1069) 1071, 1085, 1108, 
I Irs 


R. 


Richmond, Duké of, 832, 833 
Romney, Earl of, 7, 16, 28, 295 


164 
Rosslyny Earl of, 925, 1107, 1139 


Sligo, Marquis of, 159 

Spencer, Earl, 6, 11, 135.34) 295 
_ 106, 147, 167, 346, 362, 
21 

Stafford, Marquis of, 336, 346, 
393» 499 

Stanhope, Earl, 872, 926, 927, 
1000, 1923, 1043, 1057, 1066, 
1132, 1134) 1142) 1144 

Suffolk, Earl of, 26, 33, 34) 675 
105, 106, 682, 834, 854, 855 


Vincent, Earl St, 93: 
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Westmeath, Earl of, roz5 

Westnioreland, Earl of, 6, 2539 
833, 929 
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A. 


Abbot, C. sce Speaker 

Adair, R. 143# 

Addington, Right Hon. Henry, see 

"Chancellor of the Exchequer ; see 
also 471, 506, 540, 541, 646, 
870; 913,921,938, 1011, 1017, 
1122 

Addington, John Hiley, 107, 109 

Alexander, H, 47, 103, 137%, 

* 

Anderson, Sir J. 519, 1117 

Attorney General (Hon. S. Percival) 
125, 233, 263, 3132 397» 553s 
676, 645, 696, 780, 812, 962, 
1059 


B. 
Bagwell, Col. 138, 481, 530 


Bankes, W. 25, 48, 133, 134*, i 


406, 575 613, 902, 906 
Barham, J. F. 123, 461, 556, 655, 
663, 865 3 
Bastard, E.25, 58, 312, 572 
Bathurst, Bragge, 424, 425) 431» 
432, 678, 722 
Berkeley, Admiral, 39, 40, 109, 
325) 531) 6695 757 


Best, Mr, Serjeant, roo, 129*, 774, | 


1017 
Blaquiere, Lord De, 55, 103, 138%, 
315,475» 5355 771 
Bloxam, M. 848 
Bourne, Sturges, $43, 569,756,847, 
892, 1022, 1147 
Bragge, Right Hon. C. sce Secretary 
at War; see a/so Bathurst 
Brooke, Sir C. 547, 652, 669 
Browne, D. 546, 685 
Browne, I. H. 313 
Burdett, Sir F. 915 
Burland, J. B. 398, 637 
Burroughs, W. 8, 10, 56, 258, 689, 
863 
Buxton, Sir R. 109, 315, 494,479, 
554s 655, 6775 689, 783 
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562,938 
Calvert, N. 405 
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133*, 173, 300, 369, 394, 420, 
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remainder of the Session see Ad- 
dington, Right Hon. Henry 
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Hon. W. Pitt), 422, 428, 472, 
475, 480, 483, 510, 520, 521, 
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